Ronald Reagan Presidential Library
Digital Library Collections

This 1s a PDF of a folder from our textual collections.

WHORM Subject File Code: cooss

(Countries: Lebanon, Republic of)
Case File Number(s): 280000-302999
Box: 120

To see more digitized collections visit:
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library

To see all Ronald Reagan Presidential Library inventories visit:
https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection

Contact a reference archivist at: reagan.library@nara.gov
Citation Guidelines: https://reaganlibrary.gov/citing

National Archives Catalogue: https://catalog.archives.gov/


https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library
https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection
https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection
mailto:reagan.library@nara.gov
https://reaganlibrary.gov/citing
https://catalog.archives.gov/







UNCLASSIFIED,
(CLASSIFICATION) -

s/s ¢ 8502034

DATE Wiz 15 wis

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT
TRANSMITTAL FORM

FOR: Mr. Robert C. McFarlane
National Security Council
The White House

REFERENCE:
TO: President Reagan FROM: Paul R. Lindholm
DATE: December 16, 1984 SUBJECT: Writes on beéhalf of

Benjamin Weir who was kidnapped in Beirut

-I"
WHITE HOUSE REFERRAL DATED: January 23 NSC # 285855

THE ATTACHED ITEM WAS SENT DIRECTLY
TO THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE

ACTION TAKEN:

A draft reply is attached
A draft reply will be forwarded

A translation is attached

XX An information copy of a direct reply is attached

We believe no response is necessary for the reason
cited below

Other
REMARKS:

Nicholas Platt
Executive Secretary

UNCLASSIFIED

(CLASSIFICATION)



United States Department of State

Washingion, D.C. 20520

March 12, 1985

Mr. Paul R. Lindholm
Westminster Gardens

1420 Santo Comingo Avenue
Duarte, California 91010

Dear Mr. Lindholm:

I am replying to your letter to President Reagan
concerning the status of the Reverend Benjamin Weir, who was
kidnapped in Beirut in May 1984. I regret the long delay in
this response.

We are very concerned about the continuing terrorist
attacks on Americans in Beirut, of which Mr., Weir's kid-
napping is another tragic example. Although an organization
calling itself "Islamic Jihad" has claimed responsibility
for the kidnapping, virtually nothing is known about the
group.

The Department of State and our Embassy in Beirut are
following every possible avenue to effect Mr. Weir's safe
release. We continue to be in contact with a variety of
parties in the region and are pursuing all possible avenues
of inquiry. We have carefully questioned escaped hostage
Jeremy Levin for clues that might be helpful and are fol~
lowing up on all leads. We also remain in close consulta-
tion with the Weir family.

Let me assure you we will continue our efforts on
Mr, Weir's behalf. As President Reagan said, we have not
forgotten those who are being held.

Sincerely yours,

7 /7

John T. McCarthy
Acting Assistant Secretary
for Public Affairs
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ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20520

April 1, 1985
Dear Mr. Abourezk:

I am responding to your letter of March 5 to the President
concerning the situation in south Lebanon.

Let me assure you that the Administration shares your
concern over the recent escalation of violence in south
Lebanon. We have pursued every available diplomatic channel in
an effort to avert this tragic situation, and we continue to
urge all parties to exercise restraint and to end the violent
cycle of attack and counter-attack.

We believe that agreed-upon security arrangements offer the
best opportunity for an orderly Israeli withdrawal.
Regrettably, Lebanon and Israel were unable to reach agreement
on such arrangements at the UN-sponsored talks at Nagura, and
Israel subseguently decided to withdraw unilaterally. We
support the speedy and complete withdrawal of Israeli forces to
the international border. To achieve this, we believe that
practical military coordination between Lebanon and Israel
would be more useful than inflammatory rhetoric about national
resistance, which can only incite more violence.

Our goals in Lebanon remain constant: complete withdrawal
of all foreign forces; a sovereign, independent, united
Lebanon; and a stable and secure Lebanese-Israeli border. The
best hope for peace and security for the people of south
Lebanon is a rapid and coordinated Israeli withdrawal resulting
in the restoration of central Lebanese government sovereignty
and control over the region. We will continue to do everything
possible to assist in progress toward these goals.

I hope that this is helpful in addressing your concerns.

Slncerely,

i
\I L\ ((Q M~EA

Richard W. Murphy
Bureau of Near Eastern
and South Asian Affairs

Mr. James G. Abourezk,
National Chairman,
American-Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee,
1731 Connecticut Ave., N.W.,
Washington, D.C.

































No: 16/1
February 8, 1985

Mr. Patrick Buchanan
Director of Camwmnications
The White House

Dear Patrick:

I learned with great pleasure the news of your
appointment as Director of Communications at the
White House. This nomination will undoubtedly be
a treamendous and valuable contribution to the
American Administration.

May I take this opportunity to congratulate you,
Dear Patrick, and to wish you a very successful

assigrment.

Abdallah Bouhabib

AB/gl












United States Department of State

Washington, D.C. 20520

April 18, 1985

Joseph M. Di Caprio, M.D.
Chairman, Political Committee
United Muslims of America

1564 Market Street

San Francisco, California 94102

Dear Dr. Di Caprio:

I am responding on behalt of President Reagan to your
letter of March 20 regarding the safety of the kidnapped
Americans in Lebanon and the actions of the Israeli Defense
Forces in southern Lebanon.

We sincerely appreciate your concern regarding the
well-being of the American citizens being held hostage in
Lebanon, and your willingness to make an appeal to their
captors. We encourade you to do so. We believe that such an
appeal could be successfully addressed through any responsible
Muslim cleric in Lebanon or through the Iranian Government.

The continuing cycle of violence in southern Lebanon is
disturbing to all Americans. We have been assured by the
Government of Israel that it intends to withdraw fully from
Lebanon in an orderly manner, and believe that they would do so
more rapidly in the absence of continued violence against their
forces. We have seen the allegations of acts on both sides
that we abhor. We are convinced that acts of desecration, if
true, are contrary to the policies and instructions of the
Israeli Government, and are due solely to individuals acting
irresponsibly in an atmosphere of fear. B

The Administration is deeply committed to peace in Lebanon
and the sovereignty of Lebanon; we have worked hard to secure
the withdrawal of occupation forces from Lebanon, and were
prepared to accept a consensus statement in the United Nations
Security Council that would have respected the rights of all
parties. However, we believed that the resolution that was
presented on March 12 by the Lebanese Government was unbalanced
and would not contribute to an end to the agony of south
Lebanon, and therefore voted against it.



I hope this information is of assistance to you, and am
greatful for your concern for the fate of the captive Americans.

Sincerely,

lde oy b Vet

David L. Mack
Director

Office for Jordan,
Lebanon, and Syria
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United States Department of State

Washington, D.C. 20520

May 17, 1985

The Honorable Larry Stirling
Assemblyman of the State of California
State Capitol

Sacramento, California 95814

Dear Assemblyman Stirling:

I am replying further to your letter to President
Reagan concerning the status of the Reverend Benjamin Weir,
who was kidnapped in Beirut in May 1984. I regret the delay
in this response.

The U.S. Government is very concerned about the
terrorist attacks on Americans in Beirut, of which
Mr. Weir's kidnapping is a tragic example. As you may know,
an organization calling itself "Islamic Jihad" has claimed
responsibility for the kidnapping, but very little is known
about the group.

The Department of State and our Embassies overseas are
following every possible lead to effect Mr. Weir's safe
release. We continue to be in contact with a variety of
parties in the region and are pursuing all possible avenues
of inquiry. We also remain in close consultation with the
Weir family.

We understand your concern for Mr. Weir's safe return,
and share your impatience, but believe we should not comment
specifically on our ongoing, intensive efforts. Throughout
Mr. Weir's captivity, it has been our policy not to discuss
the details of our efforts to secure his release or that of
the other kidnapped Americans. Such publicity would not be
helpful. We believe it only offers continued incentive for
the captors to retain their hostages, and ultimately could
prove harmful to the efforts to secure their release.



Let me assure you we will continue our efforts on
Mr. Weir's behalf. As President Reagan said, we have not
forgotten those who are being held.

Jaynej H.\Plank

Director, Inteygovernmental Affairs
Office of \Legislative and
Intergovernmental Affairs
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March 28, 1985

The Honorabkle Ronald Reagan
President of the United States
White House

Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. President:

I feel that the personal safety and well-being of United States
citizens should be among the paramount concerns of our
government. In this light, I strongly urge you to take whatever
measures are necessary to secure the release of the Reverend
Benjamin-Weir. o o
Whether it is one individual or 52 citizens, I'm sure you'll
agree it is our solemn duty to insure the safety of Americans in
foreign lands under your guidance, Bmerica has reestablished
itself as the leader of the free world, please let us show that
leadership in this instance,

Thank you for your time and thoughtful consideration of this most
important matter.

7
LS:dkk i
Enclosure: Press clipping ‘ {



Kidnaped U.S. Cleric’s Letters Ask Church Aid

SA.‘I DIEGO (®—A Presbyterian
minisfer kidnaped by terrorists in
Beiruf last year has written two
letterd asking church superiors to
prod .the U.S. government into
taking decisive action to win his
releade, relatives said Monday.

Th¢ letters, written in longhand
and aildressed to two church lead-
ers, Were “definitely” from the
Rev. ! Benjamin Weir, who was
abducted May 8 by three men while

walking to work in West Beirut,
said his son, John Weir.

“It's definitely his writing but
not his composition,” John Weir
said. #The style and types of state-
ments were certainly not what he
would include in a letter. Obvious-
ly, sameone else told him what to
writa"”

A radical group known as Islamic
Jihad (Islamic Holy War) is be-
lieved to be behind the kidnaping of
Weir &and four other Americans last
year, including Jeremy Levin, Bei-
rut bureau chief for Cable News
Network. Levin, reporting that he

escaped his captors, surfaced last
month after 11 months,

The group also is believed re-
sponsible for the recent abductions
of Terry A. Anderson, chief Middle
East correspondent for the Associ-
ated Press, and {wo Britons,

Meanwhile, the 3.1 million-
member Presbyterian church has
been asked to begin a postcard
campaign as part of the effort to
win Weir’s release, church spokes-
man Allen Kratz said.

The request was made by Dr.
Oscar McCloud, head of the
church’s Program Agency, which
does missionary work for the
church throughout the United
States and overseas. One of Weir’s
letters was addressed to McCloud.

“Dr. McCloud has asked Presby-
terians to send a million postcards
to President Reagan asking the
President to do what he needs to do
to get Benjamin Weir released,”
said Kratz, who was in San Diego
on Monday for a two-day meeting
of the church’s Presbyterian Gen-

eral Assembly Council.

Church officials also are consid-
ering appeals to key elected offi-
cials who may be able to use their
influence to win Weir's release,
Kratz said.

John Weir said the general
theme of the letters—which were
identical in content but addressed
to different people—was that “the
U.S. government take strong effec-
tive action to get these men out.”

The elder Weir has done mis-
sionary work in the Middle East for
the past 30 years.

In Amsterdam, meanwhile, the
Dutch news agency ANP said a
Dutch Roman Catholic priest has
apparently been kidnaped in Leba-
non,

The Dutch agency quoted Dutch
church sources as saying the
priest—identified as N. Kluiters,
43, a Jesuit who has worked in
Lebanon for the last 10 years—dis-

appeared last Thursday when trav- .

eling near his parish in the Bekaa
Valley in eastern Lebanon.

[ !
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- United States Department of State

Washington, D.C. 20520

May 24, 1985

The Reverend Alan G. Gripe

Associate Secretary

The United Presbyterian Church in
The United States of America

420 Witherspoon Building

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19107

Dear Mr. Gripe:

I am replying to your letter to President Reagan
concerning the status of the Reverend Benjamin Weir, who was
kidnapped in Beirut in May 1984, I regret the delay in this
response.

The U.S. Government is very concerned about the
terrorist attacks on Americans in Beirut, of which
Mr, Weir's kidnapping is a tragic example. As you may know,
an organization calling itself "Islamic Jihad" has claimed
responsibility for the kidnapping, but very little is known
about the group.

The Department of State and our Embassies overseas are
following every possible lead to effect Mr. Weir's safe
release, We continue to be in contact with a variety of
parties in the region and are pursuing all possible avenues
of inquiry. We also remain in close consultation with the
Weir family.

We understand your concern for Mr, Weir's safe return,
and share your impatience, but believe we should not comment
specifically on our ongoing, intensive efforts. Throughout
Mr. Weir's captivity, it has been our policy not to discuss
the details ¢f our efforts to secure his release or that of
the other kidnapped Americans. Such publicity would not be
helpful. We believe it only offers continued incentive for
the captors to retain their hostages, and ultimately could
prove harmful to the efforts to secure their release.

Let me assure you-we will continue cur efforts on
Mr, Weir's behalf. As President Reagan said, we have not
forgotten those who are being held,

Sincerely,
_ »

j Robert M. Smalley

pcting Assistant Secretary
for Public Affairs
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United States Department of State

Washington, D.C. 20520

May 13, 1985

Ms. Lydia S. Smith
P.0O. Box 4
Bolinas, California 20500

Dear Ms. Smith:

Thank you for your letter of March 21 to President Reagan
regarding the continuing captivity of your niece's husband,
Reverend Benjamin Weir. I have been asked to respond on the
President's behalf.

The President is exXtremely concerned about the terrorist
attacks on Americans in Lebanon and the fate of Reverend Weir
and the other four Americans who were abducted in Beirut. This
is a problem in which he takes a deep personal interest. The
protection of American citizens overseas is a priority concern
of our government and it is entirely appropriate, as you
suggest, that we work for the release of these innocent
Americans. This would be true, however, regardless of the
motive of the kidnappers,

I can assure you that the lack of success so far does not
reflect a lack of effort. The State Department as well as
other agencies and our Embassies overseas are following every
lead to ensure the safe release of Reverend Weir and the other
Americans. Intensive diplomatic contacts are continuing and we
are pursuing all possible avenues of inquiry. Not much has
been said publicly about our etfforts on behalf of the captive
Americans because we believe that their release can best be
accomplished through quiet, discreet diplomacy.

It is certainly true that the Arab-Israeli conflict was one
of a number of factors underlying the civil strife that has
plagued Lebanon over the last ten years and that the continuing
violence in Lebanon has contributed to the rise of terrorism.
Fortunately, the release of the American captives does not
depend on the the achievement of the longer-term and still
elusive goals of peace and harmony in Lebanon.

The United States has played an intensive diplomatic role
in Lebanon during the past three years aimed at helping the
Lebanese people to restore their country's unity, sovereignty
and stability. We believe that this can only come about
through a people united behind a common central government and
committed to resolving differences by political means. In this



- -2-
regard, we have continually urged all parties to support the
central Lebanese government and encouraged them to engage in a
political dialogue. The United States will continue to do what
it can to assist Lebanese reconciliation efforts. The central
responsibility, however, rests with Lebanon's leaders and its
various militias.

The President clearly appreciates what an ordeal this must
be for you and the other families. As you may know, Secretary
Shultz met with Mrs. Weir on March 22 to reassure her that the
release of Reverend Weir and the other Americans was a top
priority for the Administration. Let me assure you that we
will continue our intensive efforts on behalf of the missing
Americans. They have not been forgotten.

Although I did not become personally acquainted with Ben
Weir during the time I served in Beirut, I have met in my
office with his children, John and Susan. I was also in the
congregation of the National Presbyterian Church when Mrs. Weir
spoke so movingly about her husband. They are all fine human
beings, and I am sure that their faith provides them with
strength to help meet this ordeal.

Sincerely,

Pwvw b Mok

David L. Mack

Director

Office of Lebanon, Syria
and Jordan
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March 21, 1985 4513%8

P.O. Box 4
Bolinas, CA 94924

President, Ronald Reagan
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

It has been thirty years since my niece, Carol Weir and her
husband, Benjamin Weir, boarded a plane for Beirut, Lebanon.
Both are Presbyterian ministers. They grew fond of the
picturesgue and lovely city. Their work was inspiring and
rewarding. Life was a happy experience. They loved the
people so they made this their real home and raised their
four children there.

Exactly 318 days ago Ben was snatched from a Beirut street.
Carol was pushed aside. When Ben resisted he was hit over the
head with a pistol and shoved into the kidnappers' car. There
has been no official word of him since.

Because Ben is a fine gentleman whose whole life has been one
of everything that is good, his abduction was not personal.
Rather it was a political move just as the other Americans

were captured for political reasons. Because of this situation
isn't it proper for our government to get these innocent men
released?

People who have lived in Lebanon for some time feel that the
root of the present confusion, hanging over Lebanon, was caused
mainly by the Arab-Israeli conflict, though other factors have
developed. These people state, "The Arabs must be included in
negotiations."

Many who have lived in this foreign region believe that those
who were taken as hostages will never be released until peace
settles over Lebanon.

Mr. President, I know your position requires constant demand on
your time. In my opinion your results as the leader of our
country, are getting us gradually out of the tremendous national
debt, eliminating government waste, clearing up dishonest
business practices, handling toxic wastes, working to conquer
the terrible contageous drug problems, cracking down on illegal
aliens, pursuing difficult foreign relationships and the



President, Ronald Reagan
March 21, 1985
Page 2

successful handling of many undesirable developments which have
expanded over the years. The load you carry is tremendous. It
is greater than any other president has -ever had.

I'm writing because I hope you can spare the time to instigate
a meeting which will encompass all the factions concerned with
the Lebanon crisis, including the Arabs and including the
expertise of our United States representatives.

If peace and harmony can be brought to Lebanon it should follow
that those being held will be released from captivity. Our
family is waiting patiently for Ben Welir to be freed.

I know our government is pursuing means to bring home those who
are now being held. In a recent speech at the San Francisco
Commonwealth Club Secretary of State, George Shultz, stated,
"The efforts of the government are increasing and untiring."
I'm hoping those effort will very soon evolve into some type

of negotiations as mentioned above. I feel desperately that

we must get Ben Weir released immediately.

Best wishes for continued success,

Lydia $.' Smith


















United States Department of State

Washington, D.C. 20520

July 25, 1985

The Honorable

James R. Hurley

State Senator

New Jersey Senate

Box 809

Millville, New Jersey 08332

Dear Senator Hurley:

I am replying further to your letter to President Reagan
concerning the Reverend Benjamin Weir, who was kidnapped in
Beirut in May 1984. I regret the delay in this response.

The Department of State, our Embassies, and other U.S.
Government agencies overseas are following every lead to effect
Mr. Weir's safe release. Regrettably, we know very little
about the self-titled "Islamic Jihad," which has claimed re-
sponsibility for kidnapping Mr. Weir and other Americans. This
group has demanded the release of terrorists convicted and im-
prisoned in Kuwait for the 1983 bombings of the American and
French Embassies (for which the organization also claimed
responsibility), in which 6 persons died and over 80 others
were injured.

The Administration is deeply concerned about the Americans
still missing in Lebanon, and had hoped to secure thsir freedom
when the hostages from TWA flight 847 were released. Unfortu-
nately, this proved impossible. The Administration is coatinu-
ing its intensive diplomatic contacts, as we pursue all plau-
sible avenues of inquiry. We also remain in close ccnsultation
with the Weir family.

We understand your concern for Mr. Weir's safe return, and
share your impatience, but cannot comment more specifically on
our ongoing, intensive efforts. Throughout Mr. Weir's capti-
vity, it has been our policy not to discuss the details of our
efforts to secure his release and that of the other Kkidnapped
Americans. Such publicity would not be helpful. We believe it
only offers continued incentive for the captors to retain their
hostages, and ultimately could prove harmful to the efforts to
secure their release.

Mr. Weir's kidnapping and the hijacking of TWA flight 847
are tragic examples of the continuing terrorist attacks on
Americans. Because of our concern for Americans' safety, the
Department has issued several travel advisories recommending
against any travel to Lebanon and urging Americans in Lebanon
to take advantage of opportunities to leave. We have
vigorously condemned such terrorist acts, and called on the
world community to take steps to end such lawless behavior.



The U.S. Government intends to continue its intensive
efforts on Mr. Weir's behalf. President Reagan is deeply
concerned for the safety of all the kidnapped Americans, and is
kept fully briefed. As he has said, we have not forgotten
those who are being held.

Sincerely,

LA

ayne H. Plank

DireCtor, Intergovernmental Affairs
Office of Legislative and
Intergovernmental Affairs




T HE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE

REFERRAL

JUNE 14, 1985

TO: DEPARTMENT OF STATE

ACTION REQUESTED:
DIRECT REPLY, FURNISH INFO COPY

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING:

ID: 302439

MEDIA: LETTER, DATED APRIL 9, 1985
TO: PRESIDENT REAGAN

FROM: THE HONORABLE JAMES R. HURLEY

STATE SENATOR

NEW JERSEY SENATE
BOX 809

MILLVILLE NJ 08332

SUBJECT: REQUESTS THE PRESIDENT'S ASSISTANCE TO TRY TO
OBTAIN THE RELEASE OF BEN WEIR AND OTHER
CAPTIVES BEING HELD HOSTAGE IN LEBANON

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486.

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE
(OR DRAFT) TO:
AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE

SALLY KELLEY
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE



8517726
THE WHITE HOUSE .

WASHINGTON

May 20, 1985

Dear Senator Hurley:

On behalf of the President, I would like to thank you for your
recent letter in which you request that every effort be made to
win release of Reverend Benjamin Weir and other American hostages
who are being held in Lebanon.

I can assure this grave matter is receiving close attention, and
have forwarded your correspondence to the appropriate officials
at the U.S. Department of State for their benefit and direct
reply.

Thank you for sharing your concerns with the Administration.

Sincerely,

Ceci Cole McInturff
Special Assistant to the President
for Interqgovernmental Affairs

The Honorable James R. Hurley
Senator of the State of New Jersey
State Capitol

Trenton, New Jersey 08332











