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FM THE VICE PRESIDENT 262 SECTION 1 OF 2
TO: THE WHITE HOUSE FOR PRESIDENT REAGAN EYES ONLY
SECSTATE FOR SECRETARY OF STATE SHULTZ EYES ONLY
DIRECTOR, CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY CASEY EYES ONLY
MOSCOW FOR AMBASSADOR HARTMAN EYES ONLY
SUBJECT: MY MEETING WITH CHERNENKO, FEBRUARY 14, 1984

1. THE MEETING BEGAN WITH CHERNENKO, READING FROM A PREPARED
TEXT, EXPRESSING 70 US THE GRATITUDE OF THE SOVIET LEADERSHIP FOR
HONORING THE MEMORY OF THE LATE GENERAL SECRETARY ANDROPOV. HE
ASKED ME TO TRANSMIT THIS SENTIMENT TO YOU. HE ASKED ME ALSO TO
INFORM YOU THAT THE SOVIET UNION WAS RETAINING CONTINULITY IN
FOREIGN AFFAIRS. HE SAID THIS MEANT THAT THE USSR WAS PURSUING
THE ABSOLUTELY CLEAR GOALS OF CONSOLIDATING PEACE AND REDUCING THE
THREAT OF WAR, AS WELL AS OF PURSUING PEACEFUL CO-EXISTING BETWEEN
STATES WITH DIFFERENT SOCIAL SYSTEMS WITH A VIEW TO PROMOTING BENE-
FICIAL COOPERATION BETWEEN ALL STATES. AT THE SAME TIME, HE SAID
THE USSR WOULD SAFEGUARD ITS SECURITY INTERESTS, AS WELL AS THOSE
OF ITS ALLIES AND FRIENDS, AGAINST ANY ATTEMPTS TO [MPINGE ON THEIR
SECURITY. CHERNENKO WANTED TO EMPHASIZE THAT THE SOVIET UNION HAD
NO INTENTION OF STRIVING FOR UNILATERAL MILITARY-STRATEGIC ADVAN-
TAGE. THE SOVIET OBJECTIVE WAS TO PRESERVE UNDER ALL CIRCUMSTANCES
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THE ESTABLISHED BALANCE WITH A VIEW TO ENSURING PEACE. THE U.S.
GOVERNMENT SHOULD BE ABSOLUTELY CLEAR ON THIS.

2. CHERNENKO THEN SAID HE WANTED TO SET FORTH THE SOVIET
ASSESSMENT OF THE CURRENT STATE OF USSR-US RELATIONS AND OF THEIR
PROSPECTS FOR THE FUTURE. THE CURRENT STATE OF RELATIONS, HE SAID,
HAD TO BE A CAUSE FOR CONCERN, ADDING THAT IN HIS OPINION WASHING-
TON ALSO RECOGNIZED THIS. FOR ITS PART, THE SOVIET UNION WOULD DO

EVERYTHING |T COULD TO PREVENT ALIENATION BETWEEN OUR TWO COUNTRIES,

AND TO PROMOTE A CONSTRUCT!VE INTERACTION BETWEEN THEM, BASED ON
MUTUAL RESPECT. CHERNENKO ASKED ME.TO INFORM YOU THAT THE SOVIET
UNION WAS IN FAVOR]OF SMOOTH, BETTER YET, GOOD RELATIONS WITH THE-
U.5.% HE ASKED WHEIHER THIS WAS POSSIBLE, AND,  ANSWERING HIS OWN:
'QUESTION, REPLIED THAT IT CERTAINLY WAS:

3. HE THEN TOOK NOTE OF YOUR EXPRESSION OF INTENT TO COOPER-
ATE WITH THE USSR, AND OF MAKING THE WORLD A BETTER AND MORE
PEACEFUL PLACE FOR ALL. THFSTREQUIRED, HE SAID, THT FELATIONS BE
BASED ON THE CONCERT OF EQUALTTY -AND EQUAL SECURFTY, ON MUTUAL »
TRUST, MUTUAL RESPECT FOR EACH OTHER’ S INTERESTS, AND THAT Noni*
IDEOLOGICAL DIFFERENCES SHOULD NOT.BE INTRODUGCED INTO SOVIET-
AMERICAN RELATIONE 'THIS LATTER POINT WAS CRITICAL. OTHERWISE,
THE RELATIONS WOULD BE SPASMODIC AND, WHAT WAS MOST |MPORTANT,
WOULD LEAD TO MISTRUST RATHER THAN MUTUAL TRUST. CHERNENKO WENT
ON TO SAY THAT 1T WAS PRIMARILY UP TO OUR TWO COUNTRIES TO INSURE
STABILITY AND PREVENT THE THREAT OF A NUCLFAR ARMS RACE, AND TO
PROCEED WITH ARMS LIMITATION AND REDUCTION.

4. CHERNENKO SAID THAT TO BE CANDID, THE SOVIET UNIOM:

BELIEVED T WAS UP'TO US TO TAKE PRACTICAL STEPS* IN THIS DIRECTION:

THE U, S. WAS IN A POSITION TO TAKE THESE STEPS, HE SAID, WITHOUT
IN ANY WAY HARMING tTS PRESTIGE OR ITS INTERESTS. HE SAID THE
SOVIETS HAD NO CONVINCING REASON WHY THE U.S. COULD NOT FOLLOW
THEIR EXAMPLE AND UNDERTAKE NOT TO BE THE FIRST TO USE NUCLEAR
ARMS. THE SOVIET LEADERSHIP WAS CONVINCED THAT THIS WOULD HELP
RELAX THE INTERNATIONAL SITUATION. ALL THAT WAS REQUIRED WAS A
POLITICAL WILL AND A DESIRE TO REVERSE A DANGEROUS COURSE OF
EVENTS. '

5. CHERNENKO CONTINUED BY SAYING THAT THERE WERE MANY ISSUES
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REQUIRING SOLUTIONS AND MANY THAT WERE CAPABLE OF BEING SOLVED.

THE U, 5. GOVERNMENT WAS FAMILIAR WITH THESE ISSUES. THE SOVIET
POLICY OF PURSUING MUTUALLY ACCEPTABLE ACCORDS -- AND HE THEN
EMPHASIZED, MUTUALLY ACCEPTABLE ACCORDS -- REMAINED UNCHANGED.
AMONG THE MOST )MPORTANT AND PRESSING PROBLEMS HE WOULD MENTION
ARMS LIMITATION AND REDUCTION, STOPPING THE SPREAD OF THE ARMS

RACE TO NEW AREAS, AND RESOLVING REGIONAL CONFLECTS, TAKING INTO
ACCOUNT THE LEGITIMATE INTERESTS OF THE PARTIES. TO BE CANDID.

THE BILATERAL RELATIONS BETWEEN OUR TWO COUNTRIES WERE DEVOID OF
MEANINGFUL CONTENT, HE SAID. THIS CONSTITUTED THE SOVIET APPROACH
AND THE POSITION OF THE SOVIET UNION. HE THEN SAID HE HOPED THAT
YOU AND YOUR ADMINISTRATION WOULD DRAW THE RELEVANT PRACTICAL CON-
CLUSION. THIS WOULD PERMIT AN tMPROVEMENT IN SOVIET-U.S. RELATIONS
AND IN ESTABLISHING THE KIND OF RELATIONS WHICH WOULD PROMOTE
PEACE. CHERNENKO TOLD ME THAT THE SOVIET LEADERSHIP DID NOT
BELIEVE IN THE INEVITABILITY OF A CONFRONTATION. THE SOVIET AND
U.5. PEOPLES HAD NOT INHERITED HOSTILITY TOWARD EACH OTHER, HE
SAID, ADDING THAT HE DID NOT WANT SUCH HOSTILITIES TO OCCUR IN THE
FUTURE. '

6. | THANKED CHERNENKO FOR HIS REMARKS AND NOTED THAT
CHERNENKO HAD HAD A VERY BUSY DAY AND THAT HE HAD SEVERAL TRAUMATIC
DAYS BEHIND HIM. | TOLD HtM THAT SENATOR BAKER AND | HAD COME TO

OFFER OUR SY{NCERE CONDOLENCES. HE THANKED ME FOR TH!S SENTIMENT.

7. AFTER HANDING OVER YOUR LETTER, WHICH | TOLD HIM REFLECTED
YOUR SINCERE FEELINGS, [ TOLD HIM THAT | WAS ABSOLUTELY CONVINCED
THAT, 1IN FACT, WE DID NOT WANT TO BE DRAWN INTO ANY KIND OF CON-

FLICT WITH THE SOVIET UNION, AS YOU HAD SAID IN YOUR JANUARY 16,
1384 SPEECH, THE U.S. WAS PREPARED TO BUILD A RELATIONSHIP BASED

ON CONSTRUCTIVE COOPERATION. JUST AS CHERNENKO HAD SAID, WE, TO0O,
BELIEVED THAT -GOOD RELATIONS WERE POSSIBLE. WE, TO, RECONIZED

THAT THERE WERE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN US, AND LIKE THE USSR, THE

U.S. WOULD DEFEND ITS OWN INTERESTS AND THOSE OF ITS ALLIES. HOW-
EVER, THE U.S. DID NOT WISH TO CHALLENGE THE SECURITY OF THE SOVIET
UNION OR ITS PEOPLE. WE, TOO, AGREED THAT THE TIME HAD COME TO
MOVE FROM WORDS TO DEEDS.
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8. I WENT ON TO SAY THAT IN THE U.S. VIEW, THE MEETING
BETWEEN SECRETARY SHULTZ AND MINISTER GROMYKO HAD IDENTIFIED AREAS
IN WHICH PROGRESS WAS POSSIBLE N THE COMING MONTHS AND WE WANTED
TO MAKE A BEGINNING TOWARDS A BETTER AND MORE PRODUCTIVE RELATION-
SHIP. IF REAL PROGRESS .ON THE ISSUES WERE MADE -- IF THERE WAS A
PROSPECT FOR SERIOUS PROGRESS -- THEN YOU REMAINED INTERESTED 1IN
BT
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MOSCOW FOR AMBASSADOR HARTMAN EYES ONLY
A MEETING AT THE HIGHEST LEVEL,

9. I TOLD HIM THAT WE ESPECIALLY WANTED TO AVOID CONFLICTS
OVER REGIONAL ISSUES. THE MIDDLE EAST WAS THE MIDDLE EAST, AND
THUOS WAS ALWAYS DIFFICULT., WITH RESPECT TO LEBANON, IN PARTICULAR,
WE WERE NOT SEEKING A CONFLICT WITH THE SOVIET UNION, ) SAID, NOR
WERE WE SEEKING A PERMANENT U.S. PRESENCE THERE.

16. | THEN EMPHASIZED THAT THE U.S. WANTED TO MOVE FORWARD
ON ARMS CONTROL. WE BELIEVED THAT START WAS ONE AREA [N WHICH
CONSTRUCTIVE STEPS WERE POSSIBLE TOWARD ACHIEVING OUR MUTUAL GOAL
OF REDUCING STRATEGIC OFFENSIVE ARMS. WE WERE READY, | TOLD HIM,
FOR SERIOUS NEGOTIATIONS. FRANKLY, WE WOULD BE INTERESTED IN
HEARING THE SOVIET SIDE'S IDEAS ON HOW T0 REDUCE THE DIFFERENCES
BETWEEN THE TWO SIDES ON START. WE BELIEVED [T USEFUL TO FOCUS ON
THE AREA OF TRADE-OFFS BETWEEN SOVIET ADVANTAGES AND U.S. ADVAN-
TAGES. OUR OVERALL OBJECTIVE WAS TO FIND A FRAMEWORK FOR A GENERAL
REDUCTION OF STRATEGIC ARMS WHICH, BOTH SIDES AGREED, HAD S0 FAR
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ELUDED US.

11, NOTING H!S STATEMENT CONCERNING INTERFERENCE IN THE
DOMESTIC AFFAIRS OF THE OTHER COUNTRY, | SAID WE KNEW HCW SERIOUSLY
THE SOVIET UNION VIEWED THIS MATTER. HOWEVER, T WOULD BE MOST
USEFUL IF WE WERE ABLE TO FIND WAYS FOR TAKING PRACTICAL STEPS --

AND | EMPHASIZED THAT THEY SHOULD INVOLVE OQUIET DIPLOMACY -- IN
THE AREA OF HUMAN RIGHTS. A NUMBER OF THESE CASES HAD BECOME
IMPORTANT U.S. DOMESTIC CONCERNS. | TOLD HIM THAT THEY HAD HEARD

YARTOUS NAMES FROM US [N THE PAST, BUT | WANTED TO TAKE THIS
OPPORTUNITY TO MENTION SHCHARANSKIY, ORLOV AND SAKHAROV.

, 12, WITH THE MEETING DRAWING TO A CLOSE, | REMARKED THAT
THERE WAS FAR MORE TO DISCUSS, BUT THAT | WANTED TO END ON THE
NOTE ON WHICH 1 HAD BEGUN, NAMELY THAT THE U.S. WAS READY FOR
BETTER RELATIONS WITH THE SOVIET UNION. WE WERE AWARE OF THE
DIFFICULTIES, OF COURSE. BUT WE HAD NOT COME TO MOSCOW TO ASSIGN
. BLAME OR TO ESCALATE THE RHETORIC. TH!S SHOULD BE A NEW BEGINNING,
WE WERE PREPARED TO MEET THEM HALF WAY.

13, HE THANKED ME FOR MY REMARKS, EXPRESSING HIS GRATITUDE
TO ME FOR TAKING THE TIME TO COME TO MOSCOW AT SUCH A DIFFICULT
MOMENT. HE ASKED THAT THIS SENTIMENT ALSO BE EXPRESSED TO YOU.
HE SAID THAT MY VISIT WAS A HUMAN KIND OF GESTURE, A GOOD GESTURE
WHICH WENT N THE RIGHT DIRECTION. THE SOVIET SIDE HOPED FOR
FURTHER STEPS TOWARDS IMPROVING RELATIONS BETWEEN US. EVEN THIS
BRIEF DISCUSSION, HE SAID, HAD SHOWN THAT WE HAD THINGS TO TALK
ABOUT, AND THAT THERE WERE ISSUES WHICH COULD BE RESOLVED ON A
MUTUALLY ACCEPTABLE BASIS. HE SAID THAT THROUGH NO FAULT OF OUR
OWN, WE SHOULDERED THE TASK OF LEADING TWO GREAT POWERS, THE USSR
AND THE U.S. THIS BEING THE CASE, HE SAID, WE SHOULD PURSUE AN
HONORABLE POLICY IN ORDER THAT FUTURE GENERATIONS REMEMBER US AS
GOOD LEADERS, WISE AND KIND INDIVIDUALS WHOSE GOAL WAS THE WELL
BEING OF ALL. HE FINISHED- BY AGAIN EXPRESSING GRATITUDE TO YOU
AND THANKING ME AND SENMATOR BAKER FOR ATTENDING THE FUNERAL.

14, AS | DEPARTED, CHERNENKO REMARKED THAT .HE HAD NOT HAD
AN OPPORTUNITY TO READ YOU 'LETTER, BUT PROMISED TO STUDY IT AND
PROVIDE A RESPONSE I|F ONE WAS APPROPRIATE.

15. AS | REPORTED IN MY EARLIER MESSAGE, 1 WAS BASICALLY
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ENCOURAGED BY THE MEETING,

16. | THOUGHT YOU WwOULD BE INTERESTED IN AMBASSADOR HARTMAN'S
OBSERVATIONS. HIS EXPERIENCE GIVES HIM AN EXCELLENT PERSPECTIVE.
AMBASSADOR' S COMMENTS:

CHERNENKO RECEIVED VICE PRESIDENT WITH GROMKO, DOBRYNIN,
~ ALEXANDROV AND ANOTHER ASSISTANT WITH SUKHODREV AS INTERPRETER.
HE READ HIS OPENING STATEMENT IN A STRONG VOICE BUT WITH HIS
USUAL SLURRING OF WORDS. HE APPEARED FIT AND IN GOOD HUMOR. HIS
DRESS WAS |MMACULATE, SUIT WELL-TAILORED, SHIRT WELL-MADE. BOTH
HE AND GROMYKO WERE AT PAINS TO BE PLEASANT AND WELCOMING.
CHERNENKO HAD SLIGHT SHORTNESS OF BREATH AS HE BEGAN TO READ. HE
DID NOT WEAR GLASSES WHICH WERE ON TABLE IN FRONT OF HIM. GROMYKO
MADE ONLY ONE ATTEMPT TO ADD OR CORRECT BY BEING MORE EXPLICIT IN
SAYING THAT, IF THERE WERE POINTS IN PRESIDENT'S LETTER THAT
REQUIRED RESPONSE, THERE WOULD BE ANSWER AFTER THEY HAD A CHANCE
TO STUDY LETTER. ALEXANDROV, EARLIER NEAR RECEIVING LINE AND
DURING MEETING, MADE SPECIAL EFFORT (UNLIKE OTHER RECENT CONTACTS)
TO CONVEY A FRIENDLY MESSAGE AND EXPRESS HIS OWN APPRECIATION FOR
VICE PRESIDENT'S VISIT.

IN SUM, AMBASSADOR HAD AN IMPRESSION OF BREZHNEY RE-
VISITED., UNLIKE ANDROPOV WHO WAS COLDLY, HUMORLESSLY INTELLECTUAL,
CHERNENKO APPEARS TO BE THE OLD WILY RUSSIAN PEASANT-TYPE BUT WITH
AN OVER-LAY OF HAVING RUN A POLITBURO SECRETARIAT FOR MANY YEARS.
THERE IS ALSO NO DOUBT THAT THE MEMORIES OF ANDROPOV WERE FADING
FAST AS THIS NEW LEADER ENJOYED EVERY MOMENT OF THE IRONIC SITUA-
TION HE FOUND HIMSELF IN -~ A LOSER WHO BECAME A WINNER. MANY

WERE STRUCK, HOWEVER, BY THE SIGHT OF AN UNKNOWN INDIVIDUAL
HOLDING CHERNENKO'S ARM FIRMLY; CHERNENKO WAS THE ONLY POLITBURO
MEMBER WHO APPEARED TO BE AIDED DOWN THE STEPS (TWICE) FROM THE
TOP OF THE LENIN MAUSOLEUM. WOULD THERE BE ANOTHER RENDEZYOUS IN
FIFTEEN MONTHS> DECL OADR.
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THIS TELEPRODUCTION WAS PRODUGED BY THE
DIRECTORATE OF INTELLIGENCE. IT IS CLASSIFIED

CONFIDENTIAL.

IN CHOOSING 72-YEAR~OLD KONSTANTIN CHERNENKO AS
.ANDROPOV'S SUCCESSOR, THE SOVIET LEADERSHIP HAS
OPTED FOR THE POLITICAL STATUS QUO, AS OPPOSED
TO THE UNCERTAINTY THAT BELECTION OF A YOUNGER

LEADER MIGHT HAVE CREATED.

THIS "HOLDING ACTION", HOWEVER, COULD STIMULATE
RESENTMENT AMONG RISING CADRES, LEADING TO
STRAIN IN THE HIGHER PARTY RANKS. AS A RESULT,
WE ANTICIPATE A PERIOD OF MORE OVERT

POLITICKING AMONG THE LEADERSHIP.

FOR‘NOW, THE SOVIET BUREAUCRACY WOULD LIKELY
SEE THE CHOICE OF CHERNENKO AS THE PARTY LEADER
WHO BEST REPRESENTS CONTINUiTY OF BREZHNEV'S
BROAD POLICY OUTLINE. -
1
.

A
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AUDIO

CHERNENKO HAS SPENT HIS ENTIRE ADULT LIFE - 54
YEARS- IN THE SOVIET COMMUNIST PARTY. BUT HE
DID NOT BECOME A FULL MEMBER OF THE CENTRAL

COMMITTEE UNTIL 1971 WHEN HE BEGAN HIS RAPID

RISE WITHIN THE SOVIET LEADERSHIP.

THE KEY TO THE ADVANCEMENT WAS BREZHNEV, WHOM
HE SERVED IN VARIOUS CAPACITIES FOR MORE THAN
30 YEARS, STARTING WITH THEIR PARTY DAYS IN

MOLDAVIA IN THE EARLY 50'S.

AFTER 10 YEARS WORKING BEHIND THE SCENES AS
THE LEADERSHIP'S TOP ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER,
CHERNENKO WAS PROMOTED THREE TIMES BETWEEN
APRIL, 1976 AND NOVEMBER, 1978. DURING THE
PROCESS HE BECAME ONE OF FOUR IN THE
HIERARCHY WHO WERE SIMULTANEOUSLY PARTY
SECRETARIES AND FULL MEMBERS OF THE POLITBURO.

BREZHNEV, ANDREY KIRILENKO, AND MIKHAIL

2
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SUSLOV - ALL NOW EITHER DECEASED OR RETIRED -

WERE THE OTHERS.

BREZHNEV GAVE CHERNENKO MANY OPPORTUNITIES

TO IMPROVE HIS CHANCES OF BECOMING THE GENERAL
SECRETARY BUT COULD NOT CLINCH THE JOB FOR HIM
BEFORE HE DIED. IN NOVEMBER, 1982 CHERNENKO
WAS REPORTED TO LACK THE SUPPORT HE NEEDED
FROM SUCH KEY LEADERS AS FOREIGN MINISTER

GROMYKO AND DEFENSE MINISTER USTINOV.

THIS TIME, THE CIRCUMSTANCES WERE DIFFERENT.
SICKNESS, DEATH, AND THE CONSEQUENCES OF
EARLIER POLITICAL BATTLES HAD S0 REDUCED THE
LEADERSHIP RANKS THAT CHERNENKO WAS ONE OF
THE FEW WHO COULD LAY CLAIM TO CONTINUING

THE BREZHNEV LEGACY.

AS A BREZHNEV PROTEGE, CHERNENKO ECHOED

MANY OF HIS PATRON'S FAVORITE THEMES, INCLUDING

3
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THE IMPORTANCE OF DETENTE. 1IN 1979, HE WENT
FURTHER THAN ANY LEADER OTHER THAN BREZHNEV IN
STRESSING THE IMPORTANCE OF THE NEXT STAGE IN
"SALT III". NOW THAT HE IS GENERAL SECRETARY,
HOWEVER, CHERNENKO PROBABLY WILL TAILOR HIS
FOREIGN POLICY REFERENCES TO THE DEMANDS OF A
BROADER CONSTITUANCY, HIS LATITUDE IN THIS
AREA, MOREOVER, IS LIKELY TG BE CONSTRICTED AS
LONG AS FOREIGN MINISTER GROMYKO AND DEFENSE
MINISTER USTINOV REMAIN FIRMLY ENTRENCHED IN

THE LEADERSHIP.

THE INCLUSION OF GROMYKO AND USTINOV AS FUNERAL
SPEAKERS SUGGESTS THAT BOTH ARE ASSERTING THEIR
PREROGATIVES AS SENIOR MEMBERS QF THE POLITBURO.
IN VIEW OF THEIR REPORTED OPPOSITION TO
CHERNENKO IN 1982, THE INCLUSION OF ALL THREE AS
FUNERAt SPEAKERS ALSO SUGGESTS THAT AN

APPEARANCE OF TOP-LEVEL SQLIDARITY IS INTENDED.

A
CONP\.W{?NTIAL
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CHERNENKO HAS VISITED THE UNITED STATES - IN
1974 WHEN HE ATTENDED A UN GENERAL ASSEMBLY
SESSION. U.S. OFFICIALS FOUND HIM TO BE AN
EXTROVERTED, UNSOPHISTICATED MAN, ALWAYS READY

TO ENGAGE IN SMALL TALK.

THE NEW SOVIET LEADER HAS COME ACROSS, HOWEVER
AS AN EXCEPTIONALLY POOR PUBLIC SPEAKER. HE

DOES NOT SPEAK ENGLISH.

CHERNENKO'S HEALTH SEEMED TO BE GOOD UNTIL LAST
APRIL. AT THAT TIME A CASE OF THE FLU TURNED
INTO & LONG BOUT WITH PNEUMONIA. HE WAS
RELEASED FROM THE HOSPITAL AFTER THREE WEEKS
BUT IN JUNE APPEARED TO BE WEAK AND HAVING
DIFFICULTY WITH COUGHING AND SHORTNESS OF
BREATH. FOLLOWING AN EXTENDED VACATION HE
RETURNED TO WORK IN EARLY SEPTEMBER BUT

CONTINUED TO HAVE BREATHING PROBLEMS. THE

5

CONFNLDENTTAL

Ma Aliandimm dma MNAanlmaaifiantiam inm Dact ANANIANIAA - AL D 740 OE 408 A



il No Objection to Declassification in Part 2010/10/11 : NLR-748-25-12-2-5
CONFIDENTIAL
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25X1

HE MAY HAVE A HIGHER THAN NORMAL

SUSCEPTIBILITY TO PULMONARY INFECTION. AT THIS
TIME, HOWEVER, WE HAVE NO KNOWLEDGE OF AILMENTS
THAT WQULD BE LIKELY TO LIMIT HIS PERFORMANCE

IN OFFICE.

6

CONF;BEE?IAL

— ' e « . - C AM A TAAma a Rl P T A A s o =

-



Feb 15

Mr. McFarlane LDX'd attached cable
EYES ONLY FOR SECY SHULTZ (no other
distribution to be made)

zeroxing out paragraph bracketed in
red on page 2.

Wilma
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s a/p/ﬁ/;/: 1516472 FEB 84 VIA PRIVAC

e o o =

YH JTFE VICE PEESIDENT 222 cECTION 1 GF 2

TO:. TRE WHITE HOUSE FCR PRESIDENT REAGAN EYES ORLY

_ GSFCSTATL ¥OR SECRKTARY OF STATE SHULTZ EYFS ONLY

NIRECTOR, CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY CASEY EYES ONLY
ndﬁcow FOR AMBASSAPOR KARTMAN EYES ONLY
SUBJECT: MY MEETING WITK CHERNENKO, FEBRUARY 14, 1984
1. THE MEETING BEGAN WITH CEERNENYO, READING FROR X PREIPARED

TFIT EXPRESSING TO US TRE GRATITUDE OF THE SOVIET LEADERSHIP FOR
HONOR!NG ThE MEMORY OF THBE LATE GENERAL SECRETARY ANDROPOY. BE

—--ASAED MF TO TRANSMIT TEIS SENTIMENT TO YOU. BE ASKED ME ALSO TO
INFORM YOU TFAT THE SOVIZT UNION WAS XETAINING CONTINUITY IR

FOREIGN AFFAIRS. HE SAID THIS MEANT TEAT TEE USSR WAS PURSUING
THE ABSOLUTELY CLEAR GOALS OF CONSOLIDATING PEACE AND REDUCING TRE

~THRSAT OF WAR, AS WEZLL AS OF PURSUING PEACEFDL CO-EXISTING BETYSER
—_STATES WITKR DIFFERENT SOCIAL SYSTEMS WITER & VIEW TQ PROMOTING BENE-

FICIAL COOFSRATION BETWFEN ‘ALL STATES. AT TBE SAME TIME, BE SAlL

- THE USSR WOULD SAFREGUARD .ITS SECURITY INTERESTS, AS WELL AS THOSPE
- OF ITS ALLIES AND FPIZNDS, AGAINST ANY ATTEMPTS TQ IMPINGE ON TRRIR

SECURITY. CHEZRNEN(O WANTED TO EMPEASIZE TBAT TEE SOVIET UNION RHAR
NO INTENTION OF STRIVING FOR UNILATERAL MILITARY-STRATECIC ADVAN-
TAGE. TEY -SCVIET OBJECTIVE WAS TO PRESERVE UNDZR ALL CIRCUMSTANCES
TPE XSTABLISEED BALANCE WITH A VIEWw TO ENSIRING PEACE. TEE U.S.

_ GOVERNMENT SUYOULD BE ABSOLUTELY SLEAR ON THIS,

2. CHERNENXO THEN SAID HE WANTED 70 S$57 FORTS THE SOYIET

" ASSTSSMENT OF THKE CURRENT .STATE OF USSR-US RELATIONS AND OF TREIR
—-PROSPECTS FOP THE FoTJ2K. THE CURRENT STATE OF RELATIONS, EEI SALD,

FAD TO BE A CAUSE FOR CONCERN, ADDING THAT IN EIS CPINIQN WASRIRNG-

" TON ALSO RLCOGNIZED THIS. FOR ITS PART, THE SOVIET UNICN ¥WOULD DD

EVERYTHING IT CCULDR TC PREVENT ALIENATION BETWEIXR JUR TWO TOUNTRIRS,
AND TO PROMOTE A CONSTRUCTIVE INTERACTION BRETYEEZN ThHEM, BASED ON

~MUTUAL RESPECT. CHIENTNKO ASEFD MEi TO INFORM YOU THAT TEE SO¥IET

L}

URION VAS IN FAVOR CF SMOCTH, BETTER YET, GOOD RELATIDNS ¥WITH TRE
B.5. RE ASKED VEETEER THIS WAS POSSIBLE, AND, ANSYZRING FI5 O
CUESTION, REPLIED TRAT IT CERTAINLY WAS.

3. HE THEN TCOY NOTE NF YOUR EXPRESSION OF INTENT TO COOPEzR-

.ATE YITE THE USSR, END OF MAKING THE WORLD & BEITTER AND MORE
"PEACTFUL PLACE FOR ALL. THIS REQUIRED, FE SAID, TET RELATIONS BE

BASED ON THE CONCFPT OF EQUALITY AND EQUAL SECURITY, ON MUTD2RL
TRUST, MUTUAL ®FSPECT FOR EACH OTH¥R’S INTERESTS, AND TEAT NON-
1PENLOSICAL DIFFERENCES SECULD NOT BE INTROSUCED INTO SOVIET-—
AMZRICAN RELATICNS. THIS LATTER POINT WAS CRITICAL. OTEERYISE,
THY. RELATIONS WOULD RE SPASMODIC AND, WEAT WAS MOST IMPORTARY,
YOULY LEAD TO MISTRUST RATYER THAN MUTULL TRUST. JCEFRNENRO ¥TXT
ON TU SAY THAT IT wAS PRIMAHYILY UP TO DUR TVWO COUNTRIES TO INSUR®
STARJLITY 4ND PREVENT TEE TYRTAT OF A NUCLEA2 ARMS RACE, AND TO
PROCYID YITE ARMS LYMITATTI(CN AND an"FTlnv

-
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S ATLYY V" lT ¥A° U} TO US TC¢ THLY }?ACTIC#L 57::. * TF)‘ BY¥-ITTIC
TFS V.S, WPS IN & POSTITION TC TRIUTRESE STTPS, ES SRIp, ¥VI7rope
IN ANY wfr fHeIMING ITS PRESTICE CGR ITS IﬂfESESTS. BT S230 TUY
.. SOVIETE FAD NO CONVINCING REASON WBY THEZ U.S. COULL xOT yOoLLOV
CIZUYIFEIR OEXAMPLE AND UNTYERTACE NCT TD 35 TEE FIRST TO USY KJCLIAF
CARMS.  TEE SOVIET LEADERSHIP WAS CONYINCET THAT THIS WOULD BELP
RELLY THY INTERNATIONAYL SITUATION, ALL TVLT ¥AS BLQUIRSD %wis 3
P?LITICAL WILL AND A DESIRE TO REV“QQT A DANGTRIOUS COURSE OF
EVENTS

5. CHERNENKQ CONTINUED 3Y SAYIXG THAT TELRE ¥IRE ¥AHY 5SSESS
REQUIRING SOLUTIONS AND MANY THAT WERE CAPZRLE OF BEING SOLVED,
TRE U.S. GOVERNMENT WAS FAMILIAR WITR TRESE 1SSUES. TIE SOVIET
POLICY OF PURSUING MUTUALLY ACCEPTABLE ACCORDS -— AND HE THEN
EMPRASTZED, MUTUALLY ACCEPTIABLE ACCORDS —— REMAINED DXNCBARGED.
AMONG THE MOST IMPCHTANT AND PRESSING PRORLEMS RE WOULD MENTIDY
ARMS LIMITATION AND RFDJCTION, STOPPING THE SPREAD OF THE ARMS
RACE TO NEW AREAS, AND RESOLVING REGIONAL CONFLECTS, TAKING INTO
ACCOUNT THE LEGITIMATE INTERESTS OF THE PARTIES. TO BE CANDID,
TBE BILATERAL RELATIONS BETVEEN OUR TWO COUNTRIES WERE DEVOID QF
MEANINGFUL CONTENT, HE SAID. THIS CORNSTITUTED THE SOVIET APPRGACR
AND THE POSITION OF THE SOVIET UNION. KE TFEN SAID KE FOPED TBAT
YOU AND YOUR ADMINISTRATION MOULD DRAW THY RELEVANT PRACTICAL CON-
CLUSION. THIS WOJLD PERMIT AN IMPROVEMENT IN SOVIET-U.S. RELATIONS
AND IN ESTABLISBING THE IND OF RELATIONS ¥WB1CH WOULL FROMOTE
PEACE. CHERNENKO TOLD ME TRAT THE SOVIET LEADEASEIP DID HOT
BELIEVE 1K TRE INEVITARILITY OF A COXFPRQHTLTIQE. THE SAVIET AKD
U,.§. PEOPLES HAD NOT INHERITED BOSTILITY TOWARD EACH OTHER, FE
“SAID, ADDING TRAT HE DID NOT WANT SUCR HDST!L!?I 5 TO OCCUR 38 Tx=

PHTBRE

6. 1 TRANKFD CHERNENXO FOR LIS RSMANKS AND NOTED THAT

T GYERNENXO RAD HAD A VERY BUSY DAY AND TRAT HE HAD SEVERAL TRAUMATIC

.- DAYS BERIND HIM. T TOLD HIM THAT SENATOR BACFR AND I FAD COME 1€
OFFER OUR SINCERE CONDOLENCES. HE TFANIED ML FOR THIS SINTIMINT.

IR 7. AFTER HANDING OVER YOUR LETTER, WhICE I TO1¥ BIM ZEFIECTED
'OUR SINCERE FEELINGS, I TOLD BIM THAT I WAS ABSOLOTELY CONVINCED
__THAT, IN FACT, ¥E DID NCT WANT TO BE DRAWM INTO ANY SIND OF CON~
*LICT WITH THE SOVIET UNION. AS YOU BAD SAIDR IN YOUR JANUARY 1§,
1984 SPEECH, THE U.S. WAS PREPARED TO RUCILD A RELATIORSHIP BASED
ON CONSTRUCTIVE COOPERATION. JUST AS CHERNENEO HAT SAID, WE, TOOQ,
RELIFYED THAT GOOD RELATIONS WFRE POSSIFLE. ¥3, TO, RELONIZED
THAT THERE WERE DIFFERENCES PFETWEEN US, AND LIKE TEE USSR, TRBE®
¥.S. WOULD DEFEND ITS OWN INTERFSTS AND TROSE OF ITS ALLIES. ROC¥-
EVER, TRY U.S. DID NOT WISF TC CHALLENGF TRR STCURITY OF TRE SOVIZT
UNION OR ITS PEQPLE. WE, TOO, AGRESD TUAT TEE TIHE HAD CGME TQ

MOVS FROM YORDS TO DEEDS.

2. 1 WENT ON TO SAY TEAT IN THE ¥.5. ¥IEW, TRE MFETING
~- RETWEEN SFCRETARY SHULTZ AND MINISTER GROMY(O HAD IDENTIFIED AREAS
IN WEICH FROCRESS WAS POSSIBLE IN TEFE COMING MCONTHS AND WY WANTED
T0 MAE A PEGINNING TOwWARDS A RETTER AND MORE PRODUCTIVE RELATION-
SHIP. IF REAL PROGRESS ON THEZ 15SUGS WERE ¥ADE —— IF TEERE WAS K
PROSPECT FOR SERIOUS PROGRESS -- TREN YOU REMAINED INTEREST=D IR

57
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3!5/9/5/;45 1516422 FER 84 VIA PHIVACY CEANNTLS

F THE VICE PRESIDENT 2@2 FINAL ¥RCTIOX OF 2
TO:  TEE WRITE HOUSE FOR PRESIDENT REASAN EYES ONLY
SECSTATE FUR SECRETAHY OF STATF SHULTZ EYES ONLY
 IMECTOR, GENTRAL INTELLIGZNCE AGENCY CASEY EYES ONLY

MOSCO¥ FOR AMBASSADOR KARTMAN EYES ONLY
A MRETING /T THE HIGHEST LEVEL.

@, ] TOLD BFIM TEAT WE ESPECIALLY ¥WANTED TO AV0OID CORFPLILTS
(W3R REGIONAL ISSUES, THE MIDDLE EAST %45 TBE MIDDLTY FAST, AND
TEUS WAS ALwAYS DIFFICULT. WITH RESPICT TO LEBANDN, IN PARTICULAR,
WE WERY NOT SEEXING A CONFIICT ¥ITE THE SOVIET UNION, I SAID, KOR
WERE WE SEEXING A PEAMANENT U.S. PRSSINCE THERE.

1¢. 1 THEN EMPHASIZED THAT THE U.S. YANTED TO HOVYE FOHYWARD

ON ARMS CONTPOL. WE ERELIEVED THAT START ¥YAS ONE AREA IN WHICH
CONSTRUCTIVE STFPS WERF POSSIELE TOWARD ACRIEVING QUR MUTUAL GDAL
OF ITDUCING STRATICIC OFFENSIVE ARMS. WE WERE RREADY, I TOLE HIM,
FCR SERIOUS NEGOTIATIONS. FIAV{LY, WE ¥OULY RIZ INTEREZSTRD %
HEARING TH< SOVIET SIDE’S IDEAS ON HOW TO REDUCE THE DIFFERENCES
RETWEEN THY TWC SIDES ON START. WE BELIEVED 1T USEFUL TO FPDTLS DN
THT ARBEA OF TRALES~OFFS BETWEEN SOVIET ADVARTAGES AND U.S. ADVAN~
- TAGES. (OUR OVERALL OBJECTIVE ¥AS TO FINL A FRAMCWORE FOR A GENERAL

YEDUCTION OF STRATEGIC ARMS WHICHE, BOTR S5IDES AGREED, BAD SO FAR
KLUDED US.

11. NOTING HIS STATEMENT CONCERNING INTERFERENCE IN TRE
LOMBESTIC ATFAIRS OF THEE OTEER COJNTRY., Y SAID VE INEV PO¥ SERIOUSLY
CTHE, SOVIET UNION VIEWED THIS MATTER. EO¥EIVER, IT ¥OULD BE *0ST

USEFUL IF *3% WERZ AELZ T0O FIND WAYS FOR TAXINC PRACTICAL STEPS ——
AND ] EMPHASIZED TRAT THEY SHOULD INVOLVZI OUIET BIPLOMACY — 1IN
THE AREA OF HUMAN RICPTS. A NUMBER OF “THESF CASES BAD BECOME
IMPORTANT U.S. DOMESTIC CONCERNS. I TOLL RIM TFAT TEEY HAD BEARD
VARIONS NAMES FROM US 1V THE PAST, BUT I WANTED TO TAKE TRIS
OFPORTUNITY TO MEINTION SRCHARANSKEIY, ORLOV AND SAXEAROV,

12. WITH THE MEETING DRAWING TC A CLOSE, I REMARIED TRAT
TRZRS WAS FAR MORE TO DISCUSS, BUT TEAT 1 YANTED TO END ON TEE
NOTE ON WHICE 1 HAD BEGUN, NAMELY THAT TRE U.S5. WAX REXDY POR
SFTTER RELATIONS WITH THS SOVIZT UNION. ¥F YERE AMARE OF TUR
DIFFICTILTI®S, OF COURSE. ©BUT WF EAD NOT COME TO MCSCOW TO ASCIGN

AalAME CK TO ESCALATE TEE RRETORIC. THRIS SHCULD BRE £ NEV REGINRING. .

¥: YERE PREFARED 70 MVRET THFEM HALF WAY.

13. FET TFANKED MS FOR MY REMARYXS, EXPRESSING HIS GRATITUDE
TO ME FOR TAKING THE TIVE TN COME TO S0OSIOY AT SUCE & DIFFICULY
MOMINT. EFE ASCZD TFAT THIS SENTIMENT ALSO BE EXPRESSED TO YOO.
H} SARID TEAT MY VISIT WAS A HUMAN {IND OF GESTURE, A GOOD GESTURE
WHICH WRNT IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION. THS SOVIET SIDE HOPED FOR
FURTHLER STEZES TOWARDS IMPROVING RELATIONS BETWFEN US. EVEN THIS
PRI®F LJISCUSSION, BE SAID, HAD SHOWN THAT ¥WE F&AD TRINGS TO TRuX
ABOUT, AND TEAT ThERE YESE ISSURS WHICH COULD BF RESOLVED ON A
MUTURLI Y ACCEFTARLE RASTIS. AR SAIN TRAT TERACHOCE N0 FAULT OF aOB%
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N, v ® Ch“n'“‘?FD TR TASY OF LILDING TVC G”T‘T PP\F’S THT USSR
vt U.f, THIS FRING Tits CASE, BE SAIT, WE SHOULD PURSUT AN
INOLTARLY FOLI?Y IN CROSY TEAT FUTURE GEQFE&Tloﬁﬁ REMEMPER US AS
oD TEALSES, WISE AND ZIND THUNIVILJALS ¥ECSE GOAL YAS TRE VILL
FING UF ALL. KF FINIGUPD BY AGALIN TYPRISSING GRATITIUDE TO YOU
D TEANLING ME AND CGENATOR BRAYEW FOR ATTENDING TEFE FUNERAL.

14. AS I DEPARTED, CHERNEN(O REMARIZD TFAT BE BAD NOT HAD
N OPI'ORYUNITY TO READ YOU LETTER, BUT PROMISED TO STUDY IT AND
POVIDE & HESPONSE IF ONE %AS APPROPRIATFE.

1c. +5 1 PEPORTED IN MY FARLIER MESSAGE, I WAS BASICALLY
NCOURASED BY THE MEETING.

“ 16, 1 THOUGHT YOU WOULD BE INTERESTED 1IN AMBASSADOR PFARTRAR'S
YWSERVATIONS, HIS EXPERIENCE GIVES HIM AN EXCELLENT PERSPRCTIVE.
\MRAESADOR 'S COMMENTS: -

CHFRNENCO RECEIVED VICE PRESIDENT VWITH GROMY0O, DOBRIYNIN,

ALYXARDROV AND ANOTHER ASSISTANT WITE SUXRODREV AS INTERPHETER.

¢ READ PIR OPENING STATZMENT IN A STROKG VYOICE BUT ¥ITH HIS

NEFAL SLURRING QF WORDS., ME APPEAREL FIT AVD IN GOOD BUMOR. H®IS
MIESS WAS IMMACULATE; SW1T WELL-TATLORED, SRIRT $ELL~-MADE. BOTE
H¥ AND GROMYXO WERE AT PAINS TO BE PLEASANT AND WELCOMING.
CHFRNENKQ . HAD STIGHT SHORTNESS OF BREATE A5 EL DREGAN TO READ. HE
I'ID NOT WEAR GLASSES WHICH WERE ON TADLE I% FRORT OF HI¥. CGROMYIO
FADE ONLY ONF ATTEMPT TO ADD OR CORRECT EY BEING MORE EXPLICIT 1X
SATYING THAT, IF TRERE WERE POINTS IN PRESIDENT’S LETTER TEAT
REJUIRED RESFONSE, THERE WOULL BFE ANSWER AFTER THEY EAD 4 CEANER
TO STUDY TETTER. ALEXANDRQV, TARLIEZR NEAR RECTIVING LINE AND '

LORING MIETING , MLDE SPECIAL FFFORT {UNLITE OTRER RECERT CONTATTS}
TO CONVEY A FHIENDLY MESSAGE AND rIPP'SS HIS O¥N APPRECIATION FaR

ViCcE FRBSIDJVT S visIiT,

IN SUM, AMBASSADOR KAD AN IHPRSSSION OF BREZENEV RE-
VIS!TSE. UNLIXE ANDROPOV WHO WAS COLDLY, BEUMDRLRESSLY INTELLECTUAL,
CLHERNEN{(DO APPEARS TQ BE TRY QLD WILY RESESi% PEATANTI-TYPE BUT YWITE
AR Q¥ER-1LAY OF BAVING KUN £ POLITHIRD SYCRETARIAT FOR MANY YTERS.,
THERF IS ALSC NQ DOUBT THAT TEZ MIMORIES OF 2NDRDPOY ¥EIRY YAUING
“AST AS THIS NEV LEALER ENJOYED EVERY MOMENT OF TER IQONIC SItT@a-
TION HE FOUND EJMSELF IN -- A LOSER WHO BECAME A WINNER. MANY
¥ER® STAUCI, HOVEVER, BY TRE SIGHT OF AN UNKNOWN INDIVIDUAL
HOLDING CHERNENKO'S AaM FIRMLY; CHERNENIO ¥AS THE OKLY PQLITBURO
m¥MBER ¥EO APPEARED TO BE AIDED DO¥N TEE RTEPS (TWICE) FROM THE
TOP OF THRE LENIN HMAUSOLEUM. WOULD TEERE RE ANNTHER RENDEZVOUS 1IN
FIFTELN HMONTEST HICL QADRR. ‘
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