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JO PRESS GUIDANCE November 2, 1982 

US VOTE ON THE F1\LK.LANO ISLANDS RESOLUTION 
IN THE UN GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

Q. How will the U.S. vot~ on the resolution the Argentines 
will submit to the General Assembly. 

A. We will vote for it. 
I o. ! Why? 

1\. We ~ave g'tYeA c:a~fnl cocside~-t 

rer.0h1tion ~nd have com--~ --c..,be conclusi.o•~- - -" pre~ 

form it does not prejudice the P.Osition of either party in the~ 

Falklands dispute. we ~~~~~e~ ";!:lat · tbe reso~ 

acknowledges that both partiPs have announced the intention not 

to resort to hostilities, that the resolctien does not prejudge 

· the sovereignty issue, and that tt reaffirms the need to take. 

the interests of the 

Q. Have the British been informed of the OS position? 

A. Of course, and we carefully explained to our British 

friends our reasoning for supporting the resolution. 

o. Do you think the resolution will spur the British to ,early 
resumption of negotiations on the dispute? 

A. We do not know. The resolution does not· impose any 

timetable for diccussions, but we believe and hope that both 

parties will begin a process that will ultimately resolve this 

dispute peaceably. 

' 



I 

Q. ln view of the British position not to resume early 
negotiations, does not the resolution in effect set a deadline 
by asking the Secretary General to report at the next General 
Assembly? 

A. This i~ not a negotiating deadline. As the Falklands has 

regularly been before the General Assembly, a status report on . 

developments is quite normal. 

Q. ~hy did the US decide to support the resolution? 

; 

A. *s I eai~, we Yo-Re~• £ind any·......,~..-i-'i'i""-t-t-~-■1-r~-

(Malut. . 
j>o~, 7,W 

al dr/t,f'f 
to tbe pesitiens ef eithet pa1t-y-. We a~ feel it to be t2fotu0,se~ 
important that this dispute b~ resolved by peaceful means and 

in accordance with the purpo~~s and principles oJhthe~ nited 

Nations Charter. Fore~ must nt'ver again be used t~ decide Lh<, 

outcome of the dispute. 



... 
, . 

ti',, 
Drafted:IO/UNP:EGrigg:lmg 
11/2/82 Ext. 20332 

WANG:0805O 
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QP IMME D 
DE RU EHC #6 937 3060300 
0 020 1592 NOV 82 
FM SECSTATE WA SHDC 

TO USMISSI ON USUN NEW YORK IMMEDIATE 3611 

INFO AM E MBASSY BUENO S AI RES IMMEDIATE 7016 
AMEMBASSY LOND ON IMMED I ATE 3247 

EXDI S 
E. 0. 12356: DECL: OADR 
TAGS: PER P, AR, UN , 
SUBJECT: US POSITION ON FA LKLANDS RESOLUTION 
REF : A. STATE 306086 

1. 'rPDIFIPStl+i ti,,.. - ENTIRE TEXT 

2. YOU AR E AUTHORIZE D, EFFECTI VE 5: 0 0 PM NOVEMBE R 1 , T O 
1 NFORM FOREI GN MINISTER AGUIRR E L ANARI , L ATI N AMERl CAN 
CO-SPONS ORS AN D OTHERS , AS APPROPRIAT E , THAT THE UN ITED 
STATES IS PREPARED TO VOT E FOR THE RESOLUTION ON THE 
F ALKL ANDS/MA LVIN AS QUESTION AS MODIFIE D ON OCTOBER 30 
~EFTEL). TEX T IN PARA 4 BELOW. 

3 . SEPTEL CONTAINS MES S AG E TO PRIME MINI STER T !A TCHER. 
IN ADDITION, WE WILL BE SENDING MESSA GE TO OUR EMBASSI ES 
IN LATIN AMERICAN P OSTS WHICH CO-SPONSORE D RESOLUTION . 

4 . - - THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 

HAV ING CONSi fJERE D T HE QtJESTl ON OF THE F ALKLAN D ISLANDS 
.,,1 ALVIN.l1S ), 

R~ ALIZING THAT THE MAIN·•- E NANC E OF COL ONIAL SITUATION 
1 S INCOMPATIBLE WITH TH E UNITED ~ATI ONS IDEAL OF UNIVER­
SAL PE ACE, 

-- RECALLING ITS RESOLUTIONS 1514 cxvj OF 14 DECEMBER 
1960, 206 5 cxxj OF 16 DECEMBER 1965, 3160 (XXVII I) OF 
14 DECEMBER 1973 AND 31/49 OF 1 DECE MBER 1976, 

RECALLING FURTHER SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTIONS 502 
(1982) OF 3 APRIL 1982 AN D 505 (1952) OF 26 MAY 1982, 

-- TAKING INTO ACCOUNT THE EXISTENCE OF A DE F ACT O CES­
SATION OF HOSTILITIES IN THE SOUTH ATLANTIC AN D THE IN­
TENTION OF NOT RESUMING THEM E XPRESS ED BY THE PARTIES, 

-- REAFFI RMI NG THE NEE D THAT THE P ARTIES TAKE DULY INT O 
ACCOUNT TH E INTERESTS OF THE POPULATION OF THE ISLANDS 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH RESOLUTION 3065 (XX) OF THE GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY, 

~i 
s ~ 
~ c5 
ci5 i ~ < 
fcl z 
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~ en 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
MESSAGE CENTER 

SECSTATE WASHDC 6937 DTG: 0201592 NOV 82 

-- REAFFIRMING THE PRINCIPLES OF THE CHARTER ON THE NON 
USE OF FORCE OR THE THREAT OF THE USE OF FORCE IN 
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND ON THE PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT 
OF INTERNATIONAL DISPUTES, 

1. REQUESTS THE GOVERNMENTS OF ARGENTINA AND OF THE 
UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND TO 
RESUME NEGOTIATION S IN ORDER TO FIND AS SOON AS POS­
SIBLE A PEACEFUL SOLUTION TO THE SOVEREIGNTY DISPUTE 
RELATING TO THE QUESTION OF THE FALKLAND ISLANDS 

(MAL VH4ASj . , 

2. REQUESTS THE SECRETARY GENERAL, ON THE BASIS OF 
THIS RESOLUTION, TO UNDERTAKE A RENEWED MISSION OF GOOD 
OFFICES IN ORDER TO ASSIS T THE PARTIES IN COMPLYING 
WITH THE REQUEST MADE IN PARAGRAPH 1 ABOVE TAKING 
ADEQUATE MEASURES WITH THAT AIM. 

3. REQUESTS THE SECRETARY-GENERAL TO SUBMIT A REPORT TO 
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY AT ITS THIRTY-EIGHTH SESSION ON 
THE PROGRESS MADE IN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THIS RESOLU­
TION., 

4. DECIDES TO INCLUDE IN THE PROVISIONAL AGENDA OF ITS 
THIRTY-EIGHTH SESSION THE ITEM ENTITLED "QUESTION OF 
THE F AL KL AND I SL ANDS (MAL VI NASj . " SHULTZ 
BT 

PSN: 04400 6 
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PAGE 01 OF 03 
SIT 300 

THE WHITE HOUSE 7645 
AN010322 

DTG : 022027Z NOV 82 PSN : 0'45014 
TOR: 306 / 19512 

DISTRIBUT I ON : Lf_ COMM RLPH SDO ADO / 005 

FL ASH 
DE WTE • 7645 3061951 
Z 02202 7Z NOV 82 
FM THE WHITE HOUSE 

TO CABINET OFF ICE LONDON 

SE ~ET VIA CABI NET OFFICE CHANNELS WH07645 

PL EASE DEL IVER IMMEDIATELY 

NOVEMBER 2. 1982 

D E C. R tU R G/~ R E T : 

I HAVE JUST RECEIVED YOUR MESSAGE AND WOULD L i~E TO 
R E S P O N D I M 1,1 E D I A T E L Y , G I V E N T H E I MP O R T A N C E O F T H E I S S U E T 0 

30 TH OF US . 1 

I F UL L Y u r; DE R S T J:. ND T ~A T NE GOT I AT I CNS / .. RE NOT ,;c CE PT AB L E 
TO YOU . HAVING JUST PAID SO YUCH IN BLOOD AND TREASURE TO REPULSE 
THE ARGENTINE INVASION. WE HAVE NO INTENTION TO PRESS YOU --
OR TO SEE YOU BE PRESSED INTO NEGOTIATIONS BEFORE YOU ARE 
RE.t1DY. EQUALLY , WE HAVE NO INTENTION TO TAKE A POSITION ON THE 
SU BST ~N CE OF THE MATTER THAT IS IN ANY WAY PREJUDICIAL TO YOUR 
PO SITION ON THE QUESTIONS OF SOVEREIGNTY AND SELF-DETERMINATION . 
IN DEED RESOLUTION 1514 CONTAINS STRONGER REFERENCES TO SELF­
DETE RMIN ATIO N TH AN IT DOES TO THE PRINCIPLE THE ARGENT I NES 
? R DC L P.. I M, " T E R R I T O R I AL I '.I T E G R I T Y . " 

fii 
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PAGE 02 OF 03 THE WHITE HOUSE 7645 DTG : 0220272 NOV 82 PSN: 045014 

MARGAR ET , MY COUNTRY HAS ALWAYS SUPPORTED YOU AN D ALWAYS 
WIL L IN DEFEATING ANY EFFORT TO SOLVE THE FALK LAN DS DISPUTE BY 
FORCE. YOU KNOW THAT WE HAVE ALWAYS BEEN NEUTRAL ON THE 
QUESTIO N OF SOVEREIGNTY. AN D WE HAVE ALWAYS FAVOR ED PEACEFUL 
SOLUTION OF THE ISSUE BY NEGOTIATION. I AM WELL AWAR E THAT IT 
WA S THE ARGENTIN ES THAT INTERRUPTED NEGOTIATIONS BY ATTACKING 
THE ISL ,!\ND S. BUT I DO NOT THINK THAT IN ITSELF IS REASON NOT 
TO SUPPORT A SOLUTION BY NEGOTIATIONS SOMETIME IN THE FUTURE. 
IT IS HARD FOR THE UNITED STATES TO HAVE ANY OTHER POSITION . 

READING YOUR MESSAGE , I BELIEVE MORE WEIGHT OUGHT TO BE 
GIVEN TO THE TEXT OF THE RESOLUTION AS IT NOW STANDS. THE 
BRAZI LIA N AM ENDMENTS HAVE MADE IT MUCH LESS OBJECTION AB LE . IT 
WAS ON THE BASIS OF THIS NEW TEXT THAT MY COLLEAGUES INFORM ED 
~RGENTINA AN D OTHER SPONSORS THAT WE WOULD SUPPORT IT. IN 
PARTICU LAR , THE REFERENCES TO DE FACTO CESSATION OF HOSTILITIES 
AND THE I NTENTION OF THE PARTNERS NOT TO RENEW THE M TAKES US A 
GOOD WAY S TOWAR DS THE FORMAL RENUNCIATION OF HOSTILITIES WE 
BOTH HAVE BEEN WORKI NG FOR , ALTHOUGH I WOU LD AGR EE WITH YOU 
THAT THEY AR E NOT EQUIVALENT . 

AT THE TI ME OF ,THE VOTE , OUR REPRESENTATIVE WILL PUT 
CLEARLY ON RECORD OUR VIEWS THAT FORCE MUST NOT BE USED AGAIN 
TO SOLVE THE DISPUTE, THAT THE UNDERLYING QUESTION OF 
SOVEREIG NTY IS NOT AN D CANNOT BE PREJUDICED BY THE RESOLUTION, 
t ND THAT THE ASPIRATION S OF THE ISLANDERS MUST BE TAKEN INTO 
ACCOUNT. 

I AM TRULY SORRY THAT WE DISAGREE ON THIS MATTER AND FOR MY 
PA.RT WI LL DO EVERYTHING IN MY PO WER TO MAKE SURE THIS 
RESOLUTIO N IS NOT ABUS ED. YOU MAY BE CONFIDENT THAT TH E UNITE D 
S T A T E S W I· L L C O N T I N U E T O A B I D E B Y T H E J O I N T L Y S H A R E D P R I N C I P L E S 
WHICH GUIDED BOTH OUR COUNTRIES THROUGH THE FALK LAND S CRISIS TO 
ITS SUCCESSF UL CONCLUSION. 

WITH BEST WISHE S, 
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November 2, 1982 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: WILLIAM P . CLARK ~ 
SUBJECT: Reply to Margaret Thatcher on the Falklands 

Mrs. Thatcher has sent you a second message on the Argentinian 
U.N. resolution on the Falklands. Her earlier message of 
October 25 objected to the original Argentinian resolution. 
This latest message says that even the revised version of 
the resolution is unacceptable to the United Kin dom and 
ur es the U.S. to vote a a·n 

the resolution, abstain. 

In addition to informing the U.K., we have told many Latin 
American countries that we will vote for the improved 
Argentinian resolution: there is no question now of changing 
our position. A reply for your signature at Tab I informs 
Mrs. Thatcher once again that we cannot support the British 
position that there should be no negotiations on the Falklands, 
and requests that our vote not raise a public division between 
the U. S . and the U. K. _j,9'. 

RECOMMENDATION 

OK NO 

That you approve the attached message to Mrs. 
Thatcher at Tab A. 

Tab A Letter to Thatcher 

SEC\ET 
\ 

DECLASSIFY ON: OADR 

I 

r·,._,,_-.. n.---1 J ·~ --<-=-~-=--
✓ 

DECLASSIFIED ,J.~+ 
NLRR fo I -O$S "7JzfFi' 

ev-'lL NA~ oAre•3/ z.4 I 11 i 



/ j Z,~ C,oD I,/;'' I ,,_,; ,' ~-1 (; ._ ' 

/ / ' 
,_)_,, .. ~~X:-· 

Dear Margaret: 

I have just received your message and would like to respond 

immediately, given the importance of the issue to both of us. 

I fully understand that negotiations are not acceptable to 

you, having just paid so much in blood and treasure to repulse 

the Argentine invasion. We have no intention to press you --

or to see you be pressed into negotiations before you are 

ready. Equally, we have no intention to take a position on the 

substance of the matter that is in any way prejudicial to your 

position on the questions of sovereignty and 

self-determination. ~~ t~is r9gar~ eur ewR e~eeialieto are 

.gi..it'i .i:W.Fe that no element of the tout uneere1:1ts yeur l'i9al 

p0sttion. Indeed Resolution 1514 contains stronger references 

to self-determination than it does to the principle the 

Argentines proclaim, wterritorial integrity.w 

Margaret, my country has always supported you and always 

will in defeating any effort to solve the Falklands dispute by 

force. You know that we have always been neutral on the 

question of sovereignty. And we have always favored peaceful 

solution of the issue by negotiation. I am well aware that it 

was the Argentines that interrupted negotiations by attacking 

the islands. But I do not think that in itself is reason not 

to support a solution by negotiations sometime in the future. 

It is hard for the United States to have any other position. 



Reading your message, I believe more weight ought to be 

given to the text of the resolution as it now stands. The 

Brazilian amendments have made it much less objectionable. It 

was on the basis of this new text that my colleagues informed 

Argentina and other sponsors that we would support it. In 

particular, the references to de facto cessation of hostilities 

and the intention of the partners not to renew them takes us a 

good ways towards the formal renunciation of hostilities we 

both have been working for, although I would agree with you 

that they are not equivalent. 

At the time of the vote, our representative will put 

clearly on record our views that force must not be used again 

to solve the dispute, that the underlying question of 

sovereignty is not and cannot be prejudiced by the resolution, 

and that the aspirations of the islanders must be taken into 

account. 

I am truly sorry that we disagree on this matter and for my 

part will do everything in my power to make sure this 

resolution is not abused. You may be confident t~at the United 

States will continue to abide by the jointly shared principles 

which guided both our countries through the Falklands crisis to 

its successful conclusion. 

With best wishes. 

Ron 
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• DEl,;LA!S~lt-lt:.U/~~ 
'NI.S Fol -o,:,~e?696Z- J•:ovc:nbe r l , 19 8 2 

~ NARA. DATE J.,lzi/.tC 
I hJVf'? r; i vt?n careful cons idr.ra tion to the issues raised by 

your let.lee of October 25. I understand · the importance to you 

of t:he Uni l.cd Nations rcsotuff.on __ on . the Falkland~, ~nd·~~prcciate 

your c,:>nccrns. 

Wh~n wn were first approached .by· the Argentine repre~cntativea 

on their pco1~~~~/ rcsoluti~~;t· l :i~e -~e:~ : clear our objection to 
-~.:-::: .· .. . ,·_ - . _:::_~-~·::'£ .. ...:,:~-:_ .. /:f:.:.. . . . . . - '·~:-.?~~ >--::;..~ir.::::~if .. '!_\·:·,.-. : ·.:·_ .. J • • _·..:~·-:·:= ·;·_· :\:_ .-. ~. -.: : ... ::_.__ ~ - • 

.:.._ ·_~u-ch of i t:s . ·,:ont.cnt. . They . were . the· same objections which your 
-:'·_~:-.. ftf.~~ ~---=; ·.; _::.. :c-·· . ·. :-:- ~ • .... =;~fff·_~i.~;.:;;~~--~ ->- -~-~~~::•: ~- ;:~~\Tf::~~-~-;¥~\i~:_:1~~f;~-~i;~1-~.::.;~:·:~:~?-~::i:j~t _-::-~· ·=.-~: -· .-· :~ ~:· · · .· _·-> :::--~ ··~::· 

· letter identifies~ :. We emphasi~ed - that: the .United States could ·· ., 
·. . ·-->~~ :·~-· , : · · . - : ·.:._.:/~ .. :.;-~·,·~ ~-~t~.~- \~.: :·:·: -.· . '.;-:: · :- ·.i_:···~-~~(\·.~~--~:y_::_./:~~1-}i.¥'~:~ .... }¥:.f:·~:··_.~. ~:;.~ ~. ·~\ .. ·:· .. _ · -:.-. /·?·:·.. : . · 

:· not accept ,'lny resolution . whicb _prejudged the questions of 
-~ ~ .... . . . /:·;~ ~..:. . . ' -. . . . . '. . : . : .-~ ·-~ -: ::· ·.:; ;_.~.:':}.~-:..::·-,_' <:·< ~ ~· ~-,;;;.:·· -. .'; :~· <: ~ . .. . . 
sovere lgnty or· the outcome of . any ·: negoti~t:ion. we · further stressed 

that we could not 5upport any rt?solution with unrealistic deadline■ 

on .negotiations or .other proc~s~~~~ -6~ ---~~aceful . s;ttlement. .. 0 

: .-._ · :-:. · · , · ;· -r·· -·~.r·-~ ··: , •. ,~ . - .. · : .. .-... ·.-.--: ·.·.:-~~'";.:tI?>-.'~ .--::·:;-::_~:·~~~~i~-:-~~f-".~ "' .~.-:'-.~ .. ~-.;~ .. .. _ .,.;~"'.'\ . ;..·; ~~; .. t ~:-=.-.: .. ~ .. -. . . :. .. . ... . · ,--.~ . -·-.. 
.. ·.:<~-·-:• A.rgcnt l~a / ho~e~~r ~ .. :: ~~w-:i;r~po~~.s"'.~:~~~-<3-~i~te r~f~ed"~es . to ·.~~· -_' ~;•. --~---~~,' 

~y~.:;:;~ :·~~~:· \;. ... ·:· ,.-.:._ ::~;~~~-~~~~~,~~~ ~--);:; Zi~f~~-~~{::.~~~~~~ 4:r~':~l'~~~~~:~~~~~-=~~::~:~ft,--:_:;_·~:'.'. ~-=j~-::~i,~~:::;,~§t;~"~ ~~3-~~-:­
:tL·. Non-Al 1.~n~d Move~n~ '.s :. .. c _o~uniques :-;wh1.ch . specif 1.~ally= ·prejudge · the ,-::,;:: .➔ -: \ .. :\~t 
~;~~.J~-:~~i;f: ~~--:: _:_ -:; .: :·: .· ; ·:-.--~~--~-:~Jff1:}t~$~~~;:~~~}:~?'~·~~! ~ :;:~:~~'%.,~-;:.#·.;~;.r.:~ ~~~~ ~~~~f ~~~:;.~~~·i;~~~~:~~ .t~ t~~!~· ~if;: ~ .. -·-~= :~=~- ~ / -~ : -~I~- ·-.--~·-·.~;r/:~:. ~\i·-~. \·~':.T 
. . . question of •sove·reignty~· to . reafff_m E:xpressly ·principles of . . the :~:~:.-:;·: - .:i:-:. 

.. . :·.:. ~· .. . -: .-.~\~·:.·~~\\~·:f:.~~--:·;_:.::~·-· ~ .. :' - ..... : -• . • 'f'- ... ..... . 

UN Charter concerning non-use · of_force in international relation■, 

and to make other changes which make the r~solution·· more moa~rate. 

While the revised version suggests _nego_tiations at ~nJ earlier C r~ther 

than later date, we do not consider this to be a strict deadline~ 

We conclude that the resolution in its revised form does not 
' 

legally prejudice the position of either party in the dispute. 

The United Kingdom is justifiably concerned that there waa 

no reference to the recent hositilities or to self~determination in 

the resolution. The most recent revisions to the draft expressly 

refer to the cessation of hostilities and the intention of the 

parties not to renew them, coupled with reaffirmation of the 

principles ~f non-use of force and peaceful resolution· of disputes. 



• 
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'!'he Un t lcd Gt.:.i tcs a:;sumes that any negotiations undertaken by the 

United Kin<Jrlom rind Argentina wr.,uld necessarily take _ into ..1ccount 

tha vi.,.:ws of t-.hc Falkland Isl;inders. The reference to Resolution 1514 

of t:he <~,:-ne?r-al Assembly u·nd~r:.sc:ores the principle of self-dcfermination, 

.:ind tho r.cv; :;,!d nra ft now <.?xpr'!.!'isly refers to the necessity of taking 

the inlur~sts of the Islanders into ac~ount. 

Our ~upport for your 

on our strong belief that 

position duri~g the ~stilities was baaed 

~i~:~~~e~ :;~ -:~t!:~·n: c~u~~;ies should be • . 
. •· .;•., .:· . 

·resolved peacefully and in., acco.rdance with . the purposes and principles 

of the United Nr1tions Charter. We continue to hold _that belie! and 

suppprt your position that any solution to the problem must be 
.; 

accomplished . . 
.rel~vant ·elements of .1.n the context of all the UN 0 

Charter. We do not believe, ho~:v~~~':· t~~~ : the: resol~tion, aa ... 
- ··-- -:~. ·- ·. _ , · .· ·-. _.·.·_ .:·.,.--::~-~>::.-.;; •···\:-~-:';-''.~.-- ,, _· ,:. ,;.,.:· __ ·_SJj/.._;1t..;_~'5/·J/:/ :~,~-:>-· ·-\ ·: ·_. - .· ·-• :-: : __ ,_::,; -_ _- -_ -·: · _ 
~-:- curre-~tiy writtc·n; prejudices that·_- position : and -consider that it 

. . -. •. . .. . :_ : 1_;. -· . .. _: ·;::-~ ·.- -·.,--: ~~ : . - ' .. .... ·. · .. ·. . -~. ~ ::~~-. : ~--: --~\ :_~ ·:: ~-~ ~-~ .. ~-.~ ... ":~t·-~:: .. ::~=- ~· -: ':'~. . . : .. .: ~~ :. ~-.:~ ... . -~ , .• 7 .:·· . ~ •. . . . . - -

is moderately positive inreaffirmlng the fundamental obligation■ 

of the Charter concerning the non-use of force. For these reasons 

we believe it reasonable now to vote for the substantially modified 

resolution. 

We understand your reluctance to enter into negotlati~na vhen 

loss of life remains f ·resh in 1:?veryone' s mind; we can appreciate 

your desire for a cooling off period and more concrete evidence 

from Argentina that it will not resort again to further use of 

force. Nevertheless, we believe it is important that the options 

of negotiations or other means of peaceful settlement not be 
particularly in light of the fact that the Government of 

foreclosed, /Argentina now suggesting negotiations is a different one from 
the one which launched the aggression. 

Margaret, I know how you have anguished over this conflict 

from the beginning. Your courage and leadership throughout ha·ve 



' . 

been a !;nurce of deep personal inspiration to me. I count it a• 
a privi l•?ge t:o have been able to support you and Britain at thia 

er it i.c,"l l . mom,mt. You may 

it all agaln tha same way. 

.• ,. !._.• • • 

···: ·t· .. :•.<a · .. ~ ..... 

. · . 
~ ,t:·,• .... ~: .. '-::.-~-. 

. \. : .. . • · - - . 

.. :· ~-~~=:~---.::· -~,,~-.. . . 

be ;sbsolutely conf iJent 
- ---~.. . . .... 0 

that I would do 

• 
Sincerely, 

, · 

. J ~I; :t~,J.~ : ·: <' ; ~:.: :::.::.-:.-:.::.-_--_--.... ··--: ~:.-\ t: . 
. . ~::·'! :·. ~ -r;-n.•. --=--,~ai•------------.... ------;.-----

~ -.. · . . .. :- . . : : 

· : ,•. ~·'-· ·--·-·- •· .... .. . . , . • • 1":'" ---

~- -- .!"I . 

., _____ -

· -

:·.-.: 
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.. The General Assembly, 

Having considered the question of the Falkland Islands (Malvinas), 

Realizing that the maintenance of colonial situations is incompatible 
with the United Nations ideal of universal peace, 

Recalling its resolutions 1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960, 2065 (XX) 
of 16 December 1965, 3160 (XXVIII) of 14 December 1973 and 31/49 of 
1 December 1976, 

Recalling further Security Council resolutions 502 (1982) of 
3 April 1982 and 505 (1982)of 26 May 1982, 

Taking into account the existence of a de facto cessation of 
hostilities in the South Atlantic and the intention of not resuming 
them expressed by the parties, 

Reaffirming the need that the parties take duly into account the 
interests of the population of the Islands in accordance with 
Resolution 1065 (XX) of the General Assembly, 

Reaffirming the principles of the Charter on the non use of force 
or the threat of the use of force in international relations and 
on the peaceful settlement of international disputes, 

1. Requests the Governments of Argentina and of the United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland to resume negotiations in 
order to find as soon as possible a peaceful solution to the 
sovereignty dispute relating to the question of the Falkland Islands 
(Malvinas)., 

2. Requests the Secretary General, on the basis of this resolution, 
to undertake a renewed mission of good offices in order to assist 
the parties in complying with the request made in paragraph 1 above 
taking adequate measures with that aim., 

3. Requests the Secretary General to submit a report to the General 
Assembly at its thirty-eight session on the progress made in the 
implementation of this resolution., 

4. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its thirty-eight 
session the item entitled "Question of the Falkland Islands (Malvinas).'' 



Dear Margaret: 

I have carefully read and pondered your second letter to 

me about the U. N. Resolution on the Falklands. I understand 

your concerns about the rights of the Falklanders, and an early 

resumption of negotiations. However, my reading of the revised 

version of the resolution is that it protects the interests of 

the inhabitants and does not prejudg~ the outcome of any ultimate 

negotiations and that as a consequence we should vote in favor of it . 

I am most concerned that the impact of the American vote 

in your country not be as drastic as you fear. The impact will 

depend in large measure on the public statements in both our 

countries. You can be assured that we will portray our vote 

as neither anti-British nor anti-self-determination, but as an 

expression of our basic policy that disputes be settled by 

peaceful means. I would hope that your spokesmen would not 

dramatize our vote as a dispute between our two countries. It 

is not. There is no question that the United States supports 

the United Kingdom when the chips are down. 

The Right Honorable 
Margaret Thatcher, M.P. 
Prime Minister 
London 

Sincerely, 

Ron 

IV 

DECLASSIFIED /~6l:> 
NLS fpl - OS-5 :fi.
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A.1rJ ➔ NARA, DATE ~r¾;/48' 



MEMORANDUM FOR 

SUBJE~ 

THE WHITE HOUS':: 

WASH I NGTON 

THE HONORABLE GEORGE P. SHULTZ 
THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

U.S. Public Cornrnent on the Falklands 
Resolution in the United Nations 

"· '·~ 
\, 

7592 

Attached is a copy' of a letter the President has sent to 
Mrs. Thatcher concerning the U.S. vote on the Falklands 
resolution in the United Nations. You will note that the 
President made assuranc~s to Mrs. Thatcher concerning the 
manner in which the United-.States would handle public 
comment on our vote. You a ·re requested to ensure that 

' responsible officials and spokesmen are aware of the 
President's cornrnitment on this score. (S) 

FOR THE PRESIDENT: 

Willi~ 

Tab A Letter to Mrs. Thatcher 

S~ET 

DECLASSIFY ON: OADR 
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?LEASE DEL IVER l ~~EDIATELY 

NOVEMBER 2. 1982 

D E t. R t,'. A P G A R E T : 

I HAVE JUST RECE i VED YOUR MESSAGE AND WOULD L :,E TO 
R E S P O N D I 1,1 I,\ E D I A T E L Y . G I V E N T H E I M P O R T .A. N C E O F T H E I S S U E T 0 

30iH OF US . 

I FUL L Y u'.:C ERS T,'...ND T~AT ~/EG OT I AT IG NS . .:.. RE 1'. 0 T ; ccEPT ; BLE 
TO YOU. HAVING J UST PA ID so •.i UC H IN BLOOD .!•.ND TREASURE TO REPULSE 
THE ARGENTINE INVASION . WE HAVE NO INTENTION TO PRESS YOU - -
OR TO SEE YOU BE PRESSED INTO NEG OT I AT IONS BEFORE YOU ARE 
R E.t1D Y. EQUALLY, WE HAVE NO INTENTION TO TAKE A POSITION ON T H E 
SUBST hN CE OF THE MATTER THAT IS IN ANY WAY PREJUDICIAL TO YOUR 
?OS I TIGN ON THE QUESTIONS OF SOVEREIGNTY AND SELF-DETERMINATION . 
IN DEED RESOLUTION 1514 CONTAINS STRONGER REFERENCES TO SELF­
DET ERM INAT IO N THAN IT DOES TO THE PRINCIPLE THE ARGENTINES 
r R D C L A I M, ., T E R R I T O R I AL I '.~ T E G R I T Y . " 
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MA RG ARET , MY COUNTRY HAS ALWAYS SUPPORTED YOU AND AL WAYS 
WILL IN DEFEAT I NG ANY EFFORT TO SOLVE THE FALKL ANDS DISPUTE BY 
FORCE. YOU KNOW THAT WE HAVE ALWAYS BEEN NEUTRAL ON THE 
QU ESTI ON OF SOVEREIGNTY . AND WE HAVE AL WAYS FAVORED PEACEFUL 
SOLUT IO N OF THE ISSUE BY NEGOTIATION. I AM WELL AWA RE THAT IT 
WA S THE ARGENT I NES THAT INTERRUPTED NEGOTIATIONS BY ATT ACK I NG 
THE ISL ANDS . BUT I DO NOT THINK THAT IN ITSELF IS RE ASON NOT 
TO SU PPORT A SOLUTION BY NEGOTIATIONS SOMETIME IN THE FUTURE. 
IT IS HA RD FOR THE UNITED STATES TO HAVE ANY OTHER POSITION. 

RE ADING YOUR MESSAGE , I BELIEVE MORE WEIGHT OUGHT TO BE 
GIVEN TO THE TEXT OF THE RESOLUTION AS IT NOW STANDS. THE 
BRAZIL IA N AMENDMENTS HAVE MADE IT MUCH LESS OBJECTI ONABLE . IT 
WAS ON THE BASIS OF THIS NEW TEXT THAT MY COLLEAGUES I NF OR MED 
;RG EN TINA AND OTHER SPONSORS THAT WE WOULD SUPPORT IT . IN 
PAR TI CULAR , THE REFERENCES TO DE FACTO CESSAT I ON OF HOSTIL I TIES 
~N D THE I NTENTION OF THE PARTNERS NOT TO RENEW THEM TAKES US A 
GO OD WAYS TO WARDS THE FORMAL RENUNCIATION OF HOSTILITIES WE 
BO TH HhVE BEEN WORKING FOR . ALTHOUGH I WOULD AGREE WITH YOU 
Tr.AT TH EY ARE NOT EQUIVALENT . 

AT THE Ti ME OF ,T HE VOTE , OUR REPRESENTATIVE WILL PUT 
CLE ARLY ON REC ORD OUR VIEWS THAT FORCE MUST NOT BE USED AGAIN 
TO SOLVE THE DISPUTE , THAT THE UNDERLY I NG QUESTION OF 
SO VERE IGNTY IS NOT AND CAN NOT BE PRE J UDICED BY THE RESOLUT I ON , 
! ND THAT THE ASP IRATIO NS OF THE ISL AN DERS MU ST BE TAKEN INTO 
ACCOUNT . 

I AM TRULY SORRY THAT WE DIS AGREE ON THIS MATTER AND FOR MY 
PART WILL DO EVERYTH I NG IN MY PO WER TO MAKE SURE THIS 
RES OLU TION IS NOT ABUSED. YOU MAY BE CONFIDENT TH AT THE UNI TED 
STATES WILL CONTINUE TO ABIDE BY THE JOINTLY SH ARED PRINCIPLES 
WHICH GUIDED BOTH OUR COUNTRIES THROUGH THE FALKL ANDS CRISIS TO 
ITS SU CCESSFUL CONC LU SION . 

WITH BEST WI SHES , 
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M I NARA, DATE ~ 

Dear Margaret: 

I have just received your message and would like to respond 

immediately, given the importance of the issue to both of us. 

I fully understand that negotiations are not acceptable to 

you, having just paid so much in blood and treasure to repulse 

the Argentine invasion. We have no intention to press you --

or to see you be pressed into negotiations before you are 

ready. Equally, we have no intention to take a position on the 

substance of the matter that is in any way prejudicial to your 

position on the questions of ~overeignty and 

self-determination. ~~ t~is rg9ar~ eur owA speeialis~s are 

.gui..tg .:1eHe that no element of the teut undereuts your lg9al 

p0sition. Indeed Resolution 1514 contains stronger references 

to self-determination than it does to the principle the 

Argentines proclaim, "territorial integrity." 

Margaret, my country has always supported you and always 

will in defeating any effort to solve the Falklands dispute by 

force. You know that we have always been neutral on the 

question of sovereignty. And we have always favored peaceful 

solution of the issue by negotiation. I am well aware that it 

was the Argentines that interrupted negotiations by attacking 

the islands. But I do not think that in itself is reason not 

to support a solution by negotiations sometime in the future. 

It i s hard for the United States to have any other position. 



Reading your message, I believe more weight ought to be 

given to the text of the resolution as it now stands. The 

Brazilian amendments have made it much less objectionable. It 

was on the basis of this new text that my colleagues informed 

Argentina and other sponsors that we would support it. In 

particular, the references to de facto cessation of hostilities 

and the intention of the partners not to renew them takes us a 

good ways towards the formal renunciation of hostilities we 

both have been working for, although I would agree with you 

that they are not equivalent. 

At the time of the vote, our representative will put 

clearly on record our views that force must not be used again 

to solve the dispute, that the underlying question of 

sovereignty is not and cannot be prejudiced by the resolution, 

and that the aspirations of the islanders must be taken into 

account. 

I am truly sorry that we disagree on this matter and for my 

part will do everything in my power to make sure this 

resolution is not abused. You may be confident that the United 

States will continue to abide by the jointly shared principles 

which guided both our countries through the Falklands crisis to 

its successful conclusion. 

With best wishes. 
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I·:ovc:nber 1, 19 82 

I h..tvn 'Ji vf"!n cc1reful ccnsidr.ra tion to the issues raised by 

your lct.ler of October 25. I understand · the importance _ to you 

of the Uni Led Nations rcsotuti.on on the Falkl~u1ds, ~nd·~~~~cciate 

your c,)nccrns. 

WhC'n wr? were first appr~ached • by· the Argentine repre~cntativea 
... ::.:. ! .. :<· ·:.~:::. "':·~·!.,_·. -~- .. " \. . . . 

on their lJro1~a-~d ·· rcsolutio~/">~ _·~d~ .-~~-'ri clear our objection to 
-:·:-.- • · ·· / - - .:.:_~ -~~·;t ·-:::.~4~ -.-t-- -· . _. ·- .· · -~ t'·t~:i ;.•~.--~;-::•~;.--~; '!Y; .- - •: :~~ ·• · .-_·i:· .:_;:.-:.·· .. .-;::~· --:·-.-:·.- ;: .. · · -. - - -

.:._· -~u-ch of it.s "~=~~t~ni'~ They ~ -_re "''tii"e•·s~e:·· objections which your 
-:··_,~-f-~f:~~ .. -.-=; ·.7 . :_ _,- · -:-. • _ • . .-·=~?~5-~1-~~~;?;~~ ·:. .... -~-r~~-·-: _-. ;_::~~~Jf::;.:_~:.-g~~}-<:1~1/-~~£~~::-f-·.:~~.-·:~··~~~:~_;-::l:j~:_: .--::-~· -~-·:·:-· _., ~~-~;: · ·:~ ··:-.: ··:.·· _ _. :-r· 

letter identifies~ : We emphasized · that- the United States could -, 
·. . .-. : ~~ --~.- , . - .-:~>- -;_· ~-~ ~ :t~_:_ :.:.: :: _ _ . · -__ _-.·.: ·~-~-9.(~--.~-·.::.:·_·\:.-/:~~1-}tj~:: ... -Y:. [:-;· .-: .-·_.: ~ ~'-_. ·_ · -: .. t _<-:·- - -

•· not accept .-iny· resolution . whicb _prejudged the questions of 
. .. . -_/:~~-- . .- . . : -: .. .- --.:: : .. /::-:..-:· __ ·- :·<~;;·•·;;; .. .. .. _· :_-~- ';.. .. .. 
soverel'gnty or· the outcome of . ariy ·:negoti~t:ion. we· further stressed 

that we could not =:.upport any rt:?soluti?n with unrealistic deadlines 
• . . ,: . . . ' . . . .' ·~:.,~- , . . 0 

on .negotia tlons or . other processes . of . peaceful . settlement. . , . 
--. -- •• · ; -: : - - _ 1 _· =·t: .. ~-~?·~··: -'=· ·~- - :· - ·--.--~·)_---:~-~~-~:!_:~:~~:j~i>·~ .. :;:1-:/~_1;;:·~..,~~~;r~ .. ,-, -~)~-i) _~,: ---- ·~~-:;~~~?-- ~~)-~?;.:·.;~~;::=~ -.. -_ -._ --· · --: ·.~~-,-: .. _:---- . --- -. 

. _. , ... · .. Argentina,:: however~" ·now proposes. to.;delete refejencea to· the·.·. , . _0 • •• 

~~;·-~-;t~~:·~;~: ~;. .... ·, .. :.:::~~{±.·~~'7~~,~-~~--:%; :~ :~~~~~~-~~~~-:~~~?.i.t~~!.r~%'~~:.~~~~~~::;;":;~:-~·~ft~":'.:"·:~~-:~-:.:~.i,~~;~!~~;~":=:~:~~~: 
:f: . .' Non-Al i'.:ln~d MovP.!f'Cn~ ' .s ~_.c~~uni'ques:;wh1.ch . specif1.~ally = ·prejudge ·_ the ,-::;(<::·::.:\1t 
_:::~~~~-:~~i=;._•~~~-- ::_:_ -:;~:~ : _· ~ ·.:.'·:~--~-'.~:½:1:}t~~~~~~0~~}~;?'.:~~~/~ --}~~~%.~~:~#-.~~;f=~~*-~T.:~i~\~:;.:;:~):~:~~~~i;t~!:!~-~~f_-~ ·. --\:_·:.~. ~/-~ .-.:~I~----~-~--~~·r/;:. ~:::·-~. \-~~~~ 
- . . question of .'sove·refgnty/ to . reaf ffm ~xpressly :principles of . . the ·:~;:.:::<.- · .:J;-: . 

. : ·.,. - • • ,.'. .. . - -- ~ - ~~ ·- : --~.:\ ~ .:~:-- ~-- ~•: .:_.~- ,:. _ _ ;_.' : _•. ~ _ ,.. • • T,. •• • • -: ' • 

UN Charter cr,ncer.ning non-use · of . force in international relations, 

and to make other changes which make the resolut:iori' more mod~rate. 

While the revised version suggests _neg°.tiations at ~nfearlier
0

~ather 

than later date, we do not consider this to be a strict deadline~ 

We conclude that the resolution in its .revised form does not 
' 

legally prejudice the position of either party in the dispute. 

The United Kingdom is justifiably concerned that there was 

no reference to the recent hositilities or to self~determination in 

the resolution. The most recent revisions to the draft expressly 

refer to the cessation of hostilities and the intention of the 

parties not to renew them, coupled with reaffirmation of the 

principles Qf non-use of force and peaceful resolution· of disputes. 
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The Un t t~d ;,tu tcs .~:;sumes that any negotiations undertaken by the 

United Kln<Joom nnd Argentina would necessarily take into ~ccount 

Lha vi.,.:ws of t.hc Falkland Isl;inders. The reference to Resolution 1514 

af the <~•?n~r-11 Assembly und~r:$t:ores the principle of self-dct'ermination, 

and the r.cvi :,,1d rlraft now r~xpr~:;sly refers to the necessity of taking 

the inLcn,sts of the Islanders into account • . .,. 
our support for your positionduri~g the ~stilities was based 

on our strong beli-~-f that ~i~:~~-te~<;~ -:~t~-~n: c~u~~;ies should be ' . 

·resolv~d peacefully and in., acco.rdance with . the purposes and principles 

of the United N~tions Charter. We . continue to hold_thatbelie! a.nd 

supp_ort your posit ion that any solution to the problem must be . . 
accompl ishcd in the context of al·l r _el~vant ·elements of t~ UN 0 

: <··-.. . _ .. ·-~ .. -. . \ • 
Charter. We do notbei'i.eve, however;· that .the· :tesol~tion, aa .. 

--· ,-. . :.; ... • . . < ~ . . .. · . . · .. . . -· . ..... · -::-; . .. -"-.: ... ,·· _ _. .:_.:;__. · .~;~;-~--··. ~~:...= ..... ~~:.,, ... :_::,·J: ... ·_. .- ·.·-..._ ,. _ · , _ .• _. ._ _- -·- ,·· ~ .. 
~-.-. -curre~tiy writf°cri1 pf~judiccs · th~i ·p~-~iticin :·and·_ consid~-; 'that it , -

• .. .. . · . • • . . . · _ . ... :~.· ···:·~~:-~-- ·· · ···: ~~ .·• . - ~ .. ·, . :.·. · · :~· ~.:: ~~ ·. :~- ·. ~/: .. ;.~:-. \ : .~ ~·:.'"·.~.·.~.·/·::::.::~ . : :: :~ .. : .. .: ~ . 1·.:· .. . ~~-· • .· - ~ .:·· · -=- .. - . ~---

is moderately positive in · reaffirming the fundamental obligation• 
.. ~ . -·-•'"I ·· - .... 

of the Charter concerning the non-use of force. For these reasons 

we believe it reasonable now to vote for the substantially modified 

resolution. 

We under,tand your reluctance to enter into ·negotlati~ns when 

loss of life remains fresh in everyone's mind; we can appreciate 

your desire for a cooling off period and more concrete evidence 

from Argentina that it will not resort again to further use of 

force. Nevertheless, we believe it is important that ·the options 

of negotiations or other means of peaceful settlement not be 
particularly in light of the fact that the Government of 

foreclosed, /Argentina now suggesting negotiations is a different one from 
the one which launched the aggression. 

Margaret, I know how you have anguished over this conflict 

from the beginning. Your courage and leadership throughout hdve 



:te:frHh .!t!.!lEL - -~-,c --.,·, ~ 

.. 
-3-

been a !;ource of deep personal inspiration to me. I count it aa ; 

a privi l•?ge t:o have been able to support you and Britain at this 
- - ...... ,.__, . • · · ◄ 0 

criti.cill. mcJmHnt. You may be ;ibsolutely confident that I would do 

it all ngaln the same way. 

~. ·: . : ...... . , .... . . ;. .•· 
. . · . . 

,· , 
_ .. • • . 

- .r :-.-.-;:.~:-:: . . 

• 
· sincerely, 

:.:/s<_ ~·:t;.;·!·~-. ~ ~-~~ \\~:~·'\:.: :~··=·==::::::_-_-~~-.- --_?~~--~ ;::-.. 
. :. :~-':. · : -~·-~,~ .. ------------------;-----. . . :·-·· 
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UNOFFICIAL TRANSLATION 

.. The General Assembly, 

Having considered the question of the Falkland Islands (Malvinas), 

Realizing that the maintenance of colonial situations is incompatible 
with the United Nations ideal of universal peace, 

Recalling its resolutions 1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960, 2065 (XX) 
of 16 December 1965, 3160 (XXVIII) of 14 December 1973 and 31/49 of 
1 December 1976, 

Recalling further Security Council resolutions 502 (1982) of 
3 April 1982 and 505 (1982)of 26 May 1982, 

Taking into account the existence of a de facto cessation of 
hostilities in the South Atlantic and the intention of not resuming 
them expressed by the parties, 

Reaffirming the need that the parties take duly into account the 
interests of the population of the Islands in accordance with 
Resolution 1065 (XX) of the General Assembly, 

Reaffirming the principles of the Charter on the non use of force 
or the threat of the use of force in international relations and 
on the peaceful settlement of international disputes, 

1. Requests the Governments of Argentina and of the United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland to resume negotiations in 
order to find as soon as possible a peaceful solution to the 
sovereignty dispute relating to the question of the Falkland Islands 
(Malvinas)., 

2. Requests the Secretary General, on the basis of this resolution, 
to undertake a renewed mission of good offices in order to assist 
the parties in complying with the request made in paragraph 1 above 
taking adequate measures with that aim., 

3. Requests the Secretary General to submit a report to the General 
Assembly at its thirty-eight session on the progress made in . the 
implementation of this resolution., 

4. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its thirty-eight 
session the item entitled ''Question of the Falkland Islands (Malvinas) ." 
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Dear Margaret: 

I have carefully read and pondered your second letter to 

me about the u. N. Resolution on the Falklands. I understand 

your concerns about the rights of the Falklanders, and an early 

resumption of negotiations. However, my reading of the revised 

version of the resolution is that it protects the interests of 

the inhabitants and does not p+ejudge the outcome of any ultimate 

negotiations and that as a consequence we should vote in favor of it . 

I am most concerned that the impact of the American vote 

in your country not be as drastic as you fear. The impact will 

depend in large measure on the public statements in both our 

countries. You can be assured that we will portray our vote 

as neither anti-British nor anti-self-determination, but as an 

expression of our basic policy that disputes be settled by 

peaceful means. I would hope that your spokesmen would not 

dramatize our vote as a dispute between our two countries. It 

is not. There is no question that the United States supports 

the United Kingdom when the chips are down. 

The Right Honorable 
Margaret Thatcher, M.P. 
Prime Minister 
London 

Sincerely, 

Ron 

DECLASSIFIETJ/~ 5~ 
NLS fo/ - Ob~"'-,Ztr; ~ O 

~ NARA. DATE t,I~&~ 



MEMORANDUM 

CONFID,J? TIAL 
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ACTION 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

November 2, 1982 

MEMORANDUM FOR WILLIAM P. CLARK 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

DE~AIR 

Reply to Mrs. Thatcher's Second Message on 
the Falklands 

Attached for your signature is a memorandum to the President 
forwarding for his approval a reply to Mrs. Thatcher's latest 
blast. 

The President's letter says that the United States will be 
careful in its public commentary on our vote not to offend 
British sensibilities. Attached for your signature is a memo 
to Secretary Shultz forwarding a copy of the President's 
letter and requesting him to ensure that responsible officials 
and spokesmen are informed of the President's wishes . .....(..&r 

RECOMMENDATION 

OK 

Tab I 
Tab II 

S~ RET 

NO 

That you sign the memorandum to the President at Tab I . 

That you sign the memorandum to Secretary Shultz 
at Tab II once the President approves the message 
to Mrs. Thatcher. 

Memo to President 
Memo to SecState 

IJeC SlflEO 

DEOLASSIFY ON: OADR 

NI.RR..E6 L , ocr; Fl-z" e,1 I 
CJ NARAOATE.3./~ /4 f , ... 
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MEMORANDUM FOR 

SUBJE~ 

THE WHITE HOUSI:: 

WASHINGTON 

THE HONORABLE GEORGE P. SHULTZ 
THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

U.S. Public Comment on the Falklands 
Resolution in the United Nations 

7592 

Attached is a copy 'of a letter the President has sent to 
... ' Mrs. Thatcher concer~ng the U.S. vote on the Falklands 

resolution in the United Nations. You will note that the 
President made assuranc~s to Mrs. Thatcher concerning the 
manner in which the Uniteck_States would handle public 
comment on our vote. You a·:Ee requested to ensure that 
responsible officials and spd kesmen are aware of the 
President's commitment on this' score. (S) 

FOR THE PRESIDENT: 

Tab A Letter to Mrs. Thatcher 

Willi~lark 

·~ \ 
\ 

S~T 
DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFY ON: OADR HIS 'fot-o £[ ~ 21q'-j!Z--

}{iJ.:L, NARA, DATE t/4:r/4/ 
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FLASH 
DE WTE #]6 45 3061 951 
Z 022027 Z NOV 82 
F M T H E WH I TE HOU S E 

TO CABINET OFFICE LONDON 

S E ~E T VI A C~-------~ 

PLEAS E DELIVER IMMEDIAT ELY 

DEAR MA RGARE T: 

NOVE MBE R 2. 1982 

I HAVE JUST RECEIVED YOUR MESSAGE AND WOUL D LIKE TO 
RESPOND IMMEDIATE LY , GIVEN THE IMPORTAN CE OF THE ISSUE TO 
BOTH OF US. 

I FULLY UNDERSTAND THAT NEGOTIATION S ARE NOT ACCEPTABLE 
TO YO U, HAVIN G JUST PAID SO MUCH IN BLOOD AN D TREASURE TO REPULSE 
THE ARGEN T I NE INVASION. WE HAVE NO INTENT I ON TO PRESS YOU --
OR TO SEE YOU BE PRESSED . INTO NEGO TIATIONS BEFOR E YOU ARE 
REA DY. EQUALLY, WE HAVE NO INTENTION TO U1KE A POS •l•TION ON TH E 
SUB ST ANCE OF THE MATTER THAT IS IN ANY WAY ~REJUDICIA L TO YOU R 
POSITION ON THE QUESTIONS OF SOVEREIGNTY AND SELF-DETERMINATIO N. 
INDEED RESOLUTION 1514 CONTAINS STRONGER REFERENCES TO SELF­
DETERMINATION THAN IT DOES TO THE PRINCIPLE THE ARGENTINE S 
PROCLAIM, "TERRITORIA L INTEGRIT Y. " 

ET 
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MARGARET, MY COUNTRY HAS ALWAYS SUPPORTED YOU AND ALWAYS 
WILL IN DEFEATING ANY EFFORT TO SOLVE THE FALKLANDS DISPUTE BY 
F ORCE . YOU KNOW THAT WE HAVE AL WAYS BE EN NE UT RA L ON THE 
QUESTION OF SOVEREIGNTY. AND WE HAVE ALWAYS FAVORED PEACEFUL 
SOL UT I ON OF THE I S SUE BY NE GOT I AT I ON. I AM WE L L A WARE THAT I T 
WAS THE ARGENTINES THAT INTERRUPTED NEGOTIATIONS BY ATTACKING 
THE ISLANDS. BUT I DO NOT THINK THAT IN ITSELF IS REASON NOT 
TO SUPPORT A SOLUTION BY NEGOTIATIONS SOMETIME IN THE FUTURE. 
IT IS HARD FOR THE UNITED STATES TO HAVE ANY OTHER POSITION. 

READING YOUR MESSAGE, I BELIEVE MORE WEIGHT OUGHT TO BE 
GIVEN TO THE TEXT OF THE RESOLUTION AS IT NOW STANDS. THE 
BRAZIL IAN AMENDMENTS HAVE MADE IT MUCH LESS OBJECTIONABLE. IT 
WAS ON THE BASIS OF THIS NEW TEXT THAT MY COLLEAGUES INFORMED 
ARGENTINA AND OTHER SPONSORS THAT WE WOULD SUPPORT IT. IN 
PARTICULAR. THE REFERENCES TO DE FACTO CESSATION OF HOSTILITIES 
AND THE INTENTION OF THE PARTNERS NOT TO RENEW THEM TAKES US A 
GOOD WAYS TOWARDS THE FORMAL RENUNCIATION OF HOSTILITIES WE 
BOTH HAVE BEEN WORKING FOR, ALTHOUGH I WOULD AGREE WITH YOU 
THAT THEY ARE NOT EQUIVALENT. 

AT THE TI ME OF THE VOTE. OUR RE PRE SE NTAT I YE WILL PUT 
CLEARLY ON RECORD OUR VIEWS THAT FORCE MUST NOT BE USED AGAIN 
TO SOLVE THE DISPUTE. THAT THE UNDERLYING QUESTION OF 
SOVEREIGNTY IS NOT AND CANNOT BE PREJUDICED BY THE RESOLUTION , 
AND THAT THE ASPIRATIONS Of THE ISL ANDERS MUST BE TAKEN INTO 
ACCOUNT. 

I AM TRULY SORRY THAT WE DISAGREE ON THIS MATTER AND FOR MY 
PART WILL DO EVERYTHING IN MY POWER TO MAKE SURE THIS 
RESOLUTION IS NOT ABUSED. YOU MAY BE CONFIDENT THAT THE UNITED 
STATES WILL CONTINUE TO ABIDE BY THE JOINTLY SHARED PRINCIPLES 
WHICH GUIDED BOTH OUR COUNTRIES THROUGH THE FALKLANDS CRISIS TO 
ITS SUCCESSFUL CO NCLUSION. 

WITH BEST WISHES, 

S ET 
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RON 
0500 

SC T 




