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SUBJECT: DALY MEDIA REAGTION REPORT

(GUARD I ANY

TEXT:

1. EAST-YEST EXCHANGES.

THE L 1BERAL GUARDIAN’S MOSCOW CORRESPONDENT FILED THIS
REPORT: “THERE WAS A PRIVATE EXCHANGE OF LETTERS BETMEEN
PRESIDENT REAGANA AND THE SOVIET LEADER, MR. CHERNENKO,
DURING THE NEGOTIATIONS LEADING UP TO THE GENEVA ACCORDS,
OFFICIAL SDVIET SOURCES HAVE CONFIRMED

"THE SOURCES WOULD NOT COMMENT ON THE CONTENTS OF THE
LETTERS, BUT STRESSED THAT THEY HAD PLAYED A VITAL ROLE IN
THE OVERALL STRUCTURE OF THE NEGOTIATIONS. ‘WHENEVER YOU
HAVE DIRECT COMMUNICATKONS BETWEEN WEADS OF STATE, IT IS

DTG: 1611287 JAN 85 PSN: 013610

GOTHG TO BE IMPORTANT,” OWE SOVIET OFFICIAL SAID
"WESTERN DIPLOMATS IN MOSCOW ADDED THAT THEY HAD KNOWN
THAT U, S.-SOVIET TALKS HAD BEEN TAKING PLACE OM MIDDLE
EAST PROBLEMS, AFGHANISTAN, AND SOUTHERN AFRICA. THE
TALKS, AT A SENIOR D{PLOMATIC LEVEL, BEGAN AFTER THE
HEETING BETWEEN PRESIDENT REAGAN AND THE SOVIET FOREIGN
MINISTER, MR. GROMYKO, IN WASHINGTON LAST SEPTEMBER.

"THEY WERE AIMED AT ENSURING THAT REGIONAL CRISES DID NOT
GET OUT OF HAND FOR LACK OF SUPERPOWER COMMUNICATION. BUT
THERE ARE INDICATIONS THAT THE SECRET DIPLOMACY WENT
FURTHER, WITH THE UNITED STATES NOW ACCEPTING FOR THE
FIRST TIME IN YEARS THAT THE SOVIET UNION HAS A LEGITIMATE
AND USEFUL ROLE 1IN THE MIDDLE EAST; AND THE SOVIET UNION
AT LEAST IS DISCUSSING THE AMERICAN VIEW ON AFGHANISTAN

"THE CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN THE SOVIET UNION AND AMERICAN
LEADERS, AND THE TALKS ON REGIONAL MATTERS, SUGGESTS THAT
SUPERPOWER RELATIONS ARE RATHER WARMER THAN EVEN THE
HOPEFUL ACCORD REACHED IN GENEVA WOULD SUGGEST...*

THE LIBERAL GUARDIAN’S WASHINGTON CORRESPONDENT ALEX
BRUMMER REPORTED: "“THE RECEIVED WISDOM HAS LONG BEEN THAT
THE THIRD WORLD WAR WILL START IN SOME REMOTE CORNER OF
THE GLOBE RATHER THAN IN THE MORE OBVIOUS EUROPEAN AND
ASIAN THEATRES. 1T IS THEREFORE ENCOURAGING TO DISCOVER
THAT EVEN IN THE CURRENT FROSTY ERA OF U.S.-SOVIET
RELATIONS THE SUPERPOWERS HAVE EMBARKED ON A D|ALOGUE
WHICH GOES BEYOND THE MUCH PUBLICISED ARMS CONTROL AND
SPACE WEAPONS AGENDA...

"U.S. OFFICIALS ARE GENERALLY AGREED HOWEVER THAT ALTHOUGH
THERE HAVE BEEN USEFUL CONVERSATIONS ABOUT THREE |MPORTANT
AREAS OF THIRD WORLD TENS{ON--THE GULF, SOUTHERN AFRICA
AND CENTRAL AMERICA--THE MOST DIFFICULT PROBLEM REMAINS
AFGHANISTAN WHICH PRESIDENT REAGAN RECENTLY CITED AS A

' SERIOUS IMPEDIMENT’ TO IMPROVED RELATIONS WITH THE
KREMLIN. THE SECRETARY OF STATE, MR. GEORGE SHULTZ,
SOUGHT TO RAISE THE MATTER IN THE °FRINGES’ OF GENEVA,
AROUND THE COCKTAIL TABLE, BUT RECEIVED VERY LITTLE CHANGE.

"DESPITE THIS CONTINUED BARRIER TO IMPROVED RELATIONS
BETWEEN THE SUPERPOWERS THE MESSAGE FROM FOGGY BOTTOM IS
BROADLY HOPEFUL. THE STATE DEPARTMENT IS CLEARLY TAKING
SERIOUSLY PRESIDENT REAGAN’S INSTRUCTIONS TO ENGAGE THE
BT
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