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MARGARET. MY COUNTRY HAS ALWAYS SUPPORTED YOU AND ALWAYS
WiLL IN DEFEATING ANY EFFORT TO SOLVE THE FALKLANDS DISPUTE BY
FORCE. YOU KNOW THAT WE HAVE ALWAYS BEEN NEUTRAL ON THE
QU 3TION OF SOVEREIGNTY. AND WE HAVE ALWAYS FAVORED PEACEFUL
SCTHTHON OF THE 1SSUE BY NEGOTIATION. AWM WELL AWARE THAT T
WAS THE ARGENTINES THAT INTERRUPTED NEGOTIATIONS BY ATTACKING
THE |SLANDS. BUT | DO NOT THINK THAT IN ITSELF 1S REASON NOT
T0O SUPPORT A SOLUTION BY NEGOTIATIONS SOMETIME IN THE FUTURE.
IT IS HARD FOR THE UNITED STATES TO HAVE ANY OTHER POSITION.

READING YOUR MESSAGE, | BELIEVE MORE WEIGHT OUGHT TO BE
GIVEN TO THE TEXT OF THE RESOLUTION AS T NOW STANDS. THE
ERAZILIAN AMENDMENTS HAVE MADE T MUCH LESS OBJECTIONABLE. I'T
wAS ON THE BASIS OF THIS NEW TEXT THAT MY COLLEAGUES !NFORMED
tR ONTINA AND OTHER SPONSORS THAT WE WOULD SUPPORT IT. [N
PARTICULAR, THE REFERENCES TO DE FACTO CESSATION OF HOSTIL!TIES
END THE INTENTION OF THE PARTNERS NOT TO RENEW THEM TAKES US A
GOOD WAYS TOWARDS THE FORMAL RENUNCIATION OF HOSTILITIES WE
BOTH HAVE BEEN WORKING FOGR. ALTHOUGH | WwWOULD AGREE WI!TH YOU
TEAT THEY ARE NOT EOQUIVALENT.

AT THE TiME OF ,THE VOTE. OUR REPRESENTATIVE WILL PUT
CLEARLY ON RECGRD OUR VIEWS THAT FORCE MUST NOT BE USED AGAIN
T0 SOLVE THE DISPUTE. THAT THE UNDERLYING QUESTION OF
SOVEREIGNTY IS NOT AND CANNOT BE PREJUDICED BY THE RESOLUTION,
~ND THAT THE ASPIRATICNS OF THE ISLANDERS MUST BE TAKEN INTO
ACCOUNT.

I AM TRULY SORRY THAT WE DISAGREE ON THIS MATTER AND FOR MY
PART WILL DO EVERYTHING IN MY PCWER TO MAKE SURE THIS
RESOLUTION IS NOT ABUSED. YOU MAY BE CCNFIDENT THAT THE UNITED
STATES WItL CCNTINUE TO ABIDE BY THE JOINTLY SHARED PRINCIPLES
% CH GUIDED B0TH CUR COUNTRIES THROUGH THE FALKLANDS CRISIS TO
ITS SUCCESSFUL CCONCLUS!ION.

WITH BEST WiSHES,

S kT
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MEMORANDUM - 459
SECHET THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
ACTION 3 e

November 2, 1982

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM WILLIAM P. CLARK \M"{/

SUBJECT: Reply to Margaret Thatcher on the Falklands

Mrs. Thatcher has sent you a second message on the Argentinian
U.N. resolution on the Falklands. Her earlier message of
October 25 objected to the original Argentinian resolution.
This latest message says that even the revised version of

the resolution is unacceptable to the United Kingdom, and
urges the U.S. :

e requests
to vote against

that if the Unite
the resolution, it abstain.

In addition to informing the U.K., we have told many Latin
American countries that we will vote for the improved
Argentinian resolution: there is no question now of changing
our position. A reply for your signature at Tab I informs

Mrs. Thatcher once again that we cannot support the British
position that there should be no negotiations on the Falklands,
and requests that our vote not raise a public division between
the U.S. and the U.K. ’Lgr

RECOMMENDATION

oK NO

. That you approve the attached ﬁessage to Mrs.
Thatcher at Tab A.

Tab A Letter to Thatcher

SECKET DECLASSIFIED 1 pARTY

DECLASSIFY ON: OADR NLRR W
BY__(i] NarapaTE3/20/2¢






Reading your message, I believe more weight ought to be
given to the text of the resolution as it now stands. The
Brazilian amendments have made it much less objectionable. It
was on the basis of this new text that my colleagues informed
Argentina and other sponsors that we would support it. 1In
particular, the references to de facto cessation of hostilities
and the intention of the partners not to renew them takes us a
good ways towards the formal renunciation of hostilities we
both have been working for, although I would agree with you

that they are not equivalent.

At the time of the vote, our representative will put
clearly on record our views that force must not be used again
to solve the dispute, that the underlying question of
sovereignty is not and cannot be prejudiced by the resolution,
and that the aspirations of the islanders must be taken into

account.

I am truly sorry that we disagree on this matter and for my
part will do everything in my power to make sure this
resolution is not abused. You may be confident that the United
States will continue to abide by the jointly shared principles
which guided both our countries through the Falklands crisis to

its successful conclusion.

With best wishes.

Ron
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he United States assumes that any negotiations undertaken by the
United Kingdom anc Argentina would necessarily take into account
the viuws of the Falkland Ieienders. The reference to Resolution 1514
of the General Asscmbly underscores the principle of self-dcterminath

and the revised draft now expressly refers to the necessity of tak g

the 1nLcrvsts of the Islanders 1nto account.

Our eupport for your position during the hostilities was baaed

....z

on our qtcong belief that dlspl es between countries should be

cep

resolved peacefully and 1n accordance with the purposes and principl--
of the United Nations Charter. We continue to hold that bellef and
support your position that any solution to the problem must be .

accomplished in the context of all relevant elements of the n o

Charter. we do not believe, bowever, that the resolution, as .

Ve d s . PRSI ‘Sk .._@ 7‘,\‘-"-.3‘- '-"' -"'-’~- FERTARI NUEEER I

currently written,vprejudices that position and conSLder that it

ST

is moderately positive in reaffirming the fundamental oniigations
of the Charter concerning the non-use of_force. Fordthese,reasons
we believe it reasonable now to vote:for the substantially modified
resolution. s

We understand your reluctance to enter into‘negotLatipns when
" loss of.life remains fresh in everyone's mind; we can appreciate.
your desire for a cooling off period and more concrete evidence
from Argentina that it will not resort again to further use of

force. Nevertheless, we believe it is important that the options

of negotiations or other means of peaceful settlement not be
particularly in light of the fact that the Government of
foreclosed, /Argentina now sug. sting negotiatlons is a different one f

the one which lauuched the aggression.
M. ‘garet, I know how you have anguished over this conflict

fr 1 the beginning. Your coura and leadership throughout have
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"been a nource of decp personal inspiration to me. I count it as’

a privilege to have becn able to support you and Britain at this

critical moment. You may be dbsolutely confident that I would dé)

]

it a1 agaln the same way. . .

" Sincerely,
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..The General Assembly,
Having considered the question of the Falkland Islands (Malvinas),

Realizing that the maintenance of colonial situations is incompatible
with the United Nations ideal of universal peace,

Recalling its resolutions 1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960, 2065 (XX)
of 16 December 1965, 3160 (XXVIII) of 14 December 1973 and 31/49 of
1 December 1976,

Recalling further Security Council resolutions 502 (1982) of
3 April 1982 and 505 (1982)of 26 May 1982,

Taking into account the existence of a de facto cessation of
ho 1ilities in the South Atlantic and the intention of not resuming
them expressed by the parties,

Reaffirming the need that the parties take duly into account the
interests of the population of the Islands in accordance with
Resolution 1065 (XX) of the General Assembly,

Reaffirming the principles of the Charter on the non use of force
or the threat of the use of force in international relations and
on the peaceful settlement of international disputes,

1. Requests the Governments of Argentina and of the United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland to resume negotiations in
order to find as soon as possible a peaceful solution to the
sovereignty dispute relating to the question of the Falkland Islands
(Malvinas).,

2. Requests the Secretary General, on the basis of this resolution,
to undertake a renewed mission of good offices in order to assist
the parties in complying with the request made in paragraph 1 above
taking adequate measures with that aim.,

3. Requests the Secretary General to submit a report to the General

Assembly at its thirty-eight session on the progress made in the
implementation of this resolution.,

4. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its thirty-eight
session the item entitled "Question of the Falkland Islands (Malvina
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MARGARET. MY COUNTRY HAS ALWAYS SUPPORTED YOU AND ALYWAYS
WHLL EN DEFEATING ANY EFFORT TO SOLVE THE FALKLANDS DISPUTE BY
FORCE. YOU KNOW THAT WE HAVE ALWAYS BEEN NEUTRAL ON THE
OUESTICN OF SOVEREIGNTY. AND WE HAVE ALWAYS FAVORED PEACEFUL
$ UTION OF THE ISSUE BY NEGOTIATION. | AM WELL AWARE THAT IT
WAS THE ARGENTINES THAT INTERRUPTED NEGOTIATIONS BY ATTACKING
T £ 1SL DS. BUT | DO NOT THINK THAT IN ITSELF IS REASON NOT
T0 SUPPORT A SOLUTION BY NEGOTIATIONS SOMETIME IN THE FUTURE.
IT 1S HARD FOR THE UNITED STATES TO HAVE ANY OTHER POSITION.

READING YOUR MESSAGE, | BELIEVE MORE WEIGHT OUGHT TO BE
GIVEN TO THE TEXT OF THE RESOLUTION AS IT NOW STANDS. THE
ERAZILIAN AMENDMENTS HAVE MADE 1T MUCH LESS OBJECTIONABLE. bT
wtS ON THE BASIS OF THIS NEW TEXT THAT MY COLLEAGUES INFORMED
“RGENTINA AND OTHER SPONSORS THAT WE WOULD SUPPORT IT. IN
PARTHICULAR, THE REFERENCES TO DE FACTO CESSATICN OF HOSTIL!TIES
END THE CNTENTION OF THE PARTNERS NOT TO RENEW THEM TAKES US A
CCCD WAYS TOW2RDS THE FORMAL RENUNCIATION OF HOSTILITIES WE
E0TH HAVE BEEN WORKING FOR. ALTHOUGH | WOULD AGREE WITH YOU
THAT THEY ARE NOT EQUIVALENT.

AT THE T:ME OF ,THE VOTE. OUR REPRESENTATIVE WiLL PUT
CLEARLY ON RECGRD OQUR VIEWS THAT FORCE MUST NOT BE USED AGAIN
TC SOLVE THE DISPUTE. THAT THE UNDERLYING QUESTION OF
SOVEREJGNTY IS NOT AND CENNOT BE PREJUDICED BY THE RESOLUTION,
NO THAT THE ~SPIRAT!ONS OF THE ISLANDERS ¥UST BE TAKEN INTO
ACCOUNT.

I AM TRULY SORRY THAT WE DISAGREE ON THIS MATTER AND FOR MY
PLRT WILL DO EVERYTHING IN MY PCWER TO MAKE SURE THIS
RESOLUTION IS NOT ABUSED. YOU MAY BE CONFIDENT THAT THE UNITED
STATES WiLL CONTINUE TO ABIDE BY THE JOINTLY SHARED PRINCIPLES
WHICH GUIDED B80TH GOUR COUNTRIES THROUGH THE FALKLANDS CRISIS TO
ITS SUCCESSFUL CCNCLUSION.

WITH BEST WiSHES,

..\e e T
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Dear Margaret:

I have just received your messade and would like to respond

immediately, given the importance of the issue to both of us.

I fully understand that negotiations are not acceptable to
you, having just paid so much in blood and treasure to repulse
the Argentine invasion. We have no intention to press you --
or to see you be pressed -- into negotiations before you are
ready. Equally, we have no intention to take a position on the
substance of the matter that is in any way prejudicial to your
position on the questions of sovereignty and
self-determination. <Fa—this—rogard—our—ewn—Specialisba—are
guLb&auHﬁr%ﬂﬁnT7ﬁT?T?mEnnT1ﬁ“the-%e*%—uadefeﬂée—yeué-;ega%-
postttomr Indeed Resolution 1514 contains stronger references
to self-determination than it does to the principle the

Argentines proclaim, "territorial integrity."

Margaret, my country has always supported you and always
will in defeating any effort to solve the Falklands dispute by
force. You know that we have always been neutral on the
question of sovereignty. And we have always favored peaceful
solution of the issue by negotiation. I am well aware that it
was the Argentines that interrupted negotiations by attacking
the islands. But I do not think that in itself is reason not
to support a solution by negotiations sometime in the future.

It is hard for the United States to have any other position.



Reading your message, I believe more weight ought to be
given to the text of the resolution as it now stands. The
Braz ~ian amendments have made it much less objectionable. It
Wi on the basis of this new text that my colleagues informed
A entina and other sponsors that we would support it. 1In
parti .lar, the references to de facto cessation of hostilities
and the i ention of the partners not to renew them takes us a
good ways towards the formal renunciation of hostilities we
both have been working for, although I would agree with you

that they are not equivalent.

At the time of the vote, our representative will put
clearly on record our views that force must not be used again
to solve the dispute, that the underlying question of
sovereignty is not and cannot be prejudiced by the resolution,
and that the aspirations of the islanders must be taken into

account.

I am truly sorry that we disagree on this matter and for my
part will do everything in my power to make sure this
resolution is not abused. You may be confident that the United
States will continue to abide by the jointly shared principles
which guided both our countries through the Falklands crisis to

its successful conclusion.

With best wishes.
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Lt rote

I buve given careful ccnsxdnration to the issues raised by

your letter of October 25. I understand the importance to you

- — - -

of the Uniled Nations rcsolution on the Palklands, and apprcciate
your concerns. | _ .,"p 3 - T

Wwhen we were first approached by the Argentine represontativel
on thcxr proposed rcsolution, wa made vecy clear our ob;ection to

- _~_' 3 . e “b\:_‘ AR L

much of ifs °ontent._ They V‘~e the same objections which your

w’{' e ,' ._'v,.‘ . . _‘.;.:“_;';“;1“ tl . Lz g

le er 1dent1f1cs._ We emphasized Ehat the United States could "ﬁ

o M emman Sy
*94'. SR b

R - ‘9 RN L "b- Yo -.'-'-‘,'-. ¢.-...x —--ag- v._;-".

’ not accept nny resolution which ptejudged the questions of
sovi eignty or the outcome ot any negotiafion.‘ We further stressed

that we could not support any rosolution with unrealistic deadlines

on.negotiations or other processes of peaceful settlement. : j;»-o

.\_:-. ' Lot LAY \;-_ Ses | .'.-...“.-
R ‘;‘-‘.l’ ""- -\ .1‘_o el :
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question of'sovefeighty,'fo reaffirm‘expressly principles of the

RS

UN Charter voncetning non-use of fotce in internatxonal“relations,
and to make othet changes which make the resolution more modetate.
While the revised version sugqests negotiations at an eatlier rather
than later date, we do not cons ler this to be a strict deadline.
We conclude that the resolution inlits cevised form does not
legally prejudice the position of either party in the dispute.

The United Kingdom is justifiably coocerned that there was
no reference to the rec 1t hositilities or to self-determination in
the resolution. The most recent revisions to the draft expressly
refer to the cessation of hostilities and the intention of the
parties not to renew them, coupled with reaffirmation of the

ciples of non-use of force and peaceful resolution of disputes.
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rhe United Strates assumes that any negotiations undertaken by the
United Kinydom ano Argentina wonuld necessarily take_into account'

the views of the Falkland Ialanders. The reference to Resolution 1514
of the Ceneral Asscmbly underscores the principle of self—dotermination,

and the revised draft now exprassly refers to the necessity of taking

the 1nLervsts of the Islandera 1nto account.

Our 9upport for your posxtion during the hostilities was baaed

on our qtcong belief that disputes between countries should ba

»o‘.

resolved peacefully and 1n accordance with the purposes and principles

of the United Nations Charter. we continue to hold that bellef and
support your position that any solution to the problem must be

accompl1shcd in the c0ntext of all relevant elements of the UN o

Charter. We do not believe, bowever,;that the resolution, al .

L. R
. . . > T \- N - L e e v
Tea et ok ) PR e ..7_, ..\ v‘t, T RN

gurrently wri en, preJudices that position and con51der that it

is moderately positive in reaffirming the fundamental-ooligationl
of the Charter concerning the non-use of_force. For‘these,reasonc
we believe it reasonable now to voteifor the substantially modified
resolution. o L

We understand your reluctance to enter into negotiations when

' loss of life remains fresh in everyone's mind; we can appreciate

your desire for a cooling off period and more concrete evidence
from Argentina that it will not resort again to further use of

force. Nevertheless, we believe it is important that the options

of negotiations or other means of peaceful settlement not be

particularly in light of the fact that the Government of

foreclosed, /Argentina now suggesting negotiatlons is a different one from
the one which launched the aggression.

Margaret, I know how you have anguished over this conflict

ym the beginning. Your courage and leadership throughout have



"been a unurce of decp “ersonal inspiration to me. I count it as’

a privilege to ha : becn able to support you and Britain at this

critical moment. You may be absolutely confident that I would dé)

]

all agaln the same way. ¢

' Sincerely,

- Tl T B .
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Dear Margaret:
I have carefully read and pondered your second letter to
me about the U. N. Resolution on the Falklands. I understand
your conc: ‘ns about the rights of the Falklanders, and an early
res-—>tion of ne (tiations. However, my reading of the revised
version of the resolution is that it protects the interests of
the inhabitants and does not prejudge the outcome of any ultimate
negotiations and that as a consequence we should vote in favor of it.
I am most concerned that the impact of the American vote
in your country not be as drastic as you fear. The impact will
depend in large measure on the public statements in both our
countries. You can be assured that we will portray our vote
as neither anti-British nor anti-self-determination, but as an
expression of our basic policy that disputes be settled by
peaceful means. I would hope that your spokesmen would not
dramatize our vote as a dispute between our two countries. It
is not. There is no question that the United States supports
the United Kingdom when the chips are down.

Sincerely,

Ron

The Right Honorable
Margaret Thatcher, M.P.
Prime Minister

London “
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SEQRET HE WHITE HOU
WASHINGTON

MEMORANDUM FOR THE HONOCRABLE GEORGE P. SHULTZ
/“\\‘ THE SECRETARY OF STATE
SUBJECT: \“\\ U.S. Public Comment on the Falklands
.. Resolution in the United Nations

.

Attached is a copy'of a letter the President has sent to
Mrs. Thatcher concerning the U.S. vote on the Falklands
resolution in the United Nations. You will note that the
President made assurances to Mrs. Thatcher concerning the
manner in which the United. States would handle public
comment on our vote. You drg requested to ensure that
responsible officials and spokesmen are aware of the
President's commitment on this score. (S)

FOR THE PRESIDENT:

Williaﬂ%lark

Tab A Letter to Mrs. Thatcher

SEQET
DECLASSIFIED

DECLASSIFY ON: OADR LS Fol-05% ¥ 2L9/7
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MARGARET. MY COUNTRY HAS ALWAYS SUPPORTED YOU AND ALWAYS
WILL IN DEFEATING ANY EFFORT TO SOLVE THE FALKLANDS DISPUTE BY
FORCE. YOU KNOW THAT WE HAVE ALWAYS BEEN NEUTRAL ON THE
QUESTION OF SOVEREIGNTY. END WE HAVE ALWAYS FAVORED PEACEFUL
SOLUTION OF THE {SSUE BY NEGOTIATION. AWM WELL AWARE THAT 1T
WAS THE ARGENTINES THAT INTERRUPTED NEGOTIATIONS BY ATTACKING
THE ISLANDS. BUT ! DO NOT THINK THAT IN ITSELF IS REASON NOT
TO SUPPORT A SOLUTION BY NEGOTIATIONS SOMETIME IN THE FUTURE.
bT IS HARD FOR THE UNITED STATES TO HAVE ANY OTHER POSITION.

READING YCUR MESSAGE., | BELIEVE MORE WEIGHKHT OUGHT T0 BE
GIYEN TO THE TEXT OF THE RESOLUTION AS IT NOW STANDS. THE
SRAZILIEN SVENDNONTS HAVE MADE IT MUCH LESS OBJECTIONABLE. [T
wAS CN THE BASIS OF THIS NEW TEXT THAT MY COLLEAGUES INFORMED
SPSENTINA AND OTHER SPONSCRS THAT WE wOULD SUPPORT IT. N
PARTICULAR. THE REFERENCES TO DE FACTO CESSATION OF HOSTILITIES
FND OTHE (NTENTICN OF THE PARTHNERS NOT TO RENEW THEM TAKES US A
GICD WAYS TOWAPDS THE r(RWAL RENUNCIATION OF HOSTILITIES WE
SO0TH HAVE BEEN WORRKING FOR. &LTAQUGH | wOULD AGREE WITH YOU
THAT THEY ARE NOT EQUIVALENT.

AT THE TiME OF THE VYOTE. CQUR REPRESINTATIVE WILL PUT
CLEARLY CN RECCRD OUR VIEWS THAT FORCE YUST NOT BE USED AGAIN
70 SOLVE THE DISPUTE. THAT THE UNDERLYING OUESTION OF
SOYEREIGNTY 1S NOT AND C2KNNOT BE PREIUDICED BY THE RESOLUTION,
“NDOTHAT THE ESPIRATIONS OF THE ISLANCERS MUST BE TAKEN (NTO
LCCCUNT.

| AM TRULY SORRY THAT WE DISAGREE ON THIS HMATTER AND FOR MY
PART WiLL DO EVERYTHING IN MY POWER TO MAKE SURE THIS
RESCLUTION IS K0T LEUSED. YOU MNAY BE CONFIDENT THAT THE UNITED
STATES WILL CCKRTINUE TO ABIDE BY THE JOINTLY SKARED PRINCIPLES
WHICH GUIDED BOTH OUR CRUNTRIES THROUGH THE FALKLANDS CRISIS TO
TS SUCCESSFUL CoZnCLUSION

WITH BEST WISHES.
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