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RUEHJM/AMCUNSUL JERUSALEM IMMEDIATE 4875

8T
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EXDIS

NEA FOR AMBASSADOR LEWIS; BEIRUT FUR AMBASSADUR HABLB
.0, 12065: RDS=1s 3 6/17/02 (BRUWN, WILLIAM A,) UR-M
TAGS: MILI, MDPS, PEPR, PGUV» PINT, LE, IS, uUS, PLO
SUBJECT: HABIB MISSIUN: RESULVING THE WEST BELRU1 AND
- OTHER PROBLEMS )
REF: A. BEIRUT 4241, B, STATE 106587, (. BEIRUI 4242
l. SFEREF - ENTIRE TEXT.

. DURING A CALL ON KIMCHE AND BAR-UN ON THE AFTERNOUN
UF JUME 17, THEY INFURMED ME THA| THE CABINET WAS
MEETING IN SPECIAL SESSIUN STARTING AT 1600 LOCAL

10 CONSIDER A RECUMMENDED REPLY FRuM BEGIN IN NEW YURK
f0 THE SECRETARY UN THE SECRETARY'S MESSAGE CUNTALINED
IN REF B, THE CABINET WUULD SEND BEGIN ITS CUNSIUDERED
RECOMMENUDATIGNS AND PUSSIBLE UPTLIONS FUR HIM TU PUNDER
BEFORE HE GAVE THE SECREIARY THE FINAL REPLY,

3. KIMCHE THEN GAVE ME A READ{U| UF SHARON'S MEE1ING
WITH ABNDU ATTENDED UN THE ISRAELI SIDE BY KIMCHE AND
UMI SAGI THE PREVIOUS NIGHT. IT TRACKED REMARKABLY
WELL WITH THAT UF REF C:

== SHARON UPENED BY STRESSING THAT ISRAEL wWANTED NOI

A SINGLE CENTIMETER UF LEBANESE (EKRITURY AND DESLIRED
10 SEE A FREE INDEPENDENT LEBANON wITHUUT ANY FUREIGN
IROOPS, IT WAS COMPLETELY UP TG THEM WHAT SURT UF
LSRAELI HELP THEY DESIREU, THE PRIMARY ISKAELI
PROBLEM WAS THE PLO TERRURISTS, MUREOVER, AS LUNG

AS THE SYRIANS WERE IN OR HAD ACCESS TU BEIRUT,

IHE GOL WOULD NEVER BE TRULY FREFE.,

%— ABDU SAID THE GOL LEAUERSHIP HAU LTS OWin PLANS
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MESSAGE / ANNOTATION:®

BUT NEEDED ISRAELI KELP, AFTER KENDERING GREAT
PRAISE TU THE IDF OPERATION, HE SAID THAT 1T WuuLb
TAKE AT LEAST SIX MONTHS BeFURE THE LAST FUREIGN
ARMED FORCES LEFT LEBANESE TERRITORY AND THE LEBANESE
HAD AN OPPURTUNITY TO IMPLEMENY TRULY IMDEPENDENT
DECISIONS, IF THE PLU REMAINED IN BEIRUT THE NEW
SCENARIQS WQRULD SIMPLY NUT WURK, AMUNG OTHER THINGS,
[HE PLU WOULD INFILIRATE SUUTH FROM BELRUT EVEN IF
PHERE WERE A MULTINATIONAL FURCE IN PLACE, THE
LEBANESE HAD TG FORM A NEW GUVERNMENT AMD ACHIEVE
IHE PRIMARY GOAL WHICH WAS THE ELECTION OF A
PRESIDENT WHU COULD HANDLE MATTERS STRUNGLY AND

"WE ALL KNOW"™ THAT THIS 1S BASHIKR, SARKIS LIKEgS
BASHIR AND WOULD HELP HIM, BUT NEEDS MUSLIM SUPPURT
AS WELL AS ISRAELI ASSISTANCE, WHAT IS NEEDED IS

A POLITICAL-MILITARY SOLUTION FOR BELRUT, SUCH THAT
THE PLG IS DISARMED AND THE PALESTINIANS ARE BROUGHI
INTO A "POLITICAL SITUATLION." LATER (AFTER BASHIR

| AKES UVER AS PRESIDENT) THE GUL CAN MUVE TOwAKD

A FORMAL PEACE PRUCESS WI(TH ISRAEL,

-—- SHARON WONDERED +OW LUNG THAT PRNOCESS WUULD

TAKE. HE REQUESTED THAT THE GUL REDUCE THE PRESSURE
UN OTHER GUVERNMENTS REGARUING AN IMMEDIATE [SKRAELI
WITHDRAWAL. THE SYRIANS CUULD NUT BE PERMITTED TU
KETURN Tu BEIRUT, T1IME WAS VERY LIMITED. THE
LSRAELI CABINET HAD TAKEN A DECISIUN NUT Tu ATTACK
BEIRUT, AS SOON AS APPRUPRIATE, THE GUL CuUULD IAKE
UVER BEIRUT AIRPORT,

-~ ABDU STATED THAT THE GOL DID NOT WANT THE ISRAELL
IO WITHDKAW QUICKLY. AS AN EXAMPLE, HE POINTED UUT®
JHAT WHEREAS THE LEBANESE CABINEI! NORMALLY MEETS

UN WEDNESDAYS, SARKIS» FEARFUL THAT SOME MUSLIM
MEMBERS UF THE CABINET WUULD REQUEST IMMEDIATE
LSRAELT WITHURAWAL, HAD CANCELLEUD THE CABINET
MEETIMG FOR THIS WEEK. 1HE GOL NEEDED TIME. FURIY
YEARS OF MUSLIM INFLUENCE COULO NOT BE OVERCUME IN

A FEW DAYS. REGARDING THE SYRIAN PRESENCE, SARKIS
WAS AFTER ALL CUMMANDING OFFICER OF THE ADF., IN IHE
PAST, HAL HE REQUESTED AN ADF WITHURAWAL THE SYRLANS
WOULD HAVE RESURTED TO A BUMBARDMENT. NOW SARKIS
WAS IN A POSITIUN WHERE HE CUULD ORDER THE ADF TU
MOVE TU THE BEKAA AND/OR NURTHERN LEBANON, AT THAT
TIME (UNSPECIFIED) HE WOULD ALSO ASK FUR ISRAELI
WITHDCRAWAL WITHOUT, HUWEVEK, SETTING A TIME LImIT.
AS FQOR SYRIAN CALLS FUR UISENGAGEMENT BETWEEN
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IHE ADF AND IDF, IT SHOULD BE DFALT WITH A LEBANESE
MATTER THRUUGH SARKIS AS Ciu UF THE ADF,
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~— HERE THE DMI SAGl PRESSED ABDU FOR AN ATTACK

UN THE LEGITIMACY OF THE ADF.

~- ABDU RESPUNDED THAT LEBANUN WAS HALF MUSLIM

AND DECISIONS HAD TO BE SHARED WlTh MUSLIM LEADERS,
THE PLO MUST BE DISARMED AND THE PALESTINIANS CHANNELED
INTO A PULITICAL ORGANIZATION, LATER, THERE CuULD
EVGLVE A SITUATION WHEREBY PALESTINIANS BECAME
"INHABITANTS WITHOUY POLITICAL ALMS."™ MEANWHILE
IHE ISRAELIS SHOULD STAY PUT UNTIL THE SITUATIUN
WAS SUFFICIENTLY RESTUREUs EeGes A NEW GOVERNMENT
FORMED, THE PALESTINIANS DISARMEU. ABDU HAD SAID
IHIS TU HABIB AS WELL AS THE FRENCH, ITALIAN, GERMAN
AND BRITISH AMBASSAUORS, MEANWHILE, SARKIS HAD
VECIDEU TO APPOINT THREE LAF OFFICERS TN NEGUTIATE
UIRECTLY WITH IDF OFFICERS UN LOCAL TACTICAL AKRANGE-
MENTS,

== WHEN ABDU REQUESTED THE REMOVAL 0OF IDF TANKS
FRCM THE ENVIRUNS OF THE PRESIDENTIAL PALACE AS
WELL AS KHOURY'S RESIDENCE, SHARUN READILY AGREED.,
SHARUN ALSO AGREED 10 ABLU'S REQUEST THAT THE

LAF RETUKN TUO ITS MILITARY BARRACKS AT SIDuUN,

=— IT WAS AGREED THAT THERE wOULDL BE FURTHER MEETINGS
WITH ABDU IN ISRAEL WITHIN THE NEXT FEw DAYS,

4. KIMCHE HAD ALSO MET WITH BASHIR UN JUNE 16 IN
LEBANON, BASHIR WAS VERY UPTIMISTIC ABOUT THE
PROSPECTS FOR POULITICAL ACTIUN AND SAIU THAT

SARKIS SUPPORTED HIM UNE HUNDED PERCENT IN HIS
EFFORTS TO ENLIST MUSLIM SUPPURTe SAAB SALEM

WAS ALSO ON BOARD,
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?«. ON THE MARGINS OF THIS CONVERSATION, THE
FOLLOWING ARE NUOTEWORTHY PUINTS:

=— WHEN WE ASKED WHY THE PHALANGE WwAS SO HEAVILY
INVOLVED IN MILITARY ACTION WHEN BASHIR, ABDU ET AL
WERE SEEKING MUSLIM SUPPURT, KIMCHE RESPONUED THAI
THE OBJECT WAS TU KEEP THE PRESSURE OUN THE PLO,

THE U,S, HAD TO REMEMBERs HE INSISTED, THERE WERE
MANY MUSLIMS IN LEBANON WHU HATED THE PLO, THE
SHIA WERE LITERALLY "UP LN ARMS" AND THERE WERE
REPORTS THAT INDIVIDUAL MUSLIMS WERE FINGERING

PLC NESTS FOR THE PHALANGISTS,

== WHEN I CITED SHARON'S REMARKS ON THE JUNE le
MOKED TV SHOW IN WHICH HE CALLED FUR TUTAL SYRIAN
WITHDRAWAL FROM LEBANUN, KIMCHE RESPUNDED "DON'T
TAKE THAT AS A DEFINITIVE POSLITIUN,™

=— SPEAKING PRIVATELY, KIMCHE STRONGLY ADVISED
THAT WE LAY OFF COUMMENTING ON THE HADDAD PROBLEM,
BEGIN HAU TAKEN UMBRAGE AT DUR LATEST PRESENTATILON
UN THIS SCORE AND THE ISSUE WAS UF RELATIVELY LOW
PRIODRITY ON THE ISRAELI ANO LEBANESE AGENDA, (OUR
POINT REGARDING HADDAD'S FUTURE COULD BE MUCH
BETTER MADE IN A DIFFERENT MANNER: THAT THIS
SHOULD BE WORKED OUT AMONG THE LEBANESE IN A

LEBANESE CONTEXT. 13626
== BOTH KIMCHE AND BAR-ON WERE VERY SATISFIED WITH £, (), 10552
FHE FORMULA THAT THE PALtSTINIANb SHUULD BE ABSURBEUD ﬁgﬁﬁﬁﬁé&%
INTO A FRAMEWORK RESPUNSIVE TU GUL AUTHORITY AND soc. 3.3 L)1)

THAT THEY SHOULD LIVE AS PEACEFUL RESIDENTS UF THE

COUNTRY UNDER LEBANESE AUTHORITY,
60
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