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Please think carefully about those thousands of young Americans who
died for our country and what they died for as you make that decision to
pay honor to the very men they fought. I .will not try to convince you to
visit Dachau or even Flossenberg, where there is a marked grave for American
soldiers who were murdered in that concentration camp. Nor will I try to
explain why it is important that you do so. Instead I will share with you
the following quotes.

"Imparting the message of the Holocaust, using it to reinforce the
moral fiber of our society is much more than a Jewish responsibility.
It rests upon all of us who, not immobilized by cynicism and negativism,
believe that mankind is capable of greater goodness.

Our most sacred task now is ensuring that the memory of this greatest
of human tragedies, the Holocaust, never fades; that its lessons are not
forgotten...that its significance is not Tost on this generation or any
future generation. Though it is a dry scar, we cannot let the bleeding
wound be forgotten."

Those words were spoken to me, my parents and 15,000 other survivors
and children of survivors at the Capital Center on April 11, 1985 by you,
Mr. President. We believed the truth in those words when they were spoken
then, and we still believe in them now. What better way to put meaning
to those words than to make that short trip to Dachau and give them the
power from which they were spoken.

Respectfully yours,
uchacl Koronddot

Micheal Korenblit
Executive Vice President
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May 1, 1985

MEMORANDUM FOR: MAX L. FRIEDERSDORF
M. B. OGLESBY, JR. '

FROM: KATHY RATTé JAFFKE\thEE)

SUBJECT: Draft Response on President's
Itinerary for Germany

The State Department has provided the attached draft to respond
to the Congressional letters we received about the President's
agenda while in Germany. NSC has reviewed the response.

~ Lo T FR SR T . L

r/A




Dear Senator/Congressman:

Thank you for sharing with me your views concerning my
upcoming state visit to the Federal Republic of Germany. I
fully understand the depth of your concerns and assure you my
own feelings about the crimes against huménity perpetrated by
the Nazi regime are no less deeply felt. I intend to make
absolutely clear during my visit the revulsion all Americans
feel for the horrors which were committed in the name of the
German state and our determination not to forget them. As you
know, my itinerary includes a ceremony at Bergen-Belsen
concentration camp in order to pay homage to all those who
perished at the hands of the Nazis. As I said on the
anniversary of the liberation of that camp April 21, there can
and should be no absolution.

I am certain you agree that, as part of our efforts to
learn from the experiences of this dark era, we must not reject
opportunities for reconciliation. I have been asked by
Chancellor Kohl to pay a visit to a German military cemetery in
Bitburg, and I intend to honor that request.

For four decades, the Federal Republic of Germany has faced
up to the guilt and responsibilities of its Nazi past and has,
in countless ways, demonstrated concretely its commitment to
democratic ideals and human rights, including standing
shoulder to shoulder with us in the Alliance in defense of
freedom. With particular regard to the younger generation in
Germany, it is important to demonstrate that, while we continue
to hold the nation responsible for its past, we do not consider

them to bear individual responsibility for the crimes of Nazism.



Let me make clear that I do not consider my appearance at
Bitburg to represent an act of forgiveness for those crimes,
but rather one of acknowledgment of the democratic society the
German people have built. I consider this to be a positive
gesture which in no way detracts from my full and heartfelt
commitment to remember and honor the victims of the Holocaust
and the American soldiers who gave their lives to defeat the

Nazi regime and its crimes.

Sincerely yours,

Ronald Reagan
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May 2, 1985

MEMORANDUM FOR KATHY JAFFKE
FROM: ROBERT M. KIMMITT %ol

SUBJECT: Congressional Correspondence Regarding
President's FRG Visit

Attached is a State drafted response for the numerous
letters from Congress on the President's FRG visit.

The NSC concurs with the draft response.

Attachment

Tab A Draft Response
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April 27, 1985

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. ROBERT C. MCFARLANE
THE WHITE HOUSE

Subject: Congressional Correspondence on the President's
FRG Visit

As requested by the White House Director for Congressional
Correspondence, attached is a draft response for the
President's signature to the numerous congressional ingquiries
concerning the itinerary of the President's trip to the FRG.
We believe the text to be sufficiently broad to cover the
variety of emphasis of the congressional letters, copies of
which were forwarded to the Department.
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April 25, 1985

MEMORANDUM FOR: WILL BALL
Asgsistant Secretary for
Congressicnal Relations
Department of Sta’

FROM: KATHY RATIE JAFFKE
Director, Congressic..... —.. respondence
SUBJECT : President's Visit to Germany

Over the past few weeks the President has received approximately
30 letters signed by about 240 Members of Congress concerning
the controversy over President Reagan's visit to Germany.

We have not responded to these letters as yet because the
matter has been under constant review. I raised this issue
with Max Friedersdorf at our staff meeting, and at his
direction I am requesting an appropriate draft response or
responses for these inquiries.

The letters fall into three categories:

© don't visit the cemetery
12 letters
146 total signers

© don't visit the cemetery, visit concentration camp
11 letters
65 total signers

° wvisit concentration camp
6 letters
25 total signers

I would appreciate your help in securing appropriate
acknowledgments as socon as possible to enable us to respond by
the time the President departs for Europe on Tuesday.

Thanks so much for your help.
























THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 8, 1985

Dear Bill:

Thank you for sharing with us your views concerning the President's State
Visit to the Federal Republic of Germany. We fully understand the depth
of your concerns and assure you the President's feelings about the crimes
against humanity perpetrated by the Nazi regime are no less deeply felt.
President Reagan has attempted to make absolutely clear during his visit
the revulsion all Americans feel for the horrors which were committed in
the name of the German state and our determination not to forget them.

As you know, his itinerary included a ceremony at Bergen-Belsen concen-
tration camp in order to pay homage to all those who perished at the hands
of the Nazis. As he said on the anniversary of the liberation of that camp
April 21, there can and should be no absolution.

President Reagan is certain you agree that, as part of our efforts to learn
from the experiences of this dark era, we must not reject opportunities for
reconciliation. The President was asked by Chancellor Kohl to pay a wvisit
to a German military cemetery in Bitburg, and he has honored that request.

For four decades, the Federal Republic of Germany has faced up to the guilt
and responsibilities of its Nazi past and has, in countless ways, demonstrated
concretely its commitment to democratic ideals and human rights, including
standing shoulder to shoulder with us in the Alliance in defense of freedom.
With particular regard to the younger generation in Germany, it is important
to demonstrate that, while we continue to hold the nation responsible for its
past, we do not consider them to bear individual responsibility for the crimes
of Nazism.

Let me make clear that the President does not consider his appearance at
Bitburg to represent an act of forgiveness for those crimes, but rather one
of acknowledgment of the democratic society the German people have built.
He considers this to be a positive gesture which in no way detracts from
his full and heartfelt commitment to remember and honor the victims of the
Holocaust and the American soldiers who gave their lives to defeat the Nazi
regime and its crimes.

Sincerely,

M. B. Oglesby, Jr.
Assistant to the President

The Honorable Bill Green
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

MBO/STATE/NSC/KRJ/éch—gBos
cc: Will Ball, Cong. Affrs!
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April 19, 1985

Honorable Ronald W. Reagan
The President

The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

I have grave concerns about your recent comments on, and plans
for, your upcoming trip to West Germany.

As a Member of the U,S., Holocaust Memorial Council, I know that
you have the utmost sympathies for the victims of the Holocaust and
their families as well as for the American and allied troops that
died in World War II. I also know that you do not intend any dis-
respect to these groups as you seek to improve personal and official
ties to the West German government.

Yet one cannot avoid the fact that the decisions and comments
made about your itinerary are causing legitimate concern among many
Americans.

One can and must separate Nazi war criminals from the present
West German leaders and citizenry, but one cannot separate the soldiers
of the SS from their deeds. Nor can one equate those soldiers, even
SS conscripts, to civilian victims of the Nazi war machine and the
Holocaust.

I strongly urge you, Mr. President, to cancel your planned
visit to Bitberg. I am sure there is some other, suitable way to
demoristrate our nation's close ties to present-day West Germany.

Clummnnnnat.,

1
" Member of Congress

BG:hrd






THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
May 8, 1985

Dear Jan:

Thank you for sharing with us your views concerning the President's State
Visit to-the Federal Republic of Germany. We fully understand the depth
of your concerns and assure you the President's feelings about the crimes
against humanity perpetrated by the Nazi regime are no less deeply felt.
President Reagan has attempted to make absolutely clear during his visit
the revulsion all Americans feel for the horrors which were committed in
the name of the German state and our determination not to forget them.

As you know, his itinerary included a ceremony at Bergen-Belsen concen-
tration camp in order to pay homage to all those who perished at the hands
of the Nazis. As he said on the anniversary of the liberation of that camp
April 21, there can and should be no absolution.

President Reagan is certain you agree that, as part of our efforts to learn
from the experiences of this dark era, we must not reject opportunities for
reconciliation. The President was asked by Chancellor Kohl to pay a visit
to a German military cemetery in Bitburg, and he has honored that request.

For four decades, the Federal Republic of Germany has faced up to the guilt
and responsibilities of its Nazi past and has, in countless ways, demonstrated
concretely its commitment to democratic ideals and human rights, including
standing shoulder to shoulder with us in the Alliance in defense of freedom.
With particular regard to the younger generation in Germany, it is important
to demonstrate that, while we continue to hold the nation responsible for its
past, we do not consider them to bear individual responsibility for the crimes
of Nazism.

Let me make clear that the President does not consider his appearance at
Bitburg to represent an act of forgiveness for those crimes, but rather one
of acknowledgment of the democratic society the German people have built.
He considers this to be a positive gesture which in no way detracts from
his full and heartfelt commitment to remember and honor the victims of the
Holocaust and the American soldiers who gave their lives to defeat the Nazi
regime and its crimes.

Sincerely,

M. B. Oglesby, Jr.
Assistant to the President

The Honorable Jan Meyers
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

MBO/STATE/NSC/KRJ/ech-MBO8
cc: Will Ball, Cong. Affrs.



April 22, 1985

Dear Mr. President:

The recent decision to visit a.German military. cemetery..
and thus pay some degree of homage to those who conceived,
directed and implemented the mass extermination of millions
of Jews troubles me a great deal.

To honor in any manner those who would have enslaved the
world somehow serves to dishonor and cheapen the supreme
sacrifice made by American and Allied servicemen and women
as they fought to eliminate the Nazi menace.

While I appreciate the fact that there may be young German
soldiers buried there who served against their will, also
interred there are members of the SS, who willingly and
maliciously participated in atrocities against mankind.

As a result, I fail to understand the logic for this
decision for I am concerned we are sending a message to
all the peoples of the world that America is lessening its
commitment and resolve in the cause of human freedom,
human rights and human dignity.

The President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500






THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
May 8, 1985

Dear Larry:

Thank you for sharing with us your views concerning the President's State
Visit to the Federal Republic of Germany. We fully understand the depth
of your concerns and assure you the President's feelings about the crimes
against humanity perpetrated by the Nazi regime are no less deeply felt.
President Reagan has attempted to make absolutely clear during his visit
the revulsion all Americans feel for the horrors which were committed in
the name of the German state and our determination not to forget them.

As you know, his itinerary included a ceremony at Bergen-Belsen concen-
fration camp in order to pay homage to all those who perished at the hands
of the Nazis. As he said on the anniversary of the liberation of that camp
April 21, there can and should be no absolution.

President Reagan is certain you agree that, as part of our efforts to learn
from the experiences of this dark era, we must not reject opportunities for
reconciliation. The President was asked by Chancellor Kohl to pay a visit
to a German military cemetery in Bitburg, and he has honored that request.

For four decades, the Federal Republic of Germany has faced up to the guilt
and responsibilities of its Nazi past and has, in countless ways, demonstrate
concretely its commitment to democratic ideals and human rights, including
standing shoulder to shoulder with us in the Alliance in defense of freedom.
With particular regard to the younger generation in Germany, it is important
to demonstrate that, while we continue to hold the nation responsible for its
past, we do not consider them to bear individual responsibility for the crime:s
of Nazism.

Let me make clear that the President does not consider his appearance at
Bitburg to represent an act of forgiveness for those crimes, but rather one
of acknowledgment of the democratic society the German people have built.
He considers this to be a positive gesture which in no way detracts from
his full and heartfelt commitment to remember and honor the victims of the
Holocaust and the American soldiers who gave their lives to defeat the Nazi
regime and its crimes.

Sincerely,

M. B. Oglesby, dJr.
Assistant to the President

The Honorable Lawrence Coughlin
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

. MBO/STATE/NSC/KRJ/ech-MBOS
cc: Will Ball, Cong. Affrs.



April 22, 1985

The President
The White House
Washington, D. C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

I ask that you place your planned visit to the Bitburg Cemetery
in the proper perspective by cancelling it.

Surely, relations between the United States and the Federal Republic
of Germany do not depend on your visit to this one particular site. It is
neither a question of caving in to anyone nor offending anyone. Quite simply,
it is a question of common sense.

Along with many other Americans, I am distressed that a cemetery in
which Nazi soldiers and SS troops are buried so close to a history-turning
battle where American prisoners were massacred at Malmedy would be chosen
for your visit.

Do not--even as a symbol--pay homage to those who directly or
indirectly promoted the Holocaust. Do not honor the Waffen SS who ordered
the slaughter of 124 American prisoners at Malmedy during the Battle of the
Bulge.

No one questions your sensitivity to the survivors of the Holocaust
or other Nazi crimes. I urge you, however, to put yourself in the place of
a Holocaust survivor who lost his family in a concentration camp or an

American who lost his father in the Battle of the Bulge or the massacre at Malmedy.

I think you will agree that a mistake has been made and an inappropriate site
chosen.

I sincerely hope that, together with Chancellor Kohl, you will select
a more appropriate site to cement the new bond between our Nation and his.

With all best wishes,

. LAWKENULE LUUGHLIN

LC:mrt
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THE WHITE HOUSE .
WASHINGTON
May 8, 1985

Dear Leon:

Thank you for sharing with us your views concerning the President's State
Visit to the Federal Republic of Germany. We fully understand the depth
of your concerns and assure you the President's feelings about the crimes
against humanity perpetrated by the Nazi regime are no less deeply felt.
President Reagan has attempted to make absolutely clear during his visit
the revulsion all Americans feel for the horrors which were committed in
the name of the German state and our determination not to forget them.

As you know, his itinerary included a ceremony at Bergen-Belsen concen-
tration camp in order to pay homage to all those who perished at the hands
of the Nazis. As he said on the anniversary of the liberation of that camp
April 21, there can and should be no absolution.

President Reagan is certain you agree that, as part of our efforts to learn
from the experiences of this dark era, we must not reject opportunities for
reconciliation. The President was asked by Chancellor Kohl to pay a visit
to a German military cemetery in Bitburg, and he has honored that request.

For four decades, the Federal Republic of Germany has faced up to the guilt
and responsibilities of its Nazi past and has, in countless ways, demonstrated
concretely its commitment to democratic ideals and human rights, including
standing shoulder to shoulder with us in the Alliance in defense of freedom.
With particular regard to the younger generation in Germany, it is important
to demonstrate that, while we continue to hold the nation responsible for its
past, we do not consider them to bear individual responsibility for the crimes
of Nazism.

Let me make clear that the President does not consider his appearance at
Bitburg to represent an act of forgiveness for those crimes, but rather one
of acknowledgment of the democratic society the German people have built.
He considers this to be a positive gesture which in no way detracts from
his full and heartfelt commitment to remember and honor the victims of the
Holocaust and the American soldiers who gave their lives to defeat the Nazi
regime and its crimes.

Sincerely,

M. B. Oglesby, Jr.
Assistant to the President

The Honorable Leon E. Panetta
House of Representatives
Washingion, D.C. 20515

MBO/STATE/NSC/KRJ/ech—M?éS

cc: Will Ball, Cong. Affrs.
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April 19, 1985

President Ronald Reagan

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

Next month you will undertake a state visit to West Germany,
partly to commemorate the 40th Anniversary of V-E Day. This
visit is, and rightly should be, a celebration of 40 years of
friendship between our two governments. But that, of course,
is not the only issue here.

For many Jewish people, in America and around the world, it is
impossible to separate the defeat of Nazi Germany from the liberation
of the Jewish people from concentration camps throughout Eastern
Europe. This liberation, of course, came only after one-third of

the Jewish population had been brutally tortured and killed.

Recently, the plans regarding your visit to West Germany have come
under fire because of the obvious exclusion of a visit to any kind
of Jewish memorial. While I understand your desire to emphasize
the alliance between our two countries, it is impossible to over-
look that which millions of Jews still feel so acutely.

I do not believe a visit to a Jewish concentration camp, such as
Dachau) would change the empha51s of your visit. Moreover, I am
convinced that such a visit is necessary to remind the Jew1sh
people around the world that their "sacrifice, and that of their
parents and grandparents, shall never be forgotten.

I, therefore, respectfully urge you to include a visit to Dachau

on your itinerary. Thank“you for your consideration of this
matter.

LEP/ktk






THE WHITE HOUSZE

WASHINGTON
May 8, 1985

Dear Dean:

Thank you for sharing with us your views concerning the President's
Visit to the Federal Republic of Germany. We fully understand the d
of your concerns and assure you the President's feelings about the ci
against humanity perpetrated by the Nazi regime are no less deeply f
President Reagan has attempted to make absolutely clear during his v
the revulsion all Americans feel for the horrors which were committed
the name of the German state and our determination not to forget the:
As you know, his itinerary included a ceremony at Bergen-Belsen con
tration camp in order to pay homage to all those who perished at the
of the Nazis. As he said on the anniversary of the liberation of that
April 21, there can and should be no absolution.

President Reagan is certain you agree that, as part of our efforts to
from the experiences of this dark era, we must not reject opportunitie
reconciliation. The President was asked by Chancellor Kohl to pay a
to a German military cemetery in Bitburg, and he has honored that re

For four decades, the Federal Republic of Germany has faced up to tt
and responsibilities of its Nazi past and has, in countless ways, demos
concretely its commitment to democratic ideals and human rights, inclu
standing shoulder to shoulder with us in the Alliance in defense of fr¢
With particular regard to the younger generation in Germany, it is imj
to demonstrate that, while we continue to hold the nation responsible
past, we do not consider them to bear individual responsibility for the
of Nazism.

Let me make clear that the President does not consider his appearance
Bitburg to represent an act of forgiveness for those crimes, but rathe
of acknowledgment of the democratic society the German people have b
He considers this to be a positive gesture which in no way detracts fr
his full and heartfelt commitment to remember and honor the victims of
Holocaust and the American soldiers who gave their lives to defeat the
regime and its crimes.

Sincerely,

M. B. Oglesby, Jr.
Assistant to the President

The Honorable Dean A. Gallo
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

MBO/STATE/NSC/KRJ/ech;?&BOS
cc: Will Ball, Cong. Affr:
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can still see the indentation in the ground where the
humans were buried alive as well as dead), I began to
understand just where I was. I was in a cemetery. Beneath
my feet was not soil, but bones - one piled on top of
another. Anywhere I looked, I could see pieces of human
beings who were tortured and crushed and finally killed.

Now, in 1985, not a single building, or fence, or wall,
or even the smallest reminder that the camp was there
remains. Only a monument constructed in my lifetime remains.

It is so much easier to forget. It is so difficult to
comprehend the scale of the tragedies that took place

that it is easier to deny that they ever took place. THEY
DID TAKE PLACE. I saw with my own two eyes the crematorium
of Auschwitz, the mass graves of Treblinka, and the pain
and suffering of those who managed to survive. Even though
Auschwitz still stands (though part is in ruins), the
people of Poland have already begun to forget. I saw houses
and playgrounds within fifty feet of the barbed wire fences.
The main German headguarters at Auschwitz is now a hotel
with a restaurant next door. The Polish children ran through
the camp as if it was just amother historical landmark.

Mr. President, if you visit the Bitburg cemetery which
contains the graves of forty-seven SS men, you will begin
the road to forgetting the Holocaust. You, as the leader

of the American society will lead this country toward

a horrible fate. Those who forget history are doomed to
repeat it. The United States of America stands for morality
and decency. We are a symbel of freedom to the world.

We cannot condone the actions of murderers and still remain
moral. I ask you, Mr. President, on behalf of the 17,000
Jewish youth in my organization as well as on behalf of

all who are moral and upright and good citizens of this
country not to visit the graves of those who tried to
exterminate an entire people from the face of this earth.

Sincerely,
— '//'" E—

\

_—— "David Stern
International President
United Synagogue Youth
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April 22, 1985

The Honorable Ronald Reagan
The White House
Washington, D. C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

At its meeting in Washington on April 17, the Commission
on Social Action of Reform Judaism - representing rabbin-
ic and lay leadership of the Reform Jewish movement -
unanimously adopted the following resolution and asked
that it be transmitted to you. '

By calling to mind the murder of six million Jews,
the Holocaust symbolizes for all of us the ongoing
and ever present danger of human beings sinking to
the depths of subhuman brutality. For us Jews in
particular, it represents a searing image that must
never be extinguished from the memory of the nations
of the world.

We members of the Commission on Social Action of Re-
form Judaism, gathered in Washington, therefore join
fellow Jews and other Americans in expressing our
outrage and protest at the President's decision to
visit a cemetery where men who sought to conquer the
world in the name of an unconscionable ideplogy lie
buried. We appreciate his decision to commemorate
the victims by visiting one of the concentration
camps, but urge that he seek reconciliation with
contemporary Germany elsewhere than upon the graves
of Nazi soldiers.

LIl L AD \JLLIJCL L
Chairman
HG:rh






THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 1, 1985

Dear Father O'Brien:

On behalf of the President, let me thank you for your
very kind note of April 20th supporting the President's
decision to visit the German cemetery at Bitburg. It
is a great relief amidst all the controversy swirling
about this issue to hear your sane and charitable
views.

Best regards,

Gl

Robert R. Reilly
Special Assistant to the President
for Public Liaison

Rev. J. Stephen O'Brien

Executive Director

Department of Chief Acéministrators
National Catholic Educztional Association
1077 30th Street, N.W., Suite 100
Washington, DC 20007-3£52
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April 20, 1985

Ronald Reagan

President of the United States
The White House

Washington, D.C.

Dear President Reagan:

My congratulations on your strong stand on the value of
reconciliation with our former enemies from World War II.
You have taken a lot of criticism on your planned visit to
the German cemeté@ry at Bitburg and have been put under a
lot of political pressure to cancel the trip. I think your
solution to visit a concentration camp as well is a good
one.

More important is your statement that we must be reconciled
to our enemies. I think it shows a deep wisdom about the
horrors of war regardless of whose side one is on. I also
think it showed courage in the face of some vocal and highly
credible critics who stated that there are some things that
are not forgivable. On this issue you have shown courage
and firmness based on compassion.

Thank you for your leadership. I hope you will show the
same sense of courage and compassion in the face of other
enemies.

Sincerely,
r

J._Q.Co&;.

Reverend J. Stephen O'Brien
Executive Director
Department of Chief Administrators





