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reminded that this event did happen -- especially now when so
many survivors of the Holocaust are still alive to speak of their
experiences.

The citizens of the Federal Republic of Germany have made
significant efforts to deal with their past, and West Germany has
compensated the State of Israel, and those surviving victims of
the Holocaust, for the injustices and injuries inflicted upon
them, with reparations. Certainly if you were to go to Dachau,
your visit would not be construed as an accusation of the current
West German government of complicity with the grievous wrongs
committed by the Nazis 40 years ago. To refuse to visit Dachau
for the reasons you have stated would be considered an abdication
of responsibility to those who perished in the Nazi Holocaust and
to those Americans who gave their lives in defense of our country
and our values. For if the world forgets what happened in Nazi
Germany 40 years ago, humanity may be doomed to repeat that sad
chapter of history.

On the basis of a number of discussions I've had with West
Germans who lived through the Nazi period, I believe there are a
great many citizens of the Federal Republic who regret your
decision. These Germans themselves are committed to remind their
countrymen of the horrors that were committed by Germans during
this period of time.

Mr. President, I urge you in the strongest possible terms to
reconsider your decision. It would remind the entire world of
the evil the Allies confronted 40 years ago and the importance of
defending our values. A visit to Dachau would demonstrate your
commitment to the belief that the lessons of the Holocaust should
be taught and must be remembered.

Sincerelw
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Dear Mr. President:

It was with great amazement and shock that I listened to

i your comments and rationale concerning your decision not to visit

a concentration camp site on your forthcoming visit to Germany.

- I could not believe what I heard.

I do not quarrel, although I disagree, with your decision.
Your decision is not the issue. I do, however, quarrel with the
reasons for your decision and your explanations.

The fair import of your remarks was that the murder of
6,000,000 people (for no reason other than being Jewish) was a
necessary prelude to peace. Was it really a prerequisite to
first impose this terribly inhumane blight on world history be-
fore peace could be sought? Did peace really begin then? Did
friendship really start then? Do we have peace and friendship
today?

Are you also saying that we should forget about the Holocaust
simply because it occurred 40 years ago? Should we also forget
the Civil War? The Inqguisitions? Viet Nam?

Your comments only serve to bolster those who maliciously

and deliberately seek to distort history --- those who falsely
claim that the Holocaust never occurred --- those who want to
sweep it under the rug. I invite your attention to the hateful

and deceitful publication "Hoax of the Twentieth Century".

Do you for a moment really believe that your visit to a con-
centration camp site would re-ignite the passions and memories
of those remaining victims and the families of those who were
slaughtered? Their memories, their passions and their scars
have remained and will always remain so long as they and their
descendants live.

(cont'd)



Mr. President, you apparently do not understand the meaning
and the purpose of keeping the memories of the Holocaust alive.
You apparently do not understand the meaning and purpose of holding
thousands of yearly Holocaust Memorial Services in the United States
and throughout the world. You apparently do not understand the
meaning and purpose of the thousands of permanent Holocaust Centers
existing in so many countries. (Parenthetically I am very proud of
the Center in my District, at the Bronx High School of Science.)
You apparently do not understand the meaning and purpose of the
Holocaust being part of the history curriculum of so many schools.

That purpose, that meaning is very simple —-—-- to keep alive
the memory of the Holocaust, as painful and as hurtful as it
is, =--- so that there will never again be another Holocaust.

Governor Mario Cuomo, in his letter to you, has very graphi-
cally expressed the feelings and hurts of so many.

I write this letter, not only as a New York State Senator
but also as an American Jew anc
Association of Jewish Legislatc
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Senator

Honorable Ronald Reagan
President of the United States
The White House

Washington, DC 20500
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April 3, 1985

The Honorable Ronald Reagan
President of the United States
The White House

Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

This letter is written in hope. That hope is predicated on your steadfast and
heartfelt -- and very much appreciated -- support of my legislation to bestow honorary
United States Citizenship on Raoul Wallenberg. Your support for this effort was
consistent and firm from the outset, and was critical to its ultimate success.

My hope is also predicated on our shared experience of the Second World War, and
our opposition to totalitarianism and the degradation that it brings to human life. More
personally, my hope is based on your unforgettably moving speech at the American
Military Cemetery at Omaha Beach ten months ago when we stood together
commemorating the anniversary of the Normandy Invasion.

If we as Americans are not to be like a cork bobbing aimlessly on a stormy sea, we
must be firmly anchored by an understanding of our past. And the experiences of 40
years ago -- which we both share -- are key to understanding our world today.

In that spirit, I am not now asking you to visit the Dachau concentration camp
during your forthcoming visit to Germany. But I do ask you to do one thing before you
make a final decision on that question: I ask you to watch the television miniseries
"Wallenberg: A Hero's Story" which will be broadcast April 8 and 9.

After you have seen that incredible but true story, then decide whether or not to
visit Dachau. You owe it to yourself to see this story of the heroism of Wallenberg and
of the martyrs he sought to save. Then make the decision about whether to skip what is
likely to be your only and last opportunity as President to stand symbolically with
Wallenberg,

Cardially

lom Lantos
Member of Congress
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v #ouse of Representatives
Washington, B.E. 20515

April 2, 1985

The President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20036

Dear Mr. President:

Your remarks Tast week in response to a reporter's question have
prompted confusion and concern over our nation's commitment to the
memory of the Holocaust. A refusal to attend ceremonies next month
at Dachau have raised questions throughout the world as to whether our
nation's Teaders believe that the Holocaust is to be forgotten in the
pages of history or whether it shall remain as a 1iving and constant
reminder of the greatest of human tragedies.

This concern is compounded by remarks in the past by your new
Communications Director Patrick Buchanan.  His remarks have added to
the doubts about your Administration's commitment to the memory of
the victims of the Holocaust. On several occasions over the lTast few
years, Mr. Buchanan has criticized the efforts of the Justice Depart-
ment's Office of Special Investigations to pursue the trail of Nazi
war criminals. During an interview in 1982, Mr. Buchanan called for
the "abolition" of the O0ffice of Special Investigations, which he
termed a "fruitless exercise” and "not a proper use of resources".
During the discussion Mr. Buchanan insisted that there is no "singularity"
about the Holocaust that warrants investing federal funds in "going
after people who are about 70 years old now" and whose crimes "occurred
thirty-five, forty years ago". He Tlater authored two nationally
syndicated columns in which he renewed his attacks on the Office.

Although in the past your Administration has supported the
activities of the Office of Special Investigations, these statements
and Mr. Buchanan's appointment to the highest councils of the White
House now raise questions about the commitment of our nation's political
leaders to the memory of the Holocaust.

I believe it is important to take action to alleviate concerns
and correct these wrong impressions. It-is essential that a visit



cw

be scheduled to the Dachau Holocaust site next month in
participate in the Holocaust ceremonies and, just as img
it is essential that you assure the world that Mr. Buchs
peculiar views are strictly his own and that these views
be allowed to influence Administration policy or to inte
the workings of the O0ffice of Special Investigations.

Two years ago in a speech to more than 15,000 Holoc
survivors you stated, "Our most sacred task now is insur
memory of this greatest of human tragedies, the Holocaus
fades -- that its lessons are not forgotten."

I hopé that as the 40th Anniversary of this greates
tragedies approaches that you will do all that you can t
the memory of the Holocaust never fades nor is forgotten.

BERT G. TORRICELLI
Member of Congress


























































































\ } T THE WHITE HOUSE
\
\ WASHINGTON

May 8, 1985

Dear Ray:

Thank you for sharing with us your views concerning the¢
Visit to the Federal Republic of Germany. We fully unde:
of your concerns and assure you the President's feelings
against humanity perpetrated by the Nazi regime are no 1
President Reagan has attempted to make absolutely clear «
the revulsion all Americans feel for the horrors which we;
the name of the German state and our determination not t
As you know, his itinerary included a ceremony at Berge:
tration camp in order to pay homage to all those who peri
of the Nazis. As he said on the anniversary of the liber:
April 21, there can and should be no absolution.

President Reagan is certain you agree that, as part of ou
from the experiences of this dark era, we must not reject
reconciliation. The President was asked by Chancellor Kc
to a German military cemetery in Bitburg, and he has hon

For four decades, the Federal Republic of Germany has fs
and responsibilities of its Nazi past and has, in countless
concretely its commitment to democratic ideals and human
standing shoulder to shoulder with us in the Alliance in d
With particular regard to the younger generation in Germ:
to demonstrate that, while we continue to hold the nation
past, we do not consider them to bear individual responsi
of Nazism.

Let me make clear that the President does not consider his
Bitburg to represent an act of forgiveness for those crime
of acknowledgment of the democratic society the German p.
He considers this to be a positive gesture which in no wa;
his full and heartfelt commitment to remember and honor t
H~l~ne~rst and the American soldiers who gave their lives t
regime and its crimes.

Sincerely,

M. B. Oglesby, Jr.
Assistant to the President

Tr~ Honorable Raymond J. McGrath
house of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

MBO/STATE/NSC/KRJ/ech-MBO8
cc: Will Ball, Cong. Affrs.















April 12, 1985

President Ronald Reagan
The White House
Washington, DC

Dear President Reagan:

I write to you as a Republican officeholder concerned about the
announced plans for your visit to Germany. I believe it 1is
mistaken both as policy and as a political matter for you to plan
to visit a German military cemetery but not a concentration camp
site.

I agree that we have a national interest in supporting the pre-
sent democratic and pro-Western regime in Germany and in recogni-
zing the emergence of a post-World War II generation. Your
original decision not to make the obligatory ritual visit to a
concentration camp site may have been defensible in that 1light.
However, at the same time as you visit a Gggman military ceme-
tery, to fail to visit either an Allied cemetery or a site appro-
priate for remembrance of the victims of Naziism is to fail ¢to
acknowledge the special character of World War II as a just war
against an especially nefarious tyranny. In view of your correct
insistence on the paral distinction between the West and the
Eastern totalitarian regimes, I believe that you are foregoing an
important opportunity and occasion for moral leadership.

From a political point of view, many of us are attempting to wean
sectors of the Jewish community from its historiec liberalism and
support of the Democratic party. Your policies in the Middle
East and your noble efforts on behalf of Ethiopian Jewry cer-
tainly wentitle you to support and recognition. An insensitive
act 1like your announced travel plans gives an unnecessary argu-
ment to those who continue to identify the Republican party and
conservatism exclusively with the "country club set",

I urge you to modify your plan appropriately.
Sincerely,
<2502 e 8 g o il a2

DAVID G. EPSTEIN
Councilmember














