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April 28, 1983
ACTION
MEMORANDUM FOR WILLIAM P, CLARK
FROM: GEOFFREY KEMI
SUBJECT: Incidents Bet i Marines and IDF Troops

in Lebanon

Attached at Tab I is a letter for your signature to Congressman
Kemp concerning the incidents between the US Marines and the IDF
troops in Lebanon.

RECOMMENDATION:

That you sign the letter to Congressman Kemp at Tab I.

APPROVE 1/ DISAPPROVE

Attachment:
Tab I - Letter to Congressman Kemp
A - Incoming correspondence









PLEASE RESPOND

Congress of the Wnited States oo,

31ST DISTRICT OF NEW YORK
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20818

HAonse of Representatives

SUBCOMMITTEE: mﬂs’]ingtﬂn’ E.a. 205]5 O 110t FEDERAL BUILDING

11! WEST HURON STREET

FOREIGN OPERATIONS BUFFALO, NEW YORK 14202
RANKING MEMBER 2 5 MarCh l 9 83 (718) 846-4129
BUDGET O 484 5. MAIN STREET

GENEVA, NEW YORK 14488
(315) 7689-3360

The Honorable Caspar Weinberger
Secretary of Defense

The Pentagon

Washington, D.C. 20301

Dear Cap:

| want you to know how proud | am of the job our Marines are doing in Lebanon.
They are exemplary emissaries of America's good will and dedication to peace.

In this regard, | have had the opportunity to read the Commandant's letter to
you concerning incidents between the Marines and 1DF troops in Lebanon. Frankly,
| am both disturbed and puzzled by the occurence of such confrontations: disturbed,
because | believe such tension has no place as between allies; and puzzled, because
I cannot understand why these confrontations have arisen.

It seems to me that we should take every precaution to ensure that U.S. and
Israeli forces in country are able to carry out their respective missions in harmony
with one another. To this end, the exchange of liaison officers should facilitate

field communications and help obviate misunderstandings. |If my recollection of
history serves me properly, during the Four Power occupation of Berlin and Vienna
following World War 11, liaison exchanges were a necessary ingredient to effective

administration of the cities.” The situation in Lebanon seems to me no less compli-
cated. An exchange of liaison officers may not solve all of our problems, but
surely it could not hurt.

Israel's decision to proceed with intelligence sharing without recourse to a
formal agreement is a gesture of friendship and a recognition of mutual self interest
that is the essence of a healthy alliance. Hopefully, we can find a way to share
information and understanding in the field that similarly will reflect this deep
and abiding mutuality of interests. Tensions between us can only lead to satisfaction
among those who are not our friends. It is neither in our interest, nor in the
interest of Israel, to see such tensions persist.

Membfer of Congress

JK/mkv
cc Honorable William Clarke
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EOE: #10 URECKED THE U, EMEASS) 1% BEIRUT TODAY, CAUSING -
------------------------------------------------------------------------ LARGE NUMEER OF VICT 11
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THE TURKISH GOVERWMENT CTROHGLY CONDEMNS THIS OUTRAGE

PRIORITY AGAINST HUMANITY. SUCH ACTS OF VIOLENCL CAN OMLY
DE RUEHC #3933 1221406 AGGRAVATE THE ALREADY INTOLERABLE SiTUATION 1K LEBANON
P 8213347 MAY 83 AND i THE MIDDLE EAST.

FHM SECSTATE WASHDC
PLEASE COMVEY TO THE FAMILIES OF THE VICTIMS OUR
TO AMEMBASSY AMKARA PRICRITY 8373 SINCERE CONDOLENCES AS WELL AS THE HORROR WE FEEL AT
THIC AIDECUS CRINE. b
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FLTER TURKHEN
E.0. 12356: N/A MINISTER OF FCREIGIi AFFAIRS
TAGS: OPDC, TU OF TRE FEFUBLIG 7 TURKEY
SUBJECT: REPLY TO TURKISH FOREIGH MINISTER'S MESSAGE
OF CONDOLENCE ON BEIRUT EMBASSY BOMBING (SS 8312542} END TEXT
1. PLEASE PASS THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE FROM SECRETARY 3. THERE WILL BE NO SIGNED TEXT. THE DEPARTMENT HAS
SHULTZ TO FOREIGN MINISTER TURKMEN IN RESPONSE TO HIS NO PLANS TO RELEASE SECRETARY'S MESSAGE, BUT HAS NO
MESSAGE OF CONDOLENCE REPEATED PARA 3: OBJECTION TF TURKISH GOVERNMENT WISHES TO DO SO. DAM
ET
2. BEGIN TEXT

H1S EXCELLENCY

ILTER TURKMEL

HINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFA!RS
OF THE REPUBLIC OF TURKEY

DEAR MR. MINISTER:

| WOULD LIKE TO EXPRESS MY DEEP APPRECIATION FOR YOUR

NN L YREU B HIIL ULNYLLLYY LWeY VI LITL ANU TINUURT [HMI

RESULTED FROM TH!S WANTON ACT OF VIOLENCE AND JOIN i
YOUR CONDEMNATION OF TERRORISM THROUGHOUT THE WORLL
SUCH VIOLENCE OFFENDS THE SENSITIVITIES OF CIVILIZED

WE ARE ENCOURAGED BY YOUR WORDS OF SUPPORT FOR CUR
EFFORTS TO ACHIEVE A BRIGHTER FUTURE FOR THE PEOPLE OF
LEBANON, LET ME ASSURE YOU THAT THESE TRAGIC EVENTS
WHLL NOT DETER US FROM OUR COURSE I[N LEBANON OR IN OUR
PURSUIT OF PEACE THROUGHOUT THE MIDDLE EAST.

THE DEDICATED SERVICE OF THOSE WHO DIED IN BEIRUT {S AN
INSPIRATION TO ALL OF US AS WE REDEDICATE OUR EFFORTS
TO ACHIEVE PEACE AND JUSTICE IN A REGION SO LONG BESET
BY TURMOtL. IT 4S A WORTHY GOAL THAT MERITS OUR BEST
EFFORT. -

SINCERELY YOURS,
GEORGE P, SHULTZ

END TEXT

3. FOLLOWING IS THE TEXT OF THE MESSAGE OF APRIL 1§
FROM TURKMEN:

BEGIN TEXT
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SUBJECT: RESPONSE TO CONDOLENCE LETTER FROM FONMIN ABE
(SS 8312690)

1. PLEASE DELIVER THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE FROM SECRETARY
SHULTZ 7O FOREIGN MINISTER ABE

2, BEGIN TEXT:,

DEAR MR. MINISTER:

3. | WOULD LIKE TO EXPRESS MY DEEP APPRECIATION FOR YOUR
1
Fivves we
Lne wEnuiervy swvw v oerne e anewns e newweEDFROM
THIS WANTON ACT OF VIOLENCE AND JOIN IN YOUR CONDEMNATION
OF TERROR!SM THROUGHOUT THE WORLD. SUCH VIOLENCE OFFENDS
THE SENSITIVITIES OF CIVILIZED PEOPLE EVERYWHERE.

4. WE ARE ENCOURAGED BY YOUR WORDS OF SUPPORT FOR OUR
EFFORTS TO ACHIEVE A BRIGHTER FUTURE FOR THE PEOPLE OF
LEBANON. LET ME ASSURE YOU THAT THESE TRAGIC EVENTS WILL
NOT OETER US FROM OUR COURSE N LEBANON OR IN OUR PURSUIT
OF PEACE THROUGHOUT THE MIDDLE EAST

5. THE DEDICATED SERVICE OF THOSE WHO DIED IN BEIRUT {S$
AN INSPIRATION TO ALL OF US AS WE REDEDICATE OUR EFFORTS
TO ACHIEVE PEACE AND JUSTICE IN A REGION SO LONG BESET BY
TURHOIL. IT 1S A WORTHY GOAL THAT MERITS OUR BEST EFFORT
SINCERELY YOURS,

GEORGE P. SHULTZ

END TEXT.

6. NO SIGNED ORIGINAL WiILL FOLLOW. WE DO NOT PLAN TO
RELEASE THE MESSAGE HERE BUT HAVE NO OBJECTIONS IF THE
JAPANESE WISH TO DO SO

DAM

UNCLASSIFIED
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ont hos Seel e (NSC/DR edit/AB)
fhe President July 15, 1983
4:00 p.m.

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: DEPARTURE OF PRESIDENT GEMAYEL OF LEBANON
FRIDAY, JULY 22, 1983

It is a great pleasure to welcome our friend President
Gemayel to the White House again. We've had excellent talks
today, coVering many vital concerns of both our countries.

During his first visit here 9 months ago, President Gemayel
and I discussed the principles upon which U.S. policy toward
Lebanon is based:

- the full withdrawal of all foreign forces from Lebanon;

- support for a strong central government capable of
asserting its authority over all of Lebanon; and,

-- security for Israel's northern border.

Today, 1've reaffirmed these principles to President
Gemayel. A united, sovereign, and independent Lebanon free of
all foreign forces is the legitimate aspiration of the Government
and people of Lebanon, and a goal shared by the people of the
United States.

Our talks today focused on the next steps in securing
Lebanon's independence. We admire the courage and wisdom
demonstrated by the Lebanese government during its negotiations
that resulted in an agreement for the departure of Israeli
forces. President Gemayel and I discussed aspects of this
problem and I reiterated the firm commitment of the United States
to continue our diplomatic efforts with all concerned.

I am happy to have had this opportunity to confer with

President Gemayel once again. I'm impressed with the progress he
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT

TRANSMITTAL FORM s/s 8326474

Date Sept.7, 1983

For: Mr. William P. Clark
National Security Council
The White House

Reference:
To: President Reagan From:'Mr- Sami Merhi
Date: 8/2/83 Subject: Re: Crisis in Lebanon
WH Referral Dated: 8/31/83 NSC ID# 8326474

(if any)

The attached item was sent directly to the
Department of State.

Action Taken:

A draft reply is attached.
A draft reply will be forwarded.

A translation is attached.

% An information copy of a direct reply is attached.
We believe no response is necéessary for the reason
cited below.
The Department of State has no objection to the
proposed travel.
Other.
Remarks:

This letter was answered with a direct reply from David L. Mack,

Director, Office for Lebanon, Syria, Jordan gnd Ira on 8§ 29/83
S/S # 8325540.

arles BEill
Executlve Secretary

UNCLASSIFIED

(Classification)
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United States Department of State [/ Ll

e

Washington, D.C. 20520

August 30, 1983

Mr. Sami Merhi

President, American Druze Society
- 541 Otto Place

Paramus, New Jersey 07652

Dear Mr. Merhi:

Thank you for your letter of August 2, 1983 and the
accompanying memorandum to President Gemayel which sets forth
the position of the American Druze Society on Lebanon. I
understand that the same letter and memorandum have been sent
to Secretary Shultz, on whose behalf I have been asked to
respond.

In many respects, your position paper on Lebanon presents
views which parallel the foreign policy objectives of the
‘United States. As I am sure you know, the United States is
committed to the restoration of a unified, sovereign and
independent Lebanon, free of all foreign forces, and under the
control of the broadly representative central government. We
continue to believe that this policy offers the best hope for
peace in Lebanon and of security, justice and equality for all
Lebanese citizens.

We also agree that nothing could be a "more serious or
potentially devastating" threat to Lebanon than the continuing
sectarian strife in the shuf. The imminent withdrawal of
Israeli troops from the Shuf has made this danger all the more
apparent. For this very reason, we have consistently deplored
intercommunal violence and continually urged all Lebanese
parties to engage in a process of national reconciliation.
Even as I write, Ambassador McFarlane is working to help end
the senseless bloodshed in Lebanon.

Let me assure you that our efforts to bring peace and
freedom to Lebanon will continue. And let us hope, as you so
eloquently have said, that our collective efforts will "restore
unity, peace and harmony to a once beautiful and vibrant
country". -

Sincerely,

David L. Mack
Director

Office for Lebanon, Syria,
Jordan and Irag

Drafted: NEA/ARN:WStanton:blm
8/29/83 x 24714 4$5210C

Cleared:; NEA:RHPelletreau
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TO: DEPARTMENT OF STATE

ACTION REQUESTED:
DIRECT REPLY, FURNISH INFO COPY

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING:

ID: 158677
MEDIA: LETTER, DATED AUGUST 2, 1983
TO: PRESIDENT REAGAN
FROM: MR. SAMI MERHI
PRESIDENT

AMERICAN DRUZE SOCIETY
541 OTTO PLACE
PARAMUS NJ 07652

SUBJECT: WRITES REGARDING THE CRISIS IN LEBANON
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American Druze Society

541 Otto Place
Paramus, NJ 07652

Mr. President,

Armed struggle ends when the political goal it started for is achieved. With you at
the helm in Lebanon, there is no further justification for the existence of any armed
militias.

Furthermore, the Druze have no aggressive designs and harbour no ill-will against any
of the Christian brethren within their communities as the long Civil War has proven.
The Druze are not foreigners in Lebanon Mr. President. They are the forerunners of
Lebanon's independence. Their historical roots and continuity in Mount Lebanon are
unquestionable. They are Lebanese and we firmly believe they will cooperate with the
system that does not tolerate their subjugation, humiliation, dispersal and destruction.

Because of this and because of our deep concern for Lebanon and in the spirit of the
memorandum submitted to Your Excellency on May 10, 1983 by the Supreme Council
of the Druze Community in Lebanon, which we fully endorse and support, we respectfully
submit the following proposals for consideration and implementation by the Lebanese
authorities.

First: *Clear and public affirmation that all the Lebanese are born equal and
have equal rights and privileges regardless of sect or religion.

Second: Clear and public condemnation of all acts of terrorism and provocation
by the armed militias, and a firm policy that will secure their withdrawal
from the mountains.

Third: Public and clear affirmation of the right of the Druze Community as well
as all other Communities in Lebanon, for legitimate and proportionate
representation in the government at all levels. And until confidence is
restored the Druze Community should partake in decisions that affect its
safety and destiny.

Fourth: The Druze public is unaware of Your Excellency's response to the demands
mentioned in the May 10th Memo. Therefore, it seems only prudent that
an announcement about Your Excelleney's stand in this regard and
affirmations and parallel implementation of our proposals, precede
redeployment of the Lebanese army into the Mountains.

We believe that introduction of armed forces prior to proper political
accord would be viewed as a form of intimidation and conquest leading
to very serious consequences. As in the militias case, it will be viewed
as being one sided and will complicate an already tragic situation.

LS el 5l Loaed



Page 3

American Druze Society

541 Otto Place
Paramus, NJ 07652

Mr. President,

Lebanon prides itself on a tradition of freedom and democracy. These will be best
served by genuine reforms that are based on equality and justice for all citizens
regardless of creed or ethnicity.

As long as Lebanon is a house divided it can never repel an aggressor or drive an
invader from its soil. The ideology of racial, ethniec or sectarian inequality is not only
bankrupt and divisive internally, but is also costly to Lebanon's reputation and the much
needed international sympathy, respect, and support.

Mr. President,

While these proposals pertain specifically to the Druze Christian conflict in the
Mountains, their validity and logic for the country as a whole are obvious. Lebanon
cannot achieve independence until all of its citizens are willing to defend it and unless
they see in its defense and existence a fulfillment of their hopes and dreams. This
will not happen until bigotry and hatred, racism and injustice are obliterated from the
Lebanese mind.

Mr. President,

We pledge our support and cooperation for the restoration of trust and harmony among
the Lebanese Communities and for the resurrection of a free and independent Lebanon
with justice and equality for all its citizens.

We pledge our support and cooperation to remove all foreign armies from Lebanon and
restore its territorial integrity.

We pledge our support for genuine political reforms that will safeguard the liberty of
all the Lebanese citizens and restore domestic and international confidence in Lebanon
and its leaders, and B '

We pledge our support for efforts to prevent further sectarian strife and restoration
of peace and security to the Central Mountains and other regions of the country.

LS e ) onad|
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American Druze Society

541 Otto Place
Paramus, NJ 07652

Mr. President,

There has already been too much bloodshed and tragedy in Lebanon. The Lebanese
must abandon the road of confrontation and seek accommodation and compromise. We
ask the Almighty to help you heal the Lebanese wounds and achieve liberty, peace and
justice.

Sami Merhi
President,
American Druze Society

American Druze Society Delegation

Sami Merhi
President

'Nadim, Kassem, M.D.
Immediate Past President

Mr. Nadim Abusaid
Director, Council of Presidents

Mrs. Samia Fayyad
Board of Directors

Mrs. Kathy Jaber Stephenson
Executive Director-

LS ¥l &l Lot



American Druze Society -~

Sami Merhi
541 Otto Place
Paramus, NJ 07652

—

August 2, 1983

Mr. David Mack
State Department
Washington, D.C. 20520

Dear Mr. Mack:

On July 22, 1983, a delegation of the American Druze
Society met with President Amin Gemayel to discuss possible
solutions to the crisis in Lebanon and to deliver to him a
memorandum to this respect, a copy of which is enclosed.
President Gemayel responded verbatim, "I thank you for the
sincerity of your memorandum, which I accept and endorse to-
tally."

The memorandum clearly explains the stand of the Ameri-
can Druze Society. We ask your consideration to re-inforce
this position in order to bring about a successful denoue-
ment of this grave situation.

Your support for a united, sovereign Lebanon, free from
foreign domination, could pave the road to peace in this war-
ravaged country.

Thank you for your kind attention.

Respectfully yours,

Sami Merhi
President
American Druze Society

LS ¥l 25 e
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American Druze Somety

Sami Merhi
541 Otto Place
Paramus, NJ 07652

August 2, 1983

Secretary of State George Shultz
State Department
Washington, D.C. =~ 20520

Honorable Secretary Shultz:

On July 22, 1983, a delegation of the American Druze
Society met with President Amin Gemayel to discuss possible
solutions to the crisis in Lebanon and to deliver to him a
memorandum to this respect, a copy of which is enclosed.
President Gemayel responded verbatim, "I thank you for the
sincerity of your memorandum, which I accept and\endorse to-
tally.

The memorandum clearly explains the stand of \the Ameri-
can Druze Society. We ask your consideration to yYe-inforce
this position in order to bring about a successf denoue-
ment of this grave situation. .

Your support for a united, sovereign Lebanon, free from
foreign domination, could pave the road to peace in this war-
ravaged country. '

Thank you for your kind attention.

Respectfully yours,
/ /7 i /

(ol

/,‘: ..-/, / i / \\

. P /

Sami Merhi

President
American Druze Society

T sy
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American Druze Society

541 Otto Place
Paramus, NJ 07652

July 22, 1983

Sheikh Amin Gemayel
President of the Republic of Lebanon

Mr. Preside_nt,

In the name of the American Druze Society we extend to you a warm welcome to our
great country, the United States of America. We also wish to express our appreciation
for the privilege of meeting with you and discussing the grave issues that concern us all.

Mr. President,

The tragic events in Lebanon over the past decade and specifically over the past year
are well known to all of us since there is hardly a family in that tortured land that has
not been affected by tragedy directly or indirectly. Like a mirage, peace appears to be
at hand only to elude us at every corner. Yet we must continue in our collective
efforts to restore unity, peace and harmony to a once beautiful and vibrant country.

Mr. President,

Of all the interlocking internal factors in the Lebanese tragedy none is more serious
or potentially devastating than the sectarian strife that has erupted between the Druze
and radical elements of the Phalangist Militias in the Southern part of Mount Lebanon.
Mount Lebanon is the backbone of the Country and the Druze and Christian Communities
represent its basic demographic and human expression.

Mutual coexistence, tolerance, cooperation and respect between these two Communities
are mandatory for the survival of Mount Lebanon and indeed of all Lebanon. Your
Excellency knows well that despite eight years of Civil War, no sectarian strife took
place in the Shouf or the Aley regions until Israel occupied the area. We know that
under the auspices of the Israeli Invasion, these radical armed militias were brought
and stationed in strategic areas of the central mountains. They have been harassing
the population with abductions, killings, road blocks, periodic shelling and other forms
of provocation — activities that have led to retaliation causing disruption of centuries
of peaceful coexistence, and undermining the legitimacy of the Lebanese government,
both at home and abroad.

Lebanon is faced now with two alternatives: either to come out from this erisis unified
and intact or to get partitioned into sectarian cantons and petty states.

We do hope for the first alternative under your leadership.

S &l i
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MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT KIMMITT f”'ih 5w
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY LT A
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

Subject: Mlamm mmevamrs Trmaabd mdmm i i

Given the high probability that economic/financial issues
will be raised during President Reagan's meeting with Lebanon's
President Amin Gemayel, we assume Secretary Regan will be
included in any discussions of these topics.

Treasury is prepared to provide briefing materials on
macroeconomic and monetary issues for President Gemayel's
visit. Should briefing materials on economic issues be prepared
by other agencies for the President, Treasury would like an
opportunity to review such papers.

Please keep me advised of the plans for the visit and of
any assistance Treasury may provide to contribute to the success
of this meeting.

a

David L. Chew
Executive Assistant
to the Secretary

NSO# T 5.7 2
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ON, D.C. 20220

July 15, 1983

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT KIMMITT
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

Subject: Treasury Participation in Visit of Prime
Minister Begin

Given the high probability that economic/financial matters
will be raised during President Reagan's meetings with Prime
Minister Begin, Treasury is prepared to provide any briefing
materials on those issues that you may require. Should briefing
materials on economic issues be prepared by other agencies for
the President, Treasury would like an opportunity to review
such papers.

Please keep me advised of the plans for the visit and of
any assistance Treasury may provide to contribute to the success

of this meeting.

David L. Chew
Executive Assistant
to the Secretary
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MEMORANDUM e
THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

UNCLASSIFIED WITH
CONEIDENTFAL ATTACHMENTS

T A Wasw

July 18, 1983

MEMORANDUM FOR JAMES ROSEBRUSH
P!
FROM: CHARLES P. TYSON M

SUBJECT: Mrs. Reagan's Tea with Mrs. Joyce Gemavyel
of Lebanon -~ Friday, July 22 -- 11:00 a.m.

Attached is State Department's recommended talking points and
recommended list of participants for Mrs. Reagan's tea with
Mrs. Gemayel.

NSC concurs with these recommendations.

Also included are short biographies on Mrs. Gemayel -- one
showing a photo.

UNCLASSIFIED WITH
CONPIDENTEEAL--ATTACHMENTS
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July 15, 1983

W/ CUNFLUBINTLAL
ATTACHMENT

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. WILLIAM P. CLARK
THE WHITE HOUSE

Subject: Official Working Visit of President Gemayel --
Proposed Guest List and Talking Points for Mrs.
Reagan's Tea

A proposed guest list and talking points are attached for
Mrs. Reagan's tea for Mrs. Gemayel, scheduled for 11:00 a.m.,
July 22.

Attachments:

Proposed Guest List
Talking Points

Cosmravn L1111
Executive Secretary

W/CONFIDENTIAL ATTACHMENT
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