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UNCLASSIFIED
(Classification)

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT
TRANSMITTAL FORM

S/S 8513680

Date August 9, 1985

For: Mr. Robert C. McFarlane
National Security Council
The White House

Reference:
To: President Reagan From: The Honorable John Knight
Date: April 11, 1985 Subject: Expresses Concern Regarding

Decision not to visit a Nazi Concentration Camp

WH Referral Dated: May 2, 1985 NsC ID# 302671
(if any)

The attached item was sent directly to the
Department of State

Action Taken:

A dfaft reply is attached.
A draft reply will be forwarded.
A translation is attached.
X An information copy of a direct reply is attached.

We believe no response is necessary for the reason
cited below.

The Department of State has noc objection to the
proposed travel.

Other.
Remarks:
%zf( é/«%ftﬂ

S —Nicholas Platt
Executive Secretary

UNCLASSIFIED

(Classification)




United States Department of State

Washingion. D.C. 20520

Dear Mr. Knight:

1 have been asked to reply to your letter of April 11 to
President Reagan regarding his trip to the Federal Republic of
Germany.

The President made absolutely clear during his visit the
revulsion all Americans feel for the horrors which were
committed in the name of the German state and our determination
not to forget them. As you know, his itinerary included a
ceremony at the site of the Bergen-Belsen concentration camp,
in order to pay homage to all those who perished at the hands
of the Nazis. As he said on the anniversary on April 21 of the
liberation of that camp, and again during his own visit, there
can and should be no absolution.

The President strongly believes that, as part of our
efforts to learn from the experiences of this dark era, we must
not reject opportunities for reconciliation. It was in this
spirit that he was asked by Chancellor Kohl, and accepted the
invitation, to visit a German military cemetery in Bitburg.

For four decades, the Federal Republic of Germany has faced
up to the guilt and responsibilities of its Nazi past and has,
in countless ways, demonstrated concretely its commitment to
democratic ideals and human rights, including by standing
shoulder to shoulder with us in the Alliance in defense of
freedom. (The trip to Bitburg included a visit to the large
Bitburg Air Base, which houses members of both the U.S. and
German Air Forces.) With particular regard to the younger
generation in Germany, it is important to demonstrate that,
while we continue to hold the nation responsible for its past,
we do not consider them to bear individual responsibility for
the crimes of Nazism.

The Honorable
John Knight,
States Attorney,
Bond County Court House,
Greenville, Illinois.



-
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The President did not consider his appearance at Bitburg to
represent an act of forgivenees for those crimes, but rather
one of acknowledgment of the democratic society the German
people have built. Be considered this to be a2 positive gesture
which in no way detracted from hieg full and heartfelt
comnitment to remember and honor the victims of the Bolocaust
and the American soldiers who gave their lives to defeat the
Nazi regime and its crimes.

Bincerely yours,

S=/
Jayne H. Plank
Director, Intergovernmental Affairs

Office of Legislative and
Intergovernmental Affairs













THE WHITE .. QUSE

WASHINGTON
May 8, 1985

Dear Mr. Stokes:

Thank you for sharing with us your views concerning the President's State
Visit to the Federal Republic of Germany. We fully understand the depth
of your concerns and assure you the President's feelings about the crimes
against humanity perpetrated by the Nazi regime are no less deeply felt.
President Reagan has attempted to make absolutely clear during his visit
the revulsion all Americans feel for the horrors which were committed in
the name of the German state and our ~:termination not to forget them.

As you know, his itinerary included a ceremony at Bergen-Belsen concen-
tration camp in order to pay homage to all those who perished at the hands
of the Nazis. As he said on the anniversary of the liberation of that camp
April 21, there can and should be no absolution.

President Reagan is certain you agree that, as part of our efforts to learn
from the experiences of this dark era, we must not reject opportunities for
reconciliation. The President was asked by Chancellor Kohl to pay a visit
to a German military cemetery in Bitburg, and he has honored that request.

For four decades, the Federal Republic of Germany has faced up to the guilt
and responsibilities of its Nazi past and has, in countless ways, demonstrated
concretely its commitment to democratic ideals and human rights, including
standing shoulder to shoulder with us in the Alliance in defense of freedom.
With particular regard to the younger generation in Germany, it is important
to demonstrate that, while we continue to hold the nation responsible for its
past, we do not consider them to bear individual responsibility for the crimes
of Nazism. C

Let me make clear that the President does not consider his appearance at
Bitburg to represent an act of forgiveness for those crimes, but rather one
of acknowledgment of the democratic society the German people have built.
He considers this to be a positive gesture which in no way detracts from
his full and heartfelt commitment to remember and honor the victims of the
Holocaust and the American soldiers who gave their lives to defeat the Nazi
regime and its crimes.

Sincerely,

M. B. Oglesby, Jr.
Assistant to the President

The Honorable Louis Stokes
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

MBO/STATE/NSC/KRJ/ech-MBO8
cc: Will Ball, Cong. Affrs. i/












THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
May 8, 1985

Dear Mrs. Schroeder:

Thank you for sharing with us your views concerning the President's State
Visit to the Federal Republic of Germany. We fully understand the depth
of your concerns and assure you the President's feelings about the crimes
against humanity perpetrated by the Nazi regime are no less deeply felt.
President Reagan has attempted to make absolutely clear during his wvisit
the revulsion all Americans feel for the horrors which were committed in
the name of the German state and our determination not to forget them.

As you know, his itinerary included a ceremony at Bergen-Belsen concen-
tration camp in order to pay homage to all those who perished at the hands
of the Nazis. As he said on the anniversary of the liberation of that camp
April 21, there can and should be no absolution.

President Reagan is certain you agree that, as part of our efforts to learn
from the experiences of this dark era, we must not reject opportunities for
reconciliation. The President was asked by Chancellor Kohl to pay a visit
to a German military cemetery in Bitburg, and he has honored that request.

For four decades, the Federal Republic of Germany has faced up to the guilt
and responsibilities of its Nazi past and has, in countless ways, demonstrated
concretely its commitment to democratic ideals and human rights, including
standing shoulder to shoulder with us in the Alliance in defense of freedom.
With particular regard to the younger generation in Germany, it is important
to demonstrate that, while we continue to hold the nation responsible for its
past, we do not consider them to bear individual responsibility for the crimes
of Nazism.

Let me make clear that the President does not consider his appearance at
Bitburg to represent an act of forgiveness for those crimes, but rather one
of acknowledgment of the democratic society the German people have built.
He considers this to be a positive gesture which in no way detracts from
his full and heartfelt commitment to remember and honor the victims of the
Holocaust and the American soldiers who gave their lives to defeat the Nazi
regime and its crimes.

Sincerely,

M. B. Oglesby, Jr.
Assistant to the President

The Honorable Patricia Schroeder
"louse of Representatives
washington, D.C. 20515
MBO/STATE/NSC/KRJ/ech-MBOS8
cc: Will Ball, Cong. Affrs.’
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4 i THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 8, 1985

Dear Clay:

Thank you for sharing with us your views concerning the President's State
Visit to the Federal Republic of Germany. We fully understand the depth
of your concerns and assure you the President’s feelings about the crimes
against humanity perpetrated by the Nazi regime are no less deeply felt.
President Reagan has attempted to make absolutely clear during his visit
the revulsion all Americans feel for the horrors which were committed in
the name of the German state and our determination not to forget them.

As you know, his itinerary included a ceremony at Bergen-Belsen concen-
tration camp in order to pay homage to all those who perished at the hands
of the Nazis. As he said on the anniversary of the liberation of that camp
April 21, there can and should be no absolution.

President Reagan is certain you agree that, as part of our efforts to learn
from the experiences of this dark era, we must not reject opportunities for
reconciliation. The President was asked by Chancellor Kohl to pay a visit
to a German military cemetery in Bitburg, and he has honored that request.

For four decades, the Federal Republic of Germany has faced up to the guilt
and responsibilities of its Nazi past and has, in countless ways, demonstrated
concretely its commitment to democratic ideals and human rights, including
standing shoulder to shoulder with us in the Alliance in defense of freedom.
With particular regard to the younger generation in Germany, it is important
to demonstrate that, while we continue to hold the nation responsible for its
past, we do not consider them to bear individual responsibility for the crimes
of Nazism.

Let me make clear that the President does not consider his appearance at -
Bitburg to represent an act of forgiveness for those crimes, but rather one
of acknowledgment of the democratic society the German people have built.
He considers this to be a positive gesture which in no way detracts from
his full and heartfelt commitment to remember and honor the victims of the
Holocaust and the American soldiers who gave their lives to defeat the Nazi
regime and its crimes.

Sincerely,

M. B. Oglesby, Jr.
Assistant to the President

The Honorable E. Clay Shaw, Jr,
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

MBO/STATE/NSC/KRJ/ech-MB@S
cc:  Will Ball, Cong. Affrs.,



April 12, 1985

The Honor: le Ronald W. Reagan
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

I have been gquite concerned over one segment of your
itinerary for the Economic Summit in Europe. It has been
reported that while your itinerary is still incomplete,

+ 1t Includes the possibility of a visit at a German cemetery
1for their World War II dead. I strongly recommend that you
\do not do this.

There are individuals and families living in the United States
whose memories and lives remain scarred by not only World War IT,
but because of the atrocitles committed by Adolf Hitler and his
Nazi butchers. The Nazi Holocaust remains a vivid memory in the
minds of the American people, both Jew and non-Jew. Although T
am in no way questioning you or your staff's motivation in
considering such a visit, T would hope that you would not do so
as such a visit by the President of the United States would be
most offensive tTo many people whom you and I serve.

Best wishes for a most successful Summit; you co
make the American people proud by your representgfiio

finue to

ECS:rds
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HAMILTON FISH
655 PARK AVENUE, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10021
(212) 628-5592

April 13, 1985

Honorable Ronald Reagan
The White House
Washington D.C.

Dear Mr. President,

I am glad you intend to place a wreath at the
German ceremony connected with their armed forces.
I also urge you to place a wreath at Dachau or
some other German concentration camp where Jews
were killed which would satisfy the 50 million
Germans in this country and 6 million Jews
and most of the American people. But if you fail
to do so, not only Democratic Jews but the Demo-
cratic organization will try to make a racial
issue out of it.

With kind regards and best wishes.

Sincerely yours,

Hamorcosr wan
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- et
4/,‘” ) REAR ADMIRAL GEORGE W. BAUERNSCHMIDT. RET.
y(}g,';jg 681 HENDLER ROAD
4“ SEVERNA PARK, MD 21146

TELEPHONE (301) 647-5505 15 April, 1985

Dear President Reagan,

As a military professional who served in World Wars One
and Two I applaud your _decision to visit a cemetery of the
German war dead. Those graves represent humans who differ from
me only in that they are dead and they lost the war. But like
me and many millions of other Americans they served their Country.

Again I applaud.

Sincerely,


















THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 2, 1985

Dear Mr. Tyler:

Your letter to the President dated
April 17, 1985 has been received
at the White House.

Thank you for writing.
Sincerely, s v

Special Assistant
to the President
for Public Liaison

;s?a—ﬂgéé\ r\v:/-\

Mr. Gus Tyler

National Chairman

American Veterans Committee
1346 Connecticut Avenue, N.W.
Suite 930

Washington, D.C. 20036
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April 15, 1985

The President
The White House
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. President:

The Americap Veterans Commitiee is greatly
disturbed at your decision to visit the German
cemetery at Bitburg during your forthcoming visit

to The Federal Republic of Germany, after your
decision not to visit a concentration camp.

Meeting in Washington this past Saturday, the
National Board of the AVC pessed a resolution which
we are attaching.

We hope that you will reconsider your decisions
and reverse them.

ATTACHMENT: RESOLUTION
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The President
The White House
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. President:

April 15, 1985

The American Veterans Committee is greatly
disturbed at your decision to visit the German
cemetery at Bitburg during your forthcoming visit
to The Federal Republic of Germany, after your
declsion not to visit a concentration camp.

Meeting in Washington this past Saturday, the
Nationel Board of the AVC passed a resolution which

we are attaching.

We hope that you will reconsider your decisions

and reverse them.

ATTACHMENT: RESOLUTION

Sincng}y,

C AN

Gus Tyler |
National Chairman

2S.000 Mesbexs
wmded /G4y

To achieve a more democratic and prosperous America and a more stable World
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 2, 1985

Dear Mr. Zielinski:

Your letter to the President dated
April 15, 1985 has been received
at the White House.

Thank you for writing.

"_¥\Sincerely, fﬁw
i !; e ’ =

—_— e
Douglas iggs />//~1//;}//
Special Assistant

to the President
for Public Liaison

Mr. David J. Zielinski

National Commander

Catholic War Veterans

of the United States of America
2 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20001
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15 April 1985

)C ’ The President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

My dear Mr. President:

We of the Catholic War Veterans, U.S.A., petition you to cancel
your planned wreath laying tribute to the buried German military
personnel at Bitburg on May 5th.

If the United States, and you as Commander in Chief, wish to
commemorate the end of World War Il without reawakening the
memories and passions of that era, discretion would be the greater
part of valor to demonstrate 40 years of peace and reconcilation in
Europe by paying tribute to those Americans who made the supreme
sacrifice at the Battle of the Bulge.

The wounds of World War Il suffered by this nation's 28 million living
veterans and their acts of heroism to preserve a humane world would
be placed on a parallel with the inhumane war criminal acts of Nazi
Germany. The atrocities and scars of our soldiers who were held
prisoners of war by their Nazi captors cannot be eradicated within a
short period of 40 years.

Mr. President, we of the Catholic War Veterans of the United States
of America, appeal to you to forego any public demonstration on your
part to pay homage in honoring the members of the German Armed
Forces who fought to destroy humanity and freedom throughout the
world.

















