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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE:
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One Pike Drive, Wayne, New Jersey 07470 O Tel. (201) 595-0555

April 15, 1985

President Ronald Reagan
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. Reagan:

We submit the enclosed petitions of more than
400 names vehemently opposing your plan not to
visit Dashau. We are shocked and dismayed that
you would chose to visit a German military cemetery
over paylng tribute to the millions who were brutally
murdered at the hands of the Nazis. We are also
appalled that you would visit the graves of German
soldiers dinstead of +the graves of American and
allied soldiers who fought so bravely for freedom.

We cannot Dbelieve +that your plan advances
a healthy reconciliation between our countries.
It insults the feelings of all those who suffered
at the hands of the Third Reich and fought it.
And 1t sends the wrong message to generations too
young to remember the Holocaust personally.

On behalf of the enclosed petitioners and
the 35,000 Jews residing in the North Jersey area,
plus the thousands of World War II veterans that
reside here as well, I urge you to change your

plans.
Respectfully,
Rabbi Martin Freedman, Chairman
Jewish Community Relations Council
/ev
enc.

Local Beneficiary Agencies: Bureau of Jewish Education ® Community Relations Council ® Council on Aging ® Doughters of Miriam Center for the Aged ® Foir Lown Jewish
Community Council ® Federation Aporfments ® Frisch School ® Jewish Family Service © Jewish Students Associotion & Soviet Resettlement Program ® YM-YWHA & Yavneh Academy

Affiliated Communities: Allendale ® Bloomingdale ® Butier ® Eimwood Park 8 Fair Lawn ® Franklin Lakes ® Haledon e Hawthorne @ Kinnelon e Lincoln Park e Little
® North Haledon ® Oakland e Paterson ® Pequannock ® Pompton Lakes ® Pompton Plains ® Prospect Park ® Ringwood e Riverdole ® Rochelle Park ® Saddle Brook ® To
® Waldwick & Wanaque ¢ Wayne e West Milford e Wyckoff
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JEWISH FEDERATION OF NORTH JERSEY
HOLOCAUST COMMEMORATION COMMITTEE

Warne, MNew Jersey
Aapril 14, 1285

lde , who are gathered to commemcrate the 40th
anniversary of the liberaticon of concentration camps and of
all of Europe, are shocked and dismared at the plans
announced for Fres, Fonald Reagan”s trip to W. Germany, We
understand that the President does not plan to visit Dachau
concentratiocn camp. fHeither does he plan to wisit the
graves ot American or other allied soldiers. Hather, he
will remember the soldiers of the Third Reich by wisiting a
cemetery for German soldiers.

e cannaot heliewe that this plan aduznces a healthy
reconciliaticon between our countries. It insults the
feelings of a1l those who sutfered at the hands of the
Third Reitch and who Ffought it. Aand it sends the wrong
message to generations too »oung to remember the LJar
personally. )

e urge Fres. -Reagan to gquickKly announce the reversal
of his currentl» announced plans.
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JEWISH FEDERATION OF NORTH JERSEY

HOLOCAUST COMMEMORATION CDMMITfEE
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Aapril 14, 35

ke, who are gathered to commemcorate the d401th
j anniversary of the liberation of concenitration campes and of
all of Europe, are shocked and dismared at the plans
announced for Pres. Ronald Feagan’s trip tc W, Germanyw. Lie
understand that the President does not plan toc wvisit Dachau
concentration camp. Meither does he plan to wisit the
graves of fAmerican or other allied scldiers. Rather, he
will remember the soldiers of the Third Reich by viciting a
cemetery for German soldiers.

ke cannmot believe that this plan adevances a healthy
reconciliation between our countries. It insultse the
feelings of all those who suffered at the hande of the
Third Reich and who fought it. And it sends the wrong
message to generations too young to remember the War
personall».

ke urge Pres. Reagan to guicKly» announce the revercsal

fg of his currently announced plans.
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JEWISH FEDERATION OF NORTH JERSEY

HOLOCAUST COMMEMORATION COMMITTEE

Warne, New Jercey
April 14, 1985

e , who are gathered to commemorate the 40th
anniversary of the liberation of concentration camps and of
all of Europe, are shocked and dismayed at the plans
announced for Pres. Ronald Reagan‘s trip to W, Germany. We
understand that the President does not plan to visit Dachau
concentration camp. Neither does he plan to visit the
graves of American or other allied soldiers. Father, he
will remember the soldiers of the Third Reich by visiting a
cemetery for German soldiers.

e cannot believe that this plan advances a healthy
reconciliaticon between our countries. It insults the
feelings of all those who suffered at the hands of the
Third Reich and who fought it. And 1t sends the wraong
message to generaticns tao o0 young to remember the War
personally.

lWe uroge Pres. -Feagan to quicKly announce the reversal
of his currently announced plans.
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JEWISH FEDERATION OF NORTH JERSEY
HOLOCAUST COMMEMORATION COMMITTEE
Wayne, MNew Jerseyw

April 14, 1985

We, who are gathered to commemcrate the 40th
anniversary of the liberation of concentration camps and of
all of Europe, are shocked and dismayed at the plans

announced for Fres. Ronald Reagan’s trip to W. Germany. We
understand that the President does not plan to visit Dachau
concentration camp. Neither does he plan to visit the

graves of American or other allied soldiers. Rather, he
will remember the saldiers of the Third Reich by visiting a
cemetery +or German soldiers.

e cannot believe that this plan advancese a healthy
reconciliation betiween our countries. It insults the
feelings of all those wha suffered at the hands of the

Third Reich and who fought it. ©mnd it sends the wrong
message to generations too young to remember the War

personall».
lJe urqe FPrecs. .Reagan to quickKly anncunce the reversal

of his currently announced plans.
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JEWISH FEDERATION OF NORTH JERSEY
HOLOCAUST COMMEMORATION COMMITTEE

War»ne, Mew Jersey
April 14, 1985

lde , who are gathered to commemorate the 40th
anniversary of the liberation of concentration camps and of
all of Europe, are zhocked and dismared at the plans
announced for Fres. Ronald Reagan’s trip to W. Germany. We
understand that the President does not plan to wvisit Dachau
concentration camp. HMeither does he plan to wisit the
graves of American or other allied soldiers. Kather, he
will remember the saldiers of the Third Reich by visiting a
cemetery for German soldiers.

ide cannot believe that this plan advances a healthy
reconciliation between our countries. It insults the
feelings of a11 those who suffered at the hands of the
Third Reich and who fought it. “and it sends the wrong
message to generatians too young to remember the War
personally. ’

lde urge Pres. .Keaganm to quickly announce the reversal
cf his currently announced plans.
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JEWISH FEDERATION OF NORTH JERSEY

HOLOCAUST COMMEMORATION COMMITTEE

Wa»ne, MNew Jersey
april 14, 1985

We, who are gathered to commemorate the 40th
anniversary of the liberation of concentration camps and of
all of Europe, are shocked and dismaved at the plans
anncunced for Fres. FRonald Reagan’s trip to lW. Germany. iJe
understand that the President does not plan to visit Dachau
concentration camp. iMeither does he plan to visit the
graves of American or other allied soldiers. Rather, he
will remember the soldiers of the Third Reich by visiting a
cemetery» for German soldiers,

We cannot believe that this plan advances a healthy
reconciliation between our countries. It insults the
feelings of all those who suffered at the hands of the
Third Reich and who fought it. and it sends the wrong
message to generations too young to remember the War
personally. ’

e urge Pres. -Reagan to quickKly announce the reversal
of his currently announced plans.
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JEWISH FEDERATION OF NORTH JERSEY
HOLOCAUST COMMEMORATION COMMITTEE

iavne, MNew Jersew
April 14, 1985

We, who are gathered to commemorate the 40th
anniversary of the Tiberation of concentraticen camps and of
all of Europe, are shocked and dismayed at the plans

anncunced for Pres. FRonald Reagan’s trip to W. Germany. We
understand that the President does not plan to visit Dachau
concentration camp. HMeither does he plan to wisit the

graves of american or other allied soldiers. Rather, he
will remember the soldiers of the Third Reich b» visiting a
cemetery for German soldiers.

We cannot believe that this plan advances a healthy
reconciliation between ocur countries. It insults the
feelings of all those who suffered at the hands of the
Third Reich and who fought it. And it sends the wrong
message to generations too young to remember the War

personall¥.
lWe urge Pres. Reagan to gquicKly announce the reversal

of his currently announced plans.
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JEWISH FEDERATION OF NORTH JERSEY
HOLOCAUST COMMEMORATION COMMITTEE

Warne , Mew Jerscew
April 14, 1985

We, who are gathered to commemocrate the 40th
anniversary of the liberaticn of concentration camps and of
all of Europe, are shockKed and dismaved at the plans
announced +for Fres. Ronald Reagan’s trip to W. Germany. e
understand that the President does not plan to wisit Dachau
concentration camp. tHeither doe=s he plan to visit the
araves of American or other allied soldiers. Rather, he
will remember the soldiers of the Third Reich by visiting a
cemeter» for German scldiers,

e cannot belisve that this plan advances a healthy
reconciliation between our countries,. It insults the
ferelings of a1l those who suffered at the hands of the
Third Reich and who fought it. Aand it sends the wrong
message to generations too young to remember the War
personallw. )

lde urge Fres. .Reagan to quickKly announce the reversal
of his currently announced plans.
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JEWIGSH FEPERATION OF NORTH JERSEY

HOLOCAUST COMMEMORATION COMMITTEE

Warne, New Jersey
April 14, 1985

lbe , wuho are gathered to commemorate the 40th
anniversary of the lTiberation of concentration camps and of
all of Europe, are shocked and dismayred at the plans
announced for Pres. Ronald Reagan’s teoip to W, Germany. e
understand that the President does not plan to visit Dachau
concentration camp. Neither does he plan to wvisit the
graves of fAamerican cr other allied soldiers. Rather, he
will remember the soldiers of the Third Reich by visiting a
cemetery for German soaldiers.

iJe canncot bBeliesue that this plan advances & healthy
reconciliation between our countries. It insults the
feelings of a11 those who suffered at the hands of the
Third Reich and who fought i1t. and it sends the wrong
message to generations too voung to remember the ar

personallxr.

e urge Pres. .Reagan

to gquickly announce the reversal

of his currently announced plans.
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JEWISH FEDERATION OF NORTH JERSEY
HOLOCAUST COMMEMORATION COMMITTEE

Warne, MNew Jercew
april 14, 19285

e, who are gathered to commemcrate the 40th
anniverszary of the lTiberation of concentration camps and of
all ot Europe, are shocked and dismaved at the plans
announced tor Fres. Ronald Reagan”s trip to W. Germany. We
understand that the President does not plan toc wisit Dachau
concentration camp. Heither doe=s he plan to wvisit the
graves of American cor other allied soldiers. Rather, he
will remember the csoldiers of the Third Reich by visiting a
cemetery for German soldiers.

e canmnnot believe that thice plan advances a healthy
reconciliation between our countries. It insults the
tfeeltings of 211 those who suffered at the hands of the
Third Reich and who fought it. and it sends the wrong
message to generations tou young to remember the War
personally».

e wurge Pres. .Reagan to quickly announce the reversal
of his currently» announced plans.
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JEWISH FEDERATION OF NORTH JERSEY
HOLOCAUST COMMEMORATION COMMITTEE

Waryne, bNew Jersey
april 14, 1985

We, who are gathered to commemorate the 40th
anniversary of the liberation of concentration camps and of
all of Europe, are shocked and dismared at the plans
announced +tor Fres. Ronald Reagan”s trip to W. Germany. We
understand that the President does not plan to visit Dachau
concentration camp. Meither does he plan to uvisit the
graves of American or other allied soldiers. Hather, he
will remember the saoldiers of the Third Reich by wisiting a
cemetery for German soldiers.

e cannot belisve that this plan advances a healthy
reconciliation between our countries. It insults the
feelings of all those who suffered at the hands of the
Third Reich and who fought it. Aand it sends the wrong
message to generations too young teo remember the War
personallsw. C

lWe urge Fres. .Reagan to quickKly announce the reversal
of his currently announced plans.

NAME ADDRESS

S Pt 25l Steaat o S
M@Awf@ oY (Lt St Fedn Lowsy Ard o
s N i%/O’\/\/LWWL éw]f: | 51 © Paereelec o/?' v‘l\ﬁ%v/f%% A
céawg Hw,/m Clsnne K lb-©7 gﬂm&m A fM‘iome W
7%%/ /f&em S5 Vansw D ﬁm, 74/0-. L

" M&«) 3L-9.39 ‘7/’/&%31@/ & % 144, ﬁmbjf /%j :

Abstin Klewn 2-5a Vanvee, Do Tave Laanng N J-

Mlu DaCITN 3T-54  Dlomeo. D 471% ﬁjﬂ/\Aﬁ/\u L nﬂ

&cwyua, ZC)&W’@%@ §~0¢ gjdc%/ Tern. ~ Fas Laen 2. 2 Q‘

/M,u ) LN o6 e Tounos Phn eaw Mﬂaf ‘
ﬂ}’h« Y th N {Ctu,oi (18 B%Wua Ctzw, M/v\,um ﬁ %

«J*u',w + szwdl Q&L@Uﬂ § BW’LQSL Ow W wUVV\L
I e o cbsaZ/;'w_ 7/521:0 Y- L/a/tn@#w/e 5)/4;»@ Z jﬁw‘vv
/‘(/Vkﬂzk\r(/m G\/(/M/é/t/”f %«ﬁ @w%

/ —_m%pmj gh(-.,@%g
BD/JWW folliry g i




JEWISH FEDERATION OF NORTH JERSEY
HOLOCAUST COMMEMORATION COMMITTEE

Wayne, MNMew Jerseyw
April 14, 1985

e , who are gathered to commemorate the 40th
anniversary of the liberaticn of concentration camps and of
all of Euraope, are shocked and dismayed at the plans
announced +or FPres. Fonald Reagan’s trip to W. Germany. e
understand that the President does not plan to visit Dachau
concentration camp. Heither does he plan tao wvisit the
graves of American or other allied soldiers. HRather, he
will remember the soldiers of the Third Reich by visiting a
cemetery for German soldiers.

e cannct believe that this plan advances a healthy
reconciliation between our countries. It insults the
feelings of 211 theose who suffered at the hands of the
Third Reich and who fought it. and it sends the wrong
message to generations too young to remember the War
personallsx. ’

lJe urge Fres. -FHeagan to gquickKly announce the reversal
of his currently anncounced plans.
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JEWISH FEDERATION DOF NORTH JERSEY
HOLOCAUST COMMEMORATION COMMITTEE

Warvne, MNew Jercew
April 14, 1985

e, wheo are gathered to commemaorate the 40th
anniversary of the liberatiocn of concentration campes and of
all of Europe, are shocked and dismared at the plans
announced forr Pres. Ronald Reagan’s trip to W. Germany. e
understand that the President does not plan to visit Dachau
concentration camp. fHNeither does he plan to wisit the
graves of American or other allied soldiers. HFather, he
will remember the soldiers of the Third Reich by wvisiting a
cemetery for German soldiers.

e cannot believe that this plan advances a healthy
reconciliation between our countries,. It insults the
feelings of all those who suffered at the hands of the
Third Reitch and who fought it. nAnd it sends the wrong
mesgage to generations too »young to remember the War

personallw.
ide urge Preese. .Reagan to gquicKly announce the reversal
of hie currentlx» announced plans.
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JEWISH FEDERATION OF NORTH JERSEY
HOLOCAUST COMMEMORATION COMMITTEE

Wzaryne, New Jercey
Aapril 14, 1985

e, who are gathered to commemorate the 40th
anniversary of the liberation of concentration camps and of
all of Europe, are shocked and dismarvyed at the plans
announced for Fres. Fonald Reagan‘s trip to W. Germany. e
understand that the President does not plan to visit Dachau
concentratiocn camp. Heither does he plan to visit the
graves ot fAmerican or other allied seldiers. FRather,; he
will remember the soldiers of the Third Reich by wvisiting a
cemetery for German socldiers.

e cannot believe that this plan advances a healthy
reconciliation between ocur countries. It insults the
feelings of all those who suffered at the handes of the
Third Reich and who fought it. And it sends the wrong
mes<sage to generations too young to remember the ldar
personally., )

lWe urge Fres. -Reagan to gquickKly announce the reversal
of his currently announced plans.
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JEWISH FEDERATION OF NORTH JERSEY

HOLOCAUST COMMEMORATION COMMITTEE

Waryne, MNMeww Jerseyw
April 14, 1985

We, who are gathered to commemorate the 40th
anniversary of the liberation of concentration camps and of
all ot Europe, are shocked and dismared at the plans

announced for Prgs. Ronald Reagan’s trip to W. Germany. UWe
understand that fhg President does not plan to visit Dachau
concentration camp. MNeither does he plan to visit the

graves of fAmerican or other allied soldiers. Rather, he
Wwill remember the soldiers of the Third Reich by visiting a
cemetery for German soldiers.

e cannmot believe that this pilan advances a healthy
reconciliation between ocur countries. It insults the
feelinags of 211 those who suffered at the hands o+ the
Third Reich and who fought it. Aand 1t sends the wrong
message to generations too young to remember the War

personallw.
lWe urge FPres. .Feagan to gquickKly announce the reversal

of his currently» announced plans.
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JEWISH FEDERATION OF NORTH JERSEY
HOLOCAUST COMMEMORATION COMMITTEE

laryne, MNMew Jerscew
Aapril 14, 1985

e , who are gathered to commemorate the 40th
anniverzary of the liberation of concentration camps and of
all of Europe, are shocked and dismayred at the plans
announced ftor Fres. Ronald Reagan”s trip to W. Germany. We
understand that the President does not plan to visit Dachau
concentration camp. HNeither deoes he plan to wisit the
agraves of famerican or other allied soldiers. Hather, he
will remember the soldiers of the Third Reich by visitinag a
cemetery +for German soldiers.

lWe cannot believe that this plan adwances a healthy
reconciliation between ocur countries. It insults the
tfeelings of a1l those who suftfered at the hands of the
Third Reich and who fought it. And it sends the wrong
mescsage to generations to o young to remember the lWar

personally.
lie wurge Pres. .Reagan to quickly announce the reversal

of his currently announced plans.
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JEWISH FEDERATIOQN OF NORTH JERSEY
HOLOCAUST COMMEMORATION COMMITTEE

Warne, MNew Jersew
April 14, 1985

lde , who are gathered to commemorate the 40th
anniversary of the liberation of concentraticon camps and o¥f
all of Europe, are shocked and dismared at the plans
announced for Fres. Ronald Reagan’s trip to W. Germany. e
understand that the President does not plan to visit Dachau
concentraticn camp. Heither does he plan to visit the
graves of American cr other allied soldiers. Father, he
will remember the soldiers of the Third Reich by visiting a
cemetery +or German socldiers.

e cannot beliewe that this plan advances a healthy
reconciliaticon between our countries., It insults the
feelings of all those who suffered at the hands of the
Third Reich and who fought it. aAnd it sends the wrong
message to generations too young to remember the War
personally. '

lWe urge Fres. -Reagan to quicKly announce the rewversal
of his currently announced plans.
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Lz e » Pleg Jercew

We , who are gathered to Commemarate the 40th
anniversars» of the Tiberation of concentratiaon cCampes and of
all of Europe, are shoclked and dismaved at the plans
announced ¥or FPreo. Ronald Reagan”c trip to 14, Germany . e
understand that the President does not plan to vicit Dachau
concentration Camp ., Meither does he Flan to uvisit the
graves of American or other allijed soldiers, Rather, he
will remember the soldiers of the Third Reich b visiting a
Cemetery for German saldiers,

lde carmnat Believe that thic Plan advances = healthy
reconciliation be twween aur countries., It insults the
teelings of =11 those who suffered at the hands of the
Third Reich and whao fought it Aand it sends the M ong
Mmessage to generations too Young to remember the ljar
personallw. ’ :

We urge Pre Reagan tao quicKly annocunce the reversal
of his currently announced pltans.
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JEWISH FEDERATION OF NORTH JERSEY
HOLOCAUST COMMEMORATION COMMITTEE

Warne, New Jersey
Agpril 14, 1985

e, who are gathered to commemorate the 40th
anniversary of the liberation of concentration camps and of
all of Europe, are shocked and dismaved at the plans
announced for Pres. Ronald Reagan”s trip to W. Germany. We
understand that the President does not plan to visit Dachau
concentration camp. Heither does he plan to wvisit the
graves of American or other allied soldiers. Rather, he

will remember the soldiers of the Third Reich by wvisiting a

cemetery for German soldiers.

We cannot believe that this plan advances a healthy
reconciliation between aour countries. It insults the
feelings of all those whao suffered at the hands of the
Third Reich and who fought it. Aand it sends the wrong
message tao generations too oung tao remember the War

personall».
We wurge Fres. -Reagan to quickly announce the rewversal

of his currently announced plans.
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JEWISH FEDERATION OF NORTH JERSEY
HOLOCAUST COMMEMORATION COMMITTEE

Warne, MNew Jersew
April 14, 1985

lde, who are gathered to commemocrate the 40th
anniversary of the liberation of concentration camps and of
all of Europe, are shocked and dismared at the plans
announced tor Fres. Ronald Reagan‘s trip to W. Germany. We
understand that the President does not plan to visit Dachau
concentration camp. Meither does he plan to visit the
qraves of American or other allied soldiers. Rather, he
will remember the soldiers of the Third Reich b» visiting a
cemetery» for German socoldiers.

e cannaot believe that this plam advances a healthy
reconciliation between ocur countries, It insults the
feelings of all those who suffered at the hands of the
Third Reich and who fought it. Aand it sends the wrong
message to generations too wvoung to remember the War
personally. '

We urge Pres. -Reagan to guickly announce the reversal
of his currently announced plans.
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Wasvne | ey Jercew

April 14, 1985
e , who arae Qathered to commemorate the 4Q0th

anniversars of the Tiberatiaorn ot cancentratian Camps and of
all of Europe., are shoclkked and dismared at the rlans
announced +for Freg. Fonald Reagan”s trip to 14, Germany . e
understand that the PFresident does not rlan to visit Dachau
concentration camp. Meither doss he plan to visit the
Graves of American or other allied soldiers., Rather, he

Wwill remember the cn]dncrs ot the Third Reich b visiting a
cemetery far German soldiers,
e camnot Believe that this plan advancec 2 healthy

reconciliation between our countries, It insulte the
tfeelings of a1 those wha suffered at the hande of the
Third Reich and wha fought jt. ANd it sends the Wrong

messaqge to generations tou ¥oung to remembier the Ljar
personall«~, '

We urge Pre Reagan to QuicKly announce the reversal
of his currently announced plans,
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Warne, Mew Jercew
Aapril 14, 1985

We , who are Qathered to commemorate the 40th
annivercary of the tiberation of cancentratian camps and of
all of Europe., are shocked and dismaved at the rlans
announced Ffor Pres. Famnald Keagan” s trip to . German:y. We

understand that the President does not plan to wvicgit Dachau
concentratiaorn Camp . Neither does he Plan to vicit the
graves of aAmerican opr other allied soldiers., Rather, he

will remember the soldiers of the Third Reich by visiting a
cemetery {faor German soldiers,

lde cannot believe that thic plan advances = Fealthy
reconciliation betiveen Gur countries., It insulits the
feelings of =17 those who suffered at the hands of the
Third Reich and whea tfought jt. Aand it sends the twrong’
Mmessage to nmenerations too Youna to remember the iz
personalilw. ) :

We urge Pre Reagan to quickly announce the revercal
of his currentil announced plans.
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JEWISH FEDERATION OF NORTH JERSEY
HOLOCAUST COMMEMORATION COMMITTEE

Warne, MNew Jersey
Aapril 14, 1985

We , who are gathered to commemorate the 40th
anniversary of the liberation of concentration camps and of
all of Europe, are shocked and dismavyed at the plans
announced +tor Fres. Ronald Reagan’s trip to W. Germany. We
understand that the President does not plan to visit Dachau
concentration camp. e i ther does he plan to wvisit the
graves of American or other allied soldiers. Rather, he
will remember the socldiers of the Third Reich by wisiting a
cemetery +or German soldiers.

e cannot beliewve that this plan advances a healthy
reconciliation between our countries. It insults the
feelings of all those who suffered at the hands of the
Third Reich and who fought it. Aand it sends the wrong
message to generations toc »ounag to remember the War
personallyx. )

lJe urge Pres. .Reagan to quickly announce the reversal
of his currently announced plans.
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YEWien FEUERATIUN UF NORTH JERSEY
HOLOCAUST COMMEMORATION COMMITTEE

Wasvne » Mew JEI“E-E')’
April 14, 1985

We, who are gathered to commemorate the 40th
anniversary of the Tiberation of concentration camps and of
all of Europe, are =hocked and dismaved at the plans
announced for Prec., Ranald Reagan‘s trip to id. Germany, e
undercstand that the President does not pPlan to wvisit Dachau
concentration camp. MNeither does he plan to uvicsit the
graves ot fAmerican or other allied soldiers., Rather, he
will remember the soldiers of the Third Reich B wisiting a.
cemetery for German soldiers,

e cannmat belisuve that this plan aduances = healthy
reconciliation between ocur countries, It insults the
feelings of all those vtho suffered at the hands of the
Third Reich and whga fought jt. And it sends the Wwrong
message to generations too Yyoung to remember the Llar
personallw. ’ )

lde urge Pres. Reagan to quickly announce the reversal
of his currentlw announced plans.
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We, a4 o aathiered + CHOMMMOrnGr o be Ve gyt
annivercar . oy the Tiberation Gf cancentratian Camps and o+
all o+ Euraope, are shoclked and dismaved at the pltans
announced fior reeg, Fonald Keagan- = treip to dd, German:y . e
understand tfiat the President doec not plan to oiajt Dachau
concentrat orn Camp . Neither does he Flan to vieit the
graves of American ar other atiied soldiers, Rather, he
will remember the soldiers of the Third Reich h wisiting a
cemetery far German soldiers.

e carmnat BFelieue that this plan aduancec a healthy
Freconciliation between CGur countriec., It insults the

teelings aof =11 those who suffered at the hands of the
Third Reich and iahe fought it. And it sends the e ong
Mmessage to generaticons too young to remember the Liar

personall-w,
We urge Pr Reagan to quickKly announce the reversal

of his currentils announced plans.,
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THE WHITE HOUSE-

WASHINGTON

May 8, 1985

Dear Bill:

Thank you for sharing with us your views concerning the President's State
Visit to the Federal Republic of Germany. We fully understand the depth
of your concerns and assure you the President's feelings about the crimes
against humanity perpetrated by the Nazi regime are no less deeply felt.
President Reagan has attempted to make absolutely clear during his visit
the revulsion all Americans feel for the horrors which were committed in
the name of the German state and our determination not to forget them.

As you know, his itinerary included a ceremony at Bergen-Belsen concen-
tration camp in order to pay homage to all those who perished at the hands
of the Nazis. As he said on the anniversary of the liberation of that camp
April 21, there can and should be no absolution.

President Reagan is certain you agree that, as part of our efforts to learn
from the experiences of this dark era, we must not reject opportunities for
reconciliation. The President was asked by Chancellor Kohl to pay a visit
to a German military cemetery in Bitburg, and he has honored that request.

For four decades, the Federal Republic of Germany has faced up to the guilt
and responsibilities of its Nazi past and has, in countless ways, demonstrated
concretely its commitment to democratic ideals and human rights, including
standing shoulder to shoulder with us in the Alliance in defense of freedom.
With particular regard to the younger generation in Germany, it is important
to demonstrate that, while we continue to hold the nation responsible for its
past, we do not consider them to bear individual responsibility for the crimes
of Nazism.

Let me make clear that the President does not consider his appearance at
Bitburg to represent an act of forgiveness for those crimes, but rather one
of acknowledgment of the democratic society the German people have built.
He considers this to be a positive gesture which in no way detracts from
his full and heartfelt commitment to remember and honor the victims of the
Holocaust and the American soldiers who gave their lives to defeat the Nazi
regime and its crimes.

Sincerely,

M. B. Oglesby, Jr.
Assistant to the President

The Honorable William V. Roth, Jr.
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

MBO/STATE/NSC/KRJ/ech-MBO8
cc: Will Ball, Cong. Affrs. ./









(Classification)

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
EXECUTI \E SECRETARIAT
TRANSMITTAL FORM

S/S 8512928

Date
For: Mr, Robergf C. McFarlane
National Security Council
The White House
Reference:
To: President Reagan From: Mr. Ted Wells
Date: April 17, 1985 Subject: Supports planned v
to the German Military Cemetery
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United States Department of State

Washington, D.C. 20520

Mr. Ted Wells

President

Southern Illinois Region German
American National Congress

52 Emporia Avenue

Springfield I1 62702

Dear Mr. Wells:

I have been asked to reply to your recent message to
President Reagan concerning his trip to Germany.

The President very much appreciates your expression of
support. Coming on the eve of the 40th anniversary of the end
of World War 11, his visit constitutes an important symbol of
the reconciliation between the United States and the FRG which
has allowed us to stand side by side in defense of freedom and
the peace which has been maintained in Europe since the war.

Sincerely,

Thaoma . Niles
Deputy Assistant Secretary
for European Affairs
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8512928
THE WHITE HOUSE OFFTICE

REFERRAL

APRIL 25, 1985

TO: DEPARTMENT OF STATE

ACTION REQUESTED:

DRAFT REPLY FOR SIGNATURE OF WHITE HOUSE STAFF MEMBER

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING:
ID: 301431
MEDIA: TELEGRAM, DATED APRIL 17, 1985
TO: PRESIDENT REAGAN
FROM: MR. TED WELLS
PRESIDENT
SOUTHERN ILLINOIS REGION GERMAN
AMERICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS
52 EMPORIA AVENUE
SPRINGFIELD IL 62702
SUBJECT: SUPPORTS PLANNED VISIT TO THE GERMAN MILITARY
CEMETERY
PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL —-- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN

TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE

UNDERSIGNED

AT 456-7486.

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE
(OR DRAFT) TO:
AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE

SALLY KELLEY
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE
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WASHINGTON
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FROM: KATHY OSBORNE
Personal Secretary
to the President
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WASHINGTON
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FROM: KATHY OSBORNE
Personal Secretary
to the President
DATE: /-2 &
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