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Veterans Day, 1983 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

None among us deserve more respect than the millions of patriotic men and 
women who have worn our Nation's uniform to preserve America's freedom 
and world peace. 

Our Armed Forces veterans have earned a special day in which you and I may 
focus on their heroic accomplishments. For their unselfish devotion to duty, 
Congress established Veterans Day as a national expression of gratitude. On 
this historic occasion, our hearts and minds should be with our living veterans 
and their deceased comrades who have contributed so much to the defense of 
our country's ideals. 

From Valley Forge when our Nation was in its infancy, to the Vietnam conflict 
where our men and women in uniform served and died for the human rights of 
others, through war and peace, these valiant citizens have answered the call 
to service with honor and dignity. They are indeed worthy of a formal tribute 
from a grateful Nation. Special consideration is due to those veterans who are 
sick and disabled. There is no better tangible expression of our affection than 
by remembering to visit them at home or in our hospitals. 

In order that we pay meaningful tribute to those men and women who proudly 
served in our Armed Forces, Congress has provided (5 U.S.C. 6103(a)) that 
November 11 shall be set aside each year as a legal public holiday to honor 
America's veterans. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States of 
America, do hereby proclaim Friday, November 11, 1983, as Veterans Day. In 
recognition of their valor, I urge all Americans to join with me in a fitting 
salute to our veterans, and I call upon Federal, State, and local government 
officials as well as private citizens to mark Veterans Day by displaying the 
flag of the United States, and I ask those Government officials to support fully 
and personally its observance by appropriate ceremonies throughout the 
country. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 19th day of Sept., 
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-three, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and eighth. 


