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JUNGCE UNION BADEN-WIRTTEMBERG

Dr. Karl A. Lamers

Deputy chairman

" JU-Landesverband - Hohenheimer StraBe 9 - 7000 Stuttgart 1 ] - - ifengrundweg
o /0u He _elberg
Mr. Michael Deaver
White House Telefon (0711)2063

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue Nordwestway

Den 5. Mé&rz 1985
Washington D. C. 20500/USA

3 - 500351

Dear Mr. Deaver,

In a personal letter to the President of the United States of America I have
expressed the desire to present him with a symbolical key on the occasion of
his speech to the German youth at Hambach Castle.The key shows the bond of
_ our two countries, an emblem of youth, and the castle as landmark of my
hometown Heidelberg.
I am well aware that this is an unusual desire.
For years I strive with all my heart to cultivate the German-American friendship,
especially in the young generation. Chaotic leftists and anti-American demon-
strations of protest which occasionally happen, must not be permitted to convey
the impression that German youth as a whole is sceptical or suspicious against
our closest ally, the United States of America. That impression would be wrong
and most unfortunate. The vast majority of our people, the young generation
included, own up to America and her ideals of freedom, for which she stands up
- all over the world.
Sometimes a symbol can express more than words can do in this sober world of
ours. For this reason I would like to present that key to the President of the
United States of America as a significant symbol. I wish that by his speech to
the German youth at Hambach Castle, President Reagan opens their hearts and
that his ideas are open mindedly taken in by the young people of our country. I
am certain that this symbol will be understood by everybody. Your Excellency,
to realize my idea I have asked an artist to elaborate according to my political
conceptions a suggestion for such a key. Enclosed please find a copy of his

drawing. The realization of my idea in the form of a complete artistic cast
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JUNGE UNION BADEN-WIIRTTEMBERG
Dr. Karl A, Lamers

Deputy chairman

r JU-Landesverband - Hohenheimer StraBe 9 - 7000 Stuttgart 1 i

Schleifengrundweg 6
6900 Heidelberg

Telefon (p711)2063-211

An den

Pré4sidenten der

Vereinigten Staaten von Amerika

Herrn Ronald Reagan Den 6. Mirz 1985
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue Nordwestway _

Washington D. C. 20500/USA g

Dear Mr. President,

During your visit to the Federal Republic of Germany in May this year you will
speak to the German youth at Hambach Castle. I am grateful that you will take
the opportunity to address the younger generation which will be responsible for

our country in the future.

Today I would like to approach you with a personal request, trusting to find
your sympathy and consent:
First of all, please permit me to introduce myself:
I am 34 years old, since four years deputy chairman of the Junge Union Baden-
Wiirttemberg, the largest German youth organization. Following my studies of
jurisprudence, with international law as point of main effort, and subsequent
to my several years at the Max-Planck-Institut for Comperative Public Law and
International Law in Heidelberg, I have been working since five years as personal
. expert adviser to the President of the Landtag of Baden-Wirttemberg. On the
occasion of the European election on June 17, 1984, as a candidate for the
Christian Democratic Union, I have engaged myself in several hundred meetings
for the idea of a united Europe and the relationship with the United States of
America. For our future it is of great and fateful importance to cultivate these
relations between our two countries. The United States of America and theb
Federal Republic of Germany do not only stand side by side as reliable con-
federates in the North Atlantic Treaty Organization in defence of the communist
threat. Moreover we are linked in the common acknowledgement to the worth

and principles of democracy, freedom, and justice. The desire for peace and
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freedom is the root of our lasting friendship. As a politician of the young
~ generation I consider it to be my foremost duty, to firmly establish the
friendship based on these principles in the heads and especially in the

hearts of our young people.

I do wish, Mr. President, that your speech to the German youth will open
the hearts of the young people in our country. For this purpose I would like
to present you with a symbolical key, showing the bond of our two countries,

an emblem of youth, and the castle as landmark of my hometown Heidelberg.

Mr. President, I should be very pleased if at Hambach Castle, acting for

all those young people in my country, I could hand over this key to you.

Sincerely yours
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JUNGE UNION BADEN-WURTTEMBERG
Dr. Karl A. Lamers

Deputy chairman

: JU-Landesverband - Hohenheimer Strafle 9 - 7000 Stuttgart 1

Schleifengrundweg 6
6900 Heidelberg

Telefon (P711)2063-211

An den

Prédsidenten der

Vereinigten Staaten von Amerika
Herrn Ronald Reagan Den 6. Mj 198
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue Nordwestway arz 1985

Washington D. C.20500/USA

Dear Mr. President,

During your visit to the Federal Republic of Germany in May this year you will
speak to the German youth at Hambach Castle. I am grateful that you will take
the opportunity to address the younger generation which will be responsible for

our country in the future.

Today 1 would like to approach you with a personal request, trusting to find
your sympathy and consent:

First of all, please permit me to introduce myself:

Iam 34 years old, since four years deputy chairman of the Junge Union Baden-
Wirttemberg, the largest German youth organization. Following my studies of
jurisprudence, with international law as point of main effort, and subsequent

to my several years at the Max-Planck-Institut for Comperative Public Law and
International Law in Heidelberg, I have been working since five years as personal
expert adviser to the President of the Landtag of Baden-Wirttemberg. On the
occasion of the European election on June 17, 1984, as a candidate for the
Christian Democratic Union, I have engaged myself in several hundred meetings
for the idea of a united Europe and the relationship with the United States of
America. For our future it is of great and fateful importance to cultivate these
relations between our two countries. The United States of America and the
Federal Republic of Germany do not only stand side by side as reliable con-
federates in the North Atlantic Treaty Organization in defence of the communist
threat. Moreover we are linked in the common acknowledgement to the worth

and principles of democracy, freedom, and justice. The desire for peace and
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April 18, 1985

MEMORANDUM FOR FREDERICK J. RYAN, JR,

FROM:

SUBJECT:

ROBERT M. KIMMITT 3,

Request From World Jewish Congress That

The President Visit a Concentration Camp
in Germany

The President announced yesterday that he would visit a concen-

tration camp while in Germany. The exact site has not yet been
designated.

Attachment
Tab A

Incoming Correspondence
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EXECUTI VE SECRETARIAT -
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Date

For: Mr. Roberg C. McFarlane
Natiunal Securi.y Council
The White House

Referencea:

To: President Reagan From: Kalman Sultanik

Date: March 22, 1985 Subject: Requests the President

Visit a Concentration Camp Site during next visit to Europe....

WH Referral Dated: April 2, 1985 NSC ID# 300403
(if any)

The attached item was sent directly to the
Department of State

Action Taken:

A draft reply 1is attached.

A draft reply will be forwarded.

A translation is attached.

An information copy of a direct reply is attached.

We believe no response is necessary for the reason
cited below,

The Department of State has no objection to the
proposed travel.

Other.

Remarks:

;Z:;;las Platt
/ Executive Secretary

UNCLASSIFIED

- (Classification)



United States Department of State

Washington, D.C. 20520

April 9, 1985

Kalman Sultanik
Vice President
World Jewish Congress
One Park Avenue
New York, N.Y. 10016

Dear Mr. Sultanik:

I have been asked to reply to your letter of March 22 to
President Reagan concerning the President's upcoming visit to
the Federal Republic of Germany. The President is certainly
keenly aware of the symbolic dimension imposed on his trip by
the coincidence of the 40th anniversary of the end of world War
II. In our preparations for the commemoration of this
anniversary, he has stressed his personal determination to
ensure that the crimes of the Third Reich shall not be
forgotten and that conditions which made them possible shall
never return again.

As the President noted at his press conference on March 21,
the best way to achieve this goal is to look to the future.
Commemoration of the Holocaust should be not only a matter for
Germany, but for all mankind. The President has elected to
speak before the European Parliament in Strasbourg on May 8 in
order to underline to all of Europe the American commitment to
maintaining conditions which will make it impossible for
dictatorship and intolerance to find sustenance in any of the
democratic nations of Europe.

Similarly, the state visit to Germany will make clear that
while we do not forget the past, the United States views
defense of our common democratic alliance as essential to
preservation of human liberties in the Federal Republic. 1In so
doing, the President will not ignore any of the atrocities
committed by the Third Reich. He will not pass up the need to
remind Germany -- and the world -- that human beings everywhere
must view the Holocaust as a brutal lesson of the depths to
which mankind can descend.

This by no means implies the the President or his German
hosts seek to ignore those who lost their lives or the hideous
excesses of the totalitarian Nazi regime, of which Dachau is a
nightmarish example. The holocaust remains part of the
consciousness of all responsible persons in Germany and it is a
subject the President has discussed with Chancellor Helmut Kohl
on numerous occasions. It is a burden which the Federal
Republic recognizes it will continue to bear even as it looks
to its future.
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But the end of World War 1II has other associations for "the
German people in addition to the historical obligations it
imposes. It was a time of defeat, humiliation, despair, and
loss of hope. 1Its commemoration in Germany must necessarily be
a somber and reflective occasion which focuses on each
individual and his conscience. The United States is proud of
its role in helping to create conditions in the Federal
Republic which make unthinkable a return to the excesses of the
Third Reich. The President believes that we should take
satisfaction in this historic accomplishment and should entrust
to our German allies the responsibility for observing this
historic date as they see best.

With best wishes.

Sincerely,
Thomis M.T. Niles

Deputy Assistant Secretary
for European Affairs






T H E WHITE HOUSE OFFICE
REFERRAL

APRIL 2, 1985

1'0: DEPARTMENT OF STATE

ACTION REQUESTED:
DIRECT REPLY, FURNISH INFO COPY

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING:

ID: 300403

MEDIA: LETTER, DATED MARCH 22, 1985
T0: PRESIDENT REAGAN

FROM: MR. KALMAN SULTANIK

VICE PRESIDENT

WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS
ONE PARK AVENUE

NEW YORK NY 10016

SUBJECT: REQUESTS THE PRESIDEN1 VISIT A CONCENTRATION
CAMP SITE DURING NEX1 VISIT 70O EUROPE TO MARK
THE 14TH ANNIVERSARY OF VICTORY DAY

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -~- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPY, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486.

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE
(OR DRAFTY) TO:
AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE

SALLY KELLEY
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE
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BUENOS AIRES
Larrea 744

GENEVA
1 rue de Varembe

JERUSALEM
4 Rotenberg Street

LONDON
11 Hertford Street

PARIS
78 Av. des Ch. Elysees

ROME
Piazza Scanderbeg 51

WAV T BIINPN

WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS

CONGRES JUIF MONDIAL ¢ CONGRESO JUDIO MUNDIAL

ONE PARK AVENUE
NEW YORK, N.Y. 10016

CABLE: WORLDGRESS, NEW YORK
TELEPHONE: (212) 679-0600

March 22, 1985 TeLEX: 23 61 29

Mr. Ronald Reagan
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

I am writing as Vice-President of the World Jewish Congress and
as a member of the United States Holocaust Memorial Council, and
as a concentration camp .survivor, to appeal to you to visit a
concentration camp site during your next visit to Europe, to mark
the fortieth anniversary of Victory Day and of the defeat of Nazi
Germany. I cannot possibly describe how much your visit would
mean to the free world, to the Jews, and especially to the
survivors. Your reluctance to make such a visit would be taken
as insensitivity to the agony of freedom loving people the world
over, and especially the Jewish people.

Dear Mr. President, how can we teach our young people the horrors
of the Holocaust when the leader of the greatest democracy in
the world seems prepared to forget it?

Dear Mr. President, I have heard that you are unwilling to mark

the Victory Day anniversary by visiting a concentration camp site

in Germany or Austria, because you do not want to hurt them by
reminding them of the past. This would seem to suggest that nothing
has changed, and that today's Germans and Austrians are no better
than their Nazi predecessors.

However, to circumvent these difficulties, may I suggest that
while in Europe you visit the Natzweiller—-Struthof concentration
camp, in Alsace, on the French side of the border. The World
Jewish Congress will be holding its formal commemoration of the
end of World War II in Strasbourg, at the seat of the European
Parliament, from May 16 through May 19. As part of this
commemoration, there will be a solemn memorial at Struthof
attended by Jewish leaders and dignitaries from around the
world.
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The representatives of all Jewish communities would be honored
if you were to attend, and they would arrange their schedule
to coincide with yours.

. Two years ago I 1lit a candle in the White House in your presence
;as a memorial to the six million martyred. Enclosed is a copy
‘of the New York Times front page for your information.

It would be appropriate if I were able to light a candle in
your presence in Natzweiller-Struthof. Please reconsider your
decision.

Sincerely yours,

N

o . ; . ./'
o ‘ A
L A . A O ;
ll i e b 9:;:;,2:_‘ /—{:_....,‘( /
t

4Kalman Sultanik
Vice-President

KS:sc
enclosure
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MEMORANDUM g
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL : ;j;j),ﬁ(?%.wj
e

April 18, 1985

MEMORANDUM FOR FREDERICK J. RYAN, JR.
FROM: ROBERT M. KIMMITT [{,|,

SUBJECT: Request From World Jewish Congress That
The President Visit a Concentration Camp
in Germany

The President announced yesterday that he would visit a concen-
tration camp while in Germany. The exact site has not yet been
designated.

-

Attachment
Tab A - Incoming Correspondence



ACTION April 17, 1985

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT M. KI
FROM: TYRUS W. COE
SUBJECT : Request From World Jewish Congress That

The President Visit a Concentration Camp
in Germany

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the memorandum at Tab I to Ryan.

Approve F>/ Disapprove

Attachment
Tab I Memo to Ryan
Tab A Incoming Correspondence

2955
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

MEMORANDUM | April 11, 1985
TO: ROBERT KIMMITT
FROM: FREDERICK J. RYAN, JR., DIRECTOR
PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENTS AND SCHEDULING
SUBJ: REQUEST FOR SCHEDULING RECOMMENDATION

PLEASE PROVIDE YOUR RECOMMENDATION ON THE FOLLOWING
SCHEDULING REQUEST UNDER CONSIDERATION:

EVENT: Visit a concentration camp site - to mark 40th anniversary of
Victory Day and of the defeat of Nazi Germany.

DATE: During European trip

LOCATION: Germany

BACKGROUND: See attached

YOUR RE?MENDATION :

Accept Regret Surrogate Message Other
Priority
Routine

IF RECOMMENDATION IS TO ACCEPT, PLEASE CITE REASONS:

The President announced yesterday that he would visit a
concentration camp while in Germany. The exact site has
not yet been designated.

Robert M. Kimmitt

Executive Secretary
RESPONSE DUE 4/15/85 TO JEAN APPLEBY JAC@N

Y-
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WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS

RECEIVEDCONGRES JUIF MONDIAL ¢ CONGRESO JUDIO MUNDIAL
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ONE PARK AVENUE

AR 071085

I o ) NEW YORK, N.Y. 10016
SCE‘EE,L{'LL— :l‘ NG . CABLE: WORLDGRESS, NEW YORK
) fombis ’ TELEPHONE: (212) 679-0600
BUENOS AIRES March 22, 1985 TeLex: 23 61 29
i3 Larrea 744
o GENEVA
: 1 rue de Varembe Mr. Ronald Reagan
z JERUSALEM The White House
4 Rotenberg Street Washington, D.C. 20500
Z LONDON
11 Hertford Street
i’ PARIS Dear Mr. President:
3 78 Av. des Ch. Elysees .
+3 ROME I am writing as Vice~President of the World Jewish Congress and
o Piazza Scanderbeq 51 as a member of the United States Holocaust Memorial Council, and .
!g 9 as a concentration camp survivor, to appeal to you to visit a {
fg concentration camp site during your next visit to Europe, to mark

the fortieth anniversary of Victory Day and of the defeat of Nazi
Germany. I cannot possibly deseribe how much your visit would
mean to the free world, to the Jews, and especially to the
survivors. Your reluctance to make such a visit would be taken
as insensitivity to the agony of freedom loving people the world
over, and especially the Jewish people.

Dear Mr. President, how can we teach our young people the horrors
of the Holocaust when the leader of the greatest democracy in
the world seems prepared to forget it?

Dear Mr. President, I have heard that you are unwilling to mark

the Victory Day anniversary by visiting a concentration camp site

in Germany or Austria, because you do not want to hurt them by R
reninding them of the past. This would seem to suggest that nothing
has changed, and that today's Germans  and Austrians are no better.

than their Nazi predecessors.

However, to circumvent these difficulties, may I suggest that
while in Europe you visit the Natzweiller-Struthof concentration
camp, in Alsace, on the French side of the border. The World
Jewish Congress will be holding its formal commemoration of the
end of World War II in Strasbourg, at the seat of the European
Parliament, from May 16 through May 19. As part of this
commemoration, there will be a solemn memorial at Struthof
attended by Jewish leaders and dignitaries from around the
world. )
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The representatives of all Jewish communities would be honored
if you.were to attend, and they would arrange their schedule

7 to coincide with yours.
by =
g Two years ago I 1lit a candle in the White House in your presence
.5 as a memorial to the six million martyred. Enclosed 1is a copy
ﬁi of the New York Times front page for your information.
%3
%? It would be appropriate if I were able to light a candle in
ﬂé your presence in Natzweiller-Struthof. Please reconsider your
35 ' decision.
=3
:‘%ﬁ
4
%ﬁ Sincerely yours,
&1 / ' /) A -
¥ . 1’ // .
é% Kalman Sultanik '
ﬁ% Vice-President
i
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'!I!TEWECEIMNYHONORSNAZIS VICTIMS: As mmmmnmamm.
and Sigmund Strochlitx light candies, ane for each million of the six miltion Jews killed in the Holocaust. Page A21.

WASEINGTON April 20 (AP) —Con-
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" “Todaywajo!nmetherwlthﬁmre-

dmmmmmm

gress and President Reagan led the na. 'solvethatthisnaﬂon'ﬂlnotremjnm capitals of more than 40 states and spe-

tion today in commermnorating the six
million Jews who were victims of the
Nazi Holocaust pearly four decades

‘880,
Mpd:ﬂdmnndonloobasntmn. .

etly at a nmple ceremony under the
Capitol dome, survivors of the Holo- -
mutuxandlu one for each mil. !
nonunodinthtlmmbyNuiGer !
many before and during World WarIlto !
exterminate the Jews.

A similar ceremnony, led by the Presi. '
dent, was held at the White House.

because “the things that bring us to.'
ptha-h-'omlﬂ.llpudbletntbt

world today.”

-Senator Ted Stevens, Republican of
Alasia, mpthorlngut.beapitol
sthat the commemoration was being
theid to ‘‘demand that history not repeat

idifferent to human misery and suffer-
!mgwhuemwemyﬂndlt n .

: Mnmw

The Speaker of the House, Thomas P.
0O'Neill Jr. of Massachusetts, said, “We
mmﬂfywthenoloamtmaderm
. reaffirm our insistent belief in the sa-
cmdnaaoﬂnmnnlﬂemdthemh
.of values."”

added, “We also mourn man, who is
capable of destroying othcrs and all
that gives life meaning.”

The United States is the only nation
other than Israel thatmrkstheaolo-
caust with national ceremonies.

The two-part ceremony ‘at the White'

Tasema amd ot

cial shows on public television,

0 ||ﬂ|d" nﬂln’ﬂ'“l !!'IIIII w:
hdpAmwlmrem-nbcmom
“atic atterapt by Nazi Germany to exter-
- minate Jews. :
The council said the Public Broad.
casting was providing its sta.
tons wi ﬂhnsmp::‘namw
C posters
life before, and after the
wﬂnhalphyadmmﬂob-
"bies of nine Federal departments and
-one Federal office.
Lnuddidm.lunel?llnpubuclchool
and college libraries have been notified

posters Holocaust.
Elie Wiesel, chairman of the council,
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March 26, 1985

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH: DONALD T. REGAN
FROM: PAT BUCHANAN
SUBJECT: CNXTDDANTNAD OTTAMA TINAT ACATICM T 'I.'.:TTER

In attached letter, Mario Cuomo is attempting to capitalize on
President's remarks re: Holocaust and German visit. May be
raised in New York. Suggested response if asked:

A) Holocaust one of the great moral obscenities of all time

B) Should never be forgotten

C) President has commemorated it almost every year in
Washington, D.C.; intends to do so again this year.

Reason he will not visit Dachau this year -- President wants the
emphasis and focus of this trip to be =- not the crimes of the
Nazis ~- but the end of hostilities between German and American

peoples, the beginning of peace, the building of permanent
friendship and alliance between United States and a democratic
Germany.

Other point President was making: Young Germans, most of whom
were not even born when Holocaust took place, should not be
forced to bear the guilt of the crimes of Hitler's Reich.
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March 25, 1985

The President
The White House
Washington, D. C. 20500

Dear Mr., President:

I write to you as an American, a Governor and g merber of the United States
Holocaust Memorial Council,

Mr President, I am afraid that your explanation cn Thursday evening for not
[ V151t.mg Dachau may suggest an insensitivity that is not appropriate to your

/ high office. Your remarks can be seen as an affronLIoWgﬁ__@@_ﬂgﬁJ\s

6%” the Holocaust and an insult to the survivors. One would hope that your remarks
were inadvertent and that you will correct them.

It is difficult to believe that you intended the cbvious impact of the words to the

effect that there are '’ few alive that remember even the war, and certainly

none of them who were adults and participating in any way,! whilé the United States
\\gb’vanment has deportation proceedings pending against scores of Nazi war criminals,

the French government is preparing to try Klaus Barbie and an active international
search continues for the infamous Dy, Mengele,
\-

Your caments about "a guilt feeling that's been imposed upon'" the German people
\\only serves to aid the cause of those who have spent the years since 1945 attempting

to expunge the memory of the Holocaust and to deny its reality.

Many of the survivors record in their memoirs that what gave them the courage to
survive amidst the bestial and inhumane conditions of the extermination camps was
\ their des‘ witness. 'I'hey wanted to be able to record these atroc1t1es,

but as a waerning to the world of’

legag of centggles of gp_tl-sgrut.l . ‘
more difficult to lain to youn i ring the events

and meaning of the Holocaust. Those who counsel forgetting the Holocaust and its
lessons expose humanity to a very serious danger.

your_position at your earliest possible opport\hity

}I urge you, Rost. sincerely, to reconsider the words you chose last week, and _restate
i

Respectfully,

Governor
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March 25, 1985

The President
The White House
Washington, D. C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

I write to you as an American, a Governor and a member of the United States
Holocaust Memorial Council.

Mr. President, I am afraid that your explanation on Thursday evening for not
visiting Dachau may suggest an insensitivity that is not appropriate to your

high office. Your remarks can be seen as an affront to the memory of the victims
of the Holocaust and an insult to the survivors. One would hope that your remarks
were inadvertent and that you will correct them.

It is difficult to beliewve that you intended the obvious impact of the words to the
effect that there are "very few alive that remamber even the war, and certainly
none of them who were adults and participating in any way," while the United States
government has deportation proceedings pending against scores of Nazi war criminals,
the French government is preparing to try Klaus Barbie and an active international
search continues for the infamous Dr, Mengele.

Your comments about "a guilt feeling that's been imposed upon" the German pecple
only serves to aid the cause of those who have spent the years since 1945 attempting
to expunge the memory of the Holocaust and to deny its reality.

Many of the survivors record in their memoirs that what gave them the courage to

survive amidst the bestial and inhumane conditions of the extermination camps was
their desire to bear witness. They wanted to be able to record these atrocities,
not prampted by hate or a desire for ¥Vengeance, but as a warning to the world of

the legacy of centuries of anti~Semitism. Your comments I'm afraid, have made it
more difficult to explain to young people the necessity of remembering the events
and meaning of the Holocaust. Those who counsel forgetting the Holocaust and its
lessons expose humanity to a very serious danger.

I urge you, most sincerely, to reconsider the words you chose last week, and restate
your position at your earliest possible opportunity.

Respectfully,

Governor
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March 27, 1985

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH DONALD T, REGAN
FROM ; EDWARD ROLLINS *
SUBJECT: GOVERNGR CUOMO'S HOLCCAUST LETTER
- - ) o you v~~~ At=~ rour 7
e Houue Lcopunoe, 8rX& accacusu sur yullr

Lreview. 1e respoase 1s censistent with the memo vou received
from Pat Buchanan yesterday.

This may be of interest to you because of vour trip to New York
tomorrow.

Attachments



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

March 26, 1985

Dear Governor Cuomo:

On behalf of the President, I thank you for your letter
concerning the President's trip to Germany later this spring, and
the decision not to visit Dachau. We reviewed carefully with the
German Government the possibility of a visit to Dachau in
planning the President's itinerary.

The President intends that the focus of this trip should be the
ending of hostilities between the German and American peoples,
the continuous peace that followed and the building of permanent
friendship and alliance between the United States and a
democratic Germany. While the President recognizes the Holocaust
as one of the great moral obscenities of all times, and feels
very strongly that its horrors should never be forgotten, its
remembrance is not the purpose of this year's trip to Germany.
Time and time again, the President has taken part in ceremonies
remembering the Holocaust and, undoubtedly, will take frequent
opportunity to do so in the future.

Again, thank you for bringing your concerns to the President's:
attention. If I can be of any further assistance, please do not
hesitate to contact me.

Simgerely,

.
Andrew H. Card, Jr. <!
Special Assistant to *he President

for Intergovernmental Affairs

The Honorable Mario M. Cuomo
Governor of New York
Albany, New York 12224
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March 25, 1985

The President
The white House
Washington, D. C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

I write to you as an American, a Governor and a member of the United States
Holocaust Memorial Council.

‘Mr President, I am afraid that your explanation on Thursday evening for not
B (l visiting Dachau may suggest an insensitivity that is not appropriate to your
_[4, /) thigh office. Your remarks can be seen as an affront to the memory of the _victims
!

of the Holocaust and an insult to the survivors. One would hope that your remarks

were inadvertent and that you will correct them.

It is difficult to believe that you intended the cbvious impact of the words to the
effect that there are " few alive that remember even the war, and certainly
none of them who were adults and participating in any way, ! TwHile the Uriited States

uuuuu

\govemrrent has deportat:.on pmceedings pending aga:mst scores of Nazi war criminals,

e

‘-..-..__-—-

_sea.rch continues for the infamou§ Dr, Mengele.

Your comments about "a guilt feeling that's been imposed upon" the German pecple
yonly serves to ald thé cause of those who have spent the years since 1945 attempting
‘E \to _expunge the memory of the Holocaust and to deny its reality.

vt e A Can s S

Many of the survivors record in their memoirs that what gave them the courage to
survive amidst the bestial and inhumane conditions of the extermination camps was

\{thej_r desire to bear witness, They wanted to be able to record these atrocities,
‘not ,pranpted«by_habe_or_a desire_for ¥engeance, but as a warm.ng to the world of -

¥ 't.he legacy of centuries of anti-Semitism. Your comments I'm afraid, have made it
more difficult to_explain to young pecple_the necessity of remembering the e eve.nts
and meaning of the Holocaust. Those who counsel forgetting the Holocaust t and 1
lessons expose humanity to a very serious danger.

your position at your earliest possible opportunity.

\}I_vqx;_ge__ygg,__msp_ sincerely, to reconsider the words vou chose last week, and restate

Respectfully,

Governor





