
Ronald Reagan Presidential Library 

Digital Library Collections 

 
 

This is a PDF of a folder from our textual collections. 

 
 

WHORM Subject File Code: CO086 

(Countries: Lebanon, Republic of) 

Case File Number(s): 590000-594999 

Box: 120 

 
 

To see more digitized collections visit: 

https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library 

 

To see all Ronald Reagan Presidential Library inventories visit: 

https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection 

 

Contact a reference archivist at: reagan.library@nara.gov  

 

Citation Guidelines: https://reaganlibrary.gov/citing  

 

National Archives Catalogue: https://catalog.archives.gov/  
 

https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library
https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection
https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection
mailto:reagan.library@nara.gov
https://reaganlibrary.gov/citing
https://catalog.archives.gov/


ID# 592611 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

CORRESPONDENCE TRACKING WORKSHEET 
INCOMING 

DATE RECEIVED: SEPTEMBER 20, 1988 

NAME OF CORRESPONDENT: ARCHBISHOP FRANCIS M. ZAYEK 

SUBJECT: EXPRESSES CONCERN WITH A MESSAGE RECEIVED 
FROM THEIR PATRIARCH NASRALLAH PETER SFEIR 
STATING THAT THE U.S. THROUGH UNDER SECRETARY 
OF STATE RICHARD MURPHY HAS GIVEN UP* 

ROUTE TO: 
OFFICE/AGENCY (STAFF NAME) 

JUAN IT GAN 
~ REFERRAL NOTE: 

REFERRAL NOTE: 

REFERRAL NOTE: 

COMMENTS: * LEBANON TO SYRIA 
$<L~ ,t) 

. 
ACTION 

ACT DATE 

DISPOSITION 

TYPE C COMPLETED 
RESP D YY/MM/DD CODE YY/MM/DD 

ORG 88/09/20 __ Q_at O p51t. 
~U5/!L1--.P~.;..........1 ____ c_8_B.__!L!}! J!I tR 

2%_! lfl l ~ _i_l 1L_! ~ TR 

_/_/_ll-•_" -- - _/_/_ 

_/_/ ___ _ I I 

ADDITIONAL CORRESPONDENTS: MEDIA:M INDIVIDUAL CODES: 

PL MAIL USER CODES: (A) (B) (C) ----- ----- -----

*********************************************************************** 
*ACTION CODES: *DISPOSITION *OUTGOING * 
* * *CORRESPONDENCE: * 
*A-APPROPRIATE ACTION *A-ANSWERED 
*C-COMMENT/RECOM *B-NON-SPEC-REFERRAL 
*D-DRAFT RESPONSE *C-COMPLETED 
*F-FURNISH FACT SHEET *S-SUSPENDED 
*I-INFO COPY/NO ACT NEC* 
*R-DIRECT REPLY' W/COPY * 
*S-FOR-SIGNATURE * 
*X-INTERIM REPLY * 

*TYPE RESP=INITIALS * 
* OF SIGNER * 
* CODE= A * 
*COMPLETED= DATE OF * 
* OUTGOING * 
* * 
* * 
* * 

*********************************************************************** 

REFER QUESTIONS AND ROUTING UPDATES TO CENTRAL REFERENCE 
(ROOM 75,OEOB) EXT-2590 
KEEP THIS WORKSHEET ATTACHED TO THE ORIGINAL INCOMING 
LETTER AT ALL TIMES AND SEND COMPLETED RECORD TO RECORDS 
MANAGEMENT. 



NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D .C. 20506 

7429 

October 18, 1988 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR PAUL SCHOTT STEVENS 

FROM: WILLIAM J. BURN~ 

SUBJECT: Letter Concerning a Message Received from 
Patriarch Sfeir on U.S. Policy Toward Lebanon 

Attached at Tab Bare two mailgrams from Archbishop Francis M. 
Zayek concerning a message received from Patriarch Sfeir on U.S. 
policy toward Lebanon and Presidential elections in Lebanon. The 
NSC staff concurs with the suggested State draft response. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you approve and forward the attached memorandum for Sally 
Kelley at Tab I. 

Approve ~ Disapprove 

Attachments 
Tab I Memorandum for Sally Kelley 

Tab A Draft Response 
Tab B Mailgrams from Archbishop Zayek 

Prepared by: 
Stephen E. Benko 



NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

October 18, 1988 

MEMORANDUM FOR SALLY KELLEY 

FROM: PAUL SCHOTT STEVENR~ 

7429 

SUBJECT: Letter Concerning Message Received from Sfeir 
Regarding U. S. Policy Toward Lebanon 

The NSC staff concurs with the attached State draft response . 

Attachments 

Tab A 
Tab B 

Draft Response 
Mailgrams from Archbishop Zayek 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

DRAFT REPLY 

Dear Archbishop Zayek: 

Thank you for your messages of September 19 and 25 

concerning U.S. policy toward Lebanon and the presidential 

election there. 

The United States supports the national unity, sovereignty, 

and territorial integrity of Lebanon. We encourage and support 

efforts to end the violence and disorder there and reestablish 

a dialogue among the Lebanese that could open the way to 

constitutional reform and national reconciliation. 

On the presidential election, we believe this is a critical 

time to work for consensus, not confrontation and partition. 

We urge all parties to exercise maximum restraint. The recent 

/ evolution of rivaliR~«claims to government authority 

demonstrates the need for an election to be held as soon as 

possible in peace, freedom, and safety. The United States 

believes that the Lebanese must select their next president 

through Lebanon's constitutional process. 

Archbishop Francis M. Zayek 

Bishop of the Diocese of Saint Maron, U.S.A., 

Our Lady of the Cedars of Lebanon, 

61 Rockwood Street, 

Jamaica Plains, MA 02130. 



-2-

Throughout this critical period, the United States intends 

to remain in contact with as many responsible Lebanese groups 

and leaders as possible. We do not intend to take measures 

that will deepen partition rather than promote an election. 

We are concerned about the plight of all innocent 

civilians, Christian and Muslim, who have suffered so much 

during the last 13 years of fighting. Reports of sectarian 

massacres and property destruction unfortunately have been 

widespread in Lebanon; no confessional community appears to 

have escaped unscathed. 

As a reflection of our support for Lebanon's sovereignty, 

the United States maintains a military and economic assistance 

program. Also, the United States provides substantial 

humanitarian aid totalling over $20 million annually to help 

feed and shelter the people of Lebanon. Our relief and 

reconstruction projects and programs also continue. 

Finally, the United States continues to support efforts to 

end the cycle of violence in southern Lebanon, in part through 

its support for UNIFIL, the United Nations Interim Forces in 

Lebanon. We remain convinced that agreed-upon security 

arrangements among Syria, Lebanon, and Israel provide the best 

means of assuring stability and security for the people of 

southern Lebanon and northern Israel. 

Sincerely, 



S:C:CRETA..~IA! 

S/ S- 8829659 

D~~e October 14 , 1988 

F·:JP ... : M=. Paul Sc~ ... ctt St21,e!'ls 
2cec~tive Sec=eca:v 
National Security C8u..~cil 
The wni te Hause 

Ta: President Reagan 

F=cm: Archbishop Frances M. Zayek 

Date: September 19, 1988 

c; 

0 

Subject: Concerned re Sfeir's Message that Assistant Secretary 

Murp hy ~old out to the Syrians Q~ Lebanon 

Y-i"'H Refer=al Dated: October 11 , 1988 
NSC ID ;t ( if any) : --..5...,,.9..,..2-6..,,..1..,,..1 _______ ~. 

xx 

T.:ie at-:ac::.ed item 'IJas sen-c direc-:ly to t~e 
Depar-=.uen't of State. 

A d=aft reply is at-:ached. 

___ A draft reply will be fo~.11arded . . 

A translation is attached. 

An informa~ion copy of a·direct reply is at~ac~ed. 

We believe no res~onse is necessary far t~e reason 
cited below. 

The Department of State has no obj ec-t:ion to tlle ·. 
pro~osed t:avel. 

·---
Ober (see remarks). r; 

- I} 



T H E W H I T E H O U S E 

REFERRAL 

3829659 

0 F F I C E 

OCTOBER 11, 1988 

TO: DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

ACTION REQUESTED: 
DRAFT REPLY FOR SIGNATURE OF: 

WHITE HOUSE STAFF MEMBER 

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING: 

ID: 592611 

MEDIA: MAILGRAM, DATED SEPTEMBER 19, 1988 

TO: PRESIDENT REAGAN 

FROM: ARCHBISHOP FRANCIS M. ZAYEK 
BISHOP OF THE DIOCESE OF 
SAINT MARON, U.S.A. 
OUR LA?,OF THE CEDARS OF LEBANON 
61 ROC OOD STREET 
JAMAIC PLAINS MA 02130 

SUBJECT: EXPRESSES CONCERN WITH A MESSAGE RECEIVED 
FROM THEIR PATRIARCH NASRALLAH PETER SFEIR 
STATING THAT THE U.S. THROUGH UNDER SECRETARY 
OF STATE RICHARD MURPHY HAS GIVEN UP 
LEBANON TO SYRIA 

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN 
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE 
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486. 

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE 
(OR DRAFT) TO : 

AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE, 20500 

SALLY KELLEY 
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON 
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 
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OUR LADV OF THE CEDARS OF LEBANO 
61 ROCKWOOD 51' 

· JAMAICA PLAINS MA 02130 tqA M 

1•P22qo8S2b3 oq/19/88 !CS IPMRNCZ CSP WHSB 
&175220025 MGMA TORN BOSTO N MA 13§ oq.1q 014bP EST 

MR PRESIDENT, 

3829659 

IT IS WITH GREAT CONSTEPNATI ON THAT I HAVE RECEIVED A Mf~SAGE FROM 
OUR PATRIARCH NASRALLAH PETER SFfIR WITH WH M O _t'1""'-'_..N_ UL V. ALL 
T ME L E 8 A N E S E A NI) _ S _ 0 r: L ~B A N E S E I} ES C E N T A R E P R OF OU NOL V HUR T T O ~s E.E 
THA f~C-UNlTED STATE S THROUGH TH E HA NDS Of THE UNDER SECRETARY OF 
ff A t E R IC H A R D MU R PH V H A S G I VE N UP L E B A NO t,J T O S V R ! A_·. ~ H I L E A L L T HE I R 
HOPES WERE IN THE WO RDS OF YO UR EXCELLENCY AND THE AMERICAN 
GOVERNMENT THAT VOU WILL K!EP LEBANON FRE ! , SOV EREIGN AND TNOE~~NOENT 

- THEY ARE SEEING THAT ALL THIS IS GOING DOWN THE DRAIN~ WE BEG YOUR 
EXCELLENCV TO 00 SO~ETH!NG TO CORRE C-1- 'TH!S WRONG WHICH T~E GOOD . 
LEBANESE AND THE CHRISTIANS OF LE BANON WJLL NEVER ACCEPT. 

A~CHBJSHOP FRANCIS M ZAVEK,/BISHOP OF THE DIOCESE OF SAINT MARON 
U,S.A, 

13:t:i4 EST 

MGMCCMP 

TO REPLY BY MAILGRAM MESSAGE, SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR WESTERN UNION'S TOLL - FREE PHONE NUMBERS 

.__, 

; .· .... 
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,_..--
National Security Council ·1»1 

The White House 

System# '-
,J DC TI 8 Package# ~ Pt.f .~/ f 

DOCLOG c.J4- A/O_ 

SEQUENCE TO HAS SEEN DISPOSITION 

BobPerito ; LP A: 
Marybel Batjr~r 

Paul Stevens 2~ 
John Negroponte 

Colin Powell 

Paul Stevens 

Situation Room 

West Wing Desk 3 N 
NSC Secretariat ~ 1VG~ s: 

I 

I • = Information R = Retain D =Dispatch . N = No further Action 

cc: VP Duberstein Other __________ _ 

COMMENTS Should be seen by: _________ _ 

(Date/Time) 



TO: KELLEY, S 

FROM: STEVENS 

KEYWORDS: LEBANON 

PERSONS: SFEIRS, PETER 

UNCLASSIFIED 
NSC/S PROFILE 

MP 

RECORD ID: 8807429 
RECEIVED: 17 OCT 88 10 

DOC DATE: 18 OCT 88 
SOURCE REF: 

SUBJECT: LTR CONCERNED RE SFEIRS MSG THAT ASSISTANT SECRETARY MURPHY SOLD 
OUT SYRIANS ON LEBANON 

ACTION: STEVENS SGD MEMO 

STAFF OFFICER : BURNS 

FILES: WH NSCIF: 

DUE DATE: 20 OCT 88 

LOGREF: 

STATUS: C 

CODES: 

D O C U M E N T D I S T R I B U T I O N 

FOR ACTION FOR CONCURRENCE 

COMMENTS: 

DISPATCHED BY G /9-) DATL Ir o c , - - ---------

OPENED BY: NSRCB CLOSED BY: NSGAD 

FOR INFO 
BENKO 
BURNS 
STEVENS 

BY HAND~ 

DOC 4 OF 4 



DOC ACTION OFFICER 

001 BURNS 
003 STEVENS 
004 

UNCLASSIFIED RECORD ID: 8807429 
ACTION DATA SUMMARY REPORT 

CAO ASSIGNED ACTION REQUIRED 

Z 88101710 PREPARE MEMO STEVENS TO KELLEY 
Z 88101815 FOR SIGNATURE 
X 88101818 STEVENS SGD MEMO 





INCOMING 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
CORRESPONDENCE TRACKING WORKSHEET 

DATE RECEIVED: SEPTEMBER 21, 1988 

NAME OF CORRESPONDENT: CHOR-BISHOP SEELY BEGGIANI 

SUBJECT: OPPOSES UNDERSECRETARY OF STATE RICHARD 
MURPHY'S AGREEMENT WITH SYRIA TO IMPOSE A 
PRE-SELECTED PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE ON THE 
LEBANESE PEOPLE 

ID# 592616 

ROUTE TO: 
OFFICE/AGENCY (STAFF NAME) 

ACTION 

ACT DATE 
CODE YY/MM/DD 

DISPOSITION 

TYPE C COMPLETED 
RESP D YY/MM/DD 

JUANITA DUGGAN ORG 88/09/21 
REFERRAL NOTE: 

REFERRAL NOTE: 
_/_/_ --- - _/_/_ 

_/_!_ - _/_/_ 
REFERRAL NOTE: 

_/_/_ --- - _/_/_ 
REFERRAL NOTE: 

_!_!_ - _/_/_ 
REFERRAL NOTE: 

ADDITIONAL CORRESPONDENTS: MEDIA:T INDIVIDUAL CODES: 

PL MAIL USER CODES: (A) (B) (C) ------ ------ ----- -

*********************************************************************** 
*ACTION CODES: *DISPOSITION *OUTGOING * 
* * *CORRESPONDENCE: * 
*A-APPROPRIATE ACTION *A-ANSWERED *TYPE RESP=INITIALS * 
*C-COMMENT/RECOM *B-NON-SPEC-REFERRAL * OF SIGNER * 
*D-DRAFT RESPONSE *C-COMPLETED * CODE = A * 
*F-FURNISH FACT SHEET * S-SUSP..ENDED *COMPLETED = DATE OF * 
*I-INFO COPY/NO ACT NEC* * OUTGOING * 
*R-DIRECT REPLY W/COPY * * * 
*S-FOR-SIGNATURE * * * 
*X-INTERIM REPLY * * * 
*********************************************************************** 

REFER QUESTIONS AND ROUTING UPDATES TO CENTRAL REFERENCE 
(ROOM 75,OEOB) EXT-2590 
KEEP THIS WORKSHEET ATTACHED TO THE ORIGINAL INCOMING 
LETTER AT ALL TIMES AND SEND COMPLETED RECORD TO RECORDS 
MANAGEMENT. 
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. ID# 592617 
THE WHITE HOUSE ~ • 

CORRESPONDENCE TRACKING WORKSHEET coo~~ 
INCOMING 

' DATE RECEIVED: SEPTEMBER 21, 1988 

NAME OF CORRESPONDENT: MR. MICHEL K. NAHAS 

SUBJECT: ASKS FOR SUPPORT IN HIS CANDIDACY FOR THE 
PRESIDENCY OF LEBANON, HE IS A CANDIDATE FROM 

, THE GREEK CATHOLIC COMMUNITY 

ACTION DISPOSITION 

ROUTE TO: 
OFFICE/AGENCY (STAFF NAME) 

ACT DATE TYPE 
CODE YY/MM/DD RESP 

C COMPLETED 
D YY/MM/DD 

ZPARTMENT OF STATE 
REFERRAL. NOTE: 

:- 88/09/2~ '.l!l- {!,88 ;()3;30 
1 

l-4-

_/_I_ --- - _/_/_ 
REFERRAL NOTE: 

I I I I ----------
REFERRAL NOTE: 

_/_/_ --- - _!_!_ 
REFERRAL NOTE: _ /_/_ _____ /_/ _ 
REFERRAL NOTE: 

COMMENTS: SEE ID 586981 

ADDITIONAL CORRESPONDENTS: MEDIA:L INDIVIDUAL CODES: 

MI MAIL USER CODES: (A) ( B) (C) ----- ----- -----

*********************************************************************** 
'*ACTION CODES: 
* 

*DISPOSITION 
* 

*A-APPROPRIATE ACTION *A-ANSWERED 
*C-COMMENT/RECOM *B-NON-SPEC-REFERRAL 
*D-DRAFT RESPONSE *C-COMPLETED 
*F-FURNISH FACT SHEET *S-SUSPENDED 
*I-INFO COPY/NO ACT NEC* 
*R-DIRECT REPLY W/COPY * 
*S-FOR-SIGNATURE * 
*X-INTERIM REPLY * 

*OUTGOING * 
*CORRESPONDENCE: * 
*TYPE RESP=INITIALS * 
* OF SIGNER * 
* CODE = A * 
*COMPLETED = DATE OF * 
* OUTGOING * 
* * 
* * 
* * 

*********************************************************************** 

REFER QUESTIONS AND ROUTING UPDATES TO CENTRAL REFERENCE 
(ROOM 75,OEOB) EXT-2590 
KEEP THIS WORKSHEET ATTACHED TO THE ORIGINAL INCOMING 
LETTER AT ALL TIMES AND SEND COMPLETED RECORD TO RECORDS 
MANAGEMENT. 
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• .DEl'A.~TMDIT 'Of STATE 
EXECUTIVE- SECRETARIAT 

TF..u.NSMiTT~.1 FORM 

FOR: Mr . Paul Schott Stevens 
Executive Secretary 
National Security Council 
The White House 

REFER.ENC~ : 

Ta: President Reagan 

From:Michel K. Nahas 

Date: Letter dated August 30, 1988 

... ~-
t:. 
• ~ ~=- ·. 

....... ... ~ 
~ 

SIS- 8827988 

D ~-; c:. \.. ~ September 29, 

0 J 

Subject: Ask to support his candidacy for - Presidency of 

·Lebanon · 

WH Referral Dated: September 22, 1988 
~ -NSC ID# ( if any) : _5_9_2_6_1_7 ______ _ 

The attached item was sent directly to the 
Depart.~ent of State. 

ACTION TAKEN: ,! . 

A draft reply is attached. 

___ A draft reply will be forwarded. 

XXX 

A translation is attached. 

An information copy of a-direct reply is attached. 

We believe no response is necessary for the reason 
cited below. 

The Department of State has no objection to the 
proposed travel. 

Other (see remarks). r; 

/<Jc·, y 

1988 

. . , 

RE?-{.ARKS: Nahas is not a serious candidate; in fact, he is not even eligible 
to be president under the Lebanese National Pact of 1943, which restricts the 
presidency to Maronite Catholics. Nahas is Greek Catholic. Any response would 
quite likely be distorted or misused by Nahas to enhance his position in Lebanon. 
The USG need not be a party to these efforts. f~ ~ 

D1re~t~ r 0,/-r-0 
-CONFf DENTf A' ecretariat Sta£: ~ 



T H E W H I T E H O U S E 

REFERRAL 

TO : DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

ACTION REQUESTED : 
DIRECT REPLY, FURNISH INFO COPY 

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING : 

ID: 

MEDIA: 

TO : 

FROM : 

592617 

LETTER , DATED AUGUST 30, 1988 

PRESIDENT REAGAN 

MR. MICHEL K. NAHAS 
POST OFFICE BOX 70844 
ANTELIAS 
BEIRUT LEBANON 

. , 

8827988 

0 F F I C E 

SEPTEMBER 22 , 1988 

SUBJECT: ASKS FOR SUPPORT IN HIS CANDIDACY FOR THE 
PRESIDENCY OF LEBANON , HE IS A CANDIDATE FROM 
THE GREEK CATHOLIC COMMUNITY 

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL - - IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN 
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE 
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486. 

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE 
(OR DRAFT) TO: 

AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE, 20500 

SALLY KELLEY 
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON 
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 
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Michel K. 
P.O.Box 

NAHAS 
70844 

Antelias - Beirut 
Lebanon -------

My dear Mr. President, 

This article appeared in the British magazine "JANE'S" 
on May 2Ist I988 . 

This magazine is specialized in defense issues and 
clearly outlines all Syria's actions towards streng
thening its defense continuously and intensifying its 
hostilities against the United States, Israel and 
Lebanon, all with Russia's extensive assistance . 

Wh:[ does Syria have the right to give concessions t o_ 
Russia in the form of military bases on its Land filli.i 
s ign political I economic and defensive t ~ ie.s_ w~ 
Russia? Also Syria is purchasing Chinese rocket~ 
capable of carrying nuclear warheads to des troy~ r~ 
_and Lebanon, the two U.S. allies .. 

If I were to be elected to the presidency of the Leba
nese Republic, I surely shall have the right to ratify 
such treaties with the U.S.A. · for 50 years or more, or 
as long as you see fit, given that I get your full fi
nancial and political support to win the election for 
the presidency in August. I shall tie the destiny of 
Lebanon as that of Israel with the United States, and 
make the Lebanese pound connected to the u.s~ dollar 
to ease the way for Lebanon to become the fifty third 
state and an additional star on the United States flag. 

Michel K. NAHAS. 



- - - ------- - ----

~~-:§/ud~9~ 
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Reg . XIX N<? 295 Raboueh, Sept . 5th, 1985 

To Whom It May Concern . 

We Maximos V Hakim , Patriarch of Antioch and ail t he East , 
of Al exandria and of Jerusalem , have very we ll kno wn our beloved 
son Mr. Michel Nahas of Zahleh and the Be kad , for a long time . He 
is a notable Lebanese citizen of great me rit. 

We know that Mr. Nahas is the only greek . catho lic candidate 
for the presidency of the Lebanese Republic . 

Estimating his qualifica t ions of honesty ,:_rnd straight for 
wardness, in addition to his administrative and corr1.. r ,--: .i.al capa 
cities , we appreciate his openne s s towards the neighbour ing arab 
countries and towards other cou nt~ i es of the we st e rn world parti 
cular l y the United States of America and France . 

We are 0lad to express our 1 e spect to Mr . Nahas a nd our full 
co,;fidence in him and to wish him the best . 

With our apostolic bles sjng . 



The following is the text of the speech I made during the Marines 
Christmas party held in one of the halls at Beirut International Airport • 

I came here tonight to welcome you, friends, on this very precious 
and dear occasion, the rememberance of Jesus Christ's Birth, the birth of 
peace, forgiveness, love and brotherhood prevailed the whole world. 

There is no other nation following the sayings and teachings of our 
Lord and behaving in virtue of his Epistle as the people and the governemeni 
of the United States of America do. 

You, officers and soldiers, by your bravery and courage,represent 
the people and the government of the United States of America as well as you1 
great President, Ronald W. Reagan who deserves our respect and esteem and 
that of every honourable man in the world. 

Your great Nation was and is yet the supporter of justice and truth 
and conquered whom it helps in their most difficult times. 

Since the days of your Leader, Abraham Lincoln, the days when 
people were freed from oppression and slavery, your people made the covenant 
to free nations and adopted the mission of veracity, honesty and love dis
tributing it amongst all nations starting from your own land to remove all 
distinctions among classes of society. Then this high mission began to 
extend all over the world whilst you had pledged to back the weak, to free 
the persecuted and to aid the ill-treated. 

You used to lend a hand without hesitation, takin no count of all 
obstacles and criticisms. 

I welcome you, heroes, as we all welcome you in your second home
land, Lebanon,assuring you of our great appreciation. Every Lebanese citi
zen will remember through years your human action while you are miles and 

miles away of your country and families and in very difficult and complex 
conditions to help us free our land, retrieve our freedom and rights and 
recover our sovereignty. These symbols of civilisation were doomed to 
vanish and our state was about to deviate had it .not been for your assis
tance and support. 

In this day, the day of love, sacrifice and forgiveness, I seize 
the opportunity to ask you all to support us in our decision to regain our 
rights and our exploited land, to support our beloved President, Sheikh 
Amin Gemayel as well as our intrepid and brave army enabling our government 
to extend its sovereignty over all our country and to insure protection and 
justice to every Lebanese citizen who almost lost the hope to survive 
within these eight years of exodus, suffering and torture. 

We trust you, heroes, as our expectations are as great as your 
country, so do not disappoint us. 

In this occasion, I would like to express my gratitude and sincere 
appreciation to the French and Italian Military forces and to all friendly 
forces who are helping us to overcome our severe trial, wishing you all a 
Merry Chrismas and a Happy New Year. 
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f,dh J\.J11!! 1! ,.· PJ(1/ ,\r~ih .. Jsrac li w:ir. hut use 
in \· rca:-•.:·~! d:-.111ut ic~dlv in tY76 after the 
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' there. 
In ' 1987 it was 

reporte<.11ha1 port calls 
had ''increased in fre

Latakta.' que'ncy", and ·. de: !Adm o/ the Fleet 
ployments of Soviet ' Chernavin .. . "in Tartus 
Naval Aviation a,iti- · last year" · 
surfaci, warfare' and ieconnaissance nircraft . MEDITERRANEAN 

have apparently been expanded. 
It is thought that Syria has been persuaded to 

extend greater access to the Soviet Union 
be<:ause of · her growing · indebtedness. The 
USSR is paying no rent for the base, and the 
agreement has no fixed ex pity date . 

The development at Tartus indicate~ a 
consolidalion of the Soviet Union 's military 
relationship with its key Middle East ally. 

On 17 March, Chainnan Gorbachev; during a · 
visit t<> Yugoslavia, put forward a new arms 
control proposal involving various measures to · 
restrict naval activities in the Mediterranean. He · 
si.id: "Wear~ interested in seeing lanes ofpeat·e · 
and not routes of war passing l1cre. '· 

His proposal included an offer lo' ' 1 rcezc the 
number of ships and the potential o f the naval 
forces stationc,I !here", from I July this y~ar. 
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:er, Reagan and Duberstein in the Oval Office 
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Jorn the swelling chorus of 
Republicans urging Bush to 
choose Dole as his running 
mate. Dole appears presiden
tial, appeals to Democrats 
and-with wife, Liddy-could 
help narrow Bush's gender 
gap. Bush aides say a recent 
rapprochement between the 
former foes could lead to a 
Bush-Dole ticket, but some 
wonder if the acerbic Kansas 
senator can "attack on com- · 
mand and sit and heel on 
commmand as well." 

Confrontation 
When Angolan rebel leader 

Jonas Savimbi comes to 
the United States next week, he 
can look forward to a warm 
meeting with President Reagan 
and a fierce confrontation with 
black leaders. Among those pro
testing Savimbi's South Afri
can connections are NAACP 
leader Benjamin Hooks, the 
Rev. Joseph Lowery of the 
Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference, National Educa
tion Association president 
Mary Futrell and Baltimore 
Mo,rn1-• U,,,..~ C! .... ~..._ ... 1 ... ,... T,..,...,..,.. 

It will be the worst crisis in 
U.S.-Chinese relations in 10 

years," predicts a Reagan ad
ministration official. Despite 
warnings from Washington, 
China is about to sell its newest. 
shorter-range missile, the M-9, · 
to Syria. "Iftheyhaven'tsigned 
already, it's only days away," 
says a senior U.S. official. Al
though Syria now has missiles 
capable of striking much ofls
rael, the Chinese deal is expect
ed to cause a furor ori Capitol 
Hill-with outraged protests 
from the U.S. Isr·aeli lobby 

CAMPAIGN '88 

and . supporters of Taiwan. 
A mobile, solid-fuel missile 

with high accuracy and at least 
a 600-kilometer range, the M-9 
is 20 years more adyanced than 
the Silkworm missiles China 
sold to Iran or the Chinese DF-3 
medium-range missiles bought 
by the Saqdis; It is thought to be 
the fir~t Chinese missile made 
specifically for export. 

■ The Soviets also appear 
worried by China's expanded 
missile sales. Little noticed in 
the Moscow summit communi
que was a line signaling their 
concern by agreeing to U.S.-So
viet talks on curtailing the in
ternational missile market. 

·conventional-Wisdom Watch 

Howard Baker's no fool. Eight 
months ago he was a CW 

goat: Bork had been defeated, 
Ginsburg (remember him?) had 
withdrawn. The Dow had col- · 
lapsed. Baker's White House 
was in disarray, the CW said. 

Now, Reagan's enjoying a mild 
summit high, and Baker quit. 
while his CW was up ... Demo
cratic Sen. Wyche Fowler of 
Georgia went in and out of the 
vice presidential CW so fast he 
didn't even make this chart: . 

~------------- ·•·--·-----··-· 

PRESIDENT 

Dukakis 

VICE PRESIDENT · 

Glenn tr 
Bradley 

Nunn · 

Jackson 

i,IUl):mQM~1 . 
PRESIDENT 

Bush 

VICE PRESIDENT · 

' . 

Conventional Wisdom ,. ' ' I t ' . 

Bad luck: Sam Donaldson assigned to.his 
campaign. Wright affair starting to smell. 

, I , 

I 

Practically a fait accompli, to hear some ew
ers talk. His state (Ohio) looming as crucial. 

Says he!s not interested. 
CW translation: Make me an offer. 

Says he's not interested. 
CW translation: I'll take it, l'll take it. 

Is he playing poker or is he just indecisive? 
Gossip about his private life revives, 

' \ 
CW realizing what a hapless campaigner he 
is. Pentagon scandal, North trial will hurt. 
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'Saudi and UK in al-Yamamah talks 
I S;/\llDI DEFF.NCE tvlini ster PrirweS11llan nin 

,\hc.!til /\ 1. iz al-Saur!. who is to vis it the LIK in the 
nc:-: l twn weeks. is expected to try aml iron nut 
dilkrem-rs hclwcen th e.UK and Smrdi Arabia 
m t·r lhc £~ billiorr c$US9 billi<>n) al -Ya111a11wh 
prnjc,·1. 11ndcr whit:h the Royal Saudi/\ ir Fnrcc 
rs In he ~upplied with 72 Pana\·ia Tornados . 30 
11/\c Ha wks and 30 Pilatus PC-<), . 

The prohlcrns ce ntre 011 arra11gc111c111 s for UK 
nils,·( i11,-.- s1111 <· 111 in Saudi Arabia whi ch was the 
•; 11hjcct nl :i n1cnmrand111n ,,f 11ndcrsla ndi11r 
s i~ncd las t year. 

Und er the agreement, the UK wi ll rein vest in 
Saudi /\rahia a sum equivalent to a thi rd of the 
va l11 c of" the UK's share in the pn,_ject ·s technical 
rn111en 1, ic the airc raft and weapon sa les hut 
ncl11di11g trnining . 

al -Ya111a111:1h contraL·t and thrrr·fllrc 1111 \ 1K 
crnnra ny is nrr rc111l y under any n111tractu:d 
ohli g:11in11 to in vest in S:111d i 1\r:ihi:r 

UK co rnpanies arc at pr ocnt L"n 111pel 111g l"Lll a 
1111111hcr of new dclc rr cc contract s with Saudi 
Arabia, most nnlahl y VPspcr Thornyc rol"t' s 
~11h111issio11 of a vers ion pf its Sund,111 ·11 class 
s irrglc rnlc 111inchu111 cr to l"ultil :1 Sa11di 
rcquirrmenl for new 111i11c warfare fllrces. ( llhc r 
cn nt <' ndcr~ are th e Fram·o-llc tg i:111 l)ull'h 
Tripartite minchun tn :111• I It a l:,- 0

\ / _ ,-, it"i dc ~ign . 
As well as the industria l ll fl sc t dirrn:nsion llf 

the al -Ynmamah pni_jcct. :rhnul ."ill % of the cns t 
is be ing met through oil J-C \ "C lllll' . 

Shell arrd FlP arc lifting oil f"or the cn111r:rc1, 
which totn lled 300 (){){) harrels a day when the, 
deal was signed and. fnlluwin g sub sequent 

f111cttwlitH1s in 1hr price of oil. is curre iltly 
s1andi11µ :ti 41){) (XJO barrels a day. 

/\ccnrdin g lo a l.ondon--b:iscd oil analyst, a 
pric in g di s:1gree111en1 sus pended lif"ting during 
f'chruar), but wtirk was hack on cou rsP by the 
end of~ I arch . l le al so noted that some technical 
prohl crns may poss ibl y di srupt lifting this 
111011th. 

/\ s far as aircran delive ries nrc co nce rned . a 
ll/\ c spt>kl' s111:rn said that they arc 0 11 course 
with 20 ins Tnrnadns having bee n rece ived hy 
Saudi to dale . 

No Tornados arc 110 w sc heduled for dcl.i\'ery 
11111il ~pring I () 89 whl' n the co111pa11y will bcgi11 
suprlying the /\DY vnsio11 of the aircraft. B/\c 
is currrntly working nn fullilling the llawk 
aircraft portion of the contract. 

Then.: have. however, been delays in reaching ,==;.:===============;:::=======;;========;;==========!' 

:rt:1ee n1cnt over the rrcc isc arrangement.~ fnr apanese C mpan1es to 
c u ryirig <iut the £.'i-600 million inves tment and · _ . 
the Saudis lwvc yet to rrspond to UK proposals · 

tablcdscvcra lmonlhsago . . • study V 22 p' oten1·1al 
Unlike the offset deal between Boeing and . • _ . _ 

S:rudi Arabia con nected with the Peace Shield 
prngra111111c. offset was not originally_pnrt nliJJ<' TWO JAPAN ESE trading cornpa ni cs. Mitsui 

--and C.Jtoh, have teamed and forged an 
agreement with Bcll -BPcin l! t,) s111dv rhr· "' h,-. , ., • .,,.. 1 .. . . 1 







Mr. Michel Nahas 
Post Office Box 42 
Zah1e, Lebanon 

JIMMY CARTER 

October 30, 1984 

To Josephine Nahas 

Rosalynn and I are grateful for your 
expression of thoughtfulness. We appreciate 
your many kindnesses on our behalf, and are 
glad to know we can always count on you. 

With best wishes, 

Mrs. Josephine Nahas 
Post Office Box 42 
Zahle, Lebanan 
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Nancy and I are deeply touched by the way so many people have 
reached out to us during these days. My recovery has been hastened 
and my spirits uplifted by the many good wishes that have come my 
way from friends like you. From the bottom of my heart, thank you 
and God bless you. ~~~--
IYt;f e;;, h /-i,_ /l~!J1;_ le ,4 /-,v.. ~,7-~ 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

November 22, 1988 

Dear Archbishop Zayek: 

Thank you for your messages of September 19 and 25 concerning 
U.S. policy toward Lebanon and the Presidential election there. 

The United States supports the national unity, sovereignty, and 
territorial integrity of Lebanon. We encourage and support 
efforts to end the violence and disorder there and reestablish a 
dialogue among the Lebanese that could open the way to 
constitutional reform and national reconciliation. 

On the Presidential election, we believe that this is a critical 
time to work for consensus, not confrontation and partition. We 
urge all parties to exercise maximum restraint. the recent 
evolution of rival claims to government authority demonstrates 
the need for an election to be held as soon as possible in peace, 
freedom, and safety. The United States believes that the 
Lebanese must select their next president through Lebanon's 
constitutional process. 

Throughout this critical period, the United States intends to 
remain in contact with as many responsible Lebanese groups and 
leaders as possible. We do not intend to take measures that will 
deepen partition rather than promote an election. 

We a+e concerned about the plight of all innocent civilians, 
Christian and Muslim, who have suffered so much during the last 
13 years of fighting. Reports of sectarian massacres and 
property destruction unfortunately have been widespread in 
Lebanon; no confessional community appears to have escaped 
unscathed. 

As a reflection of our support for Lebanon's sovereignty, the 
United States maintains a military and economic assistance 
program. Also, the United States provides substantial 
humanitarian aid totalling over $20 million annually to help feed 
and shelter the people of Lebanon. Our relief and reconstruction 
projects and programs also continue. 



Finally, the United States continues to support efforts to end 
the cycle of violence in southern Lebanon, in part through its 
support for the United Nations Interim Forces in Lebanon. We 
remain convinced that agreed-upon security arrangements among 
Syria, Lebanon, and Israel provide the best means of assuring 
stability and security for the people of southern Lebanon and 
Northern Israel. 

Sincerely, 

Mary Dewhirst 
Special Assistant to the President 
Office of Public Liaison 

Archbishop Francis M. Zayek 
Bishop of the Diocese of Saint Maron, U.S.A. 
Our Lady of the Cedars of Lebanon 
61 Rockwood Street 
Jamaica Plains, MA 02130 



NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

October 18, 1988 

MEMORANDUM FOR SALLY KELLEY 

FROM: PAUL SCHOTT STEVENR~ 

7429 

PL~ I 

SUBJECT : Letter Concerning Message Receive d from Sfeir 
Regarding U.S. Policy Toward Lebanon 

The NSC staff concurs with the attached State draft response . 

Attachments 

Tab A 
Tab B 

Draft Response 
Mailgrams from Archbishop Zayek 
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EX.::CUTIVE SEC:?-£T;.....~IAT 

.. . •· TRJNSMITTAL FO&~ ... . 
8829668 SIS ________ _ 

De~~ October 14, 1988 

FOR: M:. Paul Schott Stevens 
L~ec'..!ti·,e Sec:e~a:y 
National Sec'..!rity Cauncil 
The White House 

Ta: President Reagan 

Archbishop Francis Zayek F=om: __________________ _ 

Date: __ s_e_p_t_e_rn_b __ er_2_s_,_1_9_8_8 _______ _ 

Requests Support for the Lebanes .. e to Have a Free Subject: ______________________ --:-----

and Democratic Presidential Eleckion 

wri Refer=al Dated: October 11, 1988 
NSC IDij ( if any) : --,.-5-:::-9-:::-2=-7-:::-2-:::-8------- 1 · 

T:..e attacl:.ed ii:em ...,as sen,: direc-:lv· to t::e 
De~art.~eni: of State. 

ACTION TAK2T: ,!. 

X 

A d=aft reply is at~acied. 

A draft reply will be fo~Marded. 

A translation is attached. 

We believe no response is necessary for t!le reason 
cited below. 

The Department of State has no obj ec-tion to t!le . 
proposed t=avel. 

Ot!ler (see remarks). r; 
1; 

· . , 

~.ARKS: This is Archbishop Zayek's second letter to the President . 
We replied to him under another action request (NSCS #592611). No 
further reply is necessary. rur~ 

.ulclASS D::.rec-<:::Jr . • 
Staf: 

0 
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0 F F I C E 

OCTOBER 11 , 1988 

TO: DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

ACTION REQUESTED: 
DRAFT REPLY FOR SIGNATURE OF: 

WHITE HOUSE STAFF MEMBER 

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING: 

ID: 

MEDIA: 

TO: 

FROM: 

592728 

MAILGRAM, DATED SEPTEMBER 25, 1988 

PRESIDENT REAGAN 

MOST REVEREND FRANCIS ZAYEK 
ARCHBISHOP 
DIOCESE OF ST. MARON, USA 
OUR LADY OF THE CEDARS OF LEBANON 
61 ROCKWOOD STREET 
JAMAICA PLAINS MA 02130 

SUBJECT: REQUESTS SUPPORT FOR THE LEBANESE TO HAVE A 
FREE AND DEMOCRATIC PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION 

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL - - IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN 
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE 
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486. 

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE 
(OR DRAFT) TO: 

AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE, 20500 

SALLY KELLEY 

3829668 

DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON 
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

DRAFT REPLY 

Dear Archbishop Zayek: 

Thank you for your messages of September 19 and 25 

concerning U.S. policy toward Lebanon and the presidential 

election there. 

The United States supports the national unity, sovereignty, 

and territorial integrity of Lebanon. We encourage and support 

efforts to end the violence and disorder there and reestablish 

a dialogue among the Lebanese that could open the way to 

constitutional reform and national reconciliation. 

On the presidential election, we believe this is a critical 

time to work for consensus, not confrontation and partition. 

We urge all parties to exercise maximum restraint. The recent 

evolution of rival~ngCclaims to government authority 

demonstrates the need for an election to be held as soon as 

possible in peace, freedom, and safety. The United States 

believes that the Lebanese must select their next president 

through Lebanon's constitutional process. 

Archbishop Francis M. Zayek 

Bishop of the Diocese of Saint Maron, U.S.A., 

Our Lady of the Cedars of Lebanon, 

61 Rockwood Street, 

Jamaica Plains, MA 02130. 
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Throughout this critical period, the United States intends 

to remain in contact with as many responsible Lebanese groups 

and leaders as possible. We do not intend to take measures 

that will deepen partition rather than promote an election. 

We are concerned about the plight of all innocent 

civilians, Christian and Muslim, who have suffered so much 

during the last 13 years of fighting. Reports of sectarian 

massacres and property destruction unfortunately have been 

widespread in Lebanon; no confessional community appears to 

have escaped unscathed. 

As a reflection of our support for Lebanon's sovereignty, 

the United States maintains a military and economic assistance 

program. Also, the United States provides substantial 

humanitarian aid totalling over $20 million annually to help 

feed and shelter the people of Lebanon. Our relief and 

re construction projects and programs also continue. 

Finally, the United Sta tes continues to support efforts to 

end the cycle of violence in southern Lebanon, in part through 

its support for UNIFIL, the United Nations Interim Forces in 

Lebanon. We remain convinced that agreed-upon security 

arrangements among Syria, Lebanon, and Israel provide the best 

means of assuring stability and security for the people of 

southern Lebanon and northern Israel. 

Sincerely, 
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. ' auR · LADY OF LEBANON ~ARO~ITE SEM 
7164 ALASKA AVE NORTHWEST 
WASHINGTON DC 20012 2SAM 

l•008754S269 OQ/25/88 !CS !PMMTZZ cs~ WH$A 
2027238831 MG~B TDMT WASHINGTON DC 118 09~25 n22uP EST 

PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN 
THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON OC 2050n 

D 2051~ION O lQHJQNIS PRESENT CRlSIS , ~S THE HOLO!NG OF' FREE 
PRES . ~IA -LECT?ONS IN A NEUTRAL PLACE'., SUCH A PLACE IS THE VtLLA 
MANSOUR ON THE DIVIDING LINE BETWEEN EAST AND WEST BEIRUT~ IT MAS 
BEEN THE ME~T!NG PLACE FOR THE LEBANESE ~ARLIAMENT DURING TH~ PAST 12 
YEARS. HOLDING THE ELECTIONS IN WEST BET~UT WHERE MEMBERS OF 
PARLIAMENT WOULD BE SUBJECT TO INTIMIDATION BY SVPIA 1 S ARMY IS . . . t 

UNACCEPTAALE TO ANY LOVER OF FREEDOM. THE LERANESE S~OULD BE FREE TO 
CONSIDER ALL CANDIDATES AND NOT ONLY THE ONES DICTATED 8V SVRfA. 
PLEASE HELP THE LEBANESE TO ~AVE A FREE AND DEMOCATIC PRESIDENTIAL 
EL E C T I ON • ~----- -~- ~ - . =•--

ARCHBISHOP FRANCIS ZAV!K 
DIOCESE OF ST MARON, USA 

!.4:22 EST 

MGMCOMP 
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TO REPLY BY MAI LG RAM MESSAGE, SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR WESTERN UNION'S TOLL - FREE PHONE NUMBERS 
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