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Dear Mr . Salvatore: 

United States Depar tment of State 

Washington, D. C. 20520 

~Tovern:ber 18 , 1986 

Thank you for your recent letter regarding the kidnapping 
of Joseph Cicippio in Lebanon. We share your concern about his 
safety and understand your impatience for his return. 

The Department of State, our Embassies, and other U.S . 
Government agencies are continuing intensive efforts and follow 
every lead to effect the safe release of these Americans . To 
that end, we remain in close contact with foreign governments . 
We continue to use every possible channel and follow every 
lead, through all possible intermediaries , in our efforts to 
bring all of the Americans held hostage in Lebanon safely 
home . As you know , these efforts recently resulted in the 
release of David Jacobsen . 

We have said little publicly about our efforts, as we are 
convinced that such publicity only offers continued incentive 
for the captors to retain their hostages and for other 
kidnappers to seek American victims . We strongly believe that 
the release of the hostages can be best accomplished through 
quiet , discreet diplomacy. 

Because of our concern for the safety of Americans, the 
Department of State has issued several travel advisories 
recommending against any travel to Lebanon. The situation in 
Lebanon remains extremely perilous for Americans . The 
kidnappings of the Americans are tragic examples of the 
continuing terro r ist attacks on Americans and others in 
Beirut. We have vigorously condemned these terrorist acts and 
have called on the world community to take steps to end such 
lawless behavior. Last December, the UN Security Council 
unanimously passed a resolution sponsored by the United States 
which condemned hostage - taking for political reasons . 

Frank A. Salvatore 
Senator of the State of Pennsylvania , 

7711 Castor Avenue, 
Philadelphia, PA 19152 . 



- 2 -

We remain in frequent contact with family members of those 
kidnapped. President Reagan is deeply concerned for the safety 
of all the kidnapped Americans and is kept fully briefed. As 
the President has stressed, we have not forgotten those who are 
being held and our efforts on their behalf will continue . 

Sincerely, 
_,.-- \ 

{ >·' ,.,:..;',,,~ 
' 

-, 
--✓ 1 

I 
J / 
I • f 

I I 
I 

· Jayne ' H. Plank 
Directo1~ Intergovernmental Affairs 

Otfice Legislative and 
Intergovernmental Affa i rs 
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DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING: 
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LETTER, DATED SEPTEMBER 26, 1986 

PRESIDENT REAGAN 

THE HONORABLE FRANK A. SALVATORE 
STATE SENATOR 
PENNSYLVAN IA STATE SENATE 
7711 CASTOR AVENUE 
PHILADELPHIA PA 19152 

SUBJECT: URGES THE PRESIDENT TO DO ALL HE CAN AS 
QUICKLY AS HE CAN TO FREE JOSEPH J. CICIPPIO 
OF NORRISTOWN, PENNSYLVANIA, WHO HAS BEEN 
HELD HOS'rAGE IN BEIRUT SINCE SEP 12 

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN 
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT , PLEASE TELEPHONE THE 
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486. 

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE 
(OR DRAFT) TO: 

AGENCY LIAISON , ROOM 91 , THE WHITE HOUSE, 20500 

SALLY KELLEY 
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON 
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 

8633726 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 8633726 

October 24, 1986 

Dear Senator Salvatore: 

On behalf of the President, I want to thank you for your recent 
correspondence. 

I have forwarded a copy of your comments to the appropriate 
officials at the Department of State for their review and direct 
reply. 

Thank you for bringing your concerns to the attention of the 
Administration. If I can be of assistance in the future, please 
feel free to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

?(.,~ ~----c._· 

K. Kae Rairdin 
Special Assistant to the President 

for Intergovernmental Affairs 

The Honorable Frank Salvatore 
Senator of the State of Pennsylvania 
7711 Castor Avenue 
Philadelphia, PA 19152 
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The White House 

Reference: 
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Do All He Can as Quickly -as He Can to Free Joseph J. cicippio 
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A draft reply is attached. 

A draft reply will be forwarded. 

A translation is attached. 
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We believe no response is necessary for the reason 
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Other. 

~~ 
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5TH DISTRICT 

FRANK SALVATORE 
7711 CASTOR AVENUE 

PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA 19152 

215-742-2121 

THE STATE CAPITOL 

HARRISBURG, PA 17120-0030 
717-787-9608 

COMMITTEES 8 6 3 3 7 2 6 
URBAN AFFAIRS AND HOUSING, CHAIRMAN 

COMMUNITY AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, 
VICE CHAIRMAN 

AGING AND YOUTH 

BANKING AND INSURANCE 

MILITARY AND VETERANS AFFAIRS 

~.emt:re of J.ennz~h.nmict 

September 26, 1986 

Ronald Reagan, President 
The United States of America 
The White House 
Washington, District of Columbia 

Dear Mr. President: 

I write to you to add my name to the many who __ UIJJ_e__you_t9_gq g_ll 
yoµ can _as quickly as you ca-n to free Josep_ll _J. Cicippio of 
Norristown, Pennsylvania, who has been held hostage in Beirut 
since September· r 2 .-----

Mr. Cicippio's brother, Alex, is a constituent of mine in 
Philadelphia. I, along with many, many others, share with him 
the anxieties resulting from his brother being taken hostage. I 
have been urging all my constituents to write to you to express 
their concern over this outrage and pledge their support for 
whatever action you deem necessary to bring about the prompt and 
safe release of not only Mr. Cicippio, but all the hostages 
currently believed held by Mid East terrorist groups. 

Warm personal regards, 

Frank A. Salvatore 

FAS/dll 
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Dear Ms. Wolf: 

United States Departmen t of State 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

November 14, 1986 

Thank you for your recent inquiry regarding the letter from 
Michael Teany about the American hostages in Lebanon . We share 
his concern about their safety and understand his impatience 
for their return. 

The Department of State , our Embassies, and other U.S . 
Government agencies are continuing intensive efforts and follow 
every lead to effect the safe release of these Americans. To 
that end, we remain in close contact with fo r eign governments. 
We continue to use every possible channel and follow every 
lead, through all possible intermediaries , in our efforts to 
bring all of the Americans held hostage in Lebanon safely 
home. As you know, these efforts recently resulted in the 
release of hostage David Jacobsen. 

We have said little publicly about our efforts, as we are 
convinced that such publicity only offers continued incentive 
for the captors to retain their hostages and for other 
kidnappers to seek American victims. We strongly believe that 
the release of the hostages can be best accomplished through 
quiet, discreet diplomacy . 

Because of our concern for the safety of Americans, the 
Department of State has issued several travel advisories 
recommending against any travel to Lebanon . The situation in 
Lebanon remains extremely perilous for Americans . The 
kidnappings of the Americans are tragic examples of the 
continuing terrorist attacks on Americans and others in 
Beirut . We have vigorously condemned these terrorist acts ana 
have called on the world community to take steps to end such 
lawless behavior. Last December, the UN Security Council 
unanimously passed a resolution sponsored by the United States 
which condemned hostage-taking for political reasons. 

The Honorable 
Katie Wolf, 

State of Indiana, 
House of Representatives. 



-i-

We remain in frequent contact with family members of those 
kidnapped. President Reagan is deeply concerned for the safety 
of all the kidnapped Americans and is kept fully briefed. As 
the President has stressed , we have not forqotten those who are 
being helc and our efforts on their behalf will continue . 

With best wishes, 

Enclosure : 

\ 

i/ 
~Since~_:;+Y, , / / 

; c·/ , . '·,, 
1

/_ ... -- _ /;f 
:I - ---,>- '-·:y ,_ '-- - -·'. g , , ,{ 
,' ,· ., - .,.. ~ ;, ' 't""' 

Jayne H •. ' Plank -
Di rector , Ink ergov-ernmental Affairs 

Office/ of Legislative and 
Intergovernmental Affairs 

Correspondence returned. 
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T H E W H I T E H O U S E O F F I C E 

REFERRAL 
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DIRECT REPLY , FURNISH INFO COPY 

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING : 

ID: 

MEDIA: 
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FROM: 
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STATE REPRESENTATIVE 
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SUBJECT : ENCLOSES CORRESPONDENCE FROM SEVENTH GRADE 
STUDENT MICHAEL TEANY WHO IS CONCERNED ABOUT 
THE RELEASE OF THREE AMERICANS HELD HOSTAGE 
AND THE FATE OF WILLIAM BUCKLEY 

PROMPT ACT ION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUI RED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN 
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PRES IDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 24, 1986 

Dear Representative Wolf: 

8633'127 

I want to thank you for your recent correspondence which enclosed 
a letter from Michael Teany concerning the release of the three 
Americans. 

I have forwarded a copy of your comments to the appropriate 
officials at the Department of State for their review and direct 
reply. 

Thank you for bringing your concerns to the attention of the 
Administration. If I can be of assistance in the future, please 
feel free to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

>;\~et:d:t~~ 
Special Assistant to the President 

for Intergovernmental Affairs 

The Honorable Katie Wolf 
Member of the House of Representatives 

of the State of Indiana 
Third Floor State House 
Indianapolis, IN 46204 



STATE OF INDIANA 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
THIRD FLOOR STATE HOUSE, 

INDIANAPOLIS. INDIANA 46204 

\~.R~ 
September 24, 1986 

The Honorable Ronald W. Reagan 
President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

KATIE L. WOLF 

Box 771 

MONTICELLO, IN 47960 

1985·86 

COMMITTEES: 

AGED & AGING 

AGRICULTURE 

86 331'27 

Enclosed please find copy of correspondence from Michael Teany. 

Due to the fact this is a federal issue, I would sincerely appreciate 
your efforts concerning the release of the three Americans and their 
safe return. - ----------
Thanking you for your efforts, I remain, 

Sincerely, 

~=-/4Jo/ 
State Representative 

KW/pw 

encl. 



Rural Route# 1 Box 257 
Oxford, Indiana 47971 
United States 

Katie Wolf CD) Monticello 
Indiana General Assembly 
Statehouse, Indianapolis, IN q52oq 

Dear Representative Wolf: 

I am a seventh grader writing to you 
concerning the release of three Americans held 
hostage (Terry Anderson, Thomas Sutherland, and 
David Jacobson) and the fate of William Buckley. 

I do not understand why one country would 
hold another country's people hostage. It 
doesn't accompolish anything but great amounts of 
pain. 

Those who are holding the Americans hostage 
are not onlg hurting the hostages, they are 
hurting their families as well. They don't even 
know if their husband or father is still alive. 
All they can do is hope. 

I am hoping that you will do everything in 
your power to encourage the safe return of the 
hostages. It would cause less sorrow and more 
happiness. 

Please write to me and update me on what is 
happening. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Michael Teany 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 28, 1986 

Dear Tom: 

JJ1'1Jfl 
t!iJtJ!t 
t !J!)IJL/ 
IV 1)/J I b 
1-~CiJ /J ;-t I 

Thank you for your letter of May 28, and apologies for the delay 
in answering. As y ou know l there are foJlr Is£ aeli MIA ' s 
remaining from the war in Lebanon: Zachary Baumel (a dual 
U.S . /Israel national), Zvi Feldman, and Yehuda Katz, all of whom 
disappeared during a tank battle witn Syrian forces in the Biqa 
Vallery on ½1!,_ne 11 , 1982; and Samir Asa_d, and Israeli Druze who 
disapp~a~ed ln Lebanon on ARril 3 , 1983. The Democratic Front 
for the Liberation of Palestine (DFLP) initially claimed to be 
holding Asad, but later announced that he was killed in an 
Israeli air attack in June 1984. We are unable to substantiate 
these claims. 

The fate of the other three MIA ' s is also still unknown. Since 
1982 we have investigated numerous reports regarding their 
possible whereabouts, but have never been able to turn up any 
concrete leads. We have never received confirmation that the 
MIA's are being held in Syria or elsewhere. The Syrian 
government has steadfastly denied any knowledge of the 
whereabouts of the MIA's. 

I can assure you that the Administration will continue its 
efforts to pursue the issue of the MIA's fate. We are determined 
to free all hostages in Lebanon, and we will remain in close 
touch with all of the concerned parties. 

Sincerely, 

Mitchell E. Daniels, Jr . 
Assistant to the President 

for Political and Intergovernmental Affairs 

The Honorable Thomas C. Bolan 
39 East 68th Street 
New York, NY 10021 



NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

July 25, 1986 

MEMORANDUM FOR MITCHELLE. DANIELS, JR. 
ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT 
FOR POLITICAL AND INTERGOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 

FROM: DENNIS ROSS f) (__ 
SUBJECT: Response to Thomas Bolan on Baumel Case 

I would suggest that you respond directly to Bolan. Attached is 
a draft reply that you may wish to draw upon. 



::; { ' - -
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DRAFT RESPONSE 

Dear Tom: 

four Israeli MIA's remaining from the war in Lebanon: Zachary 

Baumel (a dual U.S./Israel national), Zvi Feldman, and Yehuda 

Katz, all of whom disappeared during a tank battle with Syrian 

forces in the Biqa Valley on June 11 , 1982; and Samir Asad, an 

Israeli Druze who disappeared in Lebanon on April 3, 1983. The 

Democratic Front for the Liberation of Palestine (DFLP) initially 

claimed to be holding Asad, but later announced that he was 

killed in an Israeli air attack in June 1984. We are unable to 

substantiate these claims. 

The fate of the other three MIA's is also still unknown. 

Since 1982 we have investigated numerous reports regarding their 

possible whereabouts, but have never been able to turn up any 

concrete leads. We have never received confirmation that the 

MIA's are being held in Syria or elsewhere. The Syrian 

government has steadfastly denied any knowledge of the 

whereabouts of the MIA ' s. 

I can assure you that the Administration will continue its 

efforts to pursue the issue of the MIA's fate . We are determined 

to free all hostages in Lebanon, and we will remain in close 

touch with all of the concerned parties. 

Sincerely, 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH I NGTON 

June 6, 1986 

MEMORANDUM FOR DENNIS ROSS 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT 
SENIOR DIRECTOR FOR NEAR EAST AFFAIRS 

MITCHELLE. DANIELS, JR . ..,-...(> 
ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT 
FOR POLITICAL AND INTERGOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 

Request for letter of response and consideration 
of attached case 

I would appreciate your assistance in responding to the attached 
letter and points raised in the brochure regarding Sgt. Zacharia 
Baumel. 

I would like to respond to Thomas Bolan, either directly myself 
once provided with a draft from your office, or with a letter 
from you directly, whichever you advise. 

Many thanks for your help on this. 



THOMAS A. BOLAN, P. C . 
COUNSELLOR AT LAW 

39 EAST 68:!.':! STREET 

NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10021 

( 212 ) 472 - 14 00 

May 28, 1986 

Hon. Mitchell Daniels, Jr. 
Assistant to the President for 
Political and Inter-Governmental Affairs 

The White House 
Washington, D.C . 20500 

Dear Mitch: 

With reference to our discussion in Washington 
last Wednesday evening, I am enclosing herewith a 
brochure concerning Zacharia Baumel. Needless to 
say, this would appear to be a situation in which 
the Administration should do everything it can 
possibly do to rectify this terrible injustice. 

With best wishes, I am, 

Sincerely yours, 

TAB: sds 
encls. 

7,..__ 
Thomas A. Bolan 

cc: Leon H. Charney, Esq. 











WHERE ARE THEY? 

0 June 11, 1982 a battle raged between an Israeli tank unit 
and a Syrian armoured unit in the Bekaa Valley in North Eastern 
Lebanon. As a result of this battle 3 Israeli soldiers, First Sergeant Zvi 
Feldman, Sergeant Zecharia Baumel, and CorP,oral Yehuda Katz were 
reported missing and are still missing to this day. 
In April 1983, in the Sidon area, an Israeli soldier, Sergeant Samir Assad 
was captured by forces of The Democratic Front, led by Naif Hawatme. 
The Front publicly announced his capture. 
Ever since these events too~ place, the Government of Israel has spared 
no effort, and through international committee of the Red Cross and 
other international bodies has done and is doing everything possible to 
obtain any information cm the fate of the missing four. Three of the 
missing men vanished after the battle in an area which was and still is 
under Syrian control. The fourth was held in a Syrian controlled area by 
his captors, from Hawatme's Front whose headquarters are in 
Damascus. The main address for queries about the fate of the missing is 
therefore the Syrian Government. 
Israel has approached the Syrian authorities time and again and 
demanded information about the fate of the missing. International 
bodies and world leadders have also called on Syrian President Assad on 
this matter and he has promised to reply. No reply has, however been 
forthcoming, and Syria consistently refuses to reveal what has 
happened to the missing four. 
We, the parents and members of the families of those missing Israeli 
soldiers, continue to call upon all those with a conscience everywhere 
with the simple request, to which President Assad has sealed his heart 
and ears: Return Our Sons! 



THE MISSING SOLDIERS FROM THE BATTLE 
OF SULTAN YAKOUB 

During the battle against the Syrians, two tanks were hit, one 
under the command of the late Captain Zohar Lipschitz and the second 
commanded by First Sergeant Hezi Shai. 

The Tank under the Command of Hezi Shai 
The tank had a four man crew. The commander, First Sergeant Hezi 
Shai, was caught by members of the Popular Front, General Command 
led by Ahmad Jibril and kept concealed for two years in Damascus, 
without indicating that he is in their hands. Only after Israel received 
information of his captivity from various sources and strong 
international presssure was exerted, did it force Jibril to admit that he 
was holding the Israeli soldier. First Sergeant Hezi Shai was returned to 
Israel on May 20, under the prisoner exchange involved with the 

. PFLP/GC. 
A second member of the tank crew, First Sergeant Ariel Lieberman, 
was taken prisoner in Syria, a day after the battle and kept in Syria until 

,.,...--·--\___ /' ;--==~ his return under the 
J y--...._ prisoner exchange with 

.. ,,;""{, .. :·~------------\·•,:::\.... Syria on June 28, 1984. Zvi 
,,r. 117. ··, · , .. .. ' :: ·-, . \ Feldman and Zacharia 

{(,,., · ···\(IJ Baumel, the two remaining 
i;ii/J~ ·Y ~,,.,, .J:"' members of the crew, were 
· · · · '"' J ,.•-ltlO r ~~ reported alive according to 

,:,.~ '. witnesses' statements which 
l;,f} - ',Jfrt Israel possesses. The 

· .._., / statements point to the fact 
i. that the two missing soldiers 

.__,., t escaped from the tank alive 
• · <., > · and remained at the scene i ,I" _.., t 
··~ -.I' · \ after the battle. 

\,, ! 

The Tank under the Command of the Late Zohar Lipschitz 
The late Zohar Lipschitz was killed in battle and buried on July 4, 1982 
in the Jewish cemetery in Damascus. 
Only after a year of international pressure and personal contacts with 
President Assad, did the Syrian authorities allow the International 
Committee of the Red Cross access to the body for identification. The 
final identification was confirmed only after the return of the body on 
June 24, 1984. 

Two other crew members of the tank managed to escape, and are both 
now in Israel. The fourth crew member, is Corporal Yehuda Katz, 
remained in the battle field . 



The tank was left on the main road, south of Sultan Yakoub, and was 
taken away by Syrian forces on June 14, 1982, after the cease-fire was 
declared. 
It is known to Israel, from Israeli soldiers who witnessed the battle, that 
as soon as the firing ceased, Syrian soldiers began towing away Israeli 
tanks which remained in the field. Uniformed Syrian soldiers and other 
armed men in Palestinian uniforms were clearly seen milling around 
damaged tanks and climbing into them. 
From all of this information, as well as the fact that the battle was 
fought against Syrian forces in an area controlled by the Syrians forces, 
it follows that the Syrian Government bears direct responsibility for 
official clarification of the fate of the missing soldiers. 



AP adds.from Damascus: 
Syrian soldiers paraded a captured lsraeli tank and 
its crew through the streets yesterday. Followed by a 
horn-honking line of cars, the lank rumbled down 
Beirut Avenue in the Syrian capital and slopped in 
front of the offices of Presidenf Hafez Assad's brother 
Rifaa/ Assad, who commands the defense brigade 
commandos. 
The Syrian soldiers shouted slogans and witnesses 
said they identified their prisoners as the Israeli lank 
crew. The lank, belching black smoke and flying 
Syrian and Palestinian flags, was greeted by cheers 
from passers-by. One securify man fired a pis/a/ in 
the air. 
Even so, ambulances confinued lo race along the 
same road shullling back and forth. 

La Stampa 12.6.82 
Prigionieri di lsraele a Damasco. 
Damasco - soldati Siriani hanno esibito leri per vie 
di Damasco un carro arma/o Israeliano ca/Iurato ed 
ii suoequipaggio, dopa /'enlrara in vigore della 
/regua in Libano. 
Segui/a da un cor/eo di auto a clackson spiegali. II 
viale arma/o ha percorso ii viale Beirut inalberando 
le bandiere Siriana e Palesines - e si e ferma/o 
davanli all'edificio che ospila ii comando degil 
assaltalori de/la brigala di difesa capeggiala dal 
fratello de/ presiden/e Siriano Hafez Assad. Rifaa/. 
insieme al carro armalo, i soldati Siriani hanno fa/lo 
anche sfilare i prigionieri idenlificandoli come 
/'equipaggio de/ mezzo ca/Iurato. 

In the Syrian- capital of Damascus, families were 
also burying the soldiers killed in Lebanon. Israeli 
crewmen of a lank who were captured in Lebanon 
agreed lo put themselves and their war machine on 
display as Syrians fired guns into /he air in a signal 
of triumph. If the Israelis had not submilled lo the 
parade, said one Western diploma/, "they would 
never return lo Israel. When this mess is all over, 
they will be exchanged, and they will slay alive. Isn 't 
Iha/ the name of this game: lo slay alive?" 

INFORMATION ABOUT THE MISSING SOLDIERS 

Eign correspondents in Syria during the Lebanese war reported 
an unusual happening on July 11, 1982, in the streets of Damascus. 
During the afternoon of that day, a parade took place, featuring a 
captured Israeli tank accompanied by armoured vehicles. Captured 
soldiers were clearly seen in the tank and cars. 
None of the Israeli soldiers who returned from captivity claimed to have 
been on the captured tank. 

The following are the main reports of the event 
D The Associated Press agency reported on the June 11, 1982 that 
Syrian soldiers paraded a captured Israeli tank with its crew in the 
streets of Damascus. The Syrian soldiers shouted slogans and eye 
witnesses added that they identified those captured as Israeli soldiers 
and crew members of the tank. 
D The Italian "La Stampa" reported on June 12, 1982 that the tank 
exhibited in Damascus with its crew, reached General Rifat Assad's, the 
President brother, Special Forces headquarters . 
D Israel has television footage showing the tank parading in Damascus. 
D Israel also has further information indicating that Israeli captives 
were brought from the Sultan Yakoub battle to the nearby village of Ita 
el Fouchar. 
D Publications in the Syrian newspaper "Tishrin", June 12, 1982, and "E
T aliyah" Oune 15, 1982) report that the Israeli tanks captured were 
handed over to the "E-Saiqa" organization, which is controlled by the 
Syrian army. The commander of this organization, Salah Ma'ani, 
confirmed, in an interview with the French News Agency on June 22, 
1982 that he was indeed in possession of the tanks captured in the 
Bekaa battle. 
D The Israeli intelligence source have further information that Salah 
Ma'ani, the above mentioned commander brought Israeli captives to the 
"Yarmouk Camp", a refugee camp in the Damascus area when E-Saiqa 
has its command headquarters, and they were exhibited to the 
inhabitants of the camp. 



THE CRUEL GAMES OF THE P.LO. 

I PLO, headed by Yassir Arafat, has often made cruel use of 
the matter of captured and missing Israeli soldiers. On several 
occasions, Arafat gave interviews to the media, in which he mentioned 
live Israeli captives held by Syria and Palestinian organizations. On 
other occasions, he announced that "El Fatah" was holding several dead 
bodies of Israeli soldiers. In spite of this, the PLO and Arafat 
disregarded requests from the Red Cross to disclose the information at 
their disposal. 
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A passage from the Syrian newspaper "E-Taliyah". 
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THE KIDNAPPING OF SERGEANT SAMIR ASSAD 

In April 1983, an Israeli soldier, Sergeant Samir Assad, was 
kidnapped in the Sidon area. Only after a year in April 1984 did the 
"Democratic Front" organization of Naif Hawatme admit to having 
captured him. At the same time, a video tape was shown which included 
an interview with the captured soldier. . 
On June 28, 1984, at the time of the prisoner exchange between Israel 
and Syria, the Democratic Front, which has its base in Syria announced 
that Samir Assad was killed during an Israeli air raid on Rabbit Isle near 
Tripoli in Lebanon. 
Israel has in its possession official information showing that Samir 
Assad was not killed during the bombing. Since June 1984, The 
Democratic Front has obstinately refused to comply with Israel's 
request that it allow the International Committee of the Red Cross or 
other international bodies to discuss the matter in order to facilitate 
Samir Assad's return, or to identify the body they claim is his . 

-



EFFORTS TO FIND THE MISSING 

During of the years that our dear ones have been missing, we 
have continued to support the Israeli government's efforts to trace 
them with the help of the IDF, the security forces and the Foreign 
Office, to have them return safely home. 
During the long time that has elapsed since their disappearances, that 
the various Palestinian organizations working from Damascus have 
insistently denied any knowledge of the whereabouts of the missing 
soldiers. This was the case with Hezi Shai, who was hidden for two 
years by Ahmad J.ibril's organization with no mention, what so ever, as 
well as that of with Samir Assad,kept for a whole year by Naif 
Hawatme's organization, who fully denied any knowledge of him. 
The Government of Israel appealed to the International Committee of 
the Red Cross, who has permanent representation in Damascus, to 
international figures including 
intellectuals, religious leaders, and 
other prominent figures who have 
shown their willingness to help 
solve this humanitarian issue and 
who have made personal contacts 
with President Assad. Their appeals 
have been met with refusals from 
the Syrian authorities, who 
stubbornly refuse to cooperate in 
solving the problem of the missing. 
This constitutes breaking of a 
commitment made by the Syrian 
authorities, to the Red Cross in 
December, 1983 in which they 
promised to continue their search 
for the missing Israeli soldiers. 
In contrast to the attitude of the PLO and Syria, Israel has handed over 
through the Red Cross a reply to Syria's request for information 
concerning missing Syrian soldiers. More than this, Israel on its own 
initiative, and unilateraly released wounded Syrian soldiers after the 
war on humanitarian grounds. This reflects the importance which Israel 
attaches to human life. 
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SYRIA IS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE 
FATE OF THE MISSING 

Evidence in the hands of the Israeli authorities demonstrates 
beyond a doubt that Syrian President Assad has the key to clarifying the 
whereabouts and fate of the 3 Israeli soldiers Zvi Feldman, Zecharia 
Baumel and Yehuda Katz, missing since the battle on June 11, 1982at 
Sultan Yakoub. 
This area is under Syrian control. The two tanks in which they served 
as crew were hauled away from the scene of the battle by the Syrian 
army. The episode of the tank on parade in Damascus, and the 
aanouncement by the E'Saiqa organization and other reports already 
mentioned show that Syria is directly responsible for identifying and 
finding the missing soldiers. Even if the three missing soldiers are 
prisoners of Palestinian organizations, the Syrian's cannot disclaim their 
responsibility as these organizations worked in close conjunction with 
Syria. Regarding Arafat and his organization, their responsibility is no 
less than. that of Syria and they should provide all the information in 
their pos·ession, with regards to the fate of the missing. 
The responsibility rests on Syria also in finding Samir Assad, as it was 
clearly stated by Naif Hawatme's organization, which works in Syria 
and is wholly dependent on Syria, that they are holding him . Contacts 
between Hawatme and international bodies took place in Syria and if 
the Syrian regime had been'honest in negotiations, Hawatme would 
have been forced to comply and reveal the place of captivity. 
It is impossible to believe that these four Israeli soldiers vanished and 
that the Syrian authorities know nothing of their whereabouts or fate. 
Syria's refusal to take steps to solve this humanitarian problem, in total 
disregards of requests from various international organizations and 
leaders, as well as of its own undertakings, cannot but awaken the 
consciences of people all over the world. 
We expect public opinion all over the enlightened world to support our 
call for the implementation of basic human rights and freedoms . 
We call upon you, who read these words, to join the desperate call of the 
missing soldiers' families. Return Our Sons! 



Published by the Families of the Missing Soldiers and the Israel Defense 
Forces - Center for the location of missing soldiers. 











Dear Mr. Baker: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 3, 1986 

LILP90 

C O O ~ lo 
-:S-LOO .'?_ -0~ 

\-CS, CJ:ioO I 

r Jetter p f 15_ A.w ust, which I only had the 
opportunity to read this past weekend: but -- since i dea.,1-s i~h 
t~h~o~s~e ___ h ___ o~s~t ~a~~=--i~n.-=e=banoll., an which I am not directly 
involved -- -~ e s..e___.ru..,_~ -'-"'~ -..~J£;...,.lillo,...i- , who may be in touch. 

Best wishes. 

Mr. William W. Baker 
P.O. Box 11134 
Las Vegas, Nevada 89111 

Patrick J. Buchanan 
Assistant to the President 



Dear Mr. Baker: 

Appreciated your letter of 15 August, which I only had 

the opportunity to read thispast weekend; but---since it deals 

with thostages in Lebanon, an issue in which I am not directly 

involved---I have sent it on 

Best wishes, 

Pat Buchanan 

to the NSC, who may be in touch. 



WILLIAM W. BAKER 

ARCHAEOLOGIST· AUTHOR · LECTURER 

Director, Christian Coalition 
Defenders Publications 
Science, Archaeology Seminars 

Mr . Patrick J . Buchanan 
Communications Director 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D. C. · 20500 

Dear Mr. Buchanan , 

August 15 , 1986 

P.O. Box 11134 
Las Vegas, Nevada 89111 

1-702-451-5773 

Perhaps you may recall my appearance on "Cross Fire" back in 1984 . 
I was, at that time, Chairman of the "Populist Partt " and had auth 
ored a book on the middle east conflict ent it iea=-. ,Tse ft of a Nation. II 

We discussed (debated is more like it) Populism, Wil li s Carto, and 
the Palestinian question of a homeland among other items . 

Since that Rrogram, I have carried out ezact; l ¥ ;what I to1d J[QU an d 
Mr . Brade~ . t h at i s my resignation from the Populist Party when I 
r ound conclusive proof it was indeed a front for the old George 
Wallace Am,erican_ Indenendent Party as well as Carta and other un 
American hate groups including the Klan , Posse Commitatus , etc. 
I have enclosed my resignation letter whic h was ma iled to all the 
state chairmen and leaders . The reference to Nihilism is towards 
Carta and the other Nietzsche/Facist t ypes . 

M__y_ p.ur.P-os_e_in...J'v'r iJ:ing_is _ to _off er_ my services in regard to poss 
ib~ e negotiations to gain release of the remaining hostages in 

-B·e-rrut (or elsewhere). At the end of Apr i l and first week of May 
of this year I was invited to meet with the Hizbollah leadership , 
first in the Bekka and then at Baalbek, finally in West Beirut . 
I met for several hours with the political leader , Hussein El 
Amin, and the spiritual leader of Lebanese Hizbollah (and their 
commando wing, Islamic Jihad). Emam Mohamad Mahdi Shamseddine . 

[ 

I asked t uestions about Lebanon such as ~~ 
usiqped tb e new~ e l e under their control ; how much 
influence will Kholmeni have , what about the Phalange , etc . Finally , 
I brought u2 t h e Americans. I tape record e d our conversat ions 
and the translations as well as took a few pictures to prove the 
meetings occurred. Now I am wondering if you and the President 
would like to try to gain the freedom of these men by quiet and 
very low key efforts? 

"All that is necessary for the forces of evil 
to win the world is for good men 

to do nothing. " 



Among the contacts I have to the Jihad are General Mustafa Tlass , 
Defense Minister and Vice President of Syria , leading members of 
the Syrian government (cabinet ministers, speaker,etc) 
Through Tlass , I traveled to the Bekka and Baalbek for prelimin
ary meetings with Hizbollah leaders. After these meetings I was 
invited to West Beirut. Tlass furnished armed convoy for me to 
travel to Lebanon, but the Hizbollah sent three of their own men 
to take me from Damascus to Beirut. (I have photos of them and 
our journey o By the way, I noticed on a recent news report of 
the TWA# 847 hijacking last year, all three of these men were 
on and near our plane, so they are indeed commando's of the 
Hizbollah/Islamic Jihad o 

Before I take any other action , I would like to discuss this =
with you personally o As you know, it is dangerous for an Ameri
can to be seen in Beirut o While waiting for my appointments in 
West Beirut armed men surrounded our land rover offering my guards 
$30,000 oOO for me, as they wanted their own American hostage . As 
I understand Arabic , I was rather nervous o 

While in West Beirut I d i d offer to ex chaJJ.g e my9elf for one or 
al l o f t h e hostages but they rejected my offer . They did, ho w
ever , resp ect me for making the offer and that , coup l ed wi t h my 
book which they not only read but quoted f rom . seems t o have 
opened an avenue of rapprochement with them . They in fact ex
press con¼ar n for my s a fet y i n the U3 S 9 f r om the J DL., e ¼c . 
(You can hear all th i s on~ as t ~ es) 

I have been in touch with Peggy Say, sister of Terry Anderson 
one of the remaining hostages . I do believe there are some areas 
we can try , including a trip to Iran and possibly Libya , before 
returning to dialogue with the Hizbollah leadership .o lf we can 
set up an appointment , I will bring the tapes and photos and other 
materials (some given me by the Hizbollah), in hope of finding 
a way to bring these innocent men home o I will be at the address 
and telephone number on my letterhead after August 30th . 

I do hope to hear from you as soon as possible o I have been con
tacted by ABC News and others who have "gotten wind" of my trip 
but I am granting no interviews or stories for the sake of the 
captives and their families, if there is a desire in Washington 
to make a private and low profile attempt to gain the freedom of 
our fell ow Americans . · 

Thank you for your time and valued consideration of my request o 
I know you are contributing your political philosphy (Nicaragua) 
to U. S . policy, which is needed and necessary. I must say your 
insights and "up front" perspectives formerly dispensed to the 
public through your weekly columns and C½oss Fire are sorely 
missed . (Bob Novak is good but not your 'replacement'.) 



POPULIST PARTY 
NATIONAL COMMITTEE 

P .O. BOX 76737 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20013 
(202) 546-5530 

February 26, 1985 

Dear Populist Leader, 

What folloi,.;s r epr esents but a small portion of the many reasons why I must now 
inform you of my resignation as National Chairman of the Populist Party. 

(1) POLITICAL AND PHILOSOPHICAL COFFLICTS 

I have continually resisted the repeated attempts by so-called 
11 founders 11 and executive board members to portray t his part y t o the 
American people in terms more allied t o socialism than t he Consti
tutional Republic envisioned by the r eal 11 founders 11 including Thomas 
Jefferson. Current n1eaders" desire even more governement controls 
and inter.ference in daily living, such as subsidies for railroads, 
farmers,etc. Such philsophy contradicts original Populism. 

(2) OVERT RACISM AND DISCRIMI NATORY ATTITUDES 

After close association with many populist leaders in both 
the state chapters and executive co~mittee , I have noted a sometimes 
covert but generally overt racist attitude, and the desire to promote 
"racial purity" and the shameful segregationist attitude of 11 white 
superiority 11

• Racially degrading jokes and innuendos are common place. 
Sadly, such attitudes reveal the intellectual cripples and haters of 
the past including Fredrich Nietzsche and Will Durant and their insipid 
Nihilism . are still appealing to a pitiful few who have not yet dis
covered the positives of humanity at large. 

In my many appearances on various talk shows I have been con
stantly confronted with substantiated evidence linking populist 
leaders/speakers with active participation in such un-American hate 
groups as ·,the Ku Klux Klan, Aryan Nations ( or Brotherhood), etc.I have 
found various State Chairmen and other 11 populists 11 exercising far too 
much influence in our party based upon their promotion of the oJ.Jd,.·ruid 
totally baseless British Israelism, now called 11 Identity Church~ This 
group merely reiterates the white superiority jargon while placing a 
face of 11 relgion 11 on its exterior. 

(3) FINANCIAL CHAOS AND IRRESPONSIBILITY 

During my tenure as Chairman I have witnessed numerous and in
excusable expenditures by novice 11 political wizards 11 whose idea for 
attracting new members and obtaining ballot status is to squander 
one million dollars! I constantly objected to this waste but was 
11 overuled 11 by party "founders 11 and hirelings who felt no remorse 
while flitting away monies entrusted to their care by party members. 

POWER TO THE PEOPLE 



As a result, the Populist Party faces a deficit owing "Spotlight" 
nearly $300.000. At the November executive committee meeting, all 
financial support for the l:ational office was eliminated. Thus, with 
no office from whia:h to work, no personnel or assistence, I was forced 
to "retire 11 thus permitting the 11 executive committee 11 and their cronies 
to "run" the party as they had fully intended to do from the beginning. 

Legitimate expenses are one thing, but hotel suites for party can
didates and various committee members, lincoln continental car rentals 
and duplicate and unecessary air travel approved by 11 founder(s)" and 
others is quite non.:...populist but rather elit.ism at its best. 

CONCLUSION 

My decision to terminate has not been an easy one. I have grown 
to appreciate so many dedicated and selfless party members I have met 
across the country. 1. REMAIN COMMITTED TO AMERICA! I remain committed 
to the Constitution and the real Populist philsophy which I still be
lieve can return America back to the American people. 

I will not be surprised to be misquoted and even attacked by some 
within the party. If so, I promise you I will release a more detailed 
account of the issues I have related to you .to both the press and news 
media as well as the general public. If any of you wish to know more 
of the specifics, please feel free to contact me for YOU ARE THE PARTY! 
I hope you will lay claim to your party and make it one which will att
ract the millions of disenchanted Americans looking for alternatives to 
the "Republicrats" and their strangle hold on our great nation. 

I have not asked for nor received on penny from the party since 
January 1, 1985. I expressed my concerns of this letter with the ex
ecutive committee i n the November meeting held in Washington D.C. I 
asked for action to eliminate t hese many negative public images pro
duced by the raci_sts and haters, but to no av.aiL Thus, I know the 
American people-will not only reject this party in its present form 
and its expressed philosophy, but they will indeed bury it in the 
murky basement of American political history which houses all the 
skeletons of the myriad of contrived alliances which have come and 
most surely gone over the past 200 years. 

I had hoped the Populist Party would serve as a catalyst to 
bring about a genuine rehabilitation of the American political system. 
Unless changes , drastic changes are forced by you and fellow members 
upon all in leadership positions, the Populist Party will fade into 
obscurity and rightfully so. 

William W. Baker, Chairman 




