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JEREMIAH DENTON 
ALAB"AMA 

WASHINGTON, O .C. 20510 

Mr. Kenneth M. Duberstein 
Assistant to the President 

for Congressional Affairs 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Ken: 

August 26, 1983 

516 HART BU ILD'ING 

(202) 224-5744 

I enclose a copy of a note and a newspaper article from a 
constituent, Mrs. Virginia Miller of Birmingham, Alabama. She 
has requested that the article be given to President Reagan. 

I appreciate your cooperation, and have advised that you 
will reply directly to the constituent. 

JAD/dg 
Enclosure 

Sincerely~ 

~~"- [)__I-/ 
Jeremiah Denton 
United States Senator 



-;. 
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Birmingham Post- Herald 
DAVID W. BROWN 

Editor 
KARL SEITZ 

Editorial Page Editor 

Monday, August 15, 1983 

Saving Lebanon 
, The Reagan administration is 
~truggling determinedly to get all for 
eign troops out of Lebanon and 
r-estore that country's sovereignty, 
tiut it may be overlooking a useful 
fool: the United Nations. 
: So far the United States-brokered 
qgreement between Beirut and Jeru
salem for the withdrawal of Israeli 
troops has been stymied by Syria's 
stubborn refusal to pull out its forces. 
; President Reagan's special envoy, 
S.obert McFarlane, has shuttled 
ctmong Israel, Lebanon, Syria, Saudi 
~rabia and Jordan without making 
qoticeable progress in getting Syri;;m 
dicta tor Hafez Assad to withdraw his 
' army. 
: It is unacceptable that Assad 

sbould have a veto over peace 
tietween Israel and Lebanon and over 
~resident Amin Gemayel 's efforts to 
&<:>vern his own country. 
:- Instead of sending McFarlane back 

for another hat-in -hand visit to 
Damascus, .Reagan should urge 
Gemayel formally to request Syria to 
remove its forces, and the United 
States should back the move openly. 

When Assad refuses, as he will, 
Lebanon and the United States should 
ask the U.N. Security Council to 
brand Syria as an occupying power in 
Lebanon and demand its departure. 
. The Soviet Union might veto such a 
resolution on behalf of its Syrian cli
ent, but that wouldn't end the matter. 
The case could then be made in the 
General Assembly, where there is no 
veto and much sympathy for Leba
non. · 

The Geueral Assembly might put 
enough pressure on Assad to convince 
him that his ambitions in Lebanon are 
not worth their price in international 
opprobrium. -It is a strategy that 
deserves a try. 



_j 
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DE PART M ENT OF STATE 

W ashington, D .C. 20520 

OCTOBU< 5 .. 1983 

Dear Senator Byrd: 

I have be e n asked to reply to your earlier letter to the 
President concerning the application of the War Powers Resolu
tion to the continued presence of United States Armed Forces in 
Lebanon 

We believe that the Administration has, throughout the 
period of the deployment of our forces in Lebanon, acted in a 
manner fully consistent with the War Powers Resolutjon. The 
President reported in writing to the Congress, consistent with 
Section 4 of the Resolution, on September 29, 1982 when our 
forces were first introduced, and again on August 30 of this 
year when the recent round of fightjng began. We have con
sulted frequently with the Congress, and kept the Congress 
fully informed on this situation as it has developed. 

We hope that the adoption of the Multinational Force in 
Lebanon Resolution, together with the recently concluded cease
fire and the initiation of the process of national political 
reconciliation, will now make it possible for us to make pro
gress toward the achievement of the goals shared by Congress 
and the Administration with respect to Lebanon. 

The Honorable 
Robert c. Byrd 

Sincerely, 

Alvin P 1 Drischler 
Acting Assistant Secretary 

Legislative and Intergovernmental Affairs 

United States Senate. 
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ROBERT C. BYRD 
WEST V,RGINIA 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear Mr. President: 

~uiteh ~httes ~tmrl:e 
®Hitt nf tlrt !fJtmtttrulit ~tr 

lllllas!rington, ~.GI. 2os1a 
August 31, 1983 

20500 

Your report to the Congress yesterday concerning this week's 
tragic events in Lebanon gives cause for grave concern. 
These events are redefining the role of the multinational 
peacekeeping force, and United States participation in that 
effort. Sectarian violence in that sad country now 
threatens to rekindle total civil war. The continued 
presence of Syrian troops further undermines the prospects 
for peace and stability. In your letter to the Senate of 
September 29, 1982, you expressed the belief that American 
Armed Forces "will be needed only for a limited period." 
Nearly a year later, I am convinced that the increased 
violence and danger to American personnel require a 
reassessment of the situation. 

American forces are clearly involved in hostilities within 
the meaning of Section 4 (a) (1) of the War Powers Resolution. 
Accordingly, I urge that you re-submit notification pursuant 
to that provision. This will assure the fullest possible 
cooperation between the Legislative and Executive branches 
in this important area of international security. As I said 
in my letter to you of July 14, 1982, we must have a very 
clear understanding about the nature of United States 
involvement and the limitations on that involvement. 

Your letter does not contain any information about whether 
or not there is any probability that additional U.S. combat 
personnel may be needed in the future to augment our present 
military commitment. To assure that Members of Congress 
participate in the foreign policy responsibilities assigned 
by the Constitution, I call your attention to the need for 
full and timely consultation, as required by Section 3 of 
the War Powers Resolution. These consultations must not be 
restricted to notice and reportage, but should involve the 
Congress in the difficult and crucial decisions that must be 
made when American Armed Forces are exposed to hazards of 
war. Any decision to supplement the American contingent in 
Lebanon requires seeking the advice of Congress to assure 
the support of the Congress and of the American people. 



The President 
August 31, 1983 
Page 2 

I know you share my concern and sadness at the recent turn 
of events in Lebanon. I remain hopeful that the United 
States may play a role in achieving a lasting and stable 
peace in that country, and in the region. 



Septa~har 13, 1993 

Th,_ Pr~sid _r.t .1 ... :tr.! :I!?. to t_ t .. nk you for your l8tter in 
- =~POI .::C to his .. U'::fUGt 30 not:if ic, ,_ ion r 0 gnr<li;1g th,-~ 
si tuntion i·t !..,el,<" .,.- n ::i, d • pplicr t i':>:l ui th~ \,~r ?. ert:: 
He$olution . 

;J .. ppr-i;!ci . tt:? h i¾ring .:r n ?OU , a:1f '.fOU rn. y 1, •t aGs:u.c _d t.h t 
;_ intend t·> c~.1cn:int1t~ vigorous c..>I,-~ult.rtion uith th._ 

Cong re. n 11 1 thi~, i:1 ':: ter . Pl~a.s ~ .know chat. your .!.Ltb.::r h. s 
b•JC.! retu.c ed co th ropri.-1to < dvisern for th -"ir r·;:-,de 1 

·ind furthr.~r re.:;pons~ . 

Sinct.r·:ly, 

Kam_ th :.,. • !Juberst,:dn 
A~ i·tnPt to the Pra~idcnt 

·..:-h ~ior 01-"l le .:-,ol> -·r: c . 0·1rd 
D<:'mocr,1 tic i,, 6.0 
Unit--d S,;; 1 t . G f<":1ilte 
~~rhi,g 0. , D. ~ . 20510 

KMD:CMP:dp-9KDMN 

cc: w/ copy of inc, NSC Secretariat - for DIRECT response 
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Se . t 1.oer 

Der hr . Gonzale~ : 

This .i.::. t.,::- etck .owl(;: y{;.; t.tnd. t:11,:rnk you icn: :-irour Sept"=::mbt-.:r 2 
l~tt~r to the Presiden r .3.:u:cli.ng u. s . r.iilitar.i 1.nvo..1..ve-
mcnt. in .... t.!b.-~no, alld ,l1'pli ~c.lt i o1, oi th~ W<+1r PowerE. .th~sol.ution . 

ieasd know Lbac JVU le~tar has ~~•n brough~ to~ a 
Pr,Jl-3 iu n t. • ~ a t t.ent:i il , · r.d we :;l e p.t<.!pa iag a t u 1: _lier 
respunue in c ·cn:di1 ution w:::.t.h i:.h-=: · p~•rvpria.te ~...i?i:;..ero . 
l u.iH:iUr e jUU that _jOUX' ,(,;(.,l'f1."1\en~~ i.i. I l:>':C-.;:iv..: C'-.tretUJ.. 
r~v.1.ew 0t d cvn..;ictcrat.1.01 • 

i<enn~tb. • i.Jublii:.r.stt::!.i.n 
.. .Ji'' ;..,Hit -··o th~~ P:ceoi t::1.t 

The Hcnor~b1~ Ueury • ~0nza~~~ 
Hou e oi ri~ res~fi~ t1v~~ 
W~bhingto. 1 D. C. ~0510 

KMD:CMl? :lm--9KDMN 
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HEN\W B. GONZALEZ 

20th DISTRICT, T EXAS 

2 41 3 RAYBURN HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 

W ASHINGTON, D .C . 2051 5 
202-225- 3236 

HOME OFFICE: 

B-124 FEDERAL BUILDING 

727 E. DURANGO STREET 

S AN ANTONIO, TEXAS 78206 
512-229-6 199 

ZONE WHIP: 

TEXAS DEMOCRATIC DELEGATION 

House MAJORITY WHIP ORGAN IZATION 

Congress of tbt Wnittb ~tatcs 
1!,ouse of l\epresentattbts 

Masbington, m.~. 20515 

September 2, 1983 

Honorable Ronald Reagan 
The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C.20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

FILE REFS 

COMMITTEES: 

BANKING, FINANCE AND 
URBAN AFFAIRS 

SUBCOM MITTEES: 

CHAIRMAN, 

HOUSING AND C OMMUN ITY DEVELOPMENT 

GENERAL O VERSIGHT AND REN EGOTIATION 

CONSUMER AFFAIRS AND COINAGE 

SMALL BUSINESS 

SU BCOMMITTEES: 

ANTI-TRUST, AND RESTRAINT OF TRADE 

ACTIVITIES A FFECTING SMALL BUSINESS 

GENERAL OVERSIGHT 

AND THE ECONOMY 

ARWR:gbe 

Last June, I introduced House Joint Resolution 298, which 
would in effect require a review of the United States 
military commitment in Lebanon. It was clear to me that 
sooner or later, our forces would be subject to attack, 
and that it would be best for the national interest either 
that Congress would assent to the mission of the Marines 
in Lebanon, or that those forces be removed before any 
combat took place. The situation then plainly was subject 
to the War Powers Resolution, and now, given recent events, 
application of the Resolution cannot any longer be evaded. 

The Resolution specifies that when in the absence of 
a declaration of war, members of the United States Armed 
Forces are introduced into hostilities, or even if such 
forces enter a foreign territory "equipped for combat" 
(except for training purposes), or if existing commitments 
are enlarged, such deployments are limited to 60 days, 
unless Congress declares war or grants an extension of 
time. 

The facts are that our Marines are in a hostile area; 
they are not only subject to attack, but have been attacked. 
Our forces are equipped for combat; and you have just 
ordered substantial additional forces to stand by off 
the coast of Lebanon. These circumstances each fit precisely 
the letter and intent of Section 4 of the War Powers 
Resolution. The semantic evasions of the Secretary of 
State do not change the facts, nor relieve the Administration 
of its clear obligation to comply with the Resolution. 



The President 
Page 2 

Thoughtful observers throughout the country are calling 
for a fresh evaluation of the Lebanon adventure. Not 
only is it clear that the passage of a year's military 
presence has failed to secure peace in that troubled 
country, the . situation now is more tangled than ever. 
Syria is intransigent; Israel is consolidating its positions 
in Lebanon; United States mediation efforts are rebuffed; 
and renewed fighting by Lebanese factions shows that 
their arms supply is replenished, their ardor to kill 
other Lebanese undiminished. In these conditions, it 
is not only prudent, but absolutely necessary, to ask 
what the further risk of our young men can accomplish, 
what our interests are, and whether or not change in 
policy are warranted. Your compliance with the War Powers 
Resolution would make such a needed evaluation possible. 

The purpose of the Resolution is to preserve the Constitutional 
prerogative of Congress with respect to the war power . 
But it is also to ensure that this country does not become 
entangled in endless, hopeless military adventures ·that 
cost vast amounts of life and treasure in causes that 
American people neither understand nor support. It may 
well be that there is a case for the continuing the mission 
of our forces in Lebanon; but that case has yet to be 
made, and the need for review is urgent . That is why 
I asked for a review of the situation, through consideration 
of House Resolution 298, even before blood was spilled. 
Any fair reading of the law now makes clear that such 
a review is mandatory, and I urge that you cease the 
evasions of the past few days, and make a straightforward 
report to the Congress as required by law , so that the 
American people can have a fair opportunity to know what 
our forces are doing, what their mission is, what the 
cost may be, and whether there is credible evidence to 
support continuation of existing policy in light of events 
and circumstances that have transpired in the months 
since the Marines landed in Lebanon. The law is clear 
on this matter, and your c omplia ce with it would be 
the best course for the country 

ry B. 
Member of Congress 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Wash ington , D.C. 20520 

21 OCT 1983 

Dear 1r. erhi: 

I am r _plying to our nailgr" to Presid nt eagan 
regardin~ e anon's nr, ze com~unitv. ~e u ·erstand your 
concerns in this issue. I r 0 qret ihe delay in thi6 
res Lonse. 

As you knoi·, ho m in ohjecti res of n.s. pollcy toward 
Lebanon are t~e d~pa rturc of nll external forces and 
Lebanes Govern ent r .covery of ull authority over its 
entire territory. To these ~nds we participated inn ·qoti -
tions for th de.p~rture o~ Israeli forces from Leh non nd 
we re suorortin~ ~~ n~se ~uthoriti 3 s i1 thAir efforts to 
ar r a "i.'J 0 "'or lh. oe,...artllr,. o f yriar. and Palestine Liher tio 
Organization {PLO forces. re ~elieve this nolicy otf r s 
the b ~t hope for p~ace in L-b~non nd o f se urit,, iustice 
and equality fr all Le·anese citiz~ns. 

Nothing could be more ctestructiv9 of Le anon end 
Le anese hop for the future than continued sectaricn 
strife, as tvpi f ied hy thrtt it. t!-le Shouf rea. For this 
r ason, 1e have consistently deplored intercomnunal violence 
and continually urqcd all Leh nes n~rtie& to ngaq- in~ 
process of national reconciliation. 

heh lieve that our efforts, toryether with those o f 
fr ien ly govern,ents, to hel Le ano rid its lf. of foreian 
forcP-s nd establish its autt)ority, hold th~ est hooe tor 
the future security ~nd w lfare of thn various co . unitiAs 
which nakc up Le anon, includ inq the nruze. lease be s
l::>Uted that we will continue to follow the situation close1 • 

. r. Sarni f'I" rhi , 
Presid e nt, 

~i :-ice rely, 

Js/ 
,'To n ~luqhes 

Assi~tant Secretary 
for ?uhlic J.ffoirs and 
ne rtMent Spokes .. an 

nerican ruze ~oci e t , 
5.11, 0ttc Plac·~, 

Ptlr 17116, P.T-l Jf>rS'°Y ,.., r15~. 
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PRESIDENT REAGAN 

MR. SAMI MERHI 
PRESIDENT 
AMERICAN DROZE SOCIETY 
541 OTTO PLACE 
PARAMUS NJ 07652 

SUBJECT: REQUESTS THAT THE MULTI-NATIONAL FORCES BE 
MOVED IN TO THE SHOUF AND ALEY REGIONS OF 
LEBANON TO END THE INHUMANE BLOODSHED 

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN 
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE 
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486. 

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE 
(OR DRAFT) TO: 
AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE 

SALLY KELLEY 
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON 
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 
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·-· ► rl PRESIDENT REAGAN 
WHITE HOUSE 
~ASMINGTON DC 20500 

832797~ 

ON BEHALF OF THE AMERICAN ORLZ! SOC?ETV, I URGE YOU TO USE T~E POWER 
AND INFL~ENCE OF YOUR OFFICE TC PUT AN EhD TO THE HOLOCAUST OF TME 
CRUZE PEOPLE OF LEBANON, 

ON SEPTE~BER 5 1qs3 THE LEBA~ESE FORCES (PHA~A~GISTS), A RENEGADE 
MILITIA, UNDER THE AEGIS OF THE LEBANESE ARMY, BRUTALLY MURDERED OVER 
100 ~EN, WOMEN AND C~ILDREN IN THE VILLAGE OF KFAR MATTA, THIS IS THE 
LATEST I~ A SERIES OF ,UNPROVCKED ATTACKS AGAINST OUR FAMILIES AND 
FRlE~DS IN THE SHOUF AND A~EY REGIONS OF LEBANON, 

FOR 'OVER A YEAR, TI-IESE L.EBANESE FORCES, AN IL.LEGAL. ARMY FROM BEIRUT, 
HAVE INVADED THE LANDS OF DUR FAMI~IES A~D HAD TH!M !UNCERSEIZEP, THE 
DRUZE WE~E NEVER THE AGG~ESSQR 1 THE CRUZE TRADITIONALLY ARE PEACE 
LOVJhG A~D LAW ABIDING CITIZENS OF LEBANCN 1 NOW THEY ARE FIG~TING FO~ 
THEIR EXISTENCE, THEIR COUNTRY, AND THE LIVES CF THEIR C~ILDRE~, 

WE OF THE AMERICAN ORUZE SOCIETY IMPLORE YOU TO PROTECT THE CRUZE OF 
LEBA~ON FROM FURTHER Mj$SACRES BV MOVING THE MULTI•NATIONAL FORC~S 
INTO THE REGION TO PREVENT ADDITIONAL IN ► UMA~E BLOODSHED, 

SA~I MERHI PRESIDENT AMERICAN CRUZE SOCIETY 

14:5~ ESi 

MGMOOMP 

TO REPLY BY MAILGRAM MESSAGE, SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR WESTERN UNION'S TOLL - FREE PHONE NUMBERS 

-----



TO REPLY BY MAILGRAM MESSAGE, PHONE WESTERN UNION ANYTIM E, DAY OR NI GHT: 

FOR YOUR LOCAL NUMBER, SEE THE WHITE PAG ES 

OF YOUR LOCAL TELEPHONE DIRECTORY 

OR 

DIAL (TOLL-FREE) 800-257-2241 

(EXCEPT IN NEW JERSEY 800-632-227 1) 

OR DIAL WESTERN UNION'S COMPUTER DIRECTLY: 

FROM TELEX I .. . .... . . ... ... 6161 FROM TELEX II (TWX 1
) • •• • •• ••• 910-420- 1212 
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EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT 

TRANSMITTAL FORM 
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DATE 
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8327977 

OCT 2 11983 

FOR: Mr. Robert C. McFarlane 
National Security Council 
The White Rouse 

REFERENCE: 

TO: President Reagan . FROM: Archbishop Francis Zayek 

DATE: September 3, 1983 SUBJECT: Support of Lebanon 

WHITE ROUSE REFERRAL DATED: September 14, 1983NSC # 161726 

THE ATTACHED ITEM WAS SENT DIRECTLY 
TO THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

ACTION TAKEN: 

X 

REMARKS: 

A draft reply is attached 

'A draft reply will be forwarded 

'A translation is attached 

An information copy of a direct reply is attached 

We believe no response is necessary for th_e reason 
cited below 

Other 

UNCLASSIFIED 

(CLASSIFICATION) 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Washington , D.C. 20520 

19 OCT 1983 

ear rch ishon 7.ayPk:. 

fl'll-i nk vou For th~ kln<i rttl3·1grarn you sent to l?resident 
Reagan.. '·1c uery PlUCh DPreciate your words of suµPort for 
our effo ts to h~lp ring pace to Lebanon. 

It ,,as good of you to ex'Ores ·· your condo1encqs on th,.,. 
rl~ath of our 1arines in Le anon. t•1e hope that t c f orts 
o· all those 'lho s ~ek an end to the 1 iolenc':! and destruction 
in Leb non will succeed. ~ so ereign an~ peac ful Le anon 
·1oula truly a fitting testinony to thosP. who ha ~ 
sacriticcd so muc~ tor Lehanon's f.uture~ 

With our best wish s, 

Sincerely, 

Js/ 
John fiug11 s 

ssist nt Secretary 
for 0 uhJic £fairs ond 

e art~ent Spokes~ n 

Archbishop Francis Zayek, 
8ishop of Saint Maron, 

_ ·7 rt Harbor Vie 1 Terrac 
Brooklyn, J w York 



T H E W H I T E H O U S E 

REFERRAL 

8327977 

0 F F I C E 

SEPTEMBER 14, 1983 

TO: DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

ACTION REQUESTED: 
DIRECT REPLY, FURNISH INFO COPY 

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING: 

ID: 

MEDIA: 

TO: 

FROM: 

161726 

MAILGRAM, DATED SEPTEMBER 3, 1983 

PRESIDENT REAGAN 

ARCHBISHOP FRANCIS ZAYEK 
BISHOP OF SAINT MARON 
8070 HARBOR VIEW TERRACE 
BROOKLYN NY 11209 

SUBJECT: TELEGRAM TO PRESIDENT SUPPORT OF LEBANON 

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN 
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE 
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486. 

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE 
(OR DRAFT) TO: 
AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE 

SALLY KELLEY 
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON 
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 



F ZAYEK 
-- 8070 r1AReoR VIEW TE RR ACE 

iH<t1Qf<L 'r' , NY 112 09 03AM 

1 .. 03 309 08246 09/03/83 !CS IPl"MTZZ CSP WHSA _jf-/{p/7~~ 
21223 8706 U MGM TDM T BROO K~Y~ NY 128 09~03 QSijSP EST 

:/\ 9321s1:~.➔ 

PRESIDENT R □ NALD REAGA~ 
M➔ I TE HOuSE 
~ASHINGTCN DC 20500 

DEAR MR PRESIDENT: 

ON . EHALF OF TH LE BANESE AMERIC ANS I N T~IS COUNTRY I WISH TO THANK 
YOU FOR YOU R CON TI NUED AND DEL IBERATE EFFORTS TO SUPPORT TME LESANE$! 
G VE~NME~T WITh ~ILI TARY ASSISTANCE. LEBANON AND LEBANESE AMERICANS 
~I LL BE FOREV ER GRATEFUL FOR THE SACRAFICES THE UNITED STATES HAS 
MADE, 

ON BEHA LF OF THE CLERGY AND FAITHFUL OF THE DIOCESE OF SAINT MARON, I 
WISH TO TA KE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO EXPRESS MY PROFOUND CONDOLENCES ON 
THE CCCASI ON OF THE DEATH OF T~O ArvERICA~ SD~DIERS IN LEBANON, I 
SHALL PRAY FOR THEM AT THE DIVINE LITURGY TOMORROW I~ MY CATHEDERAL, 

GOD EL_ss YOU AS YOU WO RK TO BRING A LASTING PEACE TO A SOVERGN AND 
INDEPENDENT LEBANON~ 

ARCHBISHO P FR AN CIS ZAYEK 
BI SH OP OF SAINT MARON 

17: 48 ES T 

MGfv CC MP 

TO REPLY BY MAILGRAM MESSAGE, SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR WESTERN UNION'S TOLL - FREE PHONE NUMBERS 

-----

-._/ 

__ __,, 
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TO REPLY BY MAILGRAl\1 MESSAGE, PHONE WESTERN UNION ANYTIME, DAY OR NIGHT: 

FOR YOUR LOCAL NUMBER, SEE THE WHITE PAGES 

OF YOUR LOCAL TELEPHONE DIRECTORY 

OR 

DIAL (TOLL-FREE) 800-257-2241 

(EXCEPT IN N E: VV JERSEY 800-632-2271) 

OR DIAL WESTERN UNION'S COMPUTER DIRECTLY: 

FROM TELEX I ............... 6161 FROM TELEX II (TWXE) .. . . . . . .. 910-420-1212 

/ 
I ,. 

..__,., 
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UNCLASSIFIED 
(Classification) 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT 

TRANSMI'I'TAL FORK 
s/s 8327978 

Date October 19, 1983 

For: Mr. Robert C. McFarlane 
National Security Council 
The \'lhi te House 

Reference: 

To: The President From: Elie M. Dick --------------
Date: September 05, 1983 Subject: U.S. Support of Lebanon 

Government 

WH Referral Dated: September 14, 1983 NSC ID# 161727 
(if any) 

The attached item was sent directly to the 
Department of State. 

Action Taken: 

xx 

Remarks: 

A draft reply is attached. 

A draft reply will be forwarded. 

A translation is attached. 

An information copy of a direct reply is attached. 

We believe no response is necessary for the reason 
cited below. 

The Department of State has no objection to the 
proposed travel. 

Other. 

UNCLASSIFIED 
(Classification) 



Mr. Elie M. Di ck 
President 
American Lebanese League of Minnesota 
1953 Fox Ridge Road 
st. Paul, Minnesota 55119 

Dear Mr. Dick: 

United States Department of State 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

October 11, 1983 

I am replying to your telegram to President Reagan 
concerning U.S. policy toward Lebanon. 

The main objectives of U.S. policy are the departure of all 
external forces and Lebanese Government recovery of full control 
over its entire territory. To these ends we participated in nego
tiations for the departure of Israeli forces from Lebanon and we 
are working with the Lebanese authorities to arrange for the de
parture of Syrian and Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) 
forces .. 

In order to help make the Lebanese Government capable of 
exercising authority over the whole country, including territory 
to be evacuated by external forces, the United States is contri
butir;g to an accelerated effort to expand, equip, and train the 
Lebanese Armed Forces.. While this task is underway, u. ~,. Marines 
and forces from France, Italy, and Great Britain are stationed in 
the Beirut area as a Multinational Force (MNF). This interna
tional military presence is to contribute to Lebanon's stability 
and thereby facilitate the establishment of effective central gov
ernment control where it had previously been lacking. 

The Administration is concerned by the heavy Soviet rearming 
of the Syrians, and we have made our views known to both the 
Syrian and Soviet Governments, particularly with regard to the in
troduction of the soviet SA-5 surface-to-air missile into Syria • . 
This long range weapon, which could hit airborne targets over 
Jordan, Israel, Lebanon, and the eastern Mediterranean, where our 
own military aircraft operate in support of the u.. s ,. Marine con
tingent of the MNF, represents a new and destabilizing element in 
an already volatile military situation. We have also warned 
Syria of the dangers inherent in provocative movements or rein
forcements of their forces in Lebanon. 

The United states has remained deeply committed to Israel's 
security and well-being since the creation of Israel in 1948, in 
which the United States played a key supporting role. President 
Reagan is aware of the danger posed to Israel by increasing 
soviet arms supplies to Syria, and has committed the United 
States to maintaining Israel's qualitative edge in the regional 
military balance. The President's decision to release technology 
for the Lavi Fighter and to notify Congress of our intent to go 



- 2 -

ahead with with the sale of F-16s to Israel was a reaffirmation 
of this policy. Our substantial economic and technological assi
tance to Israel further strengthens its position in the Middle 
East and underscores the breadth and depth of our relationship. 

The tragic sequence of events in Lebanon highlights the ur
gency of resolving the larger Arab-Israeli conflict. On .Septem
ber 1, 1982, President Reagan outlined an initiative which rec
ognizes the legitinate rights and just requirements of the 
Palestinian people and ensures the security of Israel. The 
United States can play a major role in seeking to expand negotia
tions under the Camp David framework to include the Palestinians 
and those Arab states prepared to pursue the cause of peace 
through negotiations. Support for the President •s initiative 
will be important as we work to end the cycle of violence in the 
Middle East. 

Sincerely, 

Alan (;/ Romberg 
Acting Assi3tant secretary 

for Public Affairs 
and Department Spokesman 
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T H E W H I T E H O U S E 

REFERRAL 
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TO: DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

ACTION REQUESTED: 
DIRECT REPLY, FURNISH INFO COPY 

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING: 

ID: 

MEDIA: 

TO: 

FROM: 

161727 

LETTER, DATED SEPTEMBER 5, 1983 

PRESIDENT REAGAN 

MS. ELIE M. DICK 
PRESIDENT 
AMERICAN LEBANESE LEAGUE OF 
MINNESOTA 
1953 FOX RIDGE ROAD 
ST. PAUL MN 55119 

SEPTEMBER 14, 1983 

SUBJECT: U. S. SUPPORT OF LEBANON GOVERNMENT 

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN 
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE 
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486 . 

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE 
(OR DRAFT) TO: 
AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE 

SALLY KELLEY 
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON 
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 
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~ 1 09 /O':.i/83 

·;r:r.; IF'MBNG7 CSP 

6127319003 TDBN ST PAUL MN 60 09-05 0509P EST 

2MS PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN RPT DLY MGM 

WHITF 1-0USf DC 

rNrE AGAIN THE SYRIAN TROOPS AND THEIR LEFTIST ALLIES ARE T£RRORI7I G 

THE C:VILIAN POP!ILATION IN lEBANON. THEY ARE KILLING INOCENT~ MEN 

WOMEN AND CHILDREN. TOGETHER WITH THEIR SOVIET MASTERS ARE DO!~G 

=='. 1)FF,YTHING F'OSSl:BLE TO IJNDf 1=,:MIND THF PRO W.:.STERN GOVERNMENT OF 

LEBANON. w~ URGF vnu AND THf us ADMINISTRATION TO SUPPORT LEBANON"S 

COJJ-::t=rnMENT JN Of:'.Dl::Ft: TD i;'.Ei='ULc;i:;: TH{S F'RO COMMUNISTIC INVATION. 

":!. ·; .. :· M o--c·:: Pr~;::~sn)ENT t1riF:RTCl)N LEB(.)NESF L~.::AGUE OF MINNEOS,~TA 

1951 FOX RIDGE RD 
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(CLASSIFICATION) 
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S/S# __ 8_32_7_9_7_9 _______ _ 

Date Oct0be r 12, 1983 -------------
DEP AR'l'MENT OF f~~1".+'E ·.: 

EXECUTI'VE SECRETARIAT ~ 
TRANSMITTAL FORM 

Mr. Will~a.m P. Clark 
National Security Council 
The Whi:te House 

! ~-
. I 

REFERENCE: ' .•l 

TO: President Reagan Havi Schieber F~OM: -------------
OA'l'E: 9/8/83 u s. support of 

SUBJECT: " -----------Lebanon 

WHITE HOUSE REFERRAL· DATED: 9/l
4

/
83 

NSC# ------
THE ATTACHED ITEM WAS SENT DIRECTLY 
TO THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE ---

ACTION TAKEN: 

. X . . . 

A draft repiy is .attached~ 

A draft reply will be ;orwarded. 

A translation · is attached • 

~ info1:mation copy of a direct :i:·eply is attach.ed. 

We believe no response is necessary fo;r the reason 
ci.ted below. 

Other. 

~~ii::r~ 
-, Executive Secretarv 



~r. Havi Schieber 
Chairman 
Holy Land State Committee USA 
Post Office Box 272 
Fairfax, Virginia 22030 

Dear Mr. Schieber: 

l n ited ~ta tes Department uf S tate 

IVashing ton. D. C. 205:20 

October 5, 1983 

Your recent mailgram to the President urging, inter alia, 
that the United States exert pressure on Israel to withdraw its 
forces from Lebanon has been referred to this office for reply. 

The main objectives of U.S. po'iicy with regard to Lebanon 
are the departure of all external forces and Lebanese 
Government recovery of full control over its entire territory. 
To these ends we participated in negotiating the May 17 
agreement between Israel and Lebanon that provides for the 
withdrawal of Israeli troops. ~s you no doubt are aware, it 
was envisaged that such a move on Israel's part would be 
reciprocated in the same timeframe by the other parties 

· concerned. Unfortunately, Syria, for its part, has made it 
clear that it has no intention of following through on its 
earlier public indications to-remove its forces along with 
Israel's. 

The President is determined to resolve the situation in 
Lebanon as a matter of the greatest urgency. His personal 
Middle East envoy, Ambassador McFarlane, is now in the region 
working on a negotiated settlement. It remains our hope that a 
way c~n be found to faciliate the withdrawal of all foreign 
forces those belonging to Syria and the PLO ~swell as 
Israel -- so that Lebanese sovereignty can be fully restored. 

___ Si7;;% 
Miles S. Pendleton, 
Director 
Office of Israel and 
Arab-Israeli Affairs 

Jr. 



T H E W H I T E H O U S E 

REFERRAL 

TO: DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

ACTION REQUESTED: 
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DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING: 

ID: 
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TO: 

FROM: 

161731 

LETTER, DATED SEPTEMBER 8, 1983 

PRESIDENT REAGAN 

MR. HAVI SCHIEBER 
CHAIRMAN 
HOLY LAND STATE COMMITTEE USA 
POST OFFICE BOX 272 
FAIRFAX VA 22030 

SUBJECT: U. S. SUPPORT OF LEBANON 

0 F F I C E 

SEPTEMBER 14, 1983 

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN 
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE 
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486. 

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE 
(OR DRAFT) TO: 
AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE 

SALLY KELLEY 
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON 
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 
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PO ac·x 212 
FAIRFAX VA 22030 08P~ 

lh-:-

1•06~4725251 oq/08/83 ICS IP~MTZZ CSP ~HSA 
7033 5go2s MG~ TDMT FAIRFAX VA 261 oq.oe 103JP EST 

, / 

- c:4){V ✓..,, 'LY 

U11'6 
► PRESIDENT RONALD REAGA~ 

1000 PEN~SYLVANIA AVE 
~ASHINGTCN DC 20500 

DEAR MR ~RESIDENT 

8327979 , 

IN t97b THE GOVERN~ENT OF LEeANO~ AND THE ARAB LEAGUE INVITED SYRIA 
TO STOP THE CIVIL WAR IN LEBANON ISRAEL CESTROYEC THIS EFFORT BY 
USING QUISLINGS CONSPIRACY A.~D OPE~ ATTACKS FRO~ LAND SEA ANO AIR 
INCL~DING LAST YEARS DETRACTION OF LEBANCN AND MASS KI~LINGS OF 
PALESTINES AND LEBANESE ARABS, TODAY MR PRESIDfNT ISRAELI'S POLICY IS 
TO ADO TC HER VICTIMS OF JEW$ ARJBS A~ERICANS AND OTMER PEACE KEEPING 
FORCES, kER AIM IS ALSO TO BFING THE WESTERN POWERS ESPECIALLY THE 
UNITED STATED TO A DOUBLE CO~FRO~TATION ~ITH THE ARAB WORLD AND THE 
SOVIET U~lON WHICH WILL BE~EFIT POLITICALLY ANO PSYC~O~OGICALLY ALSO 
IF MCSCO~ WILl DECIDE THAT T~E TIME IS RIGHT FOR THE MIL.ITARY TAKE 
OVER OF THE MIDDLE EAST SHE ~ILL USE ARAeS IN THE FI~ST STAGE AND 
ISRAEL I~ THE SECOND STAGE, R OU CAN TFLAN ~f- lELAVIv 
~ S C C W C C_ N S P I R A C Y B Y UR G I N G T HE P E A C E K E E P I NG ~ A T I O N S I N L E 8 A NC N T 0 
INVITE SYRIA TO FINISH liER PE.ACE_ .KEU bLG -LS.SI-01-1 AND Tli UN.l ON 
QE LEBANON AND LIKE PRESID NT EISE~HCWER IN 1q b ORD !~MEDIATE 
~ITHCRAWAL O ALL ISRAELI CES I~C UDI~G HER QUISLINGS, AT THIS 
STAGE IN LEBANO~ HISTORY O~LY YOU ~R PRESIDENT CAN I~ITIATE THIS STEP 
WITH YOUR EUROPEAN PARTNERS YOU WI~L BE APPLAUDED AT HOME AND ALL 
OYER TME FREE ~ORLO, YOUR INITIATIVE IN THIS DI~ECTICN WILL CO~VINCE 
ISRAEL TC RESOLVE THE PRINCIFAL ISSUE WHICH hAS BLOCKED PEACE FOR 35 
YEARS AND WILL ACCEPT YOUR PLAN FOR PEACE GOD BLESS YOU 

HAvI SCHIEBER CHAIRMAN HCLY LAND STATE COM~ITTEE USA 

22137 EST 

MG~CCMP 

TO REPLY BY MAILGRAM MESSAGE. SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR WESTERN UNION'S TOLL - FREE PHONE NUMBERS 

..../ 
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TO REPLY BY MAILGRAl\1 MESSAGE, PHONE WESTERN UNION ANYTIME, DAY OR NIGHT: 
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DIAL (TOLL-FREE) 800-257-2241 

(EXCEPT IN NEW JERSEY 800-632 -2271) 

OR DIAL WESTERN UNION'S COMPUTER DIRECTLY: 

FROM TELEX I . .. ....... .. ... 6161 FROM TELEX II {TWX13,,) .. . . ... .. 910-420- 1212 

-----

-----

.__,. 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT 
TRANSMITTAL FORM 
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October 21, 1983 

FOR: Mr. Robert c. McFarlane 
National Security Council 
The White Rouse 
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TO: Faith Whittlesey FROM: Archbishop Saliba 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Washington . D.C. 20520 

21 OCT 1983 

Dear Arch ishon Salih 

I m r nJying to your ~ .ssa1e to Ms. _ ittlesey conc~rn
in T. Se ol icy towarti eh<1non. I regr t thP d '='lay in this 
response. 

11othing could h more de~trnctive of Le anon and 
Lebanese hope for th . future than continued sectarian 
strif~, as typifi . hy that in the ~hout ar~a. ~or this 
reA on, \Je h ve consistr-rntly ~ ploreo ir terco1c1munal viol~nc 
ad continually uro~d all Le ane e arties to eng,qe in a 
process of nat·onal reconciliation. 

de bcliP t~ tour ef~orts, together uith thos of 
friendly govGrnm.nts, to h ln L hanon rid · tself of forAiqn 
forces and ~sta~lish its authority, hol· th Ast ho £or 
the future security ann ,elf re oft e various communities 
which make uo LP.hat.on, i nclu ir.q the nruze. Ple s . e as 
sured that w~ iill continue to follow the situation closely. 

he nited States can be iustly nrcu~ of our forces and 
the in o r tant role they are layin~ to achi~ve secur i ty f.or 
t e ~e~ane. ncopl e . ~he role of the u.s. ·arines concerns 
us too, and it is iMportant to re ember they are art of a 
lar1er ~ultination 1 force ( ~~). 01 r lliP.s in the ~NP -
the Bri tis_ , French, and It lians - share our fundamental 
goals in Lehano1 • .o fii tte~ to stronq L~b non, e are su -
nortin the constitutionally elect d governrent. 

In ort:ler to help ""ake trie Lehanese r.ovPrnment c nabl 
of exercisin.q authority over th uhole country, inc l uding 
te r ritory to e ev cuated hy ext _ nal forcPs, th~ Unite~ 
Stateci is contri)uting to an accelerated effort to expand, 
eq 1ip, anrl tr in the f,E;banP.se 1.rmen Forc~s. rmil this tas 
is underw y, at Le anon ' s request, th ~Fis stationed in 
the eeirut ar a. ~ is intArnational military resence con
trihutes to Lehanon's sta~ility and therehy f cilitat~s t~e 
establishment ot etfectivc centr 1 qovernment control wiere 
it had r viouslv een lacking. •he ~•P rovides 0reat psy
chologic 1 sun ort for the Le nes 0 Governne t and its r .ect 
forces, besides contrihntinq to the greater security of 
cirut. 

Arch ishop hilin Saliba, Prim te, 
Antiochian Orthodox Christin, 

Archdioce se of Tort ~nier· c , 
JS , ~ountain no rl, 

Rna l e 1 on ,• w ~ rs y "7~ l. 





T H E W H I T E H O U S E 

REFERRAL 

0 F F I C E 

SEPTEMBER 14, 1983 

TO: DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

ACTION REQUESTED: 
DRAFT REPLY FOR SIGNATURE OF WHITE HOUSE STAFF MEMBER 

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING: 

ID: 

MEDIA: 

TO: 

FROM: 

161735 

LETTER, DATED SEPTEMBER 9, 1983 

FAITH WHITTLESEY 

ARCHBISHOP PHILIP SALIBA PRIMATE 
ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN 
ARCHDIOCESE OF NORTH AMERICA 
358 MOUNTAIN ROAD 
ENGLEWOOD NJ 07631 

SUBJECT: LEBANON SITUATION 

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN 
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE 
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486. 

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE 
(OR DRAFT) TO: 
AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE 

SALLY KELLEY 
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON 
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 
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. ANT It CH! A ,N . 0 R i' HO r, o X ' C HR rs lI f'f ·· l{ 
358 NOUNT 'AIN RD 
ENGLE~oac NJ 07631 oqA~ 

1•0212986252 09/Qq/83 ICS IPf.'.MTZZ CSP W~SA ff/ I /135"' 
201S71135S MGM TDMT ENGLE~OCD NJ 1g7 OQ•09 11l3A EST ~ 

·-- ► F A I T t- R Y A N W H I T T L S E Y 
ASSISTA NT TO THE PRESIDENT FCR PUBLIC LIASON 
WHITE HOUSE 
~ASHlNGTON DC 20500 

DEAR MS ~HITTLESEY 

IT WAS VERY PLEASANT MAKING YOUR ACQUAINTANCE DURING MY VISIT TO THE 
PRESIDENT ON APRIL 7 A~D JUST BEFORE LEA~ING FOR LEBANON ON A 
HUMA~ITARIAN TRIP, PLEASE CO~VEY TO HIM ~ND JUCGE CLARK MY OBJECTIVE 
VIEWS ON THE ONGOING PRICES IN LE BANO N, 
1, I DO ~OT BELIEVE THA T OLR MARINES SHOLLD GET INVOLVED IN THE 
FACTIONAL FIGHTI~G IN LEBANO~. THIS ~ILL HURT OUR AMERICAN IMAGE IN 
LEBANON AND IN T~E ARAB AND ~OSLEM WORLD, 
2, lHE PrALAGIST MILITIA SHOLLD GET OUT CF THE S~UF ~OUNTAIN AREA, 
THIS WILL ELIMINATE THE TE~SION ~HICH EXISTS BET~EEN THE DRUSE AND 
THE r.'ARO~ITES, 
3~ PRESIDENT GEMAYEL S~OULD TRV HIS eEST TO MAKE PEACE WITH THE 
VARICUS RELIGIOUS AND POLITICAL GROUFS I~ THAT COUNTRY, ~EBA~O~ HAS 
NEVER BEEN RULED BY ONE POLITICAL PARTY CR O~E RELIGIOUS 
DENO~INATION, THE LEBANESE NEED A COOLITION GOVERNMENT WHICH 
REPRESENTS ALL WARRING GROUPS, OTHER~ISE THE WAR WILL CONTINUE WHICH 
WILL RESWLT IN A DIVIDED LEBANON, AN IN ·CEPTH STUDY OF THE ENTIRE 
SITuirro~ IN LEBANON IS IMPERATIVE 

ARCHBISHOP PHILIP SALIBA PRIMATE 
ANTIOCHIAN ORT~ODOX CHRISTIAN ARCH DIOCESE Of NORT~ AMERICA 

11:lf EST 

MGMCCMP 

TO REPLY BY MAILGRAM MESSAGE, SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR WESTERN UNION'S TOLL - FREE PHONE NUMBERS 

-----· 
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TO REPLY BY MAILGRAM MESSAGE, PHONE WESTERN UNION ANYTIM E, DAY OR NIGHT: 

FOR YOUR LOCAL NUMBER, SEE THE WHITE PAGES 

OF YOUR LOCAL TELEPHONE DIRECTORY 

OR 

DIAL (TOLL-FREE) 800-257-2241 

(EXCEPT IN NEW JERSEY 800-632-2271) 

OR DIAL WESTERN UNION'S COMPUTER DIRECTLY: 

FROM TELEX I .......... . ... . 6161 FROM TELEX II (TWXl ) ......... 910-420-1212 

._,. 



TO: 

FROM: 

REQUEST: 

PU:l:~.POSE: 

BACKGROUND: 

PREVIOUS 
PARTICIPATION: 

DATE AND TIME: 

DURATION: 

LOCATION : 

PARTICIPANTS: 

CQNrlDE#TIAL 
THE WHITE HOUS E 

WASHINGTON 

September 22, 1983 

FREDERICK J. RYAN, JR. 
Presidential Appointments and Scheduling 

JOHN M. POINDEXTER~(l 

NSPG Meeting on Lebanon 

To review our policy on Lebanon and make 
decisions as may be required. 

Per your NSDD of September 10, interagency 
work has b een completed which reviews our 
policy options. Paper will be provided. 

Frequently. 

Septe~ber 27 or September 28, 1983. 

One hour. 

White House Situation Room. 

Vice President, William P. Clark, Secretaries 
of State and Defense, Director of Central 
Intelligence, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, and Director of Office Management and 
Budget 

OUTLINE OF EVENTS: Meeting. 

REMARKS REQUIRED: None. 
·OR 

MEDIA COVERAGE: None. 

RECOMMENDED BY: William P. Clark. 

~ime. 
.lengtti. 

PROJECT OFFICER: Phil Dur and Howard Teicher 

CQJN-F' I DEM'i1 tttl:r 
Declassify on: OADR 

..A/'~C ~.5zJ~h_7£ 




