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April 24, 1985

President Ronald Reagan

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

Throughout the past week, the Miiwaukee Jewish Council has received
many calls regarding your plan to visit Bitburg Cemetery. Some

were angry, some even outraged. One woman, a survivor, simply called
needing comfort, someone to whom she could cry, feeling once again
the familiarity of abandonment.

It happened to them - and therefore to all of us. Once before:

a people abandoned, betrayed, forgotten, forlorned, deceived.

In one symbolic gesture, a visit toc the gravesite of international
criminals, all comes back. Forty years after the liberation, after
forty years of brutal struggle to come to terms, in some small

way, with the inexplicable, your iil-conceived plan renders those
years a failure.

Like you, we believe in reconciliation. But in that spirit we
should recall those Germans who had the courage to stand up to
Nazism, even though it cost them their freedom and, in many cases,
their lives. There is no place in that spirit of reconciliation
for understanding those who took part in the perpetration of the
Nazi terror.

We urge you to change your plans. We understand the commitment
made between friends, as you and Chancellor Kohl are, but surely
a friendship would not require your involvement in what can only
be described as an obscene gesture.

Sipgerely,

' /O//[IK/L,K (/(C oty

tephen L. Chernof
President

SLC/hw

cc: Wisconsin Congressional Delegation
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© BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

| FILE NO 271-85-1 RESOLUTION NO_M

[President Reagan]

URGING PRESIDENT REAGAN TO CANCEL HIS PLAN TO VISIT THE GERMAN

MILITARY CEMETERY AT BITBURG, WEST GERMANY.

WHEREAS, President Ronald Reagan has announced plans to lay a

wreath at the German Military Cemetery at Bitburg, West Germany; and

WHEREAS, Many members of‘ﬁhe infamous SS and the Gestapo are

buried at Bitburg Military Cemé;ery,.and

WHEREAS, April, 1985 is the fortieth anniversary of the

liberation of the notorious death camps:; and

WHEREAS, Bitburg is near the site where eighty-four American

soldiers surrendered and were immediately executed; and

WHEREAS, Laying a wreath at the graves of Nazi soldiers helps to
legitimize what many consider to have been the most barbaric regime

in nistory; now, thererore, be it

RESOLVED, That the Board of Supervisors of the City and County
of San Francisco respectfully memorializes the President of the
United States that it considers this to be an inappropriate decision
and therefore urges him to cancel his planned visit to the German

Military Cemetery at Bitburg, West Germany; and, be it
FURTHER RESOLVED, That upon receiving this resolution signed by

her Honhor, the Mayor, the Clerk of the Board is directed to transmit

a certified copy of this resolution to President Ronald Reagan.

Supervisors Hongisto, Kopp, Molinari, Renne, Silver
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON =~————=

Date: %/7/7

To:

The attached is for your:

[ Information
(O Appropriate Action
[7] Review and Return:

(1 With Comments

LINDA FRICK

Correspondence, Staff Assistant
Room 96, x7610
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25 April 1985

Honorable Ronald Regan
President of the United States
The White House

1600 Pemnsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, DC 20500

Dear M¥r. President:

Please accept this correspondence as my plea to you to cancel your scheduled
visit to the B:L'bburg Cemetery on May 5th.,

As one of your former United States Marine Corps Captains and a member of an
"elite" fighting force, I can appreciate you paying homage to fighting men
drafted to do battle for their country--even a former adversary. However,

Mr, President, the 35 troopers buried at B:Ltberg were not fighting men per-se,
they were murderers.

Death on a battlefield is to be expected, soldiers facing soldiers. However,
killing for the pleasure of it by recruits- that were at best crimimnals warrants
no homage--killing people because of religion, race or color warrants no homage——
killing children and women warrants no homage and finally killing for just to
kill warrants no homage!

Mr. Presgident, I believe you to be a fine, honest and sincere man doing the
best he can for his country. If you step through those gates at Bitberg,
Heinrich Himmler and Reinhard Heydrich and 50 85 troopers will rise up and
"Heil",~-and millions of Jews and Christians will turn over in their
graves--don't go.

Sinec _ej:‘ely ’

£

Jepbme X. O'Donovan
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25 April 1985

The President
The White House
Washington, DC 20500

Mr. President:

[ take the Tiberty of requesting that the itinerary for your upcoming
trip to West Germany be reconsidered, with an eye toward excluding the
visit to Bitburg Cemetery.

As a "grass roots" person, I have rarely witnessed such a uniformity
of opinion, reflecting the community's single-mindedness of purpose,
on any subject.

Surely, recognizing the highly emotionally charged reactions of the
survivors of concentration camps and the families of the twenty million
victims of the Nazi regime, the political hierarchy of West Germany
should not subject our country's leader to the continuing onslaught.

A gesture of true reconciljation might be, perhaps, a visit to a West
German school, wherein the students represent both the present reality
and the hopes for the future of our ally, West Germany.

Every good wish.

Theodore D. Mann
Mayor

/eth
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April 23, 1985

President Ronald W. Reagan

President of the United States of America
The White House

Washington, D. C. 20501

Dear Mr. President:

The debate about your planned trip to Germany has failed
to concentrate a focus on narrower and narrower issues, to come
to the point. You have said some of the German soldiers of
World War II buried in military cemeteries there, were them-
selves victims of the Nazis. The networks reply, 'some of them
are SS troopers,' but do not discuss whether the time is at hand
to think of forgiving those who were not SS. Obviously, you
Mr. President, are not going to Bitburg to honor the SS. You

. are going there as a gesture for Germans who may have been as

innocent as our leaders, who could have done more to prevent
the Holocaust.

Who is to say which dead soldier was a guilty Nazi and which
was an innocent soldier? What military cemetery in Germany does
not contain dead SS troopers and which one does not contain inno-
cent patriots? How can anyone make such judgment forty years
later?

The German people cannot be expected to wear sack-cloth
and ashes for all time. As a young German exchange student once
said at my home, "When will the German people be rid of the guilt?
I would not have done the things the Nazis did to the Jews."

I offer to you, Mr. President, my support in the trying
time before you. I recommend to you the hope that you can in
your trip perform a great act of conciliation, to help in heal-
ing the souls of the German people; while also consoling the
bereaved Jews of the world; while also teaching the American
people from your pulpit - the Presidency - to be just and right
thinkers who rightly guide the world to peace, German and Jew,
Easterner and Westerner, Capitalist and Socialist. Indeed,
Christian, Jew, Moslem and all.

A Prussian victory parade in Paris in 1879 led to an exces-
sively vengeful treaty at Versaille after the World war, and that
led in turn to the viciousness of World War II, and Hitler
exacted a humiliation in the railroad car at Compeigne.
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In contrast, American treatment of beaten enemies after
World War II was free of vengeful motivation, and the benefits
have been abundant.

Has vengeance in the Middle East led to greater and stronger
peace there? Have your own promises to avenge the deaths of
American Marines in Lebanon led to any good thing for anyone?

The Jewish people suffered horribly at the hands of German

leaders in the time of our memory. The entire German nation
must bear responsibility for it. The Holocaust of Jews and other
victims should never be forgotten. But that does not mean it

should not be forgiven.

When should that forgiveness come? When can it come?
Can it be given at any single time? Can it ever be given
entirely? Is it possible for some Jews to forgive some Germans?
Is it possible for some other victims or their families to for-
give any Germans? Can the descendants of any of the innocent or
any of the guilty be forgiven?

Some of these questions can be answered now - with beginnings.
Others may never be answered with finality. But that should not
stop beginnings.

No one can decree forgiveness. But a great moral leader
can show the way to its beginnings, and perhaps lead further on
the way.

It has been said that the only infinite act that man can
perform is one of infinite evil: that is, the rejection of the
infinite good of God. And it has also been said that man alone
is never capable of any act of infinite reparation for that evil,
so that it was necessary for God's son to become man and to per-
form that act of infinite reparation in man's name, to restore
man to forgiveness and friendship with God.

No mortal man can do that. But a mortal man who has the
courage, and has the attenticn of the world, can perform his own
finite act of reparation, and show the way to forgiveness and
friendship between men.

Otherwise, how can any of the sins of men against men ever
be reconciled?

Must the villagers of My Lai hate Americans forever? Must
Vietnamese hate each other and hate us forever? Must the blacks
whose grandfathers and grandmothers were made slaves be forever
embittered and filled with hatred? Must Americans forever hate
Japanese who did atrocious things for Imperialism? Must the
Armenians forever hate the Turks? The examples are too numerous.
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Obviously these hatreds should all be guelled, while none
of the crimes that caused them should ever be forgotten lessons
in the never-ending search for wisdom and justice that should be
made by mankind.

The world becomes smaller and smaller. We travel more and
more guickly. We learn of each other more and more quickly and
surely. We should understand and befriend one another more fully.

We as a nation are not without enemies, and we must not
allow an easy enthusiasm for reconciliation to become our surrender
to those who continue seeking to victimize us. But we are not with-
out friends either, and our friends can befriend each other. Recon-
ciliation could become a trend.

It is most unfortunate that at the fortieth anniversary of
liberation of the death camps, when emotions were understandably
high, inadequate recognition of that fact allowed your plans to
be incompletely prepared. Yet the high emotions of this contro-
versy may focus the attention of the world on what you say.

The challenge of what to say at Bitburg is as great as what
faced Lincoln at Gettysburg and in his second inaugural address.

I am not a theologian or a historian, but I am sure that in
traditional Jewish writings there are expressions concerning the
need among men and women for reconciliation and forgiveness, words
which may move all your listeners toward peace if vyou speak them
in Germany.

I hope, Mr. President, that you will find the faith, the
truth and therefore the words to lead all Americans, our former
allies and our former enemies and indeed those who were the
victims of Naziism, the Jews, the peoples of Furope and Russia,
all the peoples and nations of the world to a greater reconcilia-
tion than the world has ever experienced.

Sincerely yours,

S P

Edward P. Kirby -
SECOND PLYMOUTH DISTRICT

EPK/b
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MICHAEL C. GRUITZA, MEMBER
POST OFFICE BOX 652
487 SOUTH DOCK STREET
SHARON, PENNSYLVANIA 16146
PHONE: (412) 981-4655

HOUSE POST OFFICE BOX 94
MAIN CAPITOL BUILDING
HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA 17120
PHONE: (717)787-1354

April 24, 1985

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
HARRISBURG

Honorable Ronald Reagan
President of the United States

The White House

Washington, D.C. 20515

Mr. President:

COMMITTEES

GAME & FISHERIES,
VICE CHAIRMAN
TRANSPORTATION
CONSUMER AFFAIRS
JUDICIARY

Your decision to visit the BitburgmMilitary,Cemetayy ig
beyond belief... There are many ways that you can, and have, symbolized

our alliance with the Republic of West Germany without visiting Bitburg.

Those who particiapted in the heinous crimes against the Jewish people,
and others, should never be recognized by this Country as anyting but

criminals.

MCG:ds

Respectfully yours,

Ml G

Michael C. Gruitza
State Legislator
District 7

Some things simply can never be forgotten, nor forgiven.
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Florida House of Representatives

Tallahassee
Alberto (Al) Gutman Committees
Representative, 105th District X
Education, K-12

Reply to: Ethics & Elections
[] 324A Southwest 12th Avenue Regulatory Reform

Miami, Florida 33130

(305) 541-9090

3 14 House Office Building
Tallahassee, Florida 32301 T
(904) 488-9930

April 23, 1985

President of the United States
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D.C. 20002

Honorable Ronald Reagan:

This letter is to convey my dissatisfaction and objection on your
planned visit to the cemetery in which a few Nazi SS soldiers are
buried. ”

Tke soldiers in those graves are the reason millions died and equal
amounts fled from Europe leaving all behind, and this includes my
family.

It is difficult for me to understand how you can condemn such acts
as Nazism and then pay tribute to those who participated. I have
been supportive of many of your policies and decisions but this one
is personally offensive and against all of what America stands for.

The soldiers buried there might have well been the soldiers that
murdered many of our relatives.

Sincerelv wvonrea.

Al

AG/if






COUNTY OF SUFFOLK

COUNTY LEGISLATURE

STEVEN C. ENGLEBRIGHT 149 MAIN STREET
LEGISLATOR, STH DISTRICT E. SETAUKET, NEW YORK 11733
(516) 689-8500
LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEES:
EDUCATION & YOUTH COMMITTEE
HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE
TRANSPORTATION, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT,
ENERGY, & PLANNING COMMITTEE

April 23, 1985

Hon. Ronald Reagan

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear President Reagan,

Many residents of Suffolk County are deeply disturbed by your decision.
to visit the Bitburg cemetery when you visit Germany next month.

I have circulated the attached letter among my colleagues in the Suffolk
County Legislature, urging you to reconsider this decision. Virtually all
of my fellow legislators share the opinion that it would be inappropriate
for you to visit Bitburg.

The atrocities of the Nazi regime are among the worst violations of human
and civil rights in history. Your participation in a ceremony where Nazi
troops are buried would pay homage to the perpetrators of the Holocaust
instead of its survivors and victims. Please reconsider your decision.

Sincerelv.

County Legislator
5th District
SE:lc
Enclosure



OFFICE OF THE COUNTY LEGISLATURE

COUNTY OF SUFFOLK

Hon. Ronald Reagan April 23, 1985
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue

Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear President Reagan,

We, the undersigned members of the Suffolk County Legislature, respectfully urge you
to reconsider your decision to visit the Bitburg cemetery when you visit West Germany
next month.

As you know, Nazi SS troops are buried at Bitburg. To participate in any ceremony
where Nazi troops are buried would be most inappropriate. Doing so would pay homage
to the perpetrators of the Holocaust instead of its survivors and victims.

The atrocities of the Nazi regime are among the worst violations of civil and human
rights in history. As the elected representatives of nearly 1.5 million citizens,
we must deplore any action which would give credibility to such horrors. Please
reconsider your decision.

Sincerely,

Gergrd Glass, 1fth Dist.

\zonae 2200 ﬁ?ﬂég%%@%

mes Morgo, 8th Dist.

Joseph Rizzo, 9th Dist.

e
Rose Caracappa. 4th Dist. Philjg Nolan, 10th Dist.

-
5}étrick Mahoney, 11th Dist/ ne R. Nevine. 17th Dist.
Strdond SO a AT _

s -
Sondra Bachety, 12th Dist. 67 Robert LaBua, 18th bist.
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LAWRENCE E. BENNETT
96th Assembly District

[ thought that the enclosed might be of

intere st to you.

ﬁ L3peer Frewy

Tioirn & [Benrtl
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