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DETAILS OF POSSIBLE UK PARTICIPATION AS REQUESTED IN REF A.
NOR CAN WE YET PROVIDE SPECIFIC INFORMATION ON DURATION

OF ANY PARTICIPATION AS SUGGESTED IN REF B. WHILE WE
CLEARLY DO NOT HAVE IN MIND AN "OPEN ENDED" COMMITMENT FOR
THE MNF, WE CANNOT IDENTIFY A DATE CERTAIN FOR MNF WITH-
DRAWAL AT THIS TIME. AS PLANNING PROCEEDS, WE WILL HAVE

A BETTER IDEA ABOUT THE PACE OF LAF IMPROVEMENTS AND THE
TIMETABLE FOR MNF PHASE QUT.

6. ALSO FOR LONDON: UK TRAINING AND SECURITY ASSISTANCE
wOouLD, OF COURSE. BE WELCOME. WE LOOK FORWARD TO COORDI-
NATING WITH

UK AS WELL AS WITH FRENCH, ITALIANS, AND OTHER CONTRIBU-
TORS IN EFFORT TO REBUILD THE LAF. SHULTZ
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EXDIS

E. 0. 12356: DECL: OADR

TAGS: PINT, PINS, MARR, MOPS, LE, IS, US, FR, UK

SUBJECT: MNF AND MILITARY ASSISTANCE: CONVERSATION WITH BRITISH

1. W~ ENTIRE TEXT!

2. BRITISH AMBASSADOR DAVID ROBERTS BROUGHT FOREIGN OFFICE
UNDERSECRETARY FOR MIDDLE EAST AFFAIRS, JOHN LEAHY, TO EMBASSY
TODAY, NOV. 4. LEAHY SAID THAT IN CONVERSATION EARLIER IN
MORNING WITH PRESIDENT AMIN GEMAYEL, GEMAYEL HAD NOT BROUGHT
P SUIRIFCT OF POSSIBLE BRITISH CONTRIBUTION TO MNF SO HE HAD

ATE

AND IF THE TIME CAME THE GUL WUULU Bkt 1IN 1UuULH wiimn Ava.
I TOLD LEAHY THAT WE UNDERSTAND THE BRITISH POSITION
COMPLETELY AND THAT WHILE WE AGREED THAT THEIR MILITARY
SOURCES WERE STRETCHED, THAT WAS TRUE OF ALL OF US., WE
HOPED THAT THE BRITISH, GIVEN THEIR OBVIOUS RECOGNITION
OF THE IMPORTANCE OF THE MNF IN BOTH RESOLVING LEBANON'S
PROBLEMS AND MAKING PROGRESS TOWARDS MIDDLE EAST PEACE,
WOULD IN THE END SEE THEIR WAY CLEAR TO SUPPLYING A
BATTALION. LEAHY SAID THAT HE DID NOT THINK A BATTALION
WAS GOING TO BE POSSIBLE BUT THAT, AT LEAST IN HIS
MINISTRY, PEOPLE WERE THINKING VERY POSITIVELY ABOUT THE
REQUEST.

3. LEAHY ALSO SAID THAT THE BRITISH WERE INTERESTED IN

THE POSSIBILITY OF GIVING SOME MILITARY TRAINING ASSISTANCE TO
THE LEBANESE AND ASKED WHAT WE WERE DOING. I TOLD HIM

THAT, AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE, WE WERE GOING TO BRING UP

TO AN OPERATIONAL LEVEL (70 PERCENT OF AUGHORIZED STRENGTH) FOUR LAF
BRIGADES PLUS THREE BATTALIONS. WE HAD AGREED EQUIPMENT

LISTS WITH THE LEBANESE TO ACCOMPLISH THAT. THE TOTAL

COST wOULD BE 145 MILLION DOLLARS OF WHICH: (A} 60 MILLION

WAS ALREADY PAID IN PIPELINE: B) 35 MILLION WAS

AVAILABLE IN UNUSED CREDITS; AND (C) 50 MILLION WwWOULD

COME FROM LEBANESE SOURCES. THE IMMEDIATE PROBLEM, I

STRESSED, WAS NOT MONEY BUT SPEED. THEREFORE, WE WERE

GOING TO BE TAKING SOME EQUIPMENT OUT OF OUR OWN STOCKS

AND SOING OTHER THINGS TO MOVE AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE
ADDITONALLY, WE wOULD SHORTLY BE PURSUING TALKS WITH
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THE LEBANESE ON AN EXPANDED ARMY OVER THE LONGER RANGE.

I FELT SURE THAT IN CONNECTION WITH THIS THE ADMINISTRATION
WOULD BE ASKING THE CONGRESS FOR A HIGHT LEVEL

OF FMS CREDIT THAT HAD BEEN AVAILABLE IN THE PAST,

BUT WE wOuLD BE HAPPY FOR OTHERS TO SHARE THE BURDEN.

THE LEBANESE HAD TOLD US THAT THUS FAR THEY HAD

COMMITMENTS ONLY FROM THE FRENCH AND THAT THOSE COMMITMENTS WERE
FOR REPARING MIRAGES AND SUPPLYING PATROL BOATS AND HELICOPTERS
I SUGGESTED THAAT THE BRITISH STAY CLOSELY IN TOUCH WITH US

AND SEE IF THERE WERE THINGS THEY COULD DO WHICH FIT IN

WITH WHAT WE WERE DOING. LEAHY READILY AGREED. HE WONDERED

IF THE FRENCH SHOULD NOT ALSO BE PART OF THE DISCUSSION. HE
THEN ANSWERED HIS OWN QUESTION BY SAYING IT WAS HARD TO GET

THE FRENCH TO COOPERATE SPECIFICALLY. I AGREED, NOTING THAT WE AND
THE FRENCH HAD COQPERATED VERY SATISFACTORILY THIS SUMMER, BUT
WHEN IT CAME TO SPECIFICS, AND PARTICULARLY TO MILITARY AID,

I SENSED RELUCTANCE ON THE PART OF THE FRENCH TO TALK WITH

UN IN A DETAILED WAY. I HOPED THAT THAT WwWOULD CHANGE

AND STRESSED THAT, DESPITE AN ANNOYING STYEL WHEN THE

FRENCH WERE BEING FRENCH, THEY HAD REALLY PLAYED A VERY
CONSTRUCTIVE ROLE THIS SUMMER AND ONE SHOULD KEEP THAT

IN MIND WHEN ONE WAS TEMPTED TO BE IRRITATED.

4. COMMENT: I AM SURE THE BRITSH WANT TO BE HELPFUL
WITHIN THE LIMITS OF THEIR RESOURCES. I HAVE ARRANGED
FOR AMBASSADOR DRAPER TO TALK TO LEAHY TOMORROW NIGHT TO
GIVE HIM AS FULL A FLAVOR AS DRAPER FEELS NECESSARY OF
THE LEBANESE-ISRAELI NEGOTIATIONS.

DILLON

BT
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