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Now let me turn to an issue that has provoked a storm of
controversy -- my decision to visit the war cemetery at Bitburg,
and my decision -=- on the state visit to Germany -- not to visit

the site of the concentration camp at Dachau.

It was, and remains, my purpose, and that of Chancellor
Kohl, to use this visit to Germany, on the 40th Anniversary of
the war's end in Europe, to commemorate not simply the military
victory of 40 years ago, but the liberation of Europe, the
rebirth of German freedom, and the reconciliation of our two
countries. My purpose was, and remains, not to re—-emphasize the
crimes of the Third Reich, in 12 years in power, but to celebrate
the tremendous accomplishments of the German people, in 40 years
of liberty, freedom, democracy and peace. It was to remind the
world that since the close of that terrible war, the United
States and the Federal Republic have established an historic
relationship, not of Superpower to satellite, but of sister
Republics, bonded together by common ideals, in alliance anc
partnership. It is to cement that 40 vears of friendship
between a free Germany and the United States, between the German
people and the American people, that Chancellor Kohl and I agreed

together to lay a wreath at the cemetery for the German war dead.



That is why I accepted the invitation to Bitburg; that is

why I am going to Bitburg.

As for the decision not to go to Dachau, one of the sites of
the great moral obscenity of that era, it was taken because of my
mistaken impression that such a visit would be outside the

official agenda.

Chancellor Kohl's recent letter, however, has made it plain
that my invitation to visit a concentration camp was indeed a
part of his planned itinerary. So, I have now accepted that

invitation; and my staff is in Germany exploring a site.

Having seen in the weekend press the Soviet-East German
effort at Buchenwald to write out of history both American
liberators and Jewish victims, we shall find a suitable place to
guarantee that the truth about that time is not buried by

spadefuls of Communist propaganda.
For years I have said it, and I will say it again today. We
must never forget the Holocaust, nor should we ever permit such

an atrocity to happen again. Never again!

Thank you. God bless you all.
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Now let me turn to an issue that has provoked a storm of
controversy ~- my decision to visit the war cemetery at Bitburg,
and my decision ~-- on the state visit to Germany -- not to visit

the site of the concentration camp at Dachau.

It was, and remains, my purpose, and that of Chancellor
Kohl, to use this visit to Germany, on the 40th Anniversary of
the war's end in Europe, to commemorate not simply the military
victory of 40 years ago, but the liberation of Europe, the
rebirth of German freedom, and the reconciliation of our two
countries. My purpose was, and remains, not to re-emphasize the
crimes of the Third Reich, in 12 years in power, but to celebrate
the tremendous accomplishments of the German people, in 40 years
of liberty, freedom, democracy and peace. It was to remind the
world that since the close of that terrible war, the United
States and the Federal Republic have established an historic
relationship, not of Superpower to satellite, but of sister
Republics, bonded together by common ideals, in alliance and
partnership. It is to cement that 40 years of friendship
between a free Germany and the United States, between the German
people and the American people, that Chancellor Kohl and I agreed

together to lay a wreath at the cemetery for the German war dead.
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As for the decision not to go to Dachau, one of the sites of
the great moral obscenity of that era, it was taken because of my
mistaken impression that such a visit would be outside the

official agenda.

Chancellor Kohl's recent letter, however, has made it plain
that my invitation to visit a concentration camp was indeed a
part of his planned itinerary. So, I have now accepted that

invitation; and my staff is in Germany exploring a site.
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Now let me turn to an issue that has provoked a storm of
controversy -- my decision to visit the war cemetery at Bitburg,
and my decision -- on the state visit to Germany -- not to visit

the site of the concentration camp at Dachau.

It was, and remains, my purpose, and that of Chancellor
Kohl, to use this visit to Germany, on the 40th Anniversary of
the war's end in Europe, to commemorate not simply the military
victory of 40 years ago, but the liberation of Europe, the
rebirth of German freedom, and the reconciliation of our two
countries. My purpose was, and remains, not to re-emphasize the
crimes of the Third Reich, in 12 years in power, but to celebrate
the tremendous accomplishments of the German people, in 40 years
of liberty, freedom, democracy and peace. It was to remind the
world that since the close of that terrible war, the United
States and the Federal Republic have established an historic
relationship, not of Superpower to satellite, but of sister
Republics, bonded together by common ideals, in alliance and
partnership. It is to cement that 40 years of friendship
between a free Germany and the United States, between the German
people and the American people, that Chancellor Kohl and I agreed

together to lay a wreath at the cemetery for the German war dead.



That is why I accepted the invitation to Bitburg; that is

why I am going to Bitburg.

As for the decision not to go to Dachau, one of the sites of
the great moral obscenity of that era, it was taken because of my

mistaken impression that such a visit would be outside the

official agenda.

Chancellor Kohl's recent letter, however, has made it plain
that my invitation to visit a concentration camp was indeed a
part of his planned itinerary. So, I have now accepted that
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Now let me turn to an issue that has provoked a storm of
controversy -- my decision to visit the war cemetery at Bitburg,
and my decision =-- on the state visit to Germany -- not to visit

the site of the concentration camp at Dachau.

It was, and remains, my purpose, and that of Chancellor
Kohl, to use this visit to Germany, on the 40th Anniversary of
the war's end in Europe, to commemorate not simply the military
victory of 40 years ago, but the liberation of Europe, the
rebirth of German freedom, and the reconciliation of our two
countries. My purpose was, and remains, not to re-emphasize the
crimes of the Third Reich, in 12 years in power, but to celebrate
the tremendous accomplishments of the German people, in 40 years
of liberty, freedom, democracy and peace. It was to remind the
world that since the close of that terrible war, the United
States and the Federal Republic have established an historic
relationship, not of Superpower to satellite, but of sister
Republics, bonded together by common ideals, in alliance and
partnership. It is to cement that 40 years of friendship
between a free Germany and the United States, between the German
people and the American people, that Chancellor Kohl and I agreed

together to lay a wreath at the cemetery for the German war dead.



That is why I accepted the invitation to Bitburg; that is
why I am going to Bitburg.
 As for the decision not to go to Dachau, one of the sites of
the great moral obscenity of that era, it was taken because the
focus of £his visit was to be, again, not the 12 years of Nazi

tyranny, but'forty yvears of German Freedom.

Having see in the_weekend press, however, the Soviet-East
German effort at Buchenﬁald to write out of history both American
liberators and Jewish victiﬁs! Chancellor Kohl and I will
together find a suitable site.én.German soil to guarantee that
the truth about that time is not Bﬁried by spadefuls of Communist
propaganda. )
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For years I have said it, and I will say it again and again:
We must never forget the Holocaust, nor should we ever pefﬁit

such an atrocity to happen again.
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Now let me turn to an issue that has provoked a storm of
controversy -- my decision to visit the war cemetery at Bitburg,
and my decision -- on the state visit to Germany -- not to visit

the site of the concentration camp at Dachau.

It was, and remains, my purpose, and that of Chancellor
Kohl, to use this visit to Germany, on the 40th Anniversary of
the war's end in Europe, to commemorate not simply the military
victory of 40 years ago, but the liberation of Europe, the
rebirth of German freedom, and the reconciliation of our two
countries. My purpose was, and remains, not to re-emphasize the
crimes of the Third Reich, in 12 years in power, but to celebrate
the tremendous accomplishments of the German people, in 40 years
of liberty, freedom, democracy and peace. It was to remind the
world that since the close of that terrible war, the United
States and the Federal Republic have established an historic
relationship, not of Superpower to satellite, but of sister
Republics, bonded together by common ideals, in alliance and
partnership. It is to cement that 40 years of friendship
between a free Germany and the United States, between the German
people and the American people, that Chancellor Kohl and I agreed

together to lay a wreath at the cemetery for the German war dead.



That is why I accepted the invitation to Bitburg; that is

why I am going to Bitburg.

As for the decision not to go to Dachau, one of the sites of
the great moral obscenity of that era, it was taken because the
focus of this visit was to be, again, not the 12 years of Nazi

tyranny, but forty years of German Freedom.

Having se n the weekend press, however, the Soviet-East
German effort at Buchenwald to write out of history both American
liberators and Jewish victims, Chancellor Kohl and I .

fi suitable site on German soil to guarantee that
the truth about that time is not buried by spadefuls of Communist

propaganda.

The Chanc 2 to join him in a
visit to a concentration camp; I have accepted. My staff is

in Germany exploring a site.

For years I have said it, and I will say it again and again:
We must never forget the Holocaust, nor should we ever permit

such an atrocity to happen again.
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Now let me turn to an issue that has provoked a storm of
controversy -- my decision to visit the war cemetery at Bitburg,
and my decision =-- on the state visit to Germany -- not to visit

the site of the concentration camp at Dachau.

It was, and remains, my purpose, and that of Chancellor
Kohl, to use this visit to Germany, on the 40th Anniversary of
the war's end in Europe, to commemorate not simply the military
victory of 40 years ago, but the liberation of Europe, the
rebirth of German freedom, and the reconciliation of our two
countries. My purpose was, and remains, not to re-emphasize the
crimes of the Third Reich, in 12 years in power, but to celebrate
the tremendous accomplishments of the German people, in 40 years
of liberty, freedom, democracy and peace. It was to remind the
world that since the close of that terrible war, the United
States and the Federal Republic have established an historic
relationship, not of Superpower to satellite, but of sister
Republics, bonded together by common ideals, in alliance and
partnership. It is to cement that 40 years of friendship
between a free Germany and the United States, between the German
people and the American people, that Chancellor Kohl and I agreed

together to lay a wreath at the cemetery for the German war dead.



That is why I accepted the invitation to Bitburg; that is

why I am going to Bitburg.

As for the decision not to go to Dachau, one of the sites of

German effort at Buchenwald to write out of history both American
liber-+-+s and Jewish victims, Chancellor Kohl and

ther fin uitable site on German soil to guarantee that
the truth about that time is not buried by spadefuls of Communist

propaganda.

The Chancellor has this wee rited me to join him in a
visit to a concentration camp; I have accepted. My staff is

in Germany exploring a site.

For years I have said it, and I will say it again and again:
We must never forget the Holocaust, nor should we ever permit

such an atrocity to happen again.
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Now let me turn to an issue that has provoked a storm of
controversy —- my decision to visit the German war cemetery at
Bitburg, and my decision =-- on the trip to the Summit -- not to

visit the site of the concentration camp at Dachau.

It was, and remains, my purpose, and that of Chancellor
Kohl, to use this visit to Germany, on the 40th Anniversary of
Hitler's defeat, to commemorate not simply the military victory
of 40 years ago, but the liberation of Europe, the rebirth of
German freedom, the reconciliation of our two countries. My
purpose was, and remains, not to re-emphasize the crimes of the
Third Reich, in 12 years in power, but to celebrate the
tremendous accomplishments of the German people, in 40 years of
liberty; freedom, democracy and peace. It was to remind the
world that since the close of that terrible war, the United
States and the Federal Republic have established an historic
relationship, not of Superpower to satellite, but of sister
Republics, bonded together by common ideals, in alliance and
partnership. It is to cement that 40 years of friendship
between a free Germany and the United States, between the German
people and the American people, that Chancellor Kohl and I agreed

together to lay a wreath at the cemetery for the German war dead.



That is why I decided to go to Bitburg; that is why I am

going to Bitburg.

As for the decision not to go to Dachau, one of the sites of
the great moral obscenity of that era, it was taken because I
originally -- and mistakenly -- believed such a visit was not

part of the official agenda.
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For years I have said it, and I will say it again and again:
We must never forget the Holocaust, nor should we ever permit

such an atrocity to happen again.
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Now let me turn to an issue that has provoked a storm of
controversy -- my decision to visi
Bitburg, and my decision -- on the

visit the site of the concentration camp at Dachau.
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of 40 years ag~ %»»t the liberation of Europe, the rebirth of
German freedom reconciliation of our two countries. My
purpose was, and remains, not to re-emphasize the crimes of the
Third Reich, in 12 years in power, but to celebrate the
tremendous accomplishments of the German people, in 40 years of
liberty, freedom, democracy and peace. It was to remind the
world that since the close of that terrible war, the United
States aﬁd the Federal Republic have established an historic
relationship, not of Superpower to satellite, but of sister
Republics, bonded together by common ideals, in alliance and
partnership. It is to cement that 40 years of friendship
between a free Germany and the United States, between the German
people and the American people, that Chancellor Kohl and I agreed

together to lay a wreath at the cemetery for the German war dead.



That is why is why I am‘

going to Bitburg.

As for the decision not to go to Dachau. one of the citee ~Ff

and Jewish victims, Chancellor Kohl and I will together “°-7
suitable site on German soil to guarantee that the truth

time is not buried by spadefuls of Communist propaganda.

The Chancellor has this week invited me to join him in a
a concentration camp; I have accepte y staff is

i a site.

For years I have said it, and I will say it again and again:
We must never forget the Holocaust, nor should we ever permit

such an atrocity to happen again.
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Now let me turn to an issue that has provoked a storm of
controversy —-— my decision to visit the German war cemetery at
Bitburg, and my decision -~ on the trip to the Summit -- not to

visit the site of the concentration camp at Dachau.

It was, and remains, my purpose, and that of Chancellor
Kohl, to use this visit to Germany, on the 40th Anniversary of
Hitler's defeat, to commemorate not simply the military victory
of 40 years ago, but the liberation of Europe, the rebirth of
German freedom, the reconciliation of our two countries. My
purpose was, and remains, not to re-emphasize the crimes of the
Third Reich, in 12 years in power, but to celebrate the
tremendous accomplishments of the German people, in 40 years of
liberty, freedom, democracy and peace. It was to remind the
world that since the close of that terrible war, the United
States and the Federal Republic have established an historic
relationship, not of Superpower to satellite, but of sister
Republics, bonded together by common ideals, in alliance and
partnership. It is to cement that 40 years of friendship
between a free Germany and the United States, between the German
people and the American people, that Chancellor Kohl and I agreed

together to lay a wreath at the cemetery for the German war dead.



That is why I decided to go to Bitburg; that is why I am

going to Bitburg.

As for the decision not to go to Dachau, one of the sites of
the great moral obscenity of that era, it was taken because I
originally =-- and mistakenly -- believed such a visit was not

part of the official agenda.

Having witnessed, however, this Saturday at Buchenwald, an
Orwellian effort to write out of history both American liberators
and Jewish victims, Chancellor XKohl and I will together find a
suitable site on German soil to guarantee that the truth of that

time is not buried by spadefuls of Communist propaganda.

The Chancellor has this week invited me to join him in a
visit to a concentration camp; I have accepted; and my staff is

exploring a site.

For years I have said it, and I will say it again and again:
We must never forget the Holocaust, nor should we ever permit

such an atrocity to happen again.
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Now let me turn to an issue that has provoked a storm of
controversy -- my decision to visit the German war cemetery at
Bitburg, and my decision -- on the trip to the Summit -- not to

visit the site of the concentration camp at Dachau.

It was, and remains, my purpose, and that of Chancellor
Kohl, to use this visit to Germany, on the 40th Anniversary of
Hitler's defeat, to commemorate not simply the military victory
of 40 years ago, but the liberation of Europe, the rebirth of
German freedom, the reconciliation of our two countries. My
purpose was, and remains, not to re-emphasize the crimes of the
Third Reich, In 12 years in power, but to celebrate the
tremendous accomplishments of the German people, in 40 years of
liberty, freedom, democracy and peace. It was to remind the
world that since the close of that terrible war, the United
States and the Federal Republic have established an historic
relationship, not of Superpower to satellite, but of sister
Republics, bonded together by common ideals, in alliance and
partnership. It is to cement that 40 years of friendship
between a free Germany and the United States, between the German

people and the American people, that Chancellor Kohl and I agreed

together to lay a wreath at the cemetery for the German war dead.
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Now let me turn to an issue that has provoked a storm of
controversy -- my decision to visit the German war cemetery at
Bitburg, and my decision -- on the trip to the Summit =-- not to

visit the site of the concentration camp at Dachau.

It was, and remains, my purpose, and that of Chancellor
Kohl, to use this visit to Germany, on the 40th Anniversary of
Hitler's defeat, to commemorate not simply the military victory
of 40 years ago, but the liberation of Europe and the rebirth of
German freedom. My purpose was, and remains, not to re-emphasize
the crimes of the Third Reich, in its 12 years in power, but to
celebrate the tremendous accomplishments of the German people in
40 years of liberty, freedom, democracy and peace. It was to
remind the world that since the close of that terrible war, the
United States and the Federal Republic have established an
historic'relationship, not of Superpower to satellite, but of
sister Republics, bonded together in ideals, alliance and
partnership. It was, and is, to cement that 40 years of friendship
between a free German nation and the United States, between the
German people and the American people, that Chancellor Kohl and I
agreed together to lay a wreath at the cemetery for the German

war dead.
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That is why I decided to go to Bitburg; that is why I am

going to Bitburg.

As for my decision not to go to Dachau, one of the sites of

the great moral obscenity of that era, it was taken because the

emphasis of ***s visit was to L y ho 'lve years of Nazi
misrule, bu rty years of German freedom.
Having witnessed, however, thi irday at Buchenwald, an

Orwellian effort to write both American liberators and Jewish
victims out of historv, Chancellor Kohl and I will together find
a suitable site on German soil to guarantee that the truth

of that era is not buried with spadefuls of Communist propaganda.
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Now let me turn to an issue that has provoked a storm of
controversy -- my decision to visit the German war cemetery at
Bitburg, and my decision -- on the trip to the Summit -~ not to

visit the site of the concentration camp at Dachau.

It was, and remains, my purpose, and that of Chancellor
Kohl, to use this visit to Germany, on the 40th Anniversary of
Hitler's defeat, to commemorate not simply the military victory
of 40 years ago, but the liberation of Europe and the rebirth of
German freedom. My purpose was, and remains, not to re-emphasize
the crimes of the Third Reich, in its 12 years in power, but to
celebrate the tremendous accomplishments of the German people in
40 years of liberty, freedom, democracy and peace. It was to
remind the world that since the close of that terrible war, the
United States and the Federal Republic have established an
historic relationship, not of Superpower to satellite, but of
sister Republics, bonded together in ideals, alliance and
partnership. It was, and is, to cement that 40 years of friendship
between a free German nation and the United States, between the
German people and the American people, that Chancellor Kohl and I
agreed together to lay a wreath at the cemetery for the German

war dead.



That is why I decided to go to Bitburg; that is why I am

going to Bitburg.

As for my decision not to go to Dachau, one of the sites of
the great moral obscenity of that era, it was taken because the
emphasis of this visit was to be, again, not twelve years of Nazi

misrule, but forty years of German freedom.

Having witnessed, however, this Saturday at Buchenwald, an
Orwellian effort to write both American liberators and Jewish
victims out of history, Chancellor Kohl and I will together find
a suitable site on West German soil to guarantee that the truth

of that era is not buried with spadefuls of Communist propaganda.
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Now let me turn to an issue that has provoked a storm of

controversy =-- my decision to visit+ *+h~ German war cemetery at
Bitburg, and my decision -- on the to the Summit -- not to

visit the site of the concentration camp at Dachau.

It was, and remains, my purpos and that of Chancellor Kohl,
to use fhis visit to Germany, on the 40th Anniversary of Hitler's
defeat, to commemorate not simply the military victory of 40
years ago, but the liberation of Burope and the rebirth of German
freedom. My purpose was, and remains, not to re-emphasize the
crimes of the Third Reich, in its 12 years in power, but to
celebrate the tremendous accomplishments of the German people in
40 years of liberty, freedom, democracy and peace. It was to
remind the world that since the close of that terrible war, the
United States and the Federal Republic have established an
historic relationship, not of Superpower to satellite, but
sister Republics, bonded together in ideals, alliance and
partnership. It was, and is, to cement 4( ‘ea f friendship
between a free German nation and the United States, between the
German people and the American people, that Chancellor Kohl and I
agreed together to lay a wreath at the cemetery for the German

war dead.



That is why I decided to go to Bitburg; that is why I am

going to Bitburg.

As for my decision not to go to Dachau, one of the sites of
the great moral obscenity of that era, it was taken because the
emphasis of this visit was to be, again, not twelve years of Nazi

but forty years of German freedom.

Having witne<<e~d however, this Saturday at Buchenwald, an
Orwellian effort ite both American liberators and Jewish
victims out of history, Chancellor Kohl and I will together find
a suitable site on West German soil to guarantee that the truth

of that era is not buried with spadefuls of Communist propaganda.
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MEMORANDUM FOR: Patrick Buchanan
Assistant to the President
and Director of rfammnnications

FROM: D - Charles Z. Wi

44 2 _ [ JPSURRPUI UL S

SUBJECT:

My European Area Director has just given me the following up-date
on European attitudes towards the President's planned visit to the
military cemetery in Bitburg. I believe this should be brought to
your personal attention.
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CLASSIFIED BY: CHARLES Z. WICK
DECLASSIFY ON: OADR
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April 29, 1985

MEMORANDUM FOR THE CHIEF OF cmawwm
FROM: PAT BUCHANAN

SUBJECT : RTMRITDA

While it may have been decided simply to do a silent minute-long
wreath-laying at Bitburg, and get out let me make a final appeal.
A short presidential speech at the Bitburg cemetery would be
covered, uninterrupted, worldwide; it would be high drama of the
first order; it would be seen by hundreds of millions of Americans,
Europeans, East Europeans, Third Worlders. For once, why Ronald
Reagan went there, and what he believes, would have to be covered
-- in toto. Our case =-- the one you sought to make yesterday --
would be made, worldwide. If we are going to be held accountable
for going to Bitburg, we do not mitigate the damage in the least
by abbreviating the ceremony. However, we can not only mitigate
the damage, but reverse the momentum by making our case, clearly
and coherently, right there.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 29, 1985

MEMORANDUM FOR THE CHIEF OF STAFF

FROM: PAT BUCHANAN M

SUBJECT: DTMDITNA

While it may have been decided simply to do a silent minute-long
wreath-laying at Bitburg, and get out let me make a final appeal.
A short presidential speech at the Bitburg cemetery would be
covered, uninterrupted, worldwide; it would be high drama of the
first order; it would be seen by hundreds of millions of Americans,
Europeans, East Europeans, Third Worlders. For once, why Ronald
Reagan went there, and what he believes, would have to be covered

/o in toto. Our case -- the one you sought to make yesterday --
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and coherently, right there.








