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ADDRESS TO THE UNITED NATIONS

BY THE HONORABLE AMIN GEMAYEL
PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF LEBANON
NEW YORK, NEW YORK

MONDAY, OCTOBER 18, 1982

MR. PRESIDENT,
To ADDRESS THIS ASSEMBLY IS A UNIQUE PRIVILEGE. | FEEL

PARTICULARLY HONORED, STANDING HERE, BEFORE YOU, AT THIS ROSTROM
FROM WHICH SO MANY OTHER PRESIDENTS OF NATIONS, GREAT AND SMALL.,
HAVE EXPRESSED THE ASPIRATIONS OF THEIR PEOPLE AND DEFENDED
THEIR CAUSE.,

ALLOW ME, MR, PRESIDENT, WHILE THANKING-YOU AND THE DISTIN-
GUISHED REPRESENTATIVES HERE PRESENT, FOR THIS OPPORTUNITY, TO
CONGRATULATE YOU ON YOUR ELEL.TION.

MAY I ALSO ADDRESS TO THE SECRETARY-GENERAL MY CONGRATULATIONS
ON HIS FIRST ANNUAL REPORT TO YOUR ASSEMBLY - A REPORT WHERE THE
CAUSE OF PEACE 1S SERVED BY WISDOM AND INTELLECTUAL HONESTY.

MR. PRESIDENT,
THE FATE OF MY COUNTRY HAS OFTEN BEEN DEBATED HERE, AND EX-

PRESSIONS OF SYMPATHY AND FRIENDSHIP HAVE NOT GONE UNNOTICED BY
THE LEBANESE,
I COME TO YOU TODAY WITH A MESSAGE OF CONFIDENCE, FROM A

NATION WITH REGAINED STRENGTH AND DETERMINATION, A NATION ACTIVE
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AGAIN, NOT IN WAR, BUT IN DARING ADVENTURE OF PEACE AND RE-
CONSTRUCTION,

i APPRECIATE MORE‘THE MEANING OF PEACE, AND GIVE IT THE
PRIORITY IT DESERVES, BECAUSE I, LIKE MY COMPATRIOTS, KNOW
THE SUFFERINGS OF WAR AND EARRIED ARMS IN DEFENSE OF A FREE,
UNITED AND INDEPENDENT LEBANON,

I ADDREss YOU IN THE NAME OF MY PEOPLE, IN THE SPIRIT OF
A SHARPENED NATIONAL CONSENSUS THAT HAS BEEN DEVELOPING THROUGH-
OUT THIS WAR AND WHICH MANIFESTED ITSELF STRONGLY IN THE WAKE
OF THE ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT-ELECT BASHIR GEMAYEL,

LEBANON CAN NO LONGER ENDURE THE BURDENS OF THE TRAGIC WAR
THAT HAS BEEN RAGING IN OUR LAND FOR THE PAST EIGHT YEARS, NOR
COULD THE WORLD GO ON WATCHING OUR DESTRUCTION WITH MORBID FAS-

CINATION,

MR. PRESIDENT,
PRIOR TO THE WAR, LEBANON WAS A STABLE, PEACEFUL AND PROS-

PEROUS COUNTRY. BEIRUT, THE CAPITAL, WAS THE CULTURAL AND
COMMERCIAL CENTER OF THE ARAB WORLD,
ALL OF A SUDDEN, THE DEMOCRATIC EDIFICE THAT WAS LEBANON

WAS SHATTERED. PERHAPS BECAUSE LEBANON WAS TOO DEMOCRATIC, TOO
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FREE - AND EVEN LAX - THAT IT BECAME THE STAGE FOR ONE OF THE
BLOODIEST WARS IN RECENT TIMES. THE CONFLICT OF INTERESTS OF
THIRD PARTIES; THE TENSIONS AMONG STATES IN THE REGION; THE
COMPETING IDEOLOGIES IN THE ARAB WORLD; THE PALESTINIAN ARMED
AND UNCONTROLLED PRESENSE IN OUR MIDST; THE RECURRING ISRAELI
INVASIONS AND INCURSIONS INTB OUR LAND; THE CONTINUING VIOLATION
OF OUR SOVEREIGNTY AND OF OUR FUNDAMENTAL HUMAN RIGHTS - ALL
CONVERGED, FOMENTING SINCE 1975 A CONTINUING STATE OF WAR IN
LEBANON., THE WAR CLAIMED THE LIVES OF MORE THAN ONE HUNDRED
THOUSAND CITIZENS. [T DESTROYED CITIES, TOWNS AND VILLAGES.,
IT BROUGHT FOREIGN TROOPS INTO OUR LAND. IT DIVIDED OUR PEOPLE,
AND CONVERTED LEBANON FROM A HAVEN FOR CULTURE AND PEACE INTO
AN ARENA FOR TERROR AND VIOLENCE,

THE WAR BLURRED MANY IMAGES. WE COULD NOT, FOR EXAMPLE,
TELL WHO WAS THE FRIEND AND WHO WAS THE FOE. ALL SEEMED TO BE
BENT ON THE DESTRUCTION OF OUR PEACEFUL WAY OF LIFE. WE FEARED
THAT THE WAR WOULD LEAD EITHER TO PARTITION OR ANNEXATION.,
LEBANON, THAT HAD BEEN THE LINK BETWEEQ.WEST AND EAST, BECAME A

SOURCE OF DANGER TO BOTH AND, PARTICULARLY, TO THE STATES OF THE

ARAB EAST. THE PROBLEMS AND CONFLICTS OF THE REGION THAT EXPLODED



THIS MATERIAL IS PREPARED BY RANNAFORD INTERNATIONAL, INC.
905 16th STREET, N.W., WASHINGTON, D.C. 20006, WHICH IS REG-
ISTERED UNDER THE FORCICN ACENTS REGISTRATION ACT OF 1938,
AS AMENDED, AS ANl AGENT OF THE L -BNIF :E IIFDRMATION AND
RESEARCH CEMTLR, 1925 EYT T T M W., WASHINGTON, D.C.
20006 {REPRESEMT G TH 2000 FCRCES) THIS MATERIAL 18
FILED WITH THE DEPART CF JUSTICE wWHERE THE REGUIRED
REGISTRATION STATEMENT IS AVAILABLE FOR PUBLIC {NSPECTION,
REGISTRATION DOES NOT INDICATE APPROVAL OF THE MATERIAL B8Y
THE U.5. GOVERNMENT,




_4_

ON OUR LAND WERE MORE THAN THE LEBANESE COULD BEAR. EACH
FOREIGN FORCE CLAIMED A DIVINE RIGHT TO INTERFERE IN OUR
AFFAiRS AND DENIED US THE RIGHT TO SPEAK FOR OURSELVES; AND
THUS,.BY FORCES BEYOND THEIR CONTROL, THE LEBANESE WERE ALIENATED
FROM THEMSELVES. “

WE ARE NOW ON THE VERéE OF A NEW ERA. A NEW CHAPTER OF HOPE
IS UNFOLDING BEFORE OUR EYES.

THE SUPERPOWERS AND THE REGIONAL POWERS ARE RECOGNIZING THE
STRATEGIC IMPORTANCE OF LEBANON FOR PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST.
THE LEBANESE THEMSELVES HAVE LEARNED A BITTER LESSON AND ARE NOW

MORE UNITED THAN EVER BEFORE.'

MR. PRESIDENT,
IN THE NAME OF THE LEBANESE PEOPLE, I WANT TO TELL YOU:

WE HAVE HAD ENOUGH;

ENOUGH OF BLOODSHED,

ENOUGH OF DESTRUCTION,

ENOUGH OF DISLOCATION AND DESPAIR.

WE HAVE PAID THE HIGH PRICE OF WAR. WE SHOULD NOT PAY AN
ADDITIONAL PRICE FOR PEACE. WE WANT OUR RIGHTS, AS A MEMBER OF

THE UNITED NATIONS, TO BE RESTORED TO US:
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EACH COUNTRY ENJOYS INTERNAL SOVEREIGNTY. SO SHOULD WE!
EACH COUNTRY DEPENDS ON AN EFFECTIVE ARMY TO DEFEND ITS
iNbEPENDENCE. SO SHOULD WE!
AS WE WISH TO LIVE IN PEACE AND FREEDOM IN OUR LAND, SO

-

SHOULD THE PALESTINIANS LIVE IN PEACE AND FREEDOM AND SELF—
DETERMINATION IN THEIR LAND, PALESTINE. AND AS WE CHERISH OUR
INDEPENDENCE, WE ALSO CHERJSH THE HOPE THAT PALESTINIANS AND
ISRAELIS, WITH THE.SUPPORT OF THE WORLD COMMUNITY, WILL REACH
A SETTLEMENT THAT WILL ALLOW THEM BOTH TO ENJOY THE FULLNESS OF
RIGHTS THAT ACCRUE FROM INDEPENDENT NATIONAL EXISTENCE.

AS FOR RELATIONS BETWEEN LEBANON AND SYRIA, THEY HAVE ALWAYS
BEEN CLOSE IN THE PAST. IT IS NATURAL THEREFORE THAT SYRIA AND
LEBANON SHOULD DEVELOP STRONG RELATIONS IN THE FUTURE IN THE CON-
TEXT OF INDEPENDENCE, SOVEREIGNTY AND MUTUAL RESPECT. WITH THIS
POSITION IN MIND, I CALL FOR THE IMMEDIATE AND UNCONDITIONAL
WITHDRAWAL OF ALL NON-LEBANESE FORCES FROM LEBANON. I CALL UPON
THE WORLD COMMUNITY TO HELP LEBANON REGAIN ITS REAL INDEPENDENCE AND

REBUILD ITS ECONOMY.

I CARRY TO YOU THE PROMISE I HAVE MADE TO MY PEOPLE: WE SHALL

ALL DO OUR PART, AND DO IT WELL. WE SHALL LAY THE FOUNDATIONS OF
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A STRONG, INDEPENDENT, AND DEMOCRATIC STATE. AND JUST AS WE

HOLD OUR LIBERTY AND SOVEREIGNTY TO BE SACRED AND INVIOLABLE,

SO SHALL WE RESPECT THE LIBERTY AND SOVEREIGNTY OF OTHERS,

FULLY CONSCIOUS OF THE RESPONSIBILITIES THAT THIS ATTITUDE ENTAILS.
WE SHALL MAINTAIN OUR CULTURAL PLURALITY, BUT WITHIN A

NON-COMPROMISING POLITICAL UNITY. CULTURAL DIVERSITY IS TO US

INSEPARABLE" FROM POLITICAL ONENESS. - WE SHALL CULTIVATE THE PILLARS

OF NATIONAL UNITY AND BUILD A CITIZEN WHOSE LOYAI "IES ARE CLEAR;

WHOSE ORIENTATION IS AUTHENTIC.,

MR. PRESIDENT,
WE SHALL REBUILD WHAT WAS DESTROYED, AND THUS HAVE LEBANON

APPEAR IN YOUR MIDST, A FEW YEARS FROM NOW, A PHOENIX RISING
VICTORIOUS FROM ITS OWN ASHES.

FOR ALL OF THIS, FOR PEACE AND STABILITY IN THE MIDDLE EAST,
LEBANON NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT. I HAVE A CLEAR VISION OF A FUTURE
LEBANON, AND THE NEW GOVERNMENT, REPRESENTING THE ENTIRE LEBANESE
FAMILY, SHARES THIS VISION WITH ME. WE START THE ADVENTURE OF
PEACE AND RECONSTRUCTION WITH ENCOURAGING SIGNS. WE APPLAUDAALL
POSITIVE STEPS TAKEN BY OUR FRIENDS IN THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY

ON BEHALF OF A UNITED AND SOVEREIGN LEBANON, STEPS SUCH AS THE
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UNITED STATES’ INITIATIVE ON LEBANON, WHICH WE SHALL EXPLORE
TO THE FULLEST. WE LOOK TO QUR A%AB.BRETHREN‘FéR PéLITICALiAND>
ECONdMIC SUPPORT IN BUILDING A COUNTRY WHICH CAN BE A SOURCE
OF PRIDE, PEACE AND PROGRESS FOR US AND FOR THEM.

MR. PRESIDENT,
WE HAVE STARTED THE RECONSTRUCTION PROCESS, AND OUR FREE

ENTERPRISE SYSTEM, WHICH WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR MUCH OF LEBANON’S
PROSPERITY, IS NOW‘PLAYING‘A LEADING PART. WE ARE CLEARING
THE RUBBLE FROM OUR CITIES. WE ARE BUILDING AND REPAIRING EVERY-
WHERE, WE ARE REBUILDING THE ARMY ALONG NATIONAL, EQUITABLE,
AND RATIONAL LINES, AND WE ARE STRENGTHENING IT TO ASSUME FULL
RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE SECURITY OF OUR HOMELAND., BEIRUT HAS BEEN
REUNIFIED, AND THE LEBANESE ARMY, IN COORDINATION WITH TROOPS
FROM FRIENDLY COUNTRIES, 1S MAINTAINING PEACE THERE. WE ARE
WORKING OUT PLANS FOR OUR ARMY AND INTERNAL SECURITY FORCES TO
ASSUME AUTHORITY IN ALL PARTS OF THE COUNTRY AFTER THE WITHDRAWAL
OF THE NON-LEBANESE ARMIES AND FORCES.

WE ARE RECEIVING AID FROM SEVERAE)QOUNTRIES AND ORGANIZATIONS,
WE ARE RECEIVING AID FROM U.N, AGENCIES. WE ARE GRATEFUL FOR THIS

HELP. WHILE I TALK OPTIMISTICALLY ABOUT THE FUTURE, I WANT YOU
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TO KNOW THAT THE SITUATION IN LEBANON AND IN THE MIDDLE EAST
IS STILL FRAGILE. ONLY CONCERTED EFFORT ON YOUR PART WILL

| STRENGTHEN THE FORCES OF PEACE IN OUR PART OF THE WORLD. WE
NOW HAVE AN OPPORTUNITY TO ARREST THE CYCLE OF WAR AND CHAOS.
LET US SEIZE IT. PEACE IR LEBANON IS OBVIOUSLY A PRECONDITION
TO PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EASTr LEBANON IS A KEY TO THE REG;ON;_
IF IT 1S STABLE, SO WILL THIS REGION- BE STABLE. IF 1T 1s

IN CHAOS, SO WILL BE THE VOLATILE EAST.

'MR. PRESIDENT,
LET US WORK TOGETHER FOR PEACE. LEBANON IS READY FOR PEACE.

THE ARABVWORLD IS READY FOR PEACE. FOR US NOW, PEACE IS AN
ENDEAVOR WHOSE TIME HAS COME. LET US NOT PERMIT THIS OPPORTUNITY
TO SLIP FROM OUR HANps{ LET NATIONS FORGET THE PASSIONS OF THE
PAST, LET THEM TRANSCEND DOGMATIC POSITIONS AND LEAP OVER BOTH
POLITICAL IDEOLOGY AND POLITICAL THEOLOGY, LET STATES REASON
TOGETHER IN THE PURSUIT OF COMMON INTERESTS. WE IN LEﬁANON WANT
TO BE PART OF THIS REASONING PROCESS, PARTICULARLY IN MATTERé

. \

THAT AFFECT US DIRECTLY AND AFFECT OUR STANDING IN THE REGION

AND IN THE WORLD.
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MR, PRESIDENT,
IN A POEM WRITTEN A CENTURY AGO, ABOUT THE.AMERICAN WEST,

A LINE EXPRESSES THE CHALLENGE THAT MAN FACES IN A RQGGED T
 MOUNTAINOUS TERRAIN. IT SAYS: “BRING ME MEN TO MATCH My
MOUNTAINS”. MY COUNTRY, T00, MR, PRESIDENT, IS ONE OF RUGGED
MOUNTAINOUS TERRAIN. THE PEOPLE ARE HARDY AND PROUD, LIKE
THEIR MOUNTAINS.

TODAY, IN LEBANON, ME& ARE AWAKING TO THE HISTORICAL
CHALLENGE THAT FACES THEM. THEY ARE A MATCH TO OUR MOUNTAINS
AND THEIR ASPIRATIONS ARE AS HIGH AS THEIR CEDARS.

GIVE US PEACE; AND WE SHALL AGAIN ASTOUND THE WORLD'
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United States Department of State

Washington, D.C. 20520

October 22, 1982

Ms. Aida Marini
Rice Trad.

Quartier Sursock
Beirut, Lebanon

Dear Ms. Marini:

Thank you very much for sending the beautiful portfolio
"La Vie au Liban" to President Reagan.

All Americans hope, as you do, that we can help to bring
peace to Lebanon. We too cherish the goal of health, freedom
and prosperity for all the people of Lebanon and of the Middle
East.

Sincerely,

David L. Mack

Director

Office for Jordan, Iraqg,
Syria and Lebanon









United States Department of State

%shin.gton; D.C. 20520

Dear Mr. Chairman:

Thank you for your request of June 22 for the Department's
comments on House Concurrent Resolution 359.

As 'you know, the United States voted for and fully
supports- U.N. Security Council Resolution 509. Ambassador
Habib has been working diligently with all of the parties
concerned to arrive at a practical means of bringing about the
implementation of this resolutiqn in. a context of a negotiated
solution to the conflict which will support the territorial
integrity, sovereignty, and political independence of Lebanon
within its internationally recognized borders. The President
has reaffirmed our commitment to this objective repeatedly, and
to this end has urged that all foreign combat forces be
withdrawn from Lebanon. This, of course, is a key aspect of
the delicate negotiations which Ambassador Habib is now
conducting.

With respect to those portions of the resolution relating
to the use of U.S. military equipment in the region, the
Department has communicated on two occasions recently with the
Congress concerning both the guestion of possible violations of
the conditions under which U.S. equipment was furnished, and
action taken by the President to suspend further deliveries of
certain types of munitions in light ‘0f our concerns regarding
their use in the recent fighting. The Administration takes
very seriously the obligations of both the President and the
Congress under the Arms Export Control Act to encourage
observance of agreements concerning the use of U.,S. furnished
items by foreign countries. However, we believe that to
attempt to deal with this subject in a resolution focused on
achieving a negotiated solution to the overall political and
military crisis in Lebanon would be inappropriate. 1In
- particular, it could be misinterpreted by one or more of the
parties at a time when delicate negotiations are under way. As
the Department has made clear in its various communications

The Honorable
Clement J. Zablocki,
Chairman,
Committee on Foreign Affairs,
House of Representatives.



with the Congress concerning the use of U.S. equipment in the
recent fighting, we will continue to consult with the Congress
on this as well as other aspects of the Lebanon situation. -
¢

The proposed resolution also calls for an effective S .
cease~fire by all parties. The U.S. has repeatedly supported
calls for a cease-fire and cessation of hostilities. -
Ambassador Habib had brought about a comprehensive cease-fire kN
in southern Lebanon which remained in effect for almost 11 ‘
months prior to the latest major outbreak of violence, and the
United States was instrumental in achieving a cease=-fire among
the various contending forces in Lebanon soon after these
hostilities were initiated. ©Unfortunately, the cease-fire has
repeatedly broken down. The United States has taken urgent
diplomatic action in each case to restore the cease~fire, in
order that Ambassador Habib's negotiations may proceed to a
successful conclusion. We believe that the record of the .
United States on this matter is clear.

The adoption by the Congress of a resolution would serve
to further manifest U.S. concern that an effective cease-fire
is necessary to permit negotiators to achieve their purpose.

At the same time, however, such a resolution could be
misinterpreted by one or more parties to the conflict and might
thus further complicate the delicate negotiations now under
way. Accordingly, we would urge that action on Concurrent
Resolution 359 be withheld pending the conclusion of Ambassador
Habib's efforts to bring about a solution to the immediate
problem in Beirut. The utility of such a resolution could then
be considered as we move on to the next stages of negotiations
looking toward a withdrawal of all foreign forces from Lebanon
and other actions necessary to make effective the territorial
integrity, sovereignty and political independence of Lebanon.

With cordial regards,

Sincerely,

Powell A. Moore
Assistant Secretary for
Congressional Relations
Enclosure:

Correspondence returned
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MEMORANDUM TO ROBERT C. McFARLANE

FROM: KATE SEMERAD

Before Peter McPherson left for Lebanon he indicated he had
discussed the attached with you.

It is his suggestion that the event be staged the day before
President Gemayel arrives in Washington, if possible.

If you have further questions I can be reached at 632-7364.

All logistics will be handled by Rich Miller, Director of
Public Affairs, AID. His office number if 632-4200 and home
number is (301) 262-0983.

cc: M. Peter McPherson, A/AID
Rich Miller, D/OPA
Mort Allin, Deputy Press Secretary
White House
Mike Baroody



MEMORANDUM FOR HONORABLE WILLIAM P. CLARK
Assistant to the President for National
Security Affairs
The White House

SUBJECT: U.S. Private Sector Initiatives for Lebanon

DISCUSSION: Diverse private sector individuals and organizations
have become involved in helping with the U.S. efforts for relief
and rehabilitation in Lebanon. Considerable money, supplies, tech-
nical services, etc., have already been raised by these groups and
reached Lebanon. With the formation of two new groups, it is
anticipated that further significant U.S. resources will be
leveraged for Lebanon.

THE GROUP'S PURPOSES:

Voluntary Agencies: The private and voluntary groups, such as
Save the Children, Catholic Relief Service, etc., which were
already on the ground when fighting broke out, have
substantially contributed to the relief effort in their
dispersement of food, medical supplies, etc. At the request of
AID these groups have formed a clearinghouse of information in
the U.S. to funnel donations to those voluntary agencies in
Lebanon.

American/Lebanon Private Sector Cooperation, Inc. (ALPSCI): A
newly formed organization composed of U.S. businessmen who plan
to provide a rapid dispersal system for U.S. companies that
want to give financial or in-kind contributions to rebuild
Lebanon. It is ALPSCI's intent to form a counter-part group in
Lebanon composed of Lebanese private businesses. All

resources, including office space, are donated. John M.
Nugent, Vice President, Timmons & Company, is the Chairman of
the Board.

U.S. Business Commission on Lebanon: Formed at the suggestion
of AID, this group will be composed of approximately 20 CEO's
of major U.S. companies. The group would determine potential
for U.S. private sector participation in Lebanon. Also, this
group will act as the Honorary Board of Directors of ALPSCI.
Lew Preston, CEO of J. P. Morgan and Company, is chairing this
group.

Ralph Davidson, President of Time, Inc. orchestrated the
raising of over $1M from 27 U.S. companies for relief in
Lebanon. Much of that money has already been dispersed through
voluntary agencies and to the University of Beirut. ©No further
involvement is planned.

OPERATIONS: All of the above named groups are cooperating with
each other. All will receive active support by the U.S.
Government but are expected to determine their own agenda, terms
of reference, and much, if not all, of their own funding.



U.S.

Business Commission on Lebanon

and Honorary Board of Directors of ALPSCI

Lewis Preston

Morgan Guarantee Trust

Donald Rumsfeld
G.D. Searle Company

W. Clement Stone

Combined International

James Robinson
American Express

J.P. Sticht
R.J. Reynolds

William Marriott
Marriott Corporation

Rand Araskog (CEO)
ITT

George M. Keller
SOCAL

Lee Morgan
Catepillar

Bill Ruckelshaus
Weyerhauser

Ralph Parsons (Owner)

Parsons Construction

Hans Angermueller
Citicorp

Dick Debs
Morgan Stanley

Robert Fomon
E.F. Hutton

Max Fischer
Irving Shapiro
Shapiro, Inc.

Bob Basil
Robert Basil International,

Edward Telling
Sears

Roy A Anderson
Lockheed Corporation

Frank Borman
Fastern Air Lines, Inc.

Thomas Joseph Feehan
Brown and Root Company

James Roche
General Motors (former CEO)

Inc.



Board of Directors of ALPSCI

Chairman of the Board John Nugent
Timmons and Company
Washington, D.C.

Board Member & Treasurer Joseph D. Baroody
Wagner & Baroody
Washington, D.C.

Board Members James M. Roberts
Lockheed Corporation
Washington, D.C.

Edward Forgotson
Shea & Gould
Washington, D.C.

Ralph J. Perk
Perk & Associates
Cleveland, Ohio

President Bradley Palmer
c/o Brown & Root, Inc.
Washington, D.C.

Vice President John C. Archer
Halliburton, Inc.
Washington, D.C.

Secretary Edward L. Weidenfeld

McKenna, Conner, Cuneo
Washington, D.C.

Private Voluntary Agencies Representatives

The following seven voluntary organizations, presently active in
Lebanon, will be sending representatives. Their names will be
provided under separate cover.

Cooperative League of the U.S.A.

International Committee for the Red Cross

Catholic Relief Services

America Mid-East Educational and Training Services, Inc.
Save the Children Federation

World Vision Relief Organization

American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee



REQUEST: The positive aspects of these ventures are numerous. It
is consistent with the President's initiative in private
volunteerism. It will complement A.I.D. efforts.

We propose that President Reagan hold a Rose Garden ceremony to
congratualte and encourage the groups. No more than 10 minutes of
the President's time should be involved.

SCENARIO: The Rose Garden would be preset with a large set of
risers, enough to accommodate 40 people. All private sector
representatives will be seated behind the podium. Standing will
be M. Peter McPherson, AID Administrator, Lewis Preston, John
Nugent, Ralph Davidson, and one representative from the voluntary
agencies.

The President would come to the podium and make brief remarks
(suggested remarks attached). He introduces McPherson, Preston,
Nugent, Davidson, and one representative from the voluntary
agencies to answer questions from the media. The President would
leave the podium after his remarks.

McPherson would give a brief explanation of the Private Sector
efforts and their relationship to the U.S. Government. The media
would then be allowed questions of McPherson, Preston, Nugent,
Davidson, and one representative from the voluntary agencies.



Good morning (afternoon). I am happy to welcome here today
these fine people who have assembled non-profit private
business organizations to help in the difficult task of

rebuilding war-torn Lebanon.

As the people of Lebanon begin to rebuild their nation, the
United States stands behind their efforts. These people
represent organizations created out of the selfless American
principles of helping our friends in a time of need. They also
exhibit confidence in the resiliency of the Lebanese private

sector and its ability to restore a strong Lebanese economy.

I am pleased that we could bring you all here today as evidence
that Americans are caring and compassionate people. Certainly
the spirit of volunteerism that your organizations reflect is a

remarkable tribute to the altruism found in America.

I wish you every success - GOD SPEED..
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CONE-FPENTIAL

OVERSEAS PRIVATE INVESTMENT CORPORATION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20527, US.A.

OFFICE OF THE
PRESIDENT

November 10, 1982

MEMORANDUM

To : Dr. Norman A. Bailey
Senior Director
National Security Planning
National Security Council

Subject: White House Delegation of OPIC Contractors to
Lebanon - October 30 - November 2, 1982

As requested, we are submitting herewith a brief summary of
the findings and accomplishments of the delegation of 18 U.S.
contractors which I led to Beirut, Lebanon. Winton ''Red"
Blount served as Co-Chairman of this special task force of
American businessmen.

BACKGROUND

In part as a response to President Amin Gemayel's visit to
the U.S. on October 18 - 19, and in part as a desire of the
Administration to demonstrate its support of Lebanon in its
challenge to rebuild Beirut, OPIC was asked to lead a dele-
gation of American senior executives from the construction
contracting industy. Construction companies represented
included: Bechtel, Raymond International, Perini, Brown &
Root, Morrison/Knudsen, (see attached list).

The primary focus of this special trip was to deliver
professional executives from the American private sector who
would interface directly with their counterparts in the
Lebanese private sector. The Association of Lebanese General
Contractors served as hosts for the American delegation during
the 2%-day visit.

FINDINGS

1. As anticipated, destruction of buildings, harbor facilities,
etc. was widespread. However, the majority of damage ap-
peared to be related to the civil strife of the 1975 - 1976

~CONTIDENT:AL
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era; destruction caused by the Israelis was far less than
expected (and was confined largely to middle-class housing
projects located exclusively in West Beirut).

Most roads had been cleared and were passable. Almost no
damage to the airport was noted and it seemed to be fully
functional.

Evidence of the re-emergence of Lebanon seemed widespread:
small retail shops had recently opened; fruit and vegetable
stands were springing up on street corners all over the
city; roads were beginning to be repaired and repaved with
asphalt; "luxury' cars, which apparently had been kept off
the roads by their owners, were once again in evidence, etc.

There was a strong presence of entrepreneurship within the
Lebanese private sector. The reputation of the resource-
fulness and resilience of the Lebanese businessmen seemed
to be well founded. The business community provided an
extremely warm welcome to the U.S. delegation, and every
businessman we met was highly enthusiastic over Lebanon's
future and its re-emergence as a center of commerce and
banking.

The subject of money was hardly mentioned (contrary to
warnings by our Embassy). In fact, the Lebanese business-
men seemed anxious to point out that adequate capital was
available within the private sector to finance most of
their projects. Representatives from the public sector,
however, admitted to a need for substantial outside funds
but did not suggest or assume that the U.S. would provide -
a disproportionate share.

All Lebanese agreed that before rebuilding could move ahead
in earnest, clear and demonstrable signs of stability must
return to Lebanon (i.e., a stable central government must
emerge). The Lebanese (private sector and government) all
agreed that the number one obstacle to stability was the
presence of Palestinians and Syrians. They also felt the
solution to this problem was more U.S. troops (and other
multinational forces) and not a question of strengthening
their own Lebanese army. (The Israeli presence in South
Lebanon was hardly ever mentioned one way or another.)

ACCOMPLISHMENTS

1.

As the U.S. Embassy reported by cable after the mission
had departed:

"a review of the media here and conversations
with Lebanese businessmen after you left indicate
that the visit of the mission was an unqualified
success."
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Lebanese businessmen seemed eager to get input from U.S.
businessmen on a wide range of subjects related to recon-
struction of Beirut (i.e., priority of projects; advice

on trying to restore certain structures versus total
demolition and rebuilding; identification of specific

areas where there could be a transfer of new U.S. construc-
tion techniques, management systems, training programs,
etc.). ‘

Although the principal purpose of the American mission

was to observe the situation and advise the Lebanese on

how best to plan an overall reconstruction program, it soon
became apparent that the Lebanese businessmen were approach-
ing individual American businessmen on specific proposals
for joint venture projects; some of these were in advanced
stages of discussion by the end of the 2%-day mission and

a number of American businessmen had made plans to return
to Beirut to continue and/or finalize agreements. (OPIC

is aware of several of these projects (i.e., a major
project for the manufacturing of certain construction
materials, city water system reconstruction, agricultural
irrigation systems, etc.).

There was broad and highly favorable press coverage of the
American visit by local media on each day. Examples:
"Le Reveill," a leading French newspaper stated:

"The presence of the (American) team in
Lebanon is a sign of U.S. faith in the
future of the country and of the faith of
Lebanese businessmen in Lebanon and their
willingness to rebuild it."

"Al-Anwar," a leading Arabic newspaper said:

"In a pragmatic reaction to President
Gemayel's visit to Washington, a special-
ized U.S. mission came to Beirut to
participate in reconstruction development."

(Copies of several of the newspaper articles are attached;
a complete collection of all coverage is being pouched by
the Embassy.)

During a ceremony toward the end of the visit, the Lebanese
Chamber of Commerce and Industry sponsored a special event
to formally express their gratitude to the American delega-
tion for their wvisit to Beirut. At the conclusion, we were
presented with a silver plate on which was inscribed:

"In rememberance of your friendly wvisit to

the Beirut Chamber of Commerce and Industry
as first American delegation since 1975."

GCONFEBENIIAL
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At this presentation, the President of the Lebanese
Chamber made a special point of stating that not only
was our group the first visit of Americans since 1975,
but also the "first group of businessmen to visit
Lebanon from any foreign nation since the start of

the Israeli crisis 6 months ago,' thereby underscoring
the importance to which the Lebanese attached to the
timeliness of this special White House mission.

- . N
Craig A. Nalen
Attachments
cc: Honorable James A. Rolraw TTT

Honorable Craig L.
Honorable Lyndon K. ai.iun
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October 8, 1982

The Honorable William Clark ‘l 5 OCT 1982
Assistant to the President
for National Security
The White House
Washington, D. C.

Dear Bill:

I thought you might be interested to know that the new President of
Lebanon is a close friend of Senator Samir Zakhem. President Gemayel
asked Senator Zakhem to come to see him while he is in Washington.
Their families are old friends.

Senator Zakhem has a doctorate in Political Science. He was a professor
of Political Science at the University of Colorado and the University of
Denver. As the person who directed his graduate work at the University
of Colorado, I would like to suggest that Senator Zakhem's talents could
be used at this stage in Lebanon. He originally came from ILebanon and
knows all the top officials of that country. Because of his close
relationship with President Gemayel, Senator Zakhem could be -* *---*

as helpful as Ambassador Habib. He is a very patriotic Americu.. caocs. -
zen. Furthermore, Senator Zakhem literally did more campaigning for
President Reagan in Colorado than anybody else with the possible
exception of Joe Coors. I think it would be appropriate to invite
Senator Zakhem to a dinner for President Gemayel.

In case you decide to do something about this, Senator Zhkhem's address
and telephone number are as follows: \CD

2691 South Zurich Court ZZJUJ -

Denver, Colorado 80219

(303) 934-4933

With best wishes. . ¢£2¢> é}L{KZ1=—‘“—
J})//Eordially,

o A

Edward J. Rozek
Professor

pa . / o, o o)
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S/S 8233256
Date November 2, 1982
For: Mr. William P. Clark
National Security Council
The White House
Reference:
To: President Reagan From: = “ -
Date: October 28, 1982 Subject: TortoT o - )

- . . .
R S T N B e e S

WH Referral Dated: October 29, 1982 NSC ID # 8207497
N (1f any)

The attached item was sent directly to the Department
of State.’

Action Taken:

A draft reply is attached.

A draft reply will be forwarded,.

A translation is attached.

An information copy ~f a direct reply is attached.

We believe no response is necessary for the reason
cited below.

o —
e ——
et ™ e—
i —a——
P e
—— coa—

The Department of State has no objection to the
proposed travel.

XX Other.

Remarks: No reply is expected or required. We will bear in mind
other opportunities to continue Presidential correspondence.

L
/)/ S/A# FIAT0/97 Lacone A~/

L. Paul Bremer, III
Executive Secretary
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