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MEMORANDUM FOR: 

SUBJECT: 

51-'l,-
S/S 8325174 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

August ]7, ]983 

Mr. Robert .M. K;i.:mmi tt 
National Security Council 

Alerting NSC on Presidential 
Correspondence 

Enclosed is a copy of a letter to President Reagan 
from Mr. Bettino Craxi of the Council of Ministers of Italy 
which is transmitted for your information. 

This document was received in the Executive Secretariat 
Information Management Section on August ]7, 1983. 

Direct~ 
Information Management Section 

Executive Secretariat 
ext. 23836 
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~~/~~~ 
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August 17, 1983 

I have the honour to convey to you the enclosed message from the Honorable 

Bettino Craxi, President of the Council of Ministers of Italy, along with an unof 

ficial translation of the text. 

I avail rryself of this occasion, Mr. President, to extend to you the assu­

rances of rry highest consideration. 

The President 
The White House 

Washington, D.C. 

Ranieri Tallarigo, 
Charge d'Affaires 
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Unofficial translation of the message addressed to the President of the United 

States by the Prime Minister of Italy, dated August 17, 1983. 

"Dear Mr. President, 

I very rruch appreciated the message of congratulations that you addressed 

to me on the occasion of my appointment as President of the Council of Ministers. 

I share your conviction that we are going through a phase in international rela­

tions which appears very delicate and complex and in which the West has an extra­

ordinarily important role to play. The friendly relations as a whole which unite 

Italy to the democratic countries of the West, and first of all to the United 

States, will continue to be the hinge of our foreign policy, aimed at ensuring 

peace and progress in the world, with full respect to the principles of liberty 

and justice. Our longstanding bonds of friendship will stirrulate us to further 

strengthen the bilateral cooperation in all fields. 

In this spirit, I return to you my most sincere wishes for your high office and 

1 convey to you my most cordial greetings. Bettino Craxi". 



Text of the message addressed to the President of the United States by the Prime 

Minister of Italy, dated August 17 , 1983. 

"Caro Signor Presidente, 

ho molto gradito il messaggio di congratulazioni inviatomi in occasione della mia 

nomina a Presidente del Consiglio <lei Ministri . Condivido con Lei la convinzione 

che stiamo attraversando una fase <lei rapporti internazionali assai delicata e 

corrplessa , nella quale 1 'Occidente ha un ruolo da svolgere straordinariamente im­

portante. 11 sisterm delle relazioni amichevoli che legano 1 ' Italia ai paesi de­

mocratici dell 'Occidente, ed in primo luogo gli Stati Uni ti, continuera' ad es­

sere il cardine della nostra azione di politica estera diretta all 'affenmzione 

della pace e del progresso nel mondo nel rispetto dei principi di liberta' e di 

giustizia. I nostri antichi vincoli di amicizia ci stimoleranno a rafforzare ulte 

riormente la collaborazione bilaterale in tutti i settori. 

In questo spirito Le ricanbio i piu' vivi voti augurali per la Sua attivita' di 

governo e Le invio il mio piu' cordiale salute. Bettino Craxi" . 
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October 7, 1983 

Dear Prime Minister Craxi: 

The United States and Italy have been waging a 
difficult and frustrating battle for many years 
against a conunon scourge -- organized. crime, and 
more specifically, narcotics trafficking. 

The cooperation between our two countries has been 
excellent, but as we are both painfully aware, we 
have not succeeded in eliminating this ugly menace 
from our cwo societies. 

Mr. Prime Minister, I believe the time has come 
for your country and mine to step up sharply our 
joint efforts. I would be most grateful to learn 
your reaction, your ideas and any proposals you 
might have. 

Attorney General William French Smith will be in 
Rome to meet with you and your Ministers on 
October 12-13, and.to sign the new extradition 
treaty between Italy and the United States. This 
wi l l complete the modernized legal framework for 
cooperation in criminal matters between our two 
countries. 

I believe the Attorney Gen e r al 's v isit will be an 
ideal opportunity to discuss with you the next 
steps we could take to meet our shared co~~itment, 
and together, to turn the tide against narcotics 
trafficking. 

Thank you in advance for your kind cooperation. 

Since rely , 

Ver~~ 
His Excellency Bettino Craxi 
President of the Council of Ministers 

of the Italian Republic 
Rome 

✓ ~g~~ ~ ~u&'1 

- /,Jili\ 
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MEMORANDUM 
eeNFIDEN':PI:Mr NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

7138 

ACTION October 5, 1983 

MEMORANDUM FOR WILLIAM P. CLARK 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

TYRUS W. COBB -Z-~. 

Proposal for Joint Italian-American Initiative 
on Narcotics Trafficking 

Attorney General Smith has raised with you the possibility of dis­
cussing the establishment of a "U.S.-Italian Working Group on 
International Drug Trafficking" with Prime Minister Craxi during the 
AG's visit to Rome next week. Smith would like to hand-carry a letter 
to Craxi from President Reagan, endorsing the initiation of dis­
cussions on fighting organized crime - specifically, narcotics 
trafficking. Cornbatting organized crime is one of the main points of 
Craxi's governmental programs. Embassy Rome has strongly endorsed 
this proposal and State and Justice concur . However, we are concerned 
about: 

The extent to which the new Italian government is 
interested in the concept and, given its heavy domestic 
and foreign policy agenda, the degree to which it could 
meaningfully commit itself to cooperation in this area. 

Raising the working-group concept specifically as part 
of the Reagan-Craxi meetings on October 20. There may 
not be sufficient time to properly prepare the ground­
work for raising this proposal at the Chief Executives 
level. 

Therefore, we have proposed a brief, general letter from the 
President to Craxi that endorses the initiation of discussions, 
but avoids strong commitments at this time. AG Smith should 
hand-carry the letter to Craxi, and State will provide detailed 
instructions to Embassy Rome in support of the concept. Raising 
the issue in the context of a Reagan-Craxi meeting will depend on 
the outcome of AG Smith's discussions in Rome. 

Phil Hughes of the Office of the Vice-President concurs in this 
initiative. The letter has been cleared with speechwriters. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign tt.__:,.:S,t.a:'ched memorandum (Tab I) to the President. 

Approve Disapprove 

Attachment 
Tab I - Memo to the President 

Tab A - Presidential Letter to Craxi 
..eBNFIDB~tTihL 
Declassify on: OADR 
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ACTION 

fflf ,DENTIAt: 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM : WILLIAM P. CLARK 

/p{flfl:t7 
7138 

October 5, 1983 

SUBJECT: Joint Italian-American Initiative on 
Narcotics Trafficking 

Issue 

Proposal for discussions on a joint Italian- American commitment to 
fighting organized crime, specifically, narcotics trafficking. 

Background 

Attorney General Smith has raised with you the possibility of dis­
cussing the establishment of a U.S.-Italian Working Group on 
International Drug Trafficking with Prime Minister Craxi during the 
AG's visit to Rome next week. Combatting organized crime is one of 
the main points of Craxi's governmental programs. Embassy Rome has 
strongly endorsed this proposal and State and Justice concur. 

Discussion 

We have proposed a brief , general letter from you to Craxi that 
endorses the initiation of discussions, but avoids strong commitments 
at this time. The Attorney General will discuss this with you this 
morning at your 9 : 30 a.m. meeting, and would like to hand-carry the 
letter to Craxi, with whom he will meet next week. If you approve 
and the discussions go well, we might want to put this item on the 
agenda for your October 20 session with Craxi . 

Recommendation 

OK No 

That you sign the attached letter to Craxi . 

Attachment 
Tab A - Letter to Prime Minister Craxi 

-eeiNflIDEM'fIAfr 
Declasssify on: OADR 

Prepared by: 
Tyrus W. Cobb 

t: 
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PROPOSED DRAFT TEXT 

~----=t( -re/ ~l,.._J j 3 If./ 

"u.,, f i 
Dear Prime Minister Craxi: 

The United States and Italy are faced with the common 

scourges of organized crime and more specifically narcotics 

trafficking. We and you have fought these intertwined 

afflictions of our societies for many years. 

Our cooperation has been excellent, but neither the United 

States nor Italy has been able to eliminate these problems from 

our societies. 

I would like to intensify our cooperation in these fields 

and would be grateful for your ideas. 

Attorney General William French Smith will be meeting with 
/i-{3 

you and your Ministers in Rome on October 13 and will sign the 

new extradition treaty between Italy and the United States, 

thus completing the modernized legal framework for cooperation 

in criminal matters between our two countries. 

Attorney General Smith's visit will be an opportunity to 

discuss specific next steps in the commitment, which I believe 

we share, to combat narcotics trafficking. ! also loG-k 

fo..£ward, a+J &THJ your fortocomiR-Ej vi£ it ta :Wa sb i ngton. :t::e:----,a._ 

'1€li~sssion of these is:st1es with you in hopes of irnproviA:g onr . 

joint efforts against crime a-r.a Qarc~tjcsT 

Sincerely, 

Ronald Reagan 

His Excellency 

Bettino craxi 

President of the &e-a-a-t-e-- ~.· € <7--{ lt1 ~ 
of the Italian Republic 

Rome 

:¼f ~O-Dt~ 

-v l~ ~ 1lli\n 

) 
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S/S 8332086 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

SUBJECT: 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Wash ington, D .C. 20520 

October 21, 1983 

Mr. Robert M. Kj,,,mmitt 
National Security Council 

Alerting NSC on Presidential 
Correspondence 

Enclosed is a copy of a letter to President Reagan 
from Prime Minister Bettino Craxi of Italy 
which is transmitted for your information. 

This document was received in the Executive Secretariat 
Information Management Section on October 21, 1983. 

~v'2/2 
Director, s/tI ~ 

Information Management Section 
Executive Secretariat 

ext. 23836 

7 Si'lc 

r; 



8332086 

October 17, 1983 

In absence of .Ambassador Petrignani, I have the 

honor to convey to you a message from the Prime Minister 

of the Italian Republic, The Honorable Bettino Craxi,ac­

cornpanied by an tmofficial translation. 

I avail myself of this opporttmity to express to 

you, Mr. President, the assurances of my greatest re­

spect and my highest consideration. 

The President 

The White House 

Washington D.C. 

Sincerely Yours, 

~~ 
Ranieri Tallarigo 

Minister-Counselor 
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8332086 

October 17,1983 

UNOFFICIAL TRANSLATION OF THE MESSAGE ADDRESSED TO THE PRESIDENT FROM THE 

ITALIAN PRIME MINISTER 

Mr. President: 

I am referring to your letter of August 19th, recalling the dialogue you 

started with my predecessor on the issue of nuclear non proliferation, 

to which also the Italian Government attaches a great importance. 

You will be certainly aware of the consistency with which Italy has 

implemented the spirit and the letter of the most advanced rules on non 

proliferation and the active contribution given by us through multi -

lateral and bilateral concertation and coordination, to all the necessa­

ry reviews aimed at defining a new basis for an international consensus 

on the matter. 

I also want to confirm to you that the objective of nuclear non pro­

liferation is still considered by Italy as a top priority, due to its se­

rious and complex gee-political implications to which you rightly refer in 

your letter. Therefore I fully agree on the opportunity of a more and more 

active and diversified commitment, aimed at realizing new developments for 

a more effective system of global ~afeguards. 

However, I believe that a strengthened process of bilateral and mul­

tilateral consultation and cooperation among exporting countries - to be 

possibly extended to the nuclear exporters of the so called new genera­

tions - should be more based on pragmatic criteria and quite diplomacy• 

It is also important that consultations be considered by import­

ing countries and emerging exporters as an effort to improve the present 

system in the interest of peace and not as a way to consolidate positions 

of privilege. 

In this spirit, I believe that the meeting you proposed can be a 

further and useful contribution to which Italy is ready to offer its own 

constructive participation. Because of the extreme complexity of the pro-
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blems and the difference of approaches, the meeting should be well arrang­

ed also in view of assuring the largest possible participation of export­

ing countries. 

I am looking forward to meeting you next October 20th , and having 

with you, also on this subject, an exchange of evaluations. 

Please accept, Mr. President, my best wishes. 

Bettino Craxi 

7o 
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October 17, 1983 

TEXT OF 1HE MESSAGE ADDRESSED 10 'THF.: P~ESIDENT OF 1HE UNITED STATES FROM 

TI-IE ITALIAN PRIME MINISTER. 

"Signor Presidente, 

mi riferisco alla Sua lettera del 19 agosto che riprende un dialogo 

da Lei avviato con il mio predecessore su un tema, qt.Jello della non prolifera­

zione nucleare, cui anche il Govemo italiano annette una grande importanza. 

Le sono certamente noti la coerenza con la qt.1ale l'Italia si e' attenuta 

allo spirito ed alla lettera delle piu' avanzate normative intemazionali sulla 

non proliferazione e l'attivo contriooto da essa fomito, sul piano della concer­

tazione e del coordinamento rmlltilaterale e bilaterale, a tutti gli approfondi­
menti rivelatisi necessari ai fini della definizione di una nuova base di consenso 

internazionale in materia. 

Tengo a confennarLe che l'obiettivo della non proliferazione nucleare 

conserva per l'Italia un carattere di massima priorita' stanti le sue gravi e 

complesse implicaziorii geopolitiche cui ella fa giustamente riferimento nella Sua 

lettera. Condivido, qt.1indi, pienamente la opportunita' di un nostro sempre piu' 

attivo e diversificato impegno, volto a realizzare nuovi progressi per un sempre 

piu' efficace sistema generalizzato da salvaguardie globali. 

Credo, tuttavia, che la rafforzata attivita' consultiva e di cooperazione 

bilaterale e multilaterale tra i paesi esportatori - da esterrlere possibilmente 

agli esportatori nucleari della cosiddetta nuova generazione - dovrebbe ispirarsi 

maggionnente a criteri di pragmatismo e di riservatezza. 

E' anche importante che le consultazioni vengano considerate dai paesi 

importatori e dagli esportatori ernergenti come uno sforzo inteso a migliorare il 

sistema esistente nel carune interesse per la pace e non come un mezzo per conso­

lidare posizioni di privilegio. 

. I. 
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In questo spirito ritengo che la riunione da Ella prospettata possa 

costituire un ulteriore, utile contriruto, cui l'Italia e' pronta ad offrire 

il proprio costruttivo concorso. Data l'estrema complessita' dei problemi e la 

diversita' degli approcci, la riunione dovrebbe essere ben preparata in vista 

anche di assicurare la piu' ampia partecipazione possibile di paesi esportatori. 

Nell'attesa di incontrarLa il 20 ottobre prossimo e di poter avere con Lei, 

: anche su questo argomento, uno scambio di valutazioni, La prego di gradire, 

Signor Presidente, i miei migliori auguri. 

Bettino Craxi". 



NSC/S PROFILE UNCLASSIFIED ID 8401389 

RECEIVED 17 FEB 84 18 

DOCDATE 16 FEB 84 TO KIMMITT 

KEYWORDS : ITALY 

LEBANON 

FROM CRAXI, BETTINO 

HILL, C 

TERRORISM 

HS 

SUBJECT ~ PM CRAXI LTR RE ASSASSINATION OF GENERAL HUNT 

ACTION : PENDING STATE RECOMS DUE : 28 FEB 84 STATUS D 

COMMENTS 

REF# 

FOR ACTION 

STATE 

8404826 

ACTION OFFICER (S) 

~ ! 

FOR CONCURRENCE 

LOG 8401370 NSCIFID 

16 FEB 84 

FILES 

FOR INFO 

COBB 

NORTH 

KEMP 

MARTIN 

( MR 

---- - - --·- ---- -- ---- -------------- - --

DISPATCH W/ ATTCH .. FIL.~@ "1c1 



WASHFAX ,R■C■IPT 
0E~ARTM9;NT 0,,. aTATE 

. B
i 

S./S # ·, ...... 

.,. 

1; ,. 

84 MAR il'3 AIO: 03 

{Room~) 

MESSAGE DESCRIPTION Cable tn Roff'e: Pres. Reply to PM Craxi's 

I 

TO : IAg,ncyJ DELIVER TO : Extension Room Ng. 
NSC /- ROBERT XIMMITT 395-3044 

;;~·- -·--J.- TY COBB ~ '-\,'v-.-, 
3 . ~,\)~ 

---9# ~\f"-0 

-- - ?= _,..__._......i8---------+-_<:s 
FOR CLEARAN~E □ INFORMATION CJ PEA REQUEST □ COMMENTj□ 

I 

REMARKS __ WH_IT_E_H_ou_sE_T_B_x_T_REV __ 1_s_Eo_. _it-P_LS_CLEAR ___ A_GA_I_H_. __ cn __ c_ou __ , __ _ 
HJ\S APPROVED INFORMALLY., ESTED BY: :·\ 5 1 &i,t ~ 

·- --·-·------------------+---------------i----

--•------- -------------------------,.---

CROSSHATCH 
f -- • • - - --

RETURN TIME-STAMPED COVERSHEET TO 5/S. 



,. 

I I 
( LI"ITC» o,,1cIAL --~ , 

'-.... ---""·------ ··-·-··-··------- D1J. 1 (zz I t.)
1 

T(XT ft[C[lV(D FROM WHIT[ HOUSE 
31~,6~ ~3a-2~s3 <311sc> 
s,s-s: 
NCA/nfo: RK~ANTZ 
tUR/wt:RP(CK 
CUR:LONGO 

S / S .. S :J Al 8 & 

PiIOftITY ~Ont 

C .o. l.~35-: N/A 

TAGS: OP»C 

I . I 
I 

i ; 
• 

. I 
I 

i 
tUR11 ltRBUKT 
EUft~Jf)OBSIUS 
NSG 

, 

~UBJ(CT: PRCSI~CttTIAL ~(PLY TO PRiftE ftIUIST£R CRAXl'S 
COUDOLCUCC M(SSAG( OU TH[ HUNT ASSASSINATION {SIS 
6't01f42'-) 

1 • . PL[ASt ~ASS FOLLOWING MCSSAG( ro PRint nIUIST[R 
C~&Xl fROM P~ESIDCttT ftCAGAN ■ THCRC WILL It HO SIGNCI 
OffIGIUAL ■ 

~. BCGIH TC:XT: 

,cut B[TTIUO: 

THANK YOU ,o~ YOUR [iPR[SSION OF s~"PATHY OU TH[ )CATH 
Of L(AMON ~. HUUT. TH[ SCNS£LCSS hUR)CR Of THIS rINE 
nAU IN Rone IS A SA~ ~tnittD(R o, TH( )IfflCULTY Of THC 
PATH TO~AR~ GCN(RAL P(AC( IN THC MID,L£ £AST ■ · 

' 
I KUOU THAT ITALY'S VIGOROUS (rfORTS .,AIUST TC~ROftISn, 
UHICH HAVC BORN( SUCC(SS IN THC P~ST, WILL UOT fLAG. 

I 

A ~ITTIUG T~IBUTC TO RAY HUUT WOUt) Bt CO«TIUUCI 
STCA~,ASTU(SS Ih SUPPORT Of THE PEACtKttPING 
ORGAUIZATIO", THC nuLTIUATIONAL f0RC£ AH~ OBSC~VCRS, TO 

Lint1c, of,ICIAL USC 
! 

. I 



I\' 

_-tlMIT() O~fl~I•~ ~IE I ~ 

WHICH HC COUT~IBUTC» SO MUCH. IU ¼HIS VEIN.I APPLAU, 
ITALY'S R[CCNT ,rcISION TO (XT(ij» ITS PA~TICIPATION IN 
THC nro FOR AUOTH[M TWO Y[A~S- ITALY'S nfo PERSOUff[L 
AR[ Pc~,o~nING TH[lff TAS(S IN CHARACTE~ISTICALLY 
DlllGCUT FASHIOU. 

SlNCCRCLY, 
• 

ROUAL) RCAGAh• [ND T[XT ■ 

3. rv1. C~AXI'S n[SSAG[ TO THE ~RtSI)tNT. )ATEI 
f't BRUA" Y l,1. ANI D[LIVE"tl TH"OUGt:f 1THE ITALIAN EnBASSY" 
WA$ AS fOLLOWS: 

~THC »CSPICABLC ASSASSINATION IU ~one o, DIRECTO~ 
. GC~EPAL L(A~OU HUNT HAS DEEPLY SHOCKCI n£. IT WAS AN 

CXCCRABLC ACT WHICH IS TO 8£ FIRM~Y COUDEttN£) BY ALL 
CIVlllZCD SOCitTY ■ THOSC WHO THIHC THAT TH~OUGH SUCH 
HORfflBLC CRlMCS THCY CAN INTIMIDATE TH[ DEnOCRATIC 
IUSTITUTIONS Of OUR COUNTRI[S OR WEAKtN THE 
)(T(RMINATION WITH WHICH OUR GOYtRHfttNTS PURSUE THEift 
,oALS Of PACI,ICATION IN A~[AS Of (ftISIS 0~ CONFLICTS, 
AR[ SURCLY DCLUDING THCMSCLV(S. ON THE CONTRARY, THESE 
UUSP(A(ABL[·C~IMINAL ACTS STREUGTH[N OUR CONVICTION 
T~AT W( HAVC TO MAinTAIN OUft connoN COMMITntNT TO 
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I have the honor to convey to you a message from the Prime 

Minister of the Italian Republic, the Honorable Bettino Craxi, 

accompanied by an unofficial translation. 

I avail myself of this opportunity to express to you, 

Mr. President, the assurance of my greatest respect and my high­

est consideration. 

The President 

The White House 

Washington, D.C. 
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16 febbraio 1984 

TEXT OF THE MESSAGE ADDRESSED 1D THE PRESIDENT BY THE PRIME MINISTER OF 
TI-IE ITALIAN REPUBLIC. 

"11 vile attentato di cui e' stato vittirria a Roma il Direttore 

Generale Leamon Hunt tni ha profondarnente turbato. Esso costituisce un 

atto esecrabile che deve ricevere la fernia condanna di tutta la societa' 

civile. Certamente si illude chi ritiene di poter intimidire con simili 

disgustosi crimini le istituzioni dernocratiche dei nostri paesi o di in­

debolire la determinazione con cui i nostri governi perseguono obiettivi 

di pacificazione in aree di crisi e di conflitto. Al contrario, queste 

inqualificabili manifestazioni criminali ci rafforzano nella convinzione 

di mantenere un impegno solidale per concorrere alla definizione di solu­

zioni giuste e pacifiche. 

La prego di accogliere i sentimenti di profondo cordoglio del 

Governo italiano e miei personali e di farsene interprete presso la fa­

miglia della vittima. 

Bettino Craxi" 

' (I 
(.. tJ 
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February 16, 1984 

UNOFFICIAL TRANSlATION OF lliE MESSAGE ADDRESSED TO lliE PRESIDENT BY 

1HE PRIME MINISTER OF lliE ITALIAN REPUBLIC. 

"The despicable assassination in Rome of Director General 

Leamon Hunt has deeply shocked me. It was an execrable act which is 

firmly condermed by our whole society. Those who think that, through 

those horrible crimes they can intimidate the Democratic Institutions 

of our Countries or weaken the determination with which our Goven,rnents 

pursue their goals of pacification in areas of crisis or conflicts, just 

delude themselves . On the contrary, these \\.Drthless criminal acts 

strengthen our conviction that we have to maintain our coornon carrnitt­

rnent to contribute to the achievement of equitable and peaceful solu­

tions . I \\.Duld like to express to you the sentiments of my personal 

profound grief and the ca,polences of the Italian Goven,rnent, which I 

\\.Duld be grateful if you could convey to the fami ly of the victim. 

Bettino Craxi" . 
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I have the honor to convey to you a message from the Prime 

Minister of the Italian Republic, the Honorable Bettino Craxi, 

accompanied by an unofficial translation. 

I avail myself of this opportunity to express to you, 

Mr. President, the assurance of my greatest respect and my high­

est consideration. 

The President 

The White House 

Washington, D.C. 
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16 febbraio 1984 

TEXT OF TI-IE MESSAGE ADDRESSED TO TI-IE PRESIDENT BY TI-IE PRIME MINISTER OF 
TI-IE ITALIAN REPUBLIC. 

"11 vile attentato di cui e' stato vitti111a a Roma il Direttore 

Generale Leamon Hunt ~i ha profondamente turbato. Esso costituisce un 

atto esecrabile che deve ricevere la fenna condai:ma di tutta la societa' 

civile. Certamente si illude chi ritiene di poter intimidire con simili 

disgustosi crimini le istituzioni democratiche dei nostri paesi o di in­

debolire la determinazione con cui i nostri govemi perseguono obiettivi 

di pacificazione in aree di crisi e di conflitto. Al contrario, queste 

inqualificabili manifestazioni criminali ci rafforzano nella convinzione 

di mantenere un impegno solidale per concorrere alla definizione di solu­

zioni giuste e pacifiche. 

La prego di accogliere i sentimenti di profondo cordoglio del 

Govemo italiano e miei personali e di farsene interprete presso la fa­

miglia della vittima. 

Bettino Craxi" 
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February 16, 1984 

UNOFFICIAL TRANSlATION OF TI-IE MESSAGE ADDRESSED TO TI-IE PRESIDENT BY 
'IHE PRIME MINISTER OF TI-IE ITALIAN REPUBLIC. 

"The despicable assassination in Rome of Director General 

Leamon Hunt has deeply shocked me. It was an execrable act which is 

finnly condemned by our whole society. Those who think that, through 

those horrible crimes they can intimidate the Democratic Institutions 

of our Countries or weaken the detennination with which our Governments 

pursue their goals of pacification in areas of crisis or conflicts, just 

delude themselves. On the contrary, these worthless criminal acts 

strengthen our conviction that we have to maintain our corrrnon corrrnitt­

ment to contribute to the achievement of equitable and peaceful solu­

tions . I would like to express to you the sentiments of my personal 

profound grief and the ccmdolences of the Italian Government, which I 

would be grateful if you could convey to the family of the victim. 

Bettino Craxi". 
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SUBJECT: MANNED SPACE STATION PROGRAM: LETTER FROM 

PRIME MINISTER CRAXI TO PRESIDENT REAGAN 
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1. EMBASSY HAS RECEIVED A RESPONSE FRON PRIME MINISTER 
CRAXI TO PRESIDENT REAGAN 'S LETTER REGARDING COOPERATION 
ON THE MAIHlED SPACE STATION PP.OJECT IREFTELl. FOLLO\/ING 
IS INFORMAL TRANS LATI ON. BEGIN QUOTE: 

ROME, MARCH 6, 1984 

YOUR EXCELLENCY RONALD REAGAN 
PRESIOENi OF TH E UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
WASH I NG TON 

DEAR PRESIDENT: 

I REPLY TO YOUR MESSAGE IN WHICH YOU POINT OUT AMERICAN 
INTEREST IN ESTABLISHING COOPERATION WITH ITALY IN THE 
DEVELOPMENT OF P. PERMAHENT ORBITING STATION I/MICH SHOULD 
BE LAUNCHED INTO SPACE IN THE EARL Y SB'S. I 1/0ULO LIKE TO 
SAY THAT I GREATLY APPRECIATED YOUR MESSAGE, AND THAT I 
LOOK FORWARD 111TH DEEP INT ERES T TO THE FORTHCOMING VISIT 
OF YOUR SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE, NASA ADMINISTRATOR BEGGS, 
TO KNOW BETTER THE MODALITIES OF THE COOPERATION THAT CAN 
BE ESTA BLISHED . 

PRECISELY ltl VIEi/ OF MR. BEGGS' MISSION IN ITALY, I HEL'O 
YESTERDAY A CABINET MEETING IN 1/HICH THE MINISTER FOR 
SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH AND OTHER REPRESENTATIVES OF THE 
ITALIAN ADMINISTRATION AND OF THE ACADEMIC-SCIENTIFIC 
1/0RLD I/HO OPERATE IN THE AEROSPACE FIELD PARTICIPATED. 
I AM VERY HAPPY TO RECEIVE MR. EEGGS PERSCHALL Y BEFORE 
HE HOLDS HORE EXTENSIVE AND IN-DEPTH TALKS 111TH THE 
MINISTER FOR SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH AND ~ITH OTHER OFFICIALS 
OF THf COMPETENT ENTITIES . 

\/HAT I \IISH TO UIIOERllilE FROM THJS MOMENT IS JliAT 1HE 
!fFECTIVE, FRU ITU/1 BERQSPACE ~Q.QPE:B8IIPti Hti!CH. t!AS JAKE)i 

ROHE 06407 8918392 

PLACE SO FAR BETIIEEN ITALY AND THE UNITED STATES DETER­
MINES THE NEED TO PLACE FUTURE JOINT INITIATIVES BETIIEEN 

7568 EUR163S 

OUR Tl/0 COUNTRIES AT THE HIGH LEVELS OF · SPECIALIZATIOtl THAT 
SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH ANO TECHNOLOGICAL INNOVATION HAVE 
ATTAltlEO IN ITALY . ._lIALY THERE FORE IS QUITE READY TO STUDY 
T_HE TERMS OF SIGN IF I CAHT COOPER AT I ON, IN THE AIIARHIESS THAT 
THE ITALIAN SCIENTIFIC COMMUNIT Y ANO ITALIAN INDUSTRY CAN 
OFFER A HIGH QUALITY CONTRIBUTIOU TO THE ACHIEVEMENT OF 
NEIi CONQUESTS IN SPACE FOR THE BENEFIT OF MANKIND. IT 
I/ILL ALSO BE USEFUL TO THINK . ..AJ ~HE RIGHT MOMENT. OF 
ESTABLISHING THE PROPER FORMAL IIISTRUMENTS 1/HICH I/ILL• 
ENSURE CONTINUING DEVELOPMENT OF THE COOPERATIVE INITIATIVES 
TO BE AGREED UPON . 

IN THE EXPECTATION OF A CONSTRUCTIVE MISSION IN ITALY FOR 
YOUR PERSotlAL REPRESENTATIVE, I KINOLY ASK YOU,...![L 
PRESIDENT ·AND FRIEND, TO ACCEPT MY CORDIAL REGARDS. 

B. CRAXI 

ENO QUOTE . 

2. THE ORIGINAL LETTER, IN ITAL IAN, IS BEING SENT BY 
POUCH TO THE DEPARTMENT TO BE PASSED ON TO THE I/HITE 
HOUSE. RABB 

)li D'i? ~r1~4-to~£~~· 
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S '.:;o•n0lr t.. .. b -CL ct 1 'interesse ame:::r-~Lcano di definire una collaborazi o 

ne con l 'Italia nella realizzazione di tma stazione orbit:rn 

te pern8Xlente che dovre·bbe essere lanciata .. nello spazio a­

gli inizi degli anni '90. Desidero al riguardo dir1e che ho 

mol to a:pprezzato te.le Su2_ coIJunicazione e che gu2xclo con vi 

vo interesse alla prossirn2. visita del 3uo 

rs le r1odali t.t della collctborazione che potra essere concor 

clata. 

rro:prio in vista della nissione in. Italis. del 

Si,o:nor Re.0'.0''3 ho nj, __ resieduto ieri una riunione di Governo cui o ~ oo>-, 

ha preso parte il l.Iinistro della .R.icerca Scj_entifica ed al­

tri e:3ponenti dell' Ji.rD.ministrazione i ta.liana e del mond.o acca 

demico-scientifico che opera,."1.o nel set tore aeros:9aziale. 30-

110 ben li.eto di ricevere io stesso il Signor Beggs prim.a che 

egli abbia collo½.ui pil1 a:pprof onditi ed es tesi con il Liini­

stro delle, :Ricerca 3cientifica econ altri esponenti degli 

Inti competenti. 

S.3. Ronald Reag8.l1 
Presidente clegli Stati Uni ti d' ./lJ.nerica 
WA31IINGT01J 

./. 

~--J-~tpoi_to l 

OV J_~ ~- ,}Jpl lj 



2. 

C~uello che mi prerne sin d' ora sottolineare e che 

l 'efficace 1 fruttuoso ft1.nzion22:.r1ento della collaborazi o 

ne aerosraziale sin qui realizz2,tasi tra 1' Italia e gl1 

;3tati Uni ti~ pone 1 t esigenza di collocare le future ini 

ziat ive congiu11te tra i nostri due paesi sui livelli di 

alta specializzazione che la ricerca scientifica e l'in 

novazione tecnologica hanno raggiunto in Italia. Da :P-2:E. 

te i tali2na, vi e cllmq_ue un2. 8.LJ.J.)ia disponi~l)ilita ad ap­

termini di una t1ualificat2. coorierazions, 

nella consapevolezza chs la comuni ta. scientific2. e le in 

dustrie de.l nostro paese sono in gTado di dare un elsva-

to contrihu.to a1l a rs2"li.zzazione d.ells nuove co11.:~;uist2 .. 
dello spazio a vantaggio dell 'w11a.:ni ta. 3ara anche utile 

:pe:c.s2xe al 11omento O}?:portuno a definire gli appropriati 

. 11 ... t· ,. . J 7 ..c:· • zazione EL_e 1n1z1a ,1 ve a1 cooperaz1 one ua QG.1.1n1re. 

Well 'aus-oicio di U11s. costruttiva L1issione in Italia, .. 
del Suo er,1issaxio :personale, La }_)rego di accogliere, ca:co 

?residents ed J:.mico, i rniei ·piu cordiali saluti 
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Remarks: 

A draft reply is attached. 

A draft reply will be forward~d. 

A translation is attached. 

An inf_ormation copy of a direct reply is attached. 

We believe no response is n~cessary for the reason 
cited below. 

The Department of State has no objection to the 
proposed travel. 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
DIVISION OF LANGUAGE SERVICES 

The Prime Minister of the 
Republic of Italy 

Dear Mr. President and Friend : 

(TRANSLATION) 

LS NO. 114150 
BL/AO 
I talian 

September 27 , 1984 

I appreciated the message you sent me very much , and I would 

like to share some of my thoughts with you concerning the relaunching 

of the East-West dialogue on the eve of your important meeting with 

Soviet Foreign Minister Gromyko . 

I especially want to express my satisfaction with the emphasis 

you put on the search and the need for peace in your speech before 

the United Nations and for your constructive approach to East- West 

relations which might facilitate an improvement . At a time when ele­

ments of uncertainty and distrust prevail , any attempt to re- estab l ish 

an atmosphere and a framework for a dialogue which might favor and 

stimulate substantive negotiations takes on great significance . I 

believe that your speech before the United Nations was a valid con­

tribution to this end . Now it must be hoped that the offer of con­

ciliation and of a serious and committed search for points of con­

vergence on problems of such great importance for mankind will en-

H. 8 . Ronald Reagan 
President of the United States 

of America - White House 
Washington , D. C . 
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courage reasonableness and moderation and provide an impetus for 

movement towards that spirit of openmindedness and fundamental com­

promise in order to pursue tangible and mutually acceptable results. 

What I find especially interesting and conducive to our common 

objectives is the flexibility of the proposals on arms control and 

reduction which you are about to submit to Foreign Minister Gromyko . 

I believe that along these flexible lines we must redefine in strict 

consultation the objectives and strategies for a new platform which , 

while respecting maximum mutual security , will offer sufficient mar­

gins for negotiation with respect to the Soviet positions. 

However , I agree with you that at this stage, the first move is 

up to the Soviets , i . e . that they should give up their unrealistic 

preconditions for the renewal of the INF negotiations and show a 

clear willingness to negotiate . But I consider it opportune and 

appropriate to take care from now on that the necessary connections 

between the various negotiating tables are assured since all the arms 

systems together , regardless of their nature and characterist i cs , 

combine in determining the global level of military threat , and 

therefore it is to that level that the balanced and verifiable measures 

of arms control and disarmament must necessarily refer. 

I furthermore agree to , and in fact want to encourage , the ini­

tiation of a dialogue with the Soviet Union in order to reduce the 

elements of East- West confrontation in regional crises , which must 

be resolved by giving ever more weight to the role of the countries 

and parties directly involved , fully respecting their legitimate 

aspirations and needs . To such efforts we could certainly give our 
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wholehearted and constructive cooperation. 

I shall be very interested in hearing about the impressions you 

will carry away from your talks with Foreign Minister Gromyko, and 

I expect to remain in close contact with you for an ever more pro­

found exchange of evaluations. 

With all my best wishes, 

s. Bettino Craxi 

~ 
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Caro Presidente ed Amico, 

Roma, 27 settembre 1984 

ho molto apprezzato il messaggio che 

mi hai inviato e sono lieto di poter cond.i videre con te a1_ 

cune mie riflessioni sul rilancio del dialogo Est-Ovesta1_ 

la vigilia del tuo i mporta..nte incontro con il Iv1inistro de­

gli Esteri sovietico, Gromiko. 

Tengo innanzitutto ad esprimerti il mio corn:piaci­

mento per l'enfasi che hai posto nel tuo intervento alle 

Nazioni Unite alla ricerca e al bisogno della pace, nonche 

per la costruttiva impostazione che hai dato ai rapporti 

Est- Ovest nella prospettiva di favorire un loro migliora­

mento. In un momento in cui prevalgono elementi di inC8£ 

tezza e di sfiducia, acquista infatti grande rilievo ogni 

tentativo per ricostituire un'atmosfera e una trama di di~ 

logo propizie e suscettibili di stimolare un negoziato di 

sostanza. Credo che il tuo intervento alle Nazioni Unite 

abbia dato un valido concorso a tale obiettivo. Vie ora 

da sperare che l' offerta di conciliazione e di seria e con 

vinta ricerca dei punti di convergenza su problemi di co-

S .E. Ronald Reaga.11 
Presidente degli Stati Uniti 
d'Arnerica - Casa Bianca 
WASHINGTON 

./. 
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si grande importanza per l'umanita, incoraggi ragionevo 

lezza e moderazione e induca a muovere verso quello sp! 

rito d.i apertura e di compromesso fondamentale per con 

seguire risultati tangibili e reciprocamente accettabi­
li. 

Trovo in particolare interessante, e strument~ 
le agli scopi che insieme ci proponiamo, il ca:rattere di 
flessibilita delle proposte che tu ti accingi ad avanz~ 

re al Ministro degli Esteri Gromiko sul controllo e la r! 

duzione degli armamenti. Io credo che su questa flessibi 

lita noi dovTemo in stretta concertazione ridefinire in­

sieme obiettivi e strategie per una nuova piattaforma 

che, nel rispetto della massima sicurezz.a reciproca, of­

fra suf.ficienti margini negoziali in rapporto alle posi­
zioni sovietichea 

Convengo comung_ue con te che, a questo stadio, la 

prima mossa spetti ai sovietici con la rinuncia alle lo­
ro irrealistiche pregiudiziali per quanto riguarda la r! 
presa del negoziato sul FNI econ la manifestazione di 

una chiara volonta negoziale. Ritengo sia comunque oppor 
tuno ed appropriato preoccuparsi sin d'ora di assicurare 

i necessari collegamenti tra i vari tavoli di negoziato 
poiche tutti i dispositivi di armamento, qualunque siala 

loro natura e le loro caratteristiche, concorrono insie­
me a determinare il livello globale della minaccia Erle aque 
sto livello che devono necessariamente riferirsi le misure 

di controllo e disarmo bilanciato e verificabile. 

./. 
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Concordo inoltre, anzi incoraggio, un avvio di 

discorso con l'Unione Sovietica per ridurre gli elemeg 

ti di contrapposizione Est-Ovest nelle crisi regionali 

le quali debbono essere sempre piu risolte, valorizza-:!} 
do il ruolo dei paesi e delle parti dirett2.mente coin­

volte, nel pieno rispeim delle loro legi ttime aspirazi£ 
ni ed esigenze.:A tali sforzi noi potremo certamente of­

frire il concorso di una genuina e costruttiva coopera­

zione. 
Saro molto lieto di pater conoscere le tue im­

pressioni al termine dei colloqui che avrai con il Mi­

nistro Gromiko e canto di tenermi con te in stretto col 
legamento per un sempre piu approfondito scambio diva­

lutazioni. 
Con i migliori e piu cordiali saluti. 

; 
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SUMMARY TRANSLATION 

Letter from Italian PM Craxi lauding Pres. Reagan's UN 

Speech, stressing the importance of East-West dialogue, 

and requesting a read-out of talks with Gromyko. 




