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MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

January 25, 1984 

{ttJ LJ ff t --------
ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT M. KIMMITT ;.., 

FROM: HOWARD R. TEICHER/f1<1 

SUBJECT: 

Attached at Tab I is a memorandum to Charlie Hill for your 
signature asking him to transmit the background papers on Lebanon 
to the Congress. 

.---- , l-:t" 
J;fj n d /,t?f'c/lc Lehman, Fortier, Kemp ana'Dur concur. 

Recommendation 

That you sign the memorandum at Tab I. 

Approve Disapprove 

Attachments 

Tab I 
Tab A 

Memorandum to Charles Hill 
Lebanon papers 



NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON , D.C. 20506 

MEMORANDUM FOR CHARLES HILL 
Executive Secretary 
State Department 

SUBJECT: Background Papers on Lebanon for the Congress 

0743 

The consultations with Congress on Lebanon have made clear the need 
for the Executive Branch to provide Congress with background 
materials which can be used to help explain America's policy in 
Lebanon. The attached papers (Tab A) prepared in informal 
interagency manner and coordinated with Ambassador Rumsfeld should 
be transmitted to interested members of Congress as soon as 
possible. 

Attachment 

Tab A Lebanon papers 

Robert M. Kimmitt 
Executive Secretary 

cc: Colonel John H. Stanford, U.S.A . 
Executive Secretary 
Department of Defense 



U.S. OBJECTIVES IN LEBANON 

To avoid confusion about the mission of the Marines, it is useful 
to distinguish among three things: long-term goals; what we will 
accept as a political outcome; and the specific mission of the 
Marines. 

1. U.S. long-term goals in Lebanon are: 

withdrawal of all foreign forces 

a stable, independent Lebanon, sovereign within 
its territory 

security of Israel's northern border 

2. U.S. requirements for a political solution are as follows: 

We realize that a diplomatic solution will 
require compromise. 

U.S. will accept diplomatic solutions that are 
agreeable to the parties more directly concerned 
(Lebanon, Israel, Syria) . 

U.S. is prepared to withdraw, but withdrawal 
should take place in a manner consistent with 
our overall strategic interest, namely, that 
the solution should vindicate the U.S. commit
ment to moderation, negotiated outcomes, and 
standing by its friends. 

3 . The role of the MNF is: 

To provide a breathing spell for the GOL to 
assert its authority in the Beirut area and for 
the Lebanese to sort out their internal problems . 
The MNF will defend itself if attacked . 

It is not: 

o a combat force 

o a permanent force 

o directed against any country or 
any foreign forces 

o intended to force the withdrawal 
of any foreign forces 

o intended to remain until U.S 
achieves its long-term goals in 
Lebanon. 



ARGUMENTS AGAINST AND FOR 
THE MARINE PRESENCE IN LEBANON 

1. The Marines' (MNF) task is impossible. Lebanese factional 
animosities run deep. The Syrian will never leave ~ 

Their task is a limited one: the MNF is to provide 
a breathing spell for the GOL to reestablish its 
authority throughout Beirut area. 

The Syrians are pragmatic . when convinced 
that they must cut a deal, they will be 
accommodating. Past behavior by Assad 
demonstrates this pragmatism. 

2. It is entirely possible Marines will suffer more losses to 
terrorism. 

U.S. has made major security improvements at Beirut 
Airport since October 23 to enhance Marine security. 
The Long Commission visited Beirut before these 
changes were made. 

U.S. cannot allow terrorists to accomplish their 
objectives. This would be an abdication of U.S. 
responsibilities in the world and would leave the 
world an even more dangerous place. 

3. A superpower should not participate in a peacekeeping force: 

U.S. forces were originally introduced into Beirut 
at the request of all the concerned parties, 
including the PLO.--

Re-introduction of MNF required immediate action 
because of Sabra-Shatilla and desire to prevent 
additional massacres. 

U.S. participation provided a sign of support which· 
others could not provide because of heavy Soviet 
support for Syrian forces in Lebanon. 

If a victim state (Lebanon) is incapable of 
defending against an aggressive neighboring state 
(Syria), the presence of U.S. peacekeeping forces 

may prove the most viable deterrent to forcible 
intervention in the affairs of the weaker state. 

U.S. is willing to consider expanding the UN role. 
Israel has made more positive statements recently 
about UNIFIL, which it used to oppose. However, 
Syria has prevented use of UN observers to monitor a 
cease-fire agreed by Lebanese. 



Not true that superpowers should never play peace
keeping role. U. S. participation in MFO in the 
Sinai has been indispensable and successful. 

4. U.S. has no interest in Lebanon: 

Lebanon is a flash point of confrontation between 
Israel and Syria , and potentially between the U. S . 
and USSR . Stability there is important. 
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Lebanon is a democracy which has been friendly to 
the United States for years. It deserves support in 
the face of external challenges and an opportunity 
to sort out its internal problems. 

U. S . has interest in promoting moderation in 
Middle East. If GOL is overthrown because of its 
moderate policies and willingness to negotiate , it 
will have ominous implications for the peace process 
and other U.S. friends. 

If radical extremists win in Lebanon, they will be 
emboldened elsewhere. 

U. S. interest i n security of Israel's northern 
border . 

Having committed itself , U.S. cannot ignore 
consequences of just walking away . Loss of 
credibility weakens U.S. worldwide by weakening 
confidence of those who rely on us. Direct 
relationship to the Gulf. 

Israel , Lebanon , Egypt, Jordan, and Saudi Arabia 
have urged U.S . to maintain its presence . 

5. U. S . will be drawn increasingly into Lebanon : 

No intention of increasing ground forces. 

Not a combat forc e and not directed against any 
country or any faction. 

Stated goal of MNF is security in Beirut area. 
Progress is being made in that regard. 

6 . Drains U. S . military assets : 

Middle East represents a major U. S . interest, and 
this is one of the most important places for us to 
show strength and resolve. 



IMPLICATIONS OF MNF WITHDRAWAL--THE STAKES 

1. What could happen if the MNF is withdrawn now? 

Current "entente" of moderate Arab countries which is 
developing to counter Syrian actions could collapse. 

Jordan would be less willing to enter the peace process, 
because of fear of Syrian reaction. 

Saudi Arabia and others would be unwilling to stand up to 
Syrian and Libyan objections to re-entry of Egypt to Arab 
world. 

Gulf States would doubt U.S. commitment to their security 
and U.S. staying power. 

Would be perceived as major Soviet victory, which would 
enhance Soviet status in the region. 

Government of Lebanon would have less counterweight to 
Syrian presence as it tried to sort out its problems and 
would likely fall. 

Political "reconciliation" would be on Syrian terms. 

Without a chance to achieve political reconciliation on 
Lebanese (rather than Syrian) terms, Lebanon will become 
a vassal state and, quite possibly, a future base for 
terrorist operations against Israel. 

Instability in Lebanon threatens Israeli security and 
increases the possibility of a Syrian-Israeli confron
tation in Lebanon that could lead to a U.S. Soviet 
confrontation. 

2. What happens if the MNF remains? 

There will continue to be terrorist attacks. 

Presence of MNF alone cannot force withdrawal of foreign 
forces or political accommodation, but strengthens U.S. 
diplomatic effort. 

Lebanon will have a chance to sort out its internal 
problems on Lebanese terms. 

By helping to create a stable security situation in 
Beirut and expand the authority of the central 
government, increase chance for continuing stability 
after MNF withdrawal. 

Demonstrate U.S. willingness to stand by a long-time 
friendly nation. 



Demonstrate that terrorism cannot dictate U.S. policy. 

It will withdraw when its stated mission is achieved, 
e.g., 

o If Syrian forces are withdrawn from positions 
which threaten Beirut. 

o GOL reaches security arrangements for 
Beirut area, with sufficient political 
accommodation to assure durability and 
foreign acceptance. 

o Another acceptable force can provide 
assistance to LAF - e.g., UN. 

o If GOL policies become inconsistent with U.S. 
objectives in Lebanon. 

o If GOL so requests. 
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SUMMARY OF ACCOMPLISHMENTS IN (AND RELATED TO) LEBANON 

Lebanon's Political Situation 

President Gemayel is now recognized as the legitimate leader 
by most Lebanese. 

The direct discussions among Lebanon's leaders in Geneva were 
the first that several had had with each other in ten years. 
At Geneva, Lebanese leaders began detailed talks on political 
reform, power-sharing and reconciliation. 

U.S. diplomacy was vital to Geneva, the on-going lower-level 
talks, and the seriousness with which Gemayel and other 
leaders approached the talks. 

MNF presence has provided the Lebanese leaders with confidence 
that western democracies are ready to pay a price to help 
re-establish democracy in the Arab world . 

Lebanese Military Situation 

U.S. assistance has brought about the rebirth of the Lebanese 
Army, the most important multi-confessional institution in the 
country. 

Since the U.S. military aid program began in October, 1982, 
the LAF has increased in size from about 17,500 (effective) to 
over 32,000. The LAF has undergone a three-phase reorganization 
program designed to organize, equip and train a ten-brigade 
force. This program is well underway. 

The GOL has paid for over 80% of LAF procurement through cash, 
the remainder through FMS and other foreign country credits. 

The Army demonstrated its new capabi l ities during the September 
fighting against opposing militias and external forces 
(Libyans) directly supported by Syria, as well as recent 
operations in West Beirut . 

Withdrawals and Israeli Security 

As a result of U.S. sponsored negotiations, Israel agreed to 
withdraw completely from Lebanon and the Lebanese agreed to 
security arrangements which would ensure legitimate Israeli 
security requirements. 

Israel pulled its forces back to the Awwali River line and has 
reduced its presence to approximately 10,000 troops . 

8,000 to 10,000 PLO fighters have left Lebanon . 



Marine Security 

Troops have been dispersed from buildings. 

Redisposition of forces to provide improved tactical defenses 
and more effective fields of fire . 

Improvements of the berming , fencing, tank obstacle and 
barrier arrangements are nearly completed. 

Vigorous self-defense tactics are being employed, e.g., the 
destruction with tank fire of buildings housing snipers. 

Consequences of U.S. Military Operations 
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Defense actions to protect MNF at Suq al-Gharb demonstr ated to 
all that U. S . is prepared to use limited applications of force 
in defense of particular "red-lines. " 

U.S . reconnaissance flights and measured retaliation confirm 
to Syrians, other adversaries and friends that U. S . declaratory 
policy must be taken seriously and that a price will be paid 
for attacking U.S. interests. This enhances deterrence . 

Such actions make Gulf leaders , including Iran , take U. S . 
policy regarding freedom of navigation in the Strait of Hormuz 
and threats to U.S. friends very seriously. 

The Peace Process 

The May 17 Agreement between Israel and Lebanon represents an 
important accomplishment of America ' s step-by-step diplomacy . 

The President's September 1 initiative remains the cornerstone 
of our peace initiative on the Arab-Israel conflict . 

Jordanian Parliament recalled, strengthening King Hussein . 

Egypt, Jordan, Saudi Arabia , Iraq , GCC countries coalescing 
into a bloc opposing Syrian- Iranian-Libyan a x is . 

Soviet Perceptions 

Moscow has made clear that its commitment to Syria does not 
extend to Syrians in Lebanon. 

Indeed, during Khaddam ' s recent visit to Moscow, Khaddam ' s 
references to Soviet commitments to Syria, contained i n a 
toast, were deleted upon publication by the Soviet government. 



THE REALITIES OF TERRORISM IN THE 1980s 

Terrorism is a fact of life. Given the technology readily 
available, those willing to lose their own lives can and will 
find increasingly effective ways to take the lives of others, 
and will do so. 

Given America's position in the world, Americans are bound to 
be prime targets. 

A particularly disturbing development is State-sponsored 
terrorism. The Soviet Union and East bloc countries, Iran, 
Libya, Syria and North Koria, all use terrorism as an instrument 
of foreign policy. 

Terrorism is a weapon directed against our interests, policies, 
and values: U.S. cannot abandon these. 

U.S. should try to minimize the export of 
abroad, but this is not always possible. 
military personnel usually have essential 
do whatever is possible to protect them. 
always present. 

U.S. personnel 
U.S. diplomatic and 
jobs to do. We will 
But the risks are 

If the U.S. is to remain a world leader and conduct effective 
foreign policies that influence events, U.S. must remain 
actively engaged. Therefore, U.S. must face up to the reality 
of terrorism. 

U.S. must improve capabilities for countering terrorism. U.S. 
must improve our intelligence capabilities, command-and-control 
structure, procedures for political/military policymaking, 
security precautions, and assistance to friendly countries to 
help them deal with the problem. This will cost money. 

U.S. must work with Allies, because they too are often targets. 
We must improve our police coordination and coordinate our 
foreign policies to isolate and penalize States that are 
sources of sponsors of terrorism. We must be willing to share 
the burdens and costs of such sanctions. 

U.S. must undertake a public campaign against State-sponsored 
terrorism, linking the phenomenon candidly to those States 
that practice it. U.S. must urge our friends to act in 
parallel with us. 



NSAJLOGL 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

DATE: 20 FEB 1984 
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AND TRACKING PURPOSES. 
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CHECK AS MAY BE APPROPRIATE : 

ACTION COMPLETED, FILE ATTACHED 

ACTION STILL PENDING, COPY ATTACHED 

ACTION TRANSFERRED TO ------

ACTION SENT FORWARD, COPY ATTACHED 

CANNOT FIND, WILL CONTINUE TO CHECK 

t/4HER: .J-~~ULl- {)6£ 
PLEASE RETURN TO NSC/S . 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT 

TRANSMI'l'TAL FORl-f· 
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s/s 8409288 - - ·-

Date April 13, 1984 

For: Mr. Robert C. McFarlane 
National Security Council 
The ~-mite House 

Reference: 

To: President Reagan From: Mrs. Elena Stewart 

Date: January 31, 1984 U.S. policy in Lebanon Subj e_c t : _______________ _ 

WH Referral Dated: 3/28/84 NSC ID# 218889 
(if any) 

The attached item was sent directiy to the 
Department of State.· 

Action Taken: 

X 
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A draft reply will be forwarded. 

A translation is attached. 

An information copy of a direct reply is attached. 

W~ believe no response is necessary for the reason 
cited below. 

The Department of State has . no objection to the 
proposed travel. 

Other. 

~~~r~~~ 
Executive Secret~ry 

UNCLASSIFIED 

(Classification) 



Mrs. Elena Stewart 
7 Carson Avenue 
Newburgh, New York 12550 

Dear Mrs. Stewart: 

United States Department of State 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

13 APR 1984 

Thank you for your letter of January 31, 1984 to President 
Reagan urging the withdrawal of our Marines from Lebanon. 

As you know, the White House announced on February 7 that 
the Marines would be redeployed from their positions at Beirut 
Airport to their ships offshore. This redeployment was 
completed on February 26. Approximately 100 Marines remain in 
Beirut to provide additional external.security for our 
diplomatic mission in Beirut, while another limited number of 
U.S. military personnel remain to provide military training and 
security assistance liaison to the Lebanese Armed Forces. 

On March 30 the President took a further step with respect 
to our military involvement in Lebanon and formally notified 
Congress that he was terminating U.S. participation in the 
Multinational Force. While the United States remains committed 
to the long-range goals of a ·sovereign, united Lebanon, the 
withdrawal of all foreign forces and the security of Israel 1 s 
northern border, the continuation of our participation in the 
MNF was determined to be no longer a necessary or appropriate 
means of achieving these goals. The other MNF participants 
made similar decisions; all have now withdrawn from the MNF and 
the Force has been disbanded. 

The United States continues to back the aspirations of the 
Lebanese people. our Ambassador in Lebanon remains actively 
engaged, and through regular contacts with all of Lebanon 1 s 
communities, continues to encourage the hard work and spirit of 
compromise that are essential to achieving progress on 
political reform and national reconciliation. we will also ( ' 
continue to provide appropriate economic and military 
assistance to the ~ebanese government. 

Sincerely, 

/5/ 
David L. Mack, Director 
Office for Lebanon, Syria, 

Jordan and Iraq 



T H E W H I T E H O U S E 

REFERRAL 

TO: DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

ACTION REQUESTED: 
DIRECT REPLY, FURNISH INFO COPY 

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING: 

ID: 

MEDIA: 

TO: 

FROM: 

218889 

LETTER, DATED JANUARY 31, 1984 

PRESIDENT REAGAN 

MRS. ELENA STEWART 
7 CARSON AVENUE 
NEWBURGH NY 12550 

0 F F I C E 

MARCH 28, 1984 

SUBJECT: CONCERNS ABOUT U. S. POLICY IN LEBANON - NO 
RESPONSE TO PREVIOUS LETTER 

8409288 

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN 
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE 
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486. 

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE 
(OR DRAFT) TO: 
AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE 

SALLY KELLEY 
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON 
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 
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President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr President: 

7 Carson Ave. 
Newburgh, NY 12550 
Jl January 1984 

I have written you before concerning the situation in Lebanon, 
The letter was not even acknowledged. ·--- ---~ _ .... - --~·- ... ~ ., .... --·-
Yesterday, another Marine was killed. How many more lives 
must be lost before you will withdraw the U.S. troops? As an 
elected representative of the people of the United States, 
you should listen to the voices of the people. None of us 
like to see the senseless slaughter of our men for no reason. 

We have always been taught to learn from history; it will 
prevent us from repeating our mistakes. Has Vietnam been 
erased from our memories? Vietnam wasn't a war either. It 
was a terrible mistake that many would like to forget; but 
if we do, we will turn Lebanon into a similar conflict as 
easily as we could in other countries, 

It seems that the situation is of utmost importance to Congress, 
unlike it is to you judging by how much time was devoted to 
th subject in your State of the Union Address. It must have 
shown the Marine s of the 24th MAU just how much you care. 
It must have shown them how easily you forgot the 250 men 
who were killed in the bombing of their headquarters. They 
will never forget the screams of the dying or all the bodies 
they had to dig for. 

I urge you to reconsiqe:r _~ yo.ur _current policief:1 . in ... L.~banon 
before you have anymore dead men on your conscience. ·~, 

Sincerely, 
~}'/' 

C l~ -
Mrs. Elena L. Stewart 



; : . . ~· . ,, 
- ·_ t· ·• 



MEMORANDUM 

TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

®ffia nf t4r l\ttnmry O§rnrrnl 
B anlpngtnn1 lL Qt. 20530 

March 26, 1984 

Robert C. ~cFarlane 
Assistant to the President for 

National Security Affairs 

William French Smith f!~ 
Attorney General Mtf[./ 

Exchange of correspondence with 
Najeeb Halaby 

2572 

22~592 

///Y 

C'&t?f6, --a 
~a~t-lZ 

r:_•· ,F6JI 

:::c 

1J 
0) 

Attached are copies of recent corres ondence exchanged 

with Na i eeb ~2 lab American University in Be irut, 
~ 

for whatever action you deem appropriate. 

Attachments 

RCM .~ 

How do you want the 
handled? 

Y\Tilma 

3/2 7 

attached n/-
r ~ o1 

t 

~ 



Dear Jeeb: 

®fftte nf tqt }Jtnmty Oitnrrnl 
IJ as4mgtnn, ll. al. 20530 

March 22, 1984 

Thank you for your letter of February 27 regarding the 
_ American University in Beirut. You expressed concern about the 

status of green card-.holding faculty members, and about continued 
U.S. financial support for the university. Let me say at the 
outset that I am a strong supporter of the university. AUB has 
made significant contributions both to educational excellence and 
to the cause of peace and stability in the Middle East. It is 
certainly in our national interests to strengthen the cultural 
and educational links which now exist between AUB and our 
country. 

As you requested, I have taken another look at the 
problems AUB faculty members face in preserving their resident 
alien status in this country while abroad on teaching 
assignments. As you know, a combination of statutory limitations 
and administrative rulings has established a two-year limit on 
the length of time a resident alien may remain abroad on a 
re-entry permit. Last year we modified our administrative 
regulations -- which previously required re-entry within one year 
-- to allow such permits to be valid for a full two years. 
Legislation is required, however, to expand the re-entry time 
limit beyond two years. 

With regard to the long-term financial well-being of 
the university, as stated earlier, I fully realize the need for 
substantial financial assistance at a time of confusion and 
turmoil in the Middle East. It is my un~erstanding that Congress 
has been supportive of AUB, appropriating some $57 · million over 
the last five years. I have forwarded a copy of your letter to 
the President's National Security Advisor, Robert McFarlane, so 
that he may be fully advised of the matter. 

With best regards, 

Sincerely, 

Mr. Najeeb E. Halaby 
1822 Kalorama Square, N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 20008 

William French Smith 
Attorney General 



The Honorable 
William French Smith 
The Attorney General 
United States Department of Justice 
10th ii!nd Constitution Avenue Northwest 
Room 5111 
Washington, D. C. 20530 

Dear Bill: 

1822 Kalorama Square N. W. 

Washington, D.C. 20008 

February 27, 1984 

Allison and I heard of your resignation with personal regret 
because we shall miss you and Jean very much! You have had a most 
interesting and distinguished period of public service and, as a simple 
citizen, I thank you and respect you for your strong convictions carried 
into action -- a rare achievement in Federal Service in recent years! 

We expect to see you after returning from a trip to the 
Caribbean and hope that we will be able to entertain you at some time 
before you depart. 

In contemplating your departure, we realize that the 
American U.qiversity of Beirut is losing a particularly good friend 
and supporter in the Reagan Administration and we hope that we can 
count on you for your continued sympathy and concern as you resume 
private life. 

In particular, we would like to ask you two favors. One is 
that you take one more look at what we can do either by direction or 
by legislation to assure the continued access by our faculty members 
holding green cards. As you are well aware, we are going through 
a dark period in Beirut and we need all the help we can get in that 
respect. 

In addition, we would like to ask you to consider whether 
you think it appropriate and feas3·b e to ask the President personally 
to endorse a campaign to underwr· te the continuity of the University 
over the coming fiy~ .years, ---I- a ,a. bit biased as Chairman of the - . . 

. -. •. 
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1822 Kalorama Square N. W. 

Washington, D.C. 20008 

· Board of Trustees -- admittedly -- but it seems to me that we are 
about the most enduring, constructive and hopeful institution of the 
United States in the Middle East. The kidnapping of David Dodge 
and other members of the AUB family and the assassination of our 
President, Malcolm Kerr,, make the need for a permanent stand 
against terrorism in the Middle East even more poignant and urgent. 
There are so many enemies of freedom and zealots against the 
United States in the area at this time that only through the efforts of 
universities, churches and citizens' individual efforts are we likely 
to get any return to reason and compassion. AUB has over 118 years 
been such a voice and such a mission, as you well know. I wish you 
would contemplate how even in a time of deep deficit and many other 
demands, the President might forcefully and effectively take the lead 
in assuring the long-term survival of this great University. 

I would like the privilege of calling you during the first 
week in March to see what may be possible for you to do to help us. 

With the hope of seeing you soon, I am 

Sincerely yours, 
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THE SECRETARY OF ENERGY 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

April 25, 1984 

Mr. Craig Fuller 
Executive Office of the President 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Craig: 

I am sending the enclos_e to you in accordance with our 
prior conversation. 

Sincerely, 

DONALD PAUL HODEL 

Enclosure 



April 2, 1984 

The Honorable Donald Hodel 
Secretary of Energy 
Department of Energy 
Capitol Hill 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
United States of America 

Dear Secretary Hodel: 

Rabiya, Almatn, Lebanon 

l>·t 

Telephone: Lebanon 412,109 

I am writing to thank you for the privilege of seeing 
and chatting with you in your office lately in Washington, 

22607Q 
~_gL/; 

c~~?~ 

~~..&~ 

with our mutual friend Robert Pittinger. I profited considerably 
from our conversation. Regardless of any changes or developments, 
I beg you to keep in mind that what -is historically at stake 
in Lebanon today is whether the free, open, democratic and 
pluralist society of Lebanon, and the free and secure Christian 
community of Lebanon, can still survive in the Eastern Mediter
ranean or are now doomed to perish. I assure you that the 
United States and the free world have it altogether in their 
power to determine, one way or the other, the outcome of this 
fateful question. 

With best wishes and hoping to see you again when I am 
ne x t in Wa shington, I am, 

Faithfully yours, 

~~ 
,,-----, 
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(/ MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

229016 
///t:? 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

May 4, 1984 

ROBERT C. MCFARL!: ~ 

PHILIP A. DUR /1/lA..J( 
Visit to Washington by Elie Salem 

Ctfe; ~ 

/g-':?v~'l./ ~ 

The Lebanese Embassy called and asked that I attempt to arrange a 
meeting with you for former Foreign Minister--now Presidential 
Advisor--Elie Salem, who will be in Washington from May 14-17. 
Salem's appointments are open on Monday, May 14 (p.m.) and all 
day May 15 and 16. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you meet with Elie Salem at one of the above times. · Approvef1 Disapprove 



FOR: 

FROM: 

THE WH.ITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 10, 1984 

PHIL DUR 

Wilma Hall 

3595 

Elie Salem appointment has been 
scheduled (with Georges Saim at the 
Lebanese Embassy ) f o r 2:30 p.m., 
Wednesday, May 16. 

Mr. Saim said that Elie Salem would 
be bring ing his assistant and the 
Ambassador with him. I said that y ou 
would be in touch with him to finalize 
the details of the meeting as well 
as the participants but that our 
preference would be t o limit the 
number, i.e. Salem & the Amb . 
I defer to your judgment on who should 
actually participate in the meeting . 

Please provide Mr. McFarlane with 
talking points t o use . 

Many thanks. 



Dep. Exec. Sec'y 

Bob Kimmitt 

John Poindexter 

Tom Shull 

Wilma Hall 

Bud Mcfarlane 

Bob Kimmitt 
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s/s 8416014 
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1984 

For: Mr. Robert C. McFarlane 
National Security Council 
The White House 

Reference: 

To: President Reagan From: Dr. Robert Nelson ---------------
Date: May 17, 1984 Subject: Seeks assistance for Rev . ------------

Berijarnin Weir who was kidnapped in Beirut 

WH Referral Dated: June 1, 1984 NSC ID#= 229322 
(if any) 

The attached item was sent directly to the 
Department of State. · 

Action Taken: 

X 

Remarks: 

A draft reply is attached. 

A draft reply will be forwarded. 

A translation is attached. 

An information copy of a direct reply is attached. 

We believe no response is necessary for the reason 
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The Department of State has.no objection to the 
proposed travel. 

Other. 

t:n ~ 
Executive Secret~ry 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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Dear Dr. Nelso.:1: 

'rhank you for ym ... r l P.t :_er to t:12 Pre:::, i "J8nt y: .:1ay 17 
regarding t~2 ~idn~p~l Gg ~ f ~evec~~d CPnjam!~ ~eir. 

I 

The most :3e':7:-.or lovei.s '..,.-,f t::-.is J.:'17.~ ;L~str.:;,_ti:,n are deeply 
concerned a ·0011t the <id ·,:appL,g .~)f .:<everer.d w~•ir •:".:1d the two 
other Arner icans ta!~~:: rtos ta.ge 1 n t:•G it 1.1t e ::: :-:-1 j ~r t.1 is year. We, 
in close cons 111 tat Lm with ")Ur Er:.i:).:i2 sy :;.,1 :3e i r 1t, are exploring 
every possL:>::!.<? a.ven .. 1•= .:,i i .-1q:.1i :ty t0 0·:,t2 i n the :;a.fe release of 
these three ffien. I ~eg=et deeply t~~t p~0gr~ss has been so 
slow, but you ea.r1 :)-s sur-= t. '.1 at we ,,.r,l.L .:ont in,.H~ to try every 
possible contact t.h;, i: co_i.d-3 bt:i ;.1g us closer to finding and 
freeing Reverend Wei~, Mr. 3uskley and ~r. Le v in. 

My staff ,.,ill r -:-r.1ain in 'le!:y r;l:)S': t0 1.:ch .,.,,i.th the Weir 
family. I ~"lope yuu, too, will fer~l free to ::,-=lephone us if 

·there are partic:.1la: elements ~f the !<id:nppins you would like 
to discuss in <'ietai 1. 

Robert L • NP. 1 son , .Sr- • , M • ;) • 
1235 W. Vi:3ta W3y, SPi te ~, 

Vista, California. 

Sincert=::ly, 

Ric~1--ir •i vJ. Mur~hy 
As:, is tant Se-:::retary 
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REFERRAL 

TO: DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

ACTION REQUESTED: 
DIRECT REPLY, FURNISH INFO COPY 

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING: 

ID: 

MEDIA: 

TO: 

FROM: 

229322 

LETTER, DATED MAY 17, 1984 

PRESIDENT REAGAN 

DR. ROBERT L. NELSON SR. 
SUITED 
1235 WEST VISTA WAY 
VISTA CA 92083 

841601.4 

0 F F I C E 

JUNE 1, 1984 

SUBJECT: SEEKS ASSISTANCE FOR REVEREND BENJAMIN WEIR 
WHO WAS KIDNAPED IN BEIRUT 

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN 
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE 
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486. 

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE 
(OR DRAFT) TO: 
AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE 

SALLY KELLEY 
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON 
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 



. . 
PHONE 724-8353 

ROBERT L. NELSON, M. D. 
1235 W. VISTA WAY - SUI T E D 

VISTA, CALIFORNIA 92083 

841601.4 

May 17, 1984 

Q* _JJ The Honorable Ronald Reagan 
President of the United States 
The White House 

(,"~ ~·1 f\ "'J r, ~) 
,,t,. ,..,,/ 1_~· ·· ... :;. .-. ..:..: _,;(la~ 

1600 Pe nnsy lvania Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Mr. President: 

I am writing to you in regards to Benjamin Weir, 
(enclosure) my son, John Nelson's father-in-law. 

I urge you to use all your influence to ensure the 
safe return of this kindly and gentle man. 

Respectfully yours, 

Robert L. Nelson , Sr . M.D. 

vm 

Enclosure 
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UNCLASSIFIED 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
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S/S ' # 8425366 

Date Sen t ~ 25, 1984 

Mr. Robert C. McFarlane W;1,ft'. ::C.iSr: 
National Security CouncilSITU 1'.\TlCm f,:UG.1 
The White House 

REFERENCE: 

TO: President Reagan FROM: !t;r. Sam Greenberg 

DATE : 0 9 / 0 7 / 8 4 SUBJECT: Writes in Support 

of Decision to Veto Lebanese Resolution in the Security Council 

WHITE HOUSE REFERRAL DATED: 09/14/84 NSC # 247366 
( if any) 

ACTION TAKEN: 

xx 

REMARKS: 

THE ATTACHED ITEM WAS SENT DIRECTLY 
TO THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

A draft reply is attached. 

A draft reply will be forwarded. 

A translation is attached. 

An information copy of a direct reply is 
attached. _ 

The Department of State has no objection to 
travel proposed. 

We believe no response is necessary for the reason 
cited below. 

Other. 

> /_;-

l;cesl::il 
Executive Secretary 



September 25, 1984 

Dear Mr. Greenberg: 

ASS ISTANT S ECRETARY OF STATE 

WA S HING T O N 

The White House has asked me to reply to your letter to 
the President of September 7 commending the United States 
veto of Lebanon's draft resolution in the Security Council 
on Israeli occupation practices in south Lebanon. We 
greatly appreciate your support. 

As you indicated, the United States must consistently seek 
a balanced approach to the delicate and complex situation 
in the Middle East. That has been the cornerstone of our 
policy in the past, and it will guide our actions in the 
future. 

Sincerely, 

Gregory J. Newell 
International 
Organization Affairs 

Mr. Sam Greenberg, 
National Commander 
Jewish War Veterans of the 

United States of America 
1811 R Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20009 



T H E W H I T E H OU S E 

REFERRAL 

8425366 

0 F F I C E 

SEPTEMBER 14, 1984 

TO: DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
ATTN: ISRAEL DESK 

ACTION REQUESTED: 
DIRECT REPLY, FURNISH INFO COPY 

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING: 

ID: 

MEDIA: 

TO: 
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247366 

LETTER, DATED SEPTEMBER 7, 1984 

PRESIDENT REAGAN 

MR. SAM GREENBERG 
NATIONAL COMMANDER 
JEWISH WAR VETERANS OF THE UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA 
1811 R. STREET, NW 
WASHINGTON DC 20009 

SUBJECT: WRITES IN SUPPORT OF DECISION TO VETO 
LEBANESE RESOLUTION IN THE SECURITY COUNCIL 

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN 
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE 
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486. 

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE 
(OR DRAFT) TO: 
AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE 

SALLY KELLEY 
DIRECTOR , OF AGENCY LIAISON 
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 



J 
Jewish War Veterans of the United States of America 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, DC 

Dear Mr. President: 

1811 R Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20009 -•. ii . 

(202) 265-6280 ~'-•25366 

0984034R 
September 7, 1984 

As National Commander of the Jewish War Veterans of the U.S.A . (.TWV), I 
should like to commend y our recent dec:!:~ i<~:m to vet~_ the Leba_nese 
resolution in the ecurity Cgun_cil_demanding that Israel lift all 
r ~ ctions on freedom of movement in the areas of Lebanon under its 
occupation . 

We agree with your assessment of the resolution as a political initia tive, 
motivated not b y humanitarian impulses but designed to continue the 
p ressure that is being put on Israel to withdraw from the area before 
they have adequate security guarantees . 

We support you in your efforts to sustain an even-handed response to 
the delicate and difficult situation in the Middl e East . The Jewish 
War Veterans of the U. S . A. is the oldest active veterans organization 
in America. 

cc: Jeanne Kirkpatrick 

Since rely, 

Sam Greenb 
National Commander 
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PAULS. NEWMAN • 340 EAST 74 STREET • NEW YORK, N. Y. 10021 

Dear Mr. President: ?0 Sept. 
Having written ''The Lone Ranger 11

, I have a deep 
appreciation of the blessedness of my American 
heritage •••• 

and yes, Mr. ~resident, you are right, patriotism 
is flourishing again ac--1oss our land. 

In 198), we saw our Embassy blown up in Beirut and 
17 American dies •.• and we felt bitter and 
sad, but r ~llied to our flag •••• 

- there was no ren::sisal, but "0 ffic1als'f spoke 
of relatiatory 'bptions~ 

In the f all of that same year, 241 American 
servicemen died in their compound. 

- we wondered why the terrorists car got 
in so close,,~o easily • . . but you told 
us more pre~,tions would be taken 

- no reprisa ls were taken ••• but we still ha,d 
our vaunted "options" ••••• options the 
~rench and Israeli used on other terrorist 
ca.mps in the Bekka without a direct connection, 
but with the implication thAir messages would 
be passed on 

The natlon ra.111ed, flags came out at the Ulympics 
and the Conventions •••• 

Then, yesterday, 2 more Marines blown away. 

- true, you are sending out Mr. Murphy to 
investigate •.• but he already told the 
~ress he was 11 satisfied with security" •• • this 
despite a warning 12 days before and. a 
second gate still lying ~n the ground. 

1es, Mr. ~resident, under your administration 
the country is becoming more patriotic • • • nothing 
inspires patrlot1sm more strongly than the 
sight of flag drap ed coffins. 

A registered and disgusted Republican, 
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