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NATIONs ¢ 2 UTY COUNC
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506

October 18, 1988

ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR PAUL SCHOTT STEVENS

FROM: WILLIAM J. BURNé”ﬁ

SUBJECT : Letter Concerning a Message Received from

Patriarch Sfeir on U.S. Policy Toward Lebanon

Attached at Tab B are two mailgrams from Archbishop Francis M.
Zayek concerning a message received from Patriarch Sfeir on U.S.
policy toward Lebanon and Presidential elections in Lebanon. The
NSC staff concurs with the suggested State draft response.

RECOMMENDAT ION

That you approve and forward the attached memorandum for Sally
Kelley at Tab TI.

Approve Disapprove
Attachments
Tab I Memorandum for Sally Kelley
Tab A Draft Response
Tab B Mailgrams from Archbishop Zayek

Prepared by:
Stephen E. Benko
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506

October 18, 1988

MEMORANDUM FOR SALLY KELLEY

FROM: PAUL SCHOTT STEV’ENQW

SUBJECT: Letter Concerning Message Received from Sfeir
Regarding U.S. Policy Toward Lebanon

The NSC staff concurs with the attached State draft response.

Attachments

Tab A Draft Response
Tab B Mailgrams from Archbishop Zayek



DEPARTMENT OF STATE

DRAFT REPLY

Dear Archbishop Zayek:

Thank you for your messages of September 19 and 25
concerning U.S. policy toward Lebanon and the presidential
election there.

The United States supports the national unity, sovereignty,
and territorial integrity of Lebanon. We encourage and support
efforts to end the violence and disorder there and reestablish
a dialogue among the Lebanese that could open the way to
constitutional reform and national reconciliation.

On the presidential election, we believe this is a critical
time to work for consensus, not confrontation and partition.

We urge all parties to exercise maximum restraint. The recent
evolution of rivalsweg€claims to government authority
demonstrates the need for an election to be held as soon as
possible in peace, freedom, and safety. The United States
believes that the Lebanese must select their next president

through Lebanon's constitutional process.

Archbishop Francis M. Zayek
Bishop of the Diocese of Saint Maron, U.S.A.,
Our Lady of the Cedars of Lebanon,
61 Rockwood Street,

Jamaica Plains, MA 02130.



_2_‘

Throughout this critical period, the United States intends
to remain in contact with as many responsible Lebanese groups
and leaders as possible. We do not intend to take measures
that will deepen partition rather than promote an election.

We are concerned about the plight of all innocent
civilians, Christian and Muslim, who have suffered so much
during the last 13 years of fighting. Reports of sectarian
massacres and property destruction unfortunately have been
widespread in Lebanon; no confessional community appears to
have escaped unscathed.

As a reflection of our support for Lebanon's sovereignty,
the United States maintains a military and economic assistance
program. Also, the United States provides substantial
humanitarian aid totalling over $20 million annually to help
feed and shelter the people of Lebanon. Our relief and
reconstruction projects and programs also continue.

Finally, the United States continues to support efforts to
end the cycle of violence in southern Lebanon, in part through
its support for UNIFIL, the United Nations Interim Forces in
Lebanon. We remain convinced that agreed-upon security
arrangements among Syria, Lebanon, and Israel provide the best
means of assuring stability and security for the people of
southern Lebanon and northern Israel.

Sincerely,
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TRLSHITTAL FORX L

</ 8829659

Da:é October 14, 1988

t1j
O
)

M-. Pzul Schcott Stavens oo )
Executive Secrecary - . -
National Security Council @

The White House

RETERZNCE:

To: President Reagan

From: Archbishop Frances M. Zayek

Dats: September 19, 1988

Subject:_Concerned re Sfeir's Message that Assistant Secretary

"Murphy 'sold out to the Syrians oer Lebanon

WH Referral Dated: OcCtober 11, 1988 =
NSC ID# (if any): _ 592611 :

The attached item was sent dirsctly to the
Dezartment of State. '

ACTION TARZEN: ' ' 4

XX A draft reply is attached.
A draft reply will be forwarded.
A translation is attached.
An informaticn copy of a direct reply is attached.

We believe no response is necessary for the rsascn
cited below.

The Department of State has nc aobjection ta tie
proposed travel.

Other (see remarks). LG

G N

REMARKS : h
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T HE WHTITE HOUSE OFFICE

REFERRAL

OCTOBER 11,

TO: DEPARTMENT OF STATE

ACTION REQUESTED:

DRAFT REPLY FOR SIGNATURE OF:
WHITE HOUSE STAFF MEMBER

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING:

1988

ID: 592611

MEDIA: MAILGRAM, DATED SEPTEMBER 19, 1988

TO: PRESIDENT REAGAN

FROM: ARCHBISHOP FRANCIS M. ZAYEK
BISHOP OF THE DIOCESE OF
SAINT MARON, U.S.A.
OUR LADE, OF THE CEDARS OF LEBANON
61 ROCKWOOD STREET
JAMATICA’ PLAINS MA 02130

SUBJECT: EXPRESSES CONCERN WITH A MESSAGE RECEIVED
FROM THEIR PATRIARCH NASRALLAH PETER SFEIR
STATING THAT THE U.S. THROUGH UNDER SECRETARY
OF STATE RICHARD MURPHY HAS GIVEN UP
LEBANON TO SYRIA

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN

TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT,

UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486.

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE
(OR DRAFT) TO:
AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE, 20500

SALLY KELLEY

PLEASE TELEPHONE THE

DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE
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Bob Perito
Marybel Batjer
Paul Stevens
John Negroponte
Colin Powell

Paul Stevens
Situation Room

West Wing Desk

National Security Council

The White House

System # !

Package # EQZ.J-—‘T:

poctoc CM o
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UNCLASSIFIED RECORD I

NSC/S PROFILE RECEIVED
TO: KELLEY, S
FROM: STEVENS DOC DATE: 18 OCT 88
SOURCE REF:
KEYWORDS: LEBANON MP

PERSONS: SFEIRS, PETER

SUBJECT: LTR CONCERNED RE SFEIRS MSG THAT ASSISTANT SECRETARY MURPHY SOLD
OUT SYRIANS ON LEBANON

ACTION: STEVENS SGD MEMO DUE DATE: 20 OCT 88 STATUS: C

BURNS LOGREF:

NSCIF: CODES :

DOCUMENT DISTRIBUTION

FOR CONGURRENCE FOR INFO
BENKO
BURNS
STEVENS
COMMENTS :
DISPATCHED BY (> A2 DATe. /€ S < BY HAND
OPENED BY: NSRCB CLOSED BY: NSGAD DOC 4 OF 4



UNCLASSIFIED RECORD ID: 8807429
ACTION DATA SUMMARY REPORT

DOC ACTION OFFICER CAO ASSIGNED ACTION REQUIRED

001 BURNS Z 88101710 PREPARE MEMO STEVENS TO KELLEY
003 STEVENS Z 88101815 FOR SIGNATURE

004 X 88101818 STEVENS SGD MEMO
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EXZCUTIVE SECRETARIAT .

TRUGHITIAL FORN &

s/s 8827988

Data September 29, 1988

FQR: MMr. Paul Schott Stevens 1 f
Executlve Secretary
National Security Council
The White House

Ce

o

RETERENCE:

To: President Reagan

From: Michel K. Nahas

Date: Letter dated August 30, 1988

- Subject: Ask to support his candidacy for:Presidency of

"Lebanon’ ‘ -

WH Referral Dated: September 22, 1988 .
NSC ID# (if any): 592617 :

The attached item was sent directly to the
Department of State. '

-

ACTION TAREN: ) : ' 4

A draft reply is attached.

A draft reply will be forwarded.
A translation is attached.

An information copy of a direct reply is attached.
XXX We believe no response is necessary for the reason
cited below.

The Department of State has no objection to the.
proposed travel.

~——

Other (see remarks). LG

& 2

REMARKS: Nahas is not a serious candidate; in fact, he is not even eligible
to be president under the Lebanese National Pact of 1943, which restricts the
presidency to Maronite Catholics. Nahas is Greek Catholic. Any response would
quite likely be distorted or misused by Nahas to enhance his position in Lebanon.

The USG need not be a party to these efforts. P A L
Directpr <

cretariat Stacf ;
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T HE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE

REFERRAL
SEPTEMBER 22, 1988
TO: DEPARTMENT OF STATE

ACTION REQUESTED:
DIRECT REPLY, FURNISH INFO COPY

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING:

ID: 592617
MEDIA: LETTER, DATED AUGUST 30, 1988
TO: PRESIDENT REAGAN
FROM: MR. MICHEL K. NAHAS
POST OFFICE BOX 70844
ANTELIAS

BEIRUT LEBANON

SUBJECT: ASKS FOR SUPPORT IN HIS CANDIDACY FOR THE
PRESIDENCY OF LEBANON, HE IS A CANDIDATE FROM
THE GREEK CATHOLIC COMMUNITY

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486.

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE
(OR DRAFT) TO:
AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE, 20500

SALLY KELLEY
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE






Michel K. NAHAS

P.0.Box : 70844
Antelias - Beirut
Lebanon !

My dear Mr. President,

This article appeared in the British magazine "JANE'S"
on May 2Ist I988 .

This magazine i1s specialized in defense issues and
clearly outlines all Syria's actions towards streng-
thening its defense continuously and intensifying its
hostilitles against the United States, Israel and
Lebanon, all with Russia's extensive assistance .

Sincerely,
P hel s %/M

Michel K. NAHAS
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Reg. XIX N¢ 295 Raboueh, Sept. Sth, 1985

To Whom It May Concern.

We Maximos V Hakim, Patriarch of Antioch and a.i the East,
of Alexandria and of Jerusalem, have very well known our beloved
son Mr. Michel Nahas of Zahleh and the Bekag, for a long time. He
1s a notable Lebanese citigzen of Jgreat merit,

We know that Mr. Nahas 1s ‘the only greek.catholic candidate
for the presidency of the Lebanese Republic.

Ecstimating his qualifications of honesty =and straight for-
wardness,in addition to his administrative and con.. rmial capa-
cities, we appreciate his openness towards the neigrbouring arab

countries and towards other countiies of the western world parti-
cularly the United States of America and France,

We are mlad to express cur i1i-:spect to Mr. Nahas and our full
conlidence in him and to wish him the best.

With our apostolic blessiug.

/ o —
_ el nnes L
+ MAXIMOS 'V HAKIM,
catriarch of~Antioch and all the East,
of Alexandria and of Jerusalem.,




The following is the text of the speech I made during the Marines
Christmas party held in one of the halls at Beirut International Airport.

I came here tonight to welcome you, friends, on this very precious
and dear occasion, the rememberance of Jesus Christ's Birth, the birth of
peace, forgiveness, love and brotherhood prevailed the whole world.

There is no other nation following the sayings and teachings of our
Lord and behaving in virtue of his Epistle as the people and the governement
of the United States of America do.

You, officers and soldiers, by your bravery and courage,represent
the people and the government of the United States of America as well as you:
great President, Ronald W. Reagan who deserves our respect and esteem and
that of every honourable man in the world.

Your great Nation was and is yet the supporter of justice and truth
and conquered whom it helps in their most difficult times.

Since the days of your Leader, Abraham Lincoln, the days when
people were freed from oppression and slavery, your people made the covenant
to free nations and adopted the mission of veracity, honesty and love dis-
tributing it amongst all nations starting from your own land to remove all
distinctions among classes of society. Then this high mission began to
extend all over the world whilst you had pledged to back the weak, to free
the persecuted and to aid the ill-treated.

You used to lend a hand without hesitation, takin no count of all
obstacles and criticisms.

I welcome you, heroes, as we all welcome you in your second home-
land, Lebanon,assuring you of our great appreciation. Every Lebanese citi-
zen will remember through years your human action while you are miles and

miles away of your country and families and in very difficult and complex
conditions to help us free our land, retrieve our freedom and rights and
recover our sovereignty. These symbols of civiligation were doomed to
vanish and our state was about to deviate had it not been for your assis-
tance and support.

In this day, the day of love, sacrifice and forgiveness, I seize
the opportunity to ask you all to support us in our decision to regain our
rights and our exploited land, to support our beloved President, Sheikh
Amin Gemayel as well as our intrepid and brave army enabling our government
to extend its sovereignty over all our country and to insure protection and
justice to every Lebanese citizen who almost lost the hope to survive
within these eight years of exodus, suffering and torture.

We trust you, heroes, as our expectations are as great as your
country, so do not disappoint us.

In this occasion, I would like to express my gratitude and sincere
appreciation to the French and Italian Military forces and to all friendly
forces who are helping us to overcome our severe trial, wishing you all a
Merry Chrismas and a Happy New Year.
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Mr. Michel Nahas
Post Office Box 42

Zahle, Lebanon

JIMMY CARTER

October 30, 1984

To Josephine Nahas

Rosalynn and I are grateful for your
expression of thoughtfulness. We appreciate
your many kindnesses on our behalf, and are
glad to know :

With best wishes,

Sincerely,

-

' 7
Mrs. Josephine Nahas M'f{/"“’“ dfu-a/%%z[«-(
Post Office Box 42

Zahle, Lebanan






CONFIDENTIAL - - RECORI

NSC/S PROFILE RECEIY e e e
TO: PRESIDENT
FROM: NAHAS, MICHEL K DOC DATE: 30 AUG 88
B SOURCE REF: 592617
KEYWORDS: LEBANON MP
PERSONS ;
SUBJECT: LTR ASK TO SUPPORT HIS CANDIDACY FOR PRES OF LEBANUN
ACTION: ANSWERED BY STATE LTR DUE DATE: 04 OCT 88 STATUS: C
JRNS LOGREF:
NSCIF: CODES:
DOCUMENT DISTRIBUTION
FOR ACTION FOR CONCURRENCE FOR INFO
BURNS
KELLY, B
OAKLEY
RODMAN
ROSTOW
COMMENTS :
DISPATCHED BY "DATE BY HAND  W/ATTCH
OPENED BY: NSRCB CLOSED BY: NSRCB DOC 1 OF 1

CONFIDENTTAL



- . CONFIDENTIAL -+ RECORD ID: 8807064
ACTION DATA SUMMARY REPORT ‘

DOC ACTION OFFICER CAO ASSIGNED ACTION REQUIRED

001 BURNS X 88093008 ANSWERED BY STATE LTR

CONFIDENTIAL






THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

November 22, 1988

Dear Archbishop Zayek:

Thank vou for your messages of September 19 and 25 concerning
U.S. policy toward Lebanon and the Presidential election there.

The United States supports the national unity, sovereignty, and
territorial integrity of Lebanon. We encourage and support
efforts to end the violence and disorder there and reestablish a
dialogue among the Lebanese that could open the way to
constitutional reform and national reconciliation.

On the Presidential election, we believe that this is a critical
time to work for consensus, not confrontation and partition. We
urge all parties to exercise maximum restraint. the recent
evolution of rival claims to government authority demonstrates
the need for an election to be held as soon as possible in peace,
freedom, and safety. The United States believes that the
Lebanese must select their next president through Lebanon's
constitutional process.

Throughout this critical period, the United States intends to
remain in contact with as many responsible Lebanese groups and
leaders as possible. We do not intend to take measures that will
deepen partition rather than promote an election.

We are concerned about the plight of all innocent civilians,
Christian and Muslim, who have suffered so much during the last
13 years of fighting. Reports of sectarian massacres and
property destruction unfortunately have been widespread in
Lebanon; no confessional community appears to have escaped
unscathed.

As a reflection of our support for Lebanon's sovereignty, the
United States maintains a military and economic assistance
program. Also, the United States provides substantial
humanitarian aid totalling over $20 million annually to help feed
and shelter the people of Lebanon. Our relief and reconstruction
projects and programs also continue.



Finally, the United States continues to support efforts to end
the cycle of violence in southern Lebanon, in part through its
support for the United Nations Interim Forces in Lebanon. We
remain convinced that agreed-upon security arrangements among
Syria, Lebanon, and Israel provide the best means of assuring

stability and security for the people of southern Lebanon and
Northern Israel.

Sincerely,

Mary Dewhirst

Special Assistant to the President
Office of Public Liaison

Archbishop Francis M. Zayek

Bishop of the Diocese of Saint Maron, U.S.A.
Our Lady of the Cedars of Lebanon

61 Rockwood Street

Jamaica Plains, MA 02130
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NATIK AL! ITY COUNCIL
WASHINI .C. 20508

October 18, 1988

MEMORANDUM FOR SALLY KELLEY
FROM: PAUL SCHOTT STEVE
SUBJECT: Letter Concerning Message Received from Sfeir

Regarding U.S. Policy Toward Lebanon

The NSC staff concurs with the attached State draft response.

Attachments

Tab A Draft Response
Tab B Mailgrams from Archbishop Zayek
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Da:é October 14, 1988

FOR Mz. Paul Schott Stsvens Lo |
Executive Secretary N
National Security Council

The White House
REFZRZNCE:

To: President Reagan

Archbishop Francis Zayek

x|

-~y
-

2]

September 25, 1988

w)

at

1]

Subject: Requests Support for the Lebanese to Have a Free

and Democratic Presidential Election

WH Referzal Dated:;  October 11, 1988 =
NSC ID#% (if any): _ 592728 :

The attached item was sant dirsctly ta the
Derartment @f Statse. :

ACTION TAXKEN: " ' *

A draft reply is attached.
A draft reply will be forwarded.
A translation is attached.

An information copy of a direct rerly is attached.

X We believe no response is necessary for the rsascn
cited below.
The Department of State has no cbjecticn to the
propased travel.
Cther (see remarks). . 5
REMARRS:

This is Archbishop Zayek's second letter to the President.
We replied to him under another action request (NSCS #592611). No

further reply is necessary. /12176%%;%LZLZ%\7,

Dirac*tor .
icraTariat Stail ;
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THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE

REFERRAL
OCTOBER 11, 1988
TO: DEPARTMENT OF STATE

ACTION REQUESTED:
DRAFT REPLY FOR SIGNATURE OF:
WHITE HOUSE STAFF MEMBER

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING:

ID: 592728

MEDIA: MAILGRAM, DATED SEPTEMBER 25, 1988

TO: PRESIDENT REAGAN

FROM: MOST REVEREND FRANCIS ZAYEK
ARCHBISHOP

DIOCESE OF ST. MARON, USA

OUR LADY OF THE CEDARS OF LEBANON
61 ROCKWOOD STREET

JAMATICA PLAINS MA 02130

SUBJECT: REQUESTS SUPPORT FOR THE LEBANESE TO HAVE A
FREE AND DEMOCRATIC PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486.

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE
(OR DRAFT) TO:
AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE, 20500

SALLY KELLEY
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE



DEPARTMENT OF STATE

DRAFT REPLY

Dear Archbishop Zayek:

Thank you for your messages of September 19 and 25
concerning U.S. policy toward Lebanon and the presidential
election there.

The United States supports the national unity, sovereignty,
and territorial integrity of Lebanon. We encourage and support
efforts to end the violence and disorder there and reestablish
a dialogue among the Lebanese that could open the way to
constitutional reform and national reconciliation.

On the presidential election, we believe this is a critical
time to work for consensus, not confrontation and partition.

We urge all parties to exercise maximum restraint. The recent
evolution of rivald4meg€claims to government authority
demonstrates the need for an election to be held as soon as
possible in peace, freedom, and safety. The United States
believes that the Lebanese must select their next president

through Lebanon's constitutional process.

Archbishop Francis M. Zayek
Bishop of the Diocese of Saint Maron, U.S.A.,
Our Lady of the Cedars of Lebanon,
61 Rockwood Street,

Jamaica Plains, MA 02130.
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Throughout this critical period, the United States intends
to remain in contact with as many responsible Lebanese groups
and leaders as possible. We do not intend to take measures
that will deepen partition rather than promote an election.

We are concerned about the plight of all innocent
civilians, Christian and Muslim, who have suffered so much
during the last 13 years of fighting. Reports of sectarian
massacres and property destruction unfortunately have been
widespread in Lebanon; no confessional community appears to
have escaped unscathed,

As a reflection of our support for Lebanon's sovereignty,
the United States maintains a military and economic assistance
program. Also, the United States provides substantial
humanitarian aid totalling over $20 million annually to help
feed and shelter the people of Lebanon. Our relief and
reconstruction projects and programs also continue.

Finally, the United States continues to support efforts to
end the cycle of violence in southern Lebanon, in part through
its support for UNIFIL, the United Nations Interim Forces in
Lebanon. We remain convinced that agreed-upon security
arrangements among Syria, Lebanon, and Israel provide the best
means of assuring stability and security for the people of
southern Lebanon and northern Israel.

Sincerely,
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