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Women's League forConservat ive Judaism 
48 East 74th Street 
New York, N.Y. 10021 
(212) 628-1600 

President 
Selma Weintraub 

Hartsdale, N. Y. 

Vice Presidents: 
Lorraine Astren 

Minneapolis, Minn. 
Zelda Dick 

Arlington, Va. 
Fannie Fine 

Brooklyn, N.Y. 
Paula Garland 

Richland, Wa. 
Margo Grosbein 

Downsview, Ont., Canada 
Phyllis Haas 

Philadelphia, Pa. 
Lela Jacoby 

Encino, Ca. 
Ethel Klein 

Colonia, N.J. 
Blanche Meisel 

Springfield, N.J. 
Helene Schachter 

Great Neck, N.Y. 
Evelyn Seelig 

Jericho, N.Y. 
Jessica Waxman 

Fairfield, Conn. 

Recording Secretary 
Roslyn Schreiber 

Baldwin, N.Y. 

Financial Secretary 
Ruth Rosenfeld 

White Plains, N.Y. 

Treasurer 
Rhoda Freedman 

Cinnaminson, N.J . 

Past Presidents 
Goldie Kweller 
Ruth Perry 
Selma Rapaport 
Evelyn Henkind 
Helen Kirshblum 
Syd R. Goldstein 
Marion Gordon 

Founder 
Mathilde Schechter 

An organization of Sisterhoods 
dedicated to the perpetuation 

of traditional Judaism 

Associated with The 
Jewish Theological Seminary 

of America 

President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

April 17, 1985 
26 Nisan 5745 

The highest priority for the American Jewish community 
and, indeed, for the civilized world, must be to remember 
the Holocaust. 

I must express the great relief of our more than 200,000 
members over your decision to alter your original plans 
and, in fact, visit a concentration camp . To quote your 
own recent words, "We cannot let the bleeding wound be 
forgotten." This visit by the President of the United 
States is a highly signifi cant symbol of the moral obli­
gation that all humanity has to remember. 

Respectfully yours, 

_/k-,;,:/4-~_,, 
Selma Weintraub 
National President 
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THEODORE R~ N E LSON 

COUNCILMAN 

FLO RIDA 

Honorable Ronald Reagan 
President of the United States 
The Whitehouse 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

~ 1135 Kane Concourse 

BAY HARBOR ISLANDS, FLOR IDA 33154 

TELEPHONE;~ 865-5716 

April 18, 1985 

Although I am using the statirne;:r:y provided to me as an elected 
municipal official in Florida, at the present moment this letter is 
written to you by the undersigned as a private citizen. 

However, I intend to ask my Town Council to adopt a resolution along 
the lines of this letter. 

Although I was just under the age, in 1941-45, whereby I could serve 
in the Armed Services during the Second World War, many of my close 
friends did serve, and most of my present friends were members of 
those Arrred Services. 

I have also participated, for forty years, in ceremonies marking 
Veterans Day, and arrong those whom we have mourned, as you have, 
are those who fell before the Nazi onslaught in Europe. 

I recognize and appreciate your fondness and respect for Chancellor 
Kohl. He is indeed a very fine man and his nation is our ally. 
However, I seriously doubt that he would want you or anyone else, 
for that matter, to honor the Waffen S.S. 

It would constitute the deepest type of insult by an Arrerican President, 
both to the memory of the Arrerican boys who fell before the Nazi hammer, 
as well as to millions and millions of Arrerican citizens who were deeply 
scarred by the particular actions of the S.S. 

I could aJmost see you taking the action that you want to take if 
the cerretery in question consisted entirely of regular Wehrmacht 
troops. H<Mever, even in such instance, I would expect you, as my 
President, to lay a wreath on the graves 9f the American dead as well. 
(And what about the British and the French and the Poles?) 

I recognize that you must rely on the advice of subordinates; but when 
these underlings, coupled with misleading information from German authorities 
as well, fail to inform you in advance of the "trap" thc-yhave inadvertently 



Honorable Ronald Reagan 
President of the United States 
April 18, 1985 
Page Two 

set for you, then it is high time that you disclabn these people, that you 
characterize them in the terms which they deserve, and that you stand up 
and take the responsibility, as you did for the tragedy in Lebanon, as 
Commander-in-Chief. 

TRN/lp 

cc: Honorable Mayor, Manager and Council 
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OFFICERS: 

LEO ZEFTEL 
President \ itj 

''t ' ';I ; .. '· !>,' J ALFRED J. GREEN , ') ' ' 
HAROLD E. MAY \ 1,' 
FRANCIA lSAKOFF \ \-' 

Vice Presidents e · , '\ 

PAT SPIEGEL \ : \ 
Secretary . !;, 

GLORIA FINE 
Assistant Secretary 

DAVID J . SINGER 
Treasurer 

MANUEL PANAR 
Assistant Treasurer 

LIFE MEMBERS: 

DAVID BRAUNSTEIN 
BENNETT N. EPSTEIN 
PAUL R. FINE 
NISSON A. FINKELSTEIN 
HOWARD M. HANDELMAN 
DANIEL L. HERRMANN 
RICHARD L . KANE 
SIDNEY LAUB 
IRVING MORRIS 
EDWARD W . ScHALL 
IRVING S. SHAPIRO 
BERNARD L . SIEGEL 
SOL ZALLEA 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS: 

]UDY ARENSON 
PAUL BECHER 
CARL COBIN 
GENE DANNEMAN 
STEVEN A. DOMBCHIK 
STEVEN L. EDELL 
IRWIN ENGELSON 
MICHAEL D. GOLDMAN 
HELAINE GORDON 
JACK B. JACOBS 
RICHARD KARFUNKLE 
NANCY KAUFFMAN 
CONSTANCE S. KRESHTOOL 
MARJORY STONE LEVINE 
IRVING LEVITT 
JUDY LEVY 
MARTIN G. MAND 
MARGARET H. MAY 
]UDY MELLEN 
DORIS MORRIS 
MARVIN S. SHEPARD 
SANFORD SOLOMON 
DENNIS SPIVACK 
KAREN VENEZKY 
]OAN WACHSTEIN 
SHELDON A. WEINSTEIN 
STUART B. YOUNG 

AGENCY REPRESENTATIVES: 

NAN LIPSTEIN 
Jewish Community Center 

GILBERT SLOAN 
Jewish Family Service 

NORMAN J. SHUMAN 
Milton & Hattie Kut• Home 

SYNAGOGUE REPRESENTATIVES: 
HAR.VEY BERNARD RUBENSTEIN 

Adas Kodesch Shel Emeth 

LAWRENCE H . KLEPNER 
Beth Sholom Congregation 

HENRY H . SCHENKER 
Congregation Beth Emeth 

RONALD S . RIEDMAN 
Congregation Beth Shalom 

MICHAEL SAMUELS 
Temple Beth El 

RABBI IR.A SCHIFFER 
Rabbinical Association 

ROBERT KERBEL 
A ssistan·t Executive Director 

EVELYN LOBEL 
Staff Associate 

Jewish Federation of Delaware 
101 GARDEN OF EDEN ROAD, WILMINGTON, DE 19803 

Telephone '478-6200 

April 79, 7985 

President Ronald Reagan 
White House 
Washington, D. C. 205 70 

Dear Mr. President: 

By even considering visiting a place where SS officers 
are buried, you have already opened old, deep wounds and 
have diminished the historic significance of the A /lied victory 
over bestial, genocidal, totalitarianism in World War II. 

A /so, as a veteran of the 4th Infantry Division that 
fought in the Battle of the Bulge, I find it hard to believe 
that you plan to honor Nazi officers who may have participated 
in the massacre of U. S. prisoners. 

IL:js 

Very truly yours, 

J~ Y.uvdt 
Irving Levitt 

Chairman 
Jewish Community Relations Committee 

of the 
Jewish Federation of Delaware 

cc: Senator William V. Roth, Jr. 
Senator Joseph R . Biden, Jr. 
Representative Thomas R . Carper 

JFD 
50th 

:Anniversary · 
Year 

1934-1984 

MORRIS LAPIDOS 
Executive 
Vice President 
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metropolitan synagogue of new york 
JO Park Avenue, New York, 679-8580 

*Dr. Judah Cahn, Founding Rahhi \ Dr. Joel S . Goor, Rabbi 

*Morton Baum 
Founder 

Jacob Frank 
Sidney R. Winters 
Honorary Treasurers 

Officers , 
I 

Arnold R. Deutsch, 
President 

Stanley J. Arkin 
/st Vice-President 

Mickey Low 
2nd Vice President 

Edwin Shapiro 
Secretary 

Esther Singer Lobar 
Treasurer 

Board of Trustees 

Stanley J . Arkin 
Seymour Baum 
Stanley Blacker 
Thomas A. Blumberg 
Barnie Brody 
Harold N. Cohn 
Arnold R. Deutsch 
Joel S. Ehrenkranz 
Gerson Gordon 
Nelson Hanover 
Nathan M . Haynes 
Robert Klein 
Irving Littman 
Esther Singer Lobar 
Mickey Low 
Dr. David Mininberg 
Dr. Samuel Ravinett 
Joe l W. Schenker 
Sydney J. Schwartz 
Edwin Shapiro 
Jonathan Smith 
Monroe Stein 
Robert Stock 
Irwin Taylor 
Mark Tracten 
Harvey Weinstein 
Joyce West 
Sidney R. Winters 

Honorary Trustees 

Arthur Goldstein 
Jacob M. Kaplan 

*Deceased 

The Honorable Ronald Reagan, 
The White House , 
Washington, D.C. 20500. 

Dear Mr . President: 

April 17th, 1985 

Tonight we will as k the members of our 
congregation, who will be attending the Eve 
o f the Holocaust Memorial Day " Ni ght o f Remem­
brance" with Elie Wiesel to sign the enclosed 
pe tition. 

We will send the signed pet i tions as soon 
as possibl e . We anticipat e that a ll in a tt e nda nce 
will agr e e with the stat ement. 

J SG/f s 

encl. 

Si n c e rely , 

µs_~ 
Dr. Joel S . Goor, 
Rabbi . 

House of Worship: 40 East 35th Street be{ween Park and Madison Avenues 



TnE ML TROPO LITAN SYNAGOGUE OF NEW YORK 
10 Park Avenue 

New York, N.Y, · 10016. 

April 17th, 1985 
Erev Yorn Hashoa 
Eve of Holocaust Memorial Day 

President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Gathered at a "Night of Remembrancen with Elie Wiesel "the 
Voice of the Holocaust", in the spirit of memory with honor, we 
urge you not to ~isit a German cemetery that includes graves of 
S.S. found guiltj of war crimes at Nuremberg, not only for the 
extermination of Jews but for the killing of U.S. prisoners of 
war. As Elie Wiesel has said "the S.S. is a symbol of international 
cr im e against the Jewish peop l e and humanity ..... the S . S . symbo lizes 
the Holocaust". 

We urge you to visit memorials that honor the memory of the 
victims of Nazism not its perpetrators. 

NAME ADDRESS 
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GREATER WASH!t-!GTON COUNCIL 

8402 Freyman Drive • C hevy Chase, Md. 20815 • 565- 3130 

April 19, 1985 

President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

Word has just been received that you have altered your 
itinerary in Germany to accommodate a visit to Bergen­
Belsen. We welcome this news with great appreciation . 
But, at the same time, we continue to be horrified at 
the prospect of the President of the United States honor­
ing the German dead buried at Bitburg. 

we urge you most respectfully but in the strongest 
possible way to omit the Bitberg visit. 

Very truly yours, 

'IJ~~,I ~ 
Helens . Lewis, President 
Greater Washington Council 
Pioneer Women Na'amat 

Pioneer Women/,-.a'amat In cooperation with Na'amat, Working women and Volunteers In Israel, provides more than hall of the soclal services in nearly 1,000 
Installations in larNt where 50,000 women, youth and children are educated yearly for constructive citizenship. In America, Pioneer Women/Na'amat promotes Jewish 
Education and participates actively in American civic Ille. 

Authorized Agency ol 'Ybuth Aliyah. 
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United Jewish Council 
AND SALT LAKE J _E-0TISH W'"ELFARE FUND 

Phone 581-0098 • 2416 East 1700 South • Salt Lake City, Utah 84108 

April 15, 1985 

Honorable Ronald Reagan 
President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear President Reagan: 

As President of the United Jewish council of Salt Lake 
City, Utah, I urge you to reconsider your plan to visit a Nazi 
cemetery while ignoring Allied war dead and Holocaust Memorial 
sites. You represent all Americans and freedom-seeking 
people. You must not ignore this symbolism and representation. 

DSD:mjb 

Sincerely yours, 

~-b~ ✓g / ' --, ---
David S. Dolowitz ~ 
President, United Jewish d­

Council 

Member Council of Jewish F~derat:<;>.n s and Welfare Funds 
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President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear President Reagan: 

April 15, 1985 

On behalf of the Community Relations Committee of the 

30/t.,OO 

Jewish Federation of Greater Houston, I wish to express my 
dismay and sadness over your unwillingness to visit the 
infamous Nazi concentration camp at Dachau during your 
forthcoming visit to Europe in May. I believe ·that you·. are 
overlooking an excellent opportunity to again register your 
concern that the lessons of the Holocaust are not forgotten. 
As you so eloquently stated in April, 1983: "Our most sacred 
task now is insuring that the memory of this greatest of human 
tragedies, the Holocaust, never fades -- that its lessons are 
not forgotten," 

I hope you will reconsider your decision not to visit Dachau. 
Your presence will not only serve as a remembrance to those who 
so tragically suffered and died, but will also re-emphasize 
your commitment to prevent future genocides by working to assure 
equal justice for all people regardless of their race, ethnicity, 
or religion. 

Respectfully yours, 

GB/dm 

The Jewish Federation of Greater Houston 
5603 South Braeswood • Houston, Texas 77096-3999 • 713-729-7000 
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FRED DIAMENT. 
11,429 dona Lola Drive 
Studio City, CA 91607 

To: 
The President of The United States 
MR. RONALD REAGAN 
The T\Thi te House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

April 18th, 1985. 

It is with a sense of great anguish and disappointment 
that I write this letter to you today. 

This is in reaction to your decision not to visit the 
Concentration Camp Dachau, during your planned visit 
to Germany next month. The official reason given by 
the White House for this incomprehensible omission, 
is: "Not to arouse guilt feelings" among the new gener­
ation of Germans who were born after Hitler's defeat 
in 1945. 

The idea of visiting the Cementery at Bitburg, where 
members of the infamous S.S. Murder Formations are 
buried, is so obscene, offensive and painful, that I 
wouldn't even discuss it. 

Mr. President, all of my friends, mostly Survivors of 
the Nazi-Holocaust, we want and we must believe your 
decision is the result of some really bad advice given 
to you by those who planned your trip to Germany. It 
is absolutely incomprehensible to us, that this decision 
was made by the same President Ronald Reagan, who spoke 
to us, 20,000 Survivors of the Holocaust exactly 2 years 
ago in Washington, D.C. When you talked to us at that 
historic gathering, you touched our hearts and our souls, 
yes, you became an instant hero of all the Survivors of 
the Holocaust in the United States and througout the 
world. 

The Nazis believed in th e "Reich (Empire) of a Thousand 
Years", yet a thousand years will pass, and the guilt 
of the German people in whose name the most monstrous 
and unspeakable crimes against humanity were committed, 



will not be eradicated from the memory of history. We 
must remember, and will never forget that the Nazis 
annihilated, systematically, and in traditional German 
efficiency, 6 Million Jewish people, among them l½ Million 
children and 5 Million other people during the Holocaust. 

The guilt feelings of the German People, if indeed they 
are there, what are they compared to the un-imaginable 
pain and degradation suffered by the victims, who were 
brutally murdered, what are they compared to the pain 
and the nightmares of the few hundred thousands Survivors, 
who suffer as long as they live. Yes, even the children 
and the grandchildren of the Survivors suffer from it. 

Can there ever be a redemption of the German People, un­
less they acknowledge the horrendous crimes against hu­
manity committed by the Nazis in their name? We should 
not forget, there are still close to 25 Million Germans 
alive, who knows how many of them did actively collabo­
rated with the Nazis? Shouldn't the German People, 
who were borne after Germany's defeat, learn about the 
Holocaust, be aware of these crimes, and above all, learn 
the important lessons of the Holocaust, so that they may 
become more sensitive, and better human beings? Should­
n't the new generation of Germans be in the forefront of 
all those who stand up and speak-out for human-rights a­
gainst persecution and oppression. 

Mr. President, while living in the death-camps literally 
fighting every single day for survival, we were haunted 
by the thought, we were more afraid of it than dying 
ourselves, the terrible thought that all of us will get 
killed, and none will survive to tell the story of our 
pain and our sufferings, and the millions will have died 
in vain. 

Therefore we must tell the story over and over again, we 
must bear wittness, and above all we must remember, by 
doing so we fullfill the most ardent wish of the 6 Mil­
lion Martyrs, our parents, our brothers and sister who 
did not survive. 

But not for their sake alone must we remember, for the 
sake of our grandchildren, yes Mr. President for the sake 
of your grandchildren and their children's children, we 
must talk about it, we must teach it on every level every­
where, so that never again any people, at any time will 
suffer such inhumanity. 



Mr. President, may I humbly suggest, that you instruct 
those, who advised you not to visit Dachau, and not to 
pay tribute to the victims of Nazism on this historic 
anniversary, to read the 'book "The Abandonment of the 
Jews" by Davids. Wyman. This monumental work by a non­
Jewish historian, based on 15 years of research, must 
convince every decent human being, that one of the major 
factors which caused the Holocaust to occur in the first 
place, was the incomprehensible insensitivity of the 
leading statesmen of the Western World~ It was this 
blatant insensitivity to the suffering of others, which 
later developed into total indifference, which gave the 
Nazis the signal to go ahead and commit the most mon­
strous crime against humanity in all recorded history. 

Therefore Mr. President, on this historic anniversary of 
the defeat of Nazi-Germany, and the liberation of Hitler's 
Death Camps, I humbly urge you to ignore the advice of 
insensitive advisors and indeed do visit the historic Site 
of the Dachau Concentration Camp. 

Please do demonstrate to the American People, to the Sur­
vivors, and to the people of the Free World that you are 
indeed a decent and sensitive human being, a great leader 
of the Free Democratic Nations, who remembers the impor­
tant lessons of history as so brilliantly formulated by 
the great Ai~erican Philosopher Santayana. 

Respectfully, 

FRED DIAMENT. 

P.S. The writer of this letter is a native of Germany who 
was incarcerated in numerous Concentration Camps 
from the age of 15 to 21 for almost 6 years. Out of 
this, he was 2½ years in Auschwitz. 
The writer is the President of the 1939 Club, the 
largest Survivor organization on the West-Coast, and 
a National Vice President of the American Gathering 
of Jewish Holocaust Survivors. 
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IN THE NAME OF THE AMERICAN SERVICEMEN WHO WERE KILL.ED DURING WORLD 

WAR II FIGHTING THE NAZI ENEMY IN ORDER TO DEFEND AND PRESERVE 

AMERICAN DEMOCRACY AND FREEDOM WE VEHEMENTLY PROTEST YOUR UPCOMING 

VIf:;JT TO t-, GEi:~MAN HIL:tTARY Cf.:-MtTAl~Y LJHEF:E THClf:;E Sr~ME N,~ZI ENEMfES P,f,'.E 

BUF~IED,_ ----
BY DOING SO YOU ARE PAYING HOMAGE AND GlVING HONOR TO THE NAZI 

MURDERERS OF OUR AMERICAN SE RVICEMEN; THUS, THE NAZIS WILL HAVE WON 

THE VICTORY WHILE OUR BOYS WILL HAVE DIED IN VAIN. 

BY NOT VISITING THIS CEMETARY YOU CL.AIM YOU WILL BE INSULTING THE 

GERMANS, BUT BY VISITING IT YOU WILL BE INSULTING THE MEMORY OF THE 

l 
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fl Aful/,/ 
/Yl .J/"ifl,esident Ronald Reagan 

The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

April 18, 1985 

On behalf of our entire organization, representing over one- quarter million 
American Jews, permit m_e _t .o _ex.press our dee-l')ly held feelings regarding yo,.ur_ 
proposed visit to Germany next month As Jews and as Americans,we cannot help but 
feel----a:isturlSed";--e·ven betrayed, by. ·your continued insistence on visiting the military 
cemetery at Bitburg. 

Your decision, albeit belated, to seek a suitable venue to memorialize the 
millions of Jews and others who perished at the hand of the bestial Nazi regime, is 
appropriate. No commemmoration of the end of World War II could be complete without 
a memorial to the innocent victims of slaughter. Unfortunately, the very sentiments 
you seek to convey, as a man of conscience, as an American, and as a world leader, 
are negated by your planned visit to Bitburg. 

The map of Germany presents many sites suitable for a meaningful tribute to 
those Germans who were themselves victims of Nazism. No one would question such a 
tribute, nor could one deny its validity. But the choice of Bitburg, burial place 
of members of the SS, perhaps even the very troops responsible for the brutal 
massacre at Malmedy, conveys the message that the United States and its President 
are ready to forgive the unforgivable and forget the unforgettable. 

A memorial visit to Bitburg Cemetery would dishonor not only the memory of 
our people who perished in the flames of the holocaust, but also the memories of all 
American soldiers who fought and died to eradicate the unspeakable horrors wrought 
by the very people whose memory your visit would honor and legitimize. Forty years 
may seem like a long time in the memory of an individual; in the sands of history 
it is but a speck. And just as we are convinced that the memory of this era of 
destruction will never be erased from our collective consciousness, so we believe 
that all men and nations of good will never allow the world to forgive and forget. 

We urge you, Mr. President, to reconsider your decision and remove Bitburg 
from your itinerary. That in itself would be a truly appropriate tribute, on behalf 
of all America, to the memories of the millions of victims of Nazism, and serve as a 
clear signal to the entire world of America's committment never to forget the 
horrors of the Holocaust, and never to permit them to be repeated. 

~~ 
Matthew J. Maryles 

Respectfully, 

~/~~ 
Chairman, President 
Public Affairs Committee 

i1":J 

Washington D.C.: 1120 Connecticut Ave. N. W. 20036 (202) 857-4488 • Israel: 28 Shmuel Hanagid POB 7722, Jerusalem (02) 255-152 
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April 18, 1985 

President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

D~ar Presid e nt Reagan: 

FIFTEEN SOUTH NINTH STREET BUILDING 
MINNEAPOLIS. MINNESOTA 55402 

TELEPHONE (6 12) 338-7 8 16 

We are heartened that you have reversed y our earlier 
decision not to visit a concentration camp site durin g 
y our forthcomin g visit to Germany while marking the 
40th Anniversary of V.E.Da y . Recalling the horrors of 
Nazism in no way ind i cts all o f those Germans living 
toda y , especially the y outh at the time of World War II 
or those born after World War II, who now comprise the 
majority of the German population . 

By speaking out while in German y , y ou bolster the 
,overriding anti-Nazi sent i ment that now exists there, 

::and pa y homa g e to the victims of Nazism as well as the 

I 

brave a nti-Nazis who did no t support Hitler. 

So lon g as we have v e sti g es of Nazism and other forms of 
totalitarianism and persecution in the world today, it 
is essential to remind mankind of the horrors of that 
darkest period in human history . 

~ our projected visit to a German war veterans' cemetery 
~ hich contains graves of SS troopers, coupled with no 
1announced plans to visit a cemetery of American and allied 
soldiers, still tarnishes the above deci s ion. We hope y ou 
will therefore also reconsider y our visit to the military 
cemetery . 

Lawrence D. Gibson 
Pre s ident 

LDG/hh 

A CONSTITUENT AGENCY OF THE MINNEAPOLIS FEDERATION FOR JEWISH SERVICE, THE ST. PAUL UNITED JEWISH FUND AND 
COUNCIL AND THE ANTI-DEFAMATION LEAGUE OF B'NAI B'RITH 
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Nat~~nal Security Council 
The White House 

S / S 8512932 

Date May 13~ 1985 

Reference: 

To: President Reagan 

D at e : Apr i 1 19 , 19. 8 5 

From: Dr. Ivan Docheff 

Subject: Supports decision to 

visit the Cemetery of the German Soldiers 

WH Referral Dated: April 26, 1985 NSC IDIJ 301619 
(if any) 

The attached item was sent directly to the 
Department of State 

Action Taken: 

X 

Remarks: 

A draft reply is attached. 

A draft reply will be forwarded. 

A translation is attached . 

An information copy of a direct reply is attached. 

We believe no response is necessary for the reason 
cited below. 

The Department of State has no objection to the 
proposed travel. 

Other. 

. ~~ 
~ icholas Platt 

·ssic: .. - Exe_cuti;~~-'- Secretary . f L . . •· . 

( C 1 ass if i c a:t ion) 



Dr. Ivan Docheff 
Honorary President 
Bulgarian National Front, Inc. 
Post Office Box 703 
Manahawkin NJ 08050 

Dear Dr. Docheff: 

United States Department of State 

Washington, D. C. 20520 

I have been asked to reply to your recent message to 
President Reagan concerning his trip to Germany. 

The President very much appreciates your expression of 
support. Coming on the eve of the 40th anniversary of the end 
of World War II, his visit constitutes an important symbol of 
the reconciliation between the United States and the FRG which 
has allowed us to stand side by side in defense of freedom and 
the peace which has been maintained in Europe since the war. 

Sincerely, 

Thomas M.T. Niles 
Deputy Assistant Secretary 

for European Affairs 
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NON PROFIT ORGANIZATION 
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Hon. Ronald Reagan 

President 

April 19,1985 

President of the United St ates 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Pres ide nt Reagan , 

MAILING ADDRESS: 

DR. IVAN DOCHEFF 
P.O. BOX 703 

MANAHAWKIN, N .J. 08050 
U.S.A. 

Your de cision to visit t he Cemetery of the German 

soldiers..,.when you will be in Germany, is - absolutl y - ;~-;~t . 
J QllioJl,!W 

Visiting the soldiers cemetery does not mean that you approve 

former Goren~ent policy. This is a ma tter of dip~_omatic cour­

tesy. 

Soldiers serve their Country regardless of whe ther 

the policy of the Government is right or wrong. 

Many people in the United States are of the opinion 

that the War i n Vietnam was wrong. 

Shoul d we dishon or the soldiers of Vietnam Wa r? 

Certainly not. We honore them. 

You, President Reagan, have our su~port. 

07:1:::,u~ 
/Dr. Ivan Docheff ~ - --.. 

Honorary President BNF 
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Helene Karpa 
President 
Jewish Community Council 
of Greater Washington 
1522 K Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20005 

Dear Ms. Karpa: 

United States Department of State 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

I have been asked to reply to your letter of March 28 to 
President Reagan concerning the President's upcoming visit to 
the Federal Republic of Germany. The President is certainly 
keenly aware of the symbolic dimension imposed on his trip by 
the coincidence of the 40th anniversary of the end of World War 
II. In our preparations for the commemoration of this 
anniversary, he has stressed his personal determination to 
ensure that the crimes of the Third Reich shall not be 
forgotten and that conditions which made them possible shall 
never return again. 

As the President noted at his press conference on March 21, 
the best way to achieve this goal is to look to the future. 
Commemoration of the Holocaust should be not only a matter for 
Germany, but for all mankind. The President has elected to 
speak before the European Parliament in Strasbourg on May 8 in 
order to underline to all of Europe the American commitment to 
maintaining conditions which will make it impossible for 
dictatorship and intolerance to find sustenance in any of the 
democratic nations of Europe. 

Similarly, the state visit to Germany will make clear that 
while we do not forget the past, the United States views 
defense of our common democratic alliance as essential to 
preservation of human liberties in the Federal Republic. In so 
doing, the President will not ignore any of the atrocities 
committed by the Third Reich. He will not pass up the need to 
remind Germany -- and the world -- that human beings everywhere 
must view the Holocaust as a brutal lesson of the depths to 
which mankind can descend. 

This by no means implies the the President or his German 
hosts seek to ignore those who lost their lives or the hideous 
excesses of the totalitarian Nazi regime, of which Dachau is a 
nightmarish example. The holocaust remains part of the 
consciousness of all responsible persons in Germany and it is a 
subject the President has discussed with Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
on numerous occasions. It is a burden which the Federal 
Republic recognizes it will continue to bear even as it looks 
to· its future. 
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But the end of World War II has other associations for the 
German people in addition ·to the historical obligations it 
imposes. It was a time of defeat, humiliation, despair, and 
loss of hope. Its commemoration in Germany must necessarily be 
a somber and reflective occasion which focuses on each 
individual and his conscience. The United States is proud of 
its role in helping to create conditions in the Federal 
Republic which make unthinkable a return to the excesses of the 
Third Reich. The President believes that we should take 
satisfaction in this historic accomplishment and should entrust 
to our German allies the responsibility for observing this 
historic date as they see best. 

With best wishes. 

Sincerely, 

Thomas M.T. Niles 
Deputy Assistant Secretary 

for European Affairs 
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Ill JEWISH COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
1522 K STREET, N.W. , WASHINGTON, D. C. 20005 • (202) 347-4628 

OF GREATER WASHINGTON 

March 28, 1985 

President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

Ours is a community which suffered Hitler's 
inhuman program of genocide. There are many in our 
community who survived the bestiality of death 
camps, others who are their children, all of us who 
have internalized that experience. 

For us the issue is not one of "reawakening 
memories and passions," as you suggested at your 
recent press conference. Rather, it is an issue of 
learning from our past. Future generations must 
understand that the legacy of the Holocaust is the 
imperative of eternal vigilance to ensure that such 
tragedies cannot and will not occur again. 

Our community welcomes your trip to West 
Germany, and embraces your celebration of the 
beginning of peace. But we urge you to also visit 

/l

one of the Nazi death camps, and thereby demonstrate 
the commitment of our great democracy to profit from 
the lessons of the past. 

HK/jj 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Helene Karpa 
President 

The central, representative body of 220 affiliated Jewish organizations in the District of Columbia, Maryland and Virginia, 
devoted to community relations, information and action. 

MEMBER AGENCY OF THE NATIONAL JEWISH COMMUNITY RELATIONS ADVISORY COUNCIL 

BENEFICIARY OF THE UNITED JEWISH APPEAL FEDERATION OF GREATER WASHINGTON 
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CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS 

JEWISH COMMUNITY COUNCIL OF GREATER WASHINGTON 

Achduth 
l\cJas Israel Congregalion 
Adns Israel Congregation Men's Club 
Adas Israel Congregat ion Sisterhood 
Agudas Ach1m Congregation, Va. 
Alpha Omega Fraternity 
America-Israel Cultural Foundation 
American Jewish Committee 
American Jewish Congress 
Americari Red Magen David For Israel -­

Capital Region 
Amenc<in Techn,c:i Society 
American Technion Society - Womens 

Div1s1or. 
Americ,ms For A Safe Israel 
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B'na, B'nth Lodges 
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• Chesapeake LocJge #2553 
• Free State Lodge #2379 
• Independence Lodge #1776 
• John F. Kennedy Lodge #2484 
• Metropolitan Lodge #2881 
• Montgomery Lodge # 1499 
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• Maurice D. Rosenberg Lodge #1555 
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Congressional Council 
• Argo Chapter 
• Chermona Chapter 
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• Largo Chapter 
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Counseling Services 
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• American University 
• George Washington University 
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Chavrutha 
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IC tPMBNGZ ·cSP WHSB 

s1s2e1sq33 MGMB TOBN e NCINNATt OH 130 04•20 011,, ~ST 

PRESlOENT RONALO REAGAN 
WMITE MOUSE 
WASHINGTON OC '20500 

MR PRESIDENT 

ALTHOUGH CHANCELLOR KOHL SAI0 YOUR PLANS WER~ ffF%NAL" WITH RESPECT . TO 
YOUR VISITING THE MILITARY CEMETERY AT BtTBURG, I ·URGE VOU TO 
RECONSIOER. AS AN AMERICAN ANO AS YOUR PR1ENP, t MUST TELL · YOU T~AT 

........ 

! r ; 

I F YOU O O nu S Y 0 UR A OM I N I S TR A T t 0 N W I I. L : e E BLEM I I HE O F CR E VER I N --· , 
AMERICAN ANO WORLD HISTORY, :RECONCIL,I.ATf,ON IS NOT "FOUN0!0 ON . TME · 
A 8 D I C A T I 0 N OF T "'IE JU S T e U T ·UP ON C ON FR C N TA T I ON W l TM 11 M f TR UT M ~ A 8 0 N ! , ,., ~ If • 

WHO 10FFER!D A PRAYER AT YOUR tNAUGiRATION AT THE C:Al'?TOL- · ANO ONE WHO , ,__,,,, 
P~AYS FOR YOUR W~LFARf NOW, l PLEAD WtTH ¥OU TO CMANGE VOUR PLANS, 
PLANS TMAT ARE NOT IN 'YOUR CHARACTER OR IN THE STYLE OF YOUR 
AOMI·NISTRATION, 

RABAII ALFRED GOTTSCMAL~, PRESlOENT 
HEBREW UNION COLLEGE, MEMBER OF U,S, HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL COUNCIL ~- · 

138'10 EST 

MGMCCMP 

. ._,, 

TO REPLY BY MAILGRAM MESSAGE, SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR' WESTERN UNION'S TOLL - FREE PHONE NUMBERS 
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41'.~i77:l.:i.400 TDBN SAN FF-'.f.1i'-.!CISCO Ct1 :1.6:i. 04-··:?:i. 111:;_((:1 §StfPR 21 
PMS PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN 

WHITE HOUSE DC 

DEAR MR PRESIDENT: 

KNOWING HOW DEEPLY YOU FEEL ABOUT THE HOLOCAUST, WE WELCOME YOUR 

DECI!:iJC~N T[~ ___ Y_ISIT _ A N,;zI CONCENTRr➔ TION c,;M1:• TD 1:<EMEMBER THOf:>E li.!HD 

WERE MARTYRED BY NAZI GENOCIDE. BUT WE ARE DISTURBED AND PERPLEXED BY 

THE DECISION AND ITS JUSTIFICATION FOR VISITING A CEMETERY IN WHICH 

SS Tl:(00PS AF:E HUF? I ED f.1.!:!_D RECDGN ~~ WI:. BEL I EVE v (.:11...0NG t,J I TH VETEl:<f.,N 

GROUPS, THAT THOSE WHOSE MEMORY SHOULD BE CHERISHED ARE THOSE YOUNG 

MEN AND ~OMEN WHO CAVE THEIR LIVES TO LIBERATE EUROPE FROM NA ZISM. 

THE 40TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE END OF WORLD WAR II SHOULD NOT BE MARKED 

BY PAYING TRIBUTE TO THOSE WHO SERVED - VOLUNTARILY OR INVOLUNTARILY 

- AS INSTRUMENTS OF NAZI TYRANNY AND BRUTALITY. WITH YOU, WE DO 

BELIEVE IN RECONCILIATION? AND IN THAT SPIRIT WE SHOULD RECALL THOSE 

GERMANS WHO HAD THE COURAGE TO STAND UP TO NAZISM, EVEN THOUGH IT 

COST THEM THEIR FREEDOM AND? IN MOST CASES, THEIR LIVES. 

SHOSHANA S CARDIN PRESIDENT COUNCIL OF JEWISH FEDERATIONS 

575 LEXINGTON AVE 

NEW YORK NY 10022 

:!. 1 :1.4 EST 

l 
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CitJ of Ridden Rills 
24549 Long Valley Road • Hidden Hills, California 91302 

(818) 888-9281 

April 19, 1985 

President Ronald Reagan 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave . 
Washington D.C . 20500 

Dear President Reagan; 

f~ am outraged every time I hear about your persistance 
1,i n visiting the German military cemetary. 

Why can 1 t you just admit that your advance men made an 
error and go somewhere else? Why compound your error 
by using "poor teenage" soldiers as equal victims of 
Nazism as a rationale for your mistake? 

There is no reason why an American President should pay 
homage to soldiers who killed Americans in World War II, 
especially at American taxpayers 1 expense . I ' m sure 
the German government could find a site that would be 
suitable for cementing U.S./German relations, that would 
be mutually acceptable and might even have some social 
merit. 

A great virtue in an elected official is to admit his 
or her error and take corrective action; not compound 
it with further excuses and justifications . 

Sincerely, 

Alana S. Knaster 
Mayor, City of Hidden Hills 

/cjw 
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Jewish Federation of Portland 
6651 S. W. Capitol Highway, Portland, Oregon 97219 

April 15, 1985 

The Honorable Ronald Reagan 
President of the United States 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

Phone{503)245-6219 

The Community Relations Committee of the Jewish Federation 
of Portland suffered in silence your decision not to 
commemorate the Holocaust at Dachau, on your trip to Europe 
forthcoming. We no longer can suffer in silence, at your 

/

decision to place a wreath in a German cemetery where Nazi 
soldiers are buried. The news media have accused you of 
insensitivity by such actions. We believe that that term is 
too soft to describe our sense of outrage and abhorrence at 
the inappropriateness of the conduct you propose. 

You choose to honor the victimizers, rather than commemora­
ting the victims. The enclosed editorial from our local 
newspaper describes that decision as "thoughtless 
nonchalance." That too is too soft a term. 

Please, Mr. President, it is not too late to reverse this 
proposed offensive action. 

rden E. Shenker, Chair 
ommunity Relations Committee 

nclosure 

AES/tc 

MEMBER 

[!jr= 
CONSTITUANT AGENCIES: B'noi B'rith Comp Association, First Hebrew Benevolent Association, Hillel Academy, Jewish Education Association. Jewish Family and Chlld Service , 
Jewish Re lief and Benevolent Society, Mittleman Jewis h Community Center, Oregon Jewish Historical Society, Oregon Rabbinical Association, Robison Jewish 1-fome 1984 
MEMBER OF: Council of Jew ish Federations , Notional Jewish Community Relations Advisory Council, Tri -County Community Council, United Woy 
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SATURDAY, APRIL 1~. 1985 

at:~ ribt.,honor Nazi dead. 
' ·,,. ·' . _. . .-.i· { . 

• President Reagan's plans to write a be kept in a state of penance and guilt, 
:·~ew script for World War II and place a they must be permitted to learn from 
: ~"o/~eath in a cemetery in West Germany · · the past, and its memories should not 
: :where Nazr sol_diers were buried after suffer distortions in the name of new 
- -the 4'Battle of the · Bulge" should be friendships, nationa. l alignments and t~e ~

1

. 
· aborfed. The president, in his visit to politics of peace. · , _ · ; . , 

' Europe at the end of April to attend an \ ' The -· presiderit, ' in his th~ughtles;·, ' 
' econamic,-conference in..Bonn, should , 
- seek ~ inore appropriate way of recog- :•nonchalant way of looking at the end of 
~ -niifog the postwar friendship between World War II, has been accused of fo- ·i 

: :Cermans and Americans and the com- cusing on the German dead in order· to 
: ·.mon suffering .-of both nations that avoid having to recall the facts that 

, , America and the Soviet Union were ! 
-ended 40 years ago. · ·· -" ,:· · '' · allies and that dead Russian soldiers · 

An official presidential honor cannot also fell in a common cause. That is a ' 
be paid to the buried dead of an evil war risk he need not take. , .· , 
machine without calling back the :'.- · 
screams of its victims, millions of 

- -whom found no common grave in a neat 
military cemetery but were turned to 
ashes or buried like garbage in ditches. 

-The German nation must not be permit­
ted to forget the long night of terror it 
waged against humanity, nor the geno­
cide its leaders committed against the 

"German people and other races that fell 
-under their unspeakable shadows. 

While new generations who had no 
: _· part in the monstrous crimes should not 

Reagan, in planning his trip to Eu­
rope, passed up an invitation to visit Da­
chau, one of the many German concen­
tration camps that housed the Nazi hor­
rors, for fear of opening old wounds. 
But in his reluctance to commemorate 
the sufferings of millions who were tor­
tured; starved, gased and burned in 
ovens, he wounds the camps' survivors, 
and)n)ionoring the memory of enemy 
aead ·with a wreath, he risks rearrang­
ing history. 
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United States Department of State 

Washington, D. C. 20520 

Mr. Aloysius A. Mazewski, President 
Polish American Congress 
1200 North Ashland Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 60622 

Dear Mr. Mazewksi: 

May 23, 1985 

I am replying to your April 15 and 19 telegrams to 
President Reagan rega r Jing hi s trip to the Federa l Republic 
of Germany. 

During his visit, the Pr esident made abs olutely clear 
the revulsion all Americans feel for the horrors commi t ted 
in t he name of the German state before and during World War 
II, and our determinat i on not to forget them. His itinerary 
i nc luded a ceremony at the site of the Bergen-Belsen concen­
tration camp to pay homage to those who perished at the 
hands of the Nazis. As he said on the Apr i l 21 anniversart 
of the liberation of that camp and again during his own 
visit, "There c an and should be no abs olution . " 

President Reagan strongly believes, as part of our 
efforts to learn from the experiences of this dark era, we 
must not reject opportunities for r econci liation. In this 
spirit, he was a sked by Chancello r Kohl, and accepted the 
invitation, to visit a German mi litary cemetery in Bitburg . 

For four decades, the Federa l Republic of Germany has 
faced up to the guilt and re sponsJbilities of its Na zi past. 
It has demonstrated concre tely in c ountless way s its com­
mitment to democratic ideals and human r ights , inc luding 
standing shoulder to shoulder with us in the Alliance in 
defense of freedom. The President's trip to Bitburg in­
cluded a visit to the large Bitburg Ai r Base, which houses 
members of both the U.S. and Ge r man Air Forces. 

It is important to demonstrate, particularly to the 
younger ' generation in Germany, that although we conti nue to 
hold the na t ion re sponsi ble for its past, we do not cons ider 
them to bear individual responsibility fo r the crimes of 
Nazism . The President did not conside r his appearance at 
Bitburg t o represent an act of forgivenes~ for those crimes. 
Ra t her, it was an acknowledgment of the democr a tic soc iety 
t he German people have bu i lt . He considered this to be a 
pos i tive gesture which in no way d~tracted from h is f ul l and 
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heartfelt commitment to remember and honor the victims of 
the Holocaust and the American soldiers who gave their lives 
to defeat the Nazi regime and its cr i mes. 

Sincerely, 

,4~-~~ 
Robert M~ Smalley ) 

Acti ng Assistant Secretary 
for Public Affai rs 
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PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON DC 

ON A PERSONAL NOTE -- DECISION NOT TO CANCEL GERMAN CEMETARY 

VISIT AND REMARKS THEREAFTER REFLECT COMPLETE DISREGARD OF THE 

FEELING AND CONCERN OF MILLIONS OF AMERICANS. 

DEFENSE OF THE ADVISORS IS COMMENDABLE BUT IT SHOULD HAVE ITS 

LIMITS. THE UNTHINKABLE AND UNRESEARCHED AND THOUGHTLESS ADVICE BY 

YOUR STAFF WILL HAVE PERMANENT AND SERIOUS REPERCUSSION IN 1988 AND 

THEREAFTER. THE LACK OF SENSITIVITY BY YOUR STAFF IS INDICATIVE OF 

THE CA LLOUS ATTITUDE TOWARD THE ETHNIC COMMUNITY. 

WE HAVE ALWAYS TRUSTED YOUR JUDGMENT AND KNOW THAT YOU HAVE 

THE COURAGE TO REVERSE YOUR DECISION AND ALLEVIATE THE GREAT 

ANXIETY AMONGST YOUR LOYAL SUPPORTERS. 

ALOYSIUS A. Mf.)ZEWSl<I/ ~ 

o~;oos j? ~;;;'~~ff'~ u/4 
(b/t/~ >:?~ ~ ~2/4-e'>~~ 
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