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OP IMMED 

25X1 
0 151640Z FEB 84 ZYH ZFF4 

FM ~MfMBASSY PARIS : 

TO THE WHITE HOUSE 

I ~TATE DEPT. 25X1 

_j E GR t r1SI640Z FEB 84 VIA PRIVACY CHANNELS 

F M TH E V I C E P R E S I D fi N T 2 0 2 S E C T I ON 1 0 F 2 
I 

TO : THE WHITE HOUSE f OR PRES I DENT REAGAN EYES ONLY 
SECSTATE FDR SECRETARY OF STATE SHULTZ EYES ONLY 
DIRECTOR. CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY CASEY EYES ONLY 
MOSCOW FOR AMBASSADOR HARTMAN EYES ONLY 

SUBJECT: MY MEETING WITH CHERNENKO, FEBRUARY 14, 1984 

1. THE MEETING BEGAN WITH CHERNENKO, READING FROM A PREPARED 
TEXT, EXPRESSING TO US THE GRATITUDE OF THE SOVIET LEADERSHIP FOR 
HONORING THE MEMORY OF THE LATE GENERAL SECRETARY ANDROPOV. HE 
ASKED ME TO TRANSMIT THIS SENTIMENT TO YOU. HE ASKED ME ALSO TO 
INFORM YOU THAT THE SOVIET UNION WAS RETAINING CONTINUITY IN 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS. HE SAID THIS MEANT THAT THE USSR WAS PURSUING 

THE ABSOLUTELY CLEAR GOALS OF CONSOLIDATING PEACE AND REDUCING THE 
THREAT OF WAR, AS WELL AS OF PURSUING PEACEFUL CO-EXISTING BETWEEN 

STATES WITH DIFFERENT SOCIAL SYSTEMS WITH A VIEW TO PROMOTING BENE-
FICIAL COOPERATION BETWEEN ALL STATES. AT THE SAME TIME, HE SAID 
THE USSR WOULD SAFEGUARD ITS SECURITY INTERESTS, AS WELL AS THOSE 
OF ITS ALLIES AND FRIENDS , AGAINST ANY ATTEMPTS TO IMPINGE ON THEIR 
SECURITY. CHERNENKO WANTED TO EMPHASIZE THAT THE SOVIET UNION HAO 
NO INTENTION OF STRIVING FOR UNILATERAL MILITARY-STRATEGIC ADVAN-
TAGE. THE SOVIET OBJECTIVE WAS TO PRESERVE UNDER ALL CIRCUMSTANCES 

~rnnrT 
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THE ESTABLISHED BALANCE WITH A VIEW TO ENSURING PEACE . THE U. S. 
GOVERNMENT SHOULD BE ABSOLUTELY CLEAR ON THIS. 

2. CHERNENKO THEN SAID HE WANTED TO SET FORTH THE SOVIET 
ASSESSMENT OF THE CURRENT STATE OF USSR - US RELATIONS AND OF THE IR 

PROSPECTS FOR THE FUTURE. THE CURRENT STATE OF RELATIONS, HE SAID, 
HAD TO BE A CAUSE FOR CONCERN , ADDING THAT IN HIS OPINION WASHING-
TON AL SO RE COG N I ZED TH I S. F OR I TS PART, T HE SO V I ET UN I ON WOULD D 0 

EVERYTHING IT COULD TO PREVENT ALIENATION BETWEEN OUR TWO COUNTRIES, 

AND TO PROMOTE A CONSTRUCTIVE INTERACTION BETWEEN THEM, BASED ON 
MUTUAL RESPECT. c·ttER':~£NKO A"SKfO ., MEJO INFORM YOU THAT THI SOVIET·/~ 
UNION WAS IN FAVOR-' )oF ·.SMOOT_H·;· ,·,)BiTTE·R··YET, GOOD RELATIONS WITH THI?> 

~ . . I . · . . . . . 

U.S. :~- HE A·SKED· WHE·1HER .. THIS WAS -'P-OSS ·IBLf-, AND ,· ANSWERING HIS OWN': '. . . .. ·,· . ! . . ~-. . . . ' ,/ . . 

· 0 U E S T f ON, R E" P L- l"E D 1 H AT I T CI R T A I N L Y WAS·/ . 

3. HE THEN TOOK NOTE OF YOUR EXPRESSION Of INTENT TO COOPER-

ATE WITH THE USSR, AND OF MAK I NG THE WORLD A BETTER AND MORE 

PEACEFUL PLACE FOR ALL. T.H JcS<~~-fOUIR_ED, HE SAID , .THT ':f,'ELATION-S B-Ct 
BASED ON THE CONCE~'T O'f EOUA:L'tTY -AND· E-OUAL SECUR~TY, ON MUTUAL -,,,· 
TRUST , MUTUAt · R-ESP.~CT ·roR EACH OTHE'R ; S INTERESTS, AND THAT NON~:;,·, 

IDEOLOGICAL .DIFFE~_~N,C~~---:.su._o_p_,tQ N.or·.·s_( . INTR.ODl~ID INTO SOVIET'-
AMERICAN RELATIONS( lHIS LATTER POINT WAS CRITICAL . .- OTHERWISE, 

THE RELATIONS WOULD BE SPASMODIC AND, WHAT WAS MOST IMPORTANT, 

WOULD LEAD TO MISTRUST RATHER THAN MUTUAL TRUST . CHERNENKO WENT 

ON TO SAY THAT IT WAS PRIMARILY UP TO OUR TWO COUNTRIES TO INSURE 
STABILITY AND PREVENT THE THREAT OF A NUCLEAR ARMS RACE, AND TO 
PROCEED WITH ARMS LIMITATION AND REDUCTION. 

4 . C H E R N E N K O S A I D T H A T T O B E C A N D I D . . f if E -S.O V I E T U N' I O r{;..: 
BELIEVED IT WAS up '!To us TO TAKE PRACTICAL. srtp:s:·- IN- THIS DIR.ECTIOfH 

THE U.S. WAS IN A POSITION TO TAKE THESE STEPS , HE SAID, WITHOUT 
IN ANY WAY HARMING ITS PRESTIGE OR ITS INTERESTS. HE SAID THE 
SOVIETS HAD NO CONVINCING REASON WHY THE U.S. COULD NOT FOLLOW 
THEIR EXAMPLE AND UNDERTAKE NOT TO BE THE FIRST TO USE NUCLEAR 
ARMS . THE SOVIET LEADERSHIP WAS CONVINCED THAT THIS WOULD HELP 

RELAX THE INTERNATIONAL SITUATION. All THAT WAS REQUIRED WAS A 

POLITICAL WILL AND A DESIRE TO REVERSE A DANGEROUS COURSE OF 
EVENTS. 

5. CHERNENKO CONTINUED BY SAYING THAT THERE WERE MANY ISSUES 

'\ 
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REQUIRING SOLUTIONS AND MANY THAT WERE CAPABLE Of BE ING SOLVED. 
THE U.S. GOVERNMENT WAS FAMILIAR WITH THESE ISSUES. THE SOVIET 
POLICY OF PURSUING MUTUALLY ACCEPTABLE ACCORDS -- AND HE THEN 
EMPHASIZED. MUTUALLY ACCEPTABLE ACCORDS -- REMAINED UNCHANGED. 
AMONG THE MOST IMPORTANT AND PRESSING PROBLEMS HE WOULD MENTION 
ARMS LIMITATION AND REDUCTION, STOPPING THE SPREAD Of THE ARMS 
RACE TO NEW AREAS, AND RESOLVING REGIONAL CONFLECTS, TAKING INTO 

ACCOUNT THE LEGITIMATE INTERESTS OF THE PARTIES. TO BE CANDID. 
THE BILATERAL RELATIONS BETWEEN OUR TWO COUNTRIES WERE DEVOID OF 

MEANINGFUL CONTENT, HE SAID. THIS CONSTITUTED THE SOVIET APPROACH 

AND THE POSITION OF THE SOVIET UNION. HE THEN SAID HE HOPED THAT 
YOU ANO YOUR ADMINISTRATION WOULD DRAW THE RELEVANT PRACTICAL CON-

CLUSION. THIS WOULD PERMIT AN IMPROVEMENT IN SOVIET-U.S. RELATIONS 
AND IN ESTABLISHING THE KIND OF RELATIONS WHICH WOULD PROMOTE 
PEACE. CHERNENKO TOLD ME THAT THE SOVIET LEADERSHIP DID NOT 
BELIEVE IN THE INEVITABILITY OF A CONFRONTATION. THE SOVIET AND 
U.S. PEOPLES HAD NOT INHERITED HOSTILITY TOWARD EACH OTHER. HE 
SAID, ADDING THAT HE DID NOT WANT SUCH HOSTILITIES TO OCCUR IN THE 
F'UTURE. 

6. I THANKED CHERNENKO FOR HIS REMARKS AND NOTED THAT 
CHERNENKO HAD HAD A VERY BUSY DAY AND THAT HE HAD SEVERAL TRAUMATIC 

DAYS BEHIND HIM. TOLD HIM THAT SENATOR BAKER AND I HAD COME TO 

OFFER OUR SINCERE CONDOLENCES. HE THANKED ME FOR THIS SENTIMENT. 
7 . AF TE R HAND I NG O VE R YD UR LE TT ER, WH I CH I TD L D H I M RE F L EC TED 

YOUR SINCERE FEELINGS, I TOLD HIM THAT I WAS ABSOLUTELY CONVINCED 
THAT, I N FACT, . WE D I D NOT WANT TO BE DRAWN I NT O ANY · K I ND OF CON -

F L I C T W I T H T H E S O V I E T U N I O N . A S Y O U H A D S A I D I N Y O U R J A N U A R Y 1-6 , 
1984 SPEECH, THE U.S. WAS PREPARED TO BUILD A RELATIONSHIP BASED 

0 N CONSTRUCT I VE COOP E RAT I ON. J UST AS CHE RN EN KO HAD SA I D, WE , TOO, 
BE L I E VE D TH AT · GOOD RE L AT I ON S WE RE P OS S I BL E. WE, T O, RE CON I ZE D 
THAT THERE WERE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN US, AND LIKE THE USSR, THE 
U. S. WO UL O DEFEND I TS OWN I NT ERE ST S AND THOSE Of I TS A LL I ES . HOW-
E VER, THE U.S. DID NOT WI SH TO CHALLENGE THE SEC UR I TY OF THE SOY I ET 
UNION OR ITS PEOPLE. WE, TOO, AGREED THAT THE TIME HAD COME TO 
MO VE FROM WORDS TO DEEDS. 

CC'f'DC'T 
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8. I WENT ON TO SAY THAT IN THE U. S. VIEW, THE MEETING 

BETWEEN SECRETARY SHULTZ AND MINISTER GROMYKO HAD IDENTIFIED AREAS 

IN WHICH PROGRESS WAS POSSIBLE IN THE COMING MONTHS AND WE WANTED 

TO MAKE A BEGINNING TOWARDS A BETTER AND MORE PRODUCTIVE RELATION-

SHIP. IF REAL PROGRESS . ON THE ISSUES WERE MADE -- IF THERE WAS A 

PROSPECT FOR SERIOUS PROGRESS -- THEN YOU REMAINED INTERESTED IN 
BT 
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on I u u cn 

25X1 

0 151€402 FEB 84 ZYH ZFF4 
FM AMEMBASSY PARIS 

TO THE WHITE HOUSE 

J jsTATE DEPT. 25X1 

SEC RE T 1516402 FEB 84 VIA PRIVACY CHANNELS 

FM THE VICE PRESIDENT 20'2 FINAL SECTION OF 2 
TO: THE WHITE HOUSE FOR PRESIDENT REAGAN EYES ONLY 
SECSTATE FOR SECRETARY OF STATE SHULTZ EYES ONLY 
DIRECTOR, CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY CASEY EYES ONLY 
MOSCOW FOR AMBASSADOR HARTMAN EYES ONLY 
A MEETING AT THE HIGHEST LEVEL. 

9. I TOLD H I M THAT WE ESPE C I ALLY WANTED TO AV O I D CON FL I CT S 

OVER REGIONAL ISSUES . THE MIDDLE EAST WAS THE MIDDLE EAST, AND 

THUS WAS ALWAYS DIFFICULT. WITH RESPECT TO LEBANON, IN PARTICULAR, 
WE WERE NOT SEEK I NG A CONFLICT WITH THE SOVIET UNION , I SAID, NOR 

WERE WE SEEK l NG A PERMANENT U. S. PRESENCE THERE. 
llJ. I THEN EMPHASIZED THAT THE U.S. WANTED TO MOVE FORWARD 

ON ARMS CONTROL . WE BELIEVED THAT START WAS ONE AREA IN WHICH 
CONSTRUCTIVE STEPS WERE POSSIBLE TOWARD ACHIEVING OUR MUTUAL GOAL 
0 F RED UC I NG STRATE G I C OFFEN S I VE AR MS . WE WERE RE ADY, I TOLD H IM, 

FOR SER I OU S NEG OT I AT I ON S. FRANKLY, WE WOULD BE I NT ERE STE D IN 
HEARING THE SOVIET SIDE'S IDEAS ON HOW TO REDUCE THE DIFFERENCES 

BETWEEN THE TWO SIDES ON START. WE BELIEVED IT USEFUL TO FOCUS ON 

THE AREA OF TRADE-OFFS BETWEEN SOVIET ADVANTAGES AND U.S. ADVAN-

TAGES. OUR OVERALL OBJECTIVE WAS TO FIND A FRAMEWORK FOR A GENERAL 
REDUCTION OF STRATEGIC ARMS WHICH, BOTH SIDES AGREED, HAD SO FAR 

c:'[r'D[T 
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ELUDED US . 

11. NOTING HIS STATEMENT CONCERNING INTERFERENCE IN THE 
DOMESTIC AFFAIRS OF THE OTHER COUNTRY, I SAID WE KNEW HOW SERIOUSLY 
THE SOVIET UNION VIEWED THIS MATTER. HOWEVER. IT WOULD BE MOST 
USEFUL IF WE WERE ABLE TO FIND WAYS FOR TAKING PRACTICAL STEPS --
AND I EMPHASIZED THAT THEY SHOULD INVOLVE QUIET DIPLOMACY -- IN 
THE AREA OF HUMAN RIGHTS. A NUMBER OF THESE CASES HAD BECOME 
IMPORTANT U. S. DOMESTIC CONCERNS. I TOLD HIM THAT THEY HAD HEARD 
VARIOUS NAMES FROM US IN THE PAST, BUT I WANTED TO TAKE THIS 
OPPORTUNITY TO MENTION SHCHARANSKIY, ORLOV AND SAKHAROV. 

12. WITH THE MEETING DRAWING TO A CLOSE, I REMARKED THAT 
THERE WAS FAR MORE TO DISCUSS, BUT THAT I WANTED TO END ON THE 

NOTE ON WHICH I HAD BEGUN, NAMELY THAT THE U.S . WAS READY FOR 
BE T TE R RE L AT I ON S WI T H T HE SO V I E T LIN I ON. WE WE R E A WARE OF T H E 
DIFFICULTIES, OF COURSE. BUT WE HAD NOT COME TO MOSCOW TO ASSIGN 

. BLAME OR TO ESCALATE THE RHETORIC. THIS SHOULD BE A NEW BEGINNING. 
WE WERE PREPARED TO MEET THEM HALF WAY. 

13 . HE THANKED ME FOR MY REMARKS, EXPRESSING HIS GRATITUDE 

TO ME FOR TAKING THE TIME TO COME TO MOSCOW AT SUCH A DIFFICULT 

MOMENT. HE ASKED THAT THIS SENTIMENT ALSO BE EXPRESSED TO YOU. 
HE SAID THAT MY VISIT WAS A HUMAN KIND OF GESTURE, A GOOD GESTURE 

WH I CH WENT I N THE R I G HT D I RE CT I ON. THE SO V I E T S I DE HOPED F OR 
FURTHER STEPS TOWARDS IMPROVING RELATIONS BETWEEN US. EVEN THIS 
BRIEF DISCUSSION, HE SAID, HAD SHOWN THAT WE HAD THINGS TO TALK 
ABOUT, AND THAT THERE WERE ISSUES WHICH COULD BE RESOLVED ON A 
MUTUALLY ACCEPTABLE BASIS . HE SAID THAT THROUGH NO FAULT OF OUR 

OWN, WE SHOULDERED THE TASK OF LEADING TWO GREAT POWERS, THE USSR 
AND THE U. S. TH IS BE I NG THE CASE, HE SAID, WE SHOULD PURSUE AN 

HONORABLE POLICY IN ORDER THAT FUTURE GENERATIONS REMEMBER US AS 
GOOD LEADERS, WI SE AND KI ND I ND IV I DUALS WHOSE GOAL WAS THE WELL 

BEING OF ALL. HE FINISHED· BY AGAIN EXPRESSING GRATITUDE TO YOU 
AND THANKING ME AND SENATOR BAKER FOR ATTENDING THE FUNERAL. 

14. AS I DEPARTED, CHERNENKO REMARKED THAT . HE HAD NOT HAD 
AN OPPORTUNITY TO READ YOU 'LETTER, BUT PROMISED TO STUDY IT AND 
PROVIDE A RESPONSE If ONE WAS APPROPRIATE. 

15. AS I REPORTED IN MY EARLIER MESSAGE, I WAS BASICALLY 

ccrocr 
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ENCOURAGED BY THE MEETING. 

16 . I THOUGHT YOU WOULD BE INTERESTED IN AMBASSADOR HARTMAN'S 
OBSERVATIONS. HIS EXPERIENCE GIVES HIM AN EXCELLENT PERSPECTIVE. 
AMBASSADOR' 5 COMMENTS: 

CHERNENKO RECEIVED VI CE PRES I DENT WI TH GROMKO, DOBRY NIN, 
ALEXANDROV AND ANOTHER ASSISTANT WITH SUKHODREV AS INTERPRETER. 
HE READ HIS OPENING STATEMENT IN A STRONG VOICE BUT WITH HIS 

USUAL SLURRING OF WORDS. HE APPEARED FIT AND IN GOOD HUMOR. HIS 

DRESS WAS 1. MMACULATE; SUIT WELL-TAILORED, SHIRT WELL-MADE. BOTH 
HE AND GROMYKO WERE AT PAINS TO BE PLEASANT AND WELCOMING. 

CHERNENKO HAD SLIGHT SHORTNESS OF BREATH AS HE BEGAN TO READ. HE 
DID NOT WEAR GLASSES WHICH WERE ON TABLE IN FRONT OF HIM. GROMYKO 
MADE ONLY ONE ATTEMPT TO ADD OR CORRECT BY BEING MORE EXPLICIT IN 
SAY I NG THAT, I F THE RE WE RE PO I NT S I N PRE S I DENT' S L E T TE R THAT 
REQUIRED RESPONSE, THERE WOULD BE ANSWER AFTER THEY HAD A CHANCE 

TO STUDY LETTER . ALEXANDROV, EARLIER NEAR RECEIVING LINE AND 

DURING MEETING , MADE SPECIAL EFFORT (UNLIKE OTHER RECENT CONTACTS) 

TO CONVEY A FRIENDLY MESSAGE AND EXPRESS HIS OWN APPRECIATION FOR 
VICE PRESIDENT'S VISIT. 

IN SUM, AMBASSADOR HAD AN IMPRESSION OF BREZHNEV RE-
VISITED. UNLIKE ANDROPOV WHO WAS COLDLY, HUMORLESSLY INTELLECTUAL, 
CHERNENKO APPEARS TO BE THE OLD WILY RUSSIAN PEASANT-TYPE BUT WITH 

AN OVER-LAY OF HAVING RUN A POLITBURO SECRETARIAT FOR MANY YEARS. 
THERE IS ALSO NO DOUBT THAT THE MEMORIES OF ANDROPOV WERE FADING 
FAST AS THIS NEW LEADER ENJOYED EVERY MOMENT OF THE IRONIC SITUA-

TION HE FOUND HIMSELF IN -- A LOSER WHO BECAME A WINNER. MANY 

WERE STRUCK, HO WE VE R, BY THE S I G HT OF AN UNKNOWN I ND I Y I DU AL 

HOLD I NG CHERNENKO'S ARM FIRMLY; CHERNENKO WAS THE ONLY POL I TBURO 

MEMBER WHO APPEARED TO BE AIDED DOWN THE STEPS !TWICE) FROM THE 

TOP OF THE LENIN MAUSOLEUM. WOULD THERE BE ANOTHER RENDEZVOUS IN 
FIFTEEN MONTHS> DECL OADR . 
BT 

C't'l"'Dt'T 
"''- r"'\.t... : --.&.=-- "'- r-"\--•---=.r=--"-=-- :_ n--L nnAr"\lr"\A lr"\t:!-. t-.11 n ,An 'lt:: Al'"\ A ~ 



No Objection to Declassification in Part 2010/10/11 : NLR-748-25-12-2-5 

CHERNENKO., .THE NEW GENERAL SECRETARY 2/15/84 
I 
i 

VIDEO AUDIO 

THIS TELEPRODUCTION WAS PRODUCED BY THE 

DIRECTORATE OF INTELLIGENCE. IT IS CLASSIFIED 

CONFIDENTIAL. 

IN CHOOSING 72-YEAR-OLD KONSTANTIN CHERNENKO AS 

ANDROPOV'S SUCCESSOR, THE SOVIET LEADERSHIP HAS 

OPTED FOR THE POLITICAL STATUS QUO, AS OPPOSED 

TO THE UNCERTAINTY THAT SELECTION OF A YOUNGER 

LEADER MIGHT HAVE CREATED. 

THIS "HOLDING ACTION", HOWEVER, COULD STIMULATE 

RESENTMENT AMONG RISING CADRES, LEADING TO 

STRAIN IN THE HIGHER PARTY RANKS. AS A RESULT, 

WE ANTICIPATE A PERIOD OF MORE OVERT 

POLITICKING AMONG THE LEADERSHIP. 

FOR , NOW, THE SOVIET BUREAUCRACY WOULD LIKELY 

SEE THE CHOICE OF CHERNENKO AS THE PARTY LEADER 

WHO BEST REPRESENTS CONTINUITY OF BREZHNEV'S 

BROAD POLICY OUTLINE. ' 

1 

'\ 
CONF!DPl\AL 
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CHERNENKO HAS SPENT HIS ENTIRE ADULT LIFE - 54 

YEARS- IN THE SOVIET COMMUNIST PARTY. BUT HE 

DID NOT BECOME A FULL MEMBER OF THE CENTRAL 

COMMITTEE UNTIL 1971 WHEN HE BEGAN HIS RAPID 

RISE WITHIN THE SOVIET LEADERSHIP. 

THE KEY TO THE ADVANCEMENT WAS BREZHNEV, WHOM 

HE SERVED IN VARIOUS CAPACITIES FOR MORE THAN 

30 YEARS, STARTING WITH THEIR PARTY DAYS IN 

MOLDAVIA IN THE EARLY so's. 

AFTER 10 YEARS WORKING BEHIND THE SCENES AS 

THE LEADERSHIP'S TOP ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER, 

CHERNENKO WAS PROMOTED THREE TIMES BETWEEN 

APRIL, · 1976 AND NOVEMBER, 1978. DURING THE 

PROCESS HE BECAME ONE OF FOUR IN THE 

HIERARCHY WHO WERE SIMULTANEOUSLY PARTY 

SECRETARIES AND FULL MEMBERS OF THE POLITBURO. 

BREZHNEV, ANDREY KIRILENKO, AND MIKHAIL 
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SUSLOV - ALL NOW EITHER DECEASED OR RETIRED -

WERE THE OTHERS . 

BREZHNEV GAVE CHERNENKO MANY OPPORTUNITIES 

TO IMPROVE HIS CHANCES OF BECOMING THE GENERAL 

SECRETARY BUT COULD NOT CLINCH THE JOB FOR HIM 

BEFORE BE DIED. IN NOVEMBER, 1982 CHERNENKO 

WAS REPORTED TO LACK THE SUPPORT HE NEEDED 

FROM SUCH KEY LEADERS AS FOREIGN MINISTER 

GROMYKO AND DEFENSE MINISTER USTINOV. 

THIS TIME, THE CIRCUMSTANCES WERE DIFFERENT. 

SICKNESS, DEATII, AND THE CONSEQUENCES OF 

EARLIER POLITICAL BATTLES HAD SO REDUCED THE 

LEADERSHIP RANKS THAT CHERNENKO WAS ONE OF 

THE FEW WHO COULD LAY CLAIM TO CONTINUING 

THE BREZHNEV LEGACY. 

AS A BREZHNEV PROTEGE, CHERNENKO ECHOED 

MANY OF HIS PATRON 1 S FAVORITE THEMES, INCLUDING 

3 

CON~NT!AL 
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THE IMPORTANCE OF DETENTE. IN 1979, HE WENT 

FURTHER THAN ANY LEADER OTHER THAN BREZHNEV IN 

STRESSING THE IMPORTANCE OF THE NEXT STAGE IN 

"SALT III". NOW THAT HE IS GENERAL SECRETARY, 

HOWEVER, CHERNENKO PROBABLY WILL TAILOR HIS 

FOREIGN POLICY REFERENCES TO THE DEMANDS OF A 

BROADER CONSTITUANCY. HIS LATITUDE IN THIS 

AREA, MOREOVER, IS LIKELY TO BE CONSTRICTED AS 

LONG AS FOREIGN MINISTER GROMYKO AND DEFENSE 

MINISTER USTINOV REMAIN FIRMLY ENTRENCHED IN 

THE LEADERSHIP. 

THE INCLUSION OF GROMYKO AND USTINOV AS FUNERAL 

SPEAKERS SUGGESTS THAT BOTH ARE ASSERTING THEIR 

PREROGATIVES AS SENIOR MEMBERS OF THE POLITBURO. 

IN VIEW OF THEIR REPORTED OPPOSITION TO 

CHERNENKO IN 1982, THE INCLUSION OF ALL THREE AS 

FUNERAL SPEAKERS ALSO SUGGESTS THAT AN 

APPEARANCE OF TOP-LEVEL SOLIDARITY IS INTENDED. 
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CHERNENKO ... THE NEW GENERAL SECRETARY 2/15/84 

VIDEO AUDIO 

CHERNENKO HAS VISITED THE UNITED STATES - IN 

1974 WHEN HE ATTENDED A UN GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

SESSION. U.S. OFFICIALS FOUND HIM TO BE AN 

EXTROVERTED, UNSOPHISTICATED MAN, ALWAYS READY 

TO ENGAGE IN SMALL TALK. 

THE NEW ' SOVIET LEADER HAS COME ACROSS, HOWEVER 

AS AN EXCEPTIONALLY POOR PUBLIC SPEAKER. HE 

DOES NOT SPEAK ENGLISH. 

CHERNENKO'S HEALTH SEEMED TO BE GOOD UNTIL LAST 

APRIL. AT THAT TIME A CASE OF THE FLU TURNED 

INTO A LONG BOUT WITH PNEUMONIA. HE WAS 

RELEASED FROM THE HOSPITAL AFTER THREE WEEKS 

BUT IN JUNE APPEARED TO BE WEAK AND HAVING 

DIFFICULTY ·wITH COUGHING AND SHORTNESS OF 

BREATH. FOLLOWING AN EXTENDED VACATION HE 

RETURNED TO WORK IN EARLY SEPTEMBER BUT 

CONTINUED TO HAVE BREATHING PROBLEMS. THE 
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HE MAY HAVE A HIGHER THAN NORMAL 

SUSCEPTIBILITY TO PULMONARY INFECTION. AT THIS 

TIME , HOWEVER , WE HAVE NO KNOWLEDGE OF AILMENTS 

THAT WOULD BE LIKELY TO LIMIT HIS PERFORMANCE 

IN OFFICE . 

6 

CONFI~ IAL 

25X1 



Feb 15 

Mr. McFarlane LDX'd attached cable 
EYES ONLY FOR SECY SHULTZ (no other 
distribution to be made) 

zeroxing out paragraph bracketed in 
red on page 2. 

Wilma 
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FM Tft VIC£ P~ESIO~NT 2e2 ~ECTION l OF 2 ~ -- .: 

to: . THE WHITE ~OUSJ: FOR P~r.SIDINT REAGAN EYES ONLY 

:;1•c~TATI.. 1"01' SiCRJ.;TA'RY OF STATE SHULTZ 'EJFS ONLY 

T!lftECTOJ • C'ENTRAL IN'I''El.l,JGF.NCE AGENCY CASEY ETJ:S ONLY 

MO~COV FOR A~BA~SAPOR ~ARTMAN EYES ONLY 

r.usJECT: MY MEETING WJTi CHF.RN!NKO, FEBRUARY lf, 1984 

1~ THE MEETING BECAN WITH CEERNEH{O. READING ?ROM A PRn,AF.l:U 
T):XT, EXPIO~SSING TO US TR~ GRATITUDE OF TRE SOVIET LIADEP.SHIP FOR 
HONORING ThE MEMOliT OF THE l,ATE Gi.NERAL SECRETARY ANDROPOY. BB 

- ·--AS~ED MJ: TO TRANSMIT Tr.IS f:F.NTIMENT TO YOU. EE ASKED HI Al.SO TO 
. INfOR~ YOU TtAT THE SOVIET UNION VAS !ETAJNJNC CONTINUITY IN 

. FORF,ICN A}'lAJRS. HI~ SAID THIS t1.EANT TP.AT TEE USSB VAS PURSUING 
THE ABSOLUTELY CLEAR GOALS OF CONSOLIDATING PEACE AND RiDUCtMG TRt 

·--TH•r~AT OF \'AR, AS \fELL AS OF PURSUING PEACEFUL CO-EXISTJHC :S:S".r~SS~ 
_. _ _ STATES Vl TJl l>J Fi'ERF.NT S~CI I. L STST:tKS VITR I.. Vl:EV TO PROH.OTIN& ltENt-

1·JClAL COOT-S'RATION E.ETW£E'II ALL STATES. A'T THE SAME TIME, B~ SAID 
. THr ~ss~ ~~ULD SAFEGUARD .ITS SECURITY INTERESTS, AS YELL AS THOSE 

OF tTS Al.1,lES AND FPI£t,ms. A.GA.l~ST !N! !.!TEMPTS TO IMPINGE ON TP.RlR 
SF.C\JJ{l TY.. CHERNEN<O YA~TED T<' EMPF.ASIZI THAT THE SOVIET UNION· RAD 
NO JNTBNTION OF STl'iIVING FOR UNILATERAL MlLITAil-STiA'l'.EGIC AD1AH-
'tAG }~. 'l'P. l' · SCV I ET OBJ ECTI VF WAS TO PRESERVE UND~R ALL ClllCUKS'tA:'tCES 
Tt'r. :r;:STABLISf.ED BAI,ANCE WITH A VIE~ 'J'·O £flS!J!IJ.G PtACE. TFE U.S. 
CC1V[RNMENT SHOULD Bl: ABSOLUTF.LT :LIAR ON T!IIS. 

i. CHER~E~{O THE~ SAID BE WANTE» '10 511 Fo~,a 1»J SO~lb~ 
ASS~SS"'!iNT O}' rHE CURRENT -STATE or USSll-US !ELATIONS ANn OF TBE'I'R 

--l'"q0~ PECTS FOP. Tf! F. r .:r J~ ~;. THI CUR!EN"T STA TK OF' RKLATIOflS • E:l. s,rn-. 
----,~n TO~£ A CAUSB FOR CONCE~N, lDDl~G THiT I~ EIS CPIHION ~ASHl~G-

TON ALSO llCOCNlZEr 1HIS. FO~ ITS P!ttT, THE SOVIET UNJON VOU1D DO 
r.V~R!T~INC IT CCJLD TC rR£VtNT ALIENATION ~nvri~ 00~ ~~ ~Wit?~~as. 
A~D TO PROMOTE A :CN~TRUCT I VE I ~TERA CT ION :B-!TW·J:SJi ?l'tE~, lUS'EO OH 

·-- ~UTUAL RE~PECT. CH~P.N~~KO ASKF-D ~I TO INFORM YOU THAT THE SOYlff 
UNJOt-; ~'AS lN F.I\VOR er SMOOTH. BETTElt. YET. GOOD RtiAtlOH~ vrrn 'J'B~ 
D.S. JiF. A~(ED l'l:£1F.£P. THI~ V.AS POSSilt?.E, AHl>, A~SYz~HH~ FlS- ~'i)I. 
OU!~TJON, REPLIED THAT IT CERTA]NLT ~AS. 

3. Hl THEN T00~ NOTE ny Y0UR EIPR~SSIO~ or l~TEHT TO COOP!i­
. A'!E k1JTP. THE USf~, 1-.:-W ~F MAKI"'G THE lt'ORLD A BITT£P. A~D ttOR:E 
. PEAr.:£FUL PLACE fOR .1. J.L. THIS REOUfllFD, f.E SAID, TP.f RELATJO·N-f ~E 

HAS,:~ ON THE C0~C ):P'!' Or EQUAL I TY ldrn FQUA!, SECURITY. ON Hti'flHl 
TRUf.T, MUTUAL ~F~!"tC'I' FOR EACH OTHfR '5 IST:EREST~, AND T~A'!' NON-
1!"~0LO:'.:lCAL DIFFERE'IC!-:S SP.C:ULD ~OT :BE l~TRO!)UCI'D lN'1'0 SvVl.E'l'­
tK~RICAN RELATICNS. THIS LATTE~ POINT ~AS CRITICAL. OTE~R~I~E~ 
'i'Hf. HlLATl0NS 11.·outt, !IE SPAE-:-10:HC llND, We.AT WAS KO~1' HiPOP.'fltNT 1 

't."OlJI.~ r.r.AD TO M.1 STIHlST RJ..Tl'ER 'J'}!AN HUTfJAt- 1"RUS't.. CEJ!{~"t~to .--mn­
ON Tl• S,H THAT !T 'wr.:l.S PRIMA\f I LY UP TO OUlt T'f:0 COUNTRIE~ TO lNSURi: 
~TA~ll.ITY f\Nf• PREVf:xr TF.E TrR~AT or A NllCL~A! A.RMS JUC}!, AND' TO 
,•oor.\.?!' ~-1TE ~ti"4S l.ll-'l'T'lTT('lJ urn ~'i.11t1CTHW. 

~•-At-:,\- -.&.: __ .&.- n--•---:.t: __ ... : __ =- n-.-&. '"lr\Ar')/r"\A '"D . ~,,·n FAn "'c A"'l A I") 
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~:~L1r'\'F.i• ]'1' \'A~ ui· T(': l!S re. 'j'f{l: HiACTlC.t:t :-1:r:F~ 1~. 1f.J~ J~1~l:1"H~\. 
lf.-; U.!=. \'IS JN .I. PC-SJ~JO"J iC lf.~l~"!'fR'f.SI fTr.?S, fS ~/.IC, Vfif0Wr 
Jrt ,;~y i'I! UA~~lf-1'; IT$ PRE:!'TlG£ OP.. IT$ IN!£.!f.STS. HF. SJ.H~ '!'!ff 

... SOVJf:Tf t:AP NO CONVJNCISG P.f,a,SQf\' "?.'! TffS: U.S. COUL!t ~OT J'OlI .. Of 
:.: . .-=.:: .. TfF.J R ~:XAMrLF, AND u~rr~T.H ;: ·wT TO ::;r. Tf.2 FI~~T T-0 USF. fCJC'1,rA!f 

. Aft'1S. TP.E SOVI.ET L~:.a.DERSHJP '-'AS CONVI~Cl:~ Tff,\T TJJlS WOULD . P.}:LP 
lf.l.J.X Tl!¼' lHTF.l~,..'!'!<1N.1.1 SlTUAT!<HL ALL 'l'V.!'1' i:A~· BEQ\H~.SD \J.~. A 
POLITICAL ~ILL A~D A DESIRE TO REVr~~E A DA~C!~OUS cou~si OF 
iVENTS. . 

5 .. CH.}Jl~ENKO CONTINUED. 3Y SAT!OC<; 1"f.l.! -rit££ ~.ti£ Y,Ji"~ SSS.$-SiS, 
lttQUIRING fiOLUTIONS AND MANY TH.~T w£1£- t -!?l:.BliE 01 :a:tHIG S.OLVEn. 
TH)' U.S. GOV}~RNf'1E~T ~AS FAMILIAR 'WITH THESE ISSUES. TJ;I. FO\'JET 
POLICY OJ' PURSUING MUTUALLl ACCEPTABLE ACCORC·S -- AHD H£ TBE~ 
•:MPH,.SIZJ:D, MUTUALLY ACCEP1ABLE ACCORD.S -- REM#.rNR» UNCHANG.-~D .. 
AMO~G THE MOST IMPCHTANT AND PHEfSI~C P»DPLffl.S Bi VOULD ~i~~lOJ 
ARM~ LIMITATION AND RfDJCTJON, STOPP!~~ THE SPREAD OF THE ARMS 
RACf. TO NEY AJlEAS, AND RESOLVING RF.GIONAL ·CONFLfCTS., TAKING INTO 
ACCOUNT THE LEGITIMATE INTERt!STS OF THt PA~TIES .. TO B.E CANDID. 
THE BILATERAL !ELATIONS BETWEEN OUR TWO COUNTRIES WERE DEVOID OF 
MEANINGFUL CONTENT. BE SAID. THIS CONSTITUTED THE SOVIET ~PPROAtP. 
AND THE POSITION OF THE SOVIET U~ION. ~E TPt~ SAID hE EOPED THAT 
TOU AND lOUR ADMINISTRATION VOULD DRA~ THI lJLEVANT P!ACTICAL CON-
CLUSION. THIS WO~LD Pf.ftMIT A~ lMPROVEME«T IN SOVI£1-u.s .. RELATIONS 
AND IN tSTABLlSBING THE (IND OF REL!!lOMS VBlC~ VOULt FROMOT~ 
PEACE. CHER~ENtO TOLD ME THAT THE SOVIET LtADE~Sf.IP DlD HO! 
RELltVE IN TRE lNEYITABILlTY OF A CO«f~C~?!TIOK. ~Et· SOiI£f.AtP. 
U.S. PEOPLES BAD NOT INHERITED HOSTltIT?-fOV~RD EACH OTHER. ~g 

~-·-sA1n, ADVl~G THAT HI DID NOT ~~HT sue, HOSTILJTJ!S 70 OCCUB ]~ 7EB 
. \'U'l'\l 1': '&.. . 

6. l THANKED CB~RNF-N~O FOR ~IS R!MA~IS AND NO!~D THAT 
·--· · r.!JERNF.N'(O RAt ffA.D A VERY BUST DAT .A!fD TliAT HE lll.'D SEVEil.L TR-tlJHJt'fIC 
-- -- JlAYS ~ERIND HIM. I TOLD HI~ '!'HA'f" S:CNATO!t BA{fr( AHD I rAD COME "ffl 

OJ'}'EJI OUR SINCERf. COND')LUJCE~. HE Tf'A~IIP ME FOR rn1s SfNf'IH£Nr .. 

7. AFTER HANDING OYi~ YOUR LETTFR. VhICE I T~llf BIM !EFLECTED 
!OUR ~INCERE FEELINGS. I TOJ,D Rlt1 THAT' I VAS ~BSO£CTT'£tf CO«VIN'CKD 

-TBAT. I~ F!C.T~ · WE DID NCT 't:A~T TO B.:& n~u.vu lH10- A,Jl Sl») o:s: ~ 
¥LICT ~ITB THE SOVIET UNION~ AS YOU HlU ~lI» lN YOU! JA~UARt 16, 
1984 SP EJ:cn • THE u. S. \o! AS PREPARED TO BUILD A !lfLATIOKSliIP lJASED 
ON CON.STRUCTJVE COOPERATION. JUST AS CBERNlH!O IIA!' SAITi. Y:t., TOO., 
BJ:trr,tD THAT GOOD RELATIONS .~r.Rr POSSJPLE • .,~, ro. JtECONIZED 
TffAT TBERt W~RE DIFFERENCES PETWFEN US, lMD LI~E t&E USSR. TH! 
IJ.S. WOULD DEFEND ITS O~N INTERFSTS AND THOSE or ITS ALLIES. RCW­
•:v R~, TIU: U. ~. DID NOT '«ISP TO CHA LLF.NG r. 't'~F- S'.!i'.CURl TY or TRE. 5011 n 
UNLON 0~ lTS PEOPLE. WE, TOO, AGRE!C ~«t~ Tfi fI~t H~O CGM£ TO 
MOY~ FROM ~ORDS TO DEEDS. 

e. l WENT ON TO SAY THAT IN THE U.S. ill~, T~E MFETl~G 
---~!TW~EN SfCRETAiY SHULTZ AND MINISTE~ GRO~Y{O HAD ID~NT!fl£D AREAS 

IN WEICH fROCRtSS WAS ~OSSIBLE IN TPE COMING MC~THS AND W! ~AHT£C 
TO MA~E A PEG INNING TO~AftDS A BiTTF,~ A~D MORE PRODUCTlit REl!T?ON­
SHIP • . IF REAL P':IOGP.E~S 0~ TP.:-:: ISSU~S \'ERE M!DI -- 11' TEEllE WI.SI.. 
P~OSP~CT FOR SERIOUS PROGRF.SS -- THEN YOU REMAINED INTgRSSTZD IM 
ST . 
#f2t 
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rt" '!'tir. \'lCt l'RE~ln~NT 20? FINAL ~-~rTIO~~ OF 2 

"HH:~1'CR. r:ENTlAL lN'tELl IGi-:NCE AG£NCY Clt~·El E1ES 0tn.1 

MOSCO~ FOR AMBASSADOR ~AqTMAN EYES ONLl 

A ~~gTJ~G IT THE HIGHEST LEVEL. 

P. l TOLD ElM Tr.AT WE ESPECIALLY V.lHT.ED TO AVOID tON:FI.lt!'S 
OV~R REl}IONAL lSSU!":S. THE MIDDLE EAST ~AS THE Ml~DL:& EAST. AND 
1'1!US VAS AL•AYS Dif'FlCULT. ~ITJi Rr.SP~CT TO LEJ3A»0H. l>v PAR'7:ltll1.A1l. 
-~Ewe~~ NOT SEt;l(INC A CONi'IlCT ~ITH THF SOVIET UHIOH, I SAlD., JtOlt 
W~~E ~E .SEiKINC ~ PEdMANENT U.S. PR~S~~Ct THt~E. 

1e. l THEl>J EMPHASIZSD THAT THE U.S .. "ltAHTin -ro t,OYI fORVlR.1). 
ON ARMS CONT~OL. WB BELIEVED T~AT START ~AS ONE AREA IN WHICH 
::o~s TF. uc,· l VE STEPS 'ilER f' PO 5S I ELE TO't.'A1f0 ACRI tll NQ OUR ~U'l'UAI. GOAl, 
or 1~DUC1NC STR>.1~GIC OFfl~SIVE !RMS~ Wl ~£Rt RU.DY9 I TOL» artt~ 
l-'C'tl ~rR IOUS ~ !:GOTI A Tl ONS. F~A '4 < t1, WE ~mn.t· !'~ l~F.f~s,·Xl) ~» 
HRA~IN~ 1'11~ SOVIET ~IDE'5 IDEAS ON HOV TO "REDUCE TB~ Dl"FFll'.EMCES 
illi:T\'f£N .TH~· T'iC s1nr.s ON STA~T. WE "BELIEVED 1'1' U5~FU:L 'I'O FOC~S 0~ 
TH:-:' AR l!A OF 1'R ADE-OFFS 3CTWEEN SOV I E'f ADYI.NTI.GES AND U.S .. l.DYA~-
TAC ~S. OUR OVERALL 0:BJ~CTJVE YAS TO FINt A FRAM~OBK FOR I. CFNElUL 
1O:DUCTI0N DF STRA1'F.GIC ARM~ \'lHCP., :9OTB SlDES ~G~I.FD, HAD SQ fA.R 
Rl,UO~D US. . 

tl.. NOTIN3 HI~ ST>.TE~ENT CONCE1lNING · t!-ITERFE..llENCI IN 'l'HI 
uO~~gTlC A~FAIRS or THE OTP.ER C0JNTRY. J SAID VE !HEW P.OW SE~JOU~tr 
Tfff. SOVJL~ UNIO~ VIE~E~ ~HIS MATTE~- EO~Evn. IT VOUr,.D BE ~Sf' 

. USJ:FUL. H ~'E \ 1 ERE Ar.ts TO FIND •!JS FOR !~!ING PP.ACTlCAl. STEPS -
urn I P1PH!.SIZID THAT TF.E! ~F!JULD BIVOLJE cnn£T DlPl.OMAC? - l» 

'TH!: AR~A or HUMAN RICPTS. A NUt':Bi.R (,Ji-T}n:s:r. CASES lJAI> ')EC~:£ 
l~PORTANT U.S. D0MES'I"IC C0NC~RNS. I T0LC HIM rPAT THEY HAD HiAJID 
VA!J0~S NH•,£.~ I"RO._, lJS 1 \J THS PAST• BUT I ~•A~1·fD TO TAtt THIS 
OFPO~TUNITY TO M~NTION SRCHARANSKIY, ORLOV AND SAtF.AROV. 

12. •JTH THE ~IF.TING D~AWING TO A CLOSE, I REMAWlED THAT 
TP.~R! ~A~ FAR MOR~ TO DISCUSS, BUT TP.AT J ~ANTED TO END ON TR£ 
~OTE ON ~BICF. l HAD BECU~, NA~ELY TR!Y T.F.E U.S.~~~ i?!~? TD~ 
~rrrE?. ,n:i>.TJO~S 'wl'rH ·nn ~OVIET tHHO~. 11!:F ~t:RI. A~J..R£ or TlU! 
D1Ft'ICY.TL1'l·~s. OF COUP.SE. bU'J' '.w!' P.t-D SOT COM6 TO MOSCOW TO A.S~lCN 
rtt,Af"'t CR 10 fSCALATf. TF.E . RJif.TOtllC. TFIS ~FCULD Br. A NE\' }(l'GI~~lNC .. 
~~ ~ERE PHE~ARED TO ~~ET TPEM ~ALF WAY. 

13. H~ 'rrAN~r:D f"'£ FO'R MY P.Er-'!:l'(S, EX 0 ~ES~lN~ HIS GRATITUDE 
TOH!. FOR T~r~I~G 'I'flr Tl"E ff' CO~iF. 1'0 "'!)~to~ A1 SUtr. A Dli~lC"Ul:l" 
M('~~Nt. f"f: As { ED 'f PA 'r TH I$ SENT IMlN'!' ALSO ~I EXPR ESS£D . TO ·rou. 
lU SAit1 1'1-AT MY VJSJ"I' WAS A HUMAt./ {1ND OF .G[STURt~ A GOOD G:&STUJtS 
~Hl~H ~1NT IN THE RIGHT DI~ECTION. T~! ~OVIET SIDE HOPED YOR 
rU":tTl,r.R STi:fS TOWARD~ IMPROVING "REL>.TJONS 'B£T'iF.EN US. EV:SN THZS 
PJH~l' rnscuss10~. P.}: SAID, HAD SHOWtl TEAT ~:r F.!D" Tn!NGS TO T'Att 
A:!:)tJ'f, AND TPA'!' Tn~RE ~-•E~E I~fUf.5 WHfCH COULD -SF. R!'SOLVtD ON A 
,.."l'!'tt&.!.1 y ~rcr~r-r11-r.1.;;- BA~TS. nl-'! s"ll' 'rJ.iA,. ";'t:qr.r.r.P 110 va.nvr n~ nn~ 

·v 
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l • -~ • r1 , •• .. • .. , • , r,. • • .. . .. ., . .,Jr. L.i • :, "' • I \. · •• _ ... \.i • •• • , , .., Sn 
\~' ... ,. i U c 'I HJ S • - I "'G ,,..,, . C ~ "~- H];' .f:': 1 l T' ·>-r '"'~OUlD uut)~ui-- • ~, 

• t 11 . ,.. • • r l j\ JI. .. , :'\.JL 1 ·~· ,.,r: .,; t W'.EI- -.1n r "°" ., r,..--., i, 

:\·).?1.~.t.')· 1~0LJ~'~ r°r'1 \'!tii::~ THAT ruTiJP.£ C£ 1:1~~A1~1{)XS ~}.Y.,.!J1PE?. us kS : 
t)l'l) l f:Ai,-;}?5, ·,:]SE 1''C) -:1~r• 1·~ 1)1\'ll•JAL~ ;J[('Sf C0AL 'i:~.s THE i'::tt }· 
r,~u ,·r AtL. ii fl1l~~rD !? lGitN ~lPR~&SI~G CRAT11UDE TO 10, · l. 
\iJ Tl\,HH I NC Mi.; A ND ~ SNA 1'0~ BP. v Elf FOR AT'rfWDl NG TlrT. fVNEilAL.. t 

11. AS I DEPARtio. CHEqNr.N{O RE~A&1!D 1FA1 ~E HAD ~o~ RkD 
N OPJ•OR1'UNITY TO Ri:A-D YOU I.,ETTEP, :&UT PP.OMISED TO STUDY IT AND 
lOVIDK A R!fPONSE IF ONE kAS APPROPRIAT~. 

1~. tS I PEPORTiD IN MY EARLIER MESSAGE, I WAS BASICALLY 
:NcOURA~ED BY THE MEETING. 

'· 16. l THOUGHT YOU ~OUtD BE I NTERF.STED IN AMBASSADOR PARTl'ta\~"S 
>tt!H!RVATlO~S. HIS 1t1XPERigNCE GIV~-~ HIM Ar-" :tXCELl.EH-T PERS.P?,C.'Cl'fr., 
\MRAfSADOR'S COMMENTS: 

CHF.RNEN!tO ~n;c;;IVED VICE P~ESIDE~T . 'WJTH CROM!{O, DOBRTffHl, 
H.~:11.NJ 1ROV AND ANOTRf.R ASSIS'l'A~T 'ilTH SU'{RODREY AS INTERPRETER .. 
pr UlAD ~l~ OPENING STAT~M~NT lN A fTROhG VOICE BUT ~ITH HIS 
11::1_JAL ~LO~RlNG (H' 1t'ORDS. !!E APP}:A?.EI; F'lT A-VD lN GOOD HUMOR. RlS 
r!u:ss \i'AS IXMACll'LAT.E, SUlT ~«'gI,L-TAlLO!<lEii·. ~P.-H?'!' '-i-!J..-tU.DE.. BOTH 
HF. AttD GRO~HO ~ERE I.T PAINS TO Bt PLEASANT A~D 'iI,LtOtttNG. 
Cht!Nt~ICO ,HlD St,ICH1' SH0RTNESS OJ' BREATH J.S P.t ~EGAtl 'l'O READ.. tu: 
r ID NOT 11e·E~R G LA s St~ ~Hr C n i'EnJ: ON TA~t.i l" i'.RO~T Of RIH. GROHYIO 
f'AUf ONLY C,Nf. ATT~P'J' TO 'A.DD OR COR~FCT 'E'Y !:!lit& ~Olt£ EXPLICIT llf 
·SATING . THAT, lF TB£~E 'f.l~RE POINTS IN· PR.ESID.EJ:f"S LETfER TEA'f 
)H'.'JU lR~D R iSI'ON~ E, TF ERE 'tlOULD 'Bf. Al'4SVER Art'!lt 'fll3Y F.A'D . A Cll~'l 
ro STVPT tF.TTFR p ALtXtt~OROV, tARL.llR NKA! Jt'.£ttl11HG LIHE AND 
UI~ l ~ t'•ES'r l »C • ,-i,tD'E SP EC t J t F.FFOR'! {U .. L!lE OTP.ER RECHT' COM'f!lt'!S} 
TO C(l~VEl A F!tIENDLY MEfSAGt AND !:l.PP.~SS HIS Oi=t~ AP?RECIA'?fON TOlt 
V 1 C ~ f R ~ s·1 DE ~T 'S V 1 ~ IT .. 

IN SUM, AMBASSADO~ nAD AN IMP~SSSlON OF BREZHNEV RE-
VISITED. \1NLll£ ANlnlOt>OV \\'HO «AS COLDl.'f, :BtJJ-)O'!ll~~-SLl Itl'TtLI.~t'tUA.L-s 
Cl~f.tHt't''H.◊ APPI.\P.S TO BE tRt O'LD ~'rtr RD~!l.i1t f'El~A.)i'I-'!ll'!. '!UT vrn 
AH OY1~-LAl or .nAVI~G KUN A P0ll7au30 SiCR!t!~l~~ FOR K!Hl l£t~S~ 
~HF.it, lS ALSC' NO UOUBT 't'HAT Tfi~ ~?;MO.?.ft:S OF .. ~~b~OPOl v:m~ 1'1..DtG 
rAST AS TUlS NE'i LEADER ENJOYED EV!RJ HO~?NT 07 TP.!- l~ONIC Sl'ttU.­
TION H£ IOUND HIMSELF IN -- A LOSER ~HO ~£CA~? A ~lN~'EB. MA~T 
VF.Rt ~T3UC1, HOWEVER, BY TRE SIC9T Oi AN UNKHOijN IHDIVIDOAt 
UOLl\lkC Cf.t:RNENlO'S Aii.M FIRMLY; CHERNENIO VAS 'tn'E O~1,Y POLl'!BURO 
~J~!!'R ¥HO APPE.\JlED TO B£ AIDED DO~M TE! ~'r~PS {'T'i!CE) FRON THI 
TOP l'!i' T~ E LEH TH" ttAU'SOtI::H'l. \IOULD TF..£~.! 'RE 1..N'lTR'ER RENDEZlOUS IK 
·J• I F1T.I;1'" HCNTBS? D:£CL ').\DR.. 
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