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I am convinced that we can create the circumstances
for the people of Lebanon to live again in peace
and security, knowing that Lebanese soil will

never again be used for attacks on your neighbors.

With best regards,

Sincerely,

ROMALD REAGAR

His Excellency

Amin Gemayel

President of the Republic of Lebanon
Beirut
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 24, 1983

Dear Menachem:

I deeply appreciated your letter of April 19
condemning the terrorist attack on our Embassy in
Beirut. Too many in the world have suffered from
the scourge of terrorism. The people of Israel
know only too well the tragedies of this virulent
disease. Indeed our mutual commitment to combatting
terrorism and ensuring that it never achieves its
purposes is one of the many ties binding our two
countries. As I made clear immediately after the

- assault on our Embassy, we will not let this

tragedy deter us from pursuing our objectives in
the region. :

It was with this in mind that I have dispatched
Secretary Shultz to visit the Middle East. I am
convinced that now is the time to conclude the

talks on Lebanon and to effect the prompt withdrawal
of all foreign forces from Lebanon while ensuring
the security of Northern Israel from attacks

across the border. Much has been achieved in the
negotiations and I am confident we are on the
threshold of a new and peaceful relationship
between Israel and Lebanon. -

Secretary Shultz's concentration on the Lebanon
negotiations should not be misread as any lessening
of my determination to move forward on the peace
process on the basis of my September 1 initiative.
I know that you share my conviction that peace and
security can only be achieved through direct
negotlatlons.

Equally important as Secretary Shultz meets with )
you is my interest in reaffirming and strengthening
the firm friendship which has always existed
between our two countries. I believe that relations
between our two countries are on the upswing.

This is as it should be. In this regard I note’
with pleasure your decision to share information
with us-on the Lebanon conflict and our own de0151on
to release technology for the Lavie.



o e A s

Foreign minister Shamir's trip to Washington last
month enabled us to discuss our relationship in
detail and, thereby, to improve the atmosphere
between us. I am confident that Secretary Shultz's
trip to Israel will have the same effect.

With warmest regards,

Sincerely,

His Excellency
Menachem Begin
Prime Minister of Israel
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 24, 1983

Dear Hosni:

Thank you for your letter of March 31 which Minister
of State Ghali delivered to me in Washington. I .
also deeply appreciate your warm message of condolence
following the attack on our Embassy in Beirut

April 18. I know the American people understand

that this cowardly act of terrorism does not

reflect the widespread support for our efforts on
behalf of peace, in Lebanon and elsewhere in the
region. '

I have sent Secretary Shultz to the Middle East
precisely because of the concerns you expressed in
your messages. I share your sense of urgency
about the need to achieve an equitable settlement
of the Lebanon problem. Ambassadors Habib and
Draper have made substantial progress in their
recent talks with the Israelis and Lebanese. A
few difficult issues remain, however, which I am
determined -to see resolved as quickly as possible.
I have instructed Secretary Shultz to explore with
both parties several new ideas which we have
developed. I will follow his progress closely and
will do what is necessary to support his efforts.
I assure you we will remain actively engaged with
the parties until a settlement is achieved.

Once we have achieved our goal in Lebanon which
remains the prompt withdrawal of all foreign

forces, I intend to rededicate our full energies

to the active pursuit of progress in the broader
peace process. I continue to believe my September

1 initiative, based as it is on United Nations
Security Council Resolution 242 and the Camp David
Framework, remains the sole means available to

those who wish to achieve concrete progress toward

the achievement of a just and comprehensive resolution
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of the Palestinian problem. We must challenge
those who reject peace and aggressively press for
a broadened negotiating forum. I expect to work
closely with you in this effort and will need your
help if we are to succeed.

Secretary Shultz is due to arrive in Egypt April 25,
the first anniversary of the Israeli withdrawal
from the Sinai. I take great pride in our role

in helping to bring about the peace treaty between
Egypt and Israel which led to this historic event.
This landmark achievement demonstrates what can be
accomplished through the pursuit of negotiations,
rather than violence. The Sinai is a beacon which
should renew the faith of the people of the Middle
East that peace can be achieved.

The forces of violence, terrorism and oppression
have for too long held center stage in the Middle
East. The attack on our Embassy in Beirut was but
the latest example of the outrages that the people
of the Middle East have suffered in recent years.
We will not be intimidated by such acts and will
continue to dedicate our best efforts to the
realization of a peaceful and prosperous Middle
East. Knowing that you are with us on this course
only adds to my confidence that ultimately we will
succeed.

With warmest regards,

Sincerely,

- ROMALD REAGAR

His Excellency

Mohammad Hosni Mubarak

President of the Arab Republic of Egypt
Cairo :
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 2646

April 21, 1983

MEMORANDUM FOR CHARLES HILL
Executive Secretary
Department of State

SUBJECT: The President's Response to Lebanese President
Gemayel's April 18th Letter

Since the delegation to Lebanon had departed when we received the
proposed draft reply to President Gemayel's April 18th letter, we
recommend that the President's response be cabled so that it can
be delivered by the delegation upon their arrival in Lebanon.

No green to follow.

Michael O. Wheeler
Staff Secretary

Attachment
Tab A - President's response to be cabled



DRAFT REPLY

Dear Mr. President:

I am grateful for the thoughtful message of condolences you
sent after the terrorist bombing of the United States Embassy
in Beirut. This cowardly’deed has brought sorrow to many in
the United States, fé} too many of our colleagues have paid the
price of the pursuit of peace. We grieve also for our friends
in Lebanon, whose suffering has been even greater. I have
asked Undersecretary Eagleburger to convey my sympathies to the
bereaved and my gratitude to your government. Bob Dillon has
told me of the excellent cooperation and help we have received
throughout this tragedy, for which I cannot thank you enough.

This vile crime, Mr. President, will not deter us in the
search for peace and stability in Lebanon. Our efforts to
negotiate the departure of all occupying forces froﬁ Lebanon
will go on. And, I can assure you, the American flag will
continue to wave in Beirut, with our Marines and at our Embassy.

Today, we mourn our fallen colleagues. But our hearts are
strong, for the goal of a unified and sovereign Lebanon is a
just one.

With warm regards,

Sincerely,

Ronald Reaga..

His Excellency
Amin Gemayel,
President of the Republic of Lebanon,
Beirut.
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EMBASSY OF LESAMORN
© WASHINGTON o se

' PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAM

#o.o1 AM DEEPLY GRIEVED BY THE CRIMINAL ACT PERPETRATED AGAINST.f
fYOUR EMBASSY [N BEIRUT THIS NOON., FOR EIGQHT YEARS OUTSIDERS : o
HAVE -‘MADE OUR PEACEFUL COUNTRY THE BATTLEGROUND OF ALL THE CONFLIC-&j;i'
TING-FORCES IN THE MIDDLE EAST, BRINGING WITH 1T DEATH AND
DESTRUCT!ON YOUR EFFORTS TC DISENTANGLE LEBANON FROM THESE
FORCES7AND RESTORE PEACE AND STABILITY TO OUR PEOPLE, MUST"
DISPLEASE . THOSE WHO THRIVE ON CCNFLICT AND ANARCHY, THE CROSS
OFAPEACE ‘LS THE BURDEN OF THE BRAVE. | AM CONFIDENT THAT YOUR
BRAVE ! INTIATIVE FOR PEACE WILL COMNTINUE INSFITE OF ALL SUCH .
THREATS AND ATTEMPTS AT BLACK-MAIL .

THOSE RESPONSIBLE FOR THIS CRIME HAVE UNITED IN DEATH INNOCENT:
LEBANESE: AND AMERICAN CITIZENS AND HAVE STRENGTHENED THE DETER=- -
MINATIEON:OF OUR TWO COUNTRIES TO CONTINUE TO WORK TOGETHER IN -7
§RESTORING THE UNITY, THE FREEDOM AND INDEPENDENCE OF THIS TORTURED

Y:THIS 'IRRESPONSIBLE ACT BE THE LAST IN OUR LAND AND'MAYfTH
E ORY QOF - THOSE INNOCENT VICTIMS SPUR US ALL TO INTENSIFY :
OUR‘EFFORTS TO RESTORE SOVEREIGNTY, HUMANITY, AND PEACE

-T0° THIS NATION .

AMINE GEMAYEL
PRESIDENT




MEMORANDUM
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 2646

April 21, 1983
ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR WILLIAM P. CLARK
FROM: GEOFFREY KEMP C—

SUBJECT: Letter to Leban President from President Reagan

Attached at Tab A is a reply to President Gemayel's April 18th
letter to the President. Since the delegation to Lebanon had
departed when we received the State draft reply, we recommend
that the President's response be cabled so that it can be
delivered by the delegation upon their arrival.

The text of the message has been cleared by the Speechwriters.
No green to follow.

RECOMMENDATION

That you approve the memo at Tab I from Wheeler to Hill asking
State to cable the message to the delegation in Lebanon.

APPROVE DISAPPROVE

Attachments:
Tab I - Wheeler to Hill memo
A - President's response to be cabled

Tab II - Incoming April 18th letter
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April 20, 1983

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. WILLIAM P. CLARK “
THE WHITE HOUSE

Subject: Letter to President Gemayel

We believe it would be appropriate to reply to President
Gemayel's message of condolence (Tab 2) with a letter from
President Reagan, which Under Secretary Eagleburger would give
to Gemayel on Friday. A draft is attached (Tab 1) for your

urgent consideration.

Charles Hill
Executive Secretary
Attachments:

1. Draft Letter from the President
2., Letter from President Gemayel
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S/S 8311966

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Washington, D.C. 20520

April 19, 1983

MEMORANDUM FOR: Mr. Michael O. Wheeler
National Security Council

SUBJECT: Alertin 1SC on Presidential
Correspondence

Enclosed is a copy of a letter to President Reagan

from Israeli Prime Minister Begin
which is transmitted for your information.

This document was received in the Exequtive Secretariat
Information Management Section on April 19, 1983.

E ~
7 e KD cUE
i/ Director, S/S-1
Information Management Section
Executive Secretariat
ext. 23836




EMBASSY OF ISRAEL 5&ﬂW'hTV1JW
WASHINGTON, D.C. LA

A0/619

19 April 1983

Dear Mr. President,

I have been asked by Prime Minister Begin to transmit

to you the following message:

"Dear Ron,

I write in the name of all Israel when I express
to you my deep shock at the terrible outrage which
took the lives of so many at the American Embassy in
Beirut yesterday. We mourn the dead, express our
profound condolences to the bereaved families and pray
for the speedy recovery of the injured.

Yours respectfully and sincerely,
(sd.)
Menachem"

Sincerely,

Benjamin Netanyahu
Chargé d'Affaires ad interim

The President
The White House
Washington, D.C.
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"United Scates .
o Americg

J, Congressional Record

‘ ' th
PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE Q8" CONGRESS, FIRST SESSION

Vol 129

WASHINGTON, TUESDAY, APRIL 26, 1983

No. 54

- House of Representatives

LET THE TRUTH BE TOLD
ABOUT THE SITUATION IN THE
MIDDLE EAST .

HON. NORMAN F. LENT

OF NIW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, Aprid 26, 1983

@ Mr. LENT, Mr, Speaker, I would
like to bring to the attention of my
colleagues two excellent articles that
appeared recently in the Wall Street
Journal concerning the real obstacles
to peace in' the Middle Fast.” A con-
stituent of mine from Hicksville, N.Y.,
Mr. J. James Plesser, 'suggested that
the articles deserve broader circula-
tion and I wholeheartedly agree,

Mr. Speaker, these fine essays pro-
vide a better understanding of the re-
alities of the situation in the Middle
East. While some may have been led
to believe that Israel is holding up
progress in reaching a peace agree-
ment there, these articles demonstrate
quite clearly that this, of course, s not
the case, N

It has been the PLO's refusal to ne.
gotiate and actions by the terrorists
who have bombed the U.S. Embassy in
Belrut that have held up progress in
achieving a solution to the difficulties
in the Middle East. I urge all my col-
leagues to read these most informative
studies of the realitles of the Middle
East problems the United States {s at-
tempting to resolve, - 'L

Mr. Speaker, I would like to request
permission for these articles to be in-

cluded in the CoNGRESSIONAL RECORD .

50 that my colleagues may see and
learn from them, - - " .

{From Wall Street Journal, Apr. 15, 1983}
THE PLO OBSTACLE .

Wishful thinkers in the State Depart.
ment, frantically chasing after any glimmer
of hope for Middle East negotiations, are
trying to resurrect President Reagan's ini.
tiatlve for the West Bank and the Gaza
Strip, But the Initiative, refedted by Israel
and most recently by Jordan’s King Hus-
sein, {s doomed to failure unless the PLO
abandons everything it has ever stood for.

The Reagan plan, well-intended, aimed at
providing self-government for West Bank
and Gaza Arabs without threatening Israell
security. Mr, Reagan recognized that Israel
would never countenance a PLO state on its
borders, so he embraced the Israeli Labor
Party's 1dea of a self-governing Arab regime
somehow connected with Jordan. It would
presumably be up to Jordan to police the
West Bank and make sure it didn’t become a
;’LO terrorist and military base against

srael.

But what Mr. Reagan falled to reckon
with was the continuing intransigence of
the PLO and its continuing capacity to
cause misery for any Arab leader who works
toward an accommodation with Israel. King
Hussein learned all he had to know last Sat-.
urday when Yasser Arafat failed to deliver

PLO support for forda.n's entering in the l

negotiations. We doubt that the softer line

Mr. Arafat espoused two days ago will

change the King’s mind. _
This fallure confirmed once again what

; the Israelis have always saild: That the PLO

isn't interested In self-government for the

West Bank and Gaza. What It wants Is the °
obliteration of the state of Israel and its re-

placement by a PLO-run state whose flag
woauld fly over Haifa and Beersheba and Je-

rusalem, And the assassination over the |
weekend of the leading Palestinian propo-

nent of accommodation with Israel was a

dramatic reminder of how Palestinian radi-
cals deal with those who disagree with their

nihilistic phllosophies.

(Continued)

Such tactics make it clear that federation
with the West Bank would be an enormous
headacbe for King Hussein. If he were to
crack down too hard on the PLO and its
sympathizers on the West Bank, he would
risk Sadat-style assassination. If he were to
let the PLO pose & security threat to Israel,
he would Invite Israeli attacks,

The customary fingers are now being
pointed at Israel and its West Bank settle-
ments policy, when the real reason for Jor-
danilan refection is PLO intimidation. In the
seme way, Israel Is blamed for the break-
down of talks about withdrawing from Leba.
non, when the real reasons are the Soviet
military bulldup in Syria and the threat by
Arab governments, particularly the Saudis,
to boyeott Lebanese commerce {f Lebanon
engages in any trade with Israel,

Israel has occupied the West Bank and
Gaza for more than 15 years now, without a
single serlious move by the PLO and its
backers to negotiate Arab self-rule. It is
hardly surprising that pressures within
Israel for annexation of the West Bank
Erow stronger. And unless the PLO changes
its tune, it may soon be time for U.S. policy
makers to accept annexation as g fait ac-
compli,

—
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The force of it was stunning. A car bomb
in Beirut blew up the American embassy
yesterday morning, tearing away the front
of the building and collapsing the rein-
forced concrete floors like a deck of cards.
At least 39 people, some of them American
servicemen, were killed. There is one grisly
saving grace about modern-day Mideast
politics: Whenever you get your head too
far into the clouds, with dreams of grand
manipulations and comprehensive peace,
one sort of explosion or another will remind
.you of the bleody impossibility of the place.

On the eve of the embassy tragedy, the
centerpiece of the Reagan administration’s
Mideast policy, its plan to solve the problem
of the West Bank, was falling into the trap
that has gobbled up every comprehensive-
style peace plan for the Mideast. The ad-
ministration was trying desperately to get
Jordan's King Hussein, as well as any other
available Arab heads of state, to sit down
with the Israelis. The king proved himself 8
secure hostage to the dictates of Yasser
Arafat, who is no more ready to give up his
status as a revolutionary figure this time
than he has even been. The Peace plan has
suffered its predictable impasse.

Before that, the U.8. military was com-
plaining that the Israeli soldiers in Lebanon
were harassing our troops there. Top civil-
ian authorities {n the Pentagon instructed
our Marine commander to write a letter
saying so, then leaked the letter and made it
a nasty little public incident. There was
much speculation about the Israelis’ possi-

ble dirty motives and ours, In the course of
the fight the Israelis revealed one reason
for the constant tenslon: U.S. soldiers in
Lebanon were forbidden to establish the
normal type of liaison -and communications
with their Israeli comralles, apparently be-
cause of someone’s fear that Arabs would
regard™ this as unseemly fraternization.
Hence minor canflicts over sector responsi-
bilities were festering in wait of diplomatic
solutions.

In the process of all this, the administra-.
tion delivered insult after insult to the Is-
raelis. The president sent a message to the
Syrians saying that the U.S. might include
the Syrians’ demand for the return of the
Golan Helghts in any future negotiations.
Our Karen Elliott House, in reporting last
week’s fascinating two-part series on the po-
litical pressures that came to bear on the
Jordanian king, was told that President
Reagan had said he was willing to risk loss
of the Jewish vote in 1984 to get the king's
cooperation on the peace plan,

The White House has, of course, denied
this bit of political expansiveness, but the
credibility of the Hussein meeting account
was strengthened by the president’s earlier
threat to hold up sale of F-16 fighter planes
to Israel until Israeli troops are out of Leba-
non. The situation has also turned slightly
poisonous within the U.S. government; the
president's adviser for Jewish affairs within
the White House has quit after discovering
that there is a big difference between being
listened to in the Oval Office and having
anyone take you seriously.

(From the Wall Street Journal, Apr. 19,

-Page Two-

This everlasting seesaw Is by no means
new in U.S. diplomacy towards the Middle
East. Almost since the formation of the
state of Israel 35 years ago, the U.S. has
combined its special relationship with Israel®
with attempts to try to win the friendship
and confidence of Arab states and mediate
on Israeli-Arab peace. No one can say for
sure that some other policy would have
worked better, given the conflicts of the
area, but the one the U.S. has followed
clearly has had serious deficiencies.

Quite possibly the U.S. has been_victim to
a'dangerous illusion: that a broad and stable
peace is possible in the Mideast and that we
have the power to bring it about. In fact,
Israel or no Israel, the region is going to be
victim to political instability for years to
come; all we can prudently do is to choose
the erucial points at which we can mitigate
the situation in our own interests, keeping
in mind that our best chance for doing that
lies with maintaining a close working rela-
tionship with the one stable and militarily
effective democracy in the area, Israel,

All this fooling around on our part, with
large promises and potential commitments
to shaky and mutually suspicious Arab lead-
ers, is dangerous. There are Soviets in the
Mideast. They have just reminded us of
that by restocking Syria with even more ad-
vanced weapons than the ones the Syrians
lost in the Lebanese war, and sending in-
large numbers of Russians to help man
them. Diplomaticaily, the Soviets are there
too. This time around they played a crucial
role in persuading Arafat and Hussein not
to bite at the Reagan plan. We cannot casu-
ally stomp on our allies in the region with
the Russians so eager to make capital of the
situation.

Yesterday's bomb might be read by some
as just that much more evidence that we
have to do more to redress Arab grievances.
There is nothing in the record to support
such a claim, Terrorism is the work of Arab
factions interested in conquest, not peace,
and certainly no friends of the U.S. The
lesson we should draw from the latest
Beirut horror is that grandstanding and
moralizing in such a highly charged situa-

tion are merely ways to court embarrass-
ment. It's time to get down to a quieter kind
of work, and also to remember who our
friends are.@
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

TO:

FROM: MICHAEL K. DEAVER
Assistant to the President
Deputy Chief of Staff

O Information

J Action



SS 8307350

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Washington, D.C. 20520

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. WILLIAM P. CLARK
" THE WHITE HOUSE

Subject: Appoihtment Requests: the Lebanese and Israeli
Foreign Ministers with the President

After an initial round of discussions between the Secretary
and the Foreign Ministers of Lebanon and Israel, we believe it
would be useful to give each a chance to present his govern-
ment's position on the Lebanon negotiations directly to the
President.

Israeli Foreign Minister Shamir and his delegation plan to
leave Washington on Monday, March 14 at 5:00 p.m. It would be
best if a meeting with the President could be scheduled for
mid-to-late afternoon on Monday to enable the Foreign Minister
to maintain his departure schedule.

Lebanese Foreign Minister Elie Salem and Presidential
Emissary Sa'eb Salam will be in Washington for a few days
longer and could meet with the President as late as Wednesday,
March 16. Salem would be accompanied by Sa'eb Salam, former
Prime Minister and leader of Lebanon's Sunni Muslim community,
who is carrying a personal message for the President from
Lebanese President Gemayel.

Executlve Secretary
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L ' DARTMENT OF STATE
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT
TRANSMITTAL FORM
FOR: Mr. Robert C. McFarlane
National Security Council
The White House
REFERENCE:;
TO: President Reagan FROM: Ms. Kathy Hamden
DATE: geptember 13, 1983 SUBJECT: Lebanon's Druze Community

WHITE HOUSE REFERRAL DATED: September 29, 1983 NSC # 139714

THE ATTACHED ITEM WAS SENT DIRECTLY
TO THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE

ACTION TAKEN:

A draft reply is attached
A draft reply will be forwarded
A translation is attached

xxxx An information ceopy of a direct reply is attached

We believe no response is necessary for the reason
cited below
Other

REMARKS :

-E Secretary

UNCLASSIFIED
(CLASSIFICATION)




T HE WHTITE HOUSE OFFTICE
REFERRAL

SEPTEMBER 29, 1983

TO: DEPARTMENT OF STATE

ACTION REQUESTED:
DIRECT REPLY, FURNISH INFO COPY

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING:
ID: 139714

MEDIA: LETTER, DATED SEPTEMBER 13, 1983

TO: :A,imaz‘ﬁ’j

FROM: MS. KATHY HAMDEN
PRESIDENT
AMERICAN DRUZE PUBLIC AFFAIRS
COMMITTEE

POST OFFICE BOX 230
ARLINGTON VA 22210

SUBJECT: URGING PRESIDENT AND ADMINISTRATION TO REACH
SUITABLE AGREEMENT FOR THE DRUZE IN LEBANON

BY OBJECTING TOTHE PRESENCE OF THE
PHALANGISTS IN THE CHOUF

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486.

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE

(OR DRAFT) TO:
AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE

SALLY KELLEY
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE
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