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May 12, 1988

The Honorable Ronald Reagan
President of the United States
Washington, DC 20003

Dear Mr. President:

My mname is Bechara Samaha and I am the current President of the

Lebanese Student Association (LSA). This committee’s main objective is
to find a solution to the Lebanese problem. This Association 1is

centered in Beirut and is supported by many leaders of the Lebanese
people. This Association was created by the former, and now deceased,
President-Elect of Lebanon, Bashir Gemayel. 1In addition to my duties as
President of the LSA, I was the Student Governor of East Beirut. I was
also an advisor to Bashir Gemayel during his campaign in 1982. Finally,
I am a member of a political bureau of the Lebanese forces and I was the
director of the Bureau of Information and Orientation of the Phalangist
Party. The current President of Lebanon, Amin Gemayel, is a personal
friend and our families are tied closely together. I am in Washington,
D.C. attending Villanova University’s seminar minimester. The reason I
am writing you is that I would like to discuss with you the possibili-
ties for a greater understanding between our two countries. I also
would like to solicit your opinion on the nature of this problem from an
American perspective,.

My dream is to foster peace in Lebanon. I believe that this can be

realistically accomplished. I wish to promote greater harmony between
Lebanese Christians and Muslims. Some of my wishes are to see a new,
reformed Labanese constitution, a medernized gecular army, the with-

TG LNy, “lie

drawal of external forces from my country, and the strengthening and
improving of the democratic process, especially with the wupcoming
elections.

An economically and politically vibrant Lebanon is in the interest
of the United States. A healthy Lebanese capitalistic economy will
prevent my country from adopting socialism. A strong Lebanese demo-
cratic political system will help prevent terrorist actions and could
ensure that my country is a land of freedom and security. Strategical-
ly, a dynamic Lebanon could be America’s Arab liaison in the Middle
East. Finally, America’s interest will be protected if Lebanon's
influence as an Arab country is stabilized.

I will be in Washington, D.C. from May 15 until June 3 and I would
like very much to discuss these ‘mutual interests with you. I will
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contact your office shortly to arrange for a meeting. Thank you for
your time and consideration.

May we be instruments of peace.

Qincaralxr

becndrd sdmana

If you wish, you may contact me at the following addresses if ou have
any questions or if you would like to arrange for an appointment.

Permanent Temporary

Political Science Department American University

Villanova University Washington, DC 20016
Villanova, PA 19085 c/o Dr. Jerry Hanus

Phone: (215) 645-4968 Phone: (301) 885-6228 (0)

(301)--762=3714 (H) tove o=t
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White House

To. President Reagan

From:

Mr. Michel K. Nahas

Date:

August 1, 1988

Subject: Writes regarding plight of Lebanen, its war between

-the factions and'appeals for U.S. "help.

WH Referral Dated: 586981 o
NSC ID# (if any): Y

The attached item was sent dﬂrcc*lv to the
Department of State.

ACTICN TAXEN: ' ' +

REMARKS:

A draft reply is attached.

A draft reply will be forwarded.

A translation is attached.

An information copy of a direct reply is attached.

We believe no response is necessary for the reason
cited below.

The Department of State has no objection to the
proposed travel,

Other (see remarks). . G







United States Department of State

Washington, D.C. 20520

August 22, 1988

Dear Mr. Nahas:

I have been asked to reply to your letter of August 1 to
President Reagan. I was pleased to review the material which
you sent concerning Lebanon's strategic position and your
personal and political background.

As you know, we are committed to helping the Lebanese elect
a consensus candidate who will pursue constitutional reform and
national reconciliation. We urge all candidates to work for
these goals.

Sincerely,

/ 7
G.

Ambassador David Newton
Director

Office of Jordan, Lebanon and
Syrian Affairs

Mr. Michel K. Nahas
Post Office Box 70844,
Antelias,
Beirut, Lebanon.
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POST OFFICE BOX 70844
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THE PRESIDENCY OF LEBANON FROM THE GREEK
CATHOLIC COMMUNITY
PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN

TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE
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Michel K. NAHAS

P.O.Box : 70844
Antelias - Beirut
Lebanon

The honorable Ronald Reagan

President of the United States /47 %b4/L ]
The White House 7 4 /?5};
Washinton D.C.

My dear Mr. President,

With all respect, I address this letter to you hoping you
give it your complete attention

As you well know, Mr. President, my country, Lebanon, has
suffered now for more than thirteen years from a factional
war between Maronite Christian extremists on one side, and
between all of the Moslem sects on the other

This war, as well as this situation, is extremely grave,
painful, and critical - not only for my country, but above
all for the Christian minority that has existed and lived
in Lebanon for many generations

This Christian minority, which is very attached to the West
and extremely devoted to the United States of America,
finds itself face to face with an overwhelming majority of
fanatical Moslems. The latter supported by most of the
Moslems countries of the Middle East, are seeking together,
and by all means to aid their brothers, the Moslems of
Lebanon who, in turn, abhor for the most part all that in
western, including the United States

The Maronite Christians for their part have never cease” to
hold, since the independance of my country in I945 unti.
today all the highest public offices, including the presi-
dential office. Due to the fact that these Christians hold
such key positions in government without the legitimate,
legal right to do so, has led to extreme hate and jealousy
among not only the Moslems, but also non-maronite Chris-
tians of Lebanon

His Beatitude, the Patriarch Maximos V HAKIM, the supreme
chief of our Greek Catholic Christian Community has sug-
gested that in order to put an end to his infernal belli-
gerence, one must cast off all of the extremist Maronite
Christians and Moslems of all sects and entrust the pre-
sidency to an extremely moderate Christian belonging to
this Greek Catholic Community

This suggestion was immediately accepted and greatly ap-
preciated by all Moslems of all sects, including a majo-
rity of Christians. Everyone would like to see the end
to all the atrocities that have taken place during the
war .



(2)

Mr. President,

I have a profound attachment to the West, and above all
to the United States of America which I consider my se-
cond country. I am convinced that the United States of

America through which the free world won both wars

I9I4 - I939, could surely help Lebanon to come over his
suffering and ensure his destiny through your good self.

Very respectfully Yours,
Z
@ Ao B Yakas

Michel K. NAHAS
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Reg. XIX N¢ 295 Raboueh, Sept. Sth, 1985

To Whom It May Concern,

We Maximos V Hakim, Patriarch of Antioch and all the East,
of Alexandria and of Jerusalem, have very well known our beloved
son Mr, Michel Nahas of Zahleh and the Bekaa, for a long time. He
is a notable Lebanese citizen of great merit.

We know that Mr. Nahas is '‘the only greek.catholic candidate
for the presidengy of the Lebanese Republic.

Estimating his qualifications of honesty and straigyht for-
wardness, in addition to his adminisirative and commercial capa-
cities, we appreciate his openness towards the neighbouring arab
countries and towards other countries of the western world part1~
cularly the United States of America and France.

We are glad to express our respect to Mr. Nahas and our full
confidence in him and to wish him the best.

With our apostolic blessing.

T -z Hiiod 1

oo 0N AXIMOS 'V HAKIM,
“'“4&5 w\.‘R-\"atmarc*h of“Antioch and all the East,
"\*‘\ of Alexandrla and of  Jerusalem.
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Michel K. NAHAS

P.O.Box : 70844
Antelias - Beirut

Lebanon !

My dear Mr. President,

This article appeared in the British magazine "JANE'S"
on May 2Ist I988 .

This magazine is specialized in defense issues and
clearly outlines all Syria's actions towards streng-
thening its defense continuously and intensifying its
hostilities against the United States, Israel and
Lebanon, all with Russia's extensive assistance .

the presiaency iu auguoc. - . _
T.ahanmsn as that of Israel with the United States, and

R s AnTVar

Sincerely,
P kel @z&

Michel K. NAHAS
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Nancy and I are deeply touched by the way so many people have
reached out to us during these days. My recovery has been hastened
and my spirits uplifted by the many good wishes that have come my
way from friends like you. From the bottom of my heart, thank you

and God bless you.
(é N Q—u&w\
) b LR ,,; -
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Mr. Michel Nahas
Post Office Box 42

Zahle, Lebanon
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JIMMY CARTER

October 30, 1984

To Josephine Nahas

Rosalynn and I are grateful for your
expression of thoughtfulness. We appreciate
your many kindnesses on our behalf, and are

glad to know =~ ~nr ~lrrmes ancnd s e
With best wishes,

Sincerely,

ey,
o

Mrs. Josephine Nahas
Post Office Box 42
Zahle, Lebanan
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YUS L. ASh Stieet, .U, BOX 150/
| Goldsboro, North Carolina 27530
» Phone: Off. 919/735-9122 Res. 9197778-2468

March 22, 1982

Senator Jesse Helms
Senate Office Building
Washington, D. C.

Dear Senator Helms:

I would like to introduce to vou Mr, Michel K. Nahas
of Zahle, Lebanon..

Mr. Nahas is scheduled to discuss the Middle East and
particularily Lebanon with President Reagan's Middle
East Advisory Committee this week.

Since you.are a very influential member of the Senate
and share Mr, Nahas's concern for a Pro-American Force
in a peaceful solution to the Lebanon Civil Strife, I
believe you should arrange to meet and talk with him,

Mr. Nahas was referred to me by Neil Joseph of Golds-

boro, North Carolina, who is Honorary Counsel to Leba-

non. Mr. Joseph was also another loyal supporter of

yours and Senator East. : -

Sincerely,

Frank A, Foster, CLU
Past Chairman,
Wayne County Republican Party

FAF/zf



Finst PBapist %m,{ of Daytona PBeack

118 N. Palmetto Avenue / Daytona Beach, Florida 32014 / (904) 253-5691

Bobby Welch, Pastor

February 7, 1985

My Dear Mr, President,

Allow this note to convew our deep affection for
our mutual friend, Mr. Michel Nahas of.lebanon.

Mr. Nahas has been such an interested and committed
brother in Christ while he has stayed in our city and
has been an inspiration to many in our entire area. He
regulafly attends our church and is considered a member
when he 1is in the country.

Never have I seen a man anymore committed to his
country as well as our beloved U.S.A. I know your inter-
est in him and world peace will continue to be a great help
and encouragement to him. So may I just say "Thank you"
for all your support of this dear brother.

With You In His Certain Victory!!
Bobby Hi Welch
: Pastor :

BHW/ph

“Proclalming the World's Only Savior from the World’s Mest Famous Beach”
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. August 31, 1988

Mr. Paul Schott Stevens ? ;
Executive Secretary
National Security Council
The White House
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REFERENCE:

Ta: President Reagan

From: J-L. Boohaker, American Lebanese League

Date:June 29, 1988; received August 10, 1988

Subject: U-S. Involvement in Lebanon; the elections in

-Lebanon - and Syrian Involvement in-Lebanon

WH Referral Dated: 587075 *
NSC ID# (if any): ’

The attached item was sent d’r=c*lv to the
Department of State.

-,

ACTION TAKREN: " : ' 4

A draft reply is attached.
A draft reply will be forwarded.

A translation is attached.

% An information copy of a direct reply is attached.
We believe nc response is necessary for the reason
cited below.
The Department of State has no objection to the
propesed travel.
Cther (see remarks). o s
REMARKS :

~-zretariat Staff :
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United States Department of State

Washington, D.C. 20520

August 25, 1988

Dear Mr. Boohaker:

Thank you for your letter of June 29, 1988 to President
Reagan about the Lebanese presidential election. The President
has asked me to reply.

The United States government shares your deep concern about
the Lebanese election. The election is important to the
process of restoring Lebanon's unity and stability.
Accordingly, the election must proceed constitutionally and in
a peaceful and orderly manner, so that a smooth, legitimate
transition can occur.

The choice of a new president is for the Lebanese
themselves to make. The new president must represent all the
Lebanese people so that he can build on the efforts that
already have been made to promote national reconciliation and
to reform the Lebanese constitution.

We, too, want a free, democratic, and independent Lebanon
and will continue our efforts to help the Lebanese achieve this
goal.

Sincerely;

P

Edward S. Walker

Deputy Assistant Secretary

Bureau of Near Eastern and
South Asian Affairs

Mr. Joseph L. Boohaker,
President,
American Lebanese League,
National Press Building, Suite 1185,
Washington, D. C. 20005.






Therefore, we urgently request that you and Segcretary Shultz
.immediately correct these mlsleadlng _statements. Otherwise,
American-Lebanese here in the U. S., and our beleaguered relatives
in Lebanon, believe that Syria and her paid political allies in
Lebanon are convinced that the U.S. will tacitly support any Syrian
move against Christian East Beirut, a miscalculation that would
cause great bloodshed and loss of innocent lives, cost Lebanon its
freedom and sovereignty, and for which the American-Lebanese
community will hold this administration responsible.

Asking your favorable consideration, we are

(U o

Adel Honein Joseph/L. Boohaker
Chairman of the Board President

Respectfully yours,
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Dacs AUJust 31, 19gg

FOR: Mr. Paul Schott Stevens . !
Executlve Secretary
National Security Council
The White House
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mas: President Reagan

From: Mr. Adel Honein

Date: August 16, 1988

Subject: U.S. Involvement in Lebanon/Lebanese Election

- and Syrian Involvement in Same - ~

WH Referral Dated: 287235 "
NSC ID# (if any): !

The attached item was sent directly to the
Department of State. '

ACTION TAKEN: ’ : ' ¢

A draft reply is attached.
A draft reply will be forwarded.

A translation is attached.

An informatiecn copy of a direct reply is attached.

We believe no response is necessary for the reascn
cited below.

The Department of State has no ebjection to the
proposed travel.

e

Cther (see remarks). R ot
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United States Department of State

et T ) Washingion, D.C. 20520

August 25, 1988

Dear Mr. Honein:

Thank you for your correspondence of Augqust 16 to President
Reagan about the Lebanese presidential election. The President
has asked me to reply.

The United States government shares your deep concern about
the Lebanese election. The election is important to the
process of restoring Lebanon's unity and stability.
Accordingly, the election must proceed constitutionally and in
a peaceful and orderly manner, so that a smooth, legitimate
transition can occur,

The choice of a new president is for the Lebanese
themselves to make. The new president must represent all the
Lebanese people so that he can build on the efforts that
already have been made to promote national reconciliation and
to reform the Lebanese constitution.

We, too, want a free, democratic, and independent Lebanon
and will continue our efforts to help the Lebanese achieve this
goal.

Sincerg&y,

/

Edward S. Walker

Deputy Assistant Secretary

Bureau of Near Eastern and
South Asian Affairs

Mr . Adel Honein
National Chairman,
American Lebanese League,
50 East Street, .
Matheun, Massachusetts 01844.
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Data August 31, 1988

FQR: Mr. Paul Schott Stavens 1
Executilve Secretary
Naticnal Security Council
The White House

s

[P

EERENCE:

President Reaga
To: : gan

From: Mr. Elia Sarkis, American Lebanese. League

-

Date: August 16, 1988

Subject: U.S. Involvement in Lebanon and the Lebanese

‘Election
WH Referral Dated: 87246 "
NSC ID# (if any): :

The attached itsm was sent d’rﬁc*lv to the
Department of State.

>,

ACTION TAKEN: ' ‘ 4

A draft reply is attached.

A draft reply will be forwarded.

A translation is attached.

An information copy of a direct reply is attached.

We believe no response is necessary for the reason
cited below.

The Department of State has no objecticn to the
proposed travel.

Other (see remarXs).
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United States Department of State

Washington, D.C. 20520

August 25, 19838
¢

Dear Mr. Sarkis:

Thank you for your correspondence of August 16 to President
Reagan about the Lebanese presidential election. The President
has asked me to reply.

The United States government shares your deep concern about
the Lebanese election. The election is important to the
process of restoring Lebanon's unity and stability.
Accordingly, the election must proceed constitutionally and in
a peaceful and orderly manner, so that a smooth, legitimate
transition can occur.

The choice of a new president is for the ILebanese
themselves to make. The new president must represent all the
Lebanese people so that he can build on the efforts that
already have been made to promote national reconciliation and
to reform the Lebanese constitution.

We, too, want a free, democratic, and independent Lebanon
and will continue our efforts to help the Lebanese achieve this
goal.

Sincerel

P4

A

Edward S. Walker

Deputy Assistant Secretary

Bureau of Near Eastern and
South Asian Affairs

G

Mr. Flia Sarkis,
President,
Lebanese American Kateib of Massachusetts,
14 Cedarcrest Road,
West Roxbury, Massachusetts 02132.
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