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JUNE 13, 1985

DROPBY MEETING OF

U, SENIOR STATESMEN
IN HONOR OF GENERA H

S.A
LJ . DOOLITTLE

AMEs
I WANT TO WELCOME ALL OF YOU SENIOR
STATESMEN TO THE WHITE HOUSE AND TO THIS
VERY SPECIAL OCCASION IN HONOR OF JIMMY
DOOLITTLE., WE WANTED TO PROMOTE GENERAL
DOOLITTLE TO FOUR-STAR RANK IN FRONT OF MANY
OF HIS FORMER COLLEAGUES. I WAS GOING TO
SAY PEERS, BUT JIMMY HAS FEW PEERS WHEN WE
CONSIDER ALL OF HIS ACCOMPLISHMENTS.
WITH THIS PROMOTION TODAY, HE NOT ONLY
RECEIVES LONG-OVERDUE RECOGNITION FOR HIS
MANY CONTRIBUTIONS TO MODERN AIRPOWER,
HE BECOMES THE FIRST RESERVE FOUR-STAR
GENERAL IN THE AIR FORCE,
FEW AMERICANS HAVE HAD A PROFESSIONAL
LIFE SO FILLED WITH ACHIEVEMENTS.
TODAY I‘LL TOUCH ON JUST A FEW,



-2 -

JIMMY DOOLITTLE LAID THE FOUNDATION FOR
ATRPOWER AS WE KNOW IT TODAY, PROVED THE
VALUE OF HIS IDEAS AS A COMBAT LEADER,

AND HAS BEEN A CAPTAIN OF INDUSTRY AND
STRONG SPOKESMAN FOR NATIONAL SECURITY.

HE IS ONE OF OUR MOST COURAGEOUS,
ADVENTUROUS, AND BRILLIANT AIR PIONEERS.
HE MADE THE FIRST CROSS-COUNTRY FLIGHT IN
SEPTEMBER 1922 -- TAKING LESS THAN 24 HOURS
TO GO FROM FLORIDA TO CALIFORNIA. SEVEN
YEARS LATER, HE FLEW THE FIRST COMPLETELY
INSTRUMENTED FLIGHT, HIS PIONEERING EFFORTS
PROVED THAT AIRPLANES HAD AN IMPORTANT JOB
TO DO AND STIMULATED AN AVIATION INDUSTRY
THAT WAS STILL IN ITS INFANCY.

AS AMERICA WAS GEARING UP FOR WORLD
WAR 11, JIMMY WAS LARGELY RESPONSIBLE FOR
THE CONVERSION OF OUR AUTOMOBILE PLANTS TO
THE MANUFACTURE OF AIRPLANE PARTS,
MAKING AMERICA THE ARSENAL OF DEMOCRACY.
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THEN ON APRIL 18TH, 1942,
JIMMY DOOLITTLE AND HIS RAIDERS FLEW FROM
THE PITCHING DECK OF THE U,S.S. HORNET TO
CARRY THE PACIFIC WAR TO THE JAPANESE
HOMELAND., IN SIMPLE TERMS, THE “DOOLITTLE
RAIDERS” REVITALIZED AMERICA’s FIGHTING
SPIRIT,

WHEN JIMMY RETURNED TO
WASHINGTON, D.C., HE WAS IMMEDIATELY WHISKED
OFF TO MEET PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT WHO INFORMED
HIM THAT HE WAS TO BE AWARDED THIS NATION’s
HIGHEST AWARD FOR HIS VALOR,

~IN SEPTEMBER 1942, JIMMY TOOK COMMAND

OF THE 12TH AIR FORCE IN NORTH AFRICA
FIGHTING ROMMEL’s AFRICA CORPS,
AFTER COMMANDING THE 127H, HE TOOK OVER THE
15TH AIR FORCE AND CARRIED THE AIR WAR INTO
AXIS ITALY AND GERMANY FROM THE
MEDITERRANEAN THEATER,
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IN 1944 HE ASSUMED COMMAND OF THE
8TH AIR FORCE AND LED IT IN THE STRATEGIC
BOMBING OF GERMANY. AFTER THE GERMAN
SURRENDER, HE FINISHED THE WAR IN THE
PACIFIC COMMANDING THE TRANSFERRED
8TH AIR FORCE,

JIMMY RETURNED TO INACTIVE STATUS AFTER
THE WAR -- AND TO THE SHELL OIL COMPANY.
HE HAS BEEN A SENIOR EXECUTIVE OFFICER BOTH
WITH SHELL AND MUTUAL OF OMAHA. DURING THIS
TIME JIMMY HAS BEEN ONE OF THE MOST ACTIVE
OF ALL THE AIR FORCE SENIOR STATESMEN.
HE HAS EDUCATED MANY OF THE AIR FORCE's
SENIOR LEADERS THROUGH HIS LECTURES AT
AIR FORCE PROFESSIONAL SCHOOLS AND THROUGH
HIS WILLINGNESS TO PARTICIPATE IN A HOST OF
STUDIES AND CONFERENCES. |
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WE HAVE NEVER LET JIMMY REST -- EVEN DURING
THIS CONFERENCE HE 1S CONTRIBUTING TO THE
FUTURE OF THE AIR FORCE, WORKING WITH

DICK (conE), BENNIE SCHREIVER, TOM MARSH,
AND SAM PHILLIPS ON AN ORAL HISTORY ON

AIR FORCE RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT OVER THE
LAST 50 YEARS,

IT IS VERY APPROPRIATE THAT A GRATEFUL
NATION RECOGNIZE ONE OF AMERICA‘s GREAT AIR
PIONEERS, COMBAT LEADERS, AND SPOKESMEN FOR
NATIONAL SECURITY,

BEFORE 1 PIN ON THIS LONG-OVERDUE STAR,
1'D ALSO LIKE TO THANK SENATOR BARRY
GOLDWATER FOR HIS PART IN MAKING THIS
CEREMONY POSSIBLE TODAY. AND I ALSO WANT TO
RECOGNIZE ANOTHER GREAT AVIATOR WHO IS
UNABLE TO BE WITH US TODAY. GENERAL

IRA (AKER).
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HE, TOO, RECENTLY PINNED ON HIS FOURTH STAR.
MRS. (AKER), WOULD YOU PLEASE PASS MY
CONGRATULATIONS ON TO THE GENERAL.

NOW, BARRY, IF YOU AND JIMMY WILL STEP

FORWARD, WE’LL GET JIMMY PROMOTED.
(PIN ON FOURTH STAR)

JIMMY, WHEN GENERAL GEORGE PATTON

RECEIVED HIS FOURTH STAR, HE GAVE YOU A SET
OF FOUR-STAR INSIGNIA BECAUSE HE KNEW YOU
WOULD SOMEDAY GET YOUR FOURTH STAR.
I HAVE THOSE STARS HERE TODAY, AND I WANT TO
RETURN THEM TO YOU WITH YOUR NATION’s GREAT
GRATITUDE FOR ALL THE CONTRIBUTIONS YOU HAVE
MADE TO OUR WAY OF LIFE.

(PRESENTATION OF PATTON STARS)

##A
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