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President Ronald Reagan
Page Two
April 22, 1985

you and our great nation,

Sincerely,
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Chaplain
Rogers, AR 72756
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The President
April 22, 1985
Page Two

hope hat, in lic t of these concerns, you will reconsider
your decision. I am certain that both you and Chancellor
Kohl can find an appropriate symbol of our two ne ions'
fri dship.

Thank you for your ne and consider: ion in this matter.
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April 27, 1985

President Ronald Reagan
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

In concert with the veterans organizations and on behalf of all
the people of the City of Boston, we are writing today with a grave
concern about your upcoming trip to the Federal Republic of Germany.
We are troubled, as veterans and as conscientious American citizens,
about your p]anned trip to the cemetery at Bitburg.

The graves at Bitburg represent the final resting place of Nazism,
one of the most enormous evils in human history. To visit and lay a
wreath at the graves of SS and other Nazi trooES is to cheapen the
sacrifice of American fighting men and women who suffered and gave
their lives so that democracy might win out over tyranny.

To visit and lay a wreath there could in fact cloud our country's
revulsion at the Holocaust and other crimes of the Third Reich. It
would defeat the spirit of reconciliation and instead reawaken the
horror and the pain of the victims and the survivors of the Holocaust.

The people of the Republic of Germany have never reconciled
themselves to the legacy of the Third Reich. They have repudiated
it. The United States of America must do the same. We must embrace
the people of Germany as our friends and allies and join them in the
simple declaration: "Never again." That declaration cannot be made
with sincerity at the gravesite of Nazism.

Sincerely yours,

/”7
a ond L. F]ynn AIDETT L. U NETI
Mayor of Boston _ Boston City Councillor

/7
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April 27, 1985
Page 2

Endorsed by:

Rev. Carl E. Bergstrom
Massachusetts Department Commander
Disabled American Veterans

Charles W. Greenan Jr.
Massachusetts Department Commander
Veterans of Foreign Wars

Joseph R. Harold
Massachusetts Department Agitant
Disabled American Veterans

Paul Kaplan
Massachusetts Department Commander

Jewish War Veterans

Thomas Lyons
Chairman
Vietnam Veterans Memorial Committee

Thomas B. Materazzo
Commissioner of Veterans Services
City of Boston

Daniel Whitcher

Executive Director
Vietnam Veterans of Massachusetts, Inc.
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The Honorable Ronald Reagan
President of the United States
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

I send this letter with the deepest respect for you and the job
you are doing as President of the United States, but I must add
my voice to those other political and religious leaders through—
out the world, including our Governor George Deukmejian, in urg-
ing you to cancel your proposed visit to the Bitburg Mllltary
Cemetery in West Germany on May 5th.

I respect the motive of the visit -- national reconciliation =--
but I do not believe such a visit is necessary to achieve that
reconciliation, and the furor it has caused threatens instead to
erode the spirit of reconciliation.

The furor derives from a feeling that to visit a cemetery wherein
lie the remains of members of the manifestation of Nazi
Hitlerism, the SS, seems an attempt at reconciliation not with
the current generation but with the terrible, unforgivable
actions of some of the past generation.

Humanity demands that we remember the six million Jewish holo-
caust victims, the United States servicemen and prisoners of war
killed in World War II and the other thousands of civilian
victims of Hitler's elite corps. We must remember but we must
not memorialize or consecrate those who committed those
atrocities.

The reaction of the nation's veterans organizations is under-
standable. As a Vietnam veteran, I would find it hard to
understand if a future President, in a gesture of reconciliation
with a future Vietnam, commemorated the graves of Viet Cong and
North Vietnamese soldiers.



Reconciliation
daughters will
fathers and by
denouncing the
causes we have
the leadership

Out of respect

is best achieved by making clear that the sons and
not be held responsible for the sins of their
joining the current generation in remembering and
terrible crimes of the past and memorializing the
shared -- including resistance to Hitler -- with
of post war Germany.

for the Jewish people of the world and all other

peoples who have been the victims of attempted genocide, as well
as the Allied soldiers who died in the war against Hitler, I

implore you to

RWN:MN:kr

cancel your visit to Bitburg Military Cemetery.
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April 22, 1985

The Honorable Ronald W. Reagan
President, United States of America
The White House

Washington, DC

Dear Mr. President:

As a ranking Republican member of the New York State Assembly, may I respectfully
ask that you reconsider your decision to visit the Bitburg military cemetery in
West Germany. R ' T e

I share and concur with your desire to strengthen political relations between the
United States and West Germany. I also support your efforts of reconciliation
between Americans and West Germans. However, I and millions of other believe that
these goals can be achieved in both real and symbolic terms without your visiting
this particular military cemetery.

The existence of graves and markers of former SS members in Bitburg cemetery is
profoundly disturbing. In fact,.it is extremely possible that one or more of these
deceased storm troopers might have been responsible for the murder of over seventy
members of my own parents' families. Their souls and the souls of millions of Jews,
other European ethnics and American servicemen were systematically exterminated by
the SS and cry out in opposition to any memorializing gesture to the Gestapo
murderers.

The unspeakable and unimaginable horrors of the death camps and the overseeing death
squads should not be veiled by the necessities of a current political strategy.

It is proper and fitting to honor the memory of the many thousands of German
civilian victims but surely there must be another place in West Germany that can
accomplish this necessary and desirable act on behalf of the American people. The
late President Kennedy did so in a remarkable manner without causing any distress

or humiliation to those who suffered the consequences of Hitler's genocide.

If a staff error was made in determining your agenda, the American people,
as well as the West German government, would understand the leader of the free
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world correcting this error. T know that the decision is difficult.

As you struggle with this decision, please know that there are millions of Americans
who hope and pray you will right the wrong.

Respectfully submitted,

*

HY LER
NYS Assemblyman
121st A.D.
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June 12, 1985

Dear Mayor McMillen:

On behalf of President Reagan, I wish to acknowledge receipt
of the resolution adopted by the El Monte City Council
regarding the President's decision to wvisit the mllltary
cemetery at Bitburg, West Germany:

Your sending of this statement is appreciated, and the views
contained in it have been communicated to the appropriate .
Administration officials. I am taking the liberty of -
enclosing copies of the President's speeches at Bitburg Air
Base and the Bergen-Belsen concentration camp that you may
wish to have available for the record-

With the President's best wishes to you and to the members
of the Council,

Sincerely,

Anne Higgins
Special Assistant to the President
and Director of Correspondence

The Honorable Don McMillen
Mayor of the City of El Monte
City Hall

11333 Valley Boulevard

El Monte, CA 91734
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President Ronald Reagan
White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear President Reagan:

At a regular meeting of the E1 Monte City Council, held Tuesday, April 23,

1985, it was the unanimous decision of the City Council that you be respect-. =
fully. requested to reconsider visiting the German cemetery in-Pitburt, where

47 soldiers of the Waffen SS Force are buried. Although the City Council
respects your commitment to West German Chancelor Helmut Kohl, your commit-

ment to the memory of our own war dead, the valor of our service men/women

who fought for our country and the American families, should take precedence.

As a veteran yourself, and as our elected leader, we sincerely hope you will
be able to disengage yourself from this embarrassing position.

Respectfully,

oigknw‘jqﬁc YWLLe~
DON McMILLEN, MAYOR

CITY OF EL MONTE
DMcM:GTB:bc
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a ‘ April 26, 1985

President Ronald Reagan

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue Northwest
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

I am forwarding to you this resolution passed with 1ittle dissent
by the Minnesota House of Representatives on Wednesday, April 22,
1985.

With this resolution we join the increasing chorus of voices

urging you to forego your planned.visit.to. Bitburg Cemetary.” We
agree with your decision to go to Germany in a spirit of peace

and reconciliation, but that visit should not include a tribute

near the graves of some of the killers who perpetrated the Holocaust.

PhYT111% Kahn QNV\
State resentative

Sincerely,

PK/jr












ﬂ' A THE TOWNSHIP OF MIDDLETOWN
Township Hall, 1 King's Highway

. E : /?J[/"iE i Middletown, NJ 07748-2594
¥ 1 (201) 871-3100

HERBERT BRADSHAW
Township Administrator

LAWRENCE J. CELLA
Township Clerk

JAMES F. MAHER
Mayor
PAUL A. LINDER
Deputy Mayor
OLGA BOECKEL
Committeewoman
RICHARD V. KELLY
Committeeman
RICHARD D. McKEAN Organized December 14, 1667
Committeeman

April 26, 1985

The President of the United States
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

As you can see from the attached articles, feelings are running
high concerning your planned trip to that Bitburg Cemetery.

It was never my style to use public embarrassment as a method to
pressure someone to see things my way. You are too fine and decent a
gentleman to be subjected to that kind of treatment. You will note
that I abstained from voting on the resolution reprimanding you for
your decision.

You and I are about the same age and obviously have experienced
other sticky problems in our public 1ives. We also have a sixth sense
that seems to tell us when we've made a bad decision. Whenever that
occurs the next Togical stop is to extricate ourselves without sacrifi-
cing our dignity. Usually there is a way and invariably we do find it.
I sincerely hope you are able to turn this around and come up with some-
thing more palatable for all parties concerned.

With kindest personal regards to you and Mrs. Reagan and continued
success in dealing with the awesome responsibilities of your office.

Verv trulv vaurs.

JEM: rf
encl.



I Paul Linder

Apr. 25, 1985 Courie

Middletown officials object
to President’s cemetery visit

MIDDLETOWN -- The vote
was four in favor and one
abstention on Township
Committeeman Richard
Kelly’s resolution to go on
record objecting to Presi-
dent Reagan’s visit to a
West German cemetery
where SS Troopers are
buried.

The resolution was offer-
ed by Kelly at Monday
night’s township committee
meeting and approved by
members Richard McKean,
and Olga
Boeckel. Mayor James
Mabher abstained, saying ‘1
don’t feel we should tell the
federal, state or county
government how to run
their affairs.”’

Capt. Tom Amato of
Belford Independent Fire
Co. asked the committee to
consider buying two re-
furbished aerial trucks with
the $400,000 earmarked for

that purpose in this year’s
budget. Amato said “‘we
realize Lincroft needs a new
aerial, and the bayshore
area does too.”” The only
aerial in that part of town is
that owned by Independent
a 1958 model Amato
described as ‘‘held to-
gether by spit and gum.”
Mayor Maher said a
meeting is scheduled with
Fire Chief Austen Mc
Knight and ether chiefs to

see if agreement can be -

reached on how to spend
the $400,000 so that the fire
department is satisfied.
When Mabher earlier this
month asked for unanimous
approval of the $400,000
expenditure, at least two of
the township’s 11 fire
companies voted against
acceptance of this break
with tradition of each
company paying for its own
equipment.  Chief Mc
Knight notified the mayor
that unanimity appeared
impossible and rejected the
$400,000, originally
destined to buy one aerial
to be housed in Lincroft. -

could overrule the plan-
ners.

The committee unani-
mously approved an ordin-
ance amendment rezoning
the Jackpot Golf 15 acres on
Route 35 from office re-
search to allow building a

mall of specialty shops
there.
Introduced for public

hearing on May 13 were
bond ordinances totalling
over $2.2 million to pay for
capital improvements
funded in the 1985 budget.
All are printed in full as
legal advertisements in this
issue of The Courier.

The bond ordinances
would provide down pay-
ments on $30,000 for build-
ing  improvements  at
Croydon Hall, $285,000 for
public works equipment,
$100,000 to add two bays to
the public works garage,
$175,000 for roadway
materials, $120,900 for
renovation of the municipal
offices and garage, $1
million for road resurfacing
$100,000 for drainage pro-
jects, $200,000 for curbs
and sidewalks, and
$275,000 for reconstruction
of Grand Tour.









MASSACHUSETTS COQUNCIL OF CHURCHES

14 Beacon Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02108 Tel. 617-523:2771

To our Jewish sisters and brothers in the Commonwealth:

With you, we are disheartened and dismayed by the recent
controversies surrounding the impending visit of the President
of the United States to West Germany. The President's decisions
and explanations concerning a proposed commemorative visit:
to a German war cemetery have been handled with great moral
insensitivity.

We too yearn for full reconciliation between the combatant
nations of World War II. We rejoice in the substantial progress
made toward this goal in the last forty years. Indeed, we
commend the President's worthy intentions, for it is an honorable
deed to mourn the fallen of all sides, and to rededicate ourselves
to the call of peace. Yet, the significant facts in this case
are that the President agreed to pay homage in a cemetery containing
the remains of dreaded S.S. men, and treated a visit to a conecentration
camp as a political afterthought. In our view, reconciliation
cannot be advanced by words and actions which appear to dilute
the critical moral distinctions between the vicious and their
victims, or which give the impression of obscuring or forgetting
the brutality of Nazism and the S.S.

All who suffered from Nazi barbarism--even the perpetrators
themselves—-- might in some sense be called "victims," as the
President suggested. But language becomes meaningless when
incomparables are lumped together into one category. Some,
in reality, suffered in despicably unique ways, and are deserving
of a persistent and focused remembrance by all humankind.

That 1s especially true of the victims of the Holocaust. Their
agonies have a special status and warrant a devoted attention.

No matter how painful and shameful the recall, we must continually
reawaken the memories of this tragic past in order to remind
ourselves of the evils which can hinder the human quest for

a just future.

We, therefore, join you in asking the President of the
United States to abandon the deplorable course of camouflaging
history, and to find effective ways of fostering genuine reconciliation.

The Board of Directors, .
Massachusetts Council of Churches =

The Rev. Ernest A. Bergeson April 23, 1985 ’ The Rev. Dr. James A. Nash
Executive Director

President
The Rev. Dr. Roscoe C. Robison The Rev. Diane C. Kessler

Vice President A;:{oczate. Director, Strategy
Mr. John M. Haffenreffer and Action '

Treasurer The Rev. Dr. Edco L. Bailey
The Rev. Holly Johnston Assocuare Director

Secretary Ecumenical Development




























German American National Congress DANK  peutsch-Amerikanisct

1/

9380 McKnight Road
Suite 102 . -
Pittsburgh, PA 15237
(412) 364-6554
M.

1oL
Py April 19, 1985

/! [Rid {

Ray Schmidt
President

Wolfgang Rihmiand

Vice President
Margret U. Leach
Secretary/Treasurer The Honorab l e
* Directors Ronald Reagan

Marianne Bouvier, M.D. b, ogjident of the United States
Helno Coelle h Whi

John Hoeller The 1te House

Michael May Washington, DC 20500

" Admiral J. R. Rohleder

Thea Rohleder

Peter Strasser 5

Ruth Trautmann .
Dear Mr. President:

The current opposition from a vocal but smal
cannot change your prudent decision to go to
nor will it obstruct the message of hope wh
visit is bringing to both parts of Europe.

While the liberation of the inmates of Dach
undisputably a wonderfull act, you Mr. Presi:
also emphasized the fact, that "the liberation
is unfinished business". Unfortunately the
largest concentration camp still exists, and
right behind the Berlin Wall.

The 100 million people, who still have to e:
worst oppression since Attila's wild hords
Europe, will be eagerly awaiting your message.

Perhaps the best place to deliver this messa
would be Schloss Hambach, where you will be sp
the German youth. America is a country in whi
which freedom rings.

We pray that some day we may share this Dbles
freedom with the rest of the world.

Resqectfully‘
Uagiii ¢ %@Wﬂ% |

Dr. Marianne Bouvier,
National Vice President

MB/rk











