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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WAS H I N GT ON ?: . J"I 
~ .. . 

January 29, 1987 

MEMORANDUM FOR PATRICK J. BUCHANAN 

FROM: FRANK C. CARLUCCI f>.6'-~ 
SUBJECT: Americans in Bei r ut 

7'&;231:?3 '· -b;)t!)ft; 0516 

157/2.CJ/~-CJ R 
Fc;tJo6'--/» 
A:;t)// 

In response to your memo of January 20, 1987, I am attaching a 
copy of the statement which the President issued January 26 
concerning Americans in Lebanon (Tab A). In addition, Secretary 
Shultz announced yesterday that all American passports are 
invalid for travel to Lebanon unless specifically endorsed to 
include that country. 

Attachment 
Tab A Pres i dential Press Statement 

dated January 26, 1987 



ACTION 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

January 28 , 198 7 

MEMORANDUM FOR FRANK C. CARLUCCI 

FROM : THOMAS E. McN~ 

SUBJECT: Americans in Beirut 

0516 

Attached at Tab I is a memo from you to Pat Buchanan forwarding a 
copy of the statement which the President issued concerning 
Americans in Lebanon (Tab A) . Also, Secretary Shultz will 
announce shortly that all American passpor ts are invalid for 
travel to Lebanon unless endorsed to include that cou~ y . 

__ A/IL- . wl.._. 4J./- <J.-- ~ • d 
Barry Ke~ly , Vince Cannistraro, Dennis Ross, Ron St. Martin an 
Paul Han~oncur. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you initial and forward the memo at Tab I. 

Approve~ Disapprove 

Attachments 
Tab I 

Tab 

Tab II 

Carlucci Memo to Buchanan 
A Presidential Press Statement 

January 26, 1987 
Buchanan Memo to Carlucci dated 
January 20, 198 7 

---

dated 



TO: 

FROM : 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

Date : /22__ 

MARIMASENG 
Deputy Assistant to the President 

and 
Director, The Office of Public Liaison 

SUBJECT: 

The attached is for: 

D Information D Review & Comment 

D Direct Response 

0 Fi le 

D Other _______________ _ 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 20, 1987 

MEMORANDUM FOR FRANK CARLUCCI, ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT FOR 
NATIONAL SECURITY AFFAIRS 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

PATRICK J. BUCHANAN, ASSISTANT 
AND DIRECTOR OF COM...MUNICATIONS 

Americans in Beirut 

TO t:,J'SIDENT 

As we prepare for the probable extradition of Mohammed Ali 
Hamadi, we should also prepare for the probability that 
Westerners, and particularly Americans, will once again become 
targets of terrorists. Although the President has repeatedly 
warned Americans to stay out of Be i rut because we cannot protect 
them, we are still being held responsible when they are captured 
or attacked in Beirut. 

I suggest the President make a strong statement before the 
arrival of Hamadi that no Americans should be in Beirut, and that 
those who stay will remain at their own risk. It is much easier 
for us to declaim responsibility for these people before they are 
abducted, rather than after . 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary 

For Immediate Release January 26, 1987 

STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT 

All America ns, I know, share my outrage at the latest kidnappings 
of our citizens in Lebanon. Not only Americans, but more than 20 
citizens from nine countries are now being held by terrorist 
groups there. Today my sympathy goes out to the friends and 
relatives of all these hostages. 

The terrorists appear to believe that by trafficking in human 
lives, they can fo r ce sovereign governments to give in to their 
demands. But our government will not make concessions to 
terrorist groups despite their threats. 

For to give i n to terrorist blackmail would only 
encourage more terrorism; 

To yield to their demands now would only endanger the 
lives of many others later. 

I would like to add a special word to Americans in Lebanon. 

Where U.S. citizens are unjustly deprived of their God-given 
rights, the U.S. Government has an obligation to try to restore 
those rights. But there i s a limit to what our government can do 
for Americans in a chaotic situation such as that in Lebanon 
today. In particular, the situation in West Beirut has 
deteriorated to total anarchy with armed criminal groups taking 
the law into their own hands. 

For the past twelve year s, our government has regularly warned 
American citizens against travel to Lebanon. As recently as last 
Tuesday, we r e i terated our assessment that the situation there is 
"extremely dangerous." The events of the past week provide 
st r iking confirmation of that assessment . Americans who ignored 
this warning clearly did so at their own risk and on their own 
responsibility. This weekend the U.S. Ambassador to Lebanon 
again was in contact with remai ning Americans and advised them to 
leave. 

Those who hold hostages, regardless of nationality, should 
release them immediately and unconditionally. Their acts of 
terr or constitute a declaration of war on civilized society. I 
again join with civilized countries in condemnation of terrorist 
outrages. 

In conclusion, let me stress again that our government remains 
unrelenting and alert in its search for oppo rtunities to secure 
the release of our citizens no matter how long that may take. 
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UNCLASSIFIED 
(CLASSIFICATION) 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT 

TRANSMITTAL FORM 
SIS 8704214 

DATE March~~ 1987 

\ .f.OR!"'~ ·. MR. FRANK C. CA~UCCI 
:t,.:;NATlONAL ,SECURITY~·-·couNCI L . 

.. -,HE ~lT:E·::HOUSE 

REFERENCE: 
TO: Charlene Cozart · fROM:Mr. R. Keith Parks 

SUBJECT: Requests that the DATE : 2 / 13 / 8 7 

Southern Baptist Missionaries serving in Lebanon be exempted 
from the passport ban 
REFERRAL DATED: 2/18/87 1D#_4_7_1~2~3_9 ___ _ 

(IF ANY) 

___ THE ATTACHED ITEM WAS SENT DIRECTLY TO THE 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

ACTION TAKEN: 
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A DRAFT REPLY IS ATTACHED. 
-

A DRAFT REPLY WILL BE FORWARDED. 
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AN INFORMATION COPY OF A DIRECT REPLY IS ATTACHED. 

WE BELIEVE NO RESPONSE IS NECESSARY FOR THE REASON 
CITED BELOW. 

THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE HAS NO OBJECTION TO THE 
PROPOSED TRAVEL. 

OTHER (SEE REMARKS). 

~Mr~~ 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

UNCLASSIFIED 



United States Department of State 

Washington, D. C. 20520 

5 MAR 1987 
In reply refer to: 
PPT/C - PARKS, R. Keith 

Mr . R. Keith Parks 
Foreign Mission Board 
Southern Baptist Convention 
Box 6767 
3806 Monument Avenue 
Richmond, VA 23230 

Dear Mr. Parks: 

The President has asked me to reply to your February 13 letter 
requesting an exception to the restriction on the use of the 
U. S . passport for travel to Lebanon on behalf of Southern 
Baptist missionaries serving in that country . 

The Secretary of State restricted the use of the passport for 
travel to Lebanon on January 29, 1987 because he determined 
that Lebanon is an area "where there is imminent danger to the 
public health and physical safety of United States travelers" 
within the meaning of Section 51.72 of of Title 22, Code of 
Federal Regulations. The criteria for granting exceptions to 
the passport use restriction are outlined in Section 51.73 of 
the above regulation (a copy of that regulation is enclosed for 
your use) . 

The Department of State appreciates the outstanding 
contributions made by religious and charitable organizations in 
Lebanon over the years . We hope that such organizations and 
their representatives will one day be able to again work there 
in safety . However , present conditions in Lebanon are so 
chaotic and dangerous that the granting of an exception to the 
restriction on the use of the passport to travel there for the 
purpose set forth in your request would be inconsistent with 
our responsibility to safeguard the lives of Americans abroad. 

I regret that our reply could not have been favorable. 

Enclosure : 

As stated. 

Sincerely, 

tw~ 
William B. Wharton , Director 
Office of Citizenship Appeals 
and Legal Assistance 
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'11 H E W H I T E H O U S E: 0 F F I C E 
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FEBRUARY 1 8, 1 9 87 

TO: DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

ACTI ON REQUESTED: 
DI RECT REPLY , FURNI SH INFO COPY 

REMARKS : ***ATTN: MR. DI PLACIDO, OVERSEAS CONSULAR ' S SERVI CE - 
WOULD APPRECIATE ANY CONS I DERA'rION THAT CAN BE GIVEN *** 

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMI NG : 

ID : 47 1 23 9 

MEDIA : 

TO : 

FROM : 

LETTER, DATED FEBRUARY 13, 198 7 

CHARLENE COZART 

MR. R. KEI TH PARKS 
PRESIDEN'I' 
FOR:t:IGN MISSION BOARD OF THE 
SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION 
BOX 6767 
3806 MONUMENT AVENUE 
RICHMOND VA 232 30 

SUBJ ECT : REQUES TS THAT THE SOUTHERN BAPTIST 
MI SSIONARIES SERVING IN LEBANON BE 
EXEMPTED FROM 'rHE PASS PORT BAN 

PROMPT ACTI ON IS ESSENTIAL --- IF REQUIRED ACT ION HAS NOT BEEN 
TAKEN WI THIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT , PLEASE TELEPHONE THE 
UNDERSI GNED AT 456-7 486. 

RETURN CORRE SPONDENCE , WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE 
(OR DRAFT) TO : 

AGENCY LI AI SON , ROOM 91 , THE WHI TE HOUSE, 20 500 

SALLY KELLEY 
DI RECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON 
PRESI DENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 



· ~i~- Foreign 
· //lllission . 

Boardot the Southern Baptist Convention 
R. Keith Parks, President • Box 6767 • 3806 Monument Avenue, Richmond, Virginia 23230 • (804) 353-01 51 

February 13, 1987 

Mrs. Charlene Cozart 
White House 
Room 91, OCE 
Agency Liaison 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Mrs. Cozart: 

8704214 

Dr. Reihold Kerstan has indicated that you would be willing to 
hand carry and discuss the enclosed letter addressed to 
President Ronald Reagan requesting that the State Department 
make an exception allowing the missionaries of the Foreign 
Mission Board, SBC to remain in Lebanon. 

Thank you for your willingness to hand carry and discuss this 
with the ~resident. We will look forward to a favorable 
response. 

R. Keith Parks 

RKP:lc 



· ~~~- Foreign 
· //lllission 

Boa rd of the Southern Baptist Convention 
R. Keith Parks, President • Box 6767 • 3806 Monument Avenue, Richmond, Vi rginia 23230 • (804) 353-0151 

February 13, 1987 

Mr . Ronald Reagan 
The President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington, D. c. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

On behalf of Southern Bapt i st missionaries serving in Lebanon and as 
president of the Foreign Mission Board, Southern Baptist Convention, 
I respectfully request that the personnel listed below, representing 
a portion of our total force, be exempted from the Passport ban 
recently levied on U. S. citizens regarding travel to and from 
Lebanon. 

We ask 
1) 

2 ) 

3 ) 

4 ) 

for consideration for the following reasons: 
To continue the effective implementation of relief work 
and humanitarian aid in this time of crisis. We have 
channeled over $300,000 for such into Beirut in the 
past five years. No dollar value can be placed on 
effectiveness of the Arab-speaking missionaries who 
totally identify with the victims. 

To enhance future relationships between Lebanon and 
our country. 

To continue and strengthen the integrated partnership 
between Ame r ican and Lebanese personnel working in 
publications, broadcast media and theological education. 

To gua r antee continuity of this base for our work 
throughout the Middle East . 

All personnel would be working within East Beirut. 

We understand and appreciate our government's refusal to bargain with 
terrorists. We understand the desire to remove Americans from this 
threat. On the other hand, we ask that we not capitulate to their 
actions and threat by removing people who contribute to good will, 
reconciliation, education, peace, and to a better future for law 
abiding Lebanese folk. Our missionaries are helping to strengthen 
the better elements of the Lebanese popula c e. Their continued 
presence would be evidence that the Lebanese people have not been 
deserted by the entire world. 



Mr. Ronald Reagan 
Page 2 
Februari 13, 1987 

We understand that if our people are granted an exemption and if they 
choose to remain in Lebanon, they assume a certain amount of risk 
upon themselves. We request that you allow them to make this choice. 

Their names, passport numbers, state and date of birth and 
issue/ expiraton dates are: 

David Warren King, Z4526221,Michigan 5/ 3/ 25, 7/ 6/ 84 - 7/ 5/94 
Claudie Maxine King, Z4526222, Texas 4/ 18/ 24, 7/ 6/ 84 - 7/ 5/ 94 
William T. Dunn, Z4498478, Alabama 12/ 11/ 35, 1/ 5/ 83 - 1/ 4/ 93 
Patricia L. Dunn, Z4498477, Maryland 10/ 3/ 37, 1/ 5/ 83 - 1/ 4/ 93 
Ashleigh Ann Dunn, Z4385881,Lebanon 5/ 29 / 70,1 / 5/ 83-1 / 4/ 88 
James Wayne Fuller, G1007247,Minnesota 4/ 1/ 29, 11/ 18/ 86 - 11/ 17/ 96 
Frances Marian Fuller, Z4526210, Arkansas 5/ 16/ 29, 10/ 6/ 83-10/ 5/ 93 
James Keith Ragland, 080381929, Oklahoma 9/ 17/ 24, 7/ 11 / 86-7 / 10/ 96 
Leola Kelley Ragland, Z4996770, Okalhoma 2/ 24 / 26,11 / 18/ 85-11/ 17/ 95 
Emmett Albert Barnes, Z6164105, Missouri 9/ 30 / 33, 1/ 12/ 87-1 / 11/ 97 
Effie LaNell Barnes, Z6164104, Arkansas 5/ 11/ 34, 1/ 12/ 87-1 / 11/ 97 
James William Trimble,Z4996856, Louisiana 12/ 20 / 25,9 / 25/ 86-9 / 24/96 
Vivian Paulk Trimble, Z4996857,Louisiana 12/ 9/ 25, 2/ 25/86-9/ 24/ 96 
Mabel Summers , Z4982913, Kentucky 2/ 18/ 15, 4/ 2/ 85-4/ 1/ 95 

With appreciation for your consideration and with respect for your 
office, I remain, 

Since~~l ~:o/~ £ 

T.~k ~ R. Kl'r:f:11 Par S 

RKP:lc 
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Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Ruggiano 
Norris Hills/Roberts Park 

Civic Association 
1709 North Hill Drive 
Norristown, Pennsylvania 

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Ruggiano: 

19401 

United States Department of State 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

I am replying to your message to President Reagan 
concerning the Americans still missing in Lebanon, especially 
Joseph Cicippio. 

We are concerned about the safety of the Americans and 
understand the impatience for their return. The Department of 
State, our Embassies, and other U.S. Government agencies are 
continuing intensive efforts to effect the safe release of 
these Americans. We will continue these efforts until all of 
the hostages have returned home safely. As a practical matter, 
however, there are severe constraints on what the U.S. 
Government can do to secure Ole safe release of Americans 
kidnapped in Lebanon. Our ability to secure their relea s e is 
limited both by the chaos in Lebanon and our responsibility to 
protect broader U.S. national interests, including avoiding 
actions which might encourage future acts of terrorism . 

After reviewing the situation in Lebanon arid because of 
our concern for the safety of Americans, the Department of 
State determined that Lebanon has become so dangerous that no 
U.S . citizen can be considered safe from terrorist acts. In 
light of this, the Secretary of State exercised his authority 
to invalidate U.S. passports for travel to , in, and t hrough 
Lebanon. The U.S. Government has warned against travel to 
Lebanon for the past twelve years. Our repeated requests, each 
more emphatic than the last, failed to convince some people 
that they were in imminent danger because of their presenc e in 
Lebanon . · 

On the general issue of international terrorism, Secretary 
Shultz reiterated U.S. counter-terrorism policy in his testi
mony before the House Foreign Affairs Committee on December 8. 
He stated: 



2 

" .... [W]e must continue to speak out and take action 
against all acts of terrorism. However much we share 
the anguish of the families involved, we must oppose 
concessions or ransom for the release of hostages. To 
do otherwise would encourage the taking of additional 
hostages and would raise the value in the eyes of the 
hostage-takers of those already held. And we mu st con
tinue to strengthen our efforts with friends and allies 
in such areas as intelligence exchange and security 
measures to thwart terrorism and its attendent vio
lence and to isolate states which sponsor and support 
terrorism." 

The Department continues to be in frequent contact with 
family members of the kidnapped Americans and we remain deeply 
concerned for the safety of their loved ones. As President 
Reagan has said, we have not forgotten those who are being held. 

Sincerely yours, 

a 6 ·( 
George B. ~ 

Senior Deputy Assistant 
Secretary for Public Affairs 



T H E W H I T E 

TO: DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

ACTION REQUESTED: 

H O U S E 

REFERRAL 

DIRECT REPLY , FURNISH INFO COPY 

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING: 

ID: 471936 

0 F F I C E 

FEBRUARY 27, 1987 

MEDIA: LETTER, DATED FEBRUARY 12, 1987 

TO: PRESIDENT REAGAN 

SUBJECT: URGES THE RELEASE OF JOSEPH CICIPPIO AND THE 
OTHER HOSTAGES IN BEIRUT 

8705464 

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN 
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE 
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486 . 

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE 
(OR DRAFT) TO: 

AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE, 20500 

SALLY KELLEY 
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON 
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 



Serving N orris H ills & Roberts Park 

NORRIS HILLS CIVIC ASSOCIATION 
NORRISTOWN , PENNSYLVANIA 

19401 

Pcesident Ronald Reagan 
White House 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear President Reagan: 

Presently five (5) Ainecicans are still being held hostage 
after the unwarranted, violent kidnapping of these American 
citizens in Beirut, Lebanon. 

As a member of the Norris Hills/Roberts Park Civic 
Association of Norristown, Pennsylvania, I implore you to do 
everything in your power to seek the release of one of our 
own, Joseph Cicippio of Norristown, Pennsylvania kidnapped 
in Beirut, Lebanon on September 12, 1986. 

I am sure Joseph Cicippio, Tecr.y 
Sutherland, Frank Reed and Edward Tracey 
as President of the United States and 
stcength of our country will seek their 
them home to their families and friends. 

Anderson, Thomas 
have faith in you 
realize that the 
release and being 

As Americans, we are standing united with the hope that you 
as ouc President ~,ill find a way to end this tecror and 
violence by int:ecvening in any way possible to insure the 
.s.af.e r:Pl ease of our ne.i.ghbor , Joseph Ci cip.p.i.~ the 
aafe release of Terry Anderson, ·rhomas Sutherland, Frank 
Reed and Edward Tracey. 

Please act now before more terror and violence is inflicted 
on yet another innocent American. 

Sincerely, 

~ r ~ ~~* l'~A,YI.~ 

Norris Hills/Roberts Park 
Civic Association 

nla 
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SUBJECT: REQUESTS ASSISTANCE IN OBTAINING SPECIAL 
EXEMPTION FOR REVEREND DENNIS HILGENDORF TO 
TRAVEL OR LIVE IN LEBANON · 

ACTION DISPOSITION 
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*A-APPROPRIATE ACTION *A-ANSWERED 
*C-COMMENT/RECOM *B-NON-SPEC-REFERRAL 
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REFER QUESTIONS AND ROUTING UPDATES TO CENTRAL REFERENCE 
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KEEP THIS WORKSHEET ATTACHED TO THE ORIGINAL INCOMING 
LETTER AT ALL TIMES AND SEND COMPLETED RECORD TO RECORDS 
MANAGEMENT. 
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UICU 
(CLASSIFICATION) 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT 

TRANSMITTAL -FORM 

SIS 8708771 . 

DATE 16 Aprii 1987 

.·.EOR:·, -. MR. FRANK c. CA~UCCI 
.:·,-~NATlONAl SECURITY~XOUNC1 L . 

THE WfflJE-tiOUSE 

REFERENCE: 
TO: Howard Baker 

DATE: 3/9/87 

FROM: William Bradford. 

SUBJECT: Requests assistance 

in obtaining special exemption for Rev. Hilgendorf to travel to 
Lebanon 

REFERRAL DATED: 3/30/87 ID# 472780 -------(IF ANY) 

___ THE ATTACHED ITEM WAS SENT DIRECTLY TO THE 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

ACTION TAKEN: 

X 

REMARKS: 

A DRAFT REPLY IS ATTACHED . 
. 

A DRAFT REPLY WILL BE FORWARDED, 

A TRANSLATION IS ATTACHED. 

AN INFORMATION COPY OF A DIRECT REPLY IS ATTACHED. 

WE BELIEVE NO RESPONSE IS NECESSARY FOR THE REASON 
CITED BELOW. 

THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE HAS NO OBJECTION TO THE 
PROPOSED TRAVEL. 

OTHER (SEE REMARKS), 

~uktis:.r 
- tX~t-bf'f~Lsfe-JrfXRv 

UNClASSIRED 



In reply refer to: 
PPT/C - HILGENDORF, Dennis 

William Bradford 
1408 Barcelona Drive 
Knoxville, TN 37923 

Dear Mr. Bradford: 

United States Department of State 

Washington, D. C. 20520 

APR 101987 

I am replying to your letter of March 9 to White House Chief of 
Staff Howard Baker, concerning an exception to the passport 
restriction for travel to Lebanon for Rev. Dennis Hilgendorf. 

The Secretary of State restricted the use of the passport for 
travel to Lebanon on January 29, 1987 because he determined 
that Lebanon is an area "where there is imminent danger to the 
public health and physical safety of United States travelers" 
within the meaning of Section 51.72 of Title 22, Code of 
Federal Regulations. Since conditions in Lebanon are so 
chaotic and dangerous at present, the granting of an exception 
to the restriction on the use of the passport to Rev. 
Hilgendorf for the purpose set forth in your letter, would be 
inconsistent with our responsibility to safeguard the lives of 
Americans abroad. 

The Department of State appreciates the outstanding 
contributions made by religious and charitable organizations in 
Lebanon over the years. We hope that such organizations and 
their representatives will one day be able to again work there 
in safety. However, present conditions in Lebanon are so 
chaotic and dangerous that the granting of an exception to the 
restriction on the use of the passport to travel there for the 
purpose set forth in your request would be inconsistent with 
our responsibility to safeguard the lives of Americans abroad. 
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I regret that our reply could not have been favorable. 

Sincerely, 

William B. Wharton, Director 
Office of Citizenship Appeals 
and Legal Assistance 



T H E W H I T E H O U S E 

REFERRAL 

TO: DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

ACTION REQUESTED: 
DIRECT REPLY , FURNISH INFO COPY 

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING : 

ID : 472780 

MEDIA : 

TO: 

FROM : 

LETTER, DATED MARCH 9, 1987 

HOWARD BAKER 

MR. WILLIAM BRADFORD 
1408 BARCELONA DRIVE 
KNOXVILLE TN 37923 

0 F F I C E 

MARCH 30, 1987 

SUBJECT : REQUESTS ASSISTANCE IN OBTAINING SPECIAL 
EXEMPTION FOR REVEREND DENNIS HILGENDORF TO 
TRAVEL OR LIVE IN LEBANON 

8708771 

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL - - IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN 
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE 
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486. 

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE , WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE 
(OR DRAFT) TO : 

AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91 , THE WHITE HOUSE, 20500 

SALLY KELLEY 
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON 
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 
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The Honorable Howard Baker 
Chief of Staff 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Baker: 

1408 Barcelona Drive 
Knoxville, TN 37923 
March 9, 1987 

First, I would like to congratulate you on your many long-demonstrated 
superb abilities that made you so perfect a choice for President Reagan to 
select to restore credibility and respect to his Administration at its lowest 
point. I have followed your career for many years, first in Kentucky and then 
since moving to Knoxville in 1978. I was proud to have you as my U.S. Senator 
and still would very much like to see you elected President, which I know 
would be one of the best things that could happen to this country. 

At present, however~ I have a more immediate concern, one that you are 
uniquely constituted to appreciate and positioned to help. I have a close 
friend, the Rev. Dennis Hilgendorf, who has devoted virtually his entire 
professional life, nearly 25 years, to ministering to the multitudes of 
suffering people in the Middle East and~ more specifically, Lebanon~ Although 
he was sent to Beirut by the Lutheran Church~ the Rev. Mr. Hilgendorf's 
mission there has been humanitarian, rather than sectarian, since even before 
the brutal civil war broke out there so many years ago. I was living in 
Beirut myself, working as wire editor of a local English-language newspaper, 
The Daily Star, when Dennis arrived there. I share his affection for the 
Lebanese people although obviously his love far surpasses mine since his 
commitment so far exceeds mine. 

For many years now, his mission has been to obtain funds for, recruit and 
train a Lebanese staff and to operate a Control Resource Center to assist the 
hosts of Lebanese who have been left orphaned, handicapped, homeless and 
impoverished by the fighting in Lebanon. His services are needed in Lebanon 
now more than they ever have been. To continue that service, however, he now 
needs a special exemption from the Administration's ban against Americans 
traveling to or l~g in Lebanon. I earnestly urge and pray foryool:odo 
whatever you can to help him obtain that exemption. You may contact him 
through his American support group: Controf-Resource Center, 2703 North 
Sherman Blvd., Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53210. 

As much as I would 1 ike to see Dennis out of harm's way elsewhere, I know 
his heart and whole life are enmersed in Lebanon. The good he is doing there 
is unbelievable and must continue. As much as it pains me to acknowledge it, 
I also know he would not want the U.S. government to feel obligated to assist 
him if he were to be kidnapped. In fact, he was kidnapped once but was 
allowed to "escape" when his captors realized the kind of person he is and the 
nature of his work there. Please help him. 

Sincerely, 

~mq,::;jfy 
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."fovember 17 , 1987 

Dear Mr . De Armas ; 

Thank you for your letter· of August 22 to Presi.dent Reagan 
informing him about •our project to erect a memori l in honor of 
the 241 .nien who lost th0ir 11, es i.n the 1983 bvmbing of Harine 
Corpu barr ckf5 in Bei.:cut . : regret the ~olay in th respons~ 
t - you.:r letters . 

Your desire to pay tribute to the 1uenory of theso finf! men , 27 
c1f whom were from the Stai..<.'! of f"' loriua , i.s understood . 1-Lh•? 
Prt:Hdd~~,t han be~n v ~cy proud to learn ,of the efforts und rt.aken 
in ffl.il .y ar~. o... th<" country to comm n1or«te their couragtc1 and 
sacrifice . He recognizes the special bond. of friendohip and 
m mory which er-ist areong the fa.ili ~B of the U. S . $ervicemen who 
were kll ed or wounded in ei.rut. 'I'he following addresses may 

useful to you and your a~oociat~ci in seeinq your project 
through to compltJtion; 

Editor 
:1ar ine Corps Gazette 
~nd Leatherne~-
Bo:-~ 1775 
Quantico , VA 22134 

Navy Times 
475 School Street---r s . ,; . 

· shington, D .. C. ~0024 

For &usi tance i. gcne1.·ati 1g publicity !:or the proje.ct -at key 
tnile~tones along the va · to its coL"lplE:tion, write to: 

Cor.unand'-1nt of the ;~<1rin~ Corps 
He::idquart:-.::rc Marine Corps (PAC} 
;,~"'hingt rr, D. C . 20380-0001 

( 20 2) 694~-4080 

For uetails on h f,;;;f fort13 which l d to the succeu,.t:ul cr<::ation 
of the .Jacktonville,. North Carolini:L/Camp LP. ... eutK: Beirut 
rremcri l, contact: 

nr . J\be Rosen 
Beirut tiemorial 
Bein1t a(.>.morial 
Po, t: Off i ,,:, Box 
Jacksonvill-", tJC 
(919) 347-3244 

Corru;ii t tee 
Fun 
1 "'8 

2B540 

Ch i.rman 



l?o;r informatior: on other memorials to the men lost- in 
please cont ct.: 

Hrs. Judy Young 
324 c~nter Street 
Moor(:Stown, NJ O 057 

You may also be Rbh; to obt~, n personnel assistance in your 
project by contacting the following·: 

Director 
a~adquarters 6tl Marine 
Recruiting District 
1365 Pf.aaclH:.rce Street, 
Atlanta, GA 30309 
{404} .347-7550 

Mr. Char~es B. Reingeb 
OirectQr 
Young Marines Org·niz..1tion 
Pot Office Bx 72 
Ada, in 4 9301 

I hope you find this h,formation helpful.. !f tl.r White House 
can be o: furtJ1E".r £assistance to ;1 ou,, plea!:>A de, no h .sitat.e to 
writ~ .. 

'l:iith thd Presi<.kmt • &> warm best wishes, 

S.inc(:re ... /, 

Arme figgin• 
s;wci l ~.ssistant to the President 

,Jnd Director of Corre$pondenct> 

nr. So:~eph De Armns, ,Ir . 
Pre:sic t,nt 
B~irut ~emorial Pund 
Po6t O!fice Box 55900~ 
•. iami, F'1 orida 33 ..,.~5 

AVH/CAD/AVH/j z ( 1 lAVH) 



OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON , D.C . 20301 

2 3 OCT 198, 

MEMORANDUM FOR DIRECTOR, WHITE HOUSE MILITARY OFFICE 

SUBJECT: OSD White House Case Wl8703 

Attached as requested are comments and recommendations 
for use in replying to a letter from Mr. Joseph De Armas/Jr. 
who wrote the President concerning support for the Dade County 
Beirut Memorial Fund. 

Attachment 

Will~, Jr. 
Executive se-bretary 



COMMENTS/RECOMMENDATIONS FOR RESPONSE TO MR. DEARMAS 

Comment - It is understood that the President, by virtue of his 

office, does not personally endorse/support private 

organizations or fund raising campaigns. 

Recommendations: 

For publicity support in raising funds refer him to: 

Editor, Marine Corps Gazette 

and Leatherneck 

Box 1775 

Quantico, VA 22134 

Editor, Navy Times 

475 School Street S.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20024 

- For publicity coverage of key milestones during project refer 

him to: Commandant of the Marine Corps, Headquarters Marine 

Corps {PAC), Washington, D.C. 20380-0001 (202) 694-4080 

- For details on coordination of Jacksonville, NC/ Camp Lejeune 

Beirut Memorial refer him to: Mr. Abe Rosen, Beirut Memorial 

Committee Chairman, Beirut Memorial Fund, P.O. Box 128, 

Jacksonville, NC 28540 (919) 347-3244 



- For information on other Beirut memorials refer him to: Mrs. 

Judy Young, 324 Center Street, Moorestown, NJ 08057 - former 

editor of the newspaper, Beirut Connection 

- For potential personnel assistance refer him to: Director, 

Headquarters 6th Marine Corps Recruiting District, 1365 

Peachtree Street N.E., Atlanta, GA 30309 (404) 347-7550 or 

Mr. Charles B. Reinges, Director of Young Marines Organization, 

P.O. Box 72, Ada, MI 49301 



87 OCT -5 fi i 9: OS 

T H E W H I T E H O U S E 

REFERRAL 

TO: DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSr 

ACTION REQUESTED: 
COMMENT/ RECOMMENDATION 

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING: 

ID: 475820 

MEDIA: 

TO : 

FROM: 

LETTER, DATED APRIL 3, 1987 

PRESIDENT--REAGAN 

SEPH DEARMAS JR. 
RESIDENT 

MEMORIAL FUND 
POST OFFICE BOX 559002 
MIAMI FL 33255 

0 F F I C E 

OCTOBER 2, 1987 

SUBJECT: REQUESTS SUPPORT FOR THE BEIRUT MEMORIAL FUND 
WHICH PLANS TO CONSTRUCT A MONUMENT IN HONOR 
OF THE 241 AMERICAN SERVICEMEN WHO LOST THEIR 
LIVES ON OCT 23 83 IN THE BEIRUT TRAGEDY 
IN THE AMELIA EARHART AND PARK IN DADE 
COUNTY, FLORIDA 

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN 
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE 
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486. 

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE 
(OR DRAFT) TO: 

AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE, 20500 

SALLY KELLEY 
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON 
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 

W1870 3 
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BEIRUIT MEMORIAL FUND, L - ✓--"/0 
P.O. Box 559002 • Miami, Florida 33255 • (305) ee2· a•z 7:>0 

c)~ 

0_; 
President Ronald Reagan 
President of the United 
States of America 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, DC 

Dear Mr. President: 

II 
\ 

.......... 

..:...:., 1987 
~ ~.-.._~; 
~ . I 
~. +- ~ -H,..i, 

~- ~ 

A letter was sent to you qn April 2~ 1987~ informing you 
abom a !-'ruject that is. in progt-et;s ' in Florida. I have not 
heard ft-om your office., perh.aps- the letter never- reach your 
office. 

\ 

We can never forget October 23. 983. a day that 241 /i/ 

\

set-vicemen ~-Jere killed in a sen~-les::; b~mbing. · My son ~~as 
there. he sw-vi ved but ti.~o days later a mortar round hit 
wrn::.side his bunker- and he ;,,Jas 

1
slightly i-<Jounded, for this he 

, i-Jas a~.,,;arded a Puq:;le Hear.:t. ( Better him receiving than me) · 
thank God. 

I became very much involved with the families hei--e in Miami 
v-Jhen the tragedy happened. uur sons v-Jere in Beit-ut and vJe 
spent many hours and days awaiting news of them, five of our 
Dade Countians were killed, My son wa~~liYe. Thank God. 

/ , 
From that day on a concernment over-came me" 
to do is not easy, but I have all the faith 
me in this endeavor. Alone no one can do it. 

what I 'm b--yi ng 
· n God to guide 

A Memot-i.al v-Ji 11 be built and 
lost 27 florld~ans. 

" -l - ; • 
□eu1ca1:.eo in 

I 
I · m -euc:.1-osi ng a µai... kttye fur 
in this Project would mean a 

your infurmk tion, yout- inte,-est 
lot fort 1e ,families . Our sons 

went to Bei t-ut 
nevet- made it 
fa.mi Ii es, want 
Please help us. 

on a i·1ission of Peace, ,T~..io-hundt-ed fot-ty-one 
back • We must nevet- ·Pm-get them. i>Je, the 
you to help us make this Memorial a n:!al i ty . 

\ 
I 

We realize that you have a busy schedule~ ~o did our Men 
..... . .... L .... th .... h ~ . . I oe1ru'-, uu1- , ey v-Jen1- .Je.1.1evl.f19' 
cherish •••• FREEDOM •••• PEACE. 

and nt-□tecti nq fot- what 
,- \ -

\ 
Thanking you 
vet-y dear Mt-. 

for your 
Pt-esioen: ., 

onsideratior,; and supp□i,-t • I am, 

Sin~ urs, ) 

Mr ,.-<Jo~De Armas Jt- . / 
F;f~sident 
~eirut Memorial Fund~ Inc. 

/ >< -

l. n 

my 



BEIRUIT MEMORIAL FUND 
P.O. Box 559002 • Miami, Florida 33255 • (305) 662-0642 
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DEARMAS.871110 

Thank you for your letter of August 22 to President Reagan 

informing him about your project to erect a memorial in 

honor of the 241 men who lost their lives in the 1983 bomb

ing of Marine Corps barracks in Beirut. I regret the delay 

in this response to your letters. 

Your desire to pay tribute to the memory of these fine men, 

27 of whom were from the State of Florida, is understood. 

The President has been very proud to learn of the efforts 

undertaken in many areas of the country to commemorate their 

courage and sacrifice. He recognizes the special bonds of 

friendship and memory which exist among the families of the 

U. S. servicemen who were killed or wounded in Beirut . The 

following addresses may be useful to you and your associates 

in seeing your project through to completion: 

Editor 

Marine Corps Gazette 

and Leatherneck 

Box 1775 

Quantico, VA 22134 

Editor 

Navy Times 

475 School Street, S.W. 

Washington, DC 20024 

For assistance in generating publicity for the project at 

key milestones along the way to its completion, write to: 

Commandant of the Marine Corps 

Headquarters Marine Corps (PAC) 



Washington, DC 20380-0001 

(202) 694-4080 

For details on the efforts which led to the successful crea

tion of the Jacksonville, North Carolina/Camp LeJeune Beirut 

Memorial, contact: 

Mr. Abe Rosen 

Beirut Memorial Committee Chairman 

Beirut Memorial Fund 

P.O. Box 128 

Jacksonville, NC 28540 

( 919) 347-3244 

For information on other memorials to the men lost in 

Beirut, please contact: 

Mrs. Judy Young 

324 Center Street 

Moorestown, NJ 08057 

Mrs. Young is former editor of the newspaper, Beirut 

Connection. 

You may also be able to obtain personnel assistance in your 

project by contacting the following: 



Director 

Headquarters 6th Marine 

Recruiting District 

1365 Peachtree Street, N.E. 

Atlanta, GA 30309 

( 404) 347-7550 

Mr. Charles B. Reinges 

Director 

Young Marines Organization 

P.O. Box 72 

Ada, MI 49301 

I hope you find this information helpful. If the White 

House can be of further assistance to you, please do not 

hesitate to write. 

With the President's warm best wishes, 



~ r 



BEIRUT MEMORIAL FUND 
Miami, Florida 

I 
I / 1 

PRESIDENT VICE PRESIDENT SECRETARY 

JOSEPH DE ARMAS, JR. PATRICK O.M. BIRCH BRO. B.R. PHELIX, CFC, Ed D 

\ 
TREASURER 

STEVEN FRIEDMAN 



THE BEIRUT TRAGEDY MONUMENT 

On October 23, 1983, we lost 241 American Military men in a senseless 
bombing in Beirut, Lebanon. It was early Sunday morning when Florida 
found out t.hat 27 of otw scm~; wt:?re ki 11 ed in t.hc:d.: di sastt:•,!I'" ~ f i vf,i o+ 
them from Dade County alone. That's when Joe De Armas, through help of 
thf.,·! mr?dia .1 -ff.-~Vf.•,•r"is;hly bE•<;,:,1cu·i cont<,\c:tinq other .. Dadt::° County fc,Hll:i.lir~r;.; ;:,.~; 
they waited to hear the fate of their children. It was a day Joe will 
never forget, when on Wednesday Oct 27, he saw his son, Kenny, alive, 
Wf::!ll anc:I wavinq on TV. Hi~, f:?Nc:i.tf,~mt:•?nt c:lid not kec-!p h:irn fr·om hir; 
c:Dmmitment to comfor .. t th£:? F:odr·ique>,.'. fc,\mily .:::1nd 1-'Jait. 1-'J :ith them c:lur·:inq 
those anxious hours, hoping they would be as fortunate as he. 
Unfortunately, Sgt. Juan Carlos Rodriguez did not make it home. 

Du,,·inq t .he .:':in:-:iout=,; l-'JeE1kc.; ,,,\hf:.~ad._, ,Joe c::ont:.inut:?c:I hic.; unoffic:i,::il job c,\S 
local family coordinator. For this he was eventually honored by the 
PFC Bruce W. Carter detachment of the Marine Corps League, Miami 9 Fl., 
for his unselfish efforts. However Joe did not stop there. He began 
an effort to have a memorial built for these men, so that Florida 
would never forget the untimely death of our yDuths in this disaster. 

Sometime in early 1984, Joe's urge to build a memorial became stronger 
and stronqer. He began his search for guidance and help from the PFC. 
Brucf,? W. Car .. tE·r· d£0t,,·,1c::hment. v,hich, within ,:1 f:,,hor .. t t:i.mE?? initi,':\t€':!c:I and 
formed a committee to incorporated the Beirut Memorial Fund Inc., 
P,1~t1" :i ck D . M • Bi r·c:h, Cornm21nc:lant of thP L.f.0aquE~ det.;:1chment, was voted 
President/ Joe De Armas, Vice President/ Sylvia M.O'Brien, Treasurer, 
and Frt,\nk Kovi:':\c::krc; Jr·., ~3f.0cr£2tat··y. l;Jith off:ic:ially r·pc::oqni'i.'.t'?d support 
of a VEitPrcm•c, Drqc~rd ,.'. at ion? ~Jot:~ bpqan to f2nvi si on hi,;; cfr'ec,\m turning 
:into r·t'?,,:1.lity. 

(.) met:•:~t.ing wa~;; c~r·r"aiqnc~d with th<::? Dc\c:1€0 County Par .. ks and r .. ec::r·f2at.ion DE•
partment's Assistant Director and Chief of Operations, Charles W. 
Pezoldt, Ph.D At this meeting the project was ei-:plained, and we agreed 
to comply with the County's desire for a structure which would blend in 
with the particular park ' s theme: nothing too militaristic nor 
1°·€~f:>f~~mblinq a cemE~t.€'~t .. ·y·--type s;tonE•. Thf:? c:ornmitt.e1e then began meeting 
with Vi.:\r .. :i.ou£0, sculpt.or .. ~, but just c:oulcln 't find thf,~mf.5E!lVf:?~.; comfortable 
with any designs until one clay Dr. Salvador Lew, owner of a Miami His
panic: RadiD Station, WHRC, introduced Joe and the memorial committee 
to a ~,c::ul ptor fr· i £'::nd of his, F{af ael Consueqr" '"', who r~>: pr·c-:ssprJ his 
delight in desiqn:inq a memorial befitting their cause. Keeping all the 
I'' +:,•:qu :i. r· f:?Hlf.,1nt. ~:; c:1nc.1 dt:0£;; i r·f:?~, of t. hr:,: commj. t t. f.:!E• in mind, Rafael ~,et c)ut. to 
d€·?£>iqn t.hr,i sculpt.or·, 2,s~";:i.stec:I by his qood fri£.'!nd ML'!, Jose A. f➔ gL.tE:r·o 

P • E • , a c:on~;u]. t. :i. ng enq i neE~t·" . Tht:0y wi 1 l i nq donc\tt:0d t:.hei r· t :i me cmd 
efforts to thi~,, i,.mr .. t.hy c::,,H.l~:iE?. The mc:;numt:mt which will havE! a pyramid 
base representing the Middle East, will support a celestial starburst. 

{)£,; t. i mr,1 vmn t on , 
q;;;1i n i nq mor·E·: ancl 
memorial services, 
various Veterans 
,.:\£,k i nq whc·,\t they 
the PFC. Bruce W. 

the Beirut Memorial Fund Inc::. and the memorial began 
mc:wc• c~t. tent i cm • Thr·ouqh the1 l oc.,·d mE'.:>d i a and 1 oc::al 

and through Joe De Ar~as dedication to the project, 
organization started contactinq the committee and 

could do to help. The list grew, first o+ course was 
Carter detachment, Marine Corps leaque, then came the 



Vf.•,ite,:.ir .. ,·,1n~;; of ForE~iqn War .. f:,., init.i2,1t.ec:I t.hr .. ouqh F'or,;;t l02:l2, Miami, Fla " 
who adopted a resolution then had it passed at Florida State convention 
June, 1986. to support the memorial • The Paralyzed Veterans 
Association of Florida, Amvets of Fl, The American Leqion of Fl., The 
,J i:•?W:l i,;;h WE1r Vetf.;>r·· anf:~,, thr.•? D:i. i,;;ab led {)mer· i C::c.'ln VE>trar .. ans, Vi E•tnam VPtf?Y-' i:':ins 
of America, as well as others. 

Thr:? Bf.;!irut ME•mc:w :i.al :ls (projec:t.r.:-:•c:1) to bf.?. clec:licatPc:I latE•r this yE~c:'tr" or .. 
early part of next . at a site in Dade County ' s new Amelia Earhart Park. 
Thi~,, waf:,; mc,1clf.:> <'~ r .. e,,:\J i ty thn::iuqh thE; hr::d. p o-f D,,HJf:? County Pi:'H"k ;,,ind 
Recreation Director, Mr Bill Bird. 

Ml' ... Bir .. c:I wa•;;; imprP~,;~;;F!d with itf::; clei,:;1qn ancl c::oncE;pt ,1 alr:,;D offPY"E?d t:.ht;) 
c:omrnitt!•:;!E~ thi~;; ~;;:i.te c:~ncl i:':'1<::;<::;i<:=..t.0:.cl in f:5.Pc::ur·inq thP nec::essar-·y approval 

___ _.__-i:•?qu:lrr?d by th!❖? D,ac:ii:•? C.ounty _C..c:imm_i_ .. ~,Li5i()n_e❖?r 1,;. ___ ______ _ __ _ 

South Florida State Senator, Dexter W. Lehtinen, a former Green Beret, 
who was himself wounded in Vietnam, i s the legal advisor for the Beirut 
Memorial Fund. Just as enthusiasm has been growing among the Veteran 
or-·q,aniz;;:1t:i.oni::; so ht:,c.:; it bequn to fine:! roots in Florida 's political 
community as well, 

The committee feels that it is only fitting that the this Memorial be 
dedicated in the memory of the Two-hundred forty-one young men who lost 
their lives for our great country, and especially the Twenty-seven 
Flor·:i.d:lan•;;;. vJr,~ 1,Jif:,;h th,':\t tht·?Y nE•Vf::!r-· be for-·gott.f:,:>n ancl t .hat thE'Y b<o~ an 
everlasting reminder to all of us of the sacrifices mac:le by the proud 
men women of this great country, Just as we have memorials dedicated to 
w,;·:1r· hPn::lf::•ic.; of Ed .I. p1r•pvi nus c::onf l i c:t1::; i::;uc::h a•;~ thP {~mr1r·i. c:an Y"f::>vol ut :i. on'-' 
the Spanish American War , World War I , World War II, the Korean War and 
Vietnam, LET US ALSO HAVE A BEIRUT MEMORIAL OF FLORIDA. 

"M(.W NO AMEf\ I Cf,\N EVER FtmGFT THOSE WHD HAVE SAc1:u F' I CED THE If\ I... I VFS 
HU THf~T WE: M{W CONT I NUE TO HE THE [~F~E{Yl"f.::sr COUNTF~Y 01\f E{~F~TH" 

Your DONATION and SUPPORT is needed NOW. They went there Dn a Mission 
of F'((•? ,acf,J 1 +cw YOU, _±_()r· US, -For i:;:·f~EEDOtl, __ l..."·?t. 's NOT _fon.:.p?t thi:;1m 

II BL.E!::;f:>ED ARE THE PE(.~CEl<EEPEf~S II 

I-f you wish to help or part1c::1pate, please feel -Free to write or c::all 
for .. :info1, .. rnat:ion. 

Joseph De Armas Jr. 
4· 1 N. E. :l T':o fr\:n:·?f.'Jt. 
North Miami Beach, FL 

Phone: (305) 754-0510 
( NEW NUMBEF< 

-J 11e,ee 
~ S "t?tV 1> Ill ;JI 



BLESSED ARE THE PEACEKEEPERS 
FLORIDA HONOR ROLL 
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SGT 

USN 
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CPL 
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LCPL 
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PFC 

CPL 

SGT 

CPL 

PFC 

1st LT. 

1st LT. 

SGT 

SGT 

CPL 

CPL 

CPL 

SSGT 

CPL 

HAJOR 

CLEHON ALEXANDER 

BRETT CROFT 

JESSE H. BEAHON 

JOHN 

JUAN 

HILLIAH BLOCKER 

HIGUEL COHAS 

ROBERT ALLEN CONLEY 

JAHES E. FAULK 

HILLIAH R. 

JEFFREY T. 

FERRANDY D. 

GAINES JR. 

HATHAHAY 

HENDERSON 

RODOLFO HERNANDEZ 

DONALD HAYNE HILDRETH 

NATHANIEL HALTER JENKINS 

FREAS HENRY KREISCHER III 

HICHAEL SCOTT LARIVIERE 

PAUL D. LYON JR. 

JACK LEE HARTIN 

DAVID JOHNS NAIRN 

CLYDE 

PATRICK 

UAYNE PLYHEL 

KERRY PRINDEVILLE 

JUAN CARLOS RODRIGUEZ 

GUILLERHO SAN PEDRO 

KIRK HALL SHITH 

STEPHEN EUGENE SPENCER 

JOHN RICHARD HEYL 

RODNEY JAY HILLIAHS 

HILLIAH ELLIS HINTER 

HONTICELLO 

LAKELAND 

HAINES CITY 

YULEE 

HIALEAH 

ORLANDO 

PANAHA CITY 

PORT CHARLOTTE 

PENSACOLA 

TAHPA 

COCOA BEACH 

CLERHONT 

DAYTONA BEACH 

INDIALANTIC 

PERRY 

HILTON 

SANFORD 

OCOEE 

HERRIT ISLAND 

GAINESVILLE 

HIAHI 

HIALEAH 

HIAHI 

HARY ESTHER 

LARGO 
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INCOMING 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
CORRESPONDENCE TRACKING WORKSHEET 

DATE RECEIVED: APRIL 08, 1987 

NAME OF CORRESPONDENT: MR. JOSEPH DEARMAS JR. 

SUBJECT: REQUESTS SUPPORT FOR THE BEIRUT MEMORIAL FUND 
WHICH PLANS TO CONSTRUCT A MONUMENT IN HONOR 
OF THE 241 AMERICAN SERVICEMEN WHO LOST THEIR 
LIVES ON OCT 23 83 IN THE BEIRUT TRAGEDY* 

ACTION 

ID# 475820 

DISPOSITION 

ROUTE TO: ACT DATE TYPE C COMPLETED 
OFFICE/AGENCY (STAFF NAME) CODE YY/MM/DD RESP D YY /MM/DD~ . 
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REFER QUESTIONS AND ROUTING UPDATES TO CENTRAL REFERENCE 
(ROOM 75,OEOB) EXT-?.590 

KEEP THIS WORKSHEET ATTACHED TO THE ORIGINAL INCOMING 
LETTER AT ALL TIMES AND SEND COMPLETED RECORD TO RECORDS 
MANAGEMENT. 
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"BLESSED ARE THE PEACEKEEPERS" 

• 
Proudly Supported By 

MONUMENT 
OF FL. ORIDA AMELIA EARHART PARK 

M1 am1 Florida 



{ . 
BEIRUT MEMORIAL FUND INC . 

. "BLESSED ARE THE PEACEKEEPERS" 

JOSEPH DE ARMAS, JR. 
VICE PRESIDE/'IT 

CI-WRl'IAN FUND RAISrNG C01'\MJTTEE 

PO. Box 559002 Miami. Florida 33255 

(305) 662-0642 

DONATION FORM: 
BEIRUT MEMORIAL FUND 

PLEASE FIND ENCLOSED, MY/ OUR DONATION 

CREDIT MY VET ORGANIZATION (VFW, MCL,ETC.) 

PLEASE ACCEPT MY DONATION: S _______ _ 

NAME (PLEASE PRINT) 

City State Z · 
ADDRESS 

CHECK I MONEY ORDER PAYABLE TO: 

BEIRUT MEMORIAL FUND 

I 
I 

I 

' 



EXECUTIVE OFFICERS 
PRESIDENT 
PATRICK OM BIRCH, MCL 

VICE PRESIDENT 
CHAIRMAN - FUND RAISING 
COMMITTEE 
JOSEPH DEARMAS, JR. MCL, VFW 

SECRETARY 
FRANK J . KOVACS, JR. , MCL 

TREASURER 
SYLVIA M. O'BRIEN, MCL 

((7S-S~D 

BEIRUT MEMORIAL FUND 
P.O. Box 559002 • Miami, Florida 33255 • (305) 662-0642 

President Ronald 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvani 
Washington, DC 

Dear Mr. Preside 

April 3, 1987 

Since that trag i ate o ctober 23 , 1983, 
when 241 Ameri ervic €m n lost their lives 
in the trage South Florida 
have been wo two years on 

- - --

the Beirut ns to construct 
a monument ~~-1.-,-,.>;.--''r-,1--,-...,.....,,~ ia Earhart Park 
in Dade -c-ou· 

I have been i 
the 27 young 
as well as wi 
television, a 
for the first 
which I am fo 

families of 
t their liv es , 
m both radio and 
eted the mailing 

ed materials 

Any suJ2I2 or e ive to 
t his pro:ec ted. We 
are env :i! s~ ~ ~ ., e dedication 
of th ~ ~ Yas ans who 
lost b ' eir 1 r youn g 
men_1Who trag ] er ' ves. 

Thanking yo j fo~ yo J r consid · n of this 
material , r/ at my ery ] dear resident, 

Sincer lyw.s , 

V -P . ~clent ~ 
Chair Fundraising \ 
Beiru ~ orial fl, In~. 

P.S. - God bl / s you 



EXECUTIVE OFFICERS 
PRESIDENT 
PATRICK OM BIRCH, MCL 

VICE PRESIDENT 
CHAIRMAN - FUND RAISING 
COMMITTEE 
JOSEPH DEARMAS, JR. MCL, VFW 

SECRETARY 
FRANK J. KOVACS, JR. , MCL 

TREASURER 
SYLVIA M. O'BRIEN, MCL 

BEIRUT MEMORIAL FUND 
P.O. Box 559002 • Miami, Flor ida 33255 • (305) 662-0642 

Dear Friend: 

On October 23, 198 1, in Beir 'ti , Lebanon, two hundred and 
forty-one of our A e n~· can Mi/1 1 tary Servicemen were k i 11 ed 
in a senseless, and unfor~ivable terrorist bombing. 
Twenty seven of these young Af ericans were from the State 
of Florida. Twenty five were U.S. Marines and two were 
U.S . Navy Corpsmen. \ I 
The BEIRUT MEMOR * FUND, NC . , has been created for the 
purpose of build~ a \ suitapt',f/,,_~onument on a portion of 
F 1 0 r i d a s O i1 s l ~ai t! i n gJ /.t r;ti b u t e, t O th e s u p rem e s a C r i -
fice made by h-e e, or.:, ve m1en l his monument will be 
bu i 1 t and off;" i a 1 l\y ctf'e d;i c /t e d to the i r ever l a s ti n g 
memory in Dade oun t-y, 1jl odla 1 s Amelia Earhart Park. 
(Projected dedica · on ate is Saturday, October 24, 
198 7) . 

These dedicated BEIRUT on a mission of 
peace. We wil . Through your sup port 
and help. y I c eternal part of this 
monument. 

For your/ Nen/.fl ~n 9 we your contribu tion 
form an om Rllm ary or your suppo rt. 

Thank ou. 

God Bless You. 

Patrick O.M. 
President 

'/~ 
eph DeArmas , Jr . 
e President 

~ irman: Fund Rai si ng 
tt ommittee 

PROUDLY su 7PORTED BY: 

MARINE co/Jp s LEAGU ' PARALYZ ED l - f\ 
VETERA ASSOCIATION OF FL , 

V~TERANS OF i o~e IGN WARS, 

/ MVETS, RE • ER E OFFICERS 

VI ET, M VETERANS OF 

ASSO\ ATION OF FL 

AMER IC A, 



P'VAF 
Paralyzed Veterans 
Association 
of Florida, Inc. 

March 1987 

Dear Members & Friends: 

MEMBER CHAPTER 
PARALYZED VETERANS OF AMERICA, INC. 

The Paralyzed Veterans Association Of Florida has joined with 

the Veterans Of Foreign Wars, Vietnam Veterans Of America, Amvets, 

Marine Corps League, and the Reserve Officers Association of 

Florida in support of the BEIRUT MEMORIAL FUND. 

This fund was created to raise money to build a suitable monument 

in lasting tribute to those 241 servicemen killed in Lebanon, on 

October 23, 1983 in a terrorist attack. 

We hope you will review the enclosed material and support this 

project. 

PVAF, Inc. 

6200 N. Andrews Avenue Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33309 305 -771-7822 



BEIRUT MEMORIAL FUND. 
pn Box 559002 • Mia mi , Flor ida 33255 • (305 ) 662-0642 
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PRESIDENT VICE PRESIDENT SECRETARY TREASURER 
PATR ICK OM BIRCH, MCL CHAIRMAN - FUND RAISING FRANK J KOVACS, JR , MCL SYLVIA M. O'BRI EN, MCL 

COMMITTEE 
JOSEPH DE ARMAS. JR. MCL. VFW 



THE BEIRUT TRAGEDY MONUMENT 

On October 23, 1983 , we lost 241 American Milit ary men in a sense l ess 
bombing in Beirut, Lebanon. It was early Sunday morning when Fl ori da 
found out that 27 of our sons were killed in that disaster, five of 
them from Dade County alone . That's when Joe DeArmas, through help of 
the media, feverishly began contacting other Dade County families as 
they waited to hear the fate of their children. It was a day Joe 
DeArmas will never forget, when on Wednesday, Oct. 27th, he saw his 
son, Kenny, alive, well and waving on TV. His excitement did not keep 
him from his commitment to comfort the Rodriguez family and wait with 
them during those anxious hours, hoping they would be as fortunate as 
he. Unfortunately, Sgt. Juan Carlos Rodriguez did not make it home. 
He was on e of the casualti es . 

During the anxious weeks ahead, Joe DeArmas continued his unofficial 
job as local family coordinator. For this was eventually honored by 
the PFC Bruce W. Carter detachment of the Mari ne Corps Lea gue, Miam i, 
Florida, for his unselfish efforts. However Joe did not stop there. He 
single-handedly began an effort to have a monum en t for thes e men, so 
that Flor ida would nev e r forget the untimel y death of our youths in 
this disaster . From Dade County a l one , the following Marines lost 
th eir lives: Sgt. Juan Carlos Rodriguez; Cpl. Billy San Pedro ; Pfc. 
Juan Comas; Cpl . Kirk Smith; and Cpl. Rodney Williams. 

Sometime in Early 1984, Joe 's urg e to bui l d a monument became stronger 
and stronger . He began his s e arch for guidance and help from the PFC . 
Bruce W. Carter detachment which, within a short time, initiated and 
formed a committee to incorporate the Beirut Memorial Fund. Inc. 
Patrick 0 . M. Birch, commandant of the league detachment, was voted 
President, Joe DeArmas , Vi ce President, Sylvia M. O'Brien, Treasurer, 
and Frank Kovacs Jr . , Secretary . With officially recognized support of 
a Veteran's Organizat i on, Joe began to envision his dream turning into 
reality. 

A meeting was arranged with the Dade County Park and Recreation De
partment's Assistant Di rector and Chief of Operations , Charles W. 
Pezoldt , Ph.D . At this meet in g the project was explained, and we 
agreed to comp l y with the county's desire for a structure which would 
blend in with the particular park's theme: nothing too militaristic 
nor resembl i ng a cemetery - type stone . The committee then began meeting 
with various sculptors but just couldn't find themselves comfortable 
with any designs until one day Dr . Salvador Lew, owner of a Miami 
Hispanic Rad i o Stat ion, WHRC, introdu ced J oe and the monument commit
tee to a sculpto r f ri end of his, Rafael Consuegra, who exp r essed his 
delight i n design in g a memorial be fittin g their cause. Keeping all the 
requirements in mi nd , and the desi r es of the committee, Rafael 
Consuegra set out to design the scu l pture , assisted by his good friend 
Mr. Jose A. Aguero P.E ., a consulting engiTieer . They willingly donat~ 
ed their time and efforts to this worthy cause. The monument which 
will have a pyramid base, representing the Middle East, will support a 
celestial starburst. 



As time went on, the Beirut Memorial Fund and the monument began gain
ing more and more attention. Thr ough local media, local memorial ser -
vices, and through Joe DeArmas dedication to the project, various 
veterans organizations started contacting the committee and asking 
what they could do to help. The list grew. First, of course , was PFC 
Bruce W. Carter , detachment, Marine Corps League. Then came The Vet
erans Of Foreign Wars, initiated through Jose Marti Post 10212, Miami, 
Fl. who passed a res oluti on supporting the monument, the Paralyzed 
Veterans As sociation of Florida, Disabled American Veterans, Jewish 
War Veterans, Fleet Reserves Association, and Vietnam Veterans of 
America, as well as othe rs. 

The monument is (projected) to be dedicated ,on Saturday, October 24, 
19 87, at a site in Dade County's new Amelia Earhart Park. This was 
made a reality through the help of the Dade County Park and Recreation 
Di rector ., Mr. B_iJ_l _ Bi rd. _____ ____ _ __ 

Mr. Bill Bird was impressed with its design and concept. Mr. Bird 
also offered the committee this site and assisted in secu r ing the 
necessary approval required by the Dade County Commissioners. The 
date is very special beca use it is within one day of the fourth ann
iversary of the Beirut bombing which occurred on October 23, 1983, the 
committee chose a Saturday, one day later to accommodate those who 
would be more likely to attend. 

South Florida State Senator Dexter W. Lehtinen, a former Green Beret, 
who was himself wounded in Vietnam, is the official legal advisor for 
the Beirut Memorial Fund. Just as enthusiasm has been growing among 
the veterans organizations, so has it begun to find roots in Florida's 
political community as well. 

The committee feels that it is only fitting that this monument be 
dedicated in the memory of the two hundred forty-one young men who 
lost their lives for our great country, and especially the twenty
seven Floridians from our State. We wish that they never be forgotten 
and that they be an everlasting reminder to all of us of the sacrific
es made by th e proud men and women of this great country. Just as we 

- R-a----v e - me m o-r i a 1 s de di ca te.d to w_a r __ b_e r o_e S_Q_f _a.J_]_p. r_e_c_e_dj_n_g_ c__o_n__f_U__c_t_s __ s_u~ h~ -
a s the American Revolution , the Spanish American War, World War I, 
World War II, the Korean War, and Vietnam, LET US HAVE A BEIRUT 
MEMORIAL FOR FLORIDA. 

11 MAY NO AMERICAN EVER FORGET THOSE WHO HAVE SACRIFICED THEIR LIVES 
SO THAT WE MAY CONTINUE TO BE THE GREATEST COUNTRY ON EARTH. 11 

The business of the hour is at hand. Funds must be collected before 
any ground-breaking can be done. Either the monies must be collected 
1n full , or a bond must be posted to guarantee the Monument's con
struction. 

Please 
173rd 
0642. 

"BLESSED ARE THE PEACEKEEPERS" 

contact Joseph De Armas for additional information at 41 
Street North Miami Beach, Florida 33162, Telephone (305) 

N • E • 
662-



BLESSED ARE THE PEACEKEEPERS 

FLORIDA HONOR ROLL 

CPL 

- USN 
L.CPL. 

PFC 

SGT 

CPL 

- U S N 
CPL 

PFC 

LCPL 

LCPL. 

SSGT 

PFC 

CPL 

SGT 

CPL 

PFC 

LT 

LT 

SGT 

SGT 

CPL 

CPL 

CPL 

SSGT 

CPL 

MAJ 

1 . 

CLEMON ALEXANDER 

JESSE W- BEAMON 

JOHN · W- BLOCKER 

.:TUAN . COMAS 
. \ 

ROBERT A. CONLEY 

BRETT A- CROFT 

JAMES E- FAULK 

WILL I AM R- G A I N ES 

JEFFRE Y T. HATTAWAY 

FERRANDY D- H E NDERSON 

RUDOLFO HERNANDEZ 

DONALD W_ HILDRETH 

NATHANIEL W. JENKINS 

FREAS H- KREISCHER, lll 

MICHAELS- LARIVIERE 
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