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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

s . .
E s i . o ¢ -
: - S

Dear Congressman Tauke:

Thank you for your letter of February 26,
forwarding the proposal written by your
constituent, Jim Sheronick.

Your interest in Lebanon is well placed and
genuinely appreciated. The tragic situation
there is much on our minds.

Mr. Sheronick's paper does capture the main
elements of this difficult situation. You
can be sure that while the efforts to bring
stability and unity back to Lebanon have a
long way to go, we are determined to
continue those efforts.

Sinigrely,

The Honorable Tom Tauke
House of Representatives
Washington, D. C. 20515
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April 1, 1985

ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT C. McFARLANE
FROM: JOCK COVE

SUBJECT: Letter from Representative Tauke

Congressman Tom Tauke wrote you (Tab A) to forward a paper on
Lebanon prepared by a constituent of his.

Tauke's constituent put together a well-intended but shallow
overview of the situation in Lebanon. He went on to propose a
very active role for the U.S. in which we would use our influence
to bring democracy to Lebanon, to accomplish Israeli withdrawal,
to achieve a homeland for Palestinian refugees, to make Jerusalem
an independent entity, and to persuade Syria that its own
security would be best served by restoring Lebanon's sovereignty.
It is hard to claim any special merit for the paper.

Attached at Tab I is an acknowledgment.

on Sable concurs.

RECOMMENDAT ION

That you sign the acknowledgment to Tauke at Tab I.

Approve }ﬁlf\f Disapprove
‘a
Attachments
Tab I Note to Congressman Tauke

Tab A Incoming correspondence
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TOM TAUKE

2nD DISTRICT, [owa

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES

February 26, 1985

COMMITTEES AND SUBCOMMITTEES:

ENERGY AND COMMERCE
FOSSIL AND SYNTHETIC FUELS
TELECOMMUNICATIONS, CONSUMER
PROTECTION AND FINANCE

EDUCATION AND LABOR
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
ELEMENTARY, SECONDARY AND
VOCATIONAL EDUCATION
LABOR-MANAGEMENT RELATIONS

SELECT COMMITTEE ON AGING
HEALTH AND LONG-TERM CARE
TASK FORCE FOR THE RURAL ELDERLY

Mr. Robert C. McFarlane
Assistant to the President for
National Security Affairs
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr., McFarlane:

The continuing strife in Lebanon is a constant reminder of the

"tinderbox" nature of the Middle East.
are baffling to most Americans.

The complexity of

the conflicts

However, to the many Americans born

in the Middle East, the sources of the conflicts are well understood.

I therefore commend to you for review a copy of a proposal entitled
"New Road to Peace in ILebanon and the Middle Fast" written by a constituent

of mine, Jim Sheronick.

Mr. Sheronick is a native of Lebanon and has

impressed me with his breadth of understanding and his passion to resolve
the disputes which have kept the Middle East in a state of turmoil.

- I would appreciate your reviewing Mr. Sheronick's proposal for
U.S. policies in the Middle East.

Thank you for your consideration of this important matter.

Best wishes.

TT/ap
Enclosure

COMMUNICATIONS SHOULD BE DIRECTED TO THE OFFICE INDICATED.

1 435 CaNNON HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING
WasHINGTON, D.C. 20515
(202) 225-2911

[0 698 CENTRAL AVENUE
Dusuaut, fowa 52001
(318) 557-7740

Member of Congress

(O 1756 FiIRST AVENUE, N.E.
CEDAR RAPIDS, lowa 52402
{319) 366-8709

0J 116 SouTH SECOND STREET
CLINTON, lowa 52732
(319) 242-6180






NEW ROAD TO PEACE IN LEBANON AND THE MIDDLE EAST

By

A. H. "Jim?" Sheronick

Dedicated
to

World Peace

Presented
to

President Ronald Reagan

11-1-84
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INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this work is to present a realistic and objective approach
for a lasting peace in the war-torn Lebancon and tranquility in the strife-ridden
Middle East.

To provide some background, three main areas are discussed briefly:

1. Basic traditions and values of pre-war Lebanon (‘the
Lebanon that once wasit),

2. The changes that the ten-year wars and their influence
have brought about (t'the Lebanon that has become!), and

3. The underlying factors leading to the Wars. The bulk of
this work, however, is devoted to presenting a method-
ical, comprehensive and peaceful solution to this difficult
problem,

The author himself is a Lebanese by birth, where he lived the early years
of his life until he came to America, his adopted land, 35 years ago. He knows,
firsthand, Lebanon and the Middle East, their peoples, cultures and language,
and is keenly aware of their thinking, their problems and their aspirations.
His desire is to see an end to the bloodshed and destruction in Lebanon and his

objective is straight and simple: Real and just peace for ALL the Middle East.

IT IS ATTAINABLE,
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NEW ROAD TO PEACE IN LEBANON AND THE MIDDLE EAST

Lebanon, the Country That Was

Historically, Lebancn is mainly a village community. Qutside of Beirut,
the capitel, and to a much lesser extent, Tripoli, the entire nation's social
and economic life and values evolve around the village. Even the values of the
people of the city are rooted in the village from whence they or their ancestors
once came, and where they still have strong ties with their village relatives
and feel quite at home with village culture when they come to visit.

The village itse~lf is a farm community held together to a large extent by
blood ties either directly or through intermarriage. Religion is a serious
matter in the village and its fervor reaches beyond the church or mosque, and
well into the fields and social life. Often the same village is settled by both
Muslims and Christian families of various sects. Down through the centuries,
they lived side by side and worked their vineyards or little plots of land in
perfect peace and harmony.

Next to his religion, the villager's most valuable possessions are his honor,
his family and his land, in that order. God's name and blessing is invoked any-
time they are mentioned, The church or mosque or both are the center of
religion as well as social and recreational life. On religious holidays,
weddings and funerals, the activities of the whole community come to a halt and
the occasion is shared by all, irrespective of faith, Children take part in the
work as well as celebrations alongside their elders and learn from an early
age the art of cooperation and religious tolerance.

4



Any discord or dispute among families or individuals is quickly meditated
and settled by the respected elders and harmony is restored almost immediately. -
The Sahra (evening get-together) is a very unifying and enjoyable institution
where the villagers get together in a different house each night (during the off
fieldwork seasons)on a rotating basis and exchange stories, tell jokes, compete
in composing and reciting folk songs and partake in the food and refreshment
prepared by the host family. Save for the socializing of the Sahra, complete
.quiet and serenity v;ails the community until morn. Beirut, on the other hand,
is a 24-hour-a~-day city, with an international flair and elegant nightclubs,
luxurious hotels, and cuisine restaurants comparable to New York, Paris or
Iondon. It is a center for learning and culture and a hub for banking, com-
merce, international trade, recreation and excitement. Its merchants do
business in literally every city in the world, and merchants from all over the
world crowd its trade offices. There is hardly anything produced anywhere on
earth that doesn't quickly find its way to Beirut's market from music and
fashion to complicated high technology. Its beautiful and expanded beaches and
its nearby summer resorts and climate attracts tourist and fun seekers from
just about every country.

All religions of the world are represented in Beirut and all enjoy equal
freedom. Although everyone speaks Arabic, the native language, every other
language in the world may be heard or is being spoken in the streets of Beirut

from Chinese to English,



Lebanon, the Country It Became

The description given earlier can hardly fit Lebanon of today. The
ravaging wars, civil and otherwise, changed all that.

The Lebanese Civil War broke out in 1975, first in Beirut and soon
spilled over to almost every village and hamlet in the country. Beirut itself
was reduced to rubble. All that was left was bombed out buildings, blocd on
its streets and bodies strewn everywhere. Sewage and water systems, roads,
_telephone, schools,‘you name it, were all destroyed, and the smell of dead
bodies and infectious disease became rampant.

The once peaceful villages are no longer peaceful, and often an entire
village was destroyed and its inhabitants massacred by the people of a
neighboring village. All that was said above about the serene life of the
village is no more. There is no longer a safe place anywhere. The whole
country seems to have gone mad. Everyone has taken to the streets with
deadly weapons and explosives in search of someone to kill or something to
destroy. The government itself was dismantled and its small arrhy disbanded,
The nation has fallen!

No one, but no one, escaped the ravages of the war. There is hardly
anyone that hasn't lost a loved one to its savagery.

Recently, the shooting has quieted down somewhat and the people, out of
mere exhaustion, have taken a little respite from the war. The war, however,
is by no means over. Its fire is still smoldering underneath the surface and
in the hearts of the people who are still hungry for revenge. It is only a matter

of time before it breaks out again.






For all practical purposes, the country is totally paralyzed with all of its
economic activities halted and its fertile fields such as the Bekaa Valley, the
country's breadbasket, left fallow to be used by Syria and Israel as mine and
battlefields. The coastal plains where citrus fruit and vegetables are normally
produced have long been destroyed by the Israelis and PLQO encounter.

Mobility of goods and people is almost non-existent. A Lebanese visitor
to the United States recently informed me that it took him seven days to cut
through the Israeli x;ed tape so he could cross four miles distance from the

area occupied by Israel in the Bekaa Valley over to the Syrian side of that area.

Waring Parties and Their Reasons

Primarily, there are two main parties to the conflict, the Muslims (in-
cluding Shitites and Druze) on one side and the Christian (including Maronites
and other sects) on the other.

Reason? Same for both sides: larger share in the government. Although
there has fot been an official census taken in Lebanon since 1932, each side
claims that it constitutes the majority of the population and should have more
share in government jobs and more representation in the government, parti-
cularly the office of the presidency, This dispute did not develop overnight.
It had been in the mak®™ ° years. The same problem reared its head at
least once before {in 1 d a real showdown was put off only temporarily
then when the United States Marines landed in Lebanon.

This time, many more interested factions from all over the world got



involved in the conflict on one side or the other. Some indirectly through

logistic and financial support, others directly by taking actual active part in

the conflict and the wars that followed. Those who got involved directly were

Syria, the PLO and Israel. Syria and Israel both claim that their involve-

ment was necessary for ''peace keeping* and f'national security’ reasons.

The PLO claims that their involvement was imperative for ''self-preservation. '
The PLO was uprooted and evacuated from their stronghold in Lebanon by

‘a massive Israeli in‘vasion into Lebanon, The Israeli and the Syrians have

refused to leave Lebanon and they both became occupying forces.

The Cost of the War and Who Pays For It

In terms of human lives, everyone that got involved in the Lebanese con-
flict has paid dearly. The Syrians, the PLQO, Israelis, all have lost. Even
the Americans, the French, the Italians and British, who came there on a
peace keeping mission, paid with human lives., But, the dearest cost of all
was paid by the Lebanese themselves and the PLO with thousands upon
thousands of casualties--the dead, the maimed and the crippled for life. The
grief, the broken hearts and the mental anguish and all the other aspects of
human misery and suffering inflicted upon the innocent people there are all
part of the casualties, Will these people ever be the same again? What
value can be placed on these losses? No cne can tell,

In economic terms, the losses of the ravaging wars are just as staggering,

One way to assess the economic losses may be to add up the lost productivity
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of all the thousands of the war dead and those whose lives were rendered use-
less by wars from all sides-~ILebanese, Israelis, Syrians, Americans and
any other nationals. Add to that all the destroyed cities and towns, all the
stores, shops and warehouses that were all wiped out; the crops and live-
stock for the last 10 years, the highways, the streets and utilities; the time
of all the waring factions and that of their suppliers and supporters and the
cost of their equipment and munitions for the same 10 year period; the cost
_of destroyed or lootéd personal properties, cars, household goods, etc.; ..
and, finally, the cost of rebuilding or replacing all of this, YET, PEACE IS

NO CLOSER NOW THAN IT WAS 10 YEARS AGO WHEN THE WAR STARTED.

Who Pays the Cost Ultimately

If the past is any indication of the future, the ultimate cost will be borne
by the American taxpayers. The Americans have already paid dearly in lives
and material. Maintaining the Sixth Fleet in the Mediterranean is in itself
staggering. Yes, eventually the American taxpayers will be paying through
rebuilding and renovation programs and humanitarian and rehabilitation

assistance.

Did Anyone Benefit from These Wars?

Outside of the gunrunners and the looters, the Lebanese wars have
brought no benefit to anyone in the world except Russia. Bluntly put, peace

in the region will not be in the Russians! best interest. Communists' interest
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can cnly be served through constant turmecil and unrest in the area.

Can Anyone Do Anything to Bring About Peace in the Area?

Yes, QOnly the United States of America. The United States is the only
country that has enough prestige, power, clout and reason to bring about
peace in Lebancn, and that whole troubled region. It is high time the United

States used its influence to that end--really used’its influence. All the waring

factions will resPecé and listen to the United States--all the factions,

They all trust her, Israel and the Lebanese government for sure. The
Lebanese Muslims and Syria would willingly and gladly trust and cooperate
with her, given the right approach. Syria's interest, values and religion are
more at home with the West than with the East. There is almost no family in
IL.ebanon, Christian or Muslim, that does not have close relatives in the
United States and feel special ties with her., Yes, they will all trust the
United States. Why not? After all, the United States will be helping all of
them get precisely and in a peaceful way what they all have been trying to get

by force, but have not been able to attain: peace,

Why Should the United States Get Involved?

The United States has no choice but to get involved because:
1. By fate, or otherwise, the United States is the leader of
the free world and free people everywhére look to her

for leadership and guidance.
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The United States is sensitive to human rights and
suffering. She could not just stand by and watch human
suffering and misery continue to take their toll while
she has the ability and the means to stop it. Besides,
any abuse to democracy and human rights anywhere in
the free world is a threat to those of her own at home.
The United States has a personal and vital interest to
protect in that highly volatile Middle East region. Not
getting positively involved is not only contrary to that
interest but it is a direct threat to it. Instability and
constant turmoil in that important part of the world is
also a threat to her peace and stability at home.
By the same token, instability and constant unrest in
that area will without doubt serve the interest of
Communism and further its cause, which thrives on
the people's misery and oppression, and starves where
there is prosperity and freedom. Russia has invested
heavily in the Middle East to lay the ground for the
spread of Communism in that region. Peace in the area
will frustrate their plans and stop its spread.
Finally, the situation in Lebanon presents a challenge
and opportunity to the United States. A challenge to

stand up for what she believes in and an opportunity to
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show the whole world that she practices what she

preaches. Such opportunity must not be lost.

How Can Peace Be Accomplished?

The first step on the road to peace in Lebanon and the Middle East is the
establishing of a stable national government in Lebanon., This will immediately
release at least three countries (Israel, Syria, Lebanon and its various
factions) apd also thé PI1O from a deadlock position they are in, and start
them on the way to normalizing their daily life. Indirectly, this will bring
about a more peaceful life in many more countries of the region and will also
undercut the troublemakers and mercenaries and short circuit their terroristic
activities,

This undertaking is, of course, easiler said than done. But it, neverthe-
less, 1s quite possible. To achieve it, the United States must:

1. Use its influence and the influence of its friends to per-
suade the traditional ruling faction in Lebanon that: In
a Democracy, government belongs to the people and
must not be given only to a certain group; that without
equality there would be no peace; that without freely
elected government that is representative of all the
people, Democracy can't exist; that it is in the interest
of all the factions that the government be dissectarianized.
Otherwise, upheaval and unrest will continue to plague the

country to the benefit of noone. The enlistment of the

Vatican in this matter may be quite helpful.



2. Use its influence as mentioned earlier to persuade

Israel that it is in the latter's best interest to with-
draw its forces from Lebanon quickly and uncondi-
tionally, liquidate its Saad Haddad militia in southern
Lebanon and refrain from interfering in Lebanon's
internal affairs. She must make Israel realize that
remaining in Lebanon will only drain her own re-
sources and will definitely not make Israel more
secure, In fact, the opposite is more likely, as
security through force will heighten rather than lessen
insecurity--force begets force, Establishing a home-~
land for the Palestinian refugees with the right for
self determination is a must, for five main reasons:
a. Without a homeland of their own for the
Palestine refugees, their terroristic
activities and raids against Israel will
not stop, as we have seen in the past.
b. A homeland of their own will take them
out of their host countries where they
will no longer be able to meddle in those
countries!' affairs.
c. They will be taken offlgzhe welfare rolls,

and a homeland of their own will make

14



them behave more responsibly, as they
will be very busy building up their own
country and minding their own affairs.
They will no longer want to engage in any
terroristic activities that might jeopardize
their newly found independence, and instead
they will become more peaceful neighbors
t;) Israel--in time, maybe even friends.

d. A homeland for the Palestinian refugees will bring them
together and make it easier for Israel to fend

. against them, in the unlikely possibility that

the needs for fending should arise, It must
be realized that Palestinian refugees pre-
sently have nothing to lose and that carrying
on terroristic activities against Israel is the
only thing they have to live for. Israel can't
kill them all or contain them in any other
place to escape their danger, and

e. Without settling the refugee problem, Israel
will not likely reach a peaceful relation with
its Arab neighbors in the area,

3. Jerusalem is a holy city revered by all three faiths, All parties

must be presuaded that the city be an independent entity, with an



independent government and administration consisting of
a council representing the three religions: Christianity,
Judaism and Islam.

Persuade Syria that her own security will also be better
served by restoring lL.ebanon's sovereignty, That the
United States! role in the mediation is strictly impartial,
and that the United States is genuinely interested in
Syriats ;ecurity as well as that of other nations in the
area. That the United States can be trusted as a friend
and ally and can be an honest mediator. That Syria's
forces as well as those of Israel must leave ILebanese

soil as soon as the Lebanese government is in a position

to exercise its own sovereignty over the whole of I.ebanon.

Encourage Lebanon to set up a provisional government

with authorities to govern during the transitional period,

including disarming all the factions in the country, groups,

organizations and individuals; take the internal security

function over from all factions that are presently involved;

namely, Israel, Syria, Phalangists, Muslim or any cther
groups; supervise the departure of all foreign troops; set
dates for and supervise the election of a new democratic,

non-sectarian, national government.
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6. Use the accomplishments achieved so far as a first step
toward a more comprehensive peace in the entire Arab
Middle East, where there is a total, equitable and lasting
peace between Israel and all of the Arab countries (versus
peace with only one country at a time).

On that day, all the countries of the Middle East will proudly celebrate
their new beginning and victory. They will have all won and there will be no
losers., They can néw marshal their resources and energy away from war
and destruction to peace and rebuilding. The Free World at large will win
and the only loser will be the enemies of peace and the troublemakers,
Lebanon and the Middle East will then be off the warpath and on the road of a
lasting peace that will lead all the way to,and include, thevery Persian Gulf

area itself.
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United States Department of State

Washington, D.C. 20520

AUG -7 1985

Dear Senator Armstrong:

I am replying further to your letter to President Reagan
concerning the Reverend Benjamin Weir, who was kidnapped in
Beirut in May 1984. I regret the delay in this response, but
we did want to let you know that we very much appreciate your
offer of assistance.

The Department of State, our Embassies, and other U.S.
Government agencies overseas are following every lead to effect
Mr. Weir's safe release. Regrettably, we know very little
about the self-titled "Islamic Jihad," which has claimed re-
sponsibility for kidnapping Mr. Weilr and other Americans. This
group has demanded the release of terrorists convicted and im-
prisoned in Kuwait for the 1983 bombings of the American and
French Embassies (for which the organization also claimed

responsibility), in which 6 persons died and over 80 others
were 1injured.

The Administration is deeply concerned about the Americans
still missing in Lebanon, and had hoped to secure their freedom
when the hostages from TWA flight 847 were released. Unfortu-
nately, this proved impossible. The Administration is continu-
ing its intensive diplomatic contacts, as we pursue all plau-
sible avenues of inquiry. We also remain in close consultation
with the Weir family.

We understand your concern for Mr. Weir's safe return, and
share your impatience, but cannot comment more specifically on
our ongoing, intensive efforts. Throughout Mr. Weir's capti-
vity, it has been our policy not to discuss the details of our
efforts to secure his release and that of the other kidnapped
Americans. Such publicity would not be helpful. We believe it
only offers continued incentive for the captors to retain their
hostages, and ultimately could prove harmful to the efforts to
secure their release.

The Honorable
William L. Armstrong,
United States Senate.



Mr. Weir's kidnapping and the hijacking of TWA flight 847
are tragic examples of the continuing terrorist attacks on
Americans. Because of our concern for Americans' safety, the
Department has issued several travel advisories recommending
against any travel to Lebanon and urging Americans in Lebanon
to take advantage of opportunities to leave. We have
vigorously condemned such terrorist acts, and called on the
world community to take steps to end such lawless behavior.

The U.S. Government intends to continue its intensive
efforts on Mr. Weir's behalf. President Reagan is deeply
concerned for the safety of all the kidnapped Americans, and is
kept fully briefed. BAs he has said, we have not forgotten
those who are being held.

Sincerely,

William L. oja}l/l, I1I

Assistant Secretary
Legislative and Intergovernmental Affairs
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June 18, 1985

The President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

I am writing to to join many, many others in urging you to use your
personal influence to obtain release of Reverend Benjamin Weir.

I would urge that obtaining his freedom be considered among the highest
priorities of this nation. If I can help in any way to obtain his release,
please let me know.

Best Regards,

WLA/bbl








