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THE WHITE HOUSE 
CORRESPONDENCE TRACKING WORKSFEFT 

H1COMI1'JG 

DATE PECFIVED: APRIL 18, 1985 

NA~E OF CORRESPONDENT: RABBI MARTIN FREEDMAN 

SUBJECT: FORWARDS PETITIONS OPPOSING DECISION NOT 'TO 
VISIT DACHAU AND OPPOSES DECISION TO VISIT 
GERMAN MILITARY CEMETERY 

ID# 301410 
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JEWISH FEDERATION OF NORTH JERSEY 
One Pike Drive, Wayne, New Jersey 07470 □ Tel. (201) 595-0555 

President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. Reagan: 

April 15, 1985 

L 
We submit the encl osed petitions of more than 

400 names vehemently opposing your plan not to 
visit Dashau. We are shocked and dismayed that 
you would chose to visit a German military cemetery 
over paying tribute to the millions who were brutally 
murdered at the hands of the Nazis. We are a lso 
appalled that you would visit the graves of German 
soldiers instead of the graves of American and 
allied soldiers who fought so bravely for freedom. 

We cannot believe that your plan advances 
a healthy reconciliation between our countries. 
It insults the feelings of all those who suffered 
at the hands of the Third Reich and fought it. 
And it sends the wrong message to generations too 
young to remember the Holocaust personally. 

On behalf of the enclosed petitioners and 
the 35,000 Jews residing in the North Jersey area, 
plus the thousands of World War II veterans that 
reside here as well, I urge you to change your 
plans. 

/ev 
enc. 

Respectfully, 

Rabbi Martin Freedman, Chairman 
Jewish Community Relations Council 

Loca l Beneficiary Agencies: Bureau of Jewish Educat ion • Community Relations Council • Council on Aging • Daughters of Miriam Center for the Aged • Fair Lawn Jewish 
Community Counci l • Federation Apartments • Frisch School • Jewish Family Service e Jewish Students Association • Soviet Resettlement Program • YM-YWHA • Yavneh Academy 

Affiliated Communities: Allendale • Bloomingdale • Butler • Elmwood Park • Fair Lawn • Franklin Lakes • Haledon • Hawthorne • Kinnelon • Lincoln Park • Litt le Fa lls 
• North Haledon • Oakland • Paterson • Pequannock • Pompton Lakes • Pompton Plains • Prospect Pork • Ringwood • Riverdale • Rochelle Park • Saddle Brook • Totowa 
• Wa ldwick • Wanaque • Wayne • West Milford • Wyckoff 

The United Jewish Appeal is the Fund Raising Arm of the Jewish Federation of North Jersey 



HONORARY BOARD MEMBERS 

INinQ Brawer 
MornllJ. Cole 
Jennie Dunkelman 
David Greenberg 
Hon. Charles Joelson 
Selma Kramer 
Irving Kwiat 
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Jerry Lewkowicz 
Morris Mandon 
Morris Merker 
Alan Mintz 
Philip Moss 
Arthur Rebell 
Alvin Reisbaum 
Molla Reisbaum 

Carol Rosenblatt 
Marc Rosenblatt 
Leon S. Rosenblum 
Ron Rosensweig 
Curt Salm 
Walter Sanders 
Dr. Howard Sandler 
Philip E. Sarna 
Linda Schenker 
Michael Schenker 

• Lou is E. Schotz 
Gladys Schwarz 
Joseph Silverman 
Joyce Silverstein 
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Joanne Sprechman 
Mitchell Zalon 
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• Norman Zelnick 
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JEWISH FEDERATION OF NORTH JERSEY 

HOLOCAUST COMMEMORATION COMMITTEE 

Wayne, New Jersey 
Apr i 1 1 4 , 1 985 

We, who are gathered to commemorate the 40th 
an n i ~J e r '=· a. r· Y o f t h e l i b e r· a t i on of c on c e n t r· a t i o n c amp s a n d of 
all of Europe, are shocked and dismayed at the plans 
announced for Pres. Ronald Reagan's trip to W. Germany. We 
understand that the President does not plan to visit Dachau 
concentration camp. Neither does he plan to visit the 
gr a '.J e s o f Am e r· i c a n or· o t h e r a 1 1 i e d so l d i e r s . R a t h e r , h e 
will remember the soldiers of the Third Reich by visiting a 
cemetery for German soldiers. 

t.J e c .3. n n o t b e l i e ,_,. e t h a t t h i s p l an a d •.J a. n c e s a h e a l t h y 
r e c on c i l i a t i on b e t ,,'-' e e n o u r c o u n t r i e s . I t i n s u l t s t h e 
feelings of a.11 those r,,.Jho suf-fer·ed at the hands of the 
Third Reich and who -fought it. And it sends the wrong 
message to generations too young to remember the War 
personally. 

We urge Pres. Reagan to quickly announce the reversal 
of his currently announced plans. 

NAME ADDRESS 
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JEWISH FEDERATION OF NORTH JERSEY 

HOLOCAUST COMMEMORATION COMMITTEE 

Wayne, New Jersey 
April 14, 19:35 

We, who are gathered to commemorate the 40th 
an n i lJ e r s a. r- y o -f t h e l i be r a t i on of c o n ,: e n t r- a t i o n c a.m p '=· a n d o -f 
all o-f Europe, are shocked and dismayed at the plans 
announced for Pres. Ronald Reagan's trip to W. Germany. We 
understand that the President does not plan to visit Dachau 
concentration camp. Neither does he plan to visit the 
gr av e s of Ame r i c an or o t h e r a 1 1 i e d so l d i e r s • Ra t h e r , h e 
will remember the soldiers of the Third Reich by visiting a 
cemetery -for German soldiers. 

We c an n o t be l i e v e t h a t t h i s p 1 a n a d ._,. a n ,: e s a h e a 1 t h ::,--· 
reconciliation be tween our countries. It i nsu 1 ts the 
f e e l i n gs of a 1 1 t h o s e ,,., h o s u f f e r e d a t t h e h a. n d s o f t h e 
Third Reich and who fought it. And it sends the wrong 
message to generations to~ young to remember the War 
personally. 

We urge Pres. Reagan to quickly announce the reversal 
of his currently announced plans. 

NAME ADDRESS 
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JEWISH FEDERATION OF NORTH JERSEY 

HOLOCAUST COMMEMORATION COMMITTEE 

Wayne, New Jersey 
April 14, 1985 

We, who are gathered to commemorate the 40th 
an n i tJ e r s a. r· ::,·· o -f t h e 1 i be r· a i: i on of c on c e n t r· a t i on c amp s an d of 
all of Europe, are shocked and dismayed at the plans 
announced for Pres. Ronald Reagan's trip to W. Germany. We 
understand that the President does not plan to visit Dachau 
concentration camp. Neither does he plan to visit the 
gr a tJ e s of Ame r i c an or o t h e r a 1 1 i e d so 1 d i e r s . Ra t h e r , h e 
will remember the soldiers of the Third Reich by visiting a 
cemetery for German soldiers. 

t.J e c a n n o t be 1 i e •.J e t h a t t h i s p 1 an a d tJ an c e s a h e a l t h y 
r e c on c i l i a t i on be t ,,.., e e n o u r c o u n t r i e s . I t i n s u l t s t h e 
f e e l i n g s o f a 1 l t h o s e 1,, . .1 h o s u f f e r· e d a. t t h e h an d s o f t h e 
Third Reich and who fought it. And it sends the wrong 
message to generations too young to remember the War 
per son a 1 l :-,,· . 

We urge Pres. "Reagan to quickly announce the reversal 
of his currently announced plans. 

NAME ADDRESS 

.. .,.,,,.. ·-
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JEWISH FEDERATION OF NORTH JERSEY 

HOLOCAUST COMMEMORATION COMMITTEE 

Wayne, New Jersey 
Apr i 1 1 4, 1 985 

We, who are gathered to commemorate the 40th 
an n i t} e r s . a r· ~·-· o -f t h e l i be r a t i or, of c on c e n t r a t i on c amp s an d of 
all of Europe, are shocked and dismayed at the plans 
announced for Pres. Ronald Reagan ✓ s trip to W. Germany. We 
understand that the President does not plan to visit Dachau 
concentration camp. Neither does he plan to visit the 
gr-aves of American or other allied soldiers. Rather, he 
will remember the soldiers of the Third Reich by visiting a 
cemetery for German soldiers. 

I..J e c a n n o t be 1 i e •.J e t h a t t h i s p 1 an a d tJ a n c e s a h e a l t h y 
r e c on c i l i a t i on be t ,_.., e e n o u r c o u n t r i e s . I t i n s u l t s t h e 
-f e e l i n gs o f a l l t h o s e ,,.., h o s u f f e r e d a t t h e h an d s o f t h e 
Third Reich and who fought it. And it sends the wrong 
message to generations too young to remember the War 
personally. · 

We urge Pres. "Reagan to quickly announce the reversal 
of his currently announced plans. 

.NAJV]E ADDRJ<~SS 

ry\ 
I 

~/.,;~/ }--? ~ 
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JEWISH FEDERATION OF NORTH JERSEY 

HOLOCAUST COMMEMORATION COMMITTEE · . E-.i.: VATICNCOP 

Wayne, New Jersey 
Apr i 1 1 4, 1 985 

We, who are gathered to commemorate the 40th 
an n i tJ e r '=· a. r· Y o f t h e 1 i be r· a t i on of c on c e n t r a t i on c amp s an d of 
all of Europe, are shocked and dismayed at the plans 
announced for Pres. Ronald Reagan/strip to W. Germany. We 
understand that the President does not plan to visit Dachau 
concentration camp. Neither does he plan to visit the 
gr a tJ e s o f Am e r' i c an or o t h e r a l l i e d so l d i e r s . Ra t h e r , h e 
will remember the soldiers of the Third Reich by visiting a 
cemetery for German soldiers. 

t,J e c a n n o t be l i e •.J e t h a t t h i s p l an a d lJ an c e s a h e a l t h y 

r e c on c i l i a t i on be t •--"' e e n o u r c o u n t r i e s . I t i n s u 1 t s t h e 
fee 1 in gs o-f a. l l those ,,,.1h o suffer· e d a. t the hands of the 
Third Reich and who fought it. And it sends the wrong 
message to generations too young to remember the War 
per·sona l 1 :Y. 

We urge Pres . • Reagan to quickly announce the reversal 
of his currently announced plans. 

NAME ADDRESS 

C2:Y11:::_ VSZtv,6> ~ -f--,_, 
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JEWISH FEDERATION OF NORTH JERSEY 

HOLOCAUST COMMEMORATION COMMITTEE 

Wayne, New Jersey 
Apr i 1 1 4, 1 985 

We, who are gathered to commemorate the 40th 
a.nn i tJers-c1.r·y of the 1 i be rat i or, of concentration camps and of 
all of Europe, are shocked and dismayed at the plans 
announced for Pres. Ronald Reagan/strip to W. Germany. We 
understand that the President does not plan to visit Dachau 
concentration camp. Neither does he plan to visit the 
gr a tJ e s of Ame r i c an or· o t h e r a l ·1 i e d so l d i e r s • Ra t h e r , h e 
will remember the soldiers of the Third Reich by visiting a 
cemetery for German soldiers. 

1,Je cannot be l i etJe that this pl an advances a heal thy 
r e c on c i 1 i a t i on be t tv e e n o u r c o u n t r i e s . I t i n s u l t s t h e 
-feelings of a 11 those 1,vho suffer·ed at the hands of the 
Third Reich and who fought it. And it sends the wrong 
message to generations too young to remember the War 
personally. 

We urge Pres . • Reagan to quickly announce the reversal 
of his currently announced plans. 

ADDRESS 



JEWISH FEDERATION OF NORTH JERSEY 

HOLOCAUST COMMEMORATION COMMITTEE 

Wayne, New Jersey 
Apr i 1 1 4, 1 985 

We, who are gathered to commemorate the 40th 
an n i t_.1 e r· s .. ::1. r· >"" o f t h e l i be r· a t i o 11 of c on c e n t r· a t i o n c am p s an d of 
all of Europe, are shocked and dismayed at the plans 
announced for Pres. Ronald Reagan ✓ s trip to W. Germany. We 
understand that the President does not plan to visit Dachau 
concentration camp. Neither does he plan to visit the 
gr a tJ e s of Am e r· i c an or~ o t h e r a l l i e d so 1 d i e r s . Ra t h e r , h e 
will remember the soldiers of the Third Reich by visiting a 
cemetery for German soldiers. 

t.J e c a n n o t be 1 i e t,o e t h a t t h i s p 1 an ad tJ an c e s ct. h e a l t h y 
r e c on c i l i a t i on be t 1 .. 11 e e n o u r c o u n t r i e s . I t i n s u 1 t s t h e 
f e e 1 i n gs o f a 1 1 t h o s e ,,.., h o s u f -f e r e d a t t h e h an d s of t h e 
Third Reich and who fought it. And it sends the wrong 
message to generations too young to remember the War 
personally. 

We urge Pres .. Reagan to quickly announce the reversal 
of his currently announced plans. 

NAME ADDRESS 



JEWlSH FEDERATION OF NORTH JERSEY 

HOLOCAUST COMMEMORAT 1 ON COMMITTEE 0 2E$ER .ATICN C1.,,""J . 

Wayne, New Jersey 
Apr i 1 1 4, 1 985 

We, who are gathered to commemorate the 40th 
a n n i t} e r '=· a. r· Y o f t h e 1 i be r a t i o II o f c on c e n t r a t i o n c a.mp s an d of 
all of Europe, are shocked and dismayed at the plans 
announced for Pres. Ronald Reagan ✓ s trip to W. Germany. We 
understand that the President does not plan to visit Dachau 
concentration camp. Neither does he plan to visit the 
gr· a t,1 e s o f f➔m e r i c an or· o t h e r a l ·1 i e d so 1 d i e r s . R a t h e r , h e 
will remember the soldiers of the Third Reich by visiting a 
cemetery for German soldiers. 

tJ e c a n n o t b e 1 i e t,o e t h a t t h i s p 1 a n a d '-J a n c e s a h e a 1 t h y 
rec on c i l i at i on be ti,1Je en our count r i es. I t i n su 1 ts the 
feelings of all those 1,•.Jho suffered at the hands of the 
Third Reich and who fought it. And it sends the wrong 
message to generations too young to remember the War 
per·sona11::,-. 

We urge Pres. -Reagan to quickly announce the reversal 
of his currently announced plans. 

NAME ADDRESS 
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JEWISH FEDERATION OF NORTH JERSEY 

HOLOCAUST COMMEMORATION COMMITTEE 

Wa y ne, New Jersey 
Apr i l 1 4, 1 985 

We~ who are gathered to commemorate the 40th 
an n i 1_.1 e r· s. 2. r· Y of t h e 1 i be r a t i o rr of c on c e n t r· a t i on c a.mp s an d o -f 
all of Europe, are shocked a nd disma y ed at the plans 
announced for Pres. Ronald Reagan's trip to W. Germany. We 
understand that the President does not plan to visit Dachau 
concentration camp. Neither does he plan to visit the 
gr av e s of Ame r i c a n or o t h e r a l l i e d so 1 d i e r s . Ra t h e r , h e 
will remember the soldiers of the Third Reich b y visiting a 
cemeter y for German soldiers. 

tJe cannot be ·1 i e•.Je that this pl an ad 1.Ja.nces a heal thy 
r e c on c i l i a t i on be t tv e e n o u r c o u n t r i e s . I t i n s u l t s t h e 
fee 1 i ngs of al 1 those 1,•.Jho ·:;;uf-fer· ed at the hands of the 
Third Reich and wh o fought it. And it sends the wrong 
message to generations too y oung to remember the War 
personall ::,- . 

We u r ge Pres. -Reagan to quickly ann o unce the reversal 
of his curren t l y an nounced plans. 

ADDRESS 
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JEWISH FEDERATION OF NORTH JERSEY 

HOLOCAUST COMMEMORATION COMMITTEE 

Wayne, New Jersey 
Apr i 1 1 4 , 1 985 

We, who are gathered to commemorate the 40th 
a n n i t_} e r· -=· c1. r· >·· o f t h e 1 i be r· a t i o rr of c on c e n t r a t i on c amp s an d of 
all of Europe, are shocked and dismayed at the plans 
announced for Pres. Ronald Reagan's trip to W. Germany. We 
understand that the President does not plan to visit Dachau 
concentration camp. Neither does he plan to visit the 
gr· a tJ e s o f i:~m e r~ i c an or o t h e r a l l i e d so l d i e r s . Ra t h e r , h e 
will remember the soldiers of the Third Reich by visiting a 
cemetery for German soldiers. 

1 .. J e c an n o t b e l i e ,_,. e t h a t t h i s p 1 a n ad tJ a n c e s a h e a 1 t h y 
rec on c i l i at i on be t1 .. 1.1e en our count r i es. I t i n su 1 ts the 
feelings of all those ,,,,ho suffer·ed at the hands of the 
Third Reich and who fought it. And it sends the wrong 
message to generations too young to remember the War 
personally. · 

We urge Pres. "Reagan to quickly announce the reversal 
of his currently announced plans. 

NAME ADDRESS 

a.- . 
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JEWISH FEDERATION OF NORTH JERSEY 

HOLOCAUST COMMEMORATION COMMITTEE ORESERVATIONCOP't 

Wayne, New Jersey 
Apr i 1 1 4, 1 985 

l.J e • 1.,.1 h o a. r· e g a t h e r· e d t o c omm em or· a t e t h e 4 0 t h 
an n i v e r· '=· a r· >·· o f t h e 1 i b e r· a t i o II of c on c e n t r· a t i on c amp s an d of 
all of Eur-ope, are shocked and dismayed at the plans 
announced for Pres. Ronald Reagan/strip to W. Germany. We 
understand that the President does not plan to visit Dachau 
concentration camp. Neither does he plan to visit the 
gr a l.J e s o f Am e r-- i c a n or o t h e r a 1 l i e d so l d i e r s • Ra t h e r , h e 
will remember the soldiers of the Third Reich by visiting a 
cemetery -for German soldiers. 

t,Je cannot bel ie•.Je that this plan ad•.Jances a healthy 
rec on c i 1 i at i on be ti,ve en our count r i es. I t i n su l ts the 
f e e 1 i n g s o f a 1 1 t h o -::;. e 1,v h o s u f f e r e d a t t h e h a n d s o f t h e 
Third Reich and who fought it. And it sends the wrong 
message to generations too young to remember the War 
p e r s on a l l ::.,.. . 

We urge Pres. Reagan to quickly announce the reversal 
of his currently announced plans. 

NAJVIE ADDRESS 
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JEWISH FEDERATION OF NORTH JERSEY 

HOLOCAUST COMMEMORATION COMMITTEE 

Wayne, New Jersey 
Apr i l 1 4, 1 985 

We, who are gathered to commemorate the 40th 
a n n i 1.,1 e r '-=· a. r- >·· o -f t h e l i be r a t i o rr o -f c or, c e n t r- a t i on c a.mp s an d o -f 
all o-f Europe, are shocked and dismayed at the plans 
announced for Pres. Ronald Reagan~s trip to W. Germany. We 
understand that the President does not plan to visit Dachau 
concentration camp. Neither does he plan to visit the 
gr a tJ e s of f1m e r- i c an or o t h e r a 1 1 i e d so 1 d i e r s • R a t h e r , h e 
will remember the soldiers of the Third Reich by visiting a 
cemetery for German soldiers. 

l,.J e c a. n n o t b e l i e v e t h a t t h i s p 1 an ad •-J a n c e s a h e a 1 t h y 
r e c on c i l i a t i on be t ,,,.., e e n o u r- c o u n t r i e s • I t i n s u l t s t h e 
-f e e 1 i n g s o f -::1. l l t h o s e i,,J h o s u f -f e r e d a t t h e h a n d s of t h e 
Third Reich and who fought it. And it sends the wrong 
message to generations too young to remember the War 
personall::,,. 

l,Je ur-ge Pr-es . . F.:eagan to qui ck 1 y announce the r-eversa l 
of his currently announced plans. 

NAME ADDRESS 

~ 
vu . -. - , tf.Cttjff --~-~'------· - -- -----rf---'~-,-L----

_,,. I!,. r- --~ (, 
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JEWISH FEDERATION OF NORTH JERSEY 

HOLOCAUST COMMEMORATION COMMITTEE 

Wayne, New Jersey 
Apr i 1 1 4, 1 985 

We, who are gathered to commemorate the 40th 
an n i tJ e r· '=· c1. r· Y o -f t h e l i be r a t i o 11 of c on c e n t r · a t i on c amp s an d of 
all of Europe, are shocked and dismayed at the plans 
announced for Pres. Ronald Reagan~s trip to W. Germany. We 
understand that the President does not plan to visit Dachau 
concentration camp. Neither does he plan to visit the 
gr a lJ e s o -f f~m e r· i c a n or o t h e r a l l i e d so l d i e r s . Ra t h e r , h e 
will remember the soldiers o-f the Third Reich by visiting a 
cemetery for German soldiers. 

t,J e c an n o t be l i e 1.J e t h a t t h i s p 1 an ad •.J a n c e s a h e a l t h y 

rec on c i l i a. t i on be h'1e en our count r i es. I t i n su l ts the 
f e e l i n g s o f .::1. l 1 t h o s e •,\I h o s u f f e r e d a. t t h e h a n d s of t h e 
Third Reich and who fought it. And it sends the wrong 
messaQe to generations too young to remember the War 
p e r s on a 1 1 ::-· . 

We urge Pres. ,Reagan to quickly announce the reversal 
of his currently announced plans. 

NANE 

/ 
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JEWISH FEDERATION OF NORTH JERSEY 

HOLOCAUST COMMEMORATION COMMITTEE nr;ESERVATION COPY 

Wayne, New Jersey 
April 14, 1985 

We, who are gathered to commemorate the 40th 
ann i 1_.1er· sc1.r- >·- of the l i ber-at i or, of concentr·at ion camps and of 
all of Europe, are shocked and dismayed at the plans 
announced for Pres. Ronald Reagan 1 s trip to W. Germany. We 
understand that the President does not plan to visit Dachau 
concentration camp. Neither does he plan to visit the 
gr-a tJ e s of Arn e r i c an or-· o t h e r a 1 l i e d so l d i e r s • R a t h e r , h e 
will remember the soldiers of the Third Reich b y visiting a 
cemetery for German soldiers. 

t.J e c an n o t be l i e tJ e t h a t t h i s p l an ad tJ a n c e s a h e a. l t h y 
r e c on c i l i a t i on be t 1, v e e n o u r c o u n t r i e s • I t i n s u l t s t h e 
f e e l i n g s o f a l l t h o s e 1, •J h o s u f f e r e d a t t h e h an d s of t h e 
Third Reich and who fought it. And it sends the wrong 
message to generations too young to remember the War 
personally. 

We urge Pres . . Reagan to quickly announce the reversal 
of his currently announced plans. 

NAME ADDRESS 

~ f~ f-i,evrllim _____ _ 
~~;~ii,.,: lus.h v --22#- . , 
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JEWISH FEDERATION OF NORTH JERSEY 

HOLOCAUST COMMEMORATION COMMITTEE 

Wayne, New Jersey 
Apr i 1 1 4 , 1 985 

We, who are gathered to commemorate the 40th 
an n i t_.1 e r· ~- c1. r· / of t h e 1 i be r· a t i on of c on c e n t r· a t i on c a.mp s an d of 
all of Europe, are shocked and dismayed at the plans 
announced for P~ s. Ron a 1 d Reagan., s tr· i p to t.J. Germany. We 
under,stand that fh--e, President does not plan to visit Dachau 
c on c e n t r· a t i on c amp . · ·. t·..J e _ i t he r doe s he p 1 an t o t} i s i t t h e 
gr av e s of Ame r~ i c an or o t h ·e r _ a 1 ·1 i e d so l d i e r s • Ra t h e r , h e 
will remember the soldiers ~f the Third Reich by visiting a 
cemetery for German soldiers. 

t.Jo2 c.::1-nnot bel i etJe that this pl an adtJances a. heal thy 
r e c on c i l i a t i on be t 1,.., e e n o u r c o u n t r i e s . I t i n s u l t s t h e 
f e e l i n gs o f ·='- l 1 t h o s e ,, .. , h o s u f f e r· e d a. t t h e h a n d s o f t h e 
Third Reich and who fought it. And it sends the wrong 
message to generations too young to remember the War 
personally. 

1,.Je ur· ge Pr-es . . F~eagan to quickly 
of his currently announced plans. 

announce the reversal 

ADDRESS 



JEWISH FEDERATION OF NORTH JERSEY 

HOLOCAUST COMMEMORATION COMMITTEE PRESERVATION COP'f,4 

Wayne, New Jersey 
Apr i l 1 4, 1 985 

We, who are gathered to commemorate the 40th 
a. n n i tJ e r '=· a r Y of t h e 1 i be r- a t i on of c on c e n t r· a t i on c amp s an d of 
all of Europe, are shocked and dismayed at the plans 
announced for Pres. Ronald Reagan ✓ s trip to W. Germany. We 
understand that the President does not plan to visit Dachau 
concentration camp. Neither does he plan to visit the 
gr a tJ e s o f {)m e r i c an or o t h e r a l l i e d so l d i e r s . Ra t h e r , h e 
will remember the soldiers of the Third Reich by visiting a 
cemetery for German soldiers. 

t.Je cannot be 1 i etJe that this pl an adtJances a hea. l thy 
r e c on c i l i a t i on be t I.-\' e e n o u r c o u n t r i e s . I t i n s u l t s t h e 
feelings of all those 1,•.Jhc, suffer·ed at the hands of the 
Third Reich and who fought it. And it sends the wrong 
message to generations too young to remember the War 
persona.11 y. 

We urge Pres. "Reagan to quickly announce the reversal 
of his currently announced plans. 

N AJVIE ADDRESS 
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JEWISH FEDERATION OF NORTH JERSEY 

HOLOCAUST COMMEMORATION COMMITTEE 

Wayne, New Jersey 
April 14, 1985 

t<J e , i,v h o a r e g a t h e r· e d t o c omm em or· a t e t h e 4 0 t h 
anniversary of the liberation of concentration camps and of 
all of Europe, are shocked and dismayed at the plans 
announced for Pres. Ronald Reagan's trip to W. Germany. We 
understand th~t the President does not plan to visit Dachau 
concentration camp. Neither does he plan to visit the 
gr a •.J e s of i:~m e r i c an or o t h e r a l ·1 i e d so l d i e r s . Ra t h e r , h e 
will remember the soldiers of the Third Reich by visiting a 
cemetery for German soldiers. 

f __ ,J e c a n n o t be l i e 1._.1 e t h a t t h i s p l an a d 1.J 2t n c e s a h e a l t h y 
r e c on c i l i a t i on be t tv e e n o u r c o u n t r i e s . I t i n s u l t s t h e 
f e e 1 i n g s o f ·='- 1 l t h o s e 1,,.1 h o s u f f e r e d a t t h e h a n d s o f t h e 
Third Reich and who fought it. And it sends the wrong 
message to generations too young to remember the War 
persona11::,,. 

We urge Pres. -Reagan to quickly announce the reversal 
of his currentl y announced plans. 

NAlViE 



l,.J a ::r-· n e , t •J ":- , \ I Lr e r s e y 

,::; r·• r- i I 1 ,i , 1 s:· 8 s 

tJe • ,,,t,,::, :11-,, fJ i"i tl ·1(-:>r-·e d to commemor· ,:1 t e the 40 t h 
a n n i t.1 e r· =- a. r · ::•·· o f t r, e l i b e r· a t i c, 1 , c, f c o r, c "" r, +_ r · .=- t_ ·, L-• ,

1 11 -~ ~ c amns and of a of EtJrc-,r-JP. , h I d l-
a r· e s , o c ( e a. n d d i s m a ye d a t t h e p l a n 

5 announced for Pre s . Ronald Reagan's trip tow. Ge rm a n y . We 
u n de r s t an d t h .:i. t t h e p ,~ e s i de n t doe s n o t P l a n t o '·' i s i t D a c h au 
c on c e n t r a t i on c -=<.mp . Ne i t h e r d O e s h e p 1 ·='- n t 

O 
\ .! i s. i t t h e 

9 r a \J e s o f {kn e r-· i c d n o r· o t h e r a l I i e d s o l d i e r 
5 

• R a t h e r , h e 
will remember the soldiers of the Third Rei c h b Y visiting a 
cemeter y for Germ a n so ldiers. 

l,.,J e C d. n n O t b !:' 1 i e 1. } ... _, +_ h " t t LIi. <::_ p 1 ::. r, d 
= 1 

, - ~ , , a. ,_,. a n c e '=· -=<- h e a 1 t h y 
r e c on c i 1 i a t I o r, b e t ,_ v (? e n o u r c o u n t r i e s . I t i n 

5 
u 1 t 

5 
t h e 

f e e 1 i n 9 s of ·='- 1 1 t h o s e v.r h o s u f f e r · e d a t -t h e h an d '=· 
0 

f t h e 
Thi rd Rei ch and , ,.rho -fought it. And j t se n d e_ t,...,e 

.C> , , , ... , r on g 
message to generations too young to remember the Wa r 
persona 1 l ·:...-. 

l,.J e 
of hi s 

urge Pr es . Reagan to quickl y 
c u r' r 1? n t 1 v a n n o u n c e d p l an s. • 

I 

announce the r· eversal 



JEWISH FEDERATION OF NORTH JERSEY 

HOLOCAUST COMMEMORATION COMMITTEE 
. ,::SEfiV/ff/0,\J COP'/ 

Wayne, New Jersey 
Apr i ·1 1 4, 1 985 

We, who are gathered to commemorate the 40th 
an n i v e r s 2<. r· / of t h e 1 i be r a t i on of c on c e n t r· a t i on c amp s an d of 
all of Europe, are shocked and dismayed at the plans 
announced for Pres. Ronald Reagan's trip to W. Germany. We 
understand that the President does not plan to visit Dachau 
concentration camp. Neither does he plan to visit the 
gr a tJ e s of {~me r i c an or o t h e r a l l i e d so 1 d i e r s . R a t h e r , h e 
will remember the soldiers of the Third Reich by visiting a 
cemetery for German soldiers. 

l,.Je cannot be l i etJe that this pl an ad1.Jances a hea 1 thy 
r e c on c i l i a t i on be ti.<1 e e n o u r c o u n t r i e s . I t i n s u l t s t h e 
fee 1 i ngs of al 1 those •A•ho suffered at the ha.nds of the 
Third Reich and who fought it. And it sends the wrong 
message to generations too young to remember the War 
personally. 

We urge Pres. -Reagan to quickly announce the reversal 
of his currently announced plans. 

NAME 

~~SYvu~ 
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JEWISH FEDERATION OF NORTH JERSEY 

HOLOCAUST COMMEMORATION COMMITTEE 

Wayne, New Jersey 
Apr i l 1 4, 1 985 

We, who are gathered to commemorate the 40th 
an n i ..,, e r s a r- :;,.·· of t h e l i be r a t i on of c on c e n t r a t i on c amp s an d of 
all of Europe, are shocked and dismayed at the plans 
announced for Pres. Ronald Reagan ✓ s trip to W. Germany. We 
understand that the President does not plan to visit Dachau 
concentration camp. Neither does he plan to visit the 
gr a lJ e s of Ame r i c an or· o t h e r a 1 ·1 i e d so 1 d i e r s . Ra t h e r , h e 
will remember the soldiers of the Third Reich by visiting a 
cemetery for German soldiers. 

l,,le cannot bel i etJe that this pl an adtJances a heal thy 
rec on c i 1 i at i on be h<Je en our count r i es. 1 t i n su 1 ts the 
-f e e l i n g s o f a l l t h o s e 1,,.1 h o s u f -f e r· e d a t t h e h an d s of t h e 
Third Reich and who fought it. And it sends the wrong 
message to generations too young to remember the War 
personall :Y . 

We urge Pres. "Reagan to quickly announce the reversal 
of his currently announced plans. 

ADDRESS 

Al \)C? 7~~ ~) 
' 

~ 
7[)~, 12;): <t) 7f70 

[G.r.,£., ,~ 1'~.c1y1D 



1_.,J a :,.-- n '" • r-J ,=_. ' '-' .LT e r '=- e y 

Apr' il 14, 1985 

t.J e ~ ,_.,JI , 1
) ·•" r·· e q a t h e r· e d t o c omm em or-a t e t h e 4 O t h 

a n n i t.J e r· =· -3. r - ::,·· o f t r-1 e l i b e r· a t i or, o -f c on c e n t r · a t i o n c a mp '=- a n d o f 
a 1 1 of Eu r op e • a r' e s h o c I< e d a n d d i s m ay e d a t t h e p l a n s 
a n n o u n c e d f ;) r·· r~· 1 P. s . P o n C:\ l d R e a g a n ·' s t r·· i p t o l .. J • G e rm a n y . l.,J e 
under st a nd t h ·" t th e Pr~ e s i d e n t does not p l a n t o ,_,. i s i t Dach au 
c on c e n t r a t i c, n c a m p . Ne i t h e r do e s h e p l a n t o ,.., i =· i t t h e 
gr a tJ e s o f l':-im e r·· i c d n o r' o t h e r a l I i e d s o l d i e r s . R a t h e 1· , h e 
wil 1 rememb e r th e s oldiers of the Third R e i c h b y v1 s 1 ting a 
cemeter y f o r German s o ldiers. 

I __ .J e c a n 11 o t b e l i e ,_,. e t h a t t h i s p l a n a d tJ a n c e '=· c\ h e a l t h y 
r e c on c i 1 i a t I o 11 b L" t , <J f? f.• n o u r c o u n t r i e s . I t i n s u I t c, t h e 
fee 1 i n gs of ·:c\ l l tho s e .,., ho suffer- e d at •the h a nd s o f the 
Th i r d Re i c h a n d , ,J h o -F o u <:..-:; h t i t . An d i t s e n d s t h e ,.,Jr o n g 
me s s a 9 e t o y e n e 1· .:<. t I o n s t o o y o u n g t o r em em b e r t h e I . .J a r 
personall Y . 

We urge Pr es . -Re a gan to quickly ann o un c e th e reversal 
of h i s c u r' r e n t l >' a n n o u n c e d p l an s. • 



lr<J a .. ,... n e , r,J ~, \I .J e r '=· e y 

Apr· i I 1 4, 1 985 

tJe, 1.,Jl,o -~r-,? qather-·ed to commemor·ate the 40th 
a n n i tJ e r · s a r · :, .. · o f t h e l i b e r · a t i o r, o f c on c e n t r· a t i o n c amp '=· a n d o f 
al 1 of Euro p e • a r' e sh o c I< e d a nd d i sm aye cl at the p l ans 
a. n n o u n c e d -f o r-· F' r e s P o n a 1 d R e a g a n ., s t r · i p t o i,,J • G e r m a n ;.' • 1,J e 
u n de r s t a n d t h '" t t h e P ,~ e s i de n t doe s n o t p l a n t o ,_,. i s i t D a c h a u 
c o n c e n t r a t i on c a rn p . t·-.J e i t h e r d o e s h e p l a n t o tJ 1 '=· i t t h e 
gr a tJ e s o f f'.~m 1~ , -. i c a n of' o t h e r a l ·1 i e d so l d i e r s . R a t h e r , h e 
will remember the soldiers of the Third Reich b y vis, ting a 
cemeter y for German soldiers. 

I..J e c a n n o t b e 1 i e •.,o e t h a t t h i s p l a n a d 1,0 a n c e '= a h e a 1 t h y 
rec on c i l i at , on be t,_,.,f? en our count r i es. I t i n s u l ts the 

f e e 1 i n 9 s o -f :=:.. l l t h o s e v.1 h o s u f ·f e r· e d a. t ·t h e h a n d '=· of t h e 
Th i r d Re i c h a n d ,. ,J h o -f o u 9 h t i t . An d i t s e n d s t h e , .. ,J r o n g 
message to generations too yo ung to remember the War 
personall ":✓• 

We urge Pres. Reagan to quickly announce the reversal 
of h i s c u r' r t? n t l v a. n n o u n c e d p l an s • 
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JEWISH FEDERATION OF NORTH JERSEY 

HOLOCAUST COMMEMORATION COMMITTEE 

Wayne, New Jersey 
Apr i 1 1 4 , 1 985 

We, who are gathered to commemorate the 40th 
ann i tJersc1.r->-' of the 1 i ber·a-t: i or, of concentration camps and of 
all of Europe, are shocked and dismayed at the plans 
announced for Pres. Ronald Reagan's trip to W . Germany. We 
understand that the President does not plan to visit Dachau 
concentration camp. Neither does he plan to visit the 
gr a v e s o f f~m e r~ i c a n or· o t h e r a l l i e d so l d i e r s • R a t h e r , h e 
will remember the soldiers of the Third Reich b y visiting a 
cemeter y for German soldiers. 

1..-J e c c1. n n o t be ·1 i e ,_,. e t h a t t h i s p l an ad tJ a n c e s a h e a 1 t h y 
r e c on c i l i a t i on be t 1, 1J e e n o u r c o u n t r i e s . I t i n s u l t s t h e 
-f e e 1 i n g s o -f a l 1 t h o s e 'A' h o s u -f f e r e d a. t t h e h a n d s o f t h e 
Third Reich and who fought it. And it sends the wrong 
message to generations too y oung to remembe r the War 
personall y . 

We urge Pres. "Reagan to quickly announce the r eversal 
of his currently announced plans. 

NAME ADDRESS 

----------· 
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ucwi~n rtutKAIJUN UF NORTH JERSEY 

HOLOCAUST COMMEMORATION COMMITTEE 

Wayne, New Jersey 
Apr i l 1 4 , 1 985 

t..Je, ,_,Jl, o a r-e gather-ed to commemor·ate the 40th 
a n n i t.J e r · s- c<. r · >·· o f t h e l i b e r· a t i o rr o -f c o n c e n t r · a t i o n c amp ~- an d o f 
all of Europe, are shocked and dismayed at the plans 
announced for Pres. Ronald Reagan's trip to W. German y . We 
understand that the President does not plan to visit Dachau 
concentration camp. Neither does he plan to v i sit the 
gr a tJ e s of {~me r-- i c an or o t h e r a 1 ·1 i e d so l d i e r s . Ra t h e r , h e 
will reme~ber the soldiers of the Third Reich b y v1s1ting a 
cemetery for German soldiers. 

tJ e c a n n c, t b e l i e ,_,. e t h a t t h i s p l a n ad tJ a n c e s a h e a l t h y 
r e c on c i l i a t i on be t tv e e n o u r c o u n t r i e s . I t i n s u l t s t h e 
f e e l i n g s o f a l 1 t h o s e ,, .. _, h o s u f f e r· e d a t ·t h e h a n d s o f t h e 
Third Reich and who fought it. And it sends the wrong 
message to generations too y oung to remember th e War 
personall::,, . 

We urge Pres. -Reagan to quickly announce the reversal 
of h i s c u r' r -e n t l >,. a n n o u n c e d p 1 an s . 

1\ nmrnss 
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TFE WHITE HOUSE 
CORRESPONDENCE TRACK I NG WORKSHEET 

ID# 30 1 41 7 

INCOMING ---
DATE RECEIVED: APPIL 19, 1985 

t-1AME OF CORRES PONDENT: THE HONORABLE WILLI MIT V. ROTH JR. 

SUBJECT: REQUESTS RECONSIDERATION OF DECISION TO VISIT 
THE CEMETERY AT BITBURG DURING UPCOMING TRIP 
TO WFST GFRMANY 

ACT,ION DISPOSITIOJ\1 

ROUTE TO: 
OFFICE / AGENCY (STAFF NAME) 

M. R. OGLESBY 
REFERRAL NOTE: 

REFERRAL J\10TE: 

REFERRAL NOTE: 

REFERRAL NOTE: 

REFERRAL NOTF: 

COMMENTS: 

ACT DATE TYPE C COMPLETED 
CODE YY/ M~ / DD RESP D YY / MM / DD 

' 
oRc as104/1~ ,1)t/1>':,h7Z>t ~ 

_ / _ / _ 

_ ! _ _ 

_ /_/_ ---

_ / _ /_ 

- _ /_ / _ 
I 

- _ / _ / _ 

-'---------------------------------

ADDITIONAL CORRESPONDENTS: MFDIA: L ,INDIVIDUAL CODES: 1220 

MAIL USER C0DES: (A) ( B) ( C ) ------ ------ ------

********************************************************************* 
*ACTION CODES: 

* 
*DISPO.SITION CODES: 

* 
*A-APPROPRIATE ACTION *A-ANSWERED 
*C-COMMENT / RECOM *B-NON-SPEC-RFFERRAL 
*D-DRAFT RESPONSE *C-COMPLETED 

*OUTGOING * 
* CORRESPONDENCE: * 
*TYPE RESP=INITIALS * 
* OF SIGNER * 
* CODE = A * 
*COMPLETED = DATE OF * *F-FURNISR FACT SHEET *S-SUS PFNDED 

*I-INFO COPY / NO ACT NEC* 
*R-DIRECT REPLY W/ COPY * 
*S-FOR-SIGNATURF * 
*X-INTERIM REPLY * 

* 
* 
* 
* 

OUTGOIJ\TG * 

* 
* 
* 

********************************************************************* 

REFER QUEST I ONS AND ROUTING UPDATES TO CEJ\TTRAL REFERENCE 
(ROOM 7 9,0EOB) EXT. 2 59 0 
KEEP THIS WORKSFEET ATTACHED TO THE ORIGIJ\1AL INCOMING 
LETTER AT ALL TIMES AND SEND COMPLETED RECORD TO RE CORDS 
MANAGEMENT. 



THE WHITE HOUSE­

WASH l,N GTO N 

May 8, 1985 

Dear Bill: 

Thank you for sharing with us your views concerning the President1s State 
Visit to the Federal Republic of Germany. We fully understand the depth 
of your concerns and assure you the President1s feelings about the crimes 
against humanity perpetrated by the Nazi regime are no less deeply felt. 
President Reagan has attempted to make absolutely clear during his visit 
the revulsion all Americans feel for the horrors which were committed in 
the name of the German state and our determination not to forget them. 
As you know, his itinerary included a ceremony at Bergen-Belsen concen­
tration camp in order to pay homage to all those who perished at the hands 
of the Nazis. As he said on the anniversary of the liberation of that camp 
April 21, there can and should be no absolution. 

President Reagan is certain you agree that, as part of our efforts to learn 
from the experiences of this dark era, we must not reject opportunities for 
reconciliation. The President was asked by Chancellor Kohl to pay a visit 
to a German military cemetery in Bitburg, and he has honored that request . 

For four decades, the Federal Republic of Germany has faced up to the guilt 
and responsibilities of its Nazi past and has, in countless ways, demonstrated 
concretely its commitment to democratic ideals and human rights, including 
standing shoulder to shoulder with us in the Alliance in defense of freedom. 
With particular regard to the younger generation in Germany, it is important 
to demonstrate that, while we continue to hold the nation responsible for its 
past, we do not consider them to bear individual responsibility for the crimes 
of Nazism. 

Let me make clear that the President does not consider his appearance at 
Bitburg to represent an act of forgiveness for those crimes, but rather one 
of acknowledgment of the democratic society the German people have built. 
He considers this to be a positive gesture which in no way detracts from 
his full and heartfelt commitment to remember and honor the victims of the 
Holocaust and the American soldiers who gave their lives to defeat the Nazi 
regime and its crimes . 

Sincerely, 

M. B. Oglesby, Jr. 
Assistant to the President 

The Honorable William V. Roth, Jr. 
United States Senate 
Washington, D. C. 20510 

--- . .... ----·---- ·-----

MBO/ST ATE/NSC/KRJ/ech-MB08' 
cc: Will Ball, Cong. Affrs. J 



- ,,~·1-.:0AM V. ROTH, JR. 
r JEU:.WARE 

: 104 HART SENATE OFFICE BUILDING 

COMMITTEES: 

GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS (CHAIRMAN} 

FINANCE 

/ TELEPHONE: 202-224-2441 

ttnittd ~tatt.s ~matt 
JOINT ECONOMIC COMMITTEE 

JOINT COMMITTEE ON TAXATION 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. President : 

WASHINGTON, DC 20610 

April 17, 1985 

20500 

I would like to tak e this opportunity to respect-

l
fully ask that you reconsider your decision to visit the 
cemetery at Bitburg duri ng your upcoming t r ip to West 
Germany. 

While the scars o f war between the United States 
and West Germany have healed , the memories of the terror, 
death and destruction caused by the Nazis have not. 
Millions of American veterans and J e ws who have been 
touched by this tragic and barbaric time in our history 
are justified in ask i ng that you not dignify the actions 
of the Nazis and the dreaded SS by visiting their cemetery 
and laying a wr eath in their memory. 

We are all aware that your visit symbolizes an 
era of peace and understanding between our two nations ; 
however, there are f ar better ways to dramatize that 
message . I ask that you not forget the millions who died 
at the hands of those buried at Bitburg . 

Sincerely , 

W1 liam V. Roth, Jr . 
Un~tate s Senate 

WVR/rm 



ID:/l 301431 
THE WFITE HOUSE 

J CORRESPOf'TDENCE TRACKING WORKSHEET l;flq3 ~o/ 
INCOMif'.TG 

DATF RECEIVED: APPIL 19, 1985 

NAMF OF CORPESPONDENT: MP. TED WELLS 

SUBJECT: SUPPORTS PLANNFD VISIT TO THE GERMAN MILITARY 
CEMETERY 

8 512928 

ROUTE TO: 
OFFICE / AGENCY ( STAFF NAME) 

AC'TIION 

ACT DATE 
CODE YY/MM/DD 

DISPOSITION 
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RESP D YY/MM/ DD 

~ s KOJELIS ORG 85 / 04/19 __ Q 't~1Q5_1 zoAB 
PEFERPAL NOTE.: 

REFERRAL NOTE: :-t, ~ 

REFEPRAL f'.TOTF: _ / _ / ___ _ __ / __ 
REFERRAL NOTE: 

_ / _ / _________ _ 
REFEPRAL NOTE: 

COMMENTS: ---------------------------'---------

ADDITIONAL CORRESPONDENTS: MEDIA:T INDIVIDUAL CODES: 

PL MAIL USER CODES: (A) ------ ( B) ------ (C) ____ _ 

********************************************************************* 
*ACTION CODES: *DISPOSITION CODES: *OUTGOING * 
* * * CORRFSPONDE:t-TCE: * 
*A-APPROPRIATE ACTION *A-ANSWERED *TYPE RESP=INITIALS * 
*C-COMMFNT/PECOtft *B-NON-SPEC-REFERRAL * OF SIGNFR * 
*D-DRAFT RESPONSE *C-COMPLETED * CODE= A * 
*F-FURNISF FACT SFEET *S-SUSPENDED *COMPLETED= DATE OF * 
*I-INFO COPY/PO ACT NEC* * OUTGOING* 
*R-DIRECT PEPLY W/COPY * * * 
*S-FOR-SIGNATURF * * * 
*X-INTERIM REPLY * * * 
********************************************************************* 

REFER QUESTIONS ~ND ROUTING UPDA~ES TO CENTPAL REFERENCE 
(ROOM 79,OEOB) EXT. 2590 
KEEP THIS WORKSHEET ATTACHED TO TI-TE ORIGHJAL JI\TCOMING 
LETTER AT ALL TIMES AND SEND COMPLETED RECORD TO RECORDS 
r,trANAGEMFNT. 



(Classification) 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
EXECUTI \E SECRETARIAT 

TRANSMITTAL FORM 

S/S 8512928 ----------
Date MAY 13 1985 

----------
For: Mr. Rober~ C. McFarlane 

Nat~vnal Security Council 
The White House 

Reference: 

To: President Reagan From: Mr. Ted Wells 

Date: April 17, 1985 Subject: Supports planned visit 

to the German Military Cemetery 

WH Referral Dated: April 25, 1985 NSC IDIJ 301431 
(if any) 

The attached item was sent directly to the 
Department of State 

Action Taken: 

A draft reply is attached. 

A draft reply will be forwarded. 

A translation is attached. 

X An information copy of a direct reply is attached. -----

Remarks: 

We believe no response is necessary for the reason 
cited below. 

The Department of State has no objection to the 
proposed travel. 

Other. 

- ~~ 
~ icholas Platt lSSIHEll Executive Secretary 

(Classifica~ion) 



Mr. Ted Wells 
President 
Southern Illinois Region German 
American National Congress 
52 Emporia Avenue 
Springfield Il 62702 

Dear Mr. Wells: 

United States Department of State 

Washington, D. C. 20520 

I have been asked to reply to your recent message to 
President Reagan concerning his tr i p to Germany. 

The President very much appreciates your expression of 
support. Coming on the eve of the 40th anniversary of the end 
of World War II, his visit constitutes an important symbol of 
the reconciliation between the United States and the FRG which 
has allowed us to stand side by side in defense of freedom and 
the peace which has been maintained in Europe since the war. 

Sincerely, 

Th a 
Deputy Assistant Secretary 

for European Affairs 



T H E W H I T E H O U S E 

REFERRAL 

SS12928 
0 F F I C E 

APRIL 25, 1985 

TO: DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

ACTION REQUESTED: 
DRAFT REPLY FOR SIGNATURE OF WHITE HOUSE ' STAFF MEMBER 

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING: 

ID: 

MEDIA: 

TO: 

FROM: 

301431 

TELEGRAM, DATED APRIL 17, 1985 

PRESIDENT REAGAN 

MR. TED WELLS 
PRESIDENT 
SOUTHERN ILLINOIS REGION GERMAN 
AMERICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS 
52 EMPORIA AVENUE 
SPRINGFIELD IL 62702 

SUBJECT: SUPPORTS PLANNED VISIT TO THE GERMAN MILITARY 
CEMETERY 

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN 
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE 
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486. 

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE 
(OR DRAFT) TO: 
AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE 

SALLY KELLEY 
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON 
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 
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PMS PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN 

WHITE HOUSE DC 20500 

- DEAR PRESIDENT REAGAN: THE GERMAN AMERICAN NATIONAL CONGRESSy 

SOUTHERN ILLINOIS REGION COMMENDS AND SUPPORTS YOUR INTENT IN 

COMMEMORATING THE GERMAN WAR DEAD OF WORLD WAR II WHEN VISITING WEST 

GERMANY IN MAY. 

TED WELLS, PRESIDENT SOUTHERN ILLINOIS REGION GERMAN AMERICAN 

NATIONAL CONGRESS 52 EMPORIA AVE SPRINGFIELD IL 62702 

52 EMPORIA AVE 

SPRINGFIELD IL 62702 

1813 EST 



ID# 301432 
Tf-TE WHITE FOUSE 

71!/iJ-J/ CORRESPO~1DENCE TRACKING WORKSHEET 

INCOMIJ\TG 

DATF RECEIVED: APRIL 19, 1985 

NAr,l!E OF CORRESPONDEJ\TT: JltTR. JOFN B. ENGBERG 

SUBJECT: URGES CONCFLLATIOr OF VISIT TO GERMAN 
SOLDIERS CEMETERY 

ROUTF. TO: 
OFFICF / AGEJ\•CY (STAFF J\1AME) 

DOUG PIGGS 
4t7t REFERRAL 

Co HtG:G---
NOTE: 

REFERRAL NOTE.: 

REFERRAL NOTE.: 

REFERRAL NOTE.: 

REFERRAL J\TOTE : 

cm~MF'~1TS: 

ACTION 

ACT DATE 
CODE YY/MM/DD 

ORG 85/04/19 

~ _!fl~ 

_ !_!_ 

DISPOSITION 

TYPE C COMPLETED 
RESP D YY/MM/DD 

-- C----_!_L/_:!£, AB 

MW ~Et-21Al 
_!_! _ 

_ /_! ___ _ __ ! _ 

_ !_!_ _!_! _ 

---------------------------------

ADDITIONAL CORRESPONDENTS: MEDIA:T INDIVIDUAL CODES: 

PL MAIL USER CODES : (A) ( B) ( C) ------ ------ ------

********************************************************************* 
*ACTION CODES: 

* 
*DISPOSITION CODES: 

* 
*A-APPROPRIATE ACTION *A-ANSWERED 
*C-cm~MENT /RFCOJ\tT *B-l'JON-SPEC-PEFERRAL 
*D-DRAFT RESPONSE *C-COMPLETED 
*F-FURNISF FACT SHEET *S-SUSPENDED 
*I-INFO COPY/NO ACT NEC* 
*R-DIRECT REPLY W/COPY * 
*S-FOR-SIGNATURE * 
*X-INTERIM REPLY * 

*OUTGOING * 
* COPRESPONDENCE: * 
*TYPE RESP=INITIALS * 
* OF SIGNER * 
* CODE= A * 
*COMPLETED= DATE OF * 
* OUTGOING * 

* 
* 
* 

* 
* 
* 

******************************************~************************** 

REFER QUESTIONS AND ROUTING UPDATES TO CENTRAL REFERENCE 
(ROOM 79,OEOB) EXT. 2590 
KEFP THIS WOFKSFEET ATTACHED TO TFE ORIGINAL INCOMING 
LETTER AT ALL TIMES AND SEND COMPLETED RECORD TO RECORDS 
MANAGEMFT>1T. 



1-007371A107 04/17/85 

res IPMWGWD WSH 

01221 04-17 1000A EST 

PMS WHITE HOUSE DC 20500 

4-006780S107 04/17/85 

ICS IPMBNGZ CSP 

85 APR l7 AlO: 4l 

8036219111 NL TDBN MYRTLE BEACH SC 37 04-17 0943A EST 

PMS HONORABLE RONALD REAGAN - PRESIDENT 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON DC 20500 

THIS ASSOCIATION COMPOSED OF COMBAT DISABLLD VETERANS URGES 

CANCELLATION OF VISIT TO GERMAN SOLDIERS CEMETERY. THESE S.S. TROOPS 

ATROCITIES CANNOT BE FORGOTTEN, URGE YOU COUNSEL WITH VETERAN STAFF 

MEMBERS RATHER THAN NON-VETERAN STAFF MEMBERS. LETTER TO F~. 

JOHN B. ENGBERG, PNC/OCH r 

NATIONAL ADJUTANT REGULAR VETERANS ASSOCIATION 

1000 EST 

1007 EST 

} 

' · 



ID# 301433 
THE WHITE FOUSE 

CORRESPONDENCE TRACKING WORKSHEET 7f!/iJ -c I 

DATE RECEIVED: APRIL 1g, 1985 

1\1AME OF CORRESPOJ\TDENT: THE HONORABLE FRANK J. BARBARO 

SUBJECT: URGES CANCELLATION OF VISIT TO GERMAN 
MILITARY CEMETARY 

ROUTE TO: 
OFFICE/AGENCY (STAFF NAME) 

ACTION 

ACT DATE 
CODE YY/Mt-'T/DD 

DISPOSITION 

TYPE 
RESP 

C COMPLETED 
D YY/MM/DD 

-------- I 

ROBERT GLEASON OFG 85 /04/19 ___ ~ ~~~/ -
_ ~ / REFERRAL NOTE: ~ 

Ir-~ - ~/T_,1/~- ~---------- /F 82185~~ /IMN G !f!ilCMzl~ ~ 
REFERF AL J\TOTE : 

REFERRAL NO'J'E: 

REFERRAL NOTE: 
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COMMEt1TS: 

_/_ - -- - _/_/_ 

_/_!_ --- - _!_!_ 

_/_!_ - _/_/_ 

ADDITIONAL CORRESPONDENTS: MEDIA:T INDIVIDUAL CODES: 2200 

IA t-'TAIL USER CODES : (A) ( B) ( C) ------ ------ ------

********************************************************************* 
*ACTION CODES: 

* 
*DISPOSIT.ION CODES: 

* 
*A-APPROPRIATE ACTION *A-ANSWERED 
*C-COMMENT/PECOM *B-NOV-SPEC-REFEFRAL 
*D-DRAFT RESPONSE *C-COMPLETED 
*F-FURNISF FACT SHFET *S-SUSPENDED 
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********************************************************************* 
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LETTER AT ALL TIMES AND SEND COMPLETED RECORD TO RECORDS 
MAJ\TAGEMENT. 
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tJq _029136A107 04/17/85 -r ICS IPMWGWD WSH 

04681 04-17 1016P EST 

- PMS WHITE HOUSE DC 20500 

4-047303S107 04/17/85 

ICS IPMBNGZ CSP 

85AP~l 7 PIO: 26 

7183726909 TDBN BROOKLYN NY 40 04-17 1015P EST 

~ PMS PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN 

WHITEHOUSE 

WASHINGTON DC 

THE PEOPLE IN MY ASSEMBLY DISTRICT ARE SHOCKED AND DISCUSSED OVER 

-~ YOUR CALLOUS INDIFFERENCE IN PAYING HOMAGE TO NAZI SS SOLDIERS. THE 

I 

SIX MILLION MURDERED JEWS CRYOUT FOR JUSTICE YOU HONOR THE MURDERS. 

WE DEMAND THAT YOU CANCEL YOUR VISIT. 

STATE ASSEMBLYMEN FRANK J. BARBARO 

47TH ASSEMBLY DISTRICT 

- 7705 BAY PARKWAY 

BROOKLYN NEW YORK 

2217 EST 

2221 EST 



THE WHITE HOUSE 
CORRESPONDENCE TRACKHTG WORKSHEET 

INCOMING 

DATE RECEIVED: APRIL 1g, 1985 

:t:,TAME OF CORRESPO:t:-TDE'f\TT: TFE HONORABLE LEONARD HORWHT 

SUBJECT: OBJECTS TO PLANNED VISIT TO 'J'BF GEFMAN 
MILITARY CEMETERY 

ACTION 

ROUTE TO: ACT DATE 
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RO~D ALVARADO 
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~ ~-r!~ !~ 

---
REFERRAL NOTE: _ /_/_ 
REFERRAL NOTE: 

_! __ 
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ID# 301434 
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DISPOSITION 
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---
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----
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********************************************************************* 
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*A-APPROPRIATE ACTION *A-A~SWERED 
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*D-DRAFT RESPONSE *C-COMPLETED 
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********************************************************************* 

REFER QUESTIONS AND ROUTING UPDATES TO CE:t-TTRAL REFERENCE 
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KEEP THIS WORKSHEET ATTACHED TO THE ORIGINAL INCO!'-UNG 
LETTER AT ALL TIMES AND SEND CO~PLETED RECORD TO RECORDS 
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4-017732S107 04/17/85 

·-- ~· ICS IPMBNGZ CSP 

2132722250 POM TDBN BEVERLY HILLS qf/j ~<f'°R ~4-·P73 0t~~• EST 

PMS PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN 

WHITE HOUSE DC 20500 

- - THIS AMERICAN AND MILLIONS OF OTHERS WHO LEFT THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY TO 

VOTE FOR YOU IN :L980 AND 1984 ARE IN DEEP SHOCK THAT YOU PROPOSE TO 

HONOR HITLER'S WAR DEAD WHOM AMERICAN AND ALLIED WAR DEAD DIED TO 

STOP, AND WHO IF THEY HAD WON WOULD HAVE IMPOSED ON MANKIND FOR 

HITLER'S VAUNTED 1000 YEARS AND GREATEST IMMORALITY OF ALL TIME. 

COMPLETING ALSO THE EXTINCTION AND ENSLAVEMENT OF UNACCEPTED RACES 

AND BELIEFS. YOU CAN INSTEAD HELP DEMOCRACY IN GERMANY AND ELSEWHERE 

BY HONORING GERMANY'S PRESENT DEMOCRATIC LEADERS AND ARMED FORCES NOT 

- HITLER'S WAR DEAD. 

FORMER US DIPLOMAT AND FORMER MAYOR OF BEVERLY HILLS. 

LEONARD HORWIN 

- 121 SOUTH BEVERLY DR 

BEVERLY HILLS CA 90212 

1 ~104 EST 

l 



ID# 301436 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

COPRESPONDENCE TRACKING WORKSBEET 

INCOMING 

DATE FECEIVED: APRIL 19, 1985 

NAME OF CORRESPONDENT: MR. FERB MAGIDSON 

SUBJECT: OBJFCTS TO PLAN TO VISIT TBE GERMAN MILITARY 
CEMETERY 

ACTION DISPOSITION 

ROUTE TO: 
OFFICE/AGENCY ( STAFF NAME) 
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REFERRAL NOTE: 

REFERFAL NOTE: 

REFERPAL NOTE.: 

RFFERRAL NOTE: 

REFERRAL NOTE: 

COMMENTS: 

ACT DATE TYPE 
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D YY/l'~M/DD 
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_/_/ _ 

_!_/_ I I 
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PL MAIL USER CODES: (A) ( B) ( C) ------ ------ ------

********************************************************************* 
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Ill J EWISH COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
1522 K STREET, N.W., WASHINGTON, D. C. 20005 • (202) 347-4628 

OF GREATER WASHINGTON 
April 18, 1985 

President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

We recently wrote to you 
encourage you to include a visit 
camp on the itinerary of your trip 

in an effort to 
to a Nazi death 
to West Germ-any. 

We are now writing to express to you in the 

I 
strongest possible way our shock and sadness that 
you have added to your it1n er ary · a visit to the 
B i t b-ttr::g--::-c.eme t er y _ w h er e y o u w i 11 1 a y a w r e a t h in 
memory of those buried at Bitburg. Due to the 
atrocities which occurred at the Battle of the Bulge 
and the massive participation of the German SS, we 
believe that a visit to Bitburg by an American 
President is unwarranted and would be most unfor­
tunate. We see such an act as dishonoring our 
living and dead Veterans of World War II and their 
families and reducing in significance the magnitude 
and devastation of the Holocaust and the millions 
who died brutally and mercilessly by German hands. 
There is no valid or responsible reason why you, the 
President of the United States, should honor the 
dead of the Third Reich who were responsible for 
atrocities beyond the human imagination. There are 
some events of such horror and magnitude that they 
cannot and should not be forgotten regardless of the 
passage of time. The Holocaust is certainly such an 
event when, as you know, over eleven million people 
including six million Jewish men, women and children 
were brutally murdered by the Nazis. We strongly 
urge you, Mr. President, to restructure your 
itinerary so as to omit the Bitburg visit and to 
include an event commemorating the Holocaust. 

Sincerely yours, 

Helene Kar 
President 

SAMUEL H. SIS LEN HK/ j j 
The central, representative body of 220 affiliated Jewish organizations in the District of Columbia, Maryland and Virginia, 

devoted to community relations, information and action. 

MEMBER AGENCY OF THE NATIONAL JEWISH COMMUNITY RELATIONS ADVISORY COUNCIL 

BENEFICIARY OF THE UNITED JEWISH APPEAL FEDERATION OF GREATER WASHINGTON 

~C441.• 
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April 26.- 1985 

Dear Judge Zi ngales: 

I have j ust recei ved your letter of April 16 
and will probably be in Europe by the time 
you r eceive this . :r want you to kno~ how 
very much I appreciate your kind thoughtful­
ness in writing as you did. 

These have been t r ying days for one who feels 
as deeply as I do about the inhumanity of 
the Nazi period. The Holocaust must never 
he forgotten and must never happen again . 
My purpose in accepting the Chancellors' 
invitation was to emphasize that fact. 

I hope the words I'll utter on that occasion 
will make plain that I'm not asking forgive­
ness for those who perpetrated the monstrous 
crime only remembrance so as to ensure it 
will never happen again. 

Thanks again for an act of kindness I shall 
always remember. 

Sincerely, 

RONALD REAGAN 

Judge Joseph A. Zingales 
6 5 Col mnbus Road 
Bedford, Ohio 44146 

RR/AVH/dictation 
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JOSEPH A. ZINGALES 
Judge 

Bedford M unicipa l Court 
65 Columbus Road • Bedford, Ohio 44146 • 216/232-3420 

The Honorable Ronald Reagan 
President of the United States 
White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

April 16, 1985 

I was with Mr. Martin Lax in his office this afternoon 
when you called him to explain the circumstances surrounding 
your upcoming visit to Germany at which time you planned to 
place wreaths on the graves of young German soldiers who 
were killed in World War II. He and I had just had lunch 
together where we discussed that very thing and, consequent­
ly, I was totally aware of his feelings about it all. He 
was not very happy, to say the least. 

I am writing you now to tell you that your call to 
Marty Lax, in addition to being a "World Class Act" on 
your part, was a lso proof of a sincerely conscientious 
person's feelings toward his fellow man. Following your 
telephone conversation Marty_ agre ed y,ith me to no longer 
agitate against your upcoming visit . · 

It is surprising that you could find the time to make 
the call in the f irst place and I can assure you that it 
will be never forgotten my either Marty or me. 

JAZ:kn 

cc: Mr. Martin Lax 
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