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=- .~ - r KNOWING ~OW DEEPLY YCU FEEL ABOUT THE HOLOCAUST, Wf WELCOME YOUR 
DECISION TO VISIT TH! NAZ? CONCENTRATION CAMP AT BERGfN•BELSEN TO 
REMEMBER THOSE WHO WERE MARTYRED ev THE NAJI GENQC?Of, 
NEVERTHELESS, WE ARE OISTURB!O ANO PERPLEXED ,MAT VOW ARI STlL~ 
SCH~OULEO TO VISIT AND LAY A WREATM AT lME BtTiURG C£M!TERV WMERE ·-SS 
TROOPS ARE BURIED, YOUR o,FICIAL VISIT WtLL MONOR TM0$E ,GRAV!S AND 
YOUR WREATH LAVING WlLL SVMBOL12E THE PAIN OF TR%BUT! TO THOS! WHO 
SERVED AS INSTRUMENTS OF NAZI TVRANNV, BRUTALtTV ANO MUA0ER, ON THIS 
4 0 TH ANN I VERSARY OF THE 'ENO OF WCRL 0 WAR I I W! BEL t!VE, ALCJNG W l TM 
VETERAN ,GROUPS, TMAT ?HOSE WHOSE MEMORIES WHO SHOULD SE CMER?SMfO AR! 
THE YOUNG MEN ANO WOMEN WHO ,GAVE T~!lR LIVES io LI8£RATE EUROPE FROM 
NAZISM~ IF YOU ARE TRULY 1NTEREST!0 tN R£00NC!LIATION, THEN YOUR 
VISIT SHOULD RECALL THOSE GERMANS WMO HAO THE COURAGE TO STANO UP TO 
NAZISM EVENTMOUGH IT COST THEM THEIR FRE!OOM, AND ?N MOST CASIS, 
THEIR I.IVES, 
WE SINCERELY HOP! THAT YOU WILL RiCONSIClR YOUR VISIT TO TH! B%TSURG 
CE~ETERY, YOUR PRESENCE THERE WILL CAUSE GREAT PA%N ANO ANGUISH IN 
CUR COMMUNITY, HONORING SS TROOPS 0IRECtLY OA XND?RECTLV CANNOT HELP 
FURTHER THE PROC.ESS OF RECONC?L.IATlON BETWEEN ,NATION$ CR EASE TME 
MEMORY OF PEOPLE WHO SUFF!REO 0EATMS AT THEIR MANOS 

·GER ALO S OS TROW P-8!S-l DEN!. UN I Tf O JEW% SI-. F'!CE!icA_T t ON OF ,GJl!--4-t!R 
_PJTTS.BURGH 234 MCl<E£ r,,1,, PITTSBURGH ·PA 192lS 
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UNITED JEWISH FEDERATION OF TIDEWATER 
7300 Newport Avenue• Norfolk, Virginia 23505 • (804) 489-8040 

April l , 1983 

The Holocaust Commission of the United Jewish Federation of 
Tidewater is pleased to endorse Nandor Lazar's one-man effort 
to introduce his poster of the Holocaust into homes, synagogues, 
churches and schools around the world. 

A message on the poster reads: 

"1933-1945, in memory of 6 Mi 11 ion European 
Jews'' and continues "This memorial is dedicated 
to all who perished in the Nazi concentration 
camps during World War I I. 11 

As a survivor of the Holocaust, he has donated his efforts to 
give the world a symbol of the Holocaust which will perpetuate 
the memory of the Jews and others who died at the hands of 
the Nazis . 

A. Robert Gast 
Executive Director 

ARG/RF:kje 

~✓~ 
Ruth Fekete 
Chairman, Holocaust Commission 
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Norfol k, Virg i nia Local news • 
fl'•~---------------------------------

Nandor Lazar considers it just an accident that he survived the war in Nazi work camps. "I'm not smart," he 
said. "I'm not strong." 

A simple poster pays tribute 
to victims of the Holocaust 

By LISA ELLIS 
Staff Writer 

NORFOLK - Nandor Lazar never has 
liked to talk much about the years he 
spent, near-starved · and frozen, in Nazi 
work camps at the Russian front. 

A quiet, self-effacing man, he still 
struggles a little with the English lan­
guage he began to learn when he fled 
Hungary for the United States in 1948. 

But now Lazar, 72, has chosen another 
way to express his feelings about the 
Holocaust that claimed the lives of 6 mil­
lion of his -fellow Jews. After a year of 
work and dozens of painstaking drafts, he 
has produced a poster that pays tribute to 
those who died. 

Lazar, who has never taken an art 
lesson, cherishes high aims for the simple 
drawing. He hopes that before long the 
posters will appear on the walls of 
homes, synagogues, churches and schools 
around the world. 

He sold several dozen of his 3,000 
copies at the convention of Holocaust sur­
vivors in Washington last week. But it is 
the rest of the world - especially Chris­
ti~ - that Lazar is trying to reach. 

The message, he said, is that "any 
minority can get in trouble - like in 
India they kill so many Muslims. The 
Christian can have it, too, to remember 
they can get in trouble if they elect the 
wrong lea~ers." 

Lazar's one-man effort to give the 
world a symbol of the Holocaust began a 
year ago with a crude sketch of a tomb­
stone. A rabbi told him it was too de­
pressing, he said, so he replaced the 
tombstone with a monument and kept 
working. 

Finally, he was satisfied. The final 
product, about 17 by 11 inches, shows a 
gray, stair-stepped monument topped by 
a triangle and a yellow, six-pointed star 
like the ones Jews had to wear under the . 
ll[azi regime. 

The triangle bears a message in white 
letters: "1933-1945, in memory of 6 mil­
lion European Jews." 

0 Please see Holocaust, Page C3. 
Lazar wants his poster to become a symbol of Nazi victims - , as the 

cross stands for Christianity. 

On the top step sit six crudely 
drawn yellow candles, on the bottom 
step a single candle. "This is the 6 
million Jews - the six candles, " La­
zar said. "And this candle is for the 
non-Jews," the 5 million others who 
died in Nazi camps. 

Lazar said he wanted his poster to 
become a symbol of the Nazi victims, 
as the cross stands for Christianity. 

"They've written so many books," 
he said. "The historian look at it. 
Private (citizens) is not going to 
look." 

"Here," he said, pointing to the 
poster, "a child can see it. 'Mama, 
what is that? ' And they explain it. He 
wants to know more; he goes to the 
library and looks for the book." 

Lazar, a short, slender man with a 
gray beard and glasses, figures it 
was just an accident that he survived 
the war. "I'm not smart," he said. 
"I'm not strong." 

He agreed to talk about his experi­
ences only because it might draw 
attention to the memorial. "I don't 
count," he said. "They died, thou­
sands and thousands. My main pur­
pose is this (poster), to be a 
symbol." 

Born in Somkerek, Hungary, Lazar 
ran a household goods store in Buda­
pest until the war. In 1941, he was 
forced to join a work crew of Jews 
who followed Hungarian and German 
troops into Russia . 

"We done the dirty work" for the 
soldiers, he said. "We moved always 
along. I served 20 jobs. One time I 
worked in a hospital. The sick people 
came. We had to undress them, wash 
them, and the clothes they ·had a lot 
of lice." 

Another time, he and several oth~ 
ers were ordered to move a barbed­
wire barrier from one place to 
another in deep snow. "My hands 
froze," Lazar said, "No gloves, no 
nothing." 

In their weakened condition, they 
were easy prey for diarrhea and ty­
phus. Only 30 of Lazar's work group __ ,..4_ 

of 200 made it through the wat-., he 
~d. : 

And when they died, "we b1Vie~ 
them like sardines" in mass gra.ves. 
"After the war," he said, " every~~ 
look for somebody. They say to ,me, 
'Why you not make a mark whe~ 
my husband is buried?' I say, 'I bury 
him today and tomorrow somebody 
bury me."' 

His brother, now in Israel, als'o 
survived the war, but their parents 
died in a concentration camp. _ · 

In 1949, Lazar came to Norfol~ un­
der the sponsorship of local , resi­
dents. Still a Norfolk resident ahd a 
bachelor, Lazar is retired from a 
grocery clerk's job he held far ¥ 
~an. _ 

Like many of those who suffered . 
during the war because they were 
Jews, Lazar has asked himself often 
where the God of Abraham was when 
so many of the chosen people were 
slaughtered. · 

"I believe in God, but he is sleep­
ing a little," Lazar said with a iii'tle 
cackling laugh. "It looks like lt to 
me." 

"I ask so many times, 'Help,' and 
no help," he said. "I was more'. reli­
gious before .... I don't have e,Cpla-
nation. He (God) is helpless. " '. 

"But what is religion?" he asked. 
"It's history. You learn from the 
past." l 

And so Lazar hopes his posters will 
perpetuate the memory of the Jews 
and others who died at the hands df 
the Nazis. 

If they don't sell, he said, he will 
give them away. Any profits will go 
toward the United Jewish Federation 
of Tidewater. •· .:1!JG 

" I'm not doing it to be rich," lie 
said. "A 72-year-old man, what do )lf! 
need? I don't have children; I don!t 
have a wife. I live a simple life be­
cause when I was in concentrati~ 
camp I say I need a bed, I .neetl 
clothes, nothing else." 1 

The memorial posters are ava il­
able from the United J ewish Federa­
tion at 7300 Newport Avenue, 
Norfolk , Virginia 23505 , 489-8040 . The 
cost is $5. 
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Dear Ben: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH.I NGTON 

May 8, 1985 

'.' 

Thank you for sharing with us your views and those of your constituents 
concerning the President's State Visit to the Federal Republic of Germany. 
We fully understand the depth of your concerns and assure you the Presi­
dent's feelings about the crimes against humanity perpetrated by the Nazi 
regime are no less deeply felt. President Reagan has attempted to make 
absolutely clear during his visit the revulsion all Americans feel for the 
horrors which were committed in the name of the German state and our 
determination not to forget them. As you know, his itinerary included 
a ceremony at Bergen-Belsen concentration camp in order to pay homage 
to all those who perished at the hands of the Nazis. As he said on the 
anniversary of the liberation of that camp April 21, there can and should 
be no absolution. 

President Reagan is certain you agree that , as part of our efforts to learn 
from the experiences of this dark era, we must not reject opportunities for 
reconciliation. The President was asked by Chancellor Kohl to pay a visit 
to a German military cemetery in Bitburg, and he has honored that request. 

For four decades, the Federal Republic of Germany has faced up to the guilt 
and responsibilities of its Nazi past and has , in countless ways, demonstrated 
concretely its commitment to democratic ideals and human rights, including 
standing shoulder to shoulder with us in the Alliance in defense of freedom . 
With particular regard to the younger generation in Germany, it is important 
to demonstrate that, while we continue to hold the nation responsible for its 
past, we do not consider them to bear individual responsibility for the crimes 
of Nazism. 

Let me make clear that the President does not consider his appearance at 
Bitburg to represent an act of forgiveness for those crimes, but rather one 
of acknowledgment of the democratic society the German people have built. 
He considers this to be a positive gesture which in no way detracts from 
his full and heartfelt commitment to remember and honor the victims of the 
Holocaust and the American soldiers who gave their lives to defeat the Nazi 
regime and its crimes. 

Sincerely, 

M. B. Oglesby, Jr. 
Assistant to the President 

.. .. ':cb.e __ }fo_n.o.rable . .B.eniamin A. Gilman 
MBO/STATE/NSC/KRJ/ech-MBO'§ 
cc: Will Ball, Cong. Affrs. V 



' MIN A. GILMAN 
,.<.!ID 0HlTAICT;"NEW YORK 

COMMITTEES: 

FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

SUBCOMMITTEES: 
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r" The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

April 22, 1985 

CHAIRMAN, 
TASK FORCE ON 

AMERICAN PRISONERS AND 
MISSING IN SOUTHEAST ASIA 

It has been brought to my attention that one of my constituents, 
Ms. Rita Jacobs, corresponded with you recently regarding your 
upcoming visit to Germany. To date, she has not received a response. 

I am enc~osing for your information another copy of Ms. Jacobs' 
letter, for your review, and look forward to hearing from you soon. 

With best wishes, 

BAG/db 
Enclosure 
cc: Ms. Rita Jacobs 

PLEASE REPLY TO: 

WASHINGTON OFFICE: 
2160 RAYBURN BUILDING 

/ WASHINGTON, D.C. 20515 
!!I' TELEPHONE: (202) 225-3776 

DISTRICT OFFICE: 
44 EAST AVENUE 

P.O. Box 358 
MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 10940 

□ TELEPHONE: (914) 343-6666 

Sincer 

~ 
J 

Member 

DISTRICT OFFICE: 
190 BROADWAY 

MONTICELLO, NEW YORK 12701 
0 TELEPHONE: (914) 796-1621 

DISTRICT OFFICE: 
DISTRICT OFFICE: 32 MAIN STREET 
233 ROUTE 59 HASTINGS-ON-HUDSON, 

MONSEY, New YORK 10952 NEW YORK 10706 
□ TELEPHONE: (91 4) 357-9000 0 TELEPHONE: (914) 478-5550 
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PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN 
THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20500 

DEAR ~R. PRESIDENT: 

21 CONTINENTAL DRIVE 
WEST NYACK, NEW YORK 10994 
~ARCH 23RD, 198~ 

IT IS IMPERATIVE THAT YOU RECONSIDER YOUR COMMENTS ABOUT 
WHY YOU ARE CHOOSING NOT TO VISIT DACHAU CONCENTRATION CAMP 
WHEN YOU COMMEMORATE V-E DAY IN ~AY OF THIS YEAR. I AM 
CERTAIN THAT YOU ARE UNAWARE OF THE INACCURACIES AS WELL AS 
THE IMPLICATIONS. PLEASE ALLOW ME TO EXPLAIN. 

YOU SAID THAT YOU PREFER NOT • ••. REAWAKENING THE 
MEMORIES AND SO FORTH ..• • AS A SOCIAL STUDIES TEACHER, I HAVE 
SPENT 16 YEARS OF MY LIFE TEACHING MY STUDENTS ABOUT EVENTS 
FOR WHICH THEY COULD NOT POSSIBLY HAVE ANY MEMORY PRECISELY 
FOR THE REASON YOU CLAI~ IT UNNECESSARY - BECAUSE PEOPLE 
FORGET. WE ~UST NEVER FORGET THE DEPTHS OF DEPRAVITY THAT 
PEOPLE CAN SINK TO IF BIGOTRY AND ANTI-SEMITISM ARE ALLOWED 
TO GO UNCHECKED. HEIGHTS OF ACCOMPLISHMENT AND DEPTHS OF 
DEPRAVITY-THIS IS THE CORE OF HUMAN BEHAVIOR AND HISTORY. 70 
EMPHASIZE ONE AND IGNORE THE OTHER IS INACCURATE HISTORY. I 
CANNOT IMAGINE A CEREMONY COMMEMORATING THE CIVIL WAR IN OUR 
OWN COUNTRY AND NOT MENTIONING SLAVERY! THE PURPOSE OF 
POINTING OUT THE NEGATIVE EXPERIENCE IS NOT TO ENCOURAGE 
BITTER FEELINGS, BUT TO USE IT PUBLICLY TO MAKE THE STATEMENT 
THAT WE WILL NOT TOLERATE INJUSTICE ANYWHERE. SURELY, YOU 
COULD HAVE USED THE CONTRAST TO FURTHER DEMOCRATIC AIMS. 

FURTHER, I AM PUZZLED BY YOUR STATEMENT THAT • ••. SINCE 
THE BERMAN PEOPLE HAVE VERY FEW ALIVE THAT REMEMBER EVEN 
<SIC> THE WAR, AND CERTAINLY NONE OF THEM WHO WERE ADULTS AND 

PARTICIPATING IN ANY WAY ••• AND THEY HAVE A GUILT FEELING 
THAT'S BEEN IMPOSED UPON THEM ... • THIS IS OBVIOUSLY UNTRUE. 
NOT ONLY ARE THERE HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS OF REGULAR CITIZENS 
WHO STORMED THEIR JEWISH NEIGHBORS' HOMES AND BURNED THE 
SYNAGOGUES AND BRUTALIZED THE JEWISH PEOPLE DURING THE 
HOLOCAUST STILL ALIVE, BUT EVEN IN GERMANY THE SCHOOL 
CHILDREN ARE NOT BEING TAUGHT ABOUT WHAT HAPPENED TO THE 
JEWISH PEOPLE! 

I PERSONALLY FEEL GUILT AND SHAME FOR THE ACTIONS OF THE 
HUMAN RACE DURING HITLER'S REIGN AND I WAS NOT EVEN ALIVE 
THEN. WE ARE ALL RESPONSIBLE FOR THE ACTIONS OF ALL OF 
US-UNLESS WE DO EVERYTHING IN OUR POWER TO STOP INJUSTICE AND 
INTOLERANCE. YOU HAVE AN OPPORTUNITY TO USE YOUR POSITION 
AND PRESTIGE TO GIVE A CLEAR SIGNAL TO THE WORLD THAT THE 
PERSECUTION OF THE JEWS WILL NEVER AGAIN BE TOLERATED. 

YES, PRAISE THE GROWTH OF GERMAN DEMOCRACY, ENCOURAGE 
THE CONTINUANCE OF STRONG ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL TIES; BUT 
VISIT THE UNMARKED GRAVES AT DACHAU AND REMEMBER. 

RESPECTFULLY YOURS, 
RITA JACOBS 
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JEWISII FEDERATIOJ'Y OF GREATER DALLAS 
7800 Northaven Road, Suite A 

214 369-3313 

Dallas, Texas 7 5230 

Arnold N. Sweet, President ~;J 
11arold Kleinman, Vice President , 
Herbert Rosenthal , Vice President t 
Howard Schultz, Vice President ~ 1 · 
Andrea Weinstein, Secretary , 
Andrea Statman, Treasurer 

~~;~~ti~/6f;~~t~~w. csw President Ronald Reagan 
President of the United 
The White House 

Ziona Balaban, ACSW 
Assistant Executive Director 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Leone Abrams 
Richard Albert 
Martin E. Auerbach 
Rabbi Saul P. Besser 
Michael Block 
Robert Blumenthal 
Ken Bruder 
Linda Cackin 

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D. C. 20515 

Dear Mr. President, 

April 

States of America 

16, 1985 

Martin Cohen 
Lawrence Cohen 
Sandy Donsky 
Robert Epstein 
Sanford Fagadau 
Rabbi Edward Fe instein 
Jacob Fe ldman 

I strongly urge you to reconsider your visit to the 
Bitburg Cemetery where members of the SS are buried. 

J im Gerhardt 
Roslyn Goldstein 
Rabbi Mark Goodman 
Edward C. Greene 
Rabb i Sholom Groesberg 
Rabbi Ri chard 11arkavy 
Adlene Harrison 
Howard Herskowitz 
Gary Hoffman 
Ynette 11ogue 
Mel Isaacs 
Michael Jacobs 
Dr. Norman Kaplan 
Rabbi Gerald J. Klein 
Sandy Kress 
Dr . Melvyn Lerman 
Bernard Levy 
Rabbi Ell en Lewis 
Bruce Lipshy 
Martin Litwin 
Leslie Lucks 
Dr. Sol Lurie 
Ronald Mankoff 
Fred Margolin 
Sol Munves 
Janis Music 
Carol Newberger 
Rabbi Jordan S. orseyer 
Rabbi Levi A. Olan 
Chery l Pollman 
Dr. 11arlan Pollock 
Robert Pollock 
Stanley Peskind 
Leon Rabin 
Rabbi Aryeh Rodin 
Bert Romberg 
Nancy Rosenberg 
Marvin Rubenstein 
Rabbi Neil Sandler 
Fannie Schaenen 
Donald Schaffer 
Dr. All an Shulkin 
Rena Silverberg 
Phyllis Somer 
Michelle Tycher Stein 
Larry Steinberg 
Robert Swango 
Corinne Tycher 
Rabbi Stefan Weinberg 
Harvey Weiner 
Melissa Weinfeld 
Carl Weisbrod 
Ronald Weiss 
Mark Werbner 
Donald Zahn 
Rabbi Max Zucker 

PAST PRESIDENTS 
Sig H. Badt 
Henri L. Bromberg, Jr. 
Ervin Donsky 
Nolan Glazer 
Judge Irving Goldberg 
Irvin J. Jaffe 
Sherman M. Kaplan 
Sol Levine 
Murray Munves 
Morris P. Newberger 
Dr. Stanley C. Pearle 
Everett Rosenberg 
Morton Sanger 
Bernard Schaenen 
Ann Sikora 
Ernest Wadel 

MEMBER 

We must remember our past, both good and bad, in the 
hope of living a more peaceful future. If we blot 
out horrors , like the Holocaust, which evoke guilt, 
sadness, outrage, we surely will live to see it happen 
once again . 

Sincere ly , 

~~ 
Laurie Strom 
Campaign Associate 

Council of Jewish Federations, Community Counci l of Greater Dallas, National Jewish Community Relations Advisory Council, United Way of Metropolitan Dallas 
LOCAL CONSTITUENT AGENCIES 
Golden Acres-Dallas Nome for Jewish Aged , Jewish Community Center of Dallas, Jewish Family Service 
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TIME 
I N CO R P ORA T E D 

NATHANIEL LANDE 
Maga zi ne Group 

Di rec tor 

Spec ia l Projec ts 

Dear Mr. President: 

April 23 . 1985 

TIME 
LIFE 
FORTUNE 
SPORTS ILLUSTRATED 
MONEY 
PEOPLE 
DISCOVER 

It is very hard to let the events of the last week 
pass without expressing my deep concern. Your 
sense of history seems to be inaccurate, and more 
disappointing, your decision is ill-advised. 

I would hope that upon study and reflection, you 
will gain sensitivity and understanding. 
Unfortunately, your act of strengthening friendship 
with West Germany appears to be condoning 
inhumanity. We all pray that it is not part of a 
pattern. 

I A staff reply is not necessary to respond to this 
letter . Awareness of the reaction of people 
everywhere is . 

Respectfully, 

The Honorable Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, DC 

TIME & LIFE BUILDI NG.SIXTH AVENU E & 50TH STREET, NEW YORK, N. Y.10020 (212) 841-3502 



TIME, APRIL 29, 1985 

V-EDay 

After the 
Nightmare 
On the 40th anniversary of the end of the 
war in Europe, the world refuses to forget 

11 this sound and fury must seem terribly mysterious to Ronald Reagan-

A a national uproar over visits to a German cemetery. Are we not the fu­
ture-facing republic? Is it not right to celebrate V-E day with a show of 
American magnanimity? The nation's response has been a loud and firm 
no, but it is a no that derives from history, not from meanness of spirit. 

The nightmare of World War II is simply not to be smiled away, first be­
cause the war touched everywhere, not just the Western Front, but Piccadilly 
and the Champs Elysees and Stalingrad. Second, because it was both a war 
and a crime-6 million Jews and perhaps 4.5 million others exterminated. 
What Reagan may not understand is that cemeteries house visible ghosts. At 
Bitburg, the SS troops still rant and hunt. At Bergen-Belsen the children 
still weep. 

On May 8 of this year, all such ghosts reappear, along with the happier 
memories of relief and victory. Forty years ago, Europe emerged from six years 
in a dark and terrifying room into sudden light. There were the cheering citizens 
tossing hats in the air, and there were the dead in piles and ditches. There was 
also the promise of a peaceful future that would soon show Europe to be neither 
dead nor wholly revived. No more grandly expanding empires. No more nation­
alistic war whoops-the egotism and sentimentality of 19th century European 
romanticism having found its deadly end in the Nazis and the Fascists. Victory 
in Europe may be said to have lasted one day. Andy Rooney, then a staff writer 
for Stars and Stripes, wrote of U.S. and Soviet troops meeting and embracing at 
the Elbe: "You get the feeling of exuberance, a great new world opening up." 

So how should one celebrate V-E day 40 years later, with the Europe that 
was set free now cut in half, and much of the great new world closed tight? One 
sees little hugging at the Elbe these days. Only a few weeks ago, a Soviet soldier 
in East Germany shot and killed a U.S. military officer for trespassing. Perhaps 
V-E day requires a more sober and moderate reaction than celebration. There 
are things simply to consider: the selfless heroism of the millions who fought to 
prevent Hitler's onslaught; the cooperation of proud powers in a right and neces­
sary cause. As a practical lesson, one must also consider how quickly and easily 
the world allowed a madman to seize it by the throat. 

Then too, there is Europe to consider. Finally, after centuries, a purely Euro­
pean war is unthinkable, but the peace has difficulties. Rough times for Europe 
in 1985: high unemployment, signs of racism, terrorism, ennui . So far all the 
dreams of a unified Continent have resulted in a relatively successful economic 
alliance but not a political entity. 

There are subtler problems: How does the Continent retain the glory of its 
history and avoid functioning merely as America's antique shop? How should 
Europe and the U.S. deal with each other? "Can we never extract this tape­
worm of Europe from the brain of our countrymen?" asked Ralph Waldo Em­
erson in 1860. World War II performed the extraction. The U.S., a child of Eu­
rope, became an uncomfortable parent, uncomfortable in part because it is 
often· right. 

Still, there is something to consider that has only a tangential connection with 
geopolitical repositionings but has a direct relationship to Reagan's unfortunate 
blunders of the past few weeks. Whatever the victory in Europe represented, it was 
centrally the triumph over pitiless evil. A-British journalist who witnessed the liber­
ation of Bergen-Belsen wrote in his dispatch: "It is my duty to describe something 
beyond the imagination of mankind." But the death camps were not beyond the 
imagination of people; they were the inventions of people. That is what the world 
refuses to forget. -By Roger Rosenblatt 
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TowN of IR0NdEQuoi1 

Hon. Ronald Wilson Reagan 
President of the United States 
White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washing ton , D. C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

April 19, 1985 

Our town of more than 60,000 persons is not unlike 
many towns across our great nation . Irondequoit is a melt­
ing pot of many ethnic groups , of many relig ions , of many 
cultures. 

Yet as diverse a group as we are, we stand united 
on issues of humanity and compassion. Some of our citizens 

t/are concerned about your upcoming visit in Germany to the 
I ,resting grounds of storm troopers from·"' World War II. 

In light of the concerns of these persons, as well 
as others across our land , we ask that you take all facts 

1 into consideration before you make your visit. 

The people of the Town of Irondequoit thank y ou 
for your time and consideration. 

ECM/mk 

cc : Frank Horton 
Fred Ecke rt 
Al D'Amato 
Daniel Moynihan 

1280 TITUS AVENUE, ROCHESTER, NEW YORK 14617, PHONE: (716) 467-8840 
AN EQUAL OPPORTUN!TY EMPLOYER 
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Arden Group, Inc 

BER ARD BRISKIN 

President 

l 

Apri 1 23, 1985 

The President 
The 1~hite House 
Washington, DC 20500 

My Dear Mr. President: 

I recently wrote to you regarding my 
objections to your visiting the West 
German military cemetery at Bitburg. 

Enclosed is an editorial from the LOS 
ANGELES TIMES of April 23, 1985, which 
expresses the views of many of your 
constituents as to why you should not 
make th· visit . 

cc: Alan Cranston 
Senator Pete Wilson 
Congressman Anthony Beilenson 

9595 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 212, Beverly Hills, California 90212, (213) 858-1574 



LOS ANGELES TIMES 
Tuesday, April 23, 1985 

What the SS Was All .About 
Time that works to heal wounds can also weaken 

memories that deserve to be kept strong. President 
Reagan, who should know better, has suggested 
that the SS graves in the West German military 
cemetery that he plans to visit next month are 
those of very young men, children . almost, 
impressed into service in the last months of the 
war and free from any association with the crimes 
of the Nazi era. The President has even suggested 

: that those buried at the Bitburg cemetery, like 
: ·those who died in the concentration camps during 
< the. Nazi period, are equally victims of Hitlerism. 
· :To _believe this is utterly to miss the point of what 
··~the. SS was all about and what the controversy 
: over Bitburg involves. ' 
: Who is buried at Bitburg is unimportant. It is the 
SS insignia on certain graves there that are of 

: paramount significance, and it is these that make a 
· presidential pilgrimage to the site inconceivable. 
· The world knows nothing of the SS men buried at 
Bitburg. It knows more than can ever be 
comprehended about what the SS stood for and 
what crimes it committed. The SS graves · at 

. Bitburg are the stark symbol of the horror that 
- · descended on Europe when it fell under Nazi 
· · domination. The SS, in its several roles, embodied 

the unspeakable evil of that era. 
: The SS ran the concentration and extermination 
camps, as everyone knows. It was responsible for 
mass murder, organized and carried out on a scale 

unique in history. Jews were the primary though 
by no means the exclusive victims of the SS. While 
6 million Jews perished at the hands of the Nazis, 
millions of non-Jews were also deliberately killed 
along with them. Not · all died in the camps. The 
grisly work of the SS was conducted in the field 
as well. 

By the end of the war the military arm of the 
SS-the Waffen SS-totaled 39 divisions. These 
were Hitler's elite, carefully selected for their 

· loyalty, their fanaticism, their brutality. Where 
they went terrorism and atrocities followed-in 
Poland, in Czechoslovakia, in France, in Russia, in 
Belgium. It was an SS officer who gave the order 
near Malmedy in Belgium to slaughter U.S. 
prisoners of war-"Machen alle kaput." It was SS 
men who obeyed that order and murdered more 
than 200 Americans. 

The controversy over Reagan's planned visit to 
Bitburg and the homage that he will pay there is 
hardly only a "Jewish" issue. Neither does it touch 
only the victims of Nazism and those who fought 
the war against it, It is above all a moral issue, 
posing a choice between respect for the enormous 
tragedy of the near past and the satisfaction of 
transient political interest. For the President to go 
to Bitburg would be not just inappropriate but also 
wrong. For the Pre.sident to pay his respects near 
SS gravesites would be not just a blunder but also 
an insult to humane values. 
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Dear Gordon: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 8, 1985 

Thank you for sharing with us your views concerning the President1s State 
Visit to the Federal Republic of Germany. We fully understand the depth 
of your concerns and assure you the President1s feelings about the crimes 
against humanity perpetrated by the Nazi regime are no less deeply felt. 
President Reagan has attempted to make absolutely clear during his visit 
the revulsion all Americans feel for the horrors which were committed in 
the name of the German state and our determination not to forget them. 
As you know, his itinerary included a ceremony at Bergen-Belsen concen­
tration camp in order to pay homage to all those who perished at the hands 
of the Nazis. As he said on the anniversary of the liberation of that camp 
April 21, there can and should be no absolution. 

President Reagan is certain you agree that, as part of our efforts to learn 
from the experiences of this dark era , we must not reject opportunities for 
reconciliation. The President was asked by Chancellor Kohl to pay a visit 
to a German military cemetery in Bitburg, and he has honored that request. 

For four decades, the Federal Republic of Germany has faced up to the guilt 
and responsibilities of its Nazi past and has, in countless ways, demonstrated 
concretely its commitment to democratic ideals and human rights, including 
standing shoulder to shoulder with us in the Alliance in defense of freedom. 
With particular regard to the younger generation in Germany, it is important 
to demonstrate that, while we continue to hold the nation responsible for its 
past, we do not consider them to bear individual responsibility for the crimes 
of Nazism. 

Let me make clear that the President does not consider his appearance at 
Bitburg to represent an act of forgiveness for those crimes, but rather one 
of acknowledgment of the democratic society the German people have built. 
He considers this to be a positive gesture which in no way detracts from 
his full and heartfelt commitment to remember and honor the victims of the 
Holocaust and the American soldiers who gave their lives to defeat the Nazi 
regime and its crimes . 

Sincerely, 

M. B. Oglesby, Jr. 
Assistant to the President 

The Honorable Gordon J. Humphrey 
United States Senate 
Washington, D . C . 20510 

MBO/STATE/NSC/KRJ/ech-MBOJ 
cc: Will Ball, Cong. Affrs. J 



/ ~DON J . HUMPHREY 

..._ ____.lF-w . HAMPSHIRE 

WASHINGTON , D . C . 20510 

April 24, 1985 

Dear Mr. President, 

You are correct that generations of 
Germans born since WWII should not be made 
to bear the sins of their predecessors. 
And you are right that some gesture of 
reconciliation is in order. 

However, I urge that some gesture 
be found that does not give the appearance 
of condoning the crime against humanity 
which was the Holocaust. 

With warm regards, I am 

Sincerely yours, 

The Honorable Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 



TFF WHITE HOUSE 
CORPESPONDENCF TRACKING WORKSFEET 

INCOMil\TG 

DATE RECEIVED: APRIL 26, 1985 

NAME OF CORRESPONDENT: TFE FONORABLE AL SWIFT 

SUBJECT: REQUESTS A CFANGE TO TFE ITINERARY OF TFE 
VISIT TO WEST GERMANY 

ID# 301957 

ROUTE TO: 
OFFICE/AGENCY (STAFF NAME) 

ACTION 

ACT DATE 
CODE YY/M~~/DD 

DISPOSITION 

TYPE C COMPLETED 
RESP D YY /~~M/DD 

M. B. OGLESBY ORG 
REFERRAL NOTE: 

PEFERFAL l\TOTE: 

REFERRAL NOTE: 

REFERRAL NOTE: 

REFERRAL NOTE: 

COMMENTS: 

_ /_/_ 

_ / ____ _ 
_ !_!_ ---

_ /_I ___ _ 

_/_/ _ 
- _/_/ _ 

_!_! _ 

_!_! _ 

-----------------------------------

ADDITIONAL CORPESPONDENTS: MEDIA:L INDIVIDUAL CODES: 1230 

MAIL USER CODES: (A) (B) ( C) ------ ------ ------

********************************************************************* 
*ACTION CODES: 
* 

*DISPOSITION CODES: 
* 

*A-APPROPRIATE ACTION *A-ANSWERED 
*C-COMMENT/RECOM *B-NON-SPEC-REFERRAL 
*D-DRAFT RESPONSE *C-CQr,1PLETED 

*OUTGOil\TG * 
* CORRESPONDENCE: * 
*TYPE RESP=INITIALS * 
* OF SIGNER * 
* CODE = A * 
*COMPLETED = DATE OF * *F-FURNISH FACT SHEET *S-SUSPENDED 

*I-INFO COPY/NO ACT NEC* 
*R-DIRECT REPLY W/COPY * 
*S-FOR-SIGNATURE * 
*X-INTERIM REPLY * 

* 
* 
* 
* 

OUTGOING* 
* 
* 
* 

********************************************************************* 

REFER QUESTIONS AND ROUTING UPDATES TO CENTRAL REFERENCE 
(ROOM 79,OEOB) EXT. 2590 
KEEP THIS WORKSHEET ATTACHED TO THE ORIGINAL INCOMING 
LETTER AT ALL TIMES AND SEND COMPLETED RECORD TO RECORDS 
MANAGEMENT. 



.- . - ·..,. u . 

' , 

Dear Al: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 8, 1985 

Thank you for sharing vyith us your views concerning the President's State 
Visit to . the Federal Republic of Germany. We fully understand the depth 
of your concerns and assure you the President's feelings about the crimes 
against humanity perpetrated by the Nazi regime are no less deeply felt. 
President Reagan has attempted to make absolutely clear during his visit 
the revulsion all Americans feel for the horrors which were committed in 
the name of the German state and our determination not to forget them. 
As you know, his itinerary included a ceremony at Bergen-Belsen concen­
tration camp in order to pay homage to all those who perished at the hands 
of the Nazis. As he said on the anniversary of the liberation of that camp 
April 21, there can and should be no absolution. 

President Reagan is ,certain you agree that, as part of our efforts to learn 
from the experiences of this dark era, we must not reject opportunities for 
reconciliation . The President was asked by Chancellor Kohl to pay a visit 
to a German military cemetery in Bit burg, and he has honored that request. 

For four decades, the Federal Republic of Germany has faced up to the guilt 
and responsibilities of its Nazi past and has, in countless ways, demonstrated 
concretely its commitment to democratic ideals and human rights, including 
standing shoulder to shoulder with us in the Alliance in defense of freedom. 
With particular regard to the younger generation in Germany, it is important 
to demonstrate that, while we continue to hold the nation responsible for its 
past, we do not consider them to bear individual responsibility for the crimes 
of Nazism. 

Let me make clear that the President does not consider his appearance at 
Bitburg to represent an act of forgiveness for those crimes, but rather one 
of acknowledgment of the democratic society the German people have built. 
He considers this to be a positive gesture which in no way detracts from 
his full and heartfelt commitment to remember and honor the victims of the 
Holocaust and the American soldiers who gave their lives to defeat the Nazi 
regime and its crimes . 

The Honorable Al Swift 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 20515 

Sincerely, 

M . B . Oglesby, Jr. 
Assistant to the President 

_____ ,. ___ , _., ___________ _ 
MBO/STATE/NSC/KRJ/ech-M1}08 
cc: Will Ball, Cong. Affrs .-,,/ 
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The Honorable Ronald Reagan 
President 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

1502 L ONGW ORTH HOUSE OFFICE ButLDING 

WASHINGTON, D .C. 2 05 15 

(202) 225-2605 

April 24, 1985 

C H A IRMAN, 

TAS K F ORCE O N ELECTIONS 

I wish to respectfully ask you to rethink plans you hav~ ,2c1~e concerning 
your forthcoming trip to West Germany. I think I understand your intent in 
trying to emphasize reconciliation between our nation and the West German 
Republic. And I could support that intent. 

However, the careless, unthinking and ultimately disastrous way in which the 
plans unfolded require a new and different approach. The sensitivities of 
Jewish Americans who are concerned that we never forget the awful lessons of the 
Holocaust, the sensitivities of Americans who served or sent their sons and 
daughters to fight against the Nazis in Europe, and the sensitivities of every 
American who is willing to reach out the hand of friendship to modern Germany 
but who will not forgive or forget the horrors Nazi Germany forced on a peaceful 
world--those sensitivities have been trampled by the itinerary announced by your 
Administration. 

I urge you to do everything you can to chan e ou.r. 
th - Holocaust, honor the modern, democratic ally that is West Germany, and 
proper trio ute to all of those--Germans, Americans and Jews--who fought to 
all men free. 

AS/ds 

THIS STATI O N E RY P RINTED O N PAPE R M ADE WITH RECYCLED FIBERS 
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State Representative 

Legislative District No. 11 

ROBERT E . SCHAEFER 

.i ---- -



State Representative 

ROBERT E . SCHAEFER 

P .O . Box 55, 1200 E . Karcher 

Nampa, Idaho 83653 

--
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June 25, 1985 

Dear Miss Jacob: 

President Reagan has asked me to acknowledge your message 
and you~ deep concern. Although this response has been 
delayed, I can assure you that the President understands 
the personal sense of pain you expressed as a relative of 
those who perished in the Holocaust. 

The President has asked me to send you the enclosed tran­
scripts of his remarks at the Bergen-Belsen Concentration 
Camp and at Bitburg Air Base. He hopes that they will help 
you understand his conviction, asserted anew following his 
visit to Bergen-Belsen, "We will never forget, and we say 
with the victims of that Holocaust: Never again." 

With the President's best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

Anne Higgins 
Special Assistant to the President 

and Director of Correspondence 

Miss Nancy s. Jacob 
President 
The Generation After 
Post Office Box 7478 
J'lver Spring, MD 20907 

/ Enclosures 

AVH:CAD:AVH:sewf3 
ConBB4 (AVHNON) 



______ The Generation After 

v( 
(\ . \ President Ronald Reagan 

(\ The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

April 22 , 1985 

We are the sons and daughters of Jewish Holocaust survivors . Our organization, 
the Generation After, represents over 300 such persons in the Washington, D.C. area . 

With regard to your upcoming trip to West Germany, we were both saddened and 
alarmed to hear of your decision to visit Bitburg cemetary wherein lie the remains 
of those who inflicted such suffering and barbarism on our relatives . It is 
especially incongruous that you should choose to visit a cemetary when in fact we 
cannot visit the cemetaries of our grandparents, aunts , uncles, cousins and young 
brothers and sisters who were robbed of the chance to grow into adulthood . Their 
cemetaries are the crematoria , ditches , fields and places that are known only to 
the Eternal . We cannot honor their memory by visiting their gravesites for they 
have none . 

We implore you , Mr . President , to consider the pain that we bear for our slain 
relatives who have no final resting place and who shall therefore know no eternal 
peace . 

Your goal of emphasizing harmonious relations between the governments of the 
United States and West Germany is to be lauded . Yet there are ways of demonstrating 
that commitment without inflicting pain on the memories of those who can no longer 
speak and without causing pain for those of us who must do so on their behalf . 

Mr. President , you are a man of conscience . Please search deeply into yours. 
A decision not to visit the Bitburg cemetary is the only right and honorable one . 

\ 

Sincerely , 

~~~~r 
President 

P.O. Box 7478 • Silver Spring, Maryland 20907 
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3Jrwis4 Wtat4trs Assnriatinn 
To Promote the Religious, Social and Moral Welfare of Children 

45 EAST 33rd STREET, NEW YORK, N.Y . 10016 • 684-0556 

April 18, 1985 

President Ronald W. Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

We of the Jewish Teachers Association are outraged by 
your decision to visit the Bitburg Cemetery containing 
the graves of men of the SS. The victims of these 
men did not die as an accident of war. Rather, the 
SS systematically sort to e x terminate them. They 
are the victims - not the men who sort to destroy 
them. The SS killed millions - Jews and non-Jews 
alike. Therefore, it is an affront to all people 
for you to honor them in any way. 

On behalf of the 10,000 members of the Jewish Teachers 
Association, I ask you to reconsider your decision and 
not carry out these plans which show a great insensi­
tivity for the feelings of so many people. 

PLP:rl 

Respectfully, 

Phyllis L. Pullman 
President 
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President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, D, C. 

Dear Mr. President, 

April 21, 1985 

Following the impassioned plea of Elie Wiesel 
I do not delude myself that my letter to you can 
dissuade you from visiting the Bitburg cemetary. 
Nevertheless my duty is to try. 

As the moral leader of the world the United 
States commits a grievous wrong should it choose to 
stand amongst the graves of the SS murderers of 
innocent civilian men, women and children. Should 
you do so Mr, President, you will stand there in 
shame and dishonor and convey to all that the morals 
of this country can be compromised for the sake of 
so called political expediency. 

Cannot a blunder be recognized and rectified by 
a simple explanation to the German people and to the 
world which is watching you in this matter and by some 
alternative gesture of reconciliation? Are not the range 
of choices for gestures of reconciliation infinite or 
are we limited by our own self-imposed restriction? 

cc: Hon. Patrick R. Moynihan 
Hon. Benjamin R. Gilman 

Respectfully, 

#Jdi~' ~ .,,,~~---~~;{..,.<., ...... 
Herbert I, Weissman 
Chairman, Holocaust Remembrance 

Committee 
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ID# 301974 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

CORFESPONDENCE TRACKING WORKSHEET 

INCOMING 

DATE RECEIVED: APRIL 26, 1985 

NAME OF CORRESPONDENT: MR. MYRON W. WA.SYLYK 

SUBJECT: SUPPORTS VISIT TO THE BITBURG CEMETERY IN 
WEST GERMAJ\TY 

ROUTE TO: 
OFFICE/AGENCY (STAFF NAME) 

LINAS KOJELIS 

~('REFERRAL 

::)REFERRAL 

NOTE: 

NOTE: 

REFERRAL f\TOTE: 

REFERRAL f\TOTE: 

REFERRAL NOTE: 

COMMENTS: 

ACTION DISPOSITION 

ACT DATE TYPE 
CODE YY/MM/DD RESP 

C COMPLETED 
D YY/MM/DD 

---- --- - ---- -
__ e~<&(ZZ ORG 85/04/26 

~ c;~1c!J16f_· _cf;f1U11.2_~ 

_ /_/_ 

_ /_/ ___ _ 

I ---
_/_! _ 

_/_/ _ 

---------------------------------

ADDITIONAL CORRESPONDENTS: l\'TEDIA:L INDIVIDUAL CODES: 

PL MAIL USER CODES: (A) ( B) ( C) ------ ------ ------

********************************************************************* 
* ACTI 01'1 CODES : 
* 

*DISPOSITION CODES: 
* 

*A-APPROPRIATE ACTION *A-ANSWERED 
*C-COMMEMT /RECCM *B-~TON-SPEC-RFFFRRAL 
*D-DRAFT RESPONSE *C-COMPLETED 
*F-FUF~ISH FACT SHEET *S-SUSPENDED 
*I-INFO COPY/NO ACT NFC* 
*R-DIRECT REPLY W/COPY * 
*S-FOF-SIGNATURE * 
*X-INTERIM REPLY * 

*OUTGOING * 
* CORRESPONDENCE: * 
*TYPE RESP=INITIALS * 
* OF SIGNER * 
* CODE= A * 
*COMPLETED= DATE OF * 
* OUTGOING* 
* 
* 
* 

* 
* 
* 

********************************************************************* 

REFER QUESTIONS AND ROUTING UPDATES TO CENTRAL REFERENCE 
(ROOM 79,OEOB) EXT. 2590 
KEEP THIS WORKSHEET ATTACHED TO THE ORIGINAL INCOMING 
LETTER AT ALL TIMES AND SEND COMPLETED RECORD TO RECORDS 
MANAGEMENT. 



:.. 

p vY . P-t · ,J ..;P -
jlj ~RESIDIOM OF THE NATIONAL 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE: 

IGNATIUS M. BILLINSKY 
President 

WOLODYMYR MASUR 
First Vice President 

JOSEPH LESA WYER 
Vice President 

ASKOLD LOZYNSKY 
Vice President 

GEORGE NESTERCHUK 
Vice President 

MICHAEL SNIHUROWYCH 
Vice President 

DARIA STEPANIAK 
Vice President 

BOHDAN FEDORAK 
Vice President 

MYROSLAW CHARKEWYCH 
Vice President 

!HOR DLABOHA 
Secretary 

JOHNTELUK 
Treasurer 

OLEXA KAL YNNYK 

MYKOLA SEMANYSHYN 

~krainimt 0Iongre11 Grommittu nf ~merica, ~nc. 

NATIONAL OFFICE: 
203 Second Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10003 
Phone (212) 228-6840/6841 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

WASHINGTON OFFICE: 
810 18th St NW, Suite 807 
Washington, D.C. 20006 
Phone (202) 638-0988 

April 25, 1985 

I am writing you on behalf of Mr. Ignatius Billinsky 
and the Ukrainian Congress Committee of America regarding 
your upcoming visit to Bitburg . 

It is the sense of the Ukrainian Congress Committee 
of America that this and future generations of Germans 
should not be held responsible, in perpetuity, for the 
actions of a renegade few. 

We must recognize Germany's progress since World War 
II and the fact that Germany is our strongest ally and main­
stay in NATO. 

We feel that the need to remember the tragedy of the 
Holocaust can be fully met by your concurrent visit to Bit­
burg. Furthermore, West German Chancellor Helmut Kohl and 
his government have taken appropriate steps to memorialize 
the tragedy as a nation to ensure that such an abhoration .. does 
not recur. 

Ukrainians and other na tional and ethnic groups were 
victims of the Nazis, but as Americans we feel it is vital 
for the United States to strengthen its ties with Germany. 
We therefore support your visit to the Bitburg cemetary as 
a symbol of mutual respect between the people of the United 
States and Germany. 

Sincerely, 

Wasy(1~2 
Myron 
Director 

· Washington Office 

Member: National Captive Nations Committee (NCNC) 
U.S. Council for World Freedom 

· ·• 




