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Kane Concourse

Ppril 18, 1985

Honorable Ronald Reagan
President of the United States
The Whitehouse
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. President:

Although I am using the statiomery provided to me as an elected
municipal official in Florida, at the present moment this letter is
written to you by the undersigned as a private citizen.

However, I intend to ask my Town Council to adopt a resolution along
the lines of this letter.

Although I was just under the age, in 1941-45, whereby I could serve
in the Armed Services during the Second World War, many of my close
friends did serve, and most of my present friends were members of
those Armed Services.

I have also participated, for forty years, in ceremonies marking
Veterans Day, and among those whom we have mourned, as you have,
are those who fell before the Nazi onslaught in.Europe.

I recognize and appreciate your fondness and respect for Chancellor
Kohl. He is indeed a very fine man and his nation is our ally.
However, I seriously doubt that he would want you or anyone else,
for that matter, to honor the Waffen S.S.

It would constitute the deepest type of insult by an American President,
both to the memory of the American boys who fell before the Nazi hammer,
as well as to millions and millions of American citizens who were deeply
scarred by the particular actions of the S.S.

I could almost see you taking the action that you want to take if

the cemetery in question consisted entirely of regular Wehrmacht
troops. However, even in such instance, I would expect you, as my
President, to lay a wreath on the graves of the American dead as well,
(And what about the British and the French and the Poles?)

I recognize that you must rely on the advice of subordinates; but when
these underlings, coupled with misleading information from German authorities
as well, fail to inform you in advance of the "trap" they have inadvertently
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set for you, then it is high time that you disclaim these people, that you
characterize them in the terms which they deserve, and that you stand up
and take the responsibility, as you did for the tragedy in Lebanon, as
Commander-in—Chief. ,

TRN/1p

cc: Honorable Mayor, Manager and Council
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April 19, 1985

President Ronald Reagan
White House
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Mr. President:

By even considering visiting a place where SS officers
are buried, you have already opened old, deep wounds and
have diminished the historic significance of the Allied victory
over bestial, genocidal, totalitarianism in World War Il.

Also, as a veteran of the 4th Infantry Division that
fought in the Battle of the Bulge, | find it hard to believe
that you plan to honor Nazi officers who may have participated
in the massacre of U. S. prisoners.

Verv trulv. vours.

Chairman
Jewish Community Relations Committee
of the
Jewish Federation of Delaware

IL:]s
cc: Senator William V. Roth, Jr.

Senator Joseph R. Biden, Jr.
Representative Thomas R. Carper









THE MzZTROPOLITAN SYNAGOGUE OF NEW YORK
10 Park Avenue
New York, N.Y, 10016,

April 17th, 1985
Erev Yom Hashoa
Eve of Holocaust Memorial Day

President Ronald Reagan
The White House
Washington, D.C.

Gathered at a '"Night of Remembrance'" with Elie Wiesel 'the
Voice of the Holocaust', in the spirit of memory with honor, we
urge you not to visit a German cemetery that includes graves of
S.S5. found guilty of war crimes at Nuremberg, not only for the
extermination of Jews but for the killing of U.S. prisoners of
war. As Elie Wiesel has said '"the S.S. is a symbol of international
crime against the Jewish people and humanity.....the S.S. symbcolizes
the Holocaust'".

l"f

We urge you to visit memorials that honor the memory of the
victims of Nazism not its perpetrators.

NAME : ADDRESS
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April 15, 1985

Honorable Ronald Reagan
President of the United States
The White House

Washington, D.C.

Dear President Reagan:

As President of the United Jewish Council of Salt Lake
City, Utah, I urge you to reconsider your plan to visit a Nazi
cemetery while ignoring Allied war dead and Holocaust Memorial
sites. You represent all Americans and freedom-seeking
people. You must not ignore this symbolism and representation.

Sincerely yours,

David S. Dolowitz
President, United Jewish
Council

DSD:mjb
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Ffe31dent Ronald Reagan
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

On behalf of our entire organization, representing over one-~quarter million
American Jews, permit me to express our deeply held feelings regarding your .
proposed visit to Germany next month. . As Jews and as Americans,we cannot help but
feel disturbed, even betrayed by your continued insistence on visiting the military
cemetery at Bitburg.

Your decision, albeit belated, to seek a suitable venue to memorialize the
millions of Jews and others who perished at the hand of the bestial Nazi regime, is
appropriate. No commemmoration of the end of World War II could be complete without
a memorial to the innocent victims of slaughter. Unfortunately, the very sentiments
you seek to convey, as a man of conscience, as an American, and as a world leader,
are negated by your planned visit to Bitburg.

The map of Germany presents many sites suitable for a meaningful tribute to
those Germans who were themselves victims of Nazism. No one would question such a
tribute, nor could one deny its validity. But the choice of Bitburg, burial place
of members of the SS, perhaps even the very troops responsible for the brutal
massacre at Malmedy, conveys the message that the United States and its President
are ready to forgive the unforgivable and forget the unforgettable.

A memorial visit to Bitburg Cemetery would dishonor not only the memory of
our people who perished in the flames of the holocaust, but also the memories of all
. American soldiers who fought and died to eradicate the unspeakable horrors wrought
by the very people whose memory your visit would honor and legitimize. Forty years
may seem like a long time in the memory of an individual; in the sands of history
it is but a speck. And just as we are convinced that the memory of this era of
destruction will never be erased from our collective consciousness, so we believe
that all men and nations of good will never allow the world to forgive and forget.

We urge you, Mr. President, to reconsider your decision and remove Bitburg
from your itinerary. That in itself would be a truly appropriate tribute, on behalf
of all America, to the memories of the millions of victims of Nazism, and serve as a
clear signal to the entire world of America's committment never to forget the
horrors of the Holocaust, and never to permit them to be repeated.

s Wposi.

Matthew J. Maryles
Chairman,
Public Affairs Committee
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- Dear President Reagan:
Program Specialist
CAROL WIRTSCHAFTER
We are heartened that you have reversed your earlier
BOARD OF DIRECTORS decision not to visit a concentration camp site during

Arnold “Bill'" Aberman
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your forthcoming visit to Germany while marking the
40th Anniversary of V.E.Day. Recalling the horrors of
Nazism in no way dindicts all of those Germans living
today, especially the youth at the time of World War II
or those born after World War II, who now comprise the
majority of the German population.

By speaking out while in Germany, you bolster the

coverriding anti-Nazi sentiment that now exists there,

and pay homage to the victims of Nazism as well as the
brave anti-Nazis who did not support Hitler.

So long as we have vestiges of Nazism and other forms of
totalitarianism and persecution in the world today, it
is essential to remind mankind of the horrors of that
darkest period in human history.

Your projected visit to a German war veterans' cemetery
which contains graves of SS troopers, coupled with no
announced plans to visit a cemetery of American and allied
soldiers, still tarnishes the above decision. We hope you
will therefore also reconsider your visit to the military
cemetery.

Lawrence D. Gibson
President

LDG/hh

A CONSTITUENT AGENCY OF THE MINNEAPOLIS FEDERATION FOR JEWISH SERVICE, THE ST. PAUL UNITED JEWISH FUND AND

COUNCIL AND THE ANTI-DEFAMATION LEAGUE OF B’NAI B'RITH






(Classification)

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
EXECUTI VE SECRETARIAT
TRANSMITTAL FORM

§/5_8512932

Date May 13, 1985

For: Mr. Roberg C. McFarlane
NatZounal Security Council
The White House

Reference:

To: President Readan From: Dr. Ivan Docheff

Date: April 19, 1985 Subject: Supports decision t«

visit the Cemetery of the German Soldiers

WH Referral Dated: April 26, 1985 - NSC ID# 301619
(if any)

The attached item was sent directly to the
Department of State

Action Taken:

A draft reply is attached.
A draft reply will be forwarded.
A translation is attached,
X An information copy of a direct reply is attache

We believe no response 1s necessary for the rea:
cited below,

The Department of State has no objection to the
proposed travel.

Other.

Remarks:

—Zfsﬁ—ﬂicholas Platt

Executive Secretary

e

(Classification)



United States Department of State

Washington, D.C. 20520

Dr. Ivan Docheff

Honorary President

Bulgarian National Front, Inc.
Post Office Box 703
Manahawkin NJ 08050

Dear Dr. Docheff:

I have been asked to reply to your recent message to
President Reagan concerning his trip to Germany.

The President very much appreciates your expression of
support. Coming on the eve of the 40th anniversary of the end
of Wworld war II, his visit constitutes an important symbol of
the reconciliation between the United States and the FRG which
has allowed us to stand side by side in defense of freedom and
the peace which has been maintained in Europe since the war.

Sincerely,

Thomas M.T. Niles
Deputy Assistant Secretary
for European Affairs

1
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T HE WHTITE HOUSE OFFICE
REFERRAL

APRIL 26, 1985
TO: DEPARTMENT OF STATE

ACTION REQUESTED:
DIRECT REPLY, FURNISH INFO COPY

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING:

ID: 301619

MEDIA: LETTER, DATED APRIL 19, 1985
TO: PRESIDENT REAGAN

FROM: DR. IVAN DOCHEFF

HONORARY PRESIDENT

BULGARIAN NATIONAL FRONT, INC.
POST OFFICE BOX 703
MANAHAWKIN NJ 08050

SUBJECT: SUPPORTS DECISION TO VISIT THE CEMETERY OF
THE GERMAN SOLDIERS

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486.

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE
(OR DRAFT) TO:
AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE

SALLY KELLEY
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE



[ . » 7‘/ ,;(.»/ - Q’/\}?

v
b
- b
. E}¢
B A . .
v Bulgarian National Front, Inc. _ . ...
T H51293<
CENTRAL EXECUTIVE BOARD
Founded 1947
DR. IVAN DOCHEFF
Honorary President
INCORPORATED IN THE STATE OF NEW YORK + DR. GEORGE PAPRIKOFF MAILING ADDRESS:
o President DR. IVAN DOCHEFF
ON PROFIT RGANIZATION P.O' BOX 703
ILLINOIS 23307, NOVEMBER 16, 1962
TRADE MARK REGISTRATION “BORBA" Aprll 19 , 198 5 MANAHA\IVJKSIE, N.J. 08050
N.Y. 38R-11031, NOVEMBER 20, 1967 DA

Hon., Ronald Reagsan

President of the United States
The White House

Wgshington, D.C.

Dear President Reagan,

Your d901swon uo visit the Ceﬂetery of the German

soldiers,wnen you vlll be in Germany,ls absolu@%zwggzﬁggt
Visiting the soldiers cemetery does not mean that you approve
former Gorenment policy. This is a matter of diplomatic cour-
tesy.

Soldiers serve their Country regardless of whether
the policy of the Government is right or wrong.

Hany people in the United States are of the opinion
that the War in Vietnam was wrong.

Should we dishonor the soldiers of Vietram War 9
Certainly not. We honore them.

You, President Reagan, have our suvport.

Sincerely yours é&%zga/%/ B

Dr. Ivan Docheff
Honorary President BNR
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
EXECUTI 'E SECRETARIAT
TRANSMITTAL FORM

S/S 8510403

PR 17 W63
Date o
For: Mr. Roberg C. McFarlane
Natiunal Securiiy Council
The White House
Reference:
To: President Reagan From: Miss Helene Karpa
Date: March 28, 1985 Subject: Urges the President to

visit one of the Nazi Death Camps during trip to West Germany

WH Referral Dated: April 4, 1985 NSc 1p# 300624
(1f any)

The attached item was sent directly to the
Department of State

Action Taken:

A draft reply is attached.
A draft reply will be forwarded.
A translation is attached.
X An information copy of a direct reply 1s attached.

We believe no response 1is necessary for the reason
cited below,

The Department of State has no objection to the
proposed travel.

Cther.

Remarks:

LXecutive opecrecary

# (Classificatton)



United States Department of State

Washington, D.C. 20520

Helene Karpa

President

Jewish Community Council
of Greater Washington
1522 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20005

Dear Ms. Karpa:

I have been asked to reply to your letter of March 28 to
President Reagan concerning the President's upcoming visit to
the Federal Republic of Germany. The President is certainly
keenly aware of the symbolic dimension imposed on his trip by
the coincidence of the 40th anniversary of the end of World War
II. 1In our preparations for the commemoration of this
anniversary, he has stressed his personal determination to
ensure that the crimes of the Third Reich shall not be
forgotten and that conditions which made them possible shall
never return again.

As the President noted at his press conference on March 21,
the best way to achieve this goal is to look to the future.
Commemoration of the Holocaust should be not only a matter for
Germany, but for all mankind. The President has elected to
speak before the European Parliament in Strasbourg on May 8 in
order to underline to all of Europe the American commitment to
maintaining conditions which will make it impossible for
dictatorship and intolerance to find sustenance in any of the
democratic nations of Europe.

Similarly, the state visit to Germany will make clear that
while we do not forget the past, the United States views
defense of our common democratic alliance as essential to
preservation of human liberties in the Federal Republic. 1In so
doing, the President will not ignore any of the atrocities
committed by the Third Reich. He will not pass up the need to
remind Germany =-- and the world -- that human beings everywhere
must view the Holocaust as a brutal lesson of the depths to
which mankind can descend.

This by no means implies the the President or his German
hosts seek to ignore those who lost their lives or the hideous
excesses of the totalitarian Nazi regime, of which Dachau is a
nightmarish example. The holocaust remains part of the
consciousness of all responsible persons in Germany and it is a
subject the President has discussed with Chancellor Helmut Kohl
on numerous occasions. It is a butden which the Federal
Republic recognizes it will continue to bear even as it looks
to its future.
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But the end of World War II has other associations for the
German people in addition ‘to the historical obligations it
imposes. 1t was a time of defeat, humiliation, despair, and
loss of hope. 1Its commemoration in Germany must necessarily be
a somber and reflective occasion which focuses on each
individual and his conscience. The United States is proud of
its role in helping to create conditions in the Federal
Republic which make unthinkable a return to the excesses of the
Third Reich. The President believes that we should take
satisfaction in this historic accomplishment and should entrust
to our German allies the responsibility for observing this
historic date as they see best.

With best wishes.

Sincerely,

Thomas M.T. Niles

Deputy Assistant Secretary
for European Affairs



T H E WHTIDTE HOUSE OFFICE
REFERRAL

APRIL 4, 1985

170: DEPARTMENT OF STATE

ACTION REQUESTED:
DRAF1T REPLY FOR SIGNATURE OF WHITE HOUSE STAFF MEMBER

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING:

ID: 300624
MEDIA: LET1TER, DATED MARCH 28, 1985
10 PRESIDENT REAGAN
FROM: MISS HELENE KARPA
PRESIDENT

JEWISH COMMUNITY COUNCIL OF
GREATER WASHINGTON

1522 K STREET, NW
WASHINGTON DC 20005

SUBJECT: URGES THE PRESIDENT T0 VISIT ONE OF THE
NAZI DEATH CAMPS DURING TRIP T0 WEST GERMANY

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN

TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE 7THE
UNDERSIGNED A1l 456-7486.

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEE1 AND COPY OF RESPONSE
(OR DRAFT) 7TO:
AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE

SALLY KELLEY
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE



























City of Hidden Hills

24549 Long Valley Road ® Hidden Hills, California 91302
(818) 888-9281

April 19, 1985

President Ronald Reagan
1600 Pennsylvania Ave.
Washington D.C. 20500

Dear President Reagan;

;ﬁ am outraged every time I hear about your persistance
“in visiting the German military cemetary.

Why can't you just admit that your advance men made an
error and go somewhere else? Why compound your error
by using "poor teenage" soldiers as equal victims of
Nazism as a rationale for your mistake?

There is no reason why an American President should pay
~homage to soldiers who killed Americans in World War II,
especially at American taxpayers' expense. I'm sure

the German government could find a site that would be
suitable for cementing U.S./German relations, that would
be mutually acceptable and might even have some social
merit.

A great virtue in an elected official is to admit his
or her error and take corrective action; not compound
it with further excuses and justifications.

Sincerely,

Alana S. Knaster
Mayor, City of Hidden Hills

/Ciw
























heartfelt commitment to remember and honor the victims of
the Holocaust and the American soldiers who gave their lives
to defeat the Nazi regime and its crimes.

Sincerely,

va. ,{’%n@

Robert M. Smalley
Acting Assistant Secretary
for Public¢ Affairs




T HE WHTITE HOUSE OFFTICE

REFERRAL

MAY 9, 1985

TO: DEPARTMENT OF STATE

ACTION REQUESTED:

DIRECT REPLY, FURNISH INFO COPY

8514376

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING:
ID: 301657
MEDIA: TELEGRAM, DATED APRIL 19, 1985
TO: PRESIDENT REAGAN
FROM: MR. ALOYSIUS A. MAZEWSKI
PRESIDENT
POLISH NATIONAL ALLIANCE OF THE
U. S.
6100 NORTH CICERO AVENUE
CHICAGO IL 60646
SUBJECT: URGES RECONSIDERATION OF DECISION TO VISIT
A GERMAN MILITARY CEMETERY
PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN

TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT,

UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486.

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE
(OR DRAFT) TO:
AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE

SALLY KELLEY

PLEASE TELEPHONE THE

DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE








