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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

June 14, 1985

De

President Reaga: :0 acknowledge your message
and your deep Cluivvaiws smawuvugh this response has been
delayed, I can assure you that the President understands
the personal sense of pain you expressed as a survivor of
the Holocaust.

The President has asked me to send you the enclosed tran-
scripts of his remarks at the Bergen-Belsen Concentration
Camp and at Bitburg Air Base. He hopes that they will help
you understand his conviction, asserted anew following his
visit to Bergen-Belsen, "We will never forget, and we say
«with the victims of that Holocaust: Never again.”

Vith the President's best wishes,

Sincerely,

Anne Higgins
Special Assistant to the President
and Director of Correspondence

(6/10/85

¥inside address¥
Enclosures -
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The Federal Republic of Germany
The Federal Chancellor

April 25, 1983

Jewish Nazi Victims
Organization of America Inc.
c/o Mr. Felix Laski

251 West 87th Street

New York, NY 10024

My Dear Mr. Laski:

Thank you very much for your letter of January 6, 1983
and your congratulations.

German-Jewish relations are especially dear to me as
as the successor of Konrad Adenguer, the first
Chancellor of Germany.

As you may know, T had at my first visit to the United
States in November of last year an extensive exchange
of opinions with representatives of different Jewish
organizations. This important dialogue I would like:
to continue in the future.

We will continue to work to ameliorate the terrible

consequences of the national socialist empire, espec-
ially for the Jewish population as far as it is possible.

You will always find with us an open ear for your
requests.

With kindest regards,



BUNDESREPUBLIK DEUTSCHLAND Bonn, den Z5iApril 1983
DER BUNDESKANZLER

Jewish Nazi Victims
Organization 6f America, Inc.
z.Hd. Herrn Felix Laski

251 wW. 87th St.

New York, New York 10024

USA

Sehr geehrter Herr Laski,

flir Thren Brief vom 6. Januar 1983 und flir Thre Gliickwlinsche

danke ich Ihnen herzlich.

Die deutsch-jldischen Beziehungen liegen mir als Nachfolger

des ersten Bundeskanzlers der Bundesrepublik Deutschland,
Konrad Adenauer, besonders am Herzen. Ich habe, wie Sie wissen,
bei meinem ersten Besuch in den Vereinigten Staaten im November
letzten Jahres in New York einen intensiven Meinungsaustausch
mit Vertretern verschiedener jiidischer Organisationen gefilihrt.
Diesen wichtigen Dialog m&chte ich auch in Zukunft fortsetzen.
Wir werden uns auch weiterhin bemiihen, die schrecklichen Folgen
der nationalsozialistischen Herrschatt gerade fiir die jldische

Bevdlkerung zu lindern, soweit dies Uberhaupt m&glich ist.

Flir IThre Anliegen werden Sie bel uns immer ein offenes Ohr

finden.

Mit freundlichen GriiBen

—~
D -
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The second reason we are writing is to ask if, when you see Chancellor
Kohl, you could add your voice to our request for a meeting with the
Chancellor, Chancellor Kohl indicated to us in a very positive letter
two years ago that he always kept an open ear to our problems and would
welcome a dialpgue., However, we have not beén able to obtain such a meeting,’
Let me point out that we were able to see Chancellor Adenauer three times,’
I am enclosing copies of the correspondence with Chancellor Kcohl and
translations,'

Thank you for your time and consideration,'
Sincerely yours,

EFDREEL

General Secretary
















THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

June 13, 13985

Dear Rabbi Zlotowitz:

On behalf of President Reagan, I wish to acknowledge receipt
of the resolution adopted by the New York Federation of
Reform Synagogues of The Union Of American Hebrew
Congregations regarding the President's decision to VlSlt
the military cemetery at Bitburg, West Germany.

Your sending of this statement is . appreciated, and the views
contained in it have been communicated to the appropriate
Administration officials. I am taking the liberty of
enclosing copies of the President's speeches at Bitburg Air
Base and the Bergen-Belsen concentration camp that you may
wish to have available for the record.

With ‘the President's best W¢QHes to you and to” the members
of your Federatlon

Since}ely,

Anne Higgins
Special Assistant to the President
and Director of Correspondence

Rabbi Bernard Zlotowitz -
Union of American Hebrew Congregations
838 Fifth Avenue

New York, NY 10021

i
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NEW YORK FEDERATION OF REFORM SYNAGOGUES
Rabbi Bernard M. Zlotowitz

April 23, 1985 Director
Rabbi Gary M. Bretton-Granatoor

Assistant Director

President Ronald Reagan
The White House
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. President:

At the annual convention of the New York Federation of
Reform Synagogues of The Union of American Hebrew
Congregations representing 104 congregations in the
Metropolitan New York area, with a membership of 150,000
people, the delegates unanimously passed the enclosed
Resolution urging that you reconsider your decision to
visit any German military cemetery. The horrors that

the Nazis perpetrated stand alone in infamy!

With deepest respect,
Sincerely,
.tz

BMZ: jmc

Enclosure



RESOLUTION OF THE ASSEMBLY OF DELEGATES
of the
NEW YORK FEDERATION OF REFORM SYNAGOGUES
of
THE UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS

APRIL 21, 1985

WHEREAS THE REALITY OF THE HOLOCAUST CANNOT BE
DISPUTED, AND THE MEMORY NEVER ERASED FROM THE PSYCHE
OF ANY JEW, OR INDEED ANY HUMAN BEING,

and
WHEREAS ANY GESTURE THAT SEEMINGLY HONORS THE MEMORY
OF INDIVIDUALS WHO PERPETRATED THE HORROR OF THE
HOLOCAUST IS REPUGNANT TO EVERY JEW, AND SHOULD BE FOR
ANY HUMAN BEING,

and
WHEREAS WISDOM OFTEN CONSISTS OF THE ABILITY TO REVIEW
ANY DECISION AND, IF PROPER, CHANGE ONE'S MIND

BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED THAT THIS 1985 ASSEMBLY OF
DELEGATES WISHES TO CONVEY TO PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN
ITS SINCERE REQUEST THAT HE CHANGE HIS MIND, AND NOT
VISIT ANY CEMETERY WHERE PERPETRATORS OF THE HOLOCAUST
ARE BURIED.
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8514375
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DATE
DEPARTMENT OF STATE
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT
TRANSMITTAL FORM
FOR: Mr. Robert C. McFarlane
National Security Council
The White House
REFERENCE:
TO: President Reagan FROM: Mr. Bogdan Bereznicki
parg: SPril 24, 1985 SUBJECT: _ President's Trip
to Germany
WHITE HOUSE REFERRAL DATED: _ >/9/85 Nsc ¢ 301990

THE ATTACHED ITEM WAS SENT DIRECTLY
TO THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE

ACTION TAKEN:

A draft reply is attached
A draft reply will be forwarded

A translation is attached

XX An information copy of a direct reply is attached

We believe no response is necessary for the reason
cited below

Other
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,4&25__:__-
Niofiolas Platt, <"

Executive Secretary
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United States Depaviment of State

Washingion, 1.C. 20520

May 23, 1985

Mr. Bogdan Bereznicki, President

Assocliation of the Veterans of
the 2Znd Polish Corps

17748 Francavilla Drive

Livonia, Michigan 48152

Dear Mr. Bereznicki:

I am replying to your April 24 letter to President
Reagan regarding his trip to the Federal Republic of
Germany.

During his visit, the President made absolutely clear
the revulsion all Americans feel for the horrors committed
in the name of the German state before and during World War
11, and our determination not to forget them. His itinerary
included a ceremony at the site of the Bergen-Belsen concen-
tration camp to pay homage to those who perished at the
hands of the Nazis. As he said on the April 21 anniversary
of the liberation of that camp and again during his own
visit, "There can and should be no absolution.®”

President Reagan strongly believes, as part of our
efforts to learn from the experiences of this dark era, we
must not reject. opportunities for reconciliation. 1In this
spirit, he was asked by Chancellor Kohl, and accepted the
invitation, to visit a German military cemetery in Bitburg.

For four decades, the Federal Republic of Germany has
faced up to the quilt and responsibilities of its Nazi past.
It has demonstrated concretely in countless ways its com-~
mitment to democratic ideals and human rights, including
standing shoulder to shoulder with us in the Alliance in
defense of freedom. The President's trip to Bitburg in-
cluded a visit to the large Bitburg Air Base, which houses
members of both the U.S. and German Air Forces.

It is important to demonstrate, particularly to the
younger generation in Germany, that although we continue to
hold the nation responsible for its past, we do not consider
them to bear individual responsibility for the crimes of
Nazism. The President did not consider his appearance at
Bitburg to represent an act of forgiveness for those crimes.
Rather, it was an acknowledgment of the democratic society
the German people have built. He considered this to be a
positive gesture which in no way detracted from his full and



heartfelt commitment to remember and honor the victims of
the Holocaust and the American soldiers who gave their lives
to defeat the Nazi regime and its crimes.

Sincerely,

Rébert M. Smalley y
Acting Assistant Secretary
for Public Affairs
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T HE WHTITE HOUSE OFFICE
REFERRAL

MAY 9, 1985
TO: DEPARTMENT OF STATE

ACTION REQUESTED:
DIRECT REPLY, FURNISH INFO COPY

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING:

ID: 301990

MEDIA: LETTER, DATED APRIL 24, 1985

TO: PRESIDENT REAGAN

FROM: MR. BOGDAN BEREZNICKI
PRESIDENT

ASSOCIATION OF THE VETERANS
OF THE 2ND POLISH CORPS
17748 FRANCAVILLA DRIVE
LIVONIA MI 48152

SUBJECT: OPPOSES VISIT TO THE BITBURG CEMETERY
IN WEST GERMANY

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486.

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE
(OR DRAFT) TO:
AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE

SALLY KELLEY
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE
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IM. GEN. W. ANDERSA
DETROIT, MIGHIGAN

April 24,1985

The President cof the United States of Ancrice,

o

ne White House

[

vWashington,D.C.,

Dear lir., President,

» -~

As forner soldiers of

the Polish Army 2nd Corps,thet side -
of lionte Cassino and in the battlefields of whole Italian campaign
1643 - 194%

cated nations of Burope from the Cernan

or freecox of Polend =2and for cause to free the subju-

Fn

.azi terror, we iaplore you

Ir. President - do not visit Ditburz,.

A

As in the past we do support vour policies for deomestic as

well as foreign programs however the schedule to visit a German

1

cementery on the 40th Anniversary of the Ind of ¥YWorld Var II cannot

3

ve accepted,

jas)
e

Verv sincerly vours, for the Associatiocn

of Veterans of the Polish Armv 2nd Corps






THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
May 8, 1985

Dear Mickey:

Thank you for sharing with us your views concerning the President's State
Visit to the Federal Republic of Germany. We fully understand the depth
of your concerns and assure you the President's feelings about the crimes
against humanity perpetrated by the Nazi regime are no less deeply felt.
President Reagan has attempted to make absolutely clear during his visit
the revulsion all Americans feel for the horrors which were committed in
the name of the German state and our determination not to forget them.

As you know, his itinerary included a ceremony at Bergen-Belsen concen-
tration camp in order to pay homage to all those who perished at the hands
of the Nazis. As he said on the anniversary of the liberation of that camp
April 21, there can and should be no absolution.

President Reagan is certain you agree that, as part of our efforts to learn
from the experiences of this dark era, we must not reject opportunities for
reconciliation. The President was asked by Chancellor Kohl to pay a visit
to a German military cemetery in Bitburg, and he has honored that request.

For four decades, the Federal Republic of Germany has faced up to the guilt
and responsibilities of its Nazi past and has, in countless ways, demonstrated
concretely its commitment to democratic ideals and human rights, including
standing shoulder to shoulder with us in the Alliance in defense of freedom.
With particular regard to the younger generation in Germany, it is important
to demonstrate that, while we continue to hold the nation responsible for its
past, we do not consider them to bear individual responsibility for the crimes
of Nazism.

Let me make clear that the President does not consider his appearance at
Bitburg to represent an act of forgiveness for those crimes, but rather one
of acknowledgment of the democratic society the German people have built.
He considers this to be a positive gesture which in no way detracts from
his full and heartfelt commitment to remember and honor the victims of the
Holocaust and the American soldiers who gave their lives to defeat the Nazi
regime and its crimes.

Sincerely,

M. B. Oglesby, Jr.
Assistant to the President

The Honorable Mickey Leland
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

MBO/STATE/NSC/KRJ/ech-MBO8
cc:. Will Ball, Cong. Affr
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April 25, 1985

President Ronald Reagan
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

I am writing in regards to your upcoming trip to Germany,
specifically the planned visit to the Bitburg cemetary.

As chairman of the Congressional Black Caucus, I would like to add
my voice to the many who have raised their voices in bewilderment
and then outrage over your decision to visit the cemetary in
Bitburg. Over 47 members of the Third Reich's notorious Waffen SS
troops are buried in that cemetary!

I do not question the fact, Mr. President, that you were unaware
that SS officers were buried in Bitburg when you planned your
itinerary. Once aware of the fact, however, I find it
unconscionable that you allowed the cemetary visit to remain on
your schedule.

I, as most Americans, support the idea of reconciliation.
Reconciliation, however, does not mean the denial of the
remembrance and honor due to those who were brutally killed by the
Nazis. Your visit to the Bitburg cemetary would hinder and
denigrate the very idea of reconciliation.

I urge you, Mr. President, to be sensitive to the concerns
expressed by my like-minded fellow Americans. To pay tribute to
those directly responsible for the brutal deaths of countless
innocent people, including children, is a betrayal of human
conscience.

I implore you to immediately cancel your visit to the Bitburg
cemetary.

Chairman,

ML:DR






THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 8, 1985

Dear Alex:

Thank you for sharing with us your views concerning the President's State
Visit to the Federal Republic of Germany. We fully understand the depth
of your concerns and assure you the President's feelings about the crimes
against humanity perpetrated by the Nazi regime are no less deeply felt.
President Reagan has attempted to make absolutely clear during his visit
the revulsion all Americans feel for the horrors which were committed in
the name of the German state and our determination not to forget them.

As you know, his itinerary included a ceremony at Bergen-Belsen concen-
tration camp in order to pay homage to all those who perished at the hands
of the Nazis. As he said on the anniversary of the liberation of that camp
April 21, there can and should be no absolution.

President Reagan is certain you agree that, as part of our efforts to learn
from the experiences of this dark era, we must not reject opportunities for
reconciliation. The President was asked by Chancellor Kohl to pay a visit
to a German military cemetery in Bitburg, and he has honored that request.

For four decades, the Federal Republic of Germany has faced up to the guilt
and responsibilities of its Nazi past and has, in countless ways, demonstrated
concretely its commitment to democratic ideals and human rights, including
standing shoulder to shoulder with us in the Alliance in defense of freedom.
With particular regard to the younger generation in Germany, it is important
to demonstrate that, while we continue to hold the nation responsible for its
past, we do not consider them to bear individual responsibility for the crimes
of Nazism.

Let me make clear that the President does not consider his appearance at
Bitburg to represent an act of forgiveness for those crimes, but rather one
of acknowledgment of the democratic society the German people have built.
He considers this to be a positive gesture which in no way detracts from
his full and heartfelt commitment to remember and honor the victims of the
Holocaust and the American soldiers who gave their lives to defeat the Nazi
regime and its crimes.

Sincerely,

M. B. Oglesby, Jr.
Assistant to the President

The Honorable J. Alex McMillan
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 2051%

i MBO/STATE/NSC/KRJ/ech-MBO8
cc: Will Ball, Cong. Affrs./












April 23, 1985

Mr. M. B. Oglesby

Special Assistant to the President
The White House

Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. Oglesby:

Recently, Mr. Jack Merritt, of 1425 E. Edgewood Drive, Lakeland,
Florida 33803, called my TLakeland, Florida office and requested
information as to the cost for the President regarding his

trip to Germany. I would appreciate it if you would respond

in detail to Mr. Merritt directly.

With kind regards, I am

LC/jce






THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 17, 1985

Dear Senator Chiles:

M. B. Oglesby, Assistant to the President for Legislative
Affairs, asked me to respond to your April 23, 1985, letter
on behalf of your constituent, Mr. Jack Merritt of Lakeland,
Florida.

Mr. Merritt requested information about the cost of the
President's recent trip to Germany. The cost of that trip was
paid from funds of the State Department, and accordingly, I am
unable to provide the information you requested.

Please thank Mr. Merritt for his interest in the President.

Sincgxely,

S

Christopher Hicks
Deputy Assistant to the President
for Administration

The Honorable Lawton Chiles
United States Senate
wWashington, DC 20510






LAWTON CHILES Col 38

FLORIDA

i) - Ly Aty
o b S

APPROPRIATIONS

AT

BUDGET
GOVERKMENTAL AFFAIRS
SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON AGING

Wnited States Denate SEMGEHATE SEEAE oumTi

april 23, 1985

Mr. M. B. Oglesby

Special Assistant to the President
The White House

Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. Oglesby:

Recently, Mr. Jack Merritt, of 1425 E. Edgewood Drive, Lakeland,
Florida 33803, called my Lakeland, Florida office and requested
information as to the cost for the President regarding his

trip to Germany. I would appreciate it if you would respond
in detail to Mr. Merritt directly.

With kKind regards, I am

Most sincerekx/( (Z/
s KA
- e 4 /! /" y."‘ ;
C_’—/ // ,.// A //
i h‘\—-‘
/" LAWTON CHELES

LC/Jjce

REPLY TO: FEDERAL BUILDING, LAKELAND, FL 33801






THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 8, 1985

Dear ‘Ed:

Thank you for sharing with us your constituents' views concerning the
President's State Visit to the Federal Republic of Germany. We fully
understand the depth of your constituents' concerns and assure you
the President's feelings about the crimes against humanity perpetrated
by the Nazi regime are no less deeply felt. President Reagan has
attempted to make absolutely clear during his visit the revulsion all
Americans feel for the horrors which were committed in the name of the
German state and our determination not to forget them. As you know,
his itinerary included a ceremony at Bergen-Belsen concentration camp
in order to pay homage to all those who perished at the hands of the
Nazis. As he said on the anniversary of the liberation of that camp
April 21, there can and should be no absolution.

President Reagan is certain. your constituents agree that, as part of our
efforts to learn from the experiences of this dark era, we must not reject
opportunities for reconciliation. The President was asked by Chancellor
Kohl to pay a visit to a German military cemetery in Bitburg, and he has
honored that request.

For four decades, the Federal Republic of Germany has faced up to the guilt
and responsibilities of its Nazi past and has, in countless ways, demonstrated
concretely its commitment to democratic ideals and human rights, including
standing shoulder to shoulder with us in the Alliance in defense of freedom.
With particular regard to the younger generation in Germany, it is important
to demonstrate that, while we continue to hold the nation responsible for its
past, we do not consider them to bear individual responsibility for the crimes

of Nazism.

Let me make clear that the President does not consider his appearance at
Bitburg to represent an act of forgiveness for those crimes, but rather one
of acknowledgment of the democratic society the German people have built.
He considers this to be a positive gesture which in no way detracts from
his full and heartfelt commitment to remember and honor the victims of the
Holocaust and the American soldiers who gave their lives to defeat the Nazi

regime and its crimes.

Sincerely,

M. B. Oglesby, Jr.
Assistant to the President

- ——m .3 T A 212 mmam

MBO/STATE/NSC/KRJ/ech-MBQ8
cc: Will Ball, Cong. Affrs.



EDWARD R. MADIGAN 3
ILLINOIS

Congress of the Enited States
Pouse of Representatives
Washingtor, D.C. 20515

A
——

i

April 24, 1985

M. B, Oglesby, Assistant To The President
For Legislative Affairs

The White House

Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear B:

I am enclosing a copy of the communications I have received
from constituents in Bloomington, Illinois, who are opposed to
the President's plans to lay a wreath at the Bitburg Cemetery
in West Germany.

I would appreciate your consideration and comment.

Sincerely,

Edward Madi
Representative in Congress

EM:ejd
enclosure


























