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THIS MEMORIAL IS DEDICATED TO ALL _
WHO PERISHED IN THE NAZI CONCENTRATION
CAMPS DURING WORLD WAR 1!

Nandor Lazar,
Holocaust Survivor
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THE SINGLE CANDLE HONORS THOSE NON-JEWS
 WHO ALSO PERISHED IN.-THE CAMPS . . -



















THE WHITE HOUSE

" WASHINGTON

May 8, 1985

Dear Ben:

Thank you for sharing with us your views and those of your constit
concerning the President's State Visit to the Federal Republic of Ger
We fully understand the depth of your concerns and assure you the
dent's feelings about the crimes against humanity perpetrated by the
regime are no less deeply felt. President Reagan has attempted to 1
absolutely clear during his visit the revulsion all Americans feel for
horrors which were committed in the name of the German state and ¢
determination not to forget them. As you know, his itinerary incluc
a ceremony at Bergen-Belsen concentration camp in order to pay hor
to all those who perished at the hands of the Nazis. As he said on
anniversary of the liberation of that camp April 21, there can and s
be no absolution.

President Reagan is certain you agree that, as part of our efforts t«
from the experiences of this dark era, we must not reject opportuni
reconciliation. The President was asked by Chancellor Kohl to pay .
to a German military cemetery in Bitburg, and he has honored that :

For four decades, the Federal Republic of Germany has faced up to
and responsibilities of its Nazi past and has, in countless ways, den
concretely its commitment to democratic ideals and human rights, inc
standing shoulder to shoulder with us in the Alliance in defense of 1
With particular regard to the younger generation in Germany, it is i
to demonstrate that, while we continue to hold the nation responsible
past, we do not consider them to bear individual responsibility for t
of Nazism.

Let me make clear that the President does not consider his appearan
Bitburg to represent an act of forgiveness for those crimes, but rat
of acknowledgment of the democratic society the German people have
He considers this to be a positive gesture which in no way detracts
his full and heartfelt commitment to remember and honor the victims
Holocaust and the American soldiers who gave their lives to defeat t
regime and its crimes.

Sincerely,

M. B. Oglesby, Jr.
Assistant to the President

....The Honarable Beniamin A. Gilman

MBO/STATE/NSC/KRJ/ech-MBGO8
cc: Will Ball, Cong. Affrs.






21 CONTINENTAL DRIVE
WEST NYACK, NEW YORK 10994
MARCH 23RD, 1985

PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN
7THE WHITE #OUSE
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20500

DEAR MR. PRESIDENT:

IT IS IMPERATIVE THAT YOU RECONSIDER YOUR COMMENTS ABOUT
WHY YOU ARE CHOOSING NOT TO VISIT DACHAU CONCENTRATION CAMP
WHEN YOU COMMEMORATE V-£ DAY IN AMAY OF THIS YEAR. I AM
CERTAIN THAT YOU ARE UNAWARE OF THE INACCURACIES AS WELL AS
THE IMPLICATIONS. APLEASE ALLOW ME TO EXPLAIN.

YOU SAID THAT YOU PREFER NOT *...REAWAKENING THE
MEMORIES AND SO FORTH..."™ AS A SOCIAL STUDIES TEACHER, I HAVE
SPENT 1& YEARS OF MY LIFE TEACHING MY STUDENTS ABOUT EVENTS
FOR WHICH THEY COULD NOT POSSIBLY HAVE ANY MEMORY PRECISELY
FOR THE REASON YOU CLAIM IT7T UNNECESSARY - BECAUSE PEOPLE
FORGET. WE MUST NEVER FORGET THE DEPTHS OF DEPRAVITY THAT
PEOPLE CAN SINK TO IF BIGOTRY AND ANTI-SEMITISM ARE ALLOWED
TO GO UNCHECKED. #EIGHTS OF ACCOMPLISHMENT AND DEPTHS OF
DEPRAVITY-THIS 1S THE CORE OF HUMAN BEHAVIOR AND HISTORY. 70

EMPHASIZE ONE AND IGNORE THE OTHER IS INACCURATE HISTORY. I
CANNOT IMAGINE A CEREMONY COMMEMORATING THE CIVIL WAR IN OUR
OWN COUNTRY AND NOT MENTIONING SLAVERY! THE PURPOSE OF

POINTING OUT THE NEGATIVE EXPERIENCE IS NOT TO ENCOURAGE
BITTER FEELINGS, BUT TO USE IT PUBLICLY TO MAKE THE STATEMENT
THAT WE WILL NOT TOLERATE INJUSTICE ANYWHERE. SURELY, YOU
COULD HAVE USED THE CONTRAST TO FURTHER DEMOCRATIC AIMS.
FURTHER, I AM PUZZLED BY YOUR STATEMENT THAT *...SINCE
THE GERMAN PEOPLE HAVE VERY FEW ALIVE THAT REMEMBER EVEN
(SIC) THE WAR, AND CERTAINLY NONE OF THEM WHO WERE ADULTS AND
PARTICIPATING IN ANY WAY...AND THEY HAVE A GUILT FEELING

. THAT’S BEEN IMPOSED UPON THEM..." 7HIS IS OBVIOUSLY UNTRUE.

NOT ONLY ARE THERE HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS OF REGULAR CITIZENS
WHO STORMED THEIR JEWISH NEIGHBORS’® HOMES AND BURNED THE
SYNAGOGUES AND BRUTALIZED THE JEWISH PEOPLE DURING THE
#OLOCAUST STILL ALIVE, BUT EVEN 1IN 6&GERMANY THE SCHOOL
CHILDREN ARE NOT BEING TAUGHT ABOUT WHAT HAPPENED TO THE
JEWISH PEOPLE'!

I PERSONALLY FEEL GUILT AND SHAME FOR THE ACTIONS OF THE
HUMAN RACE DURING #ITLER'S REIGN AND I WAS NOT EVEN ALIVE
THEN. WE ARE ALL RESPONSIBLE FOR THE ACTIONS OF ALL OF
US-UNLESS WE DO EVERYTHING IN OUR POWER TO STOP INJUSTICE AND
INTOLERANCE. YOU HAVE AN OPPORTUNITY TO USE YOUR POSITION
AND PRESTIGE TO GIVE A CLEAR SIGNAL TO THE WORLD THAT THE
PERSECUTION OF THE JEWS WILL NEVER AGAIN BE TOLERATED.

YES, PRAISE THE GROWTH OF 6ERMAN DEMOCRACY, ENCOURAGE
THE CONTINUANCE OF STRONG ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL TIES; BUT
VISIT THE UNMARKED GRAVES AT DACHAU AND REMEMBER.

RESPECTFULLY YOURS,
RITA JACOBS
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April 19, 1985

Hon. Ronald Wilson Reagan
President of the United States
White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D. C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

Our town of more than 60,000 persons is not unlike
many towns across our great nation. Irondequoit is a melt-
ing pot of many ethnic groups, of many religions, of many
cultures.

Yet as diverse a group as we are, we stand united
on issues of humanity and compassion. Some of our citizens

.are concerned about your upcoming visit in Germany to the
'resting grounds of storm troopers from World War II.

In light of the concerns of these persons, as well
as others across our land, we ask that you take all facts

' into consideration before you make your visit.

The people of the Town of Irondequoit thank you
for your time and consideration.

ECM/mk

cc: Frank Horton
Fred Eckert
Al D'Amato
Daniel Moynihan
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BERNARD BRISKIN
President

April 23, 1985

The President
The White House
Washington, DC 20500

My Dear Mr. President:

I recently wrote to you regarding my
objections to your visiting the West
German military cemetery at Bitburg.

Enclosed is an editorial from the LOS
ANGELES TIMES of April 23, 1985, which
expresses the views of many of your
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Senator EéEé Wilson
Congressman Anthony Beilenson

9595 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 212, Beverly Hills, California 90212, (218) 858-1574



LOS ANGELES TIMES
Tuesday, April 23, 1985

What the SS Was All About

Time that works to heal wounds can also weaken
memories that deserve to be kept strong. President
Reagan, who should know better, has suggested
that the SS graves in the West German military
cemetery that he plans to visit next month are
those of very young men, children. almost,
impressed into service in the last months of the
war and free from any association with the crimes
of the Nazi era. The President has even suggested

:fhat those buried at the Bitburg cemetery, like
“-those who died in the concentration camps during
“~the Nazi period, are equally victims of Hitlerism,
" “To believe this is utterly to miss the point of what
.the SS was all about and what the controversy

“over Bitburg involves. '

- Who is buried at Bitburg is unimportant. It is the
SS insignia on certain graves there that are of
- paramount significance, and it is these that make a
-presidential pilgrimage to the site inconceivable.
~The world knows nothing of the SS men buried at
Bitburg. It knows more than can ever be
comprehended about what the SS stood for and
what crimes it committed. The SS graves at

.Bitburg are the stark symbol of the horror that
-“descended on Europe when it fell under Nazi
" domination. The S8, in its several roles, embodied

the unspeakable evil of that era.

. The SS ran the concentration and extermination
. camps, as everyone knows. It was responsible for
. mass murder, organized and carried out on a scale

"unique in history. Jews were the primary though

by no means the exclusive victims of the SS. While
6 million Jews perished at the hands of the Nazis,
millions of non-Jews were also deliberately killed
along with them. Not all died in the camps. The
grisly work of the SS was conducted in the field
as well. :
By the end of the war the military arm of th

SS—the Waffen SS—totaled 39 divisions. These
were Hitler's elite, carefully selected for their

- loyalty, their fanaticism, their brutality. Where

they went terrorism and atrocities followed—in
Poland, in Czechoslovakia, in France, in Russia, in
Belgium. It was an SS officer who gave the order
near Malmedy in Belgium to slaughter U.S.
prisoners of war—‘“Machen alle kaput.” It was SS
men who obeyed that order and murdered more
than 200 Americans.

The controversy over Reagan’s planned visit to
Bitburg and the homage that he will pay there is
hardly only a “Jewish” issue. Neither does it touch
only the victims of Nazism and those who fought
the war against it. It is above all a moral issue,
posing a choice between respect for the enormous

‘tragedy of the near past and the satisfaction of

transient political interest. For the President to go
to Bitburg would be not just inappropriate but also
wrong. For the President to pay his respects near
SS gravesites would be not just a blunder but also
an insult to humane values.







THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 8, 1985

Dear Gordon:

Thank you for sharing with us your views concerning the President's State
Visit to the Federal Republic of Germany. We fully understand the depth
of your concerns and assure you the President's feelings about the crimes
against humanity perpetrated by the Nazi regime are no less deeply felt.
President Reagan has attempted to make absolutely clear during his visit
the revulsion all Americans feel for the horrors which were committed in
the name of the German state and our determination not to forget them.

As you know, his itinerary included a ceremony at Bergen-Belsen concen-
tration camp in order to pay homage to all those who perished at the hands
of the Nazis. As he said on the anniversary of the liberation of that camp
April 21, there can and should be no absolution.

President Reagan is certain you agree that, as part of our efforts to learn
from the experiences of this dark era, we must not reject opportunities for
reconciliation. The President was asked by Chancellor Kohl to pay a visit
to a German military cemetery in Bitburg, and he has honored that request.

For four decades, the Federal Republic of Germany has faced up to the guilt
and responsibilities of its Nazi past and has, in countless ways, demonstrated
concretely its commitment to democratic ideals and human rights, including
standing shoulder to shoulder with us in the Alliance in defense of freedom.
With particular regard to the younger generation in Germany, it is important
to demonstrate that, while we continue to hold the nation responsible for its
past, we do not consider them to bear individual responsibility for the crimes
of Nazism.

Let me make clear that the President does not consider his appearance at
Bitburg to represent an act of forgiveness for those crimes, but rather one
of acknowledgment of the democratic society the German people have built.
He considers this to be a positive gesture which in no way detracts from
his full and heartfelt commitment to remember and honor the victims of the
Holocaust and the American soldiers who gave their lives to defeat the Nazi
regime and its crimes.

Sincerely,

M. B. Oglesby, Jr.
Assistant to the President

The Honorable Gordon J. Humphrey
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

MBO/STATE/NSC/KRJ/ech—MB(B%
cc: Will Ball, Cong. Affrs.









THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 8, 1985

Dear Al:

Thank you for sharing with us your views concerning the President's State
Visit to.the Federal Republic of Germany. We fully understand the depth
of your concerns and assure you the President's feelings about the crimes
against humanity perpetrated by the Nazi regime are no less deeply felt.
President Reagan has attempted to make absolutely clear during his visit
the revulsion all Americans feel for the horrors which were committed in
the name of the German state and our determination not to forget them.

As you know, his itinerary included a ceremony at Bergen-Belsen concen-
tration camp in order to pay homage to all those who perished at the hands
of the Nazis. As he said on the anniversary of the liberation of that camp
April 21, there can and should be no absolution.

President Reagan is certain you agree that, as part of our efforts to learn
from the experiences of this dark era, we must not reject opportunities for
reconciliation. The President was asked by Chancellor Kohl to pay a wvisit
to a German military cemetery in Bitburg, and he has honored that request.

For four decades, the Federal Republic of Germany has faced up to the guilt
and responsibilities of its Nazi past and has, in countless ways, demonstrated
concretely its commitment to democratic ideals and human rights, including
standing shoulder to shoulder with us in the Alliance in defense of freedom.
With particular regard to the younger generation in Germany, it is important
to demonstrate that, while we continue to hold the nation responsible for its
past, we do not consider them to bear individual responsibility for the crimes
of Nazism.

Let me make clear that the President does not consider his appearance at
Bitburg to represent an act of forgiveness for those crimes, but rather one
of acknowledgment of the democratic society the German people have built.
He considers this to be a positive gesture which in no way detracts from
his full and heartfelt commitment to remember and honor the victims of the
Holocaust and the American soldiers who gave their lives to defeat the Nazi
regime and its crimes. '

Sincerely,

M. B. Oglesby, Jr.
Assistant to the President

The Honorable Al Swift
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

MBO/STATE/NSC/KRJ/ECh-MB 8
cc: Will Ball, Cong. Affrs.\/O
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The Generation After

!/J
,556» : April 22, 1985
e
" President Ronald Reagan

The White House

Washington, D.C. 20500

Pt

%o

Dear Mr, President:

We are the sons and daughters of Jewish Holocaust survivors., Our organization,
the Generation After, represents over 300 such persons in the Washington, D.C. area.

With regard to your upcoming trip to West Germany, we were both saddened and
alarmed to hear of your decision to visit Bitburg cemetary wherein lie the remains
of those who inflicted such suffering and barbarism on our relatives. It is
especially incongruous that you should choose to visit a cemetary when in fact we
cannot visit the cemetaries of our grandparents, aunts, uncles, cousins and young
brothers and sisters who were robbed of the chance to grow into adulthood. Their
cemetaries are the crematoria, ditches, fields and places that are known only to
the Eternal, We cannot honor their memory by visiting their gravesites for they
have none,

We implore you, Mr. President, to consider the pain that we bear for our slain
relatives who have no final resting place and who shall therefore know no eternal
peace,

Your goal of emphasizing harmonious relations between the governments of the
United States and West Germany is to be lauded. Yet there are ways of demonstrating
that commitment without inflicting pain on the memories of those who can no longer
speak and without causing pain for those of us who must do so on their behalf,

Mr, President, you are a man of conscience. Please search deeply into yours,
A decision not to visit the Bitburg cemetary is the only right and honorable one.

Sincerelyv.

President

P.O. Box 7478 « Silver Spring, Maryland 20907






April 18, 1985

President Ronald W. Reagan
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

We of the Jewish Teachers Association are outraged by
your decision to visit the Bitburg Cemetery containing
the graves of men of the SS. The victims of these

men did not die as an accident of war. Rather, the

SS systematically sort to exterminate them. They

are the victims - not the men who sort to destroy
them. The SS killed millions - Jews and non-Jews
alike. Therefore, it is an affront to all people

for you to honor them in any way.

On behalf of the 10,000 members of the Jewish Teachers
Associlation, I ask you to reconsider your decision and
not carry out these plans which show a great insensi-

tivity for the feelings of so many people.

Respectfully,

Fhgrw K AR

PLP:rl Phyllis L. Pullman
President
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Temple Beth-El
o THE MONROE TEMPLE OF LIBERAL JUDAISM

PR 314 NORTH MAIN STREET MONROE. NEW YORK 10950

OreiCcy 914,783-2€
RAaBB!I'S Sty 914/782

RABBI.
DR. KURT L METZGER

PRESIDENT-

DR. JACK NIZEWITZ .
April 21, 1985

1ST VICE PRES..

HERBERT WEISSMAN

2nd VICE PRES.
DR. HARVEY FELDMAN .
President Ronald Reagan

TREASURER: :
STUART KALMANOWITZ The White House

Washington, D. C.
FINANCIAL SEC.:
JOAN BIRNBAUM

Dear resi
RECORDING SEC.: Mr. President,
CAROL GOLDSTEN

CORRESPONDING SEC.. Following the impassioned plea of Elie Wiesel

BETTY GOLDRICH I do not delude myself that my letter to you can
dissuade you from visiting the Bitburg cemetery.
Nevertheless my duty is to try.

As the moral leader of the world the United
States commits a grievous wrong should it choose to
stand amongst the graves of the SS murderers of
innocent civilian men, women and children. Should
you do so Mr. President, you will stand there in
shame and dishonor and convey to all that the morals
of this country can be compromised for the sake of
so called political expediency.

Cannot a blunder be recognized and rectified by
a simple explanation to the German people and to the
world which is watching you in this matter and by some
alternative gesture of reconciliation? Are not the range.
of choices for gestures of reconciliation infinite or
are we limited by our own self-imposed restriction?

Roanar+finl1xr.

Gh A ms W el w - — o aaa——-

Chairman, Halocaust Remembrance
Committee

cc: Hon. Patrick R. Moynihan
Hon. Benjamin R. Gilman

AFFILIATED WITH THE
UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS
“.
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;f\.,/ PRESIDIUM OF THE NATIONAL

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE:

IGNATIUS M. BILLINSKY
President

WOLODYMYR MASUR
First Vice President

JOSEPH LESAWYER
Vice President

ASKOLD LOZYNSKY
Vice President

GEORGE NESTERCHUK
Vice President

MICHAEL SNIHUROWYCH
Vice President

DARIA STEPANIAK
Vice President

BOHDAN FEDORAK
Vice President

MYROSLAW CHARKEWYCH
Vice President

IHOR DLABOHA
Secretary

JOHN TELUK
Treasurer

OLEXA KALYNNYK
MYKOLA SEMANYSHYN

Ukrainian Gongress Qonmittee of Americn, Inc.

WASHINGTON OFFICE:
810 18th St. N.W. Suite 807
Washington, D.C. 20006
Phone (202) 638-0988

NATIONAL OFFICE:

203 Second Avenue

New York, N.Y. 10003
Phone (212) 228-6840/6841

April 25, 1985

The President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

T am writing you on behalf of Mr. Ignatius Billinsky
and the Ukrainian Congress Committee of America regarding
your upcoming visit to Bitburg.

It is the sense of the Ukrainian Congress Committee
of America that this and future generations of Germans
should not be held responsible, in perpetuity, for the
actions of a renegade few.

We must recognize Germany's progress since World War
IT and the fact that Germany is our strongest ally and main-
stay in NATO.

We feel that the need to remember the tragedy of the
Holocaust can be fully met by your concurrent visit to Bit-
burg. Furthermore, West German Chancellor Helmut Kohl and
his government have taken appropriate steps to memorialize
the tragedy as a nation to ensure that such an abhoration.does
not recur.

Ukrainians and other national and ethnic groups were
victims of the Nazis, but as Americans we feel it is vital
for the United States to strengthen its ties with Germany.
We therefore support your visit to the Bitburg cemetary as
a symbol of mutual respect between the people of the United

States and Germany.
Sincerely, (i;i/ <<57

Myron W. Wasylyk
Director
"Washington Office

Member: National Captive Nations Committee (NCNC)
U.S. Council for World Freedom





