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~I:::~~., -
~~ PRIME MINISTER CIRIACO DE MIIA OE IIALY 

f DEPARTURE STATEMENT 

TUESDAY, JUNE 14 2.a8 

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN/ 

IT HAS BEEN MY GREAT PLEASURE TO MEET 

TODAY WITH PRIME MINISTER DE MITA OF ITALY 

WHO IS NO STRANGER TO THE WHITE HOUSE . 
~---· 

BUT THIS IS THE FIRST TIME THAT HE COMES AS 

PRIME MINISTER/AND I WANT TO BEGIN BY 

OFFERING OUR WARMEST CONGRATULATIONS. _ _:__~~~---~~~~:.......~~_:_~--
! REGARD THIS VISIT AS EXTREMELY 

IMPORTANT.)AS MEM.BERS OF THE ATLANTIC 

ALLIANCE AND AS MAJOR INDUSTRIAL STATES/ 

iHE UNITED STATES AND THE REPUBLIC OF ITALY 

HAVE MUCH TO DISCUSS AND MUCH TO DO. 

ACCORDINGLY, OUR DISCUSSIONS TODAY WERE 

WIDE-RANGING AND EXTREMELY USEFUL. 
--- - -- --------
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ALTHOUGH OUR AGENDA WAS FAR TOO LONG 

FOR ME TO DISCUSS IN DETAIL/LET ME GIVE YOU 

SOME OF T~E HIGHLIGHTS.rFIRST: -I GAVE 

THE PRIME MINISTE.R MY VIEWS ON WHERE OUR 

RELATIONSHIP STANDS WITH THE SOVIET UNION 

AND WHERE IT IS GOING.ft TOLD HIM THAT 

,--WE ARE VERY PLEASED WITH THE PROGRESS 

<::: 

THAT WE HAVE MADE ON THE BROAD AGEND~ND, 

OF COURSE, WITH THE ENTRY INTO FORCE OF THE 

I.N.F. TREATY. I ALSO TOLD HIM OF MY FIRM 

BELIEF THAT WITHOUT ITALY's COURAGE,/ 

DETERMINATION/AND SUPPORT THROUGHOUT 

I.N.F. DEPLOYMENT AND NEGOTIATIONS/ 
----J 

THERE WOULD HAVE BEEN NO TREATY_riNARMS 

REDUCTIONS AND THE OTHER AREAS ON OUR AGENDA 

MUCH WORK REMAINS TO BE DONE/WE WILL 

CONTINUE TO DEPEND --(!ND GRATEFULLY so)-­
UPON ITALY 's SUPPORT AS AN ALLY AND ADVICE 

AS A FRIEND. 
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ONE OF THE IMPORTANT ISSUES BEFORE OUR 

ALLIANCE/IS WHERE WE WILL REDEPLOY THE 

401ST TACTICAL FIGHTER WING.j ITALY'S .,------
WILLINGNESS AT NATO INVITATIONftO CONSIDER 

ACCEPTING THE PLANES ON ITS SOILflS TYPICAL 

OF ITALY'S SERIOUS APPROACH TOWARD ITS 

ALLIANCE COMMITMENTS.JITS WILLINGNESS 

- TO DO ITS PART/To SHARE THE RISKS AND 

RESPONSIBILITIEs;{s WELL AS THE BENEFITS 

. OF NATO MEMBERSHIP, IS EXEMPLARY. 

THE PRIME MINISTER AND I WILL MEET 

AGAIN SHORTLY IN TORONTO/WHERE WE WILL 

PARTICIPATE IN THE ECONOMIC SUMMIT. ---WE REVIEWED SOME OF THE ISSUES THAT WE 

EXPECT TO DISCUSS THERE/INCLUDING ITALY'S 
I 

WELCOME INITIATIVE/TO STRENGTHEN 

INTERNATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 

ACTIVITIES. 
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PRIME MINISTER DE MITA AND I ALSO 

TALKED ABOUT OUR MUTUAL DESIRE/OR A 

PEACEFUL END TO THE CONFLICT BETWEEN IRAN 

AND IRAOpND FOR _A COMPREHENSIVE PEACE _IN __ 

THE MID.OLE EAST.{ I KNOW THERE IS DEEP 
------------INTEREST AND CONCERN AMONG THE ITALIAN 

PEOPLE ON THESE ISSUES/4ND WE APPRECIATE 

THE POSITIVE ROLE THAT THE GOVERNMENT OF 

ITALY HAS PLAYED IN THAT TROUBLED REGION. ------------------
ANOTHER ISSUE OF GREAi CONCERN TO ALL 

OF US IS INTERNATIONAL TERRORISM ._{IN THE --

LAST 6 MONTHS ITALY HAS BEEN THE VICTIM OF 

TWO.SHOCKING INCIDENTS/-- THE DEATH OF ONE 

OF YOUR CLOSE FRIENDS/MR. PRIME MINISTER/ 

ON WHICH I WANT TO EXTEND AGAIN MY DEEPEST 

CONDOLENCES/AND AN ATTACK ON A U.S.O. CLUB 

IN NAPLES/IN WHICH AN AMERICAN SERVICEWOMAN 

WAS KILLED. 
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THESE INCIDENTS, ~ERRIBLE AS THEY ARE) 

ONLY SERVE TO STRENGTHEN OUR RESOLVE/ 

AND THEY REMIND US OF THE IMPORTANCE OF OUR 

COOPERATIVE EFFORTS/AGAINST THE INHUMAN 

SCOURGE OF TERRORIS~M~. --.--- -----

MR . PRIME MINISTER/IN CLOSING. I MUST 

CONFESS THAT 6 MONTHS AGO/r. SAID THAT. 

U.S.-ITALIAN RELATIONS COULD HARDLY BE 

BETTER. BUT REMARKABLY, THEY ARE . IN FACT, 

I BELIEVE THAT WE HAVE MADE SIGNIFICANT 

PROGRESS IN A NUMBER OF AREAS/AND I AM 

CONFIDENT THAT WE WILL CONTINUE THIS TREND 

FOR THE FORESEEABLE FUTURE . 

MR. PRIME MINISTER, WE ARE INDEED 

PLEASED AND HONORED TO HAVE HAD YOU AS OUR 

GUEST . 

# # # 
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PRIME MINISTER CIRIACO DE MITA OF ITALY 
DEPARTURE STATEMENT 

TUESDAY, JUNE 14, 1988 

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN: 

IT HAS BEEN MY GREAT PLEASURE TO MEET 

TODAY WITH PRIME MINISTER DE MITA OF ITALY 

WHO IS NO STRANGER TO THE WHITE HOUSE. 

BUT THIS IS THE FIRST TIME THAT HE COMES AS 

PRIME MINISTER, AND I WANT TO BEGIN BY 

OFFERING OUR WARMEST CONGRATULATIONS. 

I REGARD THIS VISIT AS EXTREMELY 

IMPORTANT. AS MEMBERS OF THE ATLANTIC 

ALLIANCE AND AS MAJOR INDUSTRIAL STATES, 

THE UNITED STATES AND THE REPUBLIC OF ITALY 

HAVE MUCH TO DISCUSS AND MUCH TO DO. 

ACCORDINGLY, OUR DISCUSSIONS TODAY WERE 

WIDE-RANGING AND EXTREMELY USEFUL. 
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ALTHOUGH OUR AGENDA WAS FAR TOO LONG 
FOR ME TO DISCUSS IN DETAIL, LET ME GIVE YOU 

SOME OF THE HIGHLIGHTS. FIRST, I GAVE 

THE PRIME MINISTER MY VIEWS ON WHERE OUR 

RELATIONSHIP STANDS WITH THE SOVIET UNION 

AND WHERE IT IS GOING. I TOLD HIM THAT 

WE ARE VERY PLEASED WITH THE PROGRESS 

THAT WE HAVE MADE ON THE BROAD AGENDA AND, 

OF COURSE, WITH THE ENTRY INTO FORCE OF THE 

I.N.F. TREATY. I ALSO TOLD HIM OF MY FIRM 

BELIEF THAT WITHOUT ITALY's COURAGE, 

DETERMINATION, AND SUPPORT THROUGHOUT 

I.N.F. DEPLOYMENT AND NEGOTIATIONS, 

THERE WOULD HAVE BEEN NO TREATY. IN ARMS 

REDUCTIONS AND THE OTHER AREAS ON OUR AGENDA 

MUCH WORK REMAINS TO BE DONE; WE WILL 

CONTINUE TO DEPEND -- AND GRATEFULLY SO -­

UPON ITALY's SUPPORT AS AN ALLY AND ADVICE 

AS A FRIEND. 
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ONE OF THE IMPORTANT ISSUES BEFORE OUR 

ALLIANCE IS WHERE WE WILL REDEPLOY THE 

401ST TACTICAL FIGHTER WING. ITALY's 

WILLINGNESS AT NATO INVITATION TO CONSIDER 

ACCEPTING THE PLANES ON ITS SOIL IS TYPICAL 

OF ITALY's SERIOUS APPROACH TOWARD ITS 

ALLIANCE COMMITMENTS. ITS WILLINGNESS 

TO DO ITS PART, TO SHARE THE RISKS AND 

RESPONSIBILITIES AS WELL AS THE BENEFITS 

OF NATO MEMBERSHIP, IS EXEMPLARY. 

THE PRIME MINISTER AND I WILL MEET 

AGAIN SHORTLY IN TORONTO, WHERE WE WILL 

PARTICIPATE IN THE ECONOMIC SUMMIT. 

WE REVIEWED SOME OF THE ISSUES THAT WE 

EXPECT TO DISCUSS THERE, INCLUDING ITALY's 

WELCOME INITIATIVE TO STRENGTHEN 

INTERNATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 

ACTIVITIES. 

j 
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PRIME MINISTER DE MITA AND I ALSO 

TALKED ABOUT OUR MUTUAL DESIRE FOR A 

P .CEFUL END TO THE CONFLICT BETWEEN IRAN 

AND IRAQ AND FOR A COMPREHENSIVE PEACE IN 

THE MIDDLE EAST. I KNOW THERE IS DEEP 

INTEREST AND CONCERN AMONG THE ITALIAN 

PEOPLE ON THESE ISSUES, AND WE APPRECIATE(~ ~ 
THE POSITIVE ROLE THAT THE GOVERNMENT OF OM .-t4 (:_ . 

ITALY HAS PLAYED IN THAT TROUBLED REGION. 
(~) 

ANOTHER ISSUE OF GREAT CONCERN TO ALL 

OF US IS INTERNATIONAL TERRORISM. IN THE 

LAST 6 MONTHS ITALY HAS BEEN THE VICTIM OF 

TWO SHOCKING INCIDENTS -- THE DEATH OF ONE 

OF YOUR CLOSE FRIENDS, MR. PRIME MINISTER, 

ON WHICH I WANT TO EXTEND AGAIN MY DEEPEST 

CONDOLENCES, AND AN ATTACK ON A U.S.O. CLUB 

IN NAPLES, IN WHICH AN AMERICAN SERVICEWOMAN 

WAS KILLED. 

- .• . .. __ 
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THESE INCIDENTS, TERRIBLE AS THEY ARE, 

ONLY SERVE TO STRENGTHEN OUR RESOLVE; 

AND THEY REMIND US OF THE IMPORTANCE OF OUR 

COOPERATIVE EFFORTS AGAINST THE INHUMAN 

SCOURGE OF TERRORISM. 

MR. PRIME MINISTER, IN CLOSING I MUST 

CONFESS THAT 6 MONTHS AGO I SAID THAT 

U.S.-ITALIAN RELATIONS COULD HARDLY BE 

BETTER. BUT REMARKABLY, THEY ARE. IN FACT, : 
,-. -. --

I BELIEVE THAT WE HAVE MADE SIGNIFICANT 

PROGRESS IN A NUMBER OF AREAS, AND I AM 

CONFIDENT THAT WE WILL CONTINUE THIS TREND 

FOR THE FORESEEABLE FUTURE. 

MR. PRIME MINISTER, WE ARE INDEED 

PLEASED AND HONORED TO HAVE HAD YOU AS OUR 

GUEST. 

I I I 



PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: PRIME MINISTER CIRIACO DE MITA OF ITALY 
DEPARTURE STATEMENT 
TUESDAY, JUNE 14, 1988 

Ladies and gentlemen: 

It has been my great pleasure to meet today with Prime 

Minister De Mita of Italy who is no stranger to the White House. 

But this is the first time that he comes as Prime Minister, and I 

want to begin by offering our warmest congratulations. 

I regard this visit as extremely important. As members of 

the Atlantic Alliance and as major industrial states, the United 

States and the Republic of Italy have much to discuss and much to 

do. Accordingly, our discussions today were wide-ranging and 

extremely useful. 

Although our agenda was far too long for me to discuss in 

detail, let me give you some of the highlights. First, I gave 

the Prime Minister my views on where our relationship stands wip-i- ­

the Soviet Union and where it is going. I told him that we are 

very pleased with the progress that we have made on the broad 

agenda and, of course, with the entry into force of the 

I.N.F. treaty. I also told him of my firm belief that without 

Italy's courage, determination, and support throughout 

I.N.F. deployment and negotiations, there would have been no 

treaty. In arms reductions and the other areas on our agenda 

much work remains to be done; we will continue to depend -- and 

gratefully so -- upon Italy's support as an ally and advice as a 

friend. 
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One of the important issues before our Alliance is where we 

will redeploy the 401st Tactical Fighter Wing . Italy's 

willingness at NATO invitation to consider accepting the planes 

on its soil is typical of Italy's serious approach toward its 

Alliance commitments . Its willingness to do its part , to share 

the risks and responsibilities as well as the benefits of NATO 

membership, is exemplary. 

The Prime Minister and I will meet again shortly in Toronto, 

where we will participate in the Economic Summit. We reviewed 

some · of the issues that we expect to discuss there , including 

Italy's welcome initiative to strengthen international 

environmental protection activities. 

Prime Minister De Mita and I also talked about our mutual 

desire for a peaceful end to the conflict between Iran and Iraq 

and for a comprehensive peace in the Middle East. I know there 

is deep interest and concern among the Italian people on these 

issues, and we appreciate deeply the positive role that the 

government of Italy has played in that troubled region. 

Another issue of deep concern to all of us is international 

terrorism. In the last 6 months Italy has been the victim of two 

shocking incidents - - the death of one of your close friends, 

Mr. Prime Minister, on which I want to extend again my deepest 

condolences, and an attack on a u.s.o. club in Naples, in which 

an American servicewoman was killed . These incidents, terrible 

as they are, only serve to strengthen our resolve; and they 

remind us of the importance of our cooperative efforts against 

the inhuman scourge of terrorism. 
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Mr. Prime Minister, in closing I must confess that 6 months 

ago I said that U.S.-Italian relations could hardly be better. 

But remarkably, they are. In fact, I believe that we have made 

significant progress in a number of areas, and I am confident 

that we will continue this trend for the foreseeable future. 

Mr. Prime Minister, we are indeed pleased and honored to 

have you as our guest. 



WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

DATE: __ 6_,_/_1_3..._/_8_8 _ ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: 

SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: PRIME MINISTER CIRIACO DE MITA OF ITALY 

DEPARTURE STATEMENT 

VICE PRESIDENT 

BAKER 

DUBERSTEIN 

MILLER-OMS 

BAUER 

CRIBB 

CRIPPEN 

CULVAHOUSE 

DAWSON 

DONATELLI 

FITZWATER 

GRISCOM 

REMARKS: 

RESPONSE: 

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI 

□ 
~ · HOBBS □ □ 

□ ~ HOOLEY □ □ 

□ KRANOWITZ □ ~ □ □ POWELL □ 

□ RANGE □ □ 
RISQUE □ v' 

□ RYAN □ □ 
SPRINKEL □ □ 

OP s TUTTLE □ 

□ □ 
DOLAN 

□ 

□ ~ □ □ 

□ □ □ 

The attached l1 has been forwarded to the President. 

Rhett Dawson 
Ext. 2702 



(Dolan edit) 
June 10, 1988 
6:00 p.m. 

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: PRIME MINISTER CIRIACO DE MITA OF ITALY 
DEPARTURE STATEMEN1t o.-, ·,, .. . 
TUESDAY, JUNE 14( :,,

1
1;~8 ; .: l..' 1.. ~, -.J 
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, ,, U· -

Ladies and gentlemen: 

It has been my great pleasure to meet today with Prime 

Minister De Mita of Italy who is no stranger to the White House. 

But this is the first time that he comes as Prime Minister, and I 

want to begin by offering our warmest congratulations. 

I regard this visit as extremely important. As members of 

the Atlantic Alliance and as major industrial states, the United 

States and the Repub l ic of Italy ·have much to discuss and much to 

do. Accordingly, our discussions today were wide-ranging and 

extremely usefu l. 

Although our agenda was far too long for me to discuss in 

detail, let me give you some of the h ighlights. First, I gave 

t he Prime Minister my views on where our relationship stands with 

the Soviet Union and where it is going. I told him that we are 

very pleased with the progress that we have made on the broad 

agenda and, of course, with the entry into force of the 

I.N.F. treaty. I also told him of my firm belief that without 

Ital y's courage, determination, and support throughout 

I.N.F. d e ployment and negotiations, there would have been no 

treaty. In arms reduc tions and the other areas on our agenda 

much work remains to be done ; we wi ll cont inue to depend - - and 

gratefu l l y so -- upon Italy' s support a s a n al l y and advice as a 

friend . 
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One of the important issues before our Alliance is where we 

will redeploy the 401st Tactical Fighter Wing. Italy's 

willingness at NATO invitation to consider accepting the planes 

on its soil is typical of Italy's serious approach toward its 

Alliance commitments. Its willingness to do its part, to share 

the risks and responsibilities as well as the benefits of NATO 

membership, is exemplary. 

The Prime Minister and I will meet again shortly in Toronto, 

where we will participate in the Economic Summit. We reviewed 

some of the issues that we expect to discuss there, including 

Italy's welcome initiative to strengthen international 

environmental protection activities. 

Prime Min ister De Mita and I also talked about our mutual 

desire fo r a peaceful end to the conflict between Iran and Iraq 

and for a comprehensive peace in the Middle East. I know there 

is deep interest and concern among the Italian people on these 

issues, and we appreciate deeply the positive role that the 

government of Italy has played in that troubled region. 

Another issue of deep concern to all of us is international 

terrorism. In the last 6 months Italy has been the victim of two 

shocking incidents -- the death of one of your close friends, 

Mr . Prime Minister , on which I want to extend again my deepest 

condolences, and an attack on a u.s .o. club i n Naples, in which 

an American servicewoman was killed. These incidents , t errible 

as they are, only serve to strengthen our resolve; and they 

remind us of the importance of our cooperative efforts against 

the inhuman scourge of terrorism. 
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Mr. Prime Minister, in closing I must confess that 6 months 

ago I said that U.S.-Italian relations could hardly be better. 

But remarkably, they are. In fact, I believe that we have made 

significant progress in a number of areas, and I am confident 

that we will continue this trend for the foreseeable future. 

Mr. Prime Minister, we are indeed pleased and honored to 

have you as our guest. 



DocumentNo. j(p t5rs 

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

DATE: __ 6;.,./_;;1_;;3 ..... /..;.8.;..8 _ ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: 

SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: PRIME MINISTER CIRIACO DE MITA OF ITALY 

DEPARTURE STATEMENT 

ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT □ ~ HOBBS 

BAKER □ HOOLEY 

DUBERSTEIN □ r KRANOWITZ 

MILLER-OMS □ □ POWELL 

BAUER □ □ RANGE 

CRIBB ~ RISQUE 

CRIPPEN □ RYAN 

CULVAHOUSE 0 SPRINKEL 

DAWSON OP p( TUTTLE 

DONATELLI □ 

✓ 
DOLAN 

FITZWATER □ 
GRISCO ~ 

REMARKS: 
The attached '.:.has been forwarded to the 

RESPONSE: 

r r 

ACTION FYI 

□ □ 

□ □ 

□ ~ □ 

□ □ 

□ fl' 
□ □ 

□ □ 

□ 

□ 

□ □ 

□ □ 

President. 

Rhett Dawson 
Ext. 2702 



Document No. _j _____ (IJ~5i----.J( __ 

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

DATE: 6/10/88 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: COB TODAY 

SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: PRIME MINISTER CIRIACO DE MITA OF ITALY 

DEPARTURE STATEMENT 

VICE PRESIDENT 

BAKER 

DUBERSTEIN 

MILLER-OMS 

BAUER 

CRIBB \"J \ (__.; 

ACTION FYI 

□ ✓ 
□ ✓ 
□ ✓ 
□ □ 

□ □ 

....---□ 

HOBBS 

HOOLEY 

KRANOWITZ O t,_ 
POWELL ~ \'-l~ 

RANGE 

RISQUE vG.Q.JL co ..r-A. .,,v\ 

CRIPPEN □ □ 

CULVAHOUSE S Q Q_Cs;vv~fl' □ 

RYAN 

SPRINKEL 

DAWSON 

DONATELLI 

FITZWATER 

GRISCOM O / .!_ 

REMARKS: 

OP fl}f S TUTTLE 

0 0 DOLAN 

✓~ 

ACTION FYI 

□ □ 

□ □ 

~ □ 
w' □ 
□ □ 

✓ □ 
□ □ 

□ □ 

□ □ 

□ ,I 
□ □ 

□ □ 

Please provide your comments/recommendations directly to Tony 
Dolan's office with an infomation copy to my office by close 
of business, TODAY Friday, Junel0. Thank you. 

RESPONSE: 

Rhett Dawson 
Ext. 2702 
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: PRIME MINISTER CI.~ l ?,.GP .:P~:.,MITA OF ITALY 
DEPARTURE STATEMENT 
TUESDAY' JUNE llr; J,~:s~:, ,., " ' I 

Ladies and gentlemen: 

It has been my great pleasure to meet today with Prime 

Minister De Mita of Italy who is no stranger to the White House. 

But this is the first time that he comes as Prime Minister, and I 

want to begin by offering our warmest congratulations. 

I regard this visit as extremely important. As members of 

the Atlantic Alliance and as major industrial states, the United 

States and the Republic of Italy have much to discuss and much to 

do. Accordingly, our discussions today were wide-ranging and 

extremely useful. 

Although our agenda was far too long for me to discuss in 

detail, let me give you some of the highlights. First, I gave 

the Prime Minister my views on where our relationship stands with 

the Soviet Union. I told him that we are very pleased with the 

progress that we have made on the broad agenda and, of course, 

with the signing of the I.N.F. treaty. I also told him of my 

firm belief that without Italy's courage, determination, and 

support throughout I.N.F. deployment and negotiations, there 

would have been no treaty. In arms control and the other areas 

on our agenda much work remains to be done; we will continue to 

depend -- and gratefully so -- upon Italy's support as an ally 

and advice as a friend. 

One of the important issues before our Alliance is where we 

will redeploy the 401st Tactical Fighter Wing. Italy's 
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willingness at NATO invitation to consider accepting the planes 

on its soil is typical of Italy's serious approach toward its 

Alliance commitments. Its willingness to do its part, to share 

the risks and responsibilities as well as the benefits of NATO 

membership, is exemplary. 

The Prime Minister and I will meet again shortly in Toronto, 

where we will participate in the Economic Summit. We reviewed 

some of the issues that we expect to discuss there, including 

Italy's welcome initiative to strengthen international 

environmental protection activities. 

Prime Minister De Mita and I also talked about our mutual 

desire for a peaceful end to the conflict between Iran and Iraq 

and for a comprehensive peace in the Middle East. I know there 

is deep interest and concern among the Italian people on these 

issues, and we appreciate deeply the positive role that the 

government of Italy has played in that troubled region. 

Another issue of deep concern to all of us is international 

terrorism. In the last 6 months Italy has been the victim of two 

shocking incidents -- the death of one of your close friends, 

Mr. Prime Minister, on which I want to extend again my deepest 

condolences, and an attack on a u.s.o. club in Naples, in which 

an American servicewoman was killed. These incidents, terrible 

as they are, only serve to strengthen our resolve; and they 

remind us of the importance of our cooperative efforts against 

the inhuman scourge of terrorism. 

Mr. Prime Minister, in closing I must confess to a grave 

misjudgment concerning our two countries. About 6 months ago I 
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said that U.S.-Italian relations could hardly be better. But 

remarkably, they are. In fact, I believe that we have made 

significant progress in a number of areas, and I am confident 

that we will continue this trend for the foreseeable future. 

Mr. Prime Minister, we are indeed pleased and honored to 

have you as our guest. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 10, 1988 

MEMORANDUM FOR ANTHONY R. DOLAN 
DEPUTY ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT AND 

DIRECTOR OF SPEECHWRITING 

FROM: C • DEAN MCGRATH , JR. / q, /~c:. b 
ASSOCIATE COUNSEL TO~P~~ln'kr 

SUBJECT: Presidential Remarks: Prime Minister 
Ciriaco de Mita of Italy Departure Statement 

Counsel's office has reviewed the above-referenced Presidential 
remarks, and we have no legal objection to their delivery. We 
suggest, however, that the reference to the "signing" of the INF 
Treaty at page 1, paragraph 3, be changed to the "entry into 
force" of the INF Treaty. 

cc: Rhett B. Dawson 



Document No . ._..,,..j ___ l,J ___ 5i;.....,_/( __ 

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 
F~ c:c. e i·,· t.~ c... ~, .._; 

DATE: 6/10/88 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT mi:ii a¥iP I D ! ; ; ~oh. TODAY 

SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: PRIME MINISTER CIRIACO DE MITA OF ITALY 

DEPARTURE STATEMENT 

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT □ ✓ HOBBS □ □ 
BAKER □ ✓ HOOLEY □ □ 
DUBERSTEIN □ ~ KRANOWITZ l!I" □ 
MILLER-OMS □ □ POWELL w' □ 
BAUER □ □ RANGE □ □ 
CRIBB ~□ RISQU □ 
CRIPPEN □ □ RYAN □ □ 
CULVAHOUSE w" □ SPRINKEL □ □ 
DAWSON OP a,fs TUTTLE □ □ 
DONATELLI □ □ DOLAN □ ,/ 
FITZWATER 

✓~ □ □ 
GRISCOM □ □ 

REMARKS: 
Please provide your comments/recommendations directly to Tony 

RESPONSE: 

Dolan's office with an infomation copy to my office by close 
of business, TODAY Friday, Junel0. Thank you. 

Rhett Dawson 
Ext.2702 
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June 10, 1988 
10:00 a.m. 

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: PRIME MINISTER CIRl~CO _DE MITA OF ITALY 
DEPARTURE STATEMENT 
TUESDAY, JUNE l~; 19_88 

Ladies and gentlemen: 

It has been my great pleasure to meet today with Prime 

Minister De Mita of Italy who is no stranger to the White House. 

But this is the first time that he comes as Prime Minister, and I 

want to begin by offering our warmest congratulations. 

I regard this visit as extremely important. As members of 

the Atlantic Alliance and as major industrial states, the United 

states and the Republic of Italy have much to discuss and much to 

do. Accordingly, our discussions today were wide-ranging and 

extremely useful. 

Although our agenda was far too long for me to discuss in 

detail, let me give you some of the highlights. First, I gave 

the Prime Minister my views on where our relationship stands with 

the Soviet Union. I told him that we are very pleased with the 

progress that we have made on the broad agenda and, of course, 

with the signing of the I.N.F. treaty. I also told him of my 

firm belief that without Italy's courage, determination, and 

support throughout I.N.F. deployment and negotiations, there 

would have been no treaty. In arms control and the other areas 

on our agenda much work remains to be done; we will continue to 

depend -- and gratefully so -- upon Italy's support as an ally 

and advice as a friend. 

one of the important issues before our Alliance is where we 

will redeploy the 401st Tactical Fighter Wing. Italy's 
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willingness at NATO invitation to consider accepting the planes 

on its soil is typical of Italy's serious approach toward its 

Alliance commitments. Its willingness to do its part, to share 

the risks and responsibilities as well as the benefits of NATO 

membership, is exemplary. 

The Prime Minister and I will meet again shortly in Toronto, 

where we will participate in the Economic Summit. We reviewed 

some of the issues that we expect to discuss there, including 

Italy's welcome initiative to strengthen international 

environmental protection activities. 

Prime Minister De Mita and I also talked about our mutual 

desire for a peaceful end to the conflict between Iran and Iraq 

and for a comprehensive peace in the Middle East. I know there 

/ , is de!:P interest and concern among the Italian people on these 

issues, and we apprec· ~ the positive role that the 

government of Italy has play din that troubled region. 
re.6--"T 

Another issue of e!:!{!~ concern to all of us is international 

terrorism. In the last 6 months Italy has been the victim of two 

shocking incidents -- the death of one of your close friends, 
s, ('\cere.-o--r 

Mr. Prime Minister, on which I want to extend again my~ 

condolences, and an attack on a U.S.O. club in Naples, in which 

an American servicewoman was killed. These incidents, terrible 

as they are, only serve to strengthen our resolve; and they 

remind us of the importance of our cooperative efforts against 

the inhuman scourge of terrorism. 

Mr. Prime Minister, in closing I must confess to a grave 

misjudgment concerning our two countries. About 6 months ago I 
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said that U.S.-Italian relations could hardly be better. But 

remarkably, they are. In fact, I believe that we have made 

sign_ificant progress in a number of areas, and I am confident 

that we will continue this trend for the foreseeable future • 

Mr. Prime Minister, 
ha.a 

havevyou as our guest. 

. ~ wr-;: ,::: ': l

0
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0

erd afld honored to 
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 
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ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: fi~ " ·1 coit 'I'O'!'.>AY 
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SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: PRIME MINISTER CIRIACO DE MITA OF ITALY 

DEPARTURE STATEMENT 

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT □ ✓ HOBBS □ □ 
BAKER □ ✓ HOOLEY □ □ 
DUBERSTEIN □ .(' KRANOWITZ ~ □ 
MILLER-OMB □ □ POWELL fill' □ 
BAUER 

d~~ 
RANGE □ □ 

CRIii RISQUE 
_,, 

□ 
CRIPPEN □ □ RYAN □ □ 
CULVAHOUSE w' □ SPRINKEL □ □ 
DAWSON OP Jlfs TUTTLE □ □ 
DONATELLI □ □ DOLAN □ ,/ 
FITZWATER ✓~ □ □ 
GRISCOM □ □ 

REMARKS: 
Please provide your comments/recommendations directly to Tony 

RESPONSE: 

Dolan's office with an infomation copy to my office by close 
of business, TODAY Friday, Junel0. Thank you. 

!I 

Rhett Dawson 
Ext. 2702 
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SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: PRIME MINISTER CIRIACO DE MITA OF ITALY 

DEPARTURE STATEMENT 

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT □ ✓ HOBBS □ □ 
BAKER □ ✓ HOOLEY □ □ 
DUBERSTEIN □ ~ KRANOWITZ w--' □ 
MILLER- 0MB □ □ POWELL fl' □ 
BAUER □ □ RANGE □ □ 
CRIBB ~□ RISQUE ✓ □ 
CRIPPEN □ □ RYAN □ □ 
CULVAHOUSE ~ □ SPRINKEL □ □ 
DAWSON OP llfs TUTTLE □ □ 
DONATELLI □ □ DOLAN □ ,/ 
FITZWATER ✓~ □ □ 
GRISCO □ □ 

REMARKS: 
Please provide your comments/recommendations directly to Tony 

RESPONSE: 

Dolan's office with an infomation copy to my office by close 
of business, TODAY Friday, Junel0. Thank you. 

Rhett Dawson 
Ext.2702 
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: PRIME MINISTER CIRl~CO DE MITA OF ITALY 
DEPARTURE STATEMENT 
TUESDAY, JUNE l~, 19.88 

Ladies and gentlemen: 

It has been my great pleasure to meet today with Prime 

Minister De Mita of Italy who is no stranger to the White House. 

But this is the first time that he comes as Prime Minister, and I 

want to begin by offering our warmest congratulations. 

I regard this visit as extremely important. As members of 

the Atlantic Alliance and as major industrial states, the United 

States and the Republic of Italy have much to discuss and much to 

do. Accordingly, our discussions today were wide-ranging and 

extremely useful. 

Although our agenda was far too long for me to discuss in 

detail, let me give you some of the highlights. First, I gave 

the Prime Minister my views on where our relationship stands with 

the Soviet Union. I told him that we are very pleased with the 

progress that we have made on the broad agenda and, of course, 

with the signing of the I.N.F. treaty. I also told him of my 

firm belief that without Italy's courage, determination, and 

support throughout I.N.F. deployment and negotiations, there 

would have been no treaty. In arms- control and the other areas 

on our agenda much work remains to be done; we will continue to 

depend -- and gratefully so -- upon Italy's support as an ally 

and advice as a friend. 

One of the important issues before our Alliance is where we 

will redeploy the 401st Tactical Fighter Wing. Italy's 
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willingness at NATO invitation to consider accepting the planes 

on its soil is typical of Italy's serious approach toward its 

Alliance commitments. Its willingness to do its part, to share 

the risks and responsibilities as well as the benefits of NATO 

membership, is exemplary. 

The Prime Minister and I will meet again shortly in Toronto, 

where we will participate in the Economic Summit. We reviewed 

some of the issues that we expect to discuss there, including 

Italy's welcome initiative to strengthen international 

environmental protection activities. 

Prime Minister De Mita and I also talked about our mutual 

desire for a peaceful end to the conflict between Iran and Iraq 

and for a comprehensive peace in the Middle East. I know there 

is deep interest and concern among the Italian people on these 

issues, and we appreciate deeply the positive role that the 

government of Italy has played in that troubled region. 

Another issue of deep concern to all of us is international 

terrorism. In the last 6 months Italy has been the victim of two 

shocking incidents -- the death of one of your close friends, 

Mr. Prime Minister, on which I want to extend again my deepest 

condolences, and an attack on a u.s.o. club in Naples, in which 

an American servicewoman was killed. These incidents, terrible 

as they are, only serve to strengthen our resolve; and they 

remind us of the importance of our cooperative efforts against 

the inhuman scourge of terrorism. 

Mr. Prime Minister, in closing I must confess to a grave 

misjudgment concerning our two countries. About 6 months ago I 
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said that U.S.-Italian relations could hardly be better. But 

remarkably, they are. In fact, I believe that we have made 

significant progress in a number of areas, and I am confident 

that we will continue this trend for the foreseeable future. 

Mr. Prime Minister, we are indeed pleased and honored to 

have you as our guest. 
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DEPARTURE STATEMENT 

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT □ ✓ HOBBS □ □ 
BAKER □ ✓ HOOLEY □ □ 
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□ 
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GRISCOM □ □ 

REMARKS: 
Please provide your comments/recommendations directly to Tony 

RESPONSE: 

Dolan's office with an infomation copy to my office by close 
of business, TODAY Friday, Junel0. Thank you. 

Rhett Dawson 
Ext. 2702 
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

DATE: 6/10/88 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: COB TODAY 

SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: PRIME MINISTER CIRIACO DE MITA OF ITALY 

DEPARTURE STATEMENT 

VICE PRESIDENT 

BAKER 

DUBERSTEIN 

MILLER-OMB 

BAUER 

CRIBB 

CRIPPEN 

CULVAHOUSE 

DAWSON 

DONATELLI 

FITZWATER 

GRISCOM 

REMARKS: 

ACTION FYI 

□ 

□ 

□ 

✓ 
✓ 
~ 

ACTION FYI 
er:, 
C::.:J 

HOBBS c...,□ ::-:, □ 
b i • 
-::= {" 'l 

HOOLEY - □ : .. 0 

:::W!llll•TZ------•---~--~--'. ~ 
RANGE 

RISQUE 

RYAN 

SPRINKEL 

(-

□ □ 
w'o 

OP ,if S TUTTLE 
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□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ ✓~ □ 
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Please provide your comments/recommendations directly to Tony 
Dolan's office with an infomation copy to my office by close 
of business, TODAY Friday, Junel0. Thank you. 

RESPONSE: The NSC concurs with the draft departure remarks for the 
De Mita OWV. However, we ask again that the joke about 
"I thought relations could not be better" be omitted. We 
believe that the subtlety may be lost in the translation. 

cc: Rhett Dawson 

12/4/lloJtid-
/4. Paul Schott Stevens 

Executive Secretary 

II 

Rhett Dawson 
Ext. 2702 
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: PRIME MINISTER CIRI~CO DE MITA OF ITALY 
DEPARTURE STATEMENT 
TUESDAY, JUNE l., 1988 

Ladies and gentlemen: 

It has been my great pleasure to meet today with Prime 

Minister De Mita of Italy who is no stranger to the White House. 

But this is the first time that he comes as Prime Minister, and I 

want to begin by offering our warmest congratulations. 

I regard this visit as extremely important. As members of 

the Atlantic Alliance and as major industrial states, the United 

States and the Republic of Italy have much to discuss and much to 

do. Accordingly, our discussions today were wide-ranging and 

extremely useful. 

Although our agenda was far too long for me to discuss in 

detail, let me give you some of the highlights. First, I gave 

the Prime Minister my views on where our relationship stands with 
~ ~ ..iJ- ~ ~ . . 

the Soviet Union,,t.. I told him that w~ are very pleased with the 

progress that we have made on the broad agenda and, of course, 
en+r '( , ·vi +o -Ii> re_ -Q._ 

with the signing~f the I.N.F. treaty . I also told him of my 

firm belief that without Italy's courage, determination, and 

support throughout I.N.F. deployment and negotiations, there 
red uc.:h~ A '3 

would have been no treaty. In arms SQRtre\and the other areas 

on our agenda much work remains to be done; we will continue to 

depend -- and gratefully so -- upon Italy's support as an ally 

and advice as a friend. 

One of the important issues before our Alliance is where we 

will redeploy the 401st Tactical Fighter Wing. Italy's 

• 
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willingness at NATO invitation to consider accepting the planes 

on its soil is typical of Italy's serious approach toward its 

Alliance commitments. Its willingness to do its part, to share 

the risks and responsibilities as well as the benefits of NATO 

membership, is exemplary. 

The Prime Minister and I will meet again shortly in Toronto, 

where we will participate in the Economic Summit. We reviewed 

some of the issues that we expect to discuss there, including 

Italy's welcome initiative to strengthen international 

environmental protection activities. 

Prime Minister De Mita and I also talked about our mutual 

desire for a peaceful end to the conflict between Iran and Iraq 

and for a comprehensive peace in the Middle East. I know there 

is deep interest and concern among the Italian people on these 

issues, and we appreciate deeply the positive role that the 

government of Italy has played in that troubled region. 

Another issue of deep concern to all of us is international 

terrorism. In the last 6 months Italy has been the victim of two 

shocking incidents -- the death of one of your close friends, 

Mr. Prime Minister, on which I want to extend again my deepest 

condolences, and an attack on a u.s.o. club in Naples, in which 

an American servicewoman was killed. These incidents, terrible 

as they are, only serve to strengthen our resolve; and they 

remind us of the importance of our cooperative efforts against 

the inhuman scourge of terrorism. 

Gr. Prime Minister, in closing I must confess to a grave 

misjudgment concerning our two countries. About 6 months ago I 

-, 

• 



- 3 -

said that U.S.-Italian relations could hardly be better. But 

remarkably, they ar4:]rn fact, I believe that we have made 

significant progress in a number of areas, and I am confident 

that we will continue this trend for the foreseeable future. 

Mr. Prime Minister, we are indeed pleased and honored to 

have you as our guest. 

• 
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Ladies and gentlemen: 

It has been my great pleasure to meet today with Prime 

Minister De Mita of Italy who is no stranger to the White House. 

But this is the first time that he comes as Prime Minister, and I 

want to begin by offering our warmest congratulations. 

I regard this visit as extremely important. As members of 

the Atlantic Alliance and as major industrial states, the United 

States and the Republic of Italy have much to discuss and much to 

do. Accordingly, our discussions today were wide-ranging and 

extremely useful. 

Although our agenda was far too long for me to discuss in 

detail, let me give you some of the highlights. First, I gave 

the Prime Minister my views on where our relationship stands with 

the Soviet Union and where it is going. I told him that we are 

very pleased with the progress that we have made on the broad 

~IC-- agenda and, of course, with the entry into force of the 

~ !;,;: ·F· t ,;:,,.at~. I also told him of my finn belief that without 

~ ; Italy's courage, determination, and support throughout 

I.N.F. deployment and negotiations, there would have been no 

~ 
~ sc' o treaty. In arms reductions and the other areas on our agenda 

(j )L.--
much work remains to be done; we will continue to depend -- and 

gratefully so -- upon Italy's support as an ally and advice as a 

friend. 
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One of the important issues before our Alliance is where we 

will redeploy the 401st Tactical Fighter Wing. Italy's 

willingness at NATO invitation to consider accepting the planes 

on its soil is typical of Italy's serious approach toward its 

Alliance commitments. Its willingness to do its part, to share 

the risks and responsibilities as well as the benefits of NATO 

membership, is exemplary. 

The Prime Minister and I will meet again shortly in Toronto, 

where we will participate in the Economic Summit. We reviewed 

some of the issues that we expect to discuss there, including 

Italy's welcome initiative to strengthen international 

environmental protection activities. 

Prime Minister De Mita and I also talked about our mutual 

desire for a peaceful end to the conflict between Iran and Iraq 

and for a comprehensive peace in the Middle East. I know there 

interest and concern among the Italian people on these 

issues, and we appreciate ~ ':\ the positive role that the ~ \JU~~J 
~ government of Italy has played in that troubled . .p . region. 

is international 

terrorism. In the last 6 months Italy has been the victim of two 

shocking incidents -- the death of one of your close friends, 
5,.,-v~-\­

Mr. Prime Minister, on which I want to extend again my deepest 

condolences, and an attack on a u.s.o. club in Naples, in which 

an American servicewoman was killed. These incidents, terrible 

as they are, only serve to strengthen our resolve; and they 

remind us of the importance of our cooperative efforts against 

the inhuman scourge of terrorism. 



-l-o A 5 r .Av-'i!- ...._ ; s -
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Mr. Prime Minister, in closing I must confess that 6 months c..-...-"""l.. 

A&!J 
<.. " · . ago I said that U.S.-Italian relations could hardly be better. ~ 

But remarkabl , they are. ( In fact) -~ believe that we have made 

significant progress in a number of areas, and I am confident 

that we will continue this trend for the foreseeable future. 

Mr. Prime Minister, we are indeed pleased and honored to 
hA-D 

haveVyou as our guest. 
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Ladies and gentlemen: 

It has been my great pleasure to meet today with Prime 

Minister De Mita of Italy who is no stranger to the White House. 

But this is the first time that he comes as Prime Minister, and I 

want to begin by offering our warmest congratulations. 

I regard this visit as extremely important. As members of 

the Atlantic Alliance and as major industrial states, the United 

States and the Republic of Italy ·have much to discuss and much to 

do. Accordingly, our discussions today were wide-ranging and 

extremely useful. 

Although our agenda was far too long for me to discuss in 

detail, let me give you some of the highlights. First, I gave 

the Prime Minister my views on where our relationship stands with 

the Soviet Union and where it is going. I told him that we are 

very pleased with the progress that we have made on the broad 

agenda and, of course, with the entry into force of the 

I.N.F. treaty. I also told him of my firm belief that without 

Italy's courage, determination, and support throughout 

I.N.F. deployment and negotiations, there would have been no 

treaty. In arms reductions and the other areas on our agenda 

much work remains to be done; we will continue to depend -- and 

gratefully so -- upon Italy's support as an ally and advice as a 

friend. 
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one of the important issues before our Alliance is where we 

will redeploy the 401st Tactical Fighter Wing. Italy's 

willingness at NATO invitation to consider accepting the planes 

on its soil is typical of Italy's serious approach toward its 

Alliance commitments. Its willingness to do its part, to share 

the risks and responsibilities as well as the benefits of NATO 

membership, is exemplary. 

The Prime Minister and I will meet again shortly in Toronto, 

where we will participate in the Economic Summit. We reviewed 

some of the issues that we expect to discuss there, including 

Italy's welcome initiative to strengthen international 

environmental protection activities. 

Prime Minister De Mita and I also talked about our mutual 

desire for a peaceful end to the conflict between Iran and Iraq 

and for a comprehensive peace in the Middle East. I know there 

is deep interest and concern among the Italian people on these 

issues, and we appreciate deeply the positive role that the 

government of Italy has played in that troubled region. 

Another issue of deep concern to all of us is international 

terrorism. In the last 6 months Italy has been the victim of two 

shocking incidents -- the death of one of your close friends, 

Mr. Prime Minister, on which I want to extend again my deepest 

condolences, and an attack on a u.s.o. club in Naples, in which 

an American servicewoman was killed. These incidents, terrible 

as they are, only serve to strengthen our resolve; and they 

remind us of the importance of our cooperative efforts against 

the inhuman scourge of terrorism. 

f_ ;. 
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Mr. Prime Minister, in closing I must confess that 6 months 

ago I said that U.S.-Italian relations could hardly be better. 

But remarkably, they are. In fact, I believe that we have made 

significant progress in a number of areas, and I am confident 

that we will continue this trend for the foreseeable future. 

Mr. Prime Minister, we are indeed pleased and honored to 

have you as our guest. 
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Rhett Dawson 
Ext.2702 
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Ladies and gentlemen: 

It has been my great pleasure to meet today with Prime 

Minister De Mita of Italy who is no stranger to the White House. 

But this is the first time that he comes as Prime Minister, and I 

want to begin by offering our warmest congratulations. 

I regard this visit as extremely important. As members of 

the Atlantic Alliance and as major industrial states, the United 

States and the Republic of Italy have much to discuss and much to 

do. Accordingly, our discussions today were wide-ranging and 

extremely useful. 

Although our agenda was far too long for me to discuss in 

detail, let me give you some of the highlights. First, I gave 

the Prime Minister my views on where our relationship stands with 

the Soviet Union. I told him that we are very pleased with the 

progress that we have made on the broad agenda and, of course, 

with the signing of the I.N.F. treaty. I also told him of my 

firm belief that without Italy's courage, determination, and 

support throughout I.N.F. deployment and negotiations, there 

would have been no treaty. In arms control and the other areas 

on our agenda much work remains to be done; we will continue to 

depend -- and gratefully so -- upon Italy's support as an ally 

and advice as a friend. 

One of the important issues before our Alliance is where we 

will redeploy the 401st Tactical Fighter Wing. Italy's 
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willingness at NATO invitation to consider accepting the planes 

on its soil is typical of Italy's serious approach toward its 

Alliance commitments. Its willingness to do its part, to share 

the risks and responsibilities as well as the benefits of NATO 

membership, is exemplary. 

The Prime Minister and I will meet again shortly in Toronto, 

where we will participate in the Economic Summit. We reviewed 

some of the issues that we expect to discuss there, including 

Italy's welcome initiative to strengthen international 

environmental protection activities. 

Prime Minister De Mita and I also talked about our mutual 

desire for a peaceful end to the conflict between Iran and Iraq 

and for a comprehensive peace in the Middle East. I know there 

is deep interest and concern among the Italian people on these 

issues, and we appreciate deeply the positive role that the 

government of Italy has played in that troubled region. 

Another issue of deep concern to all of us is international 

terrorism. In the last 6 months Italy has been the victim of two 

shocking incidents -- the death of one of your close friends, 

Mr. Prime Minister, on which I want to extend again my deepest 

condolences, and an attack on a u.s.o. club in Naples, in which 

an American servicewoman was killed. These incidents, terrible 

as they are, only serve to strengthen our resolve; and they 

remind us of the importance of our cooperative efforts against 

the inhuman scourge of terrorism. 

Mr. Prime Minister, in closing I must confess to a grave 

misjudgment concerning our two countries. About 6 months ago I 
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said that U.S.-Italian relations could hardly be better. But 

remarkably, they are. In fact, I believe that we have made 

sig~ificant progress in a number of areas, and I am confident 

that we will continue this trend for the foreseeable future . 

Mr. Prime Minister, we are indeed pleased and honored to 

have you as our guest. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary 

For Immediat~ ~elease 

1:29 P.M. EDT 

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT 
AT DEPARTURE CEREMONY OF 

ITALIAN PRIME MINISTER DE MITA 

The Diplomatic Entrance 

June 14, 1988 

THE PRESIDENT: Ladies and gentlemen, it's been my great 
pleasure to meet today with Prime Minister De Mita of Italy, who is 
no stranger to the White House. But this is the first time that he 
comes as Prime Minister, and I want to begin by offering our warmest 
congratulations. 

I regard this visit as extremely important. As members 
of the Atlantic Alliance, and as major industrial states, the United 
States and the Republic of Italy have much to discuss and much to do. 
Accordingly, our discussions today were wide ranging and extremely 
useful. 

Although our agenda was far too long for me to discuss in 
detail, let me just give you some of the highlights. First, I gave 
the Prime Minister my views on where our relationship stands with the 
Soviet Union and where it is going. I told him that we're very 
pleased with the progress that we've made on the broad agenda, and, 
of course, with the entry into force of the INF Treaty. 

I also told him of my firm belief that without Italy's 
courage, determination, and support throughout INF deployment and 
negotiations, there would have been no treaty. In arms reductions, 
and the other areas on our agenda, much work remains to be done. We 
will continue to depend, and gratefully so, upon Italy's support as 
an ally and advice as a friend. 

One of the important issues before our Alliance is where 
we will redeploy the 401st Tactical Fighter Wing, the F-16s. Italy's 
willingness, at NATO invitation, to consider accepting the planes on 
its soil is typical of Italy's serious approach toward its Alliance 
commitments. Its willingness to do its part, to share the risks and 
responsibilities, as well as the benefits of NATO membership, is 
exemplary. 

The Prime Miniser and I will meet again shortly in 
Toronto, where we will participate in our economic summit. We 
reviewed some of the issues that we expect to discuss there, 
including Italy's welcome initiative to strengthen international 
environmental protection activities. 

Prime Minister De Mita and I also talked about our mutual 
desire for a peaceful end to the conflict between Iran and Iraq, and 
for a comprehensive peace in the Middle East. I know there's deep 
interest and concern among the Italian people on these issues, and we 
appreciate the positive role that the government of Italy has played 
in that troubled region. 

Another issue of great concern to all of us is 
international terrorism. In the last six months, Italy has been the 
victim of two shocking incidents: The death of one of your close 
friends, Mr. Prime Minister, in which I want to extend again my 
deepest condolences, and attack on a USO club in Naples in which an 
American servicewoman was killed. These incidents, terrible as they 
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are, only serve to strengthen our resolve. And they remind us of the 
importance of our cooperative efforts against the human scourge of 
terrorism. 

Mr~ Prime Minister, in closing, I must confess that six 
months ago I said that u.s.-Italian relations could hardly be better. 
But, remarkably, they are. In fact, I believe that we've made 
significant progress in a number of areas and I'm confident that 
we'll continue this trend for the foreseeable future. Mr. Prime 
Minister, we're indeed pleased and honored to have had you as our 
guest. 

PRIME MINISTER DE MITA: I should like to thank President 
Reagan for the welcome extended to me today, which bears witness to 
the longstanding bonds of friendship that exist between Italy and the 
United states. 

I have once again expressed to the President the 
admiration and esteem of the Italian government for the courage and 
determination with which he has pursued his farsighted plan to 
effectively ease the tensions between East and West during his recent 
discussions with the General Secretary of the Soviet communist party, 
Gorbachev. Italy warmly welcomes the outcome of the Moscow summit 
and believes that it is a prelude to further and more wide-ranging 
agreements along the paths of peace. 

I reaffirm the fact that Italy will continue with 
conviction to share in the commitments and undertakings of the 
Alliance which binds us, safeguards our freedoms and underpins the 
development of the West. The prospects for a lasting peace which are 
now emerging in the world require us to prevent any weakening of 
Atlantic solidarity, to refrain from any actions of unilateral 
disarmament and to ensure that differential security zones are not 
created in Europe. I also stressed to President Reagan the 
importance we attribute to strengthening the relationship between the 
United States and Europe -- that Europe which represents the other 
major goal of the Italian government and the major contribution which 
a strong, united and prosperous Europe, coupled with a solid 
Euro-American partnership, can make towards the peace and development 
of the whole world. 

With President Reagan, I reviewed the main aspects of the 
international situation. We expressed a shared concern at the 
protracted states of crisis in the Middle East, Southeast Asia, 
Southern Africa and Latin America. We also expressed the hope that 
the improved climate of trust which now characterizes the dialogue 
between East and West may exercise a favorable effect on these crises 
and help lead to peaceful and fair settlements. 

Particular attention was devoted to the preparations for 
the summit of the seven most industrialized nations in Toronto in 
relation to economic growth, trade issues and problems of 
international indebtedness. In Toronto, the seven will have to 
demonstrate their political farsightedness in order to withstand any 
backward protectionist tendencies and any selfish inward-looking 
attitudes. I also reminded President Reagan of the particular 
importance which Italy attaches to the risks connected with the 
deterioration of the environment and the fight against the worldwide 
scourge of drugs. 

Lastly, we reviewed bilateral relations between the 
United States and Italy and expressed our satisfaction at how well 
they are faring, along with the hope that cooperation and exchanges 
in every sector will continue to increase and intensify. There is a 
fundamental bond which unites Italy and the United States in this 
respect, and that is represented by Americans of Italian origin. 
They continue to make a growing contribution to strengthening the 
ties between our two countries. 

Today's conversations have enhanced my personal 
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conviction that there exists a special relationship between Italy and 
the United States, a permanent political solidarity from which our 
two countries will greatly benefit in their commitment to the pursuit 
of a future characterized by peace, justice and progress. 
(Applause.) • 
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