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MEMORANDUM 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

September 17, 1984 

INFORMATION 

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT C. McFARLANE 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

JACK MATLOCK 

New Poll Showing Contradictions in American 
Public Opinion Regarding Nuclear Arms Issues 

Attached at Tab I is a recent poll conducted by Yankelovitch 
regarding nuclear arms issues. The poll reveals that, with one 
major exception and several contradictory responses, the 
Administration's policies are pretty much in line with the views 
of the majority of the American public. For example, 82 percent 
believe that the Soviets are constantly probing for weakness, of 
which they are quick to take advantage. 

The one major exception is that 81 percent believe that the U.S. 
has a "no first-use" policy, while only 22 percent think it is 
current policy to use nuclear arms in event of a conventional 
Soviet invasion of Japan or Europe. 

Yankelovitch's poll points out the contradictory stands that 
Americans may take. For example, while 74 percent think that 
on-site inspection is necessary for a good arms control agreement, 
56 percent think that foolproof verification is not necessary to 
sign an agreement. Such contradictory answers arise, basically, 
from the way in which the pollster's questions are couched. 

The bottom line is that it is necessary, when presenting Adminis­
tration policies to the public, to stress that the same points 
which Americans staunchly support are used in the formulation of 
policy. 

Attachment: 

Tab I Poll on Nuclear Arms Issues 



82% believe that the Soviets are constantly testing us, probing for 
weakness: and they're quick to take advantage whenever they find any 
( 82% to 14%). 

89% believe there can be no winner in an ·all out nuclear war, both-the 
U.S. and the Soviet Union would be completely destroyed (89% to 9%). 

92% believe that if the C.S. had a bigger nuclear arsenal than the 
Sov.i.ets, they would keep building until they cal.\::,rrht up ( 92% to 5%). 

90% believe that both we and the Soviets now have enough weapons to blow 
each other up several times over (90% to 4%). 

83% believe that a limited nuclear war is nonsense: if either superpower 
were to use nuclear weapons, it would tw'n into all out nuclear war 
( 83% to ·13%). 

84% believe that building new weapons just to have "bargaining chips" 
doesn't work. ¼hat usually happens is the Soviets build one to match us 
( 84%, to 11%). 

85% be lieve nuclear ,,,eapons can never be abolished because the know]edge 
to make them will always exist (85% to 13%). 

85% believe that jn the past, countries could settle their differences 
by going to wc1r. :Jut in a nuclear age, the U.S. and the Soviet Union 
must never settle their differences by going to war (85% to 13%). 

76% believe the U.S. has to accept some of the blame for the tension that 
has plagued U.S. -Soviet relations in recent vears ( 76% to 16%). 

SJ% believe our experience with communist China proves that our mortal 
enemies can quick]y turn into countries we can get along with (83% to 12%). 



FOUR AREAS OF PUBLIC CO~'FUSIO~ AND COKFLICT 

1. ABOUT U.S. POLICY 

81% say it is current U.S. poi'icy to use nuclear \,·eapons against the 
Soviets "if and only if they attack the U.S. first \•,i th nuclear weapons:" 
only 22% say it is current policy to use nuclear weapons agail)st the 
Soviets "if they invade Europe or Japan with soldiers and tanks , even 
if they don't use nuclear weapons." 

2. ABOUT WHAT WEAPONS WE lll'EED 

71% say the U.S. should continue to 
develop new and better nuclear 
weapons because technological 
breakthrol-loah.s might make those we 
have now obsolete (71% to 26%). 

BUT 

ABOUT WHAT ARMS AGREE."-lE1'TS WE SHOULD MAKE 

74% say that unless the Soviets 
agree to on-site inspection , we 
"·ould refuse to sign any arms con­
trol treaty with them ( 7 4% to 22%) . 

BUT 

4. ABOUT HO\\' TO COlliTER TI-IE THREAT OF COM'filNISM 

46% say \\'e should weaken the 
Soviets at every opportunity 
because anything that weakens 
our enerrues strengthens us (46% 
to 48%). 

46% say the U. S. should use mili­
tary force if necessary to pre­
vent communist revolutions in 
ot her countries (46% to 44%). 

55% say it would be an accept­
able risk for the U.S. to expand 
trade with the Soviets , even if 
that made them stronger and more 
secure (55% to 40%). 

BUT 

BUT 

BUT 

50% say the U.S. would be 
safer if we spent less ti.mE­
and effort building up our 
mili t ary strength and more 
on negot iating with the 
Soviets (50% to 22%). 

56% say it would be an 
accept able risk to sign an 
arms control agreement '1,--i th 
the Soviets even if foolprc,of 
verification can't be guarc.n-

1 ( 56% to 40%) . 

63% bel ieve we should not 
weaken the Soviets at e\'ery 
opport unity because if \,·e ,,eaken 
them too much they may becurne 
more dangerous , like corner~d 
rats (63% t o 29%) . 

53% be lieve the U.S. would be 
safe1 if we s t opped trying tc 
prevent the spread of 
communism and learned t:o li \'e 
with them the way we li \'e ,,,it h 
China and Yugoslavia ( 5~~ to 
22%) . 

56% disagree that it huu.ld 
be accept able to take a fri endly 
and more conciliatory 
approach, even if that gan, 
them an opportW1ity to expand 
communist influence around the 
globe (56% to 38%). 
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