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ACTION CODES: 
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ORIGINATOR 

"''"'~ "' 

Referral Note: 
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R - Direct Reply w/Copy 
S - For Signature 
X - Interim Reply 
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Completion 
Date 
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B - Non-Special Referral 
C - Completed 
S - Suspended 

FOR OUTGOING CORRESPONDENCE: 
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Completion Date = Date of Outgoing 

Comments: ___________________ ________ ________ _ 

Keep this worksheet attached to the original incoming letter. 
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UNCLASSIFIED 

(CLASSIF I CATION) 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT 

TRANSMITTAL FORM 

S/S f 

DATE 

8502034 

MAR 1 5 1985 

FOR: Mr. Robert C. McFarlane 
National Security Council 
The White House 

REFERENCE: 

TO: President Reagan FROM: 
Paul R. Lindholm 

DATE: December 16, 1984 SUBJECT: 
Writes on: :behalf of 

------------
Benjamin Weir who was kidnapped in Beirut 

WHITE HOUSE REFERRAL DATED: January 23 NSC I 285855 

THE ATTACHED ITEM WAS SENT DIRECTLY 
TO THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

ACTION TAKEN: 

REMARKS: 

A draft reply is attached 

A draft reply will be forwarded 

A translation is attached 

XX An information copy of a direct reply is attached 

We believe no response is necessary for the reason 
cited below 

Other 

; ~d{J 
Nicholas Platt 

Executive Secretary 

UNCLASSIFIED 

(CLASSIFICATION) 



Mr. Paul R. Lindholm 
Westminster Gardens 
1420 Santo Comingo Avenue 
Duarte, California 91010 

Dear Mr. Lindholm: 

United States Department of State 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

March 12, 1985 

I am replying to your letter to President Reagan 
concerning the status of the Reverend Benjamin Weir, who was 
kidnapped in Beirut in May 1984. I regret the l ong delay in 
this response. 

We are very concerned about the continuing terrorist 
attacks on Americans in Beirut, of which Mr. Weir's kid
napping is another tragic example. Although an organization 
calling itself "Islamic Jihad" has claimed responsibility 
for the kidnapping, virtually nothing is known about the 
group. 

The Department of State and our Embassy in Beirut are 
following every possible avenue to effect Mr. Weir's safe 
release. We continue to be in contact with a variety of 
parties in the region and are pursu ing all possible avenues 
of inquiry. We have carefully questioned escaped hostage 
Jeremy Levin for clues that might be helpful and are fol
lowing up on all leads. We also remain in close consulta
tion with the Weir family. 

Let me assure you we will continue our efforts on 
Mr. Weir's behalf. As President Reagan said, we have not 
forgotten those who are being held. 

(7;"7;;/1~ 
?'~n T. McCar~J 
Acting Assistant Secretary 

for Public Affairs 



T H E W H I T E H OU S E 

REFERRAL 

8502034 

0 F F I C E 

JANUARY 23, 1985 

TO: DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

ACTION REQUESTED: 
DIRECT REPLY, FURNISH INFO COPY 

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING: 

ID: 

MEDIA: 

TO: 

FROM: 

285855 

LETTER, DATED DECEMBER 16, 1984 

PRESIDENT REAGAN 

MR. PAUL R. LINDHOLM 
WESTMINSTER GARDENS 
1420 SANTO COMINGO AVENUE 
DUARTE CA 91010 

SUBJECT: WRITES ON BEHALF OF BENJAMIN WEIR, WHO WAS 
KIDNAPPED IN BEIRUT 

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN 
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE 
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486. 

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE 
(OR DRAFT) TO: 
AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE 

SALLY KELLEY 
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON 
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 
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President Ronald Reagan 

Washingto, D,C, 

Dear President Reagan, 

Paul R. Lindholm 
Westminster Gardens 

1420 Santo Comingo Atenue 
Duarte, CA 91010 

8502034 

December 16, 1984 
2858t~fj 

We write on behalf of the Rev. Benjamin Weir who ,.___ 

was kidnapped in Beirut on May 8th of this year. It has been our 

privilege of knowing Ben,and his wife, Carol in Lebanon and in 

this country. In fact I have spent a day hiking with Ben in the 

mountains above Tripoli. 

We beg of you to use your influence on authorities 

in Beirut ·· · for discovery of Ben ' s whereabouts, and his release, 

Thanking you for your help in this matter, 

I am 

Sincerely your~s, < , ? 

~~ ',/l 
v Paul R. Lin ho m tJ' ~ 



Paul R. Lindholm 
Westminster Gardens 

1420 Santo Comingo Afenue 
Duarte, CA 91010 
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For: 

UNCLASSIFIED 

(Cla~sification) 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
'EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT 

TRANSMITTAL FORM 
S/S 8509255 

' Date 4/1/85 

•,.1r. Robert C . i•lcF ar lane --fJ B .;l '7 ti 8' ~j" J -} I 
national Security Council ~ () S I) 85', O Y, 0 / A,S 
The Uhite House P 

Reference: ?( ~ (J)eyu. R g1o j/ ,t) 2,.., (' p o <{ o;; 
0 r; J_ ./!jJ 

To: The President From: James ourezk H.O --------------
Date: 3/5/85 Subject: Israeli policies in -----------

South Lebanon 

WH Referral Dated: 3/ 26/85 NSC ID# 290884 
(if any) -----------

The attached item was sent directly to the 
Department of State. 

Action Taken: 

----
----

xx 

Remarks: 

A draft reply is attached. 

A draft reply will be forwarded. 

A translation is attached. 

An information copy of a direct reply is attached. 

We believe no response is necessary for the reason 
cited below. 

Tr.e Department cf State has no objection to the 
proposed travel. 

Other. 

- ~~ L · Nicholas Platt 
(/'~xecutive Secretary 

UNCLASSIFIED 

(Classification) 

• 



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF STATE 
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20520 

April 1, 1985 

Dear Mr. Abourezk: 

I am responding to your letter of March 5 to the President 
concerning the situation in south Lebanon. 

Let me assure you that the Administration shares your 
concern over the recent escalation of violence in south 
Lebanon. We have pursued every available diplomatic channel in 
an effort to avert this tragic situation, and we continue to 
urge all parties to exercise restraint and to end the violent 
cycle of attack and counter-attack. 

We believe that agreed-upon security arrangements offer the 
best opportunity for an orderly Israeli withdrawal. 
Regrettably, Lebanon and Israel were unable to reach agreement 
on such arrangements at the UN-sponsored talks at Nagura, and 
Israel subsequently decided to withdraw unilaterally. We 
support the speedy and complete withdrawal of Israeli forces to 
the international border. To achieve this, we believe that 
practical military coordination between Lebanon and Israel 
would be more useful than inflammatory rhetoric about national 
resistance, which can only incite more violence. 

Our goals in Lebanon remain constant: complete withdrawal 
of all foreign forces; a sovereign, independent, united 
Lebanon; and a stable and secure Lebanese-Israeli border. The 
best hope for peace and security for the people of south 
Lebanon is a rapid and coordinated Israeli withdrawal resulting 
in the restoration of central Lebanese government sovereignty 
and control over the region. We will continue to do everything 
possible to assist in progress toward these goals. 

I hope that this is helpful in addressing your concerns. 

Mr. James G. Abourezk, 
National Chairman, 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
)\ .J .J 1 •. <_J,,,~i 

Ric\ard W. Murphy -
Bureau of Near Eastern 

and South Asian Affairs 

American-Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee, 
1731 Connecticut Ave., N.W., 

Washington, D.C. 



The Pra~idcnt h~2 aske~ ~~ tu t~ank you f~r 
yo•.ir.- J.f"J::C1-~:r. of ·icH'ch S,, re.Lt~r•iting ·t·mr 
v:mci2. rn :::<;;g.:1:r,ii:lg 1sr.-,~~ l ' ~ c-.:mLim:i:~d 
pxee~nce in LBbunon . 

r11~::1st.~ i<ric-,,., t!.i:it ► .•c.•ur -further {;◊~-~F.:1rits hdvt~ 
b .. 3-~;:~ t'i.ix~~:\.";t:,,d to thv ~~ttent ~. on uf th,) 
Pt·8.sidenL 1 u ic.n;1:;.ig;i p0lir:y _,dv:taG:rG * I a:n 
~ll= 1~- t· ~f°!.:7 tlil.! l,:.t,~ C.l::??~r:!ul.1.)-~ ~:,t) ... ,Gi<l~r .. ?-d . 

~ - D. Ogl~~b~, Jr. 
A~~lst~nt ~o t~R r Psidant 

Th,::; tl':H\01':'i:i:Ola J ui?..t!~ G . Abou.r;:~ J.k 
i\J~,.;:iO~l:.i.i. Ct'H. ir;:\an 
Ame t"" i cll n--l~f•~iJ .f\f:i ti-r.1it.-~.r: i;Ritia t. .ir i!\ Co£mi-i t .. t::(1~ 
17 3 1 Cr)rc-0!-?. 1~t.icut ii~it·s~)nu~=, ·N.W. 
~BGhihg~on , D.C . 20009 

MBO:KRJ: MDB 
cc: w/ copy o f inc to Will Ball, Legis Af f airsf 

De pt of State - f or app ropriate action 



AMERICAN-ARAB ANTI-DISCRIMINATION COMMITTEE 

President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

March 5, 1985 

I am writing once again to protest ,J I'L t _he __ stronges.t __ terms 
pos..s_ible, ~ he __ continued_.,I%raelI opJ2!'es_sion in the South of 
Lebanon. Since the U.S. government provi des the mili t ary , 
political and economic support for Israel, only you can put a 
stop to this war that has been declared by Israel on the 
population of Southern Lebanon. 

If this "heavy boot" policy were 
there would be the loudest protests. 
Lebanon do not receive the same kind 
is piously given to other groups who 

carried out any other place, 
But somehow, the people of 

of human rights concern that 
have suffered much less. 

I respectfully request that you shut off the U. S . money flow 
to Israel until it has totally and unconditionally withdrawn from 
Lebanese soil, and their illegal occupation has ended. 

C5U$y-ruly, 

~v 
James G~ Apourezk 
National Chairman / / 

----·---

17.31 CONNECTICUT AVE., N.W. D WASHINGTON, D.C. 20009 □ Phone: (202) 797-7662 
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ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERIC 
17 COMMONWEALTH AVE 
BOSTON MA 02116 22AM 

1~01S77QS081 03122/85 ICS IPMMTZZ CSP WHSB 
617Q3716"7 MGMS TDMT BOSTON MA 54 03•22 1205P EST 

PRESIDENT REAGAN 
WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON DC 20500 

ON BEHALF OF THE L!IDNIST ORGANIZA OF__!!iE_BICA NEW ENGLAND REGION 
PLEASE ACCEPT OUR SINCEREST THANKS FOR PLACING THE ACTION - OF THE 
MEDIA IN SOUTH LEBANON IN THE RIGHT PERSPECTIVE, GOO BLESS ANO K£EP 
YOU 

SAMUIL MANSKI CHAIRMAN ~UBLIC AFFAIRS zpA _ 
17 COMMONWEALTM AVE 
BOSTON MA 02116 

12107 EST 

MGMCOMP 

TO REPLY BY MAILGRAM MESSAGE, SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR WESTERN UNION'S TOLL - FREE PHONE NUMBERS 





ID# 291885 
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********************************************************************* 
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********************************************************************* 
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1-008616A081 03/22/85 

ICS JPMWGt.JD !,JBH 

01331 03-22 1131A EST 

PMS WHITE HOUSE DC 20500 

4-012207S081 03/22/85 

ICS IPMMTZZ CSP 

-

2124902525 TDMT NEW YORK NY 43 03-22 1122A EST 

PMS PRESIDENT RONALD REAGON 9 DELIVER AT ONCE, DLR 

WHITE HOUSE 

lMSH I NGTON DC 

YOUR RESPONSE TO LAST NIGHTS QUESTION CONCERNING THE TRAGIC DEATH OF 

TWO CBS EMPLOYEES IN LEBANON WAS A SUCCINCT, INSIGHTFUL AFFIRMATION 

OF COMMON SENSE IN THE FRAMEWORK OF HUMA COMPASSION. IT IS A 

MEANINGFUL CONTRIBUTION TO COOLING HEADS WHILE MAINTAINING WARMTH Of 

FEELINGS. 

- ANTI-DEFAMATION LEAGUE OF 
NATIONAL DIRECTOR, 

NATHAN PERLMUTTERv 

B'NAI B'l:;:ITH 

1:1.26 EST 

1 :t :3 11 EST 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WA SHIN GTON 
~&£ti 

February 15, 1985 

Dear Mr. Ambassador: 

You were most kind to pen those racious 
words; and, seeing what is happening to your 
countr, I know what you must be going 
through . - I have fond memories of our spirited 
exchanges on "Crossfire." 

Pat Buchanan 
Assistant to the President 

His ExceJ lency 
Abdallah Bouhabib 
Ambassador of Lebanon 
2560 28th Street, N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20008 



x~ No: 16/1 
February 8, 1985 

Mr. Patrick Buchanan 
Director of Crnmunications 
The White House 

Dear Patrick: 

I learned with great pleasure the news of your 
appointment as Director of Ccmnunications at the 
White House. This nomination will undoubtedly be 
a tre:nendous and valuable contribution to the 
American Administration. 

May I take this opportunity to congratulate you, 
Dear Patrick , and to wish you a ve:r:y successful 
assignment. 

Abdallah Bouhabib 

AB/gl 





THE WBITE HOUSE 
CDRFESPONDENCE TRACKING ~IDRKSBEET 

INCOMHT~ 

DATE FFCEIVFD: MAPCB 2g, 1985 

NAME OF CORRESPONDENT: DR. JOSEPH M. DICAPRIO 
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IN LEBANON 

ACTIOtT 

FOUTE TO: ACT DATE 
OFFICE/AGENCY (STAFF NAME) CODE YY/MM/DD 

REFERPAL NOTE: 

REFERRAL NOTE: 
/_/_ 

R£FERRAL UOTE: 

COMMENTS: 

ID# 300645 
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8:-i10l03 

DISPOSITiot1 

TYPE C COMPLETED 
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---- _/_/_ 

ADDITIONAL CORRESPONDENTf: MEDIA: L HJDIVIDUAL COD£f-: 

PL tv1AIL USER CODES: (A) ( B) ( C) ------ ------ ------
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Un ited States Department of State 

Washington , D.C. 20520 

April 18, 1985 

Joseph M. Di Caprio, M.D. 
Chairman, Political Committee 
United Muslims of America 
1564 Market Street 
San Francisco, California 94102 

Dear Dr. Di Caprio: 

I am responding on behalt ot President Reagan to your 
letter of March 20 regarding the safety of the kidnapped 
Americans in Lebanon and the actions of the Israeli Defense 
Forces in southern Lebanon. 

We sincerely appreciate your concern regarding the 
well-being of the American citizens being held hostage in 
Lebanon, and your willingness to make an appeal to their 
captors. We encourage you to do so. we believe that such an 
appeal could be successfully addressed through any responsible 
Muslim cleric in Lebanon or through the Iranian Government. 

The continuing cycle of violence in southern Lebanon is 
disturbing to all Americans. We have been assured by the 
~overnrnent ot Israel that it intends to withdraw fully from 
Lebanon in an orderly manner, and believe that they would do so 
more rapidly in the absence of continued violence against their 
forces. We have seen the allegations of acts on both sides 
that we abhor. We are convinced that acts of desecration, if 
true, are contrary to the policies and instructions of the 
Israeli Government, and are due solely to individuals acting 
irresponsibly in an atmosphere of fear. 

The Administration is deeply committed to peace in Lebanon 
and the sovereignty of Lebanon; we have worked hard to secure 
the withdrawal of occupation forces from Lebanon, and were 
prepared to accept a consensus statement in the United Nations 
Security Council that would have respected the rights of all 
parties. However, we believed that the resolution that was 
presented on March 12 by the Lebanese Government was unbalanced 
and would not contribute to an end to the agony of south 
Lebanon, and therefore voted against it. 
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I hope this information is of assistance to you, and am 
greatful for your concern for the fate of the captive Americans. 

Sincerely, 

David L. Mack 
Director 
Office for Jordan, 
Lebanon, and Syria 
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UNITED MUSLIMS OF AMERICA 
·1564 Market Street 
San Francisco, CA. 94102 

1985 

The Pres:iden t 
The White House 
Waslil.ington, D.C •.. 20500 

Dear Mr. Pres:ident: 

(415) 626-0868 

I am writing to express the concerns of the American Muslim community 
that we represent concerni.og __ t._he situa tiop. i.fl _.:r.,~ ·q_~mon. For the present, 
I shall focus on two main area~ of concern: 

1. The safety and well-being of American citizens, including those who 
have been kidnapped. 

2. The "iron fist" operations of the Israeli military force·s. Raids. 
have been conducted on villages: with the loss of innocent lives and 
destruction of homes. In addition, it was reported in The ~ew York 
Times(March J, 1985,pcJ ge 10, columns 3,4) that "In some villages', 
according to local residents, the Israeli troops have ripped up the 
Koran, the Moslem holy book in the mosques. 11 One resident from the 
village of Mansouri releted that 1 "They went to the mosque, and first 
they cut the pages out of the Koran and the;n they put their boots on 
ittt. I 

1As regards the kidnapped Americans, our Executive Committee would 
/ consider an appeal to the captor~ if you can provide the means of 
1 communication •. 

As regards· the actions of the Israeli military forces- in southern 
Lebanon, we feel, and we hope you do as well, a degree of responsibility 
in view of the assistance we provide Israel. On March 12, 1985, 
Ambassador Kirkpatrick vetoed the United Nations Security Council 
resolution condemning Israeli practices in southern Lebanon. Does this 
veto indicate that our government condones and approves of the actions 
taken by Israeli military forces~If this interpretation is not correct, 
what is the position of your administration in this regard?. With regard 
to the alleged acts of desecration of the Koran,a:.re you willing to 
request the Israeli government to _investigate-. t .he matter? -

--.-- _ _,.._.-

Very respectfully yours, , 

<-1-~ 7?~-~ c~ 
~ oseph M. Di Caprio, M.D. 

Chairman, Poli tica-1 Cammi ttee, 
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S/__5 
United States Department of State 

Wa shington, D.C. 20520 

May 17, 1985 

The Honorable Larry Stirling 
Assemblyman of the State of California 
State Capitol 
Sacramento, California 95814 

Dear Assemblyman Stirling: 

I am replying further to your letter to President 
Reagan concerning the status of the Reverend Benjamin Weir, 
who was kidnapped in Beirut in May 1984. I regret the delay 
in this response. 

The U.S. Government is very concerned about the 
terrorist attacks on Americans in Beirut, of which 
Mr. Weir's kidnapping is a tragic example. As you may know, 
an organization calling itself "Islamic Jihad" has claimed 
responsibility for the kidnapping, but very little is known 
about the group. 

The Department of State and our Embassies overseas are 
following every possible lead to effect Mr. Weir's safe 
release. We continue to be in contact with a variety of 
parties in the region and are pursuing all possible avenues 
of inquiry. We also remain in close consultation with the 
Weir family. 

We understand your concern for Mr. Weir's safe return, 
and share your impatience, but believe we should not comment 
specifically on our ongoing, intensive efforts. Throughout 
Mr. Weir's captivity, it has been our policy not to discuss 
the details of our efforts to secure his release or that of 
the other kidnapped Americans. Such publicity would not be 
helpful. We believe it only offers continued incentive for 
the captors to retain their hostages, and ultimately could 
prove harmful to the efforts to secure their release. 
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Let me assure you we will continue our efforts on 
Mr. Weir's behalf. As President Reagan said, we have not 
forgotten those who are being held. 

rely, 

Jay 
Director, Int mental Affairs 

Office of egislative and 
Intergovernmental Affairs 
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car Ae ~mbl m n Stirling: 

On beh8lf of thn Pre id,:; t , I 10uld like t thank ou for 
vour re ent lettE"!r and accomof.tnying art icle pcrtaininq to 
Reven: _ c BP. :iamin We ' r . 

I have tak .n the. libArt:• of orwarding your corras ondencE-2 
to the U.S . D~part!l'lent f St·1ttc: ::or their ben fit ~n<. 
c-:mP idoration . 

I a . rir ciate vour bring:i.ng your concPrn~ to the att mt.ion 
o:: the Administration . Please let "e knm1 if I can be of 
furthe ~~sistanc~ . 

Sincerely, 

Robert R. Gl oacon, Jr . 
Special Assi t«nt ~o th President 
=~r Int rgove.rnm~ntal Affairs 

The Honorabl L rry Stirling 
J,ssern lvman of the Stnt.,.., of c ... li.fornia 
State Cap '. tol 
S·r.ramt!nto, C;:ili fornia 95814 



0 ' <iTATE CAPITOL 5 s~·cRAM~NTO, CALIFORNIA 95814 
/ - · PHONE'. : 1. 916) 445-6161 

... 

J\ssemhI~ 
Qlalif ornia Jfiegislaiurt 

LARRY STIRLING 
ASSEMBLYMAN, SEVENTY-SEVENTH DISTRICT 

March 28, 1985 

The Honorable Ronald Reagan 
President of the United States 
White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

0 AID PLAZA BUILDING 

7777 ALVARADO ROAD· SUITE 315 

LA MESA, CA 92041 

PHONE: (619) 237-7777 

I feel that the personal safety and well-being of United States 
citizens should be among the paramount concerns of our 
government. In this light, I strongly urge you to take whatever 

I mea~ur~s ar~ necessary to secur::_ t!:_e _ release _ of ... the ___ Reve,r~end 
I Be DJ_am--1-n-W..e.:i..x: • 

Whether it is one individual or 52 citizens, I'm sure you'll 
agree it is our solemn duty to insure the safety of Americans in 
foreign lands under your guidance. America has reestablished 
itself as the leader of the free world, please let us show that 
leadership in this instance. 

Thank you for your time and thoughtful consideration of this most 
important matter. 

LS:dkk 
Enclosure : Press clipping 

Representing the Cities of El Cajon, La Mesa, San Diego and Santee 



. 
Ki~naped U.S. Cleric's Letters ~1sk Church Aid 

SAil DIEX}() <A'I-A Presbyterian 
minister k.idnaped by terrorists in 
Beirut last year has written two 
letterli asking church superiors to 
prod :the U.S. government into 
takinf decisive action to win his 
release, relatives said Monday. 

The letters, written in longhand 
and aadressed to two church lead
ers, were "definitely" from the 
Rev.: Benjamin Weir, who was 
abdu<!ted May 8 by three men while 

· walkipg to work in West Beirut, 
said his son, John Weir. 

"It:s definitely his writing but 
not his composition," John Weir 
said. f'The style and types of state
menti were certainly not what he 
woulf include in a letter. Obvious
ly, someone else told him what to 
write:" 

A radical group known as Islamic 
Jihad (Islamic Holy War) is be
lieved to be behind the kidnaping of 
Weir.epd four other Americans last 
year,1ncluding Jeremy Levin, Bei
rut bureau chief for Cable News 
Network. Levin, reporting that he 

escaped his captors, surfaced last 
month after 11 months. 

The group also is believed re
sponsible for the recent abductions 
of Terry A. Anderson, chief Middle 
East correspondent for the Associ
ated Press, and \wo Britons. 

Meanwhile, the 3.1 million
member Presbyterian church has 
been asked to begin a postcard 
campaign as part of the effort to 
win Weir's release, church spokes
man Allen Kratz said. 

The request was made by Dr. 
Oscar McCloud, head of the 
church's Program Agency, which 
does missionary work for the 
church throughout the United 
States and overseas. One of Weir's 
letters was addressed to McCloud. 

"Dr. McCloud has asked Presby
terians to send a million postcards 
to President Reagan asking the 
President to do what he needs to do 
to get Benjamin Weir released," 
said Kratz, who was in San Diego 
on Monday for a two-day meeting 
of the church's Presbyterian Gen-

eral Assembly Council. 
Church officials also are consid

ering appeals to key elected offi
cials who may be able to use their 
Influence to win Weir's release, 
Kratz said. 

John Weir said the general 
theme of the letters-which were 
identical in content but addressed 
to different people-was that "the 
U.S. government take strong effec
tive action to get these men out" 

The elder Weir has done mis
sionary work in the Middle East for 
the past 30 years. 

In Amsterdam, meanwhile, the 
Dutch news agency ANP said a 
Dutch Roman Catholic priest has 
apparently been kidnaped in Leba
non. 

The Dutch agency Quoted Dutch 
church sources as saying the 
priest-identified as N. Kluiters, 
.f3, a Jesuit who has worked in 
Lebanon for the last 10 years-dis- I 
appeared last Thursday when trav- ; 
eling near his parish in the Bekaa i 
Valley in eastern Lebanon. I 

" l 
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The Reverend Alan G. Gripe 
Associate Secretary 
The United Presbyterian Church in 

The United States of America 
420 Witherspoon Building 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19107 

Dear Mr. Gripe: 

United States Department of State 

Washington, D. C. 20520 

May 24, 1985 

I am replying to your letter to President Reagan 
concerning the status of the Reverend Benjamrn Weir, who was 
kidnapped in Beirut in May 1984. I regret the delay in this 
response .. 

The U.S. Government is very concerned about the 
terrorist attacks on Americans in Beirut, of which 
Mr. Weir's kidnapping is a tragic example. As you may know, 
an organization calling itself "Islamic Jihad" has claimed 
responsibility for the kidnapping, but very little is known 
about the group. 

The Department of State and our Embassies overseas are 
following every possible lead to effect Mr. Weir's safe 
release. We continue to be in contact with a variety of 
parties in the region and are pursuing all possible avenues 
of inquiry. We also remain in close consultation with the 
Weir .family. 

We understand your concern for Mr. Weir's safe return, 
and share your impatience, but be lieve we should not comment 
specifically on our ongoing, intensive efforts. Throughout 
Mr. Weir's captivity , it has been our policy not to discuss 
t he details of our efforts to secure his release or that of 
the other kidnapped Americans. Such publicity would not be 
helpful. We believe it only offers conti nued incentive fo r 
the captors to retain their hostages, and ultimately could 
prove harmful to the efforts to secure their re lease. 

Lft me assure you-we will continue our efforts on 
Mr . Weir's behalf. As President Reagan said, we have not 
forgotten those who are being held. 

,;_~~~~ 
. Roner~ M. Smalley ) 

ct1ng Assistant Secretary 
for Public Affairs 



T H E W H I T E H O U S E 

REFERRAL 

0 F F I C E 

MAY 10, 1985 

TO: DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
ATTN: ELLIOT ABRAMS 

ACTION REQUESTED : 
APPROPRIATE ACTION 

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING: 

ID: 301993 

MEDIA: LETTER, DATED APRIL 21, 1985 

TO: PRESIDENT REAGAN 

FROM: THE REVEREND ALAN G. GRIPE 
ASSOCIATE SECRETARY 
THE UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN 

c --? THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
420 WITHERSPOON BUILDING 
PHILADELPHIA PA 19107 

SUBJECT: URGES RELEASE OF THE REVEREND BENJAMIN WEIR 
FROM CAPTIVITY IN BEIRUT, LEBANON 

SS14480 

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN 
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE 
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486. 

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE 
(OR DRAFT) TO: 
AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE 

SALLY KELLEY 
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON 
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 



THE-UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES DF AMERICA 

THE REVEREND ARVO E. VAURIO, 
Secretary✓ 

THE REVEREND ALAN G. GRIPE 
Assoc iate Secretary 

INTERBOARD OFFICE OF PERSONNEL SERVICES 

EXECUTIVE AND FIELD SERVICE COMMISSION 

BOARD OF NATIONAL MISSIONS 

BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

420 WITHERSPOON BUILDING, PHILADELPHIA, PA. 19107 
Telephone: PEnnypacker 5-6722- Area Code 215 





NS1348~ 

ID# 301998 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

CORRESPONDENCE TRACKING WORKSHEET 

INCOMING 

DATE RECEIVED: APRIL 26, 1985 

NAME OF CORRESPONDENT: MISS LYDIA S. SMITF 

SUBJECT: WP I TES REARDIJ\1G KIDNAPPING OF HER NIECE'S 
HUSBAND, THE REVEREND BENJAMIN WEIR IN 
BEIRUT, LEBANON 

ROUTE TO: 
OFFICE/AGENCY (STAFF NAME) 

/"I 
A~ HIGGINS . 

'-Jl(DQ s REFERRAL :t-1OTE : 

REFERRAL NOTE: 

ACTION DISPOSITION 

ACT DATE TYPE 
CODE YY/MM/DD RESP 

C COMPLETED 
D YY/MM/DD 

ORG 85/04/26 __ ( ~ef_l'f AB 

L vrJlJ- .ffi'B1 n AB 
--------------- -- _!_!_ - _/_/_ 

REFERR 
_!_!_ - _/_/_ 

REFERRAL NOTE: 
_!_/_ - _/_/_ 

REFERRAL NOTE: 

COMMENTS: 

ADDITIONAL CORRESPONDENTS: MEDIA:L INDIVIDUAL CODES: 

MI ~~AIL USFR CODFS: (A) ----- (B) ____ _ (C) ____ _ 

********************************************************************* 
*ACTION CODES: 

* 
*DISPOSITICN CODES: 

* 
*A-APPROPRIATE ACTJON *A-ANSWERED 
*C-COMME1'1T/RECOM *B-!-1O:t-T-SPEC-REFERRAL 
*D-DRAFT RESPONSE *C-COMPLETED 
*F-FURNISH FACT SHEET *S-SUSPENDED 
*I-INFO COPY/NO ACT NEC* 
*R-DIRECT REPLY W/COPY * 
*S-FOR-SIGNATURE * 
*X-INTERIM REPLY * 

*OUTGOING * 
* COPRESPONDENCE: * 
*TYPE RESP=INITIALS * 
* OF SIGNER * 
* CODE= A * 
*COMPLETED= DATE OF * 

* 
* 
* 
* 

OUTGOING* 

* 
* 
* 

********************************************************************* 

REFER QUESTIONS AND ROUTING UPDATES TO CENTRAL REFERENCE 
(ROOM 79,OEOB) EXT. 2590 
KEEP THIS WORKSHEET ATTACHED TO THE ORIGINAL HTCOMING 
LETTER AT ALL TIMES AND SEND COMPLETED RECORD TO RECORDS 
MANAGEMENT. 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT 

T?-~rSMI'l'TAL FOF1-r 
s/s 

Date 

8 513 4 8:..;.;5 ___ _ 

May 13, 1985 

For: Mr. Robert c. McFarlane 
NationaL Security Council 
The \'mite House . -· 

Reference: 

I, 

To: President Reagan 

Date: March 21, 1985 

•' WH Referral Da't.ed: 

From: Ms. Lydia s. Smith 
Wr~tes Regarding Kidnapping of 

Subjec~: her · niec~•s husban~, the Reverend 
BenJarnin Weir in Beirut, Lebanon 

5/1/85 NSC ID~ 301998 
-: fit any) 

The attached i tern i,.1as sent directly to the 
Department of Stat~. 

Action Taken: 

X 

Remarks: 

A draft reply is attached. 

A draft reply will be forwarded . 

A translation is attached. 

A.n information copy of a direct reply is atta.chec.. 

We believe no response is necessary for the ~eason 
cited below. 

The Department of State has.no objection to the 
proposed travel. 

Other. 

(Classification) 



Ms. Lydia S. Smith 
P. o. Box 4 
Bolinas, California 20500 

Dear Ms. Smith: 

United States Department of State 

Washington , D.C. 20520 

May 13, 1985 

Thank you for your letter of March 21 to President Reagan 
regarding the continµing captivity ot your niece's husband, 
Reverend Benjamin Weir. I have been asked to respond on the 
President ' s behalf. 

The President is extremely concerned about the terrorist 
attacks on Americans in Lebanon and the fate ot Reverend Weir 
and the other four Americans who were abducted in Beirut. This 
is a problem in which he takes a deep personal interest. The 
protection of American citizens overseas is a priority concern 
of our government and it is entirely appropriate, as you 
suggest, that we work for the release of these innocent 
Americans. This would be true, however, regardless of the 
motive of the kidnappers. 

I can assure you that the lack ot success so far does not 
reflect a lack of effort. The State Department as well as 
other agencies and our Embassies overseas are following every 
lead to ensure the safe release of Reverend Weir and the other 
Americans. Intensive diplomatic contacts are continuing and we 
are pursuing all possible avenues of inquiry. Not much has 
been said publicly about our efforts on behalf of the captive 
Americans because we believe that their release can best be 
accomplished through quiet, discreet diplomacy. 

It is certainly true that the Arab-Israeli conflict was one 
of a number of factors underlying the civil strife that has 
plagued Lebanon over the last ten years and that the continuing 
violence in Lebanon has contributed to the rise of terrorism. 
Fortunately, the release ot the American captives does not 
depend on the the achievement of the longer-term and still 
elusive goals of peace and harmony in Lebanon. 

The United States has played an intensive diplomatic role 
in Lebanon during the past three years aimed at helping the 
Lebanese people to restore their country's unity, sovereignty 
and stability. We believe that this can only come about 
through a people united behind a common central government and 
committed to resolving differences by political means . In this 
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regard, we have continually urged all parties to support the 
central Lebanese government and encouraged them to engage in a 
political dialogue. The United States will continue to do what 
it can to assist Lebanese reconciliation efforts. The central 
responsibility, however, rests with Lebanon's leaders and its 
various militias. 

The President clearly appreciates what an ordeal this must 
be for you and the other families. As you may know, Secretary 
Shultz met with Mrs. Weir on March 22 to reassure her that the 
release of Reverend Weir and the other Americans was a top 
priority for the Administration. Let me assure you that we 
will continue our intensive efforts on behalf of the missing 
Americans. They have not been forgotten. 

Although I did not become personally acquainted with Ben 
Weir during the time I served in Beirut, I have met in my 
oftice with his children, John and Susan. I was also in the 
congregation of the National Presbyterian Church when Mrs. Weir 
spoke so movingly about her husband. They are all fine human 
beings, and I am sure that their faith provides them with 
strength to help meet this ordeal. 

Sincerely, 

Da Vi d L . Ma Ck 
Director 
Office of Lebanon, Syria 

and Jordan 
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March 21, 198 5 

P.O. Box 4 
Bolinas, CA 94924 

President, Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

It has been thirty years since my niece, Carol Weir and her 
husband, Benjamin Weir, boarded a plane for Beirut, Lebanon. 
Both are Presbyterian ministers. They grew fond of the 
picturesque and lovely city. Their work was inspiring and 
rewarding. Life was a happy experience. They loved the 
people so they made this their real home and raised their 
four children there. 

Exactly 318 days ago Ben was snatched from a Beirut street. 
Carol was pushed aside. When Ben resisted he was hit over the 
head with a pistol and shoved into the kidnappers' car. There 
has been no official word of him since. 

Because Ben is a fine gentleman whose whole life has been one 
of everything that is good, his abduction was not personal. 
Rather it was a political move just as the other Americans 
were captured for political reasons. Because of this situation 
isn't it proper for our government to get these innocent men 
released? 

People who have lived in Lebanon for some time feel that the 
root of the present confusion, hanging over Lebanon, was caused 
mainly by the Arab-Israeli conflict, though other factors have 
developed. These people state, "The Arabs must be included in 
negotiations." 

Many who have lived in this foreign region believe that those 
who were taken as hostages will never be released until peace 
settles over Lebanon. 

Mr. President, I know your position requires constant demand on 
your time. In my opinion your results as the leader of our 
country, are getting us gradually out of the tremendous national 
debt, eliminating government waste, clearing up dishonest 
business practices, handling toxic wastes, working to conquer 
the terrible contageous drug problems, cracking down on illegal 
aliens, pursuing difficult foreign relationships and the 



President, Ronald Reagan 
March 21, 19 85 
Page 2 

successful handling of many undesirable developments which have 
expanded over the years. The load you carry is tremendous. It 
is greater than any other president has ·ever had. 

I'm writing because I hope you can spare the time to instigate 
/ ' a meeting which will encompass all the factions concerned with 

the Lebanon crisis, including the Arabs and including the 
expertise of our United States representatives. 

If peace and harmony can be brought to Lebanon it should follow 
that those being held will be released from captivity. Our 
family is waiting patiently for Ben Weir to be freed. 

I know our government is pursuing means to bring home those who 
are now being held. In a recent speech at the San Francisco 
Commonwealth Club Secretary of State, George Shultz, stated, 
"The efforts of the government are increasing and untiring." 
I'm hoping those effort will very soon evolve into some type 
of negotiations as mentioned above. I feel desperately that 
we must get Ben Weir released immediately. 

Best wishes for continued success, 

Most sincerely '.. / ~ 

~ /4 c;it,,,10 Q:/ ,,> 
Lydia s . < smith 
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The Honorable 
James R. Hurley 
State Senator 
New Jersey Senate 
Box 809 
Millville, New Jersey 08332 

Dear Senator Hurley: 

United States Department of State 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

July 25, l 985 

I am replying further to your letter to President Reagan 
concerning the Reverend Benjamin Weir, who was kidnapped in 
Beirut in May 1984 . I regret the delay in this response. 

The Department of State, our Embassies, and other U.S. 
Government agencies overseas are following every lead to effect 
Mr. Weir's safe release. Regrettably, we know very little 
about the self-titled "Islamic Jihad," which has claimed re
sponsibility for kidnapping Mr. · Weir and other Americans. This 
group has demanded the release of terrorists convicted and im
prisoned in Kuwait for the 1983 bombings of the American and 
French Embassies (for which the organization also claimed 
responsibility), in which 6 persons died and over 80 others 
were injured. 

The Administration is deeply concerned about the Americans 
still missing in Lebanon, and had hoped to secure their freedom 
when the hostages from TWA flight 847 were released. Unfor tu
nately, this proved impossible. The Administration is continu
ing its intensive diplomatic contacts, as we pursue all plau
sible avenues of inquiry. We also remain in close consultation 
with the Weir family . 

• 
We understand your concern for Mr. Weir's safe return, and 

share your impatience, but cannot comment more specifically on 
our ongoing, intensive efforts. Throughout Mr. Weir's capti
vity, it has been our policy not to discuss the details of our 
efforts to secure his release and that of the other kidnapped 
Americans. Such publicity would not be helpful. We believe it 
only offers continued incentive for the captors to retain their 
hostages, and ultimately could prove harmful to the efforts to 
secure their release. 

Mr. Weir's kidnapping and the hijacking of TWA flight 847 
are tragic examples of the continuing terrorist attacks on 
Americans. Because of our concern for Americans' safety, the 
Department has issued several travel advisories recommending 
against any travel to Lebanon and urging Americans in Lebanon 
to take advantage of opportunities to leave. We have 
vigorously condemned such terrorist acts, and called on the 
world community to take steps to end such lawless behavior. 
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The U.S. Government intends to continue its intensive 
effor~s on Mr. Weir's behalf. President Reagan is deeply 
concerned for the safety of all the kidnapped Americans, and is 
kept fully briefed. As he has said, we have not forgotten 
those who are being held. 

Sincerely, 

~L 
ayne H. Plank 

Dire tor, Intergovernmental Affairs 
Office of Legislative and 
Intergovernmental Affairs 
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Dear Senator Hurley: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 20, 1985 

'. 

851?726 

On behalf of the President, I would like to thank you for your 
recent letter in which you request that every effort be made to 
win release of Reverend Benjamin Weir and other American hostages 
who are being held in Lebanon. 

I can assure this grave matter is receiving close attention, and 
have forwarded your correspondence to the appropriate officials 
at the U.S. Department of State for their benefit and direct 
reply. 

Thank you for sharing your concerns with the Administration. 

Sincerely, 

/ 

Ceci Cole Mcinturff 

) l 

/ ' 

Special Assistant to the President 
for Intergovernmental Affairs 

The Honorable James R. Hurley 
Senator of the State of New Jersey 
State Capitol 
Trenton , New Jersey 08332 



JAMES RICHARDSON HURLEY 

ASSISTANT MINORITY LEADER 

SENATOR 1ST DISTRICT 

(CAPE MAY COUNTY. PART OF CUMBERLAND COUNTY) 

Box 809 

MILLVILLE, N.J. 08332 

609-327-0030 

President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

NEW JERSEY SENATE 

April 9, 1985 

I want to join many other people in urging you to use 
the power of your office to try to obtain the release of 
Ben Weir and other captives being held hostage in Lebanon . 

On the date I'm writing this letter, Ben Weir will have 
been held hostage 336 days. 

It would be greatly appreciated if you would address this 
matter of extreme urgency . 

Thanking you in advance , I am 

S · · 'erely yours , 

JRH:dhr 

fet.1 r/Jwi_,,t__ 
James ~- Hurley / 
Senator 
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