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THE WHTITE HOUSE OFFICE
REFERRAL
MAY 9, 1985
TO: DEPARTMENT OF STATE
ACTION REQUESTED:
DIRECT REPLY, FURNISH INFO COPY
DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING:
ID: 301801
MEDIA: MAILGRAM, DATED APRIL 23, 1985
TO: PRESIDENT REAGAN
FROM: DR. Z. W. SOBOL
DIRECTOR
POLISH AMERICAN CONGRESS
211 NORTH EDDY STREET
SOUTH BEND 1IN 46614
SUBJECT: OPPOSES DECISION TO VISIT GERMAN MILITARY
CEMETERY
PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN

TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT,

UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486.

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE

(OR DRAFT) TO:
AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE

SALLY KELLEY

PLEASE TELEPHONE THE

DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE
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STEVEN SANDERS
63rd District

Room 519
Legislative Office Bldg.
Albany, New York 12248

(518) 455-5506

201 East 16th Street
New York, New York 10003
(212) 673-3266

The President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear President Reagan:
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CHAIRMAN
Committee on Oversight,
Analysis and Investigation

April 22, 1985

\I am writing to appeal to you to reconsider your planned visit to

Bitberg cemetary.

The agony and torment your plans to visit the site containing graves
of Waffen SS troops has brought is unnecessary and no doubt unintended.

Reconciliation with Germany should never include paying tribute to SS
murderers, some of whom, as you know, tortured defenseless American
prisoners of war as well as their committing the most widely known
atrocities in the history of the world, against the Jewish people and
millions of others.

Mr. President, your place in world history will be forever blackened
by this imprudent action. Great leadership demands the willingness
to be wrong, to shift a course. Please spare Jews, veterans, and all
Americans from this pain, and keep the great symbols of our nation
and your place in history untarnished by the shadow of Nazi butchers.

Sincerely,

Steven Sanders

SS/es































































THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 8, 1985

Dear Mitch:

Thank you for sharing with us your views concerning the President's Sta
Visit to the Federal Republic of Germany. We fully understand the depth
of your concerns and assure you the President's feelings about the crime:
against humanity perpetrated by the Nazi regime are no less deeply felt.
President Reagan has attempted to make absolutely clear during his wvisit
the revulsion all Americans feel for the horrors which were committed in
the name of the German state and our determination not to forget them.
As you know, his itinerary included a ceremony at Bergen-Belsen concen-
tration camp in order to pay homage to all those who perished at the han:
of the Nazis. As he said on the anniversary of the liberation of that cam
April 21, there can and should be no absolution.

President Reagan is certain you agree that, as part of our efforts to lear
from the experiences of this dark era, we must not reject opportunities f¢
reconciliation. The President was asked by Chancellor Kohl to pay a visi
to a German military cemetery in Bitburg, and he has honored that reque

For four decades, the Federal Republic of Germany has faced up to the g
and responsibilities of its Nazi past and has, in countless ways, demonstr
concretely its commitment to democratic ideals and human rights, including
standing shoulder to shoulder with us in the Alliance in defense of freedc
With particular regard to the younger generation in Germany, it is import
to demonstrate that, while we continue to hold the nation responsible for
past, we do not consider them to bear individual responsibility for the cr
of Nazism.

Let me make clear that the President does not consider his appearance at
Bitburg to represent an act of forgiveness for those crimes, but rather o
of acknowledgment of the democratic society the German people have built
He considers this to be a positive gesture which in no way detracts from
his full and heartfelt commitment to remember and honor the victims of th:
Holocaust and the American soldiers who gave their lives to defeat the Na
regime and its crimes.

Sincerely,

M. B. Oglesby, Jr.
Assistant to the President

The Honorable Mitch McConnell
United St- “es Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

MBO/STATE/NSC/KRJ/ech-%EéOS
cc: Will Ball, Cong. Affrs.






The Honorable Ronald W. Reagan
April 22, 1985
Page 2

hour of European civilization. Its end brought an end to the
world's most atrocious regime and the world's hitherto most
deadly conflict". I would urge you to change your itinerary and
visit a memorial which honors the end of World War II. I believe
all Americans and Germans would find such a tribute appropriate
and the basis for a new beginning of consensus building.
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