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THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

April 3, 1987 

TO: Frank Carlucci 

RE: Dick Stone 

These are the Dick Stone papers I 

spoke of. 
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A Proposal to Close the Palestinian Refugee Camps and 

Relocate the Palestinians in Decent Family Housing 

Background 

For more than thirty-five years and currently, the 

Palestinian Arab refugees in the Lebanese and other 

camps have: 

1. Lived as displaced persons; 

2. Caused or unwittingly invited attacks on 

themselves by Arabs and Israelis; 

3. Supplied recruits and trainees for conventional 

and also unconventional "terrorists" actions; 

4. Recurrently stimulated factional disputes and 

fighting in the Palestinian and wider Arab 

communities and have neither gained nor made 

substantially closer their goal of return to a 

Palestinian homeland within Israel or the occu­

pied territories. 

On the other hand the other Palestinian Arabs, not 

in the camps, have: 

1. Made successful economic and social livelihoods 

in other Arab as well as in other foreign lands; 

2. Become productive members of their residential 

communities; 

3. Not invited nor stimulated factional or foreign 

attacks on themselves; 

R. B. Stone 



4. Not reduced their support for a Palestinian 

homeland. 

Proposal 

Without requiring reduction of their support for 

their cause of seeking a homeland in the territories 

administered by Israel or return to their original 

residences within Israel, the Palestinian Arabs of the 

camps should be relocated as family units to residences 

and provided job opportunities wherever feasible but 

not in connection with any camp. These locations 

2. 

should be mainly within the Arab and Moslem region but 

also in at least symbolic numbers in Israel and the ter­

ritories and also in the United States and elsewhere. 

The camps should be closed. 

Finances 

For decades the United States has been the main 

contributor to UNWRRA for the maintenance of the Pales­

tinians in the camps. This funding should be withheld 

and instead offered with appropriate increases for the 

resettlement of these camp people. 

The Mid-East Situation 

It has been felt that the Arab world preferred the 

camp arrangement for the purpose of stimulating Pales-

tin~ighters 

R. B. Stone 

and providing visible symbolism of the 



homelessness of the Palestinians, nevertheless, there 

are various national interests within the Arab world 

which can be called upon to gain support for this 

program. 

With regard to Lebanon specifically: Syria op­

poses the camps which have proved highly disruptive to 

any orderliness within the country and of great diffi­

culty to Syria's role as a major custodian in Lebanon. 

Saudia Arabia and other Arab moderate countries could 

3. 

be approached on the basis that eliminating the camps 

reduces threats of revolutionary terrorism in the region. 

They have already received certain numbers of Palestin­

ians as working people and temporary residents. 

Passports could be issued by these countries mani­

festing, in effect, dual citizenship e.g., Kuwait and 

also as a Palestinian so as not to abandon "the cause . " 

Israel could be approached to accept a symbolic number 

of the older refugees as returnees on the basis that the 

closing of the camps greatly reduces their security 

problems both immediately and in the long run. Consid­

erable detailed analyses and preparation by experts in 

the Department would be highly useful in staffing out 

roposal. 

R. ne 



4. 

Although the major priority should be the closing 

of the Lebanese camps, those camps remaining in Jordan, 

on the West Bank and Gaza ought also to be closed in 

the same way. Not all of the Palestinians in Lebanon 

would need to leave Lebanon, but in order to provide 

any change at all for all the militias and the factions 

in Lebanon ultimately to work something out, the remo­

val of this particular irritant would be a great con­

tribution. 

The Domestic United States Situation and Conclusion 

With the intertwining difficulties of Iran and 

Nicaragua and the change of control in the Senate and 

the forthcoming Presidential and Congressional elec­

tions, the need for foreign policy bipartisanship has 

greatly increased and will continue to increase during 

the next two years. The concept of resettling of the 

Palestinian refugees will have a bipartisan appeal. 

It confronts humanitarian as well as geopolitical is­

sues in a practical way and allows the various opinions 

in Congress to coalesce. This proposal changes the 

exclusive emphasis from repetitive efforts to commence 

peace negotiations and seeks a substantial change in 

the facts on t~e ground from which a new Palestinian 

and Arab approach to negotiations might be developed. 

Therefore, it would allow the President and the 

R~one 



Secretary to mobilize United States public and 

Congressional opinion during a very difficult 

political period. 

R.B. Stone 
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NICARAGUAN ISSUE 

The Administration wants to obtain new Congressional 

funding of approximately $100 million for the Contras in 

order (A} to put pressure on the Contras to block their sup­

port of guerrillas and insurrections in other Central Ameri­

can and Latin countries and (B} to press the Sandinista 

Government of Nicaragua into a reasonable stance on arms 

reduction, pluralism and internal reform, and, if possible, 

severance from the Soviet Bloc. The Congress led by Demo­

crats asserts that the Administration has not . been and is 

not now serious about negotiating with the -Sandinista Govern­

ment and seeks a military solution by having the Contras try 

to overthrow the Sandinistas. 

Without a change in the Congressional situation~ the 

needed majority·in Congress particularly in the House will 

not be forthcoming and the Contra money will not be voted. 

I suggest that an effort be made by the Administration 

with the Congressional leadership, including Committee 

leadership i.e., Chairmen and ranking members of the Appro­

priations Subcommittees as well as the Foreign Relations and 

Foreign Affairs Committee and the Majority· and Minority Lead­

ers of the Senate and the Speaker and Minority Leader of the 

House, whereby the Administration will evidence a major diplo­

matic negotiating effort to support the ARIAS Plan as it is 

modified by the Central American leaders during the next 

several months. The time limit for the effort should be 

a month or so later than the time that the Administration 



would have obtained the Contra funding if the votes were 

presently attainable. 

2. 

In order to establish both the bona fides and per­

suasiveness of the Administration's efforts, it should agree 

to and should appoint a Congressional observer team to 

include members of objective stature i.e., a Nancy Kassebaum 

in the Senate and a Dante Fascell in the House. There are 

ample precedents for such Congressional presences e.g., at 

our UN Delegation in New York and Geneva or to observe nego­

tiations between the Soviets and ourselves or to observe 

Central American elections. The arrangement would be such 

that if the Sandinista Government refuses reasonable conces­

sions toward verifiable abstinence from support of guerrillas 

and insurrections abroad and internal democratization within 

Nicaragua then in such case the Congressional leadership 

commits to permit the Contra funding. Likewise, the Admin­

istration would agree to drop the request for Contra fund­

ing if the Sandinista Government does make substantial and 

reasonable concessions in the major negotiating areas. 

With such an approach Contra funding is a real 

possibility. Without it, not. 
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ACTION 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C . 20506 

July 15, 1987 

MEMORANDUM FOR FRANK C. CARLUCCI 

FROM: ROBERT B. OAKLEY<S/) 

SUBJECT: Appointment for Elie Salem 

5321 

The de facto Lebanese Foreign Minister, Elie Salem, will be in 
Washington for four days, starting Sunday. He frequently serves 
as President Gemayel's special envoy for foreign affairs with the 
U.S., Syria and European governments. Elie has asked for 
appointments with George Shultz, yourself, Dick Murphy and me. 
His visit comes at an important time for Lebanon, particularly 
its political future , its relations with Syria and terrorism. 
President Gemayel has already expressed his concerns in a letter 
to President Reagan. 

I believe you should see him and suggest Monday. We would ask 
Murphy to join the meeting, lest State feel left out. 

RECOMl"\fENDATION 

That you see Elie Salem n Monday , July 20. 

Approve Disapprove 
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October 20, 1987 

The Honorable William L. Ball, III 
Assistant to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Will: 

C O MMITTEE ON ENERG Y 

A N D C OMMERCE 

SUBCOMMITTEES : 

E NERGY A ND POWER 

TR AN SPORT A T I O N, TOUR IS M, 

A ND H A Z A RDOUS M AT ERI A L,$ 

For your kind consideration and attention, I am enclosing a 
letter I received from my constituent, Mr. Ed Kahalley, Sr., 
along with a copy of a speech made by Senator Jesse Helms 
outlining his concerns for the current situation in Lebanon. 

Your comments regarding the attached will be appreciated. 

With kindest regards, I am 

SC/hv 

Enclosures (2) 
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September 29, 1987 

U.S. Representative Sonny Callahan 
1213 Longworth H.O.B. 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Representative Callahan: 

Please take a few minutes to read the enclosed 
copy of a letter written to President Reagan, plus the 
enclosed copy of a Washington Post article and a copy of 
a speech made by Senator Jesse Helms to the United 
States Senate. Although we mailed you a copy of Senator 
Helms speech previously, we enclose this copy because it 
is pertinent to this correspondence. 

We agree wholeheartedly with Senator Helms speech. 
It is an accurate description of the facts as they 
currently exist in the Middle East. 

In addition, we have had several letters recently 
from the United States Department of State which concern 
us greatly. Please note the accented portion of Senator 
Helms speech as it pertains to actions of our State 
Department. 

If you agree with Senator Helms, and we feel you 
do, we need your help. 

After you have had an opportunity to review this 
correspondence, we trust you will write us and tell us 
that you do agree with Senator Helms and that you too 
will express your thoughts on this matter to the 
President and to the State Department. 

Lebanese Americans throughout this great nation of 
ours, like the Lebanese Americans in Alabama, are 
greatly concerned for the life of their mother country. 
This is a crisis that needs immediate attention. Please 
let us hear from you as soon as possible. 

Yours, 

Y, SR. 
f The Board 
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Syria' Threatens Le\>anon's Democracy 
(The follou:int l{Htth wcu deliUf!red 
by Senator JnM He/nu in the Unit­
ed State, Senate. In hia l{Hech, 
the Senator out/inn hr:. conum for 
the c~nt ,ituacion in Lebanon. 
It la rtprinted in The Challenge 
for the ~tter undtrstandi1'16 of our 
readers regarding American JJ-Olicy 
in Lebanon 1111d the Middui East.) 

Mr. Prmdent, I am deeply 
concerned about development& over 
the put few days in Lebanon and 
about the lack of a coherent and 
forceful American policy in support 
of President Amine Gi?mayel and 
Lebanese democracy. 

The United St.ates should sup. 
po~ through timely and effective 
action, the continuation of Leba­
nese democratic institutio~ in the 
face of a brutal occupation by 
Syrian and In.nian troops. There is 
no su~titu~ at this time !or 
tangible &Mi.rtance to the con-
1titutional armed forces of Leba­
non in order to maintain demo­
cratic processes and to afford a 
measure of stability in this war tom 
n.a.tion. 

cal vacuum ~ted by Syna, we 
must ask ounelves whether Syria 
will iu.Jeuh dniatic action• in the 
cominc day. and weeu to destroy 
Lebanese sovereignty and indepen­
dence. There is widespread fear in 
Lebanon that Syria will. Such 
action could even include the 
forcible remonl of President 
GemayeJ from office aa well as the 
i.ae of major military force. Jmt 
hut week, there wu a rocket 
attack against the Presidential 
Palace. 

I would remind Senaton that 
Lebanon i.a the oldest democracy 
in the Middle Eut. While under 
the French mandate established 
after World War I, Lebanon had 
ita fi:rU presidential and parlia­
mentary elections in 1926. In 
1943, with the U&i.5tance of the 
United States. Lebanon became a 
!ully IO'l~ and independent 
counuy. Throughout this period. 
the people of Lebanon have been 
committed to conatitutional de­
mocracy. 

Mr.Preudem.. democracy in 
Lebanon h.aa ttry ancient roota. In 

Mr. Presxknt, while our atten- fact. before even the Greelu, there 
tion hu been diverted to the were democratic inrtitutions in 
Persian Gulf, in the eastern Mediter• Phoenician cities such aa Tyre, 
ra.nean Sea we now confront a Bybloa, and Sidon. According to 
s:ituation in which Syria ia poi.Jed tradition. while these cities had 
to take adnntage of American Kings they also had elected senates. 
preoccupation with gulf affairs in Among the greate5t wpporten of 
order to crush Lebanon 's con- democratic in.Jtitutiona wu King 
stitutional democracy. In the wake Hiram who did so much to con-
of the assassination of Prime solidate democracy in Tyre in 
Minister Rash.id Karami on June 1, addition to providing hi.a neighbor 
which reliable o~ers believe to Solomon with cedar for the con-
have been arranged by Syria itself, struction of the temple. 
Lebanon stands at yet another 
crossroad in her ancient struggle On May 21 of last year, I 
for democracy and S(Nereign in- spoke in IO!lle detail about Syrian 

expansionism in the Middle Eut 
dependence. and about ita support of intern&• 

The acting Prime Mfuuter, who tional t.erroism. At that time, I 
LI pro-Synan, has called !or the drew Senaton' attention to the 
resignation of President Gemayel. Syrian imperial concept of a 
The Speak.er of Parliament, under ''Grea~ Syr.-~ Yhld: in the 
Syrian P=, h.aa resigned hi.a minds of Syrian expansionists in-
position and Syria h.u threatened eludes not only present day Syria 
the lives of potential replacement,. but also Lebanon, Is:raeJ, Jordan, 
Because the acting Prime Minister, Iraq. parta of Cyprus, and parta of 
following Syrian instructions, re- Turkey. Today, Syria threateru to 
fuses to have the cabinet conduct expand ita occupation of Lebanon 
business on a caretaker basil, and thre1tena to actually seize 
there is no government. Because power directly in Lebanon by de-
the Speaker of the House hu re- rtroyi.ng the constitutional govem-
signed, Parliament cannot conduct ment and democratic proceS&es. 
it& business. President Gi?mayel., Mr. President. under the Leba--
therefore, hu been ool.ated in the nese Corutitutioo elections for the 
constitutional succesaioo with no Presidency, which are conducted by 
legal succes&or should he, through the Parliament.. are to occur in 
Syrian intervention, be uaas&i.nated August l988. It ia !eared that the 
or forced to resign. Ill effect, then, lituatioo in Lebanon over the put 
the Government of Lebanon ii few daya, however, may lead to a 
p&ra)y:r.ed today· direct Syrian tut!QVer of Lebanon. 

In light of thiJ uti!ici.11 politi- Today, there i.a no Prime Minmer 
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in Lebanon and there is no Speaker 
of the Parliament owing to extra­
ordinary Syrian pres&ure. Addition­
ally, Syria through a number of 
channels-including the temporary 
actifli Prime Minister who i1 pro­
Syrian, Dr. Salim Hosa•ia trying to 
force President Gemayel to resign. 

There are some 40,000 Syrian 
troops in Lebanon including about 
7,000 in Beirut. This outright 
Syrian occupation of large parta 
of Lebanon has not proven to be a 
positive contribution to Lebanese 
democracy. It i.a a brutal inter-

Senator Jesx Helms, one of 
the most respected United 
Sates Senaton, addressed the 
US Senate on the detelioralin& 
situation in Lebanon. Senator 
Helms contends that a two­
fold threat confronts the lead-
11ersbip in Lebanon : the cx­
pazwonistic attitude of Syria 
and the determination of Iran's 
Khomeini to establish an Islam­
ic Republic in place of a free 
and democntic Lebanon. The 
Senator uraed his colleagues to 
proonde diplomatic, financial 
and milita.ry support to the 
lqitinate SoYernment of Leba­
noo.. 

I 

i 

i 

vention and occupation and noth­
ing more. Any hope that Syria 
could play a positive role in Leba­
non haa been long proven un­
realistic by events. In fact, Assad's 
minority Alawite dictatorship in 
Syria cannot afford a flourishing 
and pro&perous democracy in Leba­
non because it sets an example for 
Syriana wbo want demOCT3CY in 
their own country. It will always 
be a maxim of Assad's and his 
support.en' policy to create chaoa 
in Lebanon in order to prepare the 
-..y for • outright annexation 
into a so-cal.led "Greater Syria." 

Mr. President, a short chrono­
logy of key events in Lebanon 
over the past week LI instructive. 
On June 1, the Prime Minister. 
Raahid Danuni WU aaauainated. 
While he wu a pro-Syrian politi­
cian in Lebanon cla.e to the 
Syrian Vice President Abdul Hallin 
Kadd.am. nonetheless, informed ob­
M!ffen betive th.at he wu killed oa 
the Ol"der of Syria. Thia fi ta into the 
pattern of brutal intimidation, 
iocludine usauin.ation. which Syria 
hu wed in Lebanon to exercue 

it, influence over events. 
On the same day, President 

Gi?mayel designated Dr. Salim Hoss 
u the actin& Prime Minister and 
requested Dr. Hoss to repn!Sent him 
at the Kanmi funeral in northern 
Lebanon in the town of Tripoli 

On June 3. the Ka.rami funeral 
took place. Shortly after attending 
the funeral, the Syrain Vice Presi­
dent Khaddam summoned ~uslim 
and pro-Syrian leaders to a meeting 
in Tripoli. Included in the meeting 
were the acting Prime Minister, 
the Speaker of Parliament Hussein 
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Husaei.ny, the Grand Mufti, Soviet 
ally Walid Jumblatt. and other in­
fluential figures. 

According to reliable infoma­
tion, the Syrian Vice President 
berated the Lebane5e leaders for 
supporting Prysident Gi?mayel and 
reminded them that Syria had 
stepped up its pressure to unseat 
the President. Additionally, K.had­
d.:m threatened the leaden if 
they continued their support, 
Khaddam ia well known a.s a 
fanatic partisan of the so-called 
''Greater Syria" concept. 

The practical resulta of this 
policy of intimidation were that 
the Speaker of the Parliament 
resigned and the position remains 
vacant. Also, the acting Prime 
Minister, !allowing the Syrian line. 
broke off the dialogue that had 
~ with President Gi?mayel and 
called upon President ~aye! to 
step down immediately even 
though the Lebanese Constitution 
calls f~ electiona next year. A 
number of iruluential Lebanese 
leaden have received death threata 

(continued on~ 11) 



SYRIA THREATENS LEBANON'S DEMOCRACY (from preuioiu PQIW) 

in recent day, directly in tele­
phone cala from hlib Syrian 
Government otficiala. 

Mr. Prelidens. in addition to 
Syrian operatioru in Lebanon. I 
would point out the very signift­
cant Iranian military and pan­
military presence. It ii no seem 
that Khomeini hu several thou­
sand Iranian revolutionary guarm, 
Pa.sadaran, stationed i.n the Beua 
Valley which is under Syrian con• 
trol. It i.s no secret th.at Khomeini 
has an extensive terrorist in!rastruc• 
ture established in ·Lebanon. It is 
also no secret that Khomeini 
suppotU!rs in Lebanon have called 
for the establishment of an "Isl..­
:nic Republic" in Lzb,mon :.iode!!'d 
on the Tehran regime. 

I would point out that 
Khomeini sees the south of Leba­
non as a stepping stone for hi.a 
planned war to conquer Jerusalem. 
In fact, Khomeini 1.Ues Lebanon 
as an arena of direct confronta­
t ion with the United States 
through kidnapping and bomb at­
tacks. Khomeini then turns his 
successes in Lebanon into intemAI 
propaganda campaigns in Iran to 
show that his revolution can 
confront the United States with 
impunity. 

Mr. President, Lebanon repre­
sents a barometer of American 
policy in the ~iddle East. All eyes 
in the Middle East focus on Leba­
non for an indication of the di.rec· 
tion of American policy and for 
an indication of American com­
mitment and leadership in the 
~iddle East. As the oldest de­
mocracy in the Middle East and 
th@ oldest friend of the United 
States in the Middle Ea.t, America 
simply cannot abandon Lebanon to 
the terrorist Syrian regime and ita 
expansion.iit policies. 

The policy of the United 
St.ates with respect to Lebanon 
5hould _be squarely ba5ed upon the 
maintenance of the sovereignty and 
independence of the COUDtly. Thia 
meam that all foreign fores 
should be removed !ram Leba­
non. In this respect the Depart­
ment of State bu ■' di.sgnceful 
record of double d~ 

Officially, we clasaily Syria • a 
terrorist sponsonnc state. y @t. . 
while the State Department pu~ 
licly talu about Lebanl!9e SO\'er'"'i 
eignty, behind the scenee the , 
State Department coddlee the 
Syrian dictatorship and ita SoYiet 
sporuon. The Department of State 
lhowd be ordered to drop thia 
policy toward Syria. 

There are some 33,000 troops 
in the constitutional armed forces 
o( Lebanon. They corutitute a 

highly trained and capable pro­
(esaional (on:e. Howl!'Ter, they an 
hud pr"N-t for adeqiate modem 
auppli-. Th• United Stat.ea abould 
make aucb aupplies available on an 
urgent emef'il!ncy baaia. I would 
remind Sen.ton that there are 
some 40,000 Syran troope in 
Lebanon who have over 1,500 
top-of-the-line Soviet main battle­
tanb at their dispou1 not to men­
tion other heavy weaponry. 

I am deeply concerned about 
proposals for the partition of 
Lebanon between Syria and Israel. 
Such proposal.a are completely un• 
acceptable from an American point 
of view. The United St.ates must 
never be a party, directly or in• 
directly, to any arrangerr:ent which 
partitions Lebanon. Israel should 
recognize the obvious fact that it 
needa strategic depth and that thil 
can only be achieved by having 
moderate st.ates a.a neighbon. Parti­
tioning Lebanon would only bring 
Syria permanently closer to Lsraeli 
territory posing an even more 
serioua threat to the long term 
security of Israel. 

Mr. President, aa !or Iranian 
involvment in Lebane3e affairs, it 
is clear that Khomeini has chosen 
to use Lebanon u an arena of coa-­
front.ation against the United 
States. The United States mu.st. 
therefore, meet the Iranian chal­
lenge directly and head on in 
Lebanon. To do othennse severly 
undermines our credibility in the 
region. If our credibility is un• 
dermined then our ability to 
promote peace is undermined. 

Hasn't the Khomeini regime 
been directly responsible (or the 
ltidnaping and murder of numerous 
American citizeIU? Wasn't the Kho­
meini regime directly responsible 
for blowing up our Marine Corpa 
b!!I?"&Ch in Lebanon? Wasn't the 
Khomeini regime directly responsi­
ble for the TWA 847 highjack­
ing? Wasn't the Khomeini regime 
responsible Coe tbe bomb attack 
againat our Embuly in Lebanon? 
What more reuoo do we need for 
replYinc to an end.lea tnin of 
Iranian insult. with lethal force? 

Mr. Plesidenc.., there is no 
question in my mind that an 
effective and se-rere blow to Kho­
meini '• intenational and domestic 
position ,.:ould be m immediate 
and forceful policy of support 
for the corutitutional Govenunent 
and democratic procesaes i.n Leb­
anon. Th@ run step would be to 
a.sai.st the c 0[15 ti tu tional G ovem­
me nt of Lebanon in ita efforta to 
exclude all fomu of Ir.man in­
fluence in Lebanon including Kho­
meini '■ military and para.military 
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forcea in Lebanoa. Thia meana 
they mwt clean up Wen Beirut. 
Thia mean.a we mwt provide the 
Govanment witb prt>pff military 
equipm@nt. By Providinc the COD· 

stitutional Armed Forces of Leba­
non with the n«-ry equipml'!nt 
to clean up West Beirut we will COD• 

Cffl.l'!ly uaiat in the WU' ap.irut 
terrorum. 

To date, the United State■ 
in spite of ocean.a of rhetoric out 
of "Foggy Bottom" hu yet to 
respond effectively to Innian ter­
rorum ~uut private American 
citizeru u w@ll u military and 
diplomatic penonnel i.n Lebanon. 
Our primary response should be di­
rected against the Iranian pre!<ene>!! 
in Lebanon. We can do titia, aa I 
have said, by immediately giving 
substantial military supplies to bol­
ster the constitutional armed torces 
of Lebanon. They can then get 
on with the job of cleaning up 
Beirut. They do not need any 
American troop. to asi;i.st them. 

. The United State■ should put 
its full weight behind President 
Gemayel with concrete actions. 
President Gemayel hu bent every 
effort to resist Syrian and Iranian 
pressures but, laclting full United 
State■ support, there are limits 
to the President's ability to con­
tinue thia course. 

Al I st.ated earlier, Lebanon is 
i.n a state of politiw paralysis. 
There i5 no working Prime Minister 
and no working caret.alter cabinet 
government. There is no Speaker 
of Parliament and Parliament is, 
therefore, not able to conduct 
ita businesa. The only remnant 
of Leban- democracy that exist■ 

in today'■ criaa is President Ge­
mayel himleil u the duly elected 
constitutional President. He ia the 
wt remain.inc symbol of de­
mocnicy in Lebanon md u 11.1cll 
the United Stat.a ml.I.Ii lend him 
full support. 

The moct siinilkant action that 
could be taken at this time to 
support Leban- democracy would 
be to provide immediate delivery 
of emergency military supplies ·tor 
Lebanon's coiutitutional armed 
forces.. In addition. the United 
States should make it clear to 
Syria th.at we will not tolerate 
any further interference in internal 
Lebanese affairs which would de­
stroy itl constitutional order and 
sovereign independence. 

It is time that th@ United 
States u.nderuk@ a major diploma• 
tic initiative aimed at the removal 
of all foreign troops from Leba~ 
nese soil. Unfortunately, many ob­
servers bclive that the United 
States Ambas.sador in Beirut, Mr. 
Kelly, hu lost m05i of his credi­
bility with th@ people of Lebanon 
owing to his involvement in the 
[ran affair. We need to have an 
ambassador in Lebanon who has 
credibility. 

Mr. President., the presenation 
of the sovereign independenc@ of 
Lebanon and the praenation of 
Lebanon•• constitutional de- . 
mocracy must be a fundamen t.al 
principle of American policy in 
the Middle East. We must not 
abandon the people of Lebanon to 
a reign of terror under Syria and 
Iran. We mwt not avoid our his­
toric responsibilities and our past 
commitments to support a demo­
cratic Lebanon. 
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WASHINGTO N 

January 6, 1988 

Dear Mr. Karam: 

Your letter has only just reached me, 
hence my tardy reply. Please know how 
much I appreciate your generous words. 
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Let me assure you we have not forgotten 
Lebanon, and though our efforts are not as 
visible as was our sending of the military, 
we continue to do all we can to bring peace 
to that troubled land. Sometimes diplomacy 
must be done quietly. Believe me, we share 
your feeling about the tragedy that has 
struck your homeland and will continue to 
do all we can. 

Again, thanks for writing as you did. 

Sincerely, 

Mr. Asaad N. Karam 
233 Brookhaven Drive 
Nitro, West Virginia 25143 
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Mr. Ronald Reagan 
President of the United States 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, DC 20510 

Dear Mr. President: 

233 Brookhaven Drive 
Nitro, WV 25143 
December 3, 1987 

First, I would like to commend you on a well done job during the past 
seven years of your excellent service to this great nation and the 
free world as a whole. 

Please allow me to introduce myself. I was born in Lebanon in October 
of 1960 . At the age of 18, I had to leave that war torn country 
because of the unstable situation there. At the time of my departure, 
my father was a hostage. He is free now and thank God in good health. 
I come from a large family of five brothers and three sisters all of 
whom live in Lebanon except one. My brother resides here in the U.S. 
with my wife and I. I feel very proud of my achievements during the 
past 9 years in the United States. I received an education, my career 
is on the rise and I have a wonderful wife. 

I am writing you, Mr. President, because I feel that you are the only 
one who could help. As you know Lebanon is not a very good subject to 
discuss, but it is my duty as a Lebanese-American to ask for your 
help. It has been 13 years since a Lebanese family enjoyed a peaceful 
evening, 13 years without a peaceful Christmas or a single peaceful 
day. I know it is not the fault of the American government. I also 
understand that we sent our troops to help and that did not work 
either. But, I also know that you are the leader of democracy and 
freedom around the world. 

Lebanon is a country where power struggles and other countries wars 
are fought. Most of the Lebanese people are not blood thirsty or 
hostage hungry but they are peaceful and loving people who would like 
to have another chance of proving it to the world. My hope is to see 
my family and every other person in Lebanon get a chance of knowing 
the meaning of peace again. Mr. President, you could help again--just 
the way you wish to bring up the Afghan and the Latin American 
questions with Mr. Gorbachev. You could discuss with the Russian 
leader freeing the Lebanese people from their captivity. This would 
bring the smiles back to the faces of the children. 
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December 3 , 1987 

Finally Mr. President, I beg you not to forget the Lebanese problem 
along with the other national and international affairs during your 
discussion with the General Secretary of the U.S . S.R. May God bless 
you and be with you for the sake of this Great Nation of ours. 

Thank you and Merry Christmas , 

Asaad N. Karam 
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AMERICANS FOR AN INDEPENDENT LEBANON 

2914 W. -,Scenic Drive Peoria, Illinois 616J:.5 
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Senator John Kerry 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C., 20510-2012 

Honoiable Senator Kerry: 

The answer to your question on the Senate floor, "Is Democracy 
possible in Lebanon", is a loud YES! 

It borders the impossible to deprive the democratic, peace-loving 
people of Lebanon of their reason-d' etre, that is, to long for freedom 
to fight and to die for their democratic beliefs and convictions. 

doP%6 

Thirteen years of fighting against insurmountable odds and all kinds 
of outside evil forces - fundamentalists Iranians, demagogue Libyans and 
misguided Palestinians would have been enough to destroy bigger and stronger 
nations than the small Lebanon. Instead, what we see now is the resurgence 
of the will to resist and a new resolve to be what Lebanon has always been -
the bastion for democracy in the Middle East. 

To help Lebanon regain its rightful place among the free democratic 
nations is a must for all men of good will the world over. 

For you, Honorable Senator Kerry, to support and to be concerned, the 
people of Lebanon and all of us Americans of Lebanese origin will be forever 
grateful. 

Thank you again and may God bless you and guide your steps in your 
efforts to support for what is just, right and necessary to preserve and 
revive democracy in Lebanon. 

Respectably, 

K\)_k 

cc: His Excellency, Ambassador Abdullah BouHabib 
~onorable Congressman Robert H. Michel 
Honorable George Schultz, Secretary of State 

v'Mr. Frank Carloucci, Advisor to the Preside~t for National Security Affairs 
Mr. Upperly, American Lebanese League, Washington, D.C. 
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IS DEMOCRACY POSSIBLE IN 
LEBANON? ·· 

• Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, no 
nation or people have suHered more 
durlnR" the last dozen years -that have 
the Lebanese. Civil war, foreign Inter• 
ventlon, and terrorism have resulted 
Jn more than 100,000 ca.sualtles and di• 
vlded Lebanon Into armed camps. Ira• 
nlan-backed terrorists Intimidated the 
local cllli.enry while Syrian occupation 
lorces are unable or unwilling t? pre• 
vent kidnappings and assasslni.t,on In 
are(l.S under lhe!r control . 

Mosl Americans now associate Leba• 
·non with chaos, terrorism, flnd com­
plete diso r der. Gone are the memories 
of Beirut as the Paris of the Middle 
Ea.st when one could go snow skiing In 
the morning and swl_mmlng In the 
afternoon. 

One would have to be an unbridled 
optim ist t o belleye that the light of de• 
mocra.cy could still burn during these 
dark d a ys for Lebanon. To my S\lr• 
prlse, President Amln Gema.ye! Is suc_h 
an opti mist. Even more amazing ls hLS 
continued commitment lo the Lebu• 
nese p c-ople and democracy. 

l r ead ~-1u1 1ntcres t.. a. recent !nter­
·vlew with n,e Lebnnese President In 
the June/Ju ly is.:;ue o! Lebanese A!• 
fairs . I submit !or the Ri:coRD a copy 
o! th is Interview. What Is clear from 
President Geme.yel's comments Ls that 
desplle a ll of the trauma, the Pres!• 
dent and others In lhe Government 
stlll ho id democrallc values dear and 
a.re struggling to have lhese values 
prevail over the Corces of tyranny. 

Although weakened, democratic In• 
£lltutlons-Parl!llment, an Independ­
ent Judiciary and an elected Execu­
tive-continue to !unction. The Presl• 
dent, m oreover, realizing that Leba• 
non's Republlclln s~·stcm o! govern• 
menl no lonecr a.dc,1ualely re!lects the 
a.cLual population dll;trlbullon, ha.s 
presented a plan to give a irea.ter 
voice to underrepresented rroups. He 
cmpl .a.sizes a willingness to discuss 
a.ny e.specL o! his proposal and views It 
a.s ll catalyst tor future discussions. I 
uri:e other Lebi.nese leadt!n to Join In 
these dlscusslon..s. 

President Gemayel also emphasizes 
t.hat dcsnlte all o! the trauma no 
maJor Lebanese leader or i(roup h!W! 
called !or tile part!tlon ot Lebanon or 
Its annexation to a neighboring stale. 
In !act, the years of turmoil ha ve un­
derlined the identity o! all Lebanese 
with their country. Furthermore, the 
overwhelming silent majority of Leba­
nese support the le1:ltimate Institu­
tions of the state and condemn the 
lawlessness. 

Too often we allow ourselves to be 
distracted b y headlines about gha.stly 
acts of terro rism e m ant1l1ng fr om Leb­
anon. We forget nil those Indi vid uals 
who share ou r va lues a n d are stru g. 
illng to en.sure t h at democracy sur­
vives. These are the Individuals who 
are bearing the brunt of the assault on 
International clvlllty and we should 
not forget them. 

H is ea.sy to be a democrat In West­
ern Europe or the United StLle.s . We 
are asked lo make a minima.I sac rifice. 
But those who struule In the Phil ip­
pines, Haiti, or Lebanon risk their ve r y 
lives as ls underltned by lra11lc a.s.s~l­
ns.tlons In the Phlllpplnes and Leba• 
non this week. Many strong Ind iv id ­
uals &.re struggl!n i !or t h e va lu es we 
cherish. We must not !oriel them. 

The Interview follows: 
MAKINO Pl:Ac, A Rl:ALITY 

Q . Mr. Pres iden t. mwy people SlY that 
Lebanon no lone-er exl.st..t. How do you re· 
,pond to ,uch £l&t ement..s? 

A. No one ca.n deny tlu.t the Jut thirteen 
years or turmoil have ta.ken a terrible toll 
on the Lebanese people Lnd lhe ln.stllulloru 
or this country. Such perceplloru 1J tX • 

pressed In your question, however, arc Car 
from the truth. A.s .tilrVli~ u lt may appc:ar 
to the outsider, these dirtlcult limes h&\'e 
i.olldlfled the Lt:ba.nese people ln I common 
Identity. The ovi:rwhelmlni majority of 
Musllm.s, Chrl.slllUU wd Dru..z.e &re firmly 
committed to the aurvlva.l ot Lebanon LS an 
Independent nation with I dl.sllnctlve 1...cba• 
nei.e people. Ne1·er wu lhu more clear than 
at the funeral ot Prime Mlnt...Lcr Ku&mt. 
The people o! Tripoli who &re overwhelm• 
hlilY Sunni Mu.slim. bedecked lhtlr clLy 
will! l..(,b&nese !laes u A demon.strallon o( 
their commllmenl to the Lt:ba.nesc nation. 
Fina.Uy, let me emphulu that no 'Le bane~~ 
communlly hu ulr.ed I.() be pa.rlltloned lrom 
the rest o! Lel.Jwon or a.nnexed by one ol 
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our n.lrhoora. Lebu:on !i:.ce1 probl::ro.s. but 
· · H exu~ u a nation a~r..e with a ctnlrLI iOV• 

enuncnt. 1.11d IL ahLil endure. 
Q. No· one WIit deny that the 1plrH of the 

Leb1.11t.s-t people 11 Lru.Jy &.m&...ltli' I.Ild Lha.l 
their commllrocnl LO Lebwon LI deep, but 
a!ler thirteen yea.rs of strife Lebi.ll~e In.Ill • 
tutlon.s arc ,haltered and a.ny 1-emblwce o/ 
a !uncllonlfii' iOvem.mcnl LI lon 11 rone . 

A . I rea.11.ze that LhLI LI Lhe perception of 
many, but It LI not the u..se. The Lt:blLfle)e 
iO \lemmenl contlnue.1 Lo perform mo.,L 
tunctloru under extri..ord lna.ry condltlon.s. 
Waler u provided. Electricity LI reneraled. 
Mall Lit delivered. C lv tl courwi !uncl lo n. 
School.I opcrt.le, Ro&lll. arc repa.lrc:d. P&rli& ­
menl meel..i . Our diplomat.& represenl u~ 
abro&.d° 1.11d the Prestde n L conducW; Lhe bu,1 -
nes.s o/ 1t&le. All thc.se a.ct lvitlcJ lalc.e p l.i. ce 
bu t al & ,lower pa.ce due lo LIie war wd Lo 
extern&! i.nlervenllon in our itl&lrs. 

Q . All ol Lh&l la; lruc. Ncvcrlhc:leiS. your 
caulnel did not meel /or,. year . Your Priine 
Mlnl..5Ler hu been u.a..ssl naled. The Spc i,1'­
er o! the P&rll&.menl hio.i te nderc:d hl..5 re,1~ ­
nallon. And, ,ome have ,peculaled th&l ;- a u 
lnLe n d Lo re.:;li/TI. I.re t hese the f.Ct loru o/ a 
!uncll ontna- 1roverrunen L? 

A. Fi.I.l of Lil , I h &. ve n o lnl entl0n or re • 
Sli'nln i . The Speal::er ha.s 11o·lt hd ra11on his r es ­
l~nallon. We are h . .ci n ~ ,. very ,erloui po li l i· 
ca.I probl em In Leba.non . T h e p roblem u ~n 
a.ssault upon our nu io n1d ln.slllutlons . T11e 
£.SS..s.slra.Llon of Pri me M tnu La Kara.m l 11o u 
i.11 LS.SiUlt upon ~l! Le:.>:.n ese l..'1..SL HuUon..s . 
There a.re those, both in Leb&.11cn and out­
side, who wlsh to £ee the /r1,.1rmenl&llon o/ 
LeulLfle~ aociety. I 1hall mue ,ure lla t 
they ! all. l believe Lh a.l &II Le o&ntie mu..l 
wor k to 1tren1rLhen our na.U ona.l lrutiLu • 
tloIU-Pa.rlla.ment, Lhe Pr ime Mlnlilersh1p , 
the Army a.nd the Pre,ldenq•. Our lrlend.l 
&broad mll.4l help w by 1u ppo rllne the cen ­
tra.l iOVernment u.d b>' re Jec l! ne those 11,ll o 
wa.nt Lo dlvldt one Leb&nc~c lrom another . I 
,hall lt1rht to the end any lltempl at pa.rli • 
lion. 

Q. Another bulc function of rovernment 
la the prov1'lon o! aecurll)' tor IL& ~epic . 
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• Today, Byrl&.N, ls.rull&. t.nd vu-low mlllllu 

provide aecu.r1ty In much ot'Lebanon. Doe. 
lhl.a oot cilmlnl.&h Lhc lmporunoe ot Lhe cen• 

ma.lnlalned, bul It will be corrected to pro­
vide equitable rcprcsenta.tlon to a.II commu• 
nltle.s. The Shiite community deserves 
rre&ler power In the eovernlni lormul:. 
than It ha.1 had, and thu 1.., &ecounted /or In 
my reform proposa.ls. Shiite demLnd4 
emer11ed la.ler on In the war and were not 
the ca.use of lhe Lebanese confllcl. This 
docs not reduce the Shiite ca:se which Is Just 
on lt.s own terms. The number of Shllle dep• 
utles will be lncrea..sed; the po11'ers of the 
Shiite Spenker of Parlli.ment -.:.-111 be en­
hanced, and new po~!llons In the power ,r ructure will be allocnted to the Shlli.e com­
munlty. Community rlihts are besl eua..ra.n­
teed by an efCectJve ,)'st.em based on equall• 
LY, justice, and development opponunltle6. 

tral covcrnment? · · · ' · 
A. It cert.lJnly doc&. Moat Leb&nea.e ""'ant 

the lnUm.&.! Scc:witT Poree. a.nd the Leb&­
ncae ~ LQ usu.t:W c:onl.rol ot public &e<:U• 
r1ty, ln nany a.n:a., ~ 11 tbc cue. The ml• 
llU.u • ·W ha.ve LQ be dla.umed. Thia .-UJ not 
be euy. Wa.ny ln the m.JUUu h&vc become 
a.a:-wtome-d to a.cll.nt' U>Ove the lat.'~ The-)' 
h~vt be-ell &blc to ~tua.t.e their 1n!lucnce 
b)' l.nLltnki&tlon a..nd pla.J'in. upon ·~ple'1 
furs. 1n order Lo rcduoe I.heir lnfluenc:-e, 1, 

poll Lac:a..l a.ococunod&.Lion need.I to be 
r-ea.ched uld Lbe INUtuUona o! the ce-ntral 
i.ovemme.nt 1tr-cn,Lhened. A.a 1te move In 
trw dlrecUoo t.he Influence ot the militia.: 
.-w cilmlrlJ.l.h &nd Lhc DC'Cd tor u. cxum&.l 
pru.ence wW be rr<tueed. . , 

Q. There are those who a.ri:ue that the 
Syrl&ns Intend to annex Lebanon or a.I lea.i:t 
occupy It !or the toreseea.ble future. They 
believe the Syrians want to aee the Leb.,. 
ncse divided &.r1d, thus, provide the excuse : 

Q. lo order for lhe Lebe.neae centr&J rov- · 
tmmenl u, be a.bk to pnnlde a.ccurll)', the 
l.eb&neae J..nr,J would h&vc to be a.n ettec­
tiwe loroc.. L, t.he Leba.nel,e Army c:apable o! 
pcr(OrrD.Ul6 l.hOM! fu.netion,? 

ior cont!nt!ed occuoallon. What Ls your 
view? 

A. I do not accept this. The Syrian~ ha~e 
rea..ssurtd a.II Lebanese that they v.•a.nt to 
withdraw !rom Lebanon a.nd I must tali:e 
them al their WQrd . The Syrlnn 11overnmenl 
le.nows !hat lone-term Snlan lntere~t.., a.re 
not enh1nced by lhel r l: oops renu .l nlng In 
Leba.non. Their becoming Involved In Inter• 
na.l Lebanese &Cfalrs I.a not In their Interest 
ellhtr. No ma.tter how ben1en the SyrllU"I 
Interven t ion may be, over lime the Lebanese 
people wlll wa.nt Lebanese provhJh111 for 
lhelr own security, The Snlans know that 
the way t.o a..s.sure conllnued Lebanese re­
ape<:t, ,.pprcclallon and thanks -...111 be to 
help lhr. Lebanese i'Ol'ernrnent restore order 
and re~:i.lJ1 lt.l soverelrnty. 

A. Y CS. the Le ba..nCM l.roJ.¥ &.101\6 t.' I l h the 
lntem&I Secur1ty l"tlrcu, a.re ca.pa.ble o! pro­
v-,c!ln.r ~ty once 1, polltJC&l &CCOrd Ls a.t­
t..une..1. TIH A.~ ·r-em£l.-u one of ou!" 
~l"O~e&L na.Uar.a.l l.:l&Uu.11.Jona.. ~ )'OU 
t..oow, ~ Army N"P~Dt.l &ll Leb&ne~. 
a..o.d openr..Lc:a Lhro~hout l.et:.,.non. A.JI mem­
b<ra u-c pa.!d by be&.OQuuun ·a.nd Mu..llDI.I 
a..")d Cb.Ntu.N 1n lhe ArrI:,,.y work to11ether 
on a. c1Ll !r bu.a. . .• . 

l lnvale<l .. rreat d~ 1n th~ umy a.rid 
b<.l.lll It with US help lnt.o a.n ettlclc:nt 
rDOOUll t 1.$ h Unf force. . ' 

Q . You ~ 1,>0i.e ct polltlca..l &.ec:0rnrnoda­
u~ u , pruequ.l.lJl..t lo• tt.e roeat.&bllah· 
=t o! Lhc ec.ntnJ aovcnu:nent'a a.bUlty to 
J),"O\"ld.e a.ecurll)' tor &ll Leb.Lnese. Why 
UlOWC LO)'O~ believe the Lcw..n= ~pie 
&.re p~PLT"C'd t.o Mt uJde their dUtercncea? 
C, , " il! )'N! ~ C>(her Chri&t.an lea.den be 
wWl.c.4' u, 1.Ju.n 10n:M1 ot the power ..,hlch 
t..u res t e-d In your h.l.na.&7 · 

A. Over Lhc I.M.( LhJ.n.ee.n )'Ct.rs. ..,e Lew.• 
oew tu•• lurne-d a. ~ du.l.. The ti.rst 
Lh.ln.c ~ Lia. we c!e&!.rc t.o b&ve pea.ce In our 
c:oun t.r)' . 8eooodly, u I aa.ld be !orc, 1"'e a.re 
ont p,eople Lrul we mwt Uve wtrether. ln 
oro.cr Lo c.o Lill.I.. u.c.b c:ommunlt,y ~Ill ha.ve 
Lo mile c:onceMJon& t.o the others. ln fa.ct, 
et.-eh 'Will tu.vc I..O &i'l"C more Uu.n a.eena P06· 
~~LL~ Ume.. . 

71:c ~• tormul.A to.r Ui.e 1overnin, or 
Ld>f.I>O."I Uu.ll be bucd OD the principle ot 
e-Q-.alJt)' Le LU PQGJ ~ioci o.l 5Ul~p&.ril&.ment, 
~l.. ~. Judic.1.a.ry, etc. The 
c ovcrn!.n.: ot U:l.o c:ount.rJ ~ ·be OD the 
~ of ~= Yllh" Uul po'ller cx:,nccn­
ln.!.-e<i ln ~ COc..ocll :.! ~Ir.:.,:~,:· !..": >wh ic h 
&.:J ~unJUc::., u-e e,quJL&.blY rcpreunted. 
Leb&J>.o.o La Lht ru;>ON.!bWty or &ll the Lcb­
~ ==unllla. a.11d n.ot ot ~ i.ln&"le 
=~.J tr a.rld. therefore, Lil 111ust. aha.re 
N.u..ilr Lo the rovern.l.n&' procua. The Lcba.­
?'><!M o::.cnmunJUea ha.ve Uvcd ln pe&ee &.r1d 
h~vt 1.0ce-Uler produced a procperou,., Uber• 
a..l., ~ ort1er. U ,...., uplclt.4.Llon by 
e x~~ /o.rc,es Lh.a.l eu.&ren.ted tho di.Her• 
enca a..oo l.nn.&.!on::o.cd proplUoua reU1lou.a 
dl>cn!t)' lnt.o poUtlu.l-ailllta.ry conflict. 
Leave the Lebc..n~ r.lone and they 1"'1U 
a..;Li:i aurpnu the world with their c.on• 
llN<:llve dJ.l~e.~. . 

Q . W0o&t people in the West believe the 
mA.ln pollt.J-c&l problem !a.cl.nz Leb&non J,i 
the l&.ck ot ~e-qu.~ 1n!luenoe o1 the Shiite 
community. Do you believe thl.i la ,true? 

A. ln the new poUtLcaJ formula... 1 a.m pro­
p::l6~ th1,l 'l,e eommlt OUN-Clvea l0 the 
pnncl;iic o/ abo~hl.nz polltle1.1 conft.\.Slona• 
li.1.m u a. cr11A:rlon In the 1011emln1 proct11 
a..nd I am pro?O'lnr a rtroroUA m~ha.nl,;m to 
a.1Llll\ U'li.a oi::~L! vt ln the nea.r tuture. 
1-J~•,hllc th• con!ea&lon&l print'lplt -.,Ill be 

Q . You spctl ol security !or lhe Lebam,se, 
bt.:~ the lsraclls a.re concerned about oeeurl• 
ty tor lhclr northern border. They maintain 
thl'lr aecurlty :r.one In orJcr to prolect their 
northern settlement.a lrom ra ids emlUla Llnir 
Crom Lcban e$e territory. Wh y should th e Ls­
ra..ell! heed LeblUle:;e calls to wlthdaw l0tLI • 
ly lrom Lcba.non and p lace their o,,.: n cit!• 
z.~na In Jeopardy? 

A. Israeli policy toward u-banon over lhe 
lut twenty year! ha.s been a failure . Of a.JI 
ILs borders, today, only Lebanon poses • se­
curity threat. The Oola.n lkl1rht.s, the 
Jordan River va ll ey &.r1d S ina.J a.re a.II pea.ce­
ful. The re11..Son they are pea.ceful I.a thal on 
Ille Ara.b side there Ls a £lr0n i cental i0V• 
emmenl wh ich can co n lrol the border. 

No matter wh aL t h e lnlenllon of Is raeli 
policy In Lebanon, their a.ctl oru; has weak­
ened the autho r ll)' o( the central govern ­
ment. From the humll la llni raid on Beirut 
Airport In lll68, to tile retu.;a.J to turn ke y 
p-N1lllo r.s o~·er t o the Lebanes e .-.nny d urini 
their wlli 1dra.wal , to t h eir co;Hl r. ued p re;; ­
ence In Soulh Lebanon, l.sra.eli a.ctlor ... have 
'IIIC&kened the Lebanese iOVernment. lsra.ell 
a.e-curlt y can never be attained through the 
u~ of proxy torces. Pu ll lm pl emen(atlon of 
UN Security Counc!i Resolutions •2 ~ and 
,~6 Ls In Lile Interest of pr.ac~ . Friends of 
bra.e l 1hould noi take LCtloru 11:hlch wea ken 
the Lebanese centra.l iOYernment. 

Q. Reeardln11 a peace conference between 
lsr&el a.nd It.a Ara.b ncl1:hbors: 11,·lll Lebanon 
putlclpale? 

A. Pa.rllclpatlon of Lebanon In an Intern&.· 
tlonal conference la lmporta.nt for the auc• 
c-es.s or sui:-h a conference. Lebanon, 111:e 
Syrl;i. and Jordan, ha.s part of lt.s territory 
occupied by Israel. Wlllle the previous Inter­
national conference dl6cUASed wlely the 
withdrawal ot Israel Crom territories occu­
pied In 1007, &Iler twenty yeara no dlscw-
1lon would be complete wll houl lncludlni 
Lcbanr.st! territories occuplt'd ,Ince then. 

On the Issue or the Pale5tlnlui1, the 
future of the Pa.le$tlnlana In Lebanon and 
their rr-latloruhlp wllh any Pa.le11tlnlan 

entity u Important to 1, ronftrenc.-. It .:..­
hud to lmaiilne any wlullon to the P;a.1<-s­
Unlan queslloo th&t doea not &.ddr.,,.., 1 Ile 
concern. ot the lu-ec .Paleallnlan comm,mi• 
ty In Leba.non. 

Fln&.lly, · peLCe In the reiilon will not b<O 
uhleved by lsrul unlua It IA for &II <"On­
cemed. Thu mwt !nclude Lt:ba..non. No one 
can nc11otlate auch a.n a."reement !or the 
l.,ebaneK, II pea.ce l.5 to have re.u m .. iu1lu11. 
Therefore, tn order Lo aecure ,uccea.r, l..<'ba­
non mwt pa.rtlclpate a.Jon11slde Jora .. n anti 
Syria.. 

Q . There a.re thou who a.ar u·••• :he ::.u­
thorlty of tho Prelildenl d0c.1 nol e>.tend 
beyond the walla o! the Pre~ldtnll1.I pal.l.c·e. 
Why then, do you ~lleve the Pruld.-ncr i" 
IO lmp0rtan~? 

A. Thla o! coune la not I rue. AU Lt-bane:.e 
ln&lltutlons-Presldency, Cabinet, Pa.rlla• 
ment, bureaucra.cy-have be«>me rela.lh"l'l)' 
wea1'. Thla la due to the ,i;ar, ~ I.he prna.­
lence of mllltla.5, to =upa.Uon. &.rid to the: 
presence of exlerna.l forces. However, k.,:lll• 
mate &ulhorlty exl.sta with ccmpet.,nce. 
albeit weak, over a.II the Leba...nbit urrllory. 
It la 11tron11er In wme a.reu lhLn ln olh.-n. 
The Presidency Li the ape.-.: of leillln\1ole au­
thority; and thu authority LI not only 1,1 :ll,·c 
In conductln5 the re11ular a.dmlnlstn1 i,e 
leol ufalrs o!" t11e l...cblUle.e, bu l u Nu;.l!y 
en11~ed with rc1rlona.l Pollien and "Ith the 
auperpawera In rc~1.lnini the unity &.nd I no 
Jndependencc ot Leba.non. l n a K~ lllo 
Pre~Jdency la wea.l:. ln 1.nother K~ 1l ~ 
1tron1rt:r th&.rl ever 1n I~ detenn!n&.l.iOll 10 
end the war and 1rlve Lht LebLDe..e the 
pea.cetul llle they deserve. The over.,ht'lm­
lni' ¥1lent maJorlly of lhe l.eb.neK 1upp.:irt 
the leirltlmate lni.tltutlo111 of Lhc 111.te I.J)d 
condemn the 11.wlu.ne.s perpetuatw by the 
a.rmed irrou_pa -.nd their toreliTI 1uppor1er1. 
I hi.ve a. cle1.r vlilcm of U1e l..c,b-uloo of the 
future. I &m b1.ltllni Lil oJd. in ofll~ tu re­
a.Hu lhla vl.ilon. I miul oon; inue to do ;;o 
wllh eoua.l vi.Kor 1n my private cap.u:ity 
when .my constltu:ionlll terr .. ol ottlc: .- •• 
pin:~:• 
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Presidential Appointments and Scheduling 

PAUL SCHOTT STEVEN~ 

Photo Opportunity with Maronite Patriarch 
Nasrallah Sfeir 

To highlight continuing U.S. concern about 
restoration of Lebanon's sovereignty, unity, 
and territorial integrity 

The Patriarch is one of the few Lebanese 
leaders to speak out boldly for compromise 
and national reconciliation . A brief visit 
with the President would encourage Sfeir and 
all those in Lebanon who reject the politics 
of violence and extremism. 

Sfeir's predecessor met with the President in 
1981. 

Any date in March or April 1988 
DURATION : 5 minutes 

Photo opportunity 

To be provided by NSC 

Photo opportunity 

Secretary of State Shultz, Colin Powell 

None 
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ACTION SIGNED 
MEMORANDUM FOR COLIN L. POWELL 

FROM: ROBERT B. OAKLEY (J8 

SUBJECT: Photo Opportunity with the President for 
Maronite Patriarch Nasrallah Sfeir 

Although I fully appreciate the constraints on the President's 
schedule, I endorse State's recommendation (Tab A) for a 
five-minute photo opportunity with the Maronite Patriarch in 
March or April 1988. A brief call would provide a low-cost 
opportunity to dramatize the Administration's continuing concern 
about Lebanon. It would also encourage Sfeir , who is one of the 
few Lebanese leaders to speak out boldly for compromise and 
national reconciliation. Moreover, the Armenian Patriarch's 
photo opportunity with the President this fall--arranged by the 
domestic side of the White House staff--not only creates a 
precedent for a similar call by the Maronite Patriarch but has 
created a political firestorm inside Lebanon where the Maronites 
are far more numerous, powerful and pro-U.S. than the Armenians. 

Marib;;.lBat~r concurs. '~.' . 
RECOMMENDATION 

That you approve t~dule 

Approve 

Attachments 

Tab I Schedule Proposal 
Tab A Memo from State 

<: CONPIDmi'f'IAL 
Declassify on: OADR 

Proposal at Tab I. 

Disapprove ------
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MEMORANDUM FOR MR. FRANK C. CARLUCCI 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Brief Call on the President by Maronite 
Patriarch Nasrallah Sfeir 

Maronite Patriarch Sfeir has requested a brief call on the 
President when he visits the United States in early 1988. The 
President met with Sfeir's predecessor in 1981. 

A brief call and photo opportunity is a good idea. It 
would dramatize the Administration's continuing concern about 
Lebanon7 the politically active American Maronite community of 
500,000 has often asked for such a Presidential gesture. Also, 
President Gemayel, who has so few allies in his efforts to 
restore peace and stability in Lebanon, would be personally 
grateful if we agreed to the Patriarch's request. F i nally, the 
Patriarch is one of the few Lebanese leaders to speak out 
boldly for compromise and national reconciliation. Granting 
his request would be tangible evidence of our suppo rt for his 
courage and statesmanship. 

~e~ 
Executive Secretary 

· tONFIDENTIAL 
DECL : OADR 

8312 
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To highlight continuing U.S. concern about 
restoration of Lebanon's sovereignty, unity, 
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The Patriarch is one of the few Lebanese 
leaders to speak out boldly for compromise 
and national reconciliation. A brief visit 
with the President would encourage Sfeir and 
all those in Lebanon who reject the politics 
of violence and extremism. 
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R - Direct Reply w/Copy 
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Send all routing updates to Central Reference (Room 75, OEOB). 
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Refer questions about the correspondence tracking system to C~ntral Reference, ext. 2590. 
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UNCLASSIFIED 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT 

TRANSMITTAL FORM 

FOR: Mr. Paul Schott Stevens 
Executive Secretary 
National Security Council 
The White House 

REFERENCE: 

To: The President 

From: Mr . Mervin Evans 

Date: February 29, 1988 

SIS 8B07980 

Date April 21, 1988 

Subject: Request for Validation of Passport Travel to Lebanon 

WH Referral Dated: 3/16/88 _.,a____._ ________ _ 

NSC ID# (if any) : --=--5 """'6 5;::...8;::...0"'"'6"'---------

The attached item was sent directly to the 
Department of State. 

ACTION TAKEN: 

A draft reply is attached. 

A draft reply will be forwarded. 

A translation is attached. 

·xxx An information copy of a direct reply is attached. 

We believe no response is necessary for the reason 
--- cited below. 

___ The Department of State has no objection to the 
proposed travel. 

Other (see remarks). ---
REMARKS: 

(7 fl/J . ·r. \lJ . UvCfL 
Director . 

Secretariat St f 

UNCLASSIFIED 

-: 



Mervin Evans 
P.O. Box 4561 
Los Angeles, CA S00Sl 

Dear Mr. Evans: 

The President has asked me to reply to your recent letter 
requesting an exception to the current restriction on U.S. 
passports for travel to Lebanon. 

The Secretary of State restricted the use of the passport 
for travel to Lebanon on January 29, 1987 because he determined 
that Lebanon is an area "where there is imminent danger to the 
public health and physical safety of United States travelers" 
within the meaning of Section 51.72 of Title 22, of the Code of 
Federal Regulations. The criteria for granting exceptions to 
the passport use restriction are outlined in Section 51.73 of 
the same regulation. A copy is enclosed for your information. 

Since conditions in Lebanon are so chaotic and dangerous at 
present, the granting of an exception to the restriction on the 
use of the passport to travel there for the purpose set forth 
in your request would be inconsistent with our responsibility 
to safeguard the lives of Americans abroad. Therefore, your 
req~est to travel to Lebanon at this time is denied. 

I regret that our reply could not be favorable. 

Enclosure: 
Copy of ~2 CFR 51.72-3. 

Sincerely, 

William B. Wharton, Director 
Office of Citizenship Appeals 
and Legal Assistance 

.r 
,''"-{ ~ilt' 



§ 51.72 Passports invalid for t ravel Into or 
through restricted areas. 

(BJ Unless specifically validated 
therefore, U.S. passports shall cease to 
be valid for travel into or through a 
country or area which the Secretary 
has determined is: 

( 1) A country with which the United 
States is at war, or 

,Li A country or area where armed 
hostilities are in progress; or 

(3) A country or area in which there 
is imminent danger to the public 
health or physical safety of United 
States travelers. 

Cb) Any determination made under 
paragraph (a) of this section shall be 
published in the FEDERAL REGISTER 
along with a statement of the circum­
stances requiring this rest riction. 

<c) Unless limited to a shorter 
period, any such restriction shall 
expire at the end of one year from the 
date of publication of such notice in 
the FEDERAL REGISTER, unless extended 
or sooner revoked by the Secretary by 
public notice. 
[Dept. Reg. 108.786, 45 FR 11128, Feb. 20, 
1980) 

§ 51.73 Special validation of passports for 
travel to restricted areas, 

Ca) A United States National wishing 
a validation of his passport for travel 
to, in, or through a restricted country 
or area may apply for a special valida­
tion to the Office of Passport Services, 
a passport agency, or a foreign service 
post authorized to issue passports. The 
application shall be accompanied by 
evidence that the applicant falls 
within the standards set out in para­
graph (c) of this section. 

Cb) The Assistant Secretary of State 
for Consular Affairs or an authorized 
designee of that official shall decide 
whether 0r not to grant a special vali­
dation. The special validation shall be 
granted only when such action is de­
termined to be in the national interest 
of the United States. 

(c) An application may be considered 
if: 

(l) The applicant is a professional 
reporter, the purpose of whose trip ls 
to obtain, and make available to the 
public, information about the restrict­
ed area; or 

(2) The applicant is a representative 
of the American Red Cross; or 

(3) The applicant establishes that 
his or her trip is justified by compel­
ling humanitarian considerations; or 

(4) The applicant 's request is other­
wise In the national interest. 
(Sec. l, 44 Stat. 887, as amended <22 u.s.c. 
2lla>: sec. 4, 63 Stat. 111, as amended c22 



T H E W H I T E H O U S E 

REFERRAL 

0 F F I C E 

MARCH 16, 1988 

TO: DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

ACTION REQUESTED: 
DIRECT REPLY, FURNISH INFO COPY 

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING : 

ID: 565806 

MEDIA: 

TO : 

FROM: 

LETTER, DATED FEBRUARY 29 , 1988 

PRESIDENT AND MRS. REAGAN 

MR. MERVIN EVANS 
MERVIN EVANS FOR CONGRESS 
POST OFF I CE BOX 4561 
LOS ANGELES CA 90051 

SUBJECT : REQUESTS A "WAIVER OF RESTRICTIONS" SO HE 
CAN GO TO LEBANON 

88079 80 

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL - - IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN 
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE 
UNDERSIGNED AT 456 - 7486. 

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE 
(OR DRAFT) TO : 

AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91 , THE WHITE HOUSE , 20500 

SALLY KELLEY 
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON 
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 



MERVIN EV ANS FOR CONGRESS 

n {AO 
~ Ronald & Nanc8 Reagan 

President & First Lad8 
h.lh i t e House 
1600 Penns81vania 
Washington D.C. 20500 

P.O. BOX 4561 

LOS ANGELES, CA 90051 

Dear Mr. President & Nanc8 Reagan: 

880 79 80 

Like 80U 1 I am ver8 troubled that· another American, Lt. Col. 
William Higgins, has been Kidnapped in Lebanon. 

We need policies that will lead to the freedom of American hostages 
in Leb .:i.non. 

During a telephone conversation 8esterda 8 with John Le Baron, of 
the State Department, I was informed the Department didn~t have 
plans to expedite the release of Lt. Col. William Higgins. 

When I asked Mr. 
released, Mr. Le 
Gc, 1 • .1ernmen t." 

Le Ba.ron, 1.1..1hen 
8.arc,n rep 1 i ed, 

Higgins was expected 
"You~re asking the 

forgotten these . . -Ame 1 c . .,.r, s ·,-· 

tc, be 

I h@ve started arranqements for a fact finding tour in Lebanon. I 
1 .• • . .1ould like to see first ha nd v . .1hat ~s t-.=q;Lp§!ntr,q in Leba.r,c,n. The 
current Americar, pc,1 iq;1-· (n . tt-;e ·-~-·t-·'fi,jdle Ea.st h .:i.s probi'err,s. - Our 
State Department has no control, and it~s clear the current 
Congressional Leadership in Washington doesn~t have a plan to 
+ree the Ameican hostaqes. I doubt m8 trip will le a d to the 
freedom of an8 hostages, however, I am ver8 confident that there 
is a pot e ntial for peace. kidnappings of Americans must come to 
.:;1.r1 e n ,j. 

I pla n to ask several leading ministers from the 29th 
Congressional district to join me for this trip. Mr. President 
& Mrs. Reagan, travel to Lebanon requires approval bH the State 
Department Office of Special Appeals. I am confident that ~our 
en dor-:::erne n t ~!3"-t: _!I!.J;;l request for .:;1. 11 l,.Ja. iv er of F.:e strict fc:«is ' , ,_ . ._101_i 1 ,j 
ma.Ke...- the trip P.2€..:§2__ b 1 e • 

Yours for a Better America, 

Mervin E•,J .:i.ns 
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EVANS 88 

P.O. BOX 4561 

LOS ANGELES, CA 90051 

213-731-8515 

MERVIN EVANS FOR CONGRESS 

A Secretary of the AGED 

Tue- Federal Government shou~a create a cabinet post for the management of 
the Social Security Administration and programs for our nation's elderly. 
It would be the duty of this cabinet officer to insure that agencies at all 
levels of government--local to federal--and agencies stemming from 
charitable organizations were in communication with each other--so as to 
maximize their effectiveness and to reduce duplication. Evans will fight 
the dismantling of the Social Security Administration Program. Evans will 
fight cutbacks in Medicare. Evans will fight for the human rights of 
Older . Americans and put on record the basic rights to dignity and to 
Freedom from Poverty for our Seniors. Evans will fight to enact Senior 
Community Service Employment programs that guarantees effective outlets for 
the skills and for the will-to-serve of retirement-age persons 

A Secretary of VETERAN AFFAIRS 

Mervin Evans served one tour in the First of the Tenth Air Cavalry, and 
the Combat Development Experimentation Conunand. Evans will work for laws 
that will enhance the rights and services to Vets. More money, the right to 
go to court, no restriction on fees to be paid to attorneys. Evans will 
work for the development of a Department of Veteran Affairs. The Federal 
Government should create a cabinet post for the management of the Veterans 
Administration and programs for our nation's veterans. It would be the 
duty of this cabinet officer to insure that agencies at all levels of 
government protect Veterans rights. 

IlUNGER IN AMERICA 

Millions of Americans are out of work. The sluggish economy fails to 
allow them EMPLOYMENT. Two million AMERICANS are homeless. Tens of 
thousands of AMERICANS roam the nation--the better-off ones living in 
automobiles--searching for work. Soup lines stretch three or four blocks 
in length in some cities. Evans will fight for a full restoral of all food 
stamps cutbacks. Ending World Ilunger, starts by ending Ilunger in America. 

The College Education 

College, it is the right of every American to qualify him- or herself and 
to seek admission to an institution of higher learning. Our nation is only 
as strong as our people are. If America does not invest in its forthcoming 
generations, our future will crumble. 



EVAN~ 88 
P.O. BOX 4561 

LOS ANGELES, CA 90051 

213-731-8515 

DEMOCRAT FOR CONGRESS 29Til DISTRICT 

MERVIN EVANS A Campaign Professional 

Tom Dradley for Mayor 
Jess Unruh for Governor 
George McGovern for President 
Tom Bradley for Mayor 
Jimmy Carter for President 
Jimmy Carter for President & Cindy Ware for Assembly 
Tom Bradley .for Mayor 
Archie for Assembly, Ware for Assembly 

,,. 

1969 
1970 
1972 
1973 
1975 
1976 
1977 
1978 
1980 
1982 
1984 
1985 
1986 

Jimmy Carter for President & John Stanton for Superior Court 
Telleria, De Espinosa - Superior Court & Tom Dradley for Governor 
Jackson for President 
Geter for School Board 
Tom Bradley for Governor 

Experience--Ilelping People 

Past Employee of the California State Assembly 
Past A.dministrative Aide - California Assoc~ of !Hack L~\p_;.;g.::;-c;,, 
Director, The Community People 
Partner, Digelow & Evans 
Past State Chair, California Democratic Council Youth Caucus 

Community Involvement--'A part of; not apart from' 

Member, Sierra Club, Angeles Chapter 
Member, National Parks & Conservation Association 
Member, The Oceanic Society 
Member, Southern California Alliance for Survival 
Member, Los Angeles County Natural Ilistory Museum Alliance 
Member, Friends of the Watts Library 
Member, Martin Luther King, Young Democrats 
Member, Los Angeles Democratic Central Committee 
Member, Board of Directors The AIDS CENTER 
Member, Teamsters (Local 372) 

_____ Treasurer,, Democratic -st.at~ Gent:re-al Conun:itt:ee, - 41th Assembly District -

Military Service 

United States Army, 1/l0th Air Cavalry 
CEDEC--Ilunter Liggett Weapons Testing Center 

Education 

University of California, Santa Cruz 
California State University, Los Angeles 
Monterey Peninsula College 
Los Angeles Iligh School 




