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i THE WHITE HOUSE
j WASHINGTON

May 8, 1985

Dear Norm:

Thank you for sharing with us your views concerning the President's St
Visit to the Federal Republic of Germany. We fully understand the dept
of your. concerns and assure you the President's feelings about the crim
against humanity perpetrated by the Nazi regime are no less deeply felt.
President Reagan has attempted to make absolutely clear during his visit
the revulsion all Americans feel for the horrors which were committed in
the name of the German state and our determination not to forget them.
As you know, his itinerary included a ceremony at Bergen-Belsen conce:
tration camp in order to pay homage to all those who perished at the ha
of the Nazis. As he said on the anniversary of the liberation of that ca
April 21, there can and should be no absolution.

President Reagan is certain you agree that, as part of our efforts to lea
from the experiences of this dark era, we must not reject opportunities

reconciliation. The President was asked by Chancellor Kohl to pay a vis
to a German military cemetery in Bitburg, and he has honored that requ

For four decades, the Federal Republic of Germany has faced up to the
and responsibilities of its Nazi past and has, in countless ways, demonst
concretely its commitment to democratic ideals and human rights, includii
standing shoulder to shoulder with us in the Alliance in defense of freec
With particular regard to the younger generation in Germany, it is impo:
to demonstrate that, while we continue to hold the nation responsible for
past, we do not consider them to bear individual responsibility for the c
of Nazism.

Let me make clear that the President does not consider his appearance a
Bitburg to represent an act of forgiveness for those crimes, but rather
of acknowledgment of the democratic society the German people have buil
He considers this to be a positive gesture which in no way detracts fron
his full and heartfelt commitment to remember and honor the victims of t
Holocaust and the American soldiers who gave their lives to defeat the N
regime and its crimes.

Sincerely,

M. B. Oglesby, Jr.
Assistant to the President

The Honorable Norman F. Lent
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

MBO/STATE/NSC/KRJ/ech-l\:J}éOS

cc: Will Ball, Cong. Affrs.
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April 17, 1985

The President
The White House
Washington, D. C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

As I read this morning's newspapers, I noted with satisfac-
tion that you have decided to include a visit to a concentration camp in
I the itinerary for your upcoming trip to West Germany. I applaud your
{decision because it is important that we recognize the sacrifice of the

imillions- of Holocaust victims and their families on the 40th anniversary
of VE Day.

I.am still very much disturbed, however, about your stated

' intention of laying a wreath at the Cerman military cemetery at Bitburg.
" While I can understand your desire to commemorate 40 years of U.S.-German

friendship, I would urge you to search for a more suitable gesture. As
you know, the Bitburg cemetery contains the graves of Nazi soldiers and
Waffen SS troops, many of them war criminals, who committed countless
atrocities during World War II against Jews, non-Jews and Allied prisoners
of war. In my opinion, the memory of these men should not be honored by

a visit by the President of the United States and my constituents share
in this view.

As you prepare for your departure next month, I urge to re-
consider your decision to visit Bitburg and direct your advance team to
arrange a more appropriate ceremony in honor of this historic anniversary.

Thank you, Mr. President, for your consideration in this
matter.

- -
-

Regpectfully your[,

A=t

NO F. LENT
MemBer of Congress

NFL/ms






U THE WHITE HOUSE
S

WASHINGTON
May 8, 1985

Dear Doug:

Thank you for sharing with us your views concerning the President's State
Visit to the Federal Republic of Germany. We fully understand the depth
of your concerns and assure you the President's feelings about the crimes
against humanity perpetrated by the Nazi regime are no less deeply felt.
President Reagan has attempted to make absolutely clear during his visit
the revulsion all Americans feel for the horrors which were committed in
the name of the German state and our determination not to forget them.

As you know, his itinerary included a ceremony at Bergen-Belsen concen-
tration camp in order to pay homage to all those who perished at the hands
of the Nazis. As he said on the anniversary of the liberation of that camp
April 21, there can and should be no absolution.

President Reagan is certain you agree that, as part of our efforts to learn
from the experiences of this dark era, we must not reject opportunities for
reconciliation. The President was asked by Chancellor Kohl to pay a visit
to a German military cemetery in Bitburg, and he has honored that request.

For four decades, the Federal Republic of Germany has faced up to the guil
and responsibilities of its Nazi past and has, in countless ways, demonstrate
concretely its commitment to democratic ideals and human rights, including
standing shoulder to shoulder with us in the Alliance in defense of freedom.
With particular regard to the younger generation in Germany, it is importan!
to demonstrate that, while we continue to hold the nation responsible for its
past, we do not consider them to bear individual responsibility for the crime
of Nazism.

Let me make clear that the President does not consider his appearance at
Bitburg to represent an act of forgiveness for those crimes, but rather one
of acknowledgment of the democratic society the German people have built.
He considers this to be a positive gesture which in no way detracts from
his full and heartfelt commitment to remember and honor the victims of the
Holocaust and the American soldiers who gave their lives to defeat the Nazi
regime and its crimes.

Sincerely,

M. B. Oglesby, Jr.
Assistant to the President

The Honorable Douglas Applegate
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

MBO/STA™TT ’“C"T/KRJ/ech-MgOS
cc:  Wwill ong. Affrs.
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The President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr, President:
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April 18, 1985

Your scheduled visit to honor Nazi soldiers, including
SS troops, is an insult to all American Veterans both living and

dead and their families,

as well as Jews everywhere who suffered

at the hands of these people.

It is wrong and you of all people,as President of the

United States should know that.
of millions of Americans and cj
instead, honor those who are

DA/kk

must sten to the outrage
this mfsguidgd venture and

pOoUGLAS ArRPEGCA
MEMBER OF 'CONGRESS






THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 8, 1985

Dear Ed:

Thank you for sharing with us your views concerning the President's State
Visit to the Federal Republic of Germany. We fully understand the depth
of your concerns and assure you the President's feelings about the crimes
against humanity perpetrated by the Nazi regime are no less deeply felt.
President Reagan has attempted to make absolutely clear during his visit
the revulsion all Americans feel for the horrors which were committed in
the name of the German state and our determination not to forget them.

As you know, his itinerary included a ceremony at Bergen-Belsen concen-
tration camp in order to pay homage to all those who perished at the hands
of the Nazis. As he said on the anniversary of the liberation of that camp
April 21, there can and should be no absolution.

President Reagan is certain you agree that, as part of our efforts to learn
from the experiences of this dark era, we must not reject opportunities for
reconciliation. The President was asked by Chancellor Kohl to pay a visit
to a German military cemetery in Bitburg, and he has honored that request

For four decades, the Federal Republic of Germany has faced up to the gui
and responsibilities of its Nazi past and has, in countless ways, demonstrat
concretely its commitment to democratic ideals and human rights, including

standing shoulder to shoulder with us in the Alliance in defense of freedom
With particular regard to the younger generation in Germany, it is importan
to demonstrate that, while we continue to hold the nation responsible for its
past, we do not consider them to bear individual responsibility for the crim
of Nazism.

Let me make clear that the President does not consider his appearance at
Bitburg to represent an act of forgiveness for those crimes, but rather one
of acknowledgment of the democratic society the German people have built.
He considers this to be a positive gesture which in no way detracts from
his full and heartfelt commitment to remember and honor the victims of the
Holocaust and the American soldiers who gave their lives to defeat the Nazi
regime and its crimes.

Sincerely,

M. B. Oglesby, Jr.
Assistant to the President

The Honorable Edward Zorinsky
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

MBO/STATE/NSC/KRJ/ech-MB
cc: Will Ball, Cong. Affrs.
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April 18, 1985

Honorable Ronald Reagan
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

t I commend you for your decision to include a visit to a concentration

E camp on the itinerary for your trip to West Germany next month. Such

* a visit is, I believe, an excellent and most appropriate way to
remember the Holocaust and to honor its victims.

While I also recognize the importance of commemorating the end of
,German—-American wartime enmity, I do not believe that a visit to a
gmilitary cemetery containing the graves of Nazi SS troops is the best
iway to achieve that purpose. I therefore urge you, Mr. President, to
Jreconsider your decision to participate in the wreath-laying ceremony
‘ at Bitburg.

Thank you for your consideration of my concerns.

With best wishes,

























THE WHITE HOUSE
. WASHINGTON
May 8, 1985

Dear Ed:

Thank you for sharing with us your constituents' views concerning the
President's State Visit to the Federal Republic of Germany. We fully
understand the depth of your constituents' concerns and assure you
the President's feelings about the crimes against humanity perpetrated
by the Nazi regime are no less deeply felt. President Reagan has
attempted to make absolutely clear during his visit the revulsion all
Americans feel for the horrors which were committed in the name of the
German state and our determination not to forget them. As you Kknow,
his itinerary included a ceremony at Bergen-Belsen concentration camp
in order to pay homage to all those who perished at the hands of the
Nazis. As he said on the anniversary of the liberation of that camp
April 21, there can and should be no absolution.

President Reagan is certain your constituents agree that, as part of our
efforts to learn from the experiences of this dark era, we must not reject
opportunities for reconciliation. The President was asked by Chancellor
Kohl to pay a visit to a German military cemetery in Bitburg, and he has
honored that request.

For four decades, the Federal Republic of Germany has faced up to the guilt
and responsibilities of its Nazi past and has, in countless ways, demonstrated
concretely its commitment to democratic ideals and human rights, including
standing shoulder to shoulder with us in the Alliance in defense of freedom.
With particular regard to the younger generation in Germany, it is important
to demonstrate that, while we continue to hold the nation responsible for its
past, we do not consider them to bear individual responsibility for the crimes
of Nazism.

Let me make clear that the President does not consider his appearance at
Bitburg to represent an act of forgiveness for those crimes, but rather one
of acknowledgment of the democratic society the German people have built.
He considers this to be a positive gesture which in no way detracts from
his full and heartfelt commitment to remember and honor the victims of the
Holocaust and the American soldiers who gave their lives to defeat the Nazi
regime and its crimes.

Sincerely,

M. B. Oglesby, Jr.
Assistant to the President

L sem_w . -1 T LY, P . Sy

MBO/STATE/NSC/KRJ/ech-MBO8
cc: Will Ball, Cong. Affrs.
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EDWARD R. MADIGAN
iLLINOIS

- Congress of the Wnited States

PHouse of Representatibes
Washington, B.L. 20515

April 17, 1985

M. B. Oglesby, Assistant to the President
for Legislative Affairs

The White House

Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear B:

I am enclosing a copy of the communication I have received
from Dr. Walter Kohn of Normal, Illinois, who is concerned about
the President's upcoming trip to West Germany and the inclusion

of a concentration camp visit.

I would appreciate your consideration and comment.

Sincerely,

EdwardZEZZigéé

Representative in Congress

EM:ejd
enclosure



























UNCLASSIFIED
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S/S # 8514373

DATE
DEPARTMENT OF STATE
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT
TRANSMITTAL FORM

FOR: Mr. Robert C. McFarlane

National Security Council

The White House
REFERENCE:

po; President Reagan FROM: Mr. Stanley Balzekas, Jr.

DATE: april 19, 1985 SUBJECT: President's trip to Cerman,

WHITE HOUSE REFERRAL DATED: May 9, 1985 NSC # 301517

THE ATTACHED ITEM WAS SENT DIRECTLY
TO THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE

ACTION TAKEN:

A draft reply is attached
A draft reply will be forwarded

A translation is attached

X An information copy of a direct reply is attached

We believe no response is necessary for the reason
cited below

Other

REMARKS :

Y /6(/\
L 4 —

Ni¢holas Platt
Executive Secretary

ya

UNCLASSIFIED
(CLASSIFICATION)







United Siates Department of State

Washingion, D.C. 20520

May 23, 1985

Mr. Stanley Balzekas, Jr.
Institute for Pluralism
55 East Jackson Boulevard
Suite 1880

Chicago, Illinois 60604

Dear Mr. Balzekas:

I am replying to your April 19 telegram to President
Reagan, cosigned by several other community leatders,
regarding his trip to the Federal Republic of Germany.

During his visit, the President made absolutely clear
the revulsion all Americans feel for the horrors committed
in the name of the German state before and during World War
11, and our determination not to forget them. His itinerary
included a ceremony at the site of the Bergen-Belsen concen-
tration camp to pay homage to those who perished at the
hands of the Nazis. As he said on the April 21 anniversary
of the liberation of that camp and again during his own
visit, "There can and should be no absolution."

President Reagan strongly believes, as part of our
efforts to learn from the experiences of this dark era, we
must not reject opportunities for reconciliation. 1In this
spirit, he was asked by Chancellor Kohl, and accepted the
invitation, to visit a German military cemetery in Bitburg.

For four decades, the Federal Republic ¢f Germany has
faced up to the guilt and responsibilities of its Nazi past.
It has demonstrated concretely in countless ways its com-
mitment to democratic ideals and human rights, includji j
standing shoulder to shoulder with us in the Alliance in
defense of freedom. The President's trip to Bitburg in-
cluded a visit to the large Bitburg Air Base, which houses
members of both the U.S. and German Air Forces.

It is important to demonstrate, particularly to the
younger deneration in Germany, that although we continue to
hold the nation respeonsible for its past, we do not consider
them to bear individual responsibility for the crimes of
Nazism. The President did not consider his appearance at
Bitburg to represent an act of forgiveness for those crimes.
Rather, it was an acknowledgment of the democratic society
the German people have built. He considered this to be a
positive gesture which in no way detracted from his full and



heartfelt commitment to remember and honor the victims of
the Holocaust and the American soldiers who gave their lives
to defeat the Nazi regime and its crimes.

Sincerely,

Robdrt M. Smalley

A¢ting Assistant Secretary
for Public Affairs



T HE WHITE HOUSE OF FICE

REFERRAL

MAY 9, 1985

TO: DEPARTMENT OF STATE

ACTION REQUESTED:

DIRECT REPLY, FURNISH INFO COPY

¥514373

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING:
ID: 301517
MEDIA: MAILGRAM, DATED APRIL 19, 1985
TO: PRESIDENT REAGAN
FROM: MR. STANLEY BALZEKAS JR.
PRESIDENT, BALZEKAS MUSEUM OF
LITHUANIAN CULTURE
C/0 INSTITUTE FOR PLURALISM
SUITE 1880
55 EAST JACKSON BOULEVARD
CHICAGO 1IL 60604
SUBJECT: URGES THE PRESIDENT TO CANCEL VISIT TO THE
CEMETERY IN BLITBURG
PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN

TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT,

UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486.

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE
(OR DRAFT) TO:
AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE

SALLY KELLEY

PLEASE TELEPHONE THE

DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE









SIGNED,

STANLEY BALZEKAS, JR, PRESIDENTY
BALZEKAS MUBEUM OF LITHUANIAN CULTURE

EDWIN CUDECKI, FORMER CHAIRPERSON
JLLINOIS CONSULTATION ON ETHNICIYY IN EDUCATION

ANTHONY J, FORNELLI, PAST PRESIDENT
UNCIO NATIONAL

ROSS HARANO, CHAIRMAN |
MAYORS ADVISORY COUNCIL ON ASIAN AFFAIRS, CITY OF CHICAGD) FORMER
MIDWEST DISTRICT GOVERNOR JAPANESE AMERICAN CITIZENS LEAGUE

MITCHELL KOBELINSKI, PRESIDENT |
COPERNICUS FOUNDATION; FORMER PRESIDENT 'POLISH AMERICAN CONGRESS
ILLINOIS DIVISION

DR MYRON KUROPAS, SUPREME VICE PRESIDENY
UKRANIAN NATIONAL ASSOCIATIONY NATIONAL ETHNIC LIAIBON AMERICANS FOR
MUMAN RIGHTS IN UKRAINE -

WINSTON LIANG, PRESIDENT
GREATER CHICAGO CMAPTER, ORGANIZATION OF CHINESE AMERJCANS

EDWARD MARCINIAK, PRESIDENT
INSTITUTE FOR URBAN LIFE, LOYOLA UNIVERSITY; FORMER PRESIDENT
NATIONAL CENTER FOR URBAN ETHNIC AFFAIRS

REVEREND WERBERY MARTIN
PRESIDENT, CHICAGO SOUTHSIDE BRANCH, NAACP

RAY ROMERO, CHMICAGD REGIONAL DIRECTOR/ASSOCIATE COUNSEL
MEXICAN AMERICAN LEGAL DEFENSE AND EQUCATIONAL FUND

CONNIE SEALS, CHAJRPERSON
ILLINOIS CONSULTATION ON ETHNICITY IN EDUCATION

MARIA MEDINA SEIDNER, CHAIRMAN

ASPIRA INCORPORATED OF ILLINCIS; PASY PRESIDENT, NATIONAL ASSOCIATION

FOR BILINGUAL EDUCATION

LUBA V TOLOCZKO=MARKEWYCZ, VICE PRESIDENT
UKRAINIAN INSTITUTE OF MODERN ART

REVEREND VILIS VARSBERGS, PRESIDENT
LATVIAN ZION EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURECM IN AMERICA

DR ANDREW T KOPAN, NATIONAL ETHWNIC LIAISCN
UNITED HELLENIC AMERICAN CONGRESBS















THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 8, 1985

Dear Barbara:

Thank you for sharing with us your views concerning the President's Stat
Visit to the Federal Republic of Germany. We fully understand the depth
of your concerns and assure you the President's feelings about the crimes
against humanity perpetrated by the Nazi regime are no less deeply felt.
President Reagan has attempted to make absolutely clear during his visit
the revulsion all Americans feel for the horrors which were committed in
the name of the German state and our determination not to forget them.
As you know, his itinerary included a ceremony at Bergen-Belsen concen-
tration camp in order to pay homage to all those who perished at the hand
of the Nazis. As he said on the anniversary of the liberation of that camg
April 21, there can and should be no absolution.

President Reagan is certain you agree that, as part of our efforts to learn
from the experiences of this dark era, we must not reject opportunities foi
reconciliation. The President was asked by Chancellor Kohl to pay a visit
to a German military cemetery in Bitburg, and he has honored that reques

For four decades, the Federal Republic of Germany has faced up to the gu
and responsibilities of its Nazi past and has, in countless ways, demonstra
concretely its commitment to democratic ideals and human rights, including
standing shoulder to shoulder with us in the Alliance in defense of freedon
With particular regard to the younger generation in Germany, it is importa
to demonstrate that, while we continue to hold the nation responsible for i
past, we do not consider them to bear individual responsibility for the crir
of Nazism.

Let me make clear that the President does not consider his appearance at
Bitburg to represent an act of forgiveness for those crimes, but rather on
of acknowledgment of the democratic society the German people have built.
He considers this to be a positive gesture which in no way detracts from
his full and heartfelt commitment to remember and honor the victims of the
Holocaust and the American soldiers who gave their lives to defeat the Naz
regime and its crimes.

Sincerely,

M. B. Oglesby, dr.
- Assistant to the President

The Honorable Barbara Mikulski
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

MBO/STATE/NSC/KRJ/éch-MB\/)S
cc: Will Ball, Cong. Affrs.
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JOHN O. MOENCH, Major General, USAF-Ret.

905 Sweetwater Blvd. South
Longwood, Florida 32779

April 16, 1985

The President
The White House
Washington, D. C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

I regret to see the flak you are taking over the idea and
purpose of visiting a German military cemetery.

We are long past the time for placing hatred of past events
behind us. Unfortunately, there are those who find comfort in
perpetuating hatred and even building on it. Somehow, I find
myself excusing the highly organized, self righteous Jewish
community with their deep indoctrination to perpetuate the
idea of discrimination and hatred against them for in such
perpetuation of a biased view of the outside world they achieve
an internal strength. But I found it very difficult to accept
that some of the broader veterans groups took issue with your
intended visit.

Recently, there have been several meetings of U.S. and
Japanese military veterans to include those of the Death March.
The su ivors of the Death March and other well worked-over
prisioners of the Japanese do not go around with a perpetual
chip on their shoulders and neither should others. War is war
and a lot of cruel and unusual things can happen in a war.

BUT THE WAR IS OVER AND IT HAS BEEN OVER FOR A LONG TIME!
Now let/s get it over with and get on on building the peace
that is needed.

I think that your visit to the German cemetery is a good
idea and that thought has been confirmed by all with whom I
have spoken. Unfortunately, these supporters of your initiative
are not the vocal minority.

PRESS ON!

Sincerely,

oo
-
i





