Ronald Reagan Presidential Library
Digital Library Collections

This 1s a PDF of a folder from our textual collections.

WHORM Subject File Code: TR123-01
(Trips: Economic Summit, Bonn, 05/03/1985-05/04/1985;
Bonn, West Germany, 04/30/1985-05/06/1985)

Case file Number(s): 302400-302599
Box Number: 2

To see more digitized collections visit:
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digitized-textual-material

To see all Ronald Reagan Presidential Library inventories visit:
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/white-house-inventories

Contact a reference archivist at: reagan.library@nara.gov

Citation Guidelines: https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/research-
support/citation-guide

National Archives Catalogue: https://catalog.archives.gov/

Last Updated: 03/09/2023


https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digitized-textual-material
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/white-house-inventories
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/research-support/citation-guide
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/research-support/citation-guide
https://catalog.archives.gov/








































——e

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHLNGTON

May 8, 1985

Dear Howard:

Thank you for sharing with us your views concerning the President's
Visit to the Federal Republic of Germany. We fully understand the d
of your comcerns and assure you the President's feelings about the c¢
against humanity perpetrated by the Nazi regime are no less deeply f
President Reagan has attempted to make absolutely clear during his v

‘the revulsion all Americans feel for the horrors which were committed

the name of the German state and our determination not to forget the
As you know, his itinerary included a ceremony at Bergen-Belsen cor
tration camp in order to pay homage to all those who perished at the
of the Nazis. As he said on the anniversary of the liberation of that
April 21, there can and should be no absolution.

President Reagan is certain you agree that, as part of our efforts to
from the experiences of this dark era, we must not reject opportuniti
reconciliation. The President was asked by Chancellor Kohl to pay a
to a German military cemetery in Bitburg, and he has honored that r

For four decades, the Federal Republic of Germany has faced up to t
and responsibilities of its Nazi past and has, in countless ways, demc
concretely its commitment to democratic ideals and human rights, inch
standing shoulder to shoulder with us in the Alliance in defense of fr1
With particular regard to the younger generation in Germany, it is im
to demonstrate that, while we continue to hold the nation responsible
past, we do not consider them to bear individual responsibility for th
of Nazism.

Let me make clear that the President does not consider his appearanc
Bitburg to represent an act of forgiveness for those crimes, but rath
of acknowledgment of the democratic society the German people have |
He considers this to be a positive gesture which in no way detracts f
his full and heartfelt commitment to remember and honor the victims c
Holocaust and the American soldiers who gave their lives to defeat th
regime and its crimes.

Sincerely,

M. B. Oglesby, Jr.
Assistant to the President

The Honorable Howard M. Metzenbaum
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

MBO/STATE/NSC/KRJ/ech-MBOS

cc: Will Ball, Cong. Affrs./



The President
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue

Washington, DC

Dear Mr. President:
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April 12, 1985

According to press reports, the current itinerary for
your forthcoming visit to the Federal Republic of Germany
will include a visit to a military cemetery wherein are interred
German soldiers who died in the service of the Third Reich.

Your Germany trip will not,

however,

include a visit to the site

of the infamous Dachau concentration camp.

I believe that this schedule,

if adhered to, will create

a most unfortunate impression about the attitude of our country
toward the crimes of the Nazi regime. 1 urge you in the strongest

terms, therefore,

site.

tc ada to your program a visit to the Dachau

























THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

July 2, 1985

Dear Mr. Hayutin:

On behalf of President Reagan, 1 want to acknowledge your
message and the deep concern that led you to oppose his

decision to visit the German military cemetery at Bitburg,
West Germany. I can assure you that the President under-

- stands the personal sense of pain you expressed in your

communication. As he said in his remarks-on May 5 at the
Bitburg Air BRase, he recognizes and regrets the distress
this visit prompted in what should be a time of healing.

The President_has asked me to send you the enclosed tran=-
scripts of his remarks at the Bergen-Belsen Concentration
Camp and at Bitburg Air_ Base. He hopes that they will help
you understand his conviction, asserted anew following his
visit to Bergen-Belsen, "We will never forget, and we sa¥y

_ -with the-victims of that HolocauSt: ~ Never again."

With the President's best wishes, _ - -

- o Sincerely,

Anne Higgins
Special Assistant to the President
and Director of Correspondence

The Honorable Murray Paul Hayutin
2198 Green Oaks Drive
Littleton, CO 80121
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T HE WHTITE HOUSE OFFICE
REFERRAL

MAY 6, 1985

TO: DEPARTMENT OF STATE

ACTION REQUESTED:

DIRECT REPLY, FURNISH INFO COPY

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING:
ID: 302581
MEDIA: TELEGRAM, DATED APRIL 12, 1985
TO: PRESIDENT REAGAN
FROM: MR. JOHN MOORE
PRESIDENT
NEW YORK GOLD AND SILVER FUTURES
EXCHANGE
42 WEST 35TH STREET
NEW YORK NY 10001
SUBJECT: WRITES IN SUPPORT OF PLAN TO VISIT GERMAN
MILITARY CEMETERY DURING EUROPEAN TRIP
PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN

TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486.

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE

(OR DRAFT) TO:
AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE

SALLY KELLEY
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE





















world an appalling insensitivity. Only by remembering the holocaust
can humanity make sure that never again shall there be another

holocaust.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that we call upon President Ronald Regan
to reconsider his visit to the Bitburg Military Cemetery, because
such a visit would be paying homage to Nazi soldiers who killed
Americané. The President's willingness to visit a German Military
Cenetery shocks us because it opens old wounds among American Vet-
erans of World War II who fought the Nazi armies and it would con-~-
stitute an insult to those American sons and daughters who made

the Supreme Sacrifice in the defense of their country and of human

freedom and dignity.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution be sent
to President Ronald Regan, the Michigan Congressional Delegation and
the National Commander of the Jewish War Veterans of the United

States,

DEPARTMENT OF MICHIGAN
JEWISH WAR VETERANS OF THE UNITED §

DLUWLN ~UDL, oisnixe COMMANDER












