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PURPOSE: To discuss strategy for U.S.-Soviet relations in 
1984. 

BACKGROUND: N/A 
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PARTICIPATION: N/A 

DATE AND TIME: February 29, March 1, or 2 for 90 minutes 
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PARTICIPANTS: The President, Vice President, Secretary· 
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REMARKS REQUIRED: None 

MEDIA COVERAGE: None 

RECOM..MENDED BY: Robert 

OPPOSED BY: None 

PROJECT OFFICER: Robert 

CONFIDENTIAL 
Declassify on: OADR 
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MEMORANDUM FOR MR. CHARLES HILL 
Executive Secretary 
Department of State 

BY tvth t~ARADATEvf cY/g 

SUBJECT: Visas for Soviet Officials (U) 

The visa applications of two Novosti officials, whose purpose is 
to appear on American TV, raises once again the question of 
reciprocity and equal access. Because we are interested that the 
process of dialogue between our two countries be a two-way street 
and that we should be able to conduct dialogue with the people of 
the Soviet Union just as Soviets are able to reach our people 
through the mass media, we should grant visas to the Novosti 
officials on the condition that the Soviets agree to permit 
advocates of Administration policy to appear for equal lengths of 
time on Soviet television. (C) 

Robert M. Kimmitt 
Executive Secretary 
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BY_Lzgq NARA DATEJ,,(/<t/iJ 

February 24, 1984 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. ROBERT C. MCFARLANE 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

SUBJECT: Visit of Soviet Press Agency Officials 

Cable News Network (CNN) has invited Gennadiy Gerasimov, a 
journalist for the Soviet press agency Novosti, and Sergei 
Ivan'ko, First Deputy Chairman of the Novosti Board, to come to 
the US March 12 to appear on CNN programs to be taped M~rch 
14. The two Soviets also want to talk to officials of two 
publishing houses with which Novosti has translation agreements 
or other business: Praeger and International Universities Press 
Publishers. 

While this visit raises questions of allowing Soviet 
propagandists to appear live on American TV without reciprocity 
for American spokesmen in Soviet media, we have concluded that 
it is less costly to allow the visit to proceed. We cannot 
prevent appearance by the Soviets on the programs by direct 
feed from Moscow. Refusing them entry would arouse a wave of 
criticism from US media on press freedoms grounds and inspire 
Soviet retaliation, possibly against programs of special 
interest to us. Refusal would have to be based on a finding on 
foreign policy grounds that their presence here would endanger 
national security. This would come at a particularly sensitive 
time in view of the recent filing of four lawsuits, three 
against the Secretary of State and one against the President, 
challenging the legality and constitutionality of several visa 
refusals on the same grounds in 1983. 

f ] 
;_i~i. : .. ,·. 

Charles Jiill 
Executive Secretary ~ 
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MEMORANDUM FOR MR. CHARLES HILL 
Executive Secretary 
Department of State 

SUBJECT: Visit of Soviet Press Agency Officials (U) 
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The recommended course of action regarding the prosG--Sed visit of 
Gennady Gerasimov and Sergei Ivanko is approved. (e) 

/ 

~~-l~ 
Robert M. Kimmitt 
Excutive Secretary 
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CONFIDtNTIAL 

_..,.,,,,-"' 

8405568 !51? 
United States Department of State 4:J \ 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. ROBERT C. MCFARLANE 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

SUBJECT: Visit of Soviet Press Agency Officials 

Cable News Network (CNN) has invited Gennadiy Gerasimov, a 
journalist for the Soviet press agency Novosti, and Sergei 
Ivan'ko, First Deputy Chairman of the Novosti Board, to come to 
the US March 12 to appear on CNN programs to be taped March 
14. The two Soviets also want to talk to officials of two 
publishing houses with which Novosti has translation agreements 
or other business: Praeger and International Universities Press 
Publishers. 

While this visit raises questions of allowing Soviet 
propagandists to appear live on American TV without reciprocity 
for American spokesmen in Soviet media, we have concluded that 
it is less costly to allow the visit to proceed. We cannot 
prevent appearance by the Soviets on the programs by direct 
feed from Moscow. Refusing them entry would arouse a wave of 
criticism from US media on press freedoms grounds and inspire 
Soviet retaliation, possibly against programs of special 
interest to us. Refusal would have to be based on a finding on 
foreign policy grounds that their presence here would endanger 
national security. This would come at a particularly sensitive 
time in view of the recent filing of four lawsuits, three 
against the Secretary of State and one against the President, 
challenging the legality and constitutionality of several visa 
refusals on the same grounds in 1983. 

C'o 
Char~ ill 

Executive Secretary 
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MEMORANDUM FOR MR. CHARLES HILL 

Executive Secretary 
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COL.J I CI L 
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BY U,o ~J~.RA DAT~/ .rA, 

SUBJECT: Vi s as f or Soviet Officials (U ) 

1578 

The visa applicat i ons of two Novosti officials, whose purpose is 
to appear on Ame r ican TV, raises once again the question of 
reciprocity and e qua l access. Because we are interested that the 
process of dialogue be t ween our two countries be a two-way street 
and that we shou l d be able to conduct dialogue with the people of 
the Soviet Union jus t a s Soviets are able to reach our people 
through the mass me dia , we should grant visas to the Novosti 
officials on the condition that the Soviets agree to permit 
advocates of Administ ra tion policy to appear for equal lengths of 
time on Soviet televi sion. (C) 

Robert M. Kimmitt 
Executive Secretary 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

February 24, 198 4 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. ROBERT C. MCFARLANE 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

SUBJECT: Visit of Soviet Press Agency Officials 

Cable News Network (CNN) has invited Gennadiy Gerasimov, a 
journalist for the Soviet press agency Novosti, and Sergei 
Ivan'ko, First Deputy Chairman of the Novosti Board, to come to 
the US March 12 to appear on CNN programs to be taped March 
14. The two Soviets also want to talk to officials of two 
publishing houses with which Novosti has translation agreements 
or other business: Praeger and International Universities Press 
Publishers. 

While this visit raises questions of allowing Soviet 
propagandists to appear live on American TV without reciprocity 
for American spokesmen in Soviet media, we have concluded that 
it is less costly to allow the visit to proceed. We cannot_ 
prevent appearance by the Soviets on the programs by direct 
feed from Moscow. Refusing them entry would arouse a wave of 
criticism from US media on press freedoms grounds and inspire 
Soviet retaliation, possibly against programs of special 
interest to us. Refusal would have to be based on a finding on 
foreign policy grounds that their presence here would endanger 
national security. This would come at a particularly sensitive 
time in view of the recent filing of four lawsuits, three 
against the Secretary of State and one against the President, 
challenging the legality and constitutionality of several visa 
refusals on the same grounds in 1983. 

·, . 
:,· ::'! 

..' ., 
: · ......... . ~ a-

-~ "t./ . ,_.,-. 

Charles Jiill 
Executive Secretary ~ 
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, -- A~bassador Abramowitz J·oined us on MBFR and I said we ~q 
· h a "' ' 'J w1s e to respond to Anaropov's answer to you in March. We 

agree ~hat we shoula.seek reductions through a process leading 
to par~ty as the u~timate outcome. This will mean asymmetrical (1 2,1.(V 
reductions~ We think the principal task is verifying reductions 
to equal levels, putting in place a verification system that 

will result in the capacity to ensure correct data. In other 
~ords, I said, -we are prepar~d to defer the problem of prior 
agreement on data if we can agree on adequate verification 
procedures. If the Soviets agree to this approach, our Vienna 
negotiators can explore it privately. 

Dobrynin said he would report back, but urged the small 
symbolic step of small U.S.-Soviet reductions first. 

· -- Ambassador Rowny joined us on START. Here I said we had 
made new decisions and would be putting our new proposal on the 
table, but the basic point is your desire for real give-and-take 
in Geneva. We now need a sharper focus and a more dynamic 
process, and we would like the Soviets to be more explicit and 
precise than they have been. On confiaence-building measures, Q 

w 
Li: 
i> 

I noted that both sides had proposals on the table, and urged 
agreement to set up a working group ·in START to discuss them. 

fl) 

Dobrynin said that he did not have detailed instructions, :S 
but could make several general points. If the U.S. approach O 
continued to single out Soviet land-based missiles, or sought ~ 
direct throw-weight limits or highly restrictive sublimits _like 
the 110 ceiling on heavy missiles, there would not be much 
progress. The Sovi~ts are prepared to look at warhead limita­
tions, but not to make substantial cuts in the major leg of 
their strategic forces. I replied that if the talks are to get 
anywhere there must be cuts in heavy missiles. The largest 
cuts would come through warhead limitations, but it is important 
for the Soviets to understand that reductions in destructive 
potential, where there is a huge disparity in their favor, are 
important. · 

While 
following 
Isakov: 

-- - - -· 
Dobrynin and I were talking, Rick Burt took up the 
issues with Embassy Minister-Counselors Sokolov and 

-- He gave them a short statement that the first launch of 
the Peacekeeper, a new type of •1ight• intercontinental 
ballistic missile (under SALT II criteria) . took place June 17, 
and pointed out that this notification parallels their 
notification of a new-type test .last October. 

~- He urged the Soviets to take another look at Cap 
Weinberger's communications confidence-building measures; 
proposed that State and Defense experts join Art Bartman in 
Moscow for further discussion of these measures plus the idea 
of a multilateral convention against nuclear terrorism; and 
said we would be getting back soon with a proposal on timing. 

-- In responding to the Soviet proposal for meetings of 
scientists on ballistic missile defense, Burt said we believe 
such discussion must be on a government-to-government basis, 
given its po1icy and strategy implications, and proposed that it 
take place b~t~~en official representatives in the established 
fora of START ana . SC.C, augmented by experts as nprpc::c::~rv 
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2. MOST Of THE ALLIES WEftE 8ftIEfEt IN WASHINGTON ON 
VIC( PR(SI~tNT'S f[B~UARY l~ MEETING WITH SOVIET 
,rNERAL SECRETARY CHE~NEH~O. HOWEVER, If MISSION FEELS 
IT WOUL, BE usErUL, IT MAY bRAW ON THE fOLLO~ING POINTS 
TO BRIE~ PERMR(PS. 

3- TH( VICE P~(Sl~[NT WAS ACCOMPAHltt BY SENATOR 
MO~ARt BA~(R AND AMBASSADOR ARTHUR A. HARTMAN, THE 
SOVIET SIP[ CONSISTEP or CH[RNEN(O, ,o"EIGN MINISTE~ 
GROMY~O~ AMBASSADOR DOBRYNIN, ANb , AN»REY AlE(SlN~ROV­
AGENTOV. ArTEft INITIAL PLEASANTRIES, CH(RNE~KO 
AFFIRM(~ THE CONTINUITY Of SOVIET FOREIGN POLICY AND 
THEN LIST(P GENERAL SOVIET fOREIGN POLICY GOALS: 
CONSOLI~ATI~G PEACE, REDUCING TH[ THREAT Of ijAR, AND 
PURSUING P(A(EfUL coEi!STEN([. HE STAT[~ THAT THE us 
~HOULD UNDERSTAND CLEARLY THAT THE USSR DOES NOT SEE( 



, s~ 
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MILITARY SUPERIORITY. 

4. CHtRNENKO CALLED THE tTATE o, I u~-SOYIET RELATIONS A 
CAUSE ro~ CONCE~H AN~ BELIEVE, THE US RECOGNIZE~ THIS 
~LSO. HE PLEDGED "CONSTRUCTIVE INTERACTION" AS A MEANS 
Of ATTAINING GOOP RELATIONS AN» TOOK NOTE OF PR[SI~[NT 
REAGAN'S EXPRESSED INTEREST IN COOPERATING WITH THE 
USSR. ~E STATEn THAT US-SOVIET RELATIONS MUST BE BASEP 
ON [QUALITY AND EQUAL SECURITY, MUTUAL TRUST ANn 
RESPECT FOR THE OTH£~ SibE'S INTE~ESTS, AN» 
NONlNTERFERENCE IN INTERNAL AffAIRS. 

5- CH[~NEN(O CLAI"ED THAT IMP~OVE"ENT 0~ RELATIONS AT 
THIS POINT P(P[Nns ON TH( US, WHICH SHOUL~ TA(E 
P~ACTICAL STEPS TO REVERS( THE ~ETEffIORATION IN 
RELATIONS. HE COMMENT£~ THAT MANY o, THE CURRENT 
ISSUES IN US-SOVIET ~ELATIONS WE~E CAPABLE Of BEING 
SOLVED, AND LIST(p ARMS LIMITATION AND ~E~UCTION, 
PREVENTING THE (XT(NSION Of TH[ ARMS ~ACE INTO NEW 
AREAS, AN~ REGIONAL CONFLICTS AS THE PRI"£ AREAS 
REQUI~ING ATTENTION. CHERN(N(O STAT£~ THAT THE SOVIET 
l(AD(~SHIP ~I~ NOT BELIEVE IN TH( INEVITABIJ,JTY OF A 
(ONfLICT. 

b- ~ICE P~ESI»ENT BUSH THAN~£D THC GENERAL SECftETA~Y 
roR HIS REMAR(S AN~ HANDE» HIM A LETTE~ rROM P~ESI)(NT 
~EAGAH. THE LETTER CONTAINEb THE P~ESI)ENTrs PERSONAL 
(OMMITMENT TO PRODUCTIVE )IALo,ut AN) TO SOLVING THE 
PROBLEMS IN THE ftELATIONSHIP. RESPON)ING TO 
(HE~NEN(O'S REMAR(S, THE VICE PRESI~ENT NOTED THAT THE 
UNIT[i STATES DOES NOT WISH TO BE »~AWN INTO ANY 
(ON'LI(T. H( EXPff[SSE~ THE us ~(SIRE ro~ CONSTRUCTIVE 
COOPERATION AN~ CITt~ THE PRESI»ENT'S JANUARY lb SPEECH 
ON US-SOVIET ft[LATIONS. 

7- VIC( PRESIDENT BUSH BRIEFLY ~ISCUSSEt ~EGIONAL AN, 
ARNS CONTROL ISSUES, lNCLU,ING THE MI~»LE EAST AN» 
STlRT, EXP~ESSING A WISH fOR PROGRESS IN THESE AREAS. 
HE ALSO EXPRESSED US CONCE~NS ON HU"AN RIGHTS, CITING 
IN PA~TICULAR THE CASES Of SHCHARANS(IY~ ORLOV, AN» 
su:1-u.Rov. 

&. SUMMING UP~ THE VIC( P~ESI»ENT AGAIN EXP~ESSED THE 
STRONG US bESIRE fOR IMPROVE~ RELATIONS. CHERNENKO 
COMM[NTE~ THAT HC LOOKED fO~WAR~ TO fUTU~E STEPS WHICH 
~OULD IMPROVE RELATIONS, AN~ EXPRCSSEn INTEREST IN 
FU~TH(R DIALOGUE BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES AS A MEANS 
Of RESOLVING ISSUES ON A MUTUALLY ACCEPTABLE BASIS. 
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~- THE ATMOSPH[ft[ or TH~ nttTI~G WA~ GOO~\ CHERNEN~O 
TOO~ A NON-POLEMICAL STANCE, AN~ : lV~I»E) ~lft[CT 
CRITICISMS Of THE US. WHILE CHE~NEN(O'S INITIAL 
JEMAR[S WERE fROM A PREPA~E~ TEXT, HE RESPON~En WITHOUT 
NOlES AND SEEMED IN COMMAN~ Of ISSUES• ~y 

-


