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- ICS IPMMTZZ CSP 

2017299864 TDMT SPARTA NJ 48 04-·:l.8 0326P EST 85 APR lB p 3; 45 
PMS PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN 

WHITE HOUSE DC 

DEAR PRESIDENT REAGAN: 

I IMPLORE YOU NOT TO VISIT THE GRAVE - YARD IN GERMANY ON YOUR VISIT AS --- - --- --WE CELEBRATE THE ANNIVERSARY OF THE LIBERATION OF THE CONCENTRATION 

CAMPS. AT THIS TIME, I FEEL YOU ARE MAKING A GRAVE MISTAKE. YOURS 

TFWLY 

MICHAEL J LA ROSE COUNCILMAN 

41 KIMBERLY CT 

SPARTA Nd 0787:t 

:I. 528 EST 
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1-030255A108 04/18/85 

~ ICS IPMWGWD WSH 

02951 04-18 0420P EST 

- PMS WHITE HOUSE DC 20500 

4-033666S108 04/18/85 

- ICS IPMMTZZ CSP 

2017336400 TDMT NEWARK NJ 133 04-18 0419P EST 

PMS PRESIDENT, DLR 

WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON DC 

85 A.PH! 8 P5 : .9 

DEAR MR PRESIDENT, I FEEL IT IS IMPORTANT THAT YOU ARE AWARE THAT I 

PERSONALLY DISAGREE WITH YOUR DECISION TO VISIT A NAZI SS TROOP 

MEMORIAL DURING YOUR UPCOMING VISIT TO THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF 

~_, GERMANY .. 

I HAVE VISITED BOTH AUCHWITZ AND ISRAEL AND I WAS PROFOUNDLY MOVED BY 

THE FACT THAT THE JEWISH PEOPLE ARE STILL SUFFERING FROM THE 

ATROCITIES COMMITTED BY THE SS TROOPERS. 

I CAN UNDERSTAND YOUR DESIRE TO FOSTER GOOD RELATIONS WITH Tl-IE 

FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY HOWEVER AS THE PRESIDENT OF A COUNTRY IN 

WHICH SO MANY SURVIVORS OF THE HOLOCAUST RESIDE, THIS VISIT CAN ONLY 

BE VIEWED AS TURNING YOUR BACK ON THE VERY VIRTUES ON WHICH THIS 

COUNTRY WAS FOUNDED. 

I HOPE YOU WILL CHANGE YOUR PLANS TO TRULY REFLECT THE WILL OF THE 

~ PEOPLE. SINCERELY, 

~{ENNETH A GIBSON MAYOR OF NEWAR~( NJ O 7J t)e)_ 

1621 EST 

l 
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I JOIN WITH THOSE WHO SUFFERED AT THE MtNOS CF TM! ~SANO 
RESPECTtV!LV ASK ¥OU TO CANCEL YOUR VISIT TO TH! StTBURG CEMETERY, 

YOUR PRESENTS AT SUCH A SIGHT 0!SHONORS AM!RICAN ltjAR DEAD ANC TM! 1 -• 
VtCT?MS CF THE HOLOCAUST, 

PERHAPS EVEN MORE IMPORTANTLY YOUR GOOD WORl<S ON BUtAL, ·•0,.. JSRA!L 
REPRESENTS TO US THE EM900IME;NT 01' A NE!CS 'TO REMEMBER TMOS! 1010 , I 
PARl,SHEO AT NAZI HANDS, AMERICANS ANO EUROPEAN' JEWS ANO ;Q!NT?LES . , I,~ 
PLEASE 00 NOT TARN!SH YOUR RECORD! JOIN WITH 'THE AMERlC~N ~JGfON ,AND , _1 

OTHER VETERAN ORGANI'fATt0N N~ BES!ECM!NG YOU ·• ·flL!AS! MR, ·PR!$10!NT · · ;, 
CANCEL YOUR PLANNED VISIT TO BITBURG C!M!T!RY, 

RESP.ECT,ULLY 
JOSEPHS OAOOONA MAYOR CITY OF ALLENTOWN PENNSYLVANtA 
1444 HAMILTON ST 
ALLENTOWN PA 18102 

00 i.3• EST 

MGMOOMF' 

TO REPLY BY MAILGRAM MESSAGE, SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR WESTERN UNION'S TOLL - FREE PHONE NUMBERS 
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u THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHIN'GTON 

May 8 , 1985 

Dear Norm : 

Thank you for sharing with us your views concerning the President's State 
Visit to the Federal Republic of Germany. We fully understand the depth 
of your . concerns and assure you the President's feelings about the crimes 
against humanity perpetrated by the Nazi regime are no less deeply felt. 
President Reagan has attempted to make absolutely clear during his visit 
the revulsion all Americans feel for the horrors which were committed in 
the name of the German state and our determination not to forget them. 
As you know, his itinerary included a ceremony at Bergen-Belsen concen
tration camp in order to pay homage to all those who perished at the hands 
of the Nazis. As he said on the anniversary of the liberation of that camp 
April 21, there can and should be no absolution. 

President Reagan is certain you agree that , as part of our efforts to learn 
from the experiences of this dark era, we must not reject opportunities for 
reconciliation. The President was asked by Chancellor Kohl to pay a visit 
to a German military cemetery in Bit burg, and he has honored that request. 

For four decades , the Federal Republic of Germany has faced up to the guilt 
and responsibilities of its Nazi past and has , in countless ways, demonstrated 
concretely its commitment to democratic ideals and human rights, including 
standing shoulder to shoulder with us in the Alliance in defense of freedom. 
With particular regard to the younger generation in Germany, it is important 
to demonstrate that, while we continue to hold the nation responsible for its 
past, we do not consider them to bear individual responsibility for the crimes 
of Nazism . 

Let me make clear that the President does not consider his appearance at 
Bitburg to represent an act of forgiveness for those crimes , but rather one 
of acknowledgment of the democratic society the German people have built . 
He considers this to be a positive gesture which in no way detracts from 
his full and heartfelt commitment to remember and honor the victims of the 
Holocaust and the American soldiers who gave their lives to defeat the Nazi 
regime and its crimes . 

Sincerely , 

M. B . Oglesby , Jr . 
Assistant to the President 

The Honorable Norman F. Lent 
House of Representatives 
Washington , D. C. 20515 

- ··---- - I 
MBO/STATE/NSC/KRJ/ech-MIB08 
cc: Will Ball, Cong . Affrs .J 



'f)RMAN-F. LENT 
F ..:fft? / --/-5" .s 

_ - --• • ~, DISTRICT, NEW YORK 
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SUBCOMMITTEE: 
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ANO TOURISM 

«tongrtss of tht tinittd ~tatts 
\lloust of Rrprtsmtati\lts 

Washin_gron, Ila: 20515 

2408 RAYBURN HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 

TELEPHONE: (202) 225-7896 

DISTRICT OFFICES: 
0 ROOM 300, 2280 GRAND AVENUE 

BALDWIN, NY 115 10 
TELEPHONE: (516) 223-1616 

0 MASSAPEQUA PARK VILLAGE HA LL 
151 FRONT STREET 

MASSAPEQUA PARK, NY 11762 
TELEPHONE: (516) 795-4454 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20S00 

Dear Mr. President: 

April 17, 198S 

As I read this morning's newspapers, I noted with satisfac-
tion that you have decided to include a visit to a concentration camp in 

!the itinerary for your upcoming trip to West Gennany . I applaud your 
decision because it is important that we recognize the sacrifice of the 
millions -of Holocaust victims and their families on the 40th anniversary 
of VE Day. 

I I .am still very much disturbed, however, about your stated 
intention of laying a wreath at the Gennan military cemetery at Bitburg. 
While I can understand your desire to commemorate 40 years of U.S.-German 
friendship, I would urge you to search for a more suitable gesture. As 
you know, the Bitburg cemetery contains- the graves of Nazi soldiers and 
Waffen SS troops, many of them war criminals, who committed countless 
atrocities during World War II against Jews, non-Jews and Allied prisoners 
of war. In my opinion, the memory of these men should not be honored by 
a visit by the President of the United States and my constituents share 
in this view. 

I 
As you prepare for your departure next month, I urge to re

consider your decision to visit Bitburg and direct your advance team to 
arrange a more appropriate ceren1ony in honor of this historic anniversary. 

Thank you, Mr. President, for your consideration in this 
matter. 

NFL/ms 

Re pectfully yourr~ J , ~---~ .. ~ 
NO F. LENT 
Mem er of Congress 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 8, 1985 

Dear Doug: 

Thank you for sharing with us your views concerning the President's State 
Visit to the Federal Republic of Germany. We fully understand the depth 
of your concerns and assure you the President's feelings about the crimes 
against humanity perpetrated by the Nazi regime are no less deeply felt. 
President Reagan has attempted to make absolutely clear during his visit 
the revulsion all Americans feel for the horrors which were committed in 
the name of the German state and our determination not to forget them. 
As you know, his itinerary included a ceremony at Bergen-Belsen concen
tration camp in order to pay homage to all those who perished at the hands 
of the Nazis. As he said on the anniversary of the liberation of that camp 
April 21, there can and should be no absolution. 

President Reagan is certain you agree that, as part of our efforts to learn 
from the experiences of this dark era, we must not reject opportunities for 
reconciliation. The President was asked by Chancellor Kohl to pay a visit 
to a German military cemetery in Bitburg, and he has honored that request. 

For four decades, the Federal Republic of Germany has faced up to the guilt 
and responsibilities of its Nazi past and has, in countless ways, demonstrated 
concretely its commitment to democratic ideals and human rights, including 
standing shoulder to shoulder with us in the Alliance in defense of freedom. 
With particular regard to the younger generation in Germany, it is important 
to demonstrate that, while we continue to hold the nation responsible for its 
past, we do not consider them to bear individual responsibility for the crimes 
of Nazism. 

Let me make clear that the President does not consider his appearance at 
Bitburg to represent an act of forgiveness for those crimes, but rather one 
of acknowledgment of the democratic society the German people have built. 
He considers this to be a positive gesture which in no way detracts from 
his full and heartfelt commitment to remember and honor the victims of the 
Holocaust and the American soldiers who gave their lives to defeat the Nazi 
regime and its crimes. 

Sincerely, 

M. B. Oglesby, Jr. 
Assistant to the President 

The Honorable Douglas Applegate 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 20515 

MBO /ST ATE/NSC /KRJ / ech -JOB 
cc: Will Ball, Cong. Affrs. 
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PUBLIC WORKS AND 
TRANSPORTATION 
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,pft EAST LIVERPOOL 216-385-5921 

r DOUGLAS APPLEGATE 

VETERANS' AFFAIRS 
CHAIRMAN 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON COMPENSATION, 
PENSION, AND INSURANCE 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

UNITED STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

April 18, 1985 

20500 

Dear Mr . President: 

Your scheduled visit to honor Nazi soldiers, including 
SS troops, is an insult to all American Veterans both living and 
dead and their families, as well as Jews everywhere who suffered 
at the hands of these people. 

It is wrong and you of all people as President of the 

\

United States should know that. to the outrage 
of millions of Americans and d venture and 
instead, honor those who are 

DA/kk 

BUY AMERICAN! SAVE-,AMERICAN JOBS! 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 8, 1985 

Dear Ed: 

Thank you for sharing with us your views concerning the President1s State 
Visit to the Federal Republic of Germany. We fully understand the depth 
of your concerns and assure you the President1s feelings about the crimes 
against humanity perpetrated by the Nazi regime are no less deeply felt. 
President Reagan has attempted to make absolutely clear during his visit 
the revulsion all Americans feel for the horrors which were committed in 
the name of the German state and our determination not to forget them. 
As you know, his itinerary included a ceremony at Bergen-Belsen concen
tration camp in order to pay homage to all those who perished at the hands 
of the Nazis. As he said on the anniversary of the liberation of that camp 
April 21, there can and should be no absolution. 

President Reagan is certain you agree that, as part of our efforts to learn 
from the experiences of this dark era , we must not reject opportunities for 
reconciliation. The President was asked by Chancellor Kohl to pay a visit 
to a German military cemetery in Bitburg, and he has honored that request . 

For four decades , the Federal Republic of Germany has faced up to the guilt 
and responsibilities of its Nazi past and has, in countless ways, demonstrated 
concretely its commitment to democratic ideals and human rights, including 
standing shoulder to shoulder with us in the Alliance in defense of freedom . 
With particular regard to the younger generation in Germany, it is important 
to demonstrate that, while we continue to hold the nation responsible for its 
past, we do not consider them to bear individual responsibility for the crimes 
of Nazism. 

Let me make clear that the President does not consider his appearance at 
Bitburg to represent an act of forgiveness for those crimes, but rather one 
of acknowledgment of the democratic society the German people have built. 
He considers this to be a positive gesture which in no way detracts from 
his full and heartfelt commitment to remember and honor the victims of the 
Holocaust and the American soldiers who gave their lives to defeat the Nazi 
regime and its crimes . 

Sincerely, 

M. B. Oglesby , Jr. 
Assistant to the President 

The Honorable Edward Zorinsky 
United States Senate 
Washington, D. C. 20510 

MBO/S!ATE/NSC/KRJ/ech-MBOB 
cc: Will Ball, Cong. Affrs. / 



_______:_~~ARD ZORINSKY 
.~Eer .... ·.sKA 

I SR 443 RUSSELL SENATE OFFICE BUILDING 

~ (2021224-6551 

.. .,,,;:,· COMMITTEE: 

{" AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, AND 
FORESTRY 

SUBCOMMITTEES: 

RANKING MINORITY MEMBER 
AGRICULTURAL CREDIT ANO RURAL 

ELECTRIFICATION 

AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION, 
MARKETING AND 

STABILIZATION OF PRICES 

FOREIGN AGRICULTURAL POLICY 

April 18, 1985 

Honorable Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510 

..,,t!t" 34/p/&c.' 
FOREIGN RELATIONS COMMITTEE 

SUBCOMMITTEES: 

RANKI NG MINORITY MEMBER 
WESTERN HEM ISPHERE AFFAIRS 

ARMS CONTROL AND 
INTERNATIONAL OPERATIONS 

EUROPE,>,N AFFAIRS 

DISTRICT OFFICES: 

8311 FEDERAL BUILDING 

2 16 NORTH 17TH STREET 

OMAHA, NEBR, 68102 
(4021 221--4381 

100 CENTENNIAL MALL. NORTH 

LINCOLN, NEBR. 68508 

(402) 471-5246 

1811 WEST 2ND STREET 
GRAND ISLAND, NEBR. 68801 

(308) 381-5552 

5 I comnend you for your decision to include a visit to a concentration 
\ camp on the itinerary for your trip to West Germany next month. Such 

a visit is, I believe, an excellent and most appropriate way to 
remember the Holocaust and to honor its victims. 

While I also recognize the importance of comnemorating the end of 
German-American wartime enmity, I do not believe that a visit to a 

'

military cemetery containing the graves of Nazi SS troops is the best 
way to achieve that purpose. I therefore urge you, Mr. President, to 
reconsider your decision to participate in the wreath-laying cererrony 

t at Bitburg. 

Thank you for your consideration of my concerns. 

With best wishes, 

EZ/gf/sr 
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Tl'· 
4-005293S109 04/19/85 
ICS IPMMTZZ CSP 

2022656280 POM TDMT WASHINGTON DC 34 04-1 91:i>~~R~ 9ESA O • , 
v. d ~ 

PMS PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN • 

WHITE HOUSE DC 20500 

YOUR REMARKS REGARDING GERMAN SOLDIERS AS VICTIMS OF NAZIS, THE SAME 

AS 6 MILLION JEWS SHOWS GROSS INSENSITIVITY AND DISTORTION OF 

HISTORY. WE DEMAND RETRACTION OF YOUR REMARKS AND CANCELLATION OF 

BITBURG CEMETERY VISIT. 

SAMUEL GREENBERG NATIONAL COMMANDER JEWISH WAR VETERANS OF THE USA 

1811 R ST NORTHWEST 

WASHINGTON DC 20009 

093:3 EST 
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A-001363S109 04/19/85 

ICS IPMBNGZ CSP 

2 l 34 736492 TDBN I...DS ANGELE~; CA :I. 4!:i 04·-· :1<~ ¼f fl.I~ E~l9 : 21 
- PMS PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN 

i 

WHITE HOUSE DC 

DEAR MR PRESIDENT 

THE SIMON WIESENTHAL. CENTER HAS BEGUN A THOROUGH INVESTIGATION OF THE 

BACKGROUND OF THE SS SOL.DIERS BURIED AT THE MILITARY CEMETERY AT 

BITBURG, GERMANY, AND HAS ALREADY UNCOVERED THAT SS STAFF SERGEANT 

OTTO FRANZ BENGEL. WAS AWARDED THE GERMAN CROSS IN GOLD IN THE NAME OF 

ADOLF HITLER IN 1944 BY SENIOR SS OFFICIALS FOR KILLING 10 AMERICAN 

SOLDIERS. UGEN SCHULER, WHO WAS A MEMBER OF THE REICH SICHERHAUPTAMT, 

THE NOTORIOUS SS SECURITY SERVICE, IS ALSO BURIED THERE. IT IS 

INCONCEIVABLE THAT OUR ALLY WOULD MAKE A REQUEST OF YOU TO VISIT SUCH 

A LOCATIONv AND THAT YOU MR PRESIDENT WOULD CONSENT TO GO THERE. IN 

LIGHT OF THIS NEW INFORMATION SUCH A VISIT COULD ONLY CONSTITUTE AN 

AFFRONT TO THE GENERATION OF AMERICAN SOLDIERS WHO SACRIFICED 

EVERYTHING FOR THEIR COUNTRY. WE URGE YOU TO CANCEL THIS STOPOVER ON 

YOUR EUROPEAN ITINERARY. 

[ 

<
RABBI MAF~VIN HIER, DEAN, / RABBI 

SIMON WIESENTHAL CENTER l 

9'~6() ~ ;J~ d/'P£ . 
0314 Esr~a,,~A 'too¥ 

ABRAHAM COOPER, ASSOCIATE DEAN, 
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Joel D. Brooks 
Executive Director 

Allen B . Bennett 
Assistant Director 

AMERICAN JEWISH CONGRESS 

Ronald Reagan 
President of the United States 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

April 15, 1985 

Dear President Reagan, 

(415) 974-1287 

On behalf of the American Jewish Congress, I wish to express 
our concern with regard to your forthcoming visit to Germany. 
The press has r eported that while i n Germany you are planning 
to visit a German cemetary in Bitburg which contains the 
remains of nazi murderers. 

Mr. President, it is our belief that a visit to a German 
military cemetary, unless aacompanied by a similar visit to 
a concentration camp, would serve to mock the memories of 
the victims, many of whom now reside in the United States. 

We urge you to reconsider your itinerary, Mr. President. 

Sincerely, 

{)crd;o~~ 
Joel D. Brooks 
Executive Director 

121 Steuart Street, Suite 402, San Francisco, CA 94105 
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Dear Ed: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 8, 1985 

Thank you for sharing with us your constituents' views concerning the 
President's State Visit to the Federal Republic of Germany. We fully 
understand the depth of your constituents' concerns and assure you 
the President1s feelings about the crimes against humanity perpetrated 
by the Nazi regime are no less deeply felt. President Reagan has 
attempted to make absolutely clear during his visit the revulsion all 
Americans feel for the horrors which were · committed in the name of the 
German state and our determination not to forget them. As you know, 
his itinerary included a ceremony at Bergen-Belsen concentration camp 
in order to pay homage to all those who perished at the hands of the 
Nazis. As he said on the anniversary of the liberation of that camp 
April 21, there can and should be no absolution. 

President Reagan is certain your constituents agree that, as part of our 
efforts to learn from the experiences of this dark era, we must not reject 
opportunities for reconciliation. The President was asked by Chancellor 
Kohl to pay a visit to a German military cemetery in Bitburg, and he has 
honored that request. 

For four decades, the Federal Republic of Germany has faced up to the guilt 
and responsibilities of its Nazi past and has, in countless ways, demonstrated 
concretely its commitment to democratic ideals and human rights, including 
standing shoulder to shoulder with us in the Alliance in defense of freedom. 
With particular regard to the younger generation in Germany, it is important 
to demonstrate that , while we continue to hold the nation responsible for its 
past, we do not consider them to bear individual responsibility for the crimes 
of Nazism. 

Let me make clear that the President does not consider his appearance at 
Bitburg to represent an act of forgiveness for those crimes, but rather one 
of acknowledgment of the democratic society the German people have built. 
He considers this to be a positive gesture which in no way detracts from 
his full and heartfelt commitment to remember and honor the victims of the 
Holocaust and the American soldiers who gave their lives to defeat the Nazi 
regime and its crimes. 

Sincerely, 

M. B. Oglesby, Jr. 
Assistant to the President 

--- - · ·· ·---·- - · - ~ -1.. . - - ..:1 ~ 1Lll"--l~---

MBO/STATE/NSC/KRJ/ech-MBd8 
cc: Will Ball, Cong. Affrs. ./ 



EDWARD R. MADIGAN 
ILLINOIS 

ctongrtss of tbt ltnittb ~tatts 
1'ouse of l\tpresentatibes 

•~bington, 1».<tt. 20515 

April 17, 1985 

M. B. Oglesby, Assistant to the President 
for Legislative Affairs 

The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear B: 

I am enclosing a copy of the communication I have received 
from Dr. Walter Kohn of Normal, Illinois, who is concerned about 
the President's upcoming trip to West Germany and the inclusion 
of a concentration camp visit. 

I would appreciate your consideration and comment. 

EM: ejd 
enclosure 

:~~~ 
Representative in Congress 
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DEA~ MR, PREStO!NT; 

l HAVE BEEN AN AViD SUPPORTER ;OF VOU ANC VQUR •OMtNlSTIUT!ON StNC! · -_..;•, 
IJS INCEPTION BUT TH%S LATEST FL•P THAT 1MAS ARSSiN AIOUT ¥0~~ TRIP TC 
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• , 
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PATRXOT!$M 

JOSEP.~ V MCCLOSKEY 
, R ! s I o ENT o, o u Tc HE s s e o u N, v M A v a FU AN c Mu N I c t P , L. , o ., , i c r , 1,; s --- , 
ASSOClATION~MAVOR V?LL 
GE OF FtSHK?LL NV 

111'12 EST 

MGMOOMP 
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********************************************************************* 
*ACTION CODES: 
* 

*DISPOSITION CODES: 

* 
*A-APPROPRIATE ACTION *A-ANSWERED 
*C-Cm.11r,,,-E:t-TT/REC0M *B-:t-101'-T-SPEC-REFFRPAL 
*D-DRAFT RESPONSE *C-COMPLETED 
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*COMPLETED = DATE OF * 
* OUTGOING* 
* 
* 
* 

* 
* 
* 

********************************************************************* 
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(ROOM 79,0EOB) EXT. 2590 
KEEP THIS WORKSHEET ATTACHED TO THE ORIGINAL INCOMING 
LETTER AT ALL TIMES AND SEND COMPLETED RECORD TO RECORDS 
MANAGEMENT. 
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MAILGRA~ SEHV!CE CENTER 
MIDOLETO~N, VA. 226qS 
19 A~ 

1•0142001109 04/1Q/85 TWX CWS NYK ~S~A 
001 NE~ YOkK NMY 4/lq 

PRESIDE NT RO~AL RF.AGAN 
TH l'iHITE HUUSE 
WASHINGTON DC 20003 

WE VIEW w.lTH DISMAY YOUR DECISION TO MAKE AN OFFICIAL VISIT ·10 
BLITBURG GCe~ET~RY. ~ VISIT TO THE CEMETERY ~HER! NAZI WAS 
CRIMI~ALS AH£ BURIED EXACERBATES WOU~DS RATHE~ THAN HEALS 'TMEM. 
WE ASK YOU TC RtCONSIDER THIS UNFORTUNATE DECISION SO THAT TME 
WORLD MAY KNCW THIS NATION'S TOTAL DISDAIN FOR THE POLICIES TMAT 
PRODUCED THt NAZI HOLOCAUST 

AR IE R f;RUWl:.R 
GE NERAL S~CkETARY 
NATIONAL COU~CIL OF THE CHURCHES OF CHRIST USA 

15:11.1 EST 

TO REPLY BY MAILGRAM MESSAGE, SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR•WESTERN UNION'S TOLL - FREE PHONE NUMBERS 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

CORRFSPONDENCE TRACK I NG WORKSHEET _7ZIJ:J~OI 

DATF RECEIVED: APRIL 22, 1985 

NAME OF CORRESPONDENT: MR. STANLEY BALZEKAS JR. 

SUBJ ECT: URGES THE PRESIDEtTT TO CANCEL VISIT TO THE 
CEMETERY IN BLITBURG 

ACTION DISPOSITION 

ROUTE TO: ACT DATE TYPE C COMPLETED 
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********************************************************************* 
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********************************************************************* 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT 

TRANSMITTAL FORM 

S/S t 851 43 7 3 

DATE 

FOR: Mr. Robert C. McFarlane 
National Security Council 
The White House 

REFERENCE: 
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Pr esid ent Reagan FROM: Mr . Stan l ey Balz e kas , Jr . 

DATE: Apr i l 1 9 , 1 985 SUBJECT: President's tr i p to Ger~a ny 

WHITE HOUSE REFERRAL DATED: May 9 , 1 985 NSC t 30 1 Sl 7 
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TO THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
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Other 
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/i . 
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(CLASSIFICATION) 
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Mr. Stanley Balzekas, Jr. 
Institute for Pluralism 
55 East Jackson Boulevard 
Suite 1880 
Chicago, Illino i s 60604 

Dear Mr. Balzekas: 

United States Department of State 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

May 23, 1985 

I am replying t o your April 19 telegram to President 
Reagan, cosigned by several other community leatlers, 
regarding his trip to the Fede ral Republic o f Germany. 

During his visic, the President made absolutely clea r 
t he revulsion all Americans feel for the horrors committed 
i n the name of the German sta t e before and during World War 
II, and o u r determination not to forget them. His itinerary 
included a ceremony at the site of the Bergen-Belsen concen
tration camp to pay homage to those who pe rished at the 
hands of the Nazis. As he said on t he April 21 ann iversary 
o f the liberation of t hat c amp and again during his own 
visit, "There can and should be no absolution . " 

President Reag an s trongly believes, a s part of our 
efforts to learn f r om the experiences of thi s dark e ra , we 
must not reject opportunities for reconciliation. In this 
s p irit, he was as ked by Chancellor Kohl , ana · accepted t h e 
invitation, to visit a German mi li tary cemetery in Bitburg. 

For four decades, the Federal Republic of Germa ny has 
faced up to the g ui lt and responsibilit ie s of its Nazi past. 
It has demonstrated concretely in ~ountless ways its com
mitment to democratic ideals and human rights, includifg 
standing shoulder to sh~ulder with us in the Alliance in 
defense of freedom. The Presid ent's trip to Bitburg in
cluded a visit to the large Bitburg Air Base, which houses 
members of both the U.S. and German Air Forces. 

It is important to demonstrate, par ticularly to the 
younger generation in Germany, that although we continue to 
hold the nat i on re sponsible for its past , we d o not consider 
t hem to bear individual responsibility for the crimes of 
Nazism. The President did not consider his appear ance at 
Bitbu rg to represent an act of forgiveness f o r those crimes. 
Rather, it was an acknowledgment of the democrat ic society 
the German people have bu ilt. He cons idered thi s to be a 
po s itive gesture which in no way d etracted from his full and 
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heartfelt commitment to remembe r and honor the victims of 
the Holocaust and the American soldiers who gave their lives 
to defeat the Nazi regime and its crimes. 

Sincerely, 

~-z:1-~~ 
ting Assis t an t Sec~etary 

for Publi c Affairs 



T H E W H I T E H O U S E 

REFERRAL 

TO: DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

ACTION REQUESTED: 
DIRECT REPLY, FURNISH INFO COPY 

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING: 

ID: 

MEDIA: 

TO: 

FROM: 

301517 

MAILGRAM, DATED APRIL 19, 1985 

PRESIDENT REAGAN 

MR. STANLEY BALZEKAS JR. 
PRESIDENT, BALZEKAS MUSEUM OF 
LITHUANIAN CULTURE 
C/O INSTITUTE FOR PLURALISM 
SUITE 1880 
55 EAST JACKSON BOULEVARD 
CHICAGO IL 60604 

0 F F I C E 

MAY 9, 1985 

SUBJECT: URGES THE PRESIDENT TO CANCEL VISIT TO THE 
CEMETERY IN BLITBURG 

~ 514373 

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN 
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE 
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486. 

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE 
(OR DRAFT) TO: 
AGENCY LIAISON , ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE 

SALLY KELLEY 
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON 
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 
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' %NIT%T.UTE FOR 'PLiURALtSM . & ,GRCU 
$S EAST ·JACKSON -SLYD SUITE t.1!8 
CMlCAGO lL ~06014 19AM 

1~0481!flSS 109 041 l•CJJ85 1C$ IPMl!tNGZ ·c,gp WMSS 1q; · 
·31260351400 MGMS Tl;)SN CMtCAG0 11 H. ,,o 04•1·9 061TP ·. esT 

PRESlOENT REAGAN 
WHITE HOUSE 
WASHING110N DC 1iOSOO 

~514373 

A! A COALlT!ON .· OF L.EAO!~S IN WHITE ET~NtC, SL,~CI<, ,t,i?,IP-,ANtC ~ND A$lAN 
ETHNIC COMMUNITIES, WE FEEL 'THAT ¥OU~ YSSlT -,o-THE MlLITARV :CEMEltRV 
AT ·BITBURG WOULD INSULT THE 'M!MQRV OF l!ME AM!FUC.NS, £UR0fl!EANS, ANP 
NORf.M Af!IUCANS WHO 01£0 AT TiME · HANDS OF 'TH! :NAlt8 1 

♦tJ.t 
;l 1t 

L, ·- t 

N~us, WE -ADO OUR UNITED \/OlCE. TO ,Tft-t! e~opus 10P "THE ·d!WlSH"·"ecP.LE·, ' ,.,,, :, ... ) ij 
AMERICAN VETERANS ORGANtiATJONS, THE ufs. ·HOLOC•us, iM!MOA!~L ;CQijNCt~, 
A M~JOR?TV OF TM! UNlTtO STATES ,$!NAT! f.NCLiUDliNG L;£•DERS •OF ' ¥DUR 'OWN 
PARTY, ANO THOUSANDS OF AMIRXCAN FAMl~!!S WHo :ooNTtNUE 10 'MOURN ,o~ 
FAiMERS, HUSBANDS, BROTHER& -AN0 -SONS ;SLAIN 8¥ THE NAltS ·DUAJNG WORLD 

f ', '( 

WAR I l, A ND ·URGING vou TO ·c 4NCEL. VOUR V !$ t T . TO TM! CE MET ARV, 

WE FEEL THAT, ·BECAUSE ,SUCH A CEM£TfRV 'VtSIT WOULD HONOR THOSE WMO· ,; 1 

FOUG~T F-OR. PFUNCU1L!S ·REPUGNANT ' TO AMEFUCANS, IT WOULD 'RUN .COUNTER'- "10-· ,,; '1 

T<ME COMPASS I ON ANO 0!M0CIUT l C VALUES ,QF "1 0Ulit NATION ', •WI ·l!L teve: THE: · , ,_, :, 
AMERICAN PEOPLE WANT TO R!M!MB!R AND COM~!MOAiTE TME ,' EV!N,s 10F WORLD 
WAR % I WHICH ,ST~ND -OUT AGAINST · THE 1,.AN.0SCU'£ ,OF ·HUMAN 'NUGEOV 1 

WE ACCEPT VOUR ST~T!MENT THAT TH! TRIP io WEST ·GERMANY IS D!SlGN!D ,c 
$HOW 'RESPECT F'CR THE £VOI.UTl0N OF TM£ FEDERAL . RIPUEH.lC INTO A 'TAUL.¥ 
DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY, BUT ~AVlNG A WR!AlM ,AT,~, GRAV!S ;o, 'MOIE ·•Ho ' 
SOUGMT 10 DESTROY D!MOCRACV AND ·OTM!R VALUlS AMERICANS CHIRISM 8£RV!8 
ONLV TO DIMINISH RESPECT FOR ,ME UNITED "$TATES ANO r,s PR!$?0!NCV~ 

P!RMAPS IT IS TRUE TMjT M•NY !!£NAG! ·NAIi -!OLOl!RS BURl!D . ~T 9%TBURG 
WERE CONSCR?PT!O AGAINST IMEf~ Wtl.L, WE JR! :&ORR¥ "FOA THAt, eu, TM!V 
B!C~ME PART ·OP A $¥STEM TMAT ~CTl0 tN A :CONSISTEN,LY BRUTAL PiTTeRN 
UNTtL TME VERY !ND o, TM! · W~RII TM! · •ro1v TMEV J01N!D WAS 'R!SPONl?Bt..f: 
FOR THE ·SLAUGHTER •CF - AMEFUC•N ,o,t$0N£F1$ 1C)F WAR, TME ·0t:STRUC'l'l0N ·OP' 
EUROIIEAN JEWRV •ND TME MUJqC!R 10F ·eM~ISTlANS tN 'EVERY NA,ION ··,HAT 
GERMANV INVADED, 

TM! 1\JN r TED STA TES., ANO, TOD iv, TM! .,,or,UL RJ.PUBL. IC 10, GfHlMANV, AR! 
TWO 10F THE WO~LO J S G~!AT ·DEMOCFUC?EI, BOTM NATIONS CAN ,tUV! FAC&: ONLY 
ev REMAINING FA?TMFUI,. 'TIO TME VALUE8 1 AND 'TRADITIONS THAT 1IU,STl,NG\HSM ' 
TMEM PROM NAZ? G!RMANV, 

WE STRONGLY URG! VQU TO CANCEL ¥DUR 'VISIT 'TO THE ·tEM!T!RV AT B%TiURG, 
TO REPLY BY MAILGRAM MESSAGE, SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR WESTERN UNION'S TOLL - FREE PHONE NUMBERS 
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SIGNED, 

eTANLEY 8ALZEKAS, ~R, ·PR!SJCeNT 
BALt[KAS MUSEUM OP LlTMUANIAN CULTURE 

EOWtN CUDECKI, FORMER CHAIRPfRSON 
ILLfNOlS tONSULTITlON ON ETHNICITY lN EDUCATION 

ANTHONY J I FORNELLt, ·PAST PRES?Of NT 
UNcro NATIONAL 

ROSS HARANO, ·CHAIRMAN 

I I 

MAYORS A'CVISORV ·coUNCtL ON ASIAN .,,.~RS, erTV 1 01" CM!CAC~c, '10RM!R ' . . __,. · 
MIDWEST DISTRICT QOYlRNOR JAPANESE AM!R?CAN C?Tfl!NS .LEAGUE ~ 

MITCHELL KOBELlNSKI, PR!SIDENT 
COPERN IOUS F10UNDAT I ON f F'ORM!fil PRIS U)ENf iPQl- 1 SH AMEFU CAN CONGRESS 
ILLINOIS OIV?StON 

! I 

DR MYRON KUROPAS, SUPAEM! VtCE ·PR!StDENT ~ • 
UMRANIAN NATIONAL A$SOCtAT?ON1 NATIONAL ETHNIC LiA?SCN AM!RICANS ,oR '1 1 · 
HUMAN RIGHTS IN 'IJl<RA?N! I • • , j l!,r '(j 

WINSTON LIANG, PRE8%0!NT 
GREAT2R CHICAGO CMAPT£R, ORGANIZATION OF CMIN,SE AMIRICANS 

!DWARQ MARCINIA~, PRESIDENT 
INSTITUTE FOR 1URSAN .L!FE, L0¥0LA UNJV!A$%TV1 ~QRMgR PREStD!Nf 
NAT~0NAL .CENT!R 'FOR URIAN !UINJC jFFAJRI 

REVEREND M!RB!RT MARTIN 
PR!StDENT, CM?CAGO S0UTMS%D! BRANCH, NA~CP 

RAV ROMERO, CHICAGO R!Gf0NAL OtRECTO~IASSOCXATE COUNl!L 
MEXICAN AMERICAN ~!GAL oe,!NSE ANO !DUCATfONAL FUND 

CONNIE SEALS, CMAtAP!RSON 
II.LlNOIS CCNSULTAT?ON ;QN ·e;TMNlClTV %'N EDUCAT?!ON 

MARIA MEDINA SEtON!R, ·eMA?AMAN . 
ASP?·RA INCORPORATED o, U.LtNOISJ .,-AST 'P~ESIDENT, NATl•ON.At, AISOC%At10N 
FOR ·Bl LINGUAL !0\JC AT I.ON 

LUSA V TOLOCZl<O•MARl<!lii!VC%, VICE ·~R!S?-OENT 
UMRA?NIAN INSTITUTE OF MODERN ART 

REVEREND VILIS VARSB!RGS, ,RiStOENT 
LATVIAN ?ION EVANGELXCAL 1 LUT~ERAN :eHURC~ IN AMIRlCA 

OR ANDREW T KOPAN, NATIONAL £1'MN?C · LIAISON 
UNITED MELL!NIC AMERICAN CONGRESS 

TO REPLY BY MAILGRAM MESSAGE, SEE REVERSE SIDE fOR•WESTERN UNION'S TOLL· FREE PHONE NUMBERS 

i I 

1·- •-l •t 

...... 



I. 



.,_, 

-

PAGE J 

I 

18tS8 EST 

MGMOOMP 

TO REPLY BY MAILGRAM MESSAGE, SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR WESTERN UNION'S TOLL - FREE PHONE NUMBERS 
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u THE WHITE HOUSE 
I 

WASHINGTON 

May 8, 1985 

Dear Barbara: 

Thank you for sharing with us your views concerning the President's State 
Visit to the Federal Republic of Germany. We fully understand the depth 
of your concerns and assure you the President's feelings about the crimes 
against humanity perpetrated by the Nazi regime are no less deeply felt. 
President Reagan has attempted to make absolutely clear during his visit 
the revulsion all Americans feel for the horrors which were committed in 
the name of the German state and our determination not to forget them. 
As you know, his itinerary included a ceremony at Bergen-Belsen concen
tration camp in order to pay homage to all those who perished at the hands 
of the Nazis. As he said on the anniversary of the liberation of that camp 
April 21, there can and should be no absolution. 

President Reagan is certain you agree that, as part of our efforts to learn 
from the experiences of this dark era, we must not reject opportunities for 
reconciliation. The President was asked by Chancellor Kohl to pay a visit 
to a German military cemetery in Bitburg, and he has honored that request. 

For four decades, the Federal Republic of Germany has faced up to the guilt 
and responsibilities of its Nazi past and has, in countless ways, demonstrated 
concretely its commitment to democratic ideals and human rights, including 
standing shoulder to shoulder with us in the Alliance in defense of freedom. 
With particular regard to the younger generation in Germany, it is important 
to demonstrate that, while we continue to hold the nation responsible for its 
past, we do not consider them to bear individual responsibility for the crimes 
of Nazism. 

Let me make clear that the President does not consider his appearance at 
Bitburg to represent an act of forgiveness for those crimes, but rather one 
of acknowledgment of the democratic society the German people have built. 
He considers this to be a positive gesture which in no way detracts from 
his full and heartfelt commitment to remember and honor the victims of the 
Holocaust and the American soldiers who gave their lives to defeat the Nazi 
regime and its crimes . 

Sincerely, 

M. B. Oglesby, Jr. 
Assistant to the President 

The Honorable Barbara Mikulski 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 20515 

MBO /ST A TE/NSC /KRJ I ech-MBPB 
cc: Will Ball, Cong. Affrs. J 



MH!CH~ NT r. _ _; FISHERIES 
-

SUBCOMMITTEES: 

CHAIRWOMAN, OCEANOGRAPHY 

MERCHANT MARINE 

COAST GUARD 

ENERGY AND COMMERCE 

SUBCOMMITTEES: 

HEALTH AND THE ENVIRONMENT 

COMMERCE, TRANSPORTATION AND TOURISM 

The President 

BARBARA A. MIKULSKI 
3D DISTRICT, MARYLAND 

<ttongrtss of _ tbt It nittb ~tates 
JI.Joust of l\tprtstntatibts 

aasbington, ll~ 20515 

April 19, 1985 

The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

2404 RAYBURN BU ILDING 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515 

(202) 225- 4016 

DISTR ICT OFFICES: 

1414 FALLON FEDERAL BU ILDING 

BALTIMORE, MD 21201 
(301) 962-4510 

6609 REISTERSTOWN ROAD, # 104 
BALTIMORE, MD 21215 

(301) 358-0758 

419 SOUTH HIGHLAND AVE. 
BALTIMORE, MD 21224 

(301) 563-4000 

I am writing to personally e xpress to you the deep sense 

\

of outrage I feel over your plan to visit the cemete ry at 
Bitburg, Germany which contains the graves of German military 
and SS officers. 

Regardless of who planne d this visit or what events led 
to it being added to your sche dule , I urge you to immediately 
cancel your visit to Bitburg. To proceed with your planned 
visit would send a terrible message to Gold Star mothers every 
where, to Holocaust survivors in my own community and around 
the world, to American veterans and their survivors, ~nd to 
people worldwide who have been the v i ctims of persecution and 
oppression . 

Please , Mr . Pre sident, I encourage you to do every thing 
possible to conti nue our Nation's fri e ndship with prese nt-day 
Germany, but please do not do any t h ing to honor or pay tribute 
to those Ge rmans who particip ated 40 years a go in the torture 
and murder of millions of innocent people. 

Since rley yours, 

ll4ra t?M5.~ 
Member of Congre ss 

BAM: ja 

THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPER MADE WITH RECYCLED FIBERS 
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PMS PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN 

WHITE HOUSE DC 20500 

DEAR MR PRESIDENT 

YOUR COMPARISON OF THE VICTIMS OF THE HOLOCAUST TO DEAD GERMAN 

SOLDIERS, WHO MAY HAVE BEEN DRAFTEES IS SHAMEFUL.. IT IS INVI~IOUS TO 

THE MEMORY OF THE OVER 250,000 AMERICANS WHO DIED FIGHTING WORLD WAR 

I I .. 

WE BELIEVE YOU OWE NOT ONLY THE VICTIMS AND SURVIVORS OF THE 

HOLOCAUST AN APOLOGY 9 BUT ALSO ALL AMERICANS WHO FOUGHT I N THE WAR .. 

CERTAINLY 9 YOUR VISIT TO BITBURG SHOULD BE CANCELLED. RESPECTFULLY 

YOUF~S 

HERBERT GOLDMAN PRESIDENT BALTIMORE JEWISH COUNCIL AND STANLY 

SOLL.INS EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BALTIMORE JEWISH COUNCIL 

101 WEST MOUNT ROYAL AVE 

BALTIMORE MD 21201 

:1.644 EST 

\ 
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May 3, 1985 

Dear Mr. Fernandez: 

President Reagan has asked that I respond to your telegram which 
was received on April 20, 1985. We appreciate your concern and 
your suggestions regarding his visit to Germany. However, since 
this involves international relations, I am forwarding your 
telegram to the National Security Council Office for their 
consideration. 

If my office can be of fu~ther assistance, please let me know. 

Mr. Frank Fernandez 

Sincerely, 

~-.J. {?. \I; 
Cathi Villalpando 
Special Assistant 

to the President 

Cuban American Political Association 
P.O. Box 2002 
Huntington Park, California 90255 
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PMS HONORABLE PRESIDENT RONALD W REAGAN 

THE WHITE HDUSE 

lJASH I NG TON DC 

WE SUGGEST THAT YOU COMPROMISE. TRADE THE 

GERMAN CEMETARY FOR THE SENATE AND HOUSE 

JEWISH VOTE NEEDED TO APPROVE OUR CONTINUED 

AID TO THE CONTRAS 

FRANK FERNANDEZ CHAIRMAN 

CUBAN AMERICAN POLITICAL ASSOCIATION 

PO BOX 2002 

HUNTINGTON PARK CA 90255 

212:1. EST 

2:!. 59 EST 

: t:; f, CD 21] 
. V { . I I I A 8 : t' 
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PMS PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN RPT DLY MGM~ DLR ASAP 

WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON DC 20500 

DEAR MR PRESIDENT, 

THE COALITION FOR RELIGIOUS FREEDOM OPPOSSES YOUR PLAN TO VISIT THE 

CEMETARY OF GERMAN SS TROOPS FROM WORLD WAR TWO. EVERY MAN STANDS 

ALONE BEFORE GOD AND CANNOT HIDE BEHIND THE SHIELD OF ORDERS FROM A 

TEMPOR~d ... POWER" 

GREGG DIXON, PRESIDENT 3177869722 THE COALITION FOR RELIGIOS 

FREEDOM 2635 SOUTHEAST ST INDIANAPOLIS IN 46225 

316 PENNSYLVANIA AVE SOUTHEAST 

WASHINGTON DC 20003 

:1.606 EST 

16~!0 EST 
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DEPARTMENT OF MARYLAND 

JEWISH WAR VETERANS of the UNITED STATES o f AMERICA, Inc. 

April 16 , 19 85 

President Ronald Fegan 
White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

STANLEY E ARONOFF 
Commander 

6350 Red Cedar Place - 414 
Baltimore, Maryland 21209 

Phone - 764-1414 

On behalf of the merrbers of the Department of Ma:ryland, Jewish War Veterans 
of the USA, and our comrades in ams who lie buried in Ge:r:rnan soil, I wish 
to protest your decision to visit a German rnilita:ry <eerreta:ry to pay ho:rcage 
to Gerrran soldiers. 

We applaud your efforts to strengthen our ties with the Gennany of today, 
but as veterans we cannot condone your denigration of the merrories of our 
fallen comrades by laying a wreath at the graves of their adversaries. 

We urge you, our Comrrander in Chief, to reconsider your armounced course 
of action. 

Very truly yours, 

Depart:rrent of Ma:ryland 
J ewis.~...,,•J4..L V 

"The Patriot ic Voic e of American Jewry" 
America's Oldest Active War Veterans Organization 
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April 16, 1985 

The President 

JOHN 0. MOENCH, Major General, USAF-Ret. 

905 Sweetwater Blvd. South 
Longwood, Florida 32779 

The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

I regret to see the flak you are taking over the idea and 
purpose of visiting a German military cemetery. 

We are long past the time for placing hatred of past events 
behind us. Unfortunately, there are those who find comfort in 
perpetuating hatred and even building on it. Somehow, I find 
myself excusing the highly organized, self righteous Jewish 
community with their deep indoctrination to perpetuate the 
idea of discrimination and hatred against them for in such 
perpetuation of a biased view of the outside world they achieve 
an internal strength. But I found it very difficult to accept 
that some of the broader veterans groups took issue with your 
intended visit. 

Recently, there have been several meetings of U.S. and 
Japanese military veterans to include those of the Death March. 
The sur~ ivors of the Death March and other well worked - over 
prisioners of the Japanese do not go around with a perpetual 
chip on their shoulders and neither should others. War is war 
and a lot of cruel and unusual things can happen in a war. 
BUT THE WAR IS OVER AND IT HAS BEEN OVER FOR A LONG TIME! 
Now let/s get it over with and get on on building the peace 
that is needed. 

I think that your visit to the German cemetery is a good 
idea and that thought has been confirmed by all with whom I 
have spoken. Unfortunately, these supporters of your initiative 
are not the vocal minority. 

PRESS ON! 

Sincerely, 

\\ I Q p,i~ 

~) 




