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Dear Mr. Knight: 

Lnited Statet Depqrtm ent of Stak 

Washington. D. C. 20520 

I have been asked to reply to your letter of April 11 to 
President Reagan regarding his trip to the Federal Republic of 
Germany. 

The President made absolutely clear during his visit the 
revulsion all Americans feel for the horrors which were 
committed in the name of the German state and our determination 
not to forget them. As you know, his itinerary included a 
ceremony at the site of the Bergen-Belsen concentration camp, 
in order to pay homage to all those who perished at the hands 
of the Nazis. As he said on the anniversary on April 21 of the 
liberation of that camp, and again during his own visit, there 
can and should be no absolution. 

The President strongly believes that, as part of our 
efforts to learn from the experiences of this dark era, we must 
not reject opportunities for reconciliation. It was in this 
spirit that he was asked by Chancellor Kohl, and accepted the 
invitation, to visit a German military cemetery in Bitburg. 

For four decades, the Federal Republic of Germany has faced 
up to the guilt and responsibilities of its Nazi past and has, 
in countless ways, demonstrated concretely its commitment to 
democratic ideals and human rights, including by standing 
shoulder to shoulder with us in the Alliance in defense of 
freedom. (The trip to Bitburg included a visit to the large 
Bitburg Air Base, which houses members of both the U.S. and 
German Air Forces.) With particular regard to the younger 
generation in Germany, it is important to demonstrate that, 
while we continue to hold the nation responsible for its past, 
we do not consider them to bear individual responsibility for 
the crimes of Nazism. 

The Honorable 
John Knight, 

States Attorney, 
Bond County Court House, 

Greenville, Illinois. 
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The President did not consider bis appearance at Bitburg to 
represent an act of forgiveneas for those crimes, but rather 
one of acknowledg~ent of the democratic aociety the Geraan 
people have built. Be considered this to be a positive gesture 
which in no way detracted from his full and heartfelt 
commitment to remember and honor the victims of the Holocaust 
and the American soldiers who gave their lives to defeat the 
Nazi regime and its crimes. 

Sincerely yours, 

Jayne B. Plank 
Director, Intergovernmental Affairs 
Office of Legialative and 
Intergovernmental Affairs 

I 
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OFFICE OF STATE'S ATTORNEY 

JOHN KNIGHT 

BONO COUNTY COUIH HOUSE 

GREENVILLE ILLINOIS &224& 

MICHAELE SHEELEY 

INVESTIGATOlt 

President Ronald Reagan 
White House 
Washington, D.C. 

20013 

Dear President Reagan: 

April 11, 1985 

CAltOLYN CUltTIS 

o,,icE SECIHTAltY 

The purpose of this letter is to voice my displeasure, anger 
and sorrow over two of your recent decisions. Being an elected 
o-f..f.~Lmys~lf, I generally limit my letters to praise, com­
mendation and appreciation of various decisions and actions. 
In this case, I would not forgive myself if I did not make an 
exception and let you, or I suppose more appropriately "Your 
Staff", know how I feel. 

I was displeased with your decision not to visit the Nazi 
Concentration Camp during your upcoming visit to West Germanv. 
My displeasure was not mitigated by your March 21 excuses that 
indicated you felt more harm would be done by recollecting such 
matters. In light of the opportunity that the 40t:1 Anniversary 
of the end of World War II affords, I felt that your judgment 
was bad. My displeasure turned to anger when I became- aware __ of 
your April 11 decision to visit a German Military Graveyard 
during the visit . to West Germany. To visit a German graveyard 
ind to place a wreath on the grave of a dead German soldier, 
in a place where no Americans are buried is despicable. The 
graveyard is located in a place where many Americans died 
during World War II and holds the bodies of Germans who fought 
for the torture, annihilation and genecide of millions of Jews, 
as well as any one who chose to attempt to halt the insane plan 
of the Nazis. I cannot even conceive of what noble purpose will 
be served when you when you visit that graveyard and place that 
wreath as head of state for the United States of America. 

As I realize that this is just one letter and that it will be 
read b y some low level member of your staff, I harbor no hope 
that you will be sensitive to my ideas. As I make this reali­
zation, my anger has matured into sorrow for the many Jews and 
the fa~ilies of the many Americans who fought and died at the 
hands of the Germans in World War II and for the me ssage that 
the y will be receiving from your actions. I certainl y hope that 
y our s ent iments are not a reflection o~ the maj o r i t y of Americans. 
You h a ~e lost my respect. 

J 
JY: c a c 
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Dear Mr. Stokes: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 8, 1985 

Thank you for sharing with us your views concerning the President's State 
Visit to the Federal Republic of Germany. We fully understand the depth 
of your concerns and assure you the President's feelings about the crimes 
against humanity perpetrated by the Nazi regime are no less deeply felt. 
President Reagan has attempted to make absolutely clear during his visit 
the revulsion all Americans feel for the horrors which were committed in 
the name of the German state and our determination not to forget them. 
As you know, his itinerary included a ceremony at Bergen-Belsen concen­
tration camp in order to pay homage to all those who perished at the hands 
of the Nazis. As he said on the anniversary of the liberation of that camp 
April 21, there can and should be no absolution. 

President Reagan is certain you agree that, as part of our efforts to learn 
from the experiences of this dark era, we must not reject opportunities for 
reconciliation. The President was asked by Chancellor Kohl to pay a visit 
to a German military cemetery in Bit burg, and he has honored that request. 

For four decades, the Federal Republic of Germany has faced up to the guilt 
and responsibilities of its Nazi past and has, in countless ways, demonstrated 
concretely its commitment to democratic ideals and human rights, including 
standing shoulder to shoulder with us in the Alliance in defense of freedom. 
With particular regard to the younger generation in Germany, it is important 
to demonstrate that, while we continue to hold the nation responsible for its 
past, we do not consider them to bear individual responsibility for the crimes 
of Nazism. 

Let me make clear that the President does not consider his appearance at 
Bitburg to represent an act of forgiveness for those crimes, but rather one 
of acknowledgment of the democratic society the German people have built. 
He considers this to be a positive gesture which in no way detracts from 
his full and heartfelt commitment to remember and honor the victims of the 
Holocaust and the American soldiers who gave their lives to defeat the Nazi 
regime and its crimes. 

Sincerely, 

M. B . Oglesby, Jr. 
Assistant to the President 

The Honorable Louis Stokes 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 20515 

- - ·-····· ·-·· - ---- · 

MBO/STATE/NSC/KRJ/ech-MB08 
cc: Will Ball, Cong. Affrs. V 
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DISTRICT OFFICE: 

PERMANENT SELECT COMMITTEE il' ON INTELLIGENCE 
f CHAIRMAN: 

COMMITTEE ON STANDARDS 
OF OFFI CIAL CONDUCT 

PRESIDENT: 
CONGRESSIONAL BLACK CAUCUS 

FOUNDATION 

FORMER CHAIRMAN: 
SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS 

FORMER CHAIRMAN: 
CONGRESSIONAL BLACK CAUCUS 

The Honorable Ronald Reagan 
President 
United States of America 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave ., N . W. 
Washington , D. C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

April 15 , 1985 

ROOM 2947 
NEW FEDERAL OFFICE BUILDI NG 

1240 EAST 9TH STREET 
CLEVELAND, OH 44199 

(216) 522-4900 

CLEVELAND HEIGHTS OFFICE 
21 40 LEE ROAD 

SUITE 211 
CLEVELAND HEIGHTS, OH 44 118 

(216) 522-4907 

\
I urge you to reconsider the scheduled May 5th visit to the 
Military Cemetery at Bitburg during your official visit to 
West Germany . After appropriate review, I hope that you will 

. e :b_ th~~~...i~ .•... t~.!~ tbt; rg ,..S;:~~~¥--.S~~£$l!!.1~ Y--2-~ ... t~.Sl ~9~.-~ ~~-::,:~-~ i ~ _7, 

to t e Nazi cop.,...q~..nI.~~'eJ. .. QD.,:.C...§.J.nR..- ,~•;tt,.,.,,o_~ hau on your i t1nerary . 
....... ---~-·•-,. ·~~ ......... ----· -~._ .. x,... . 

As you know , many Nazis were buried at the Bitburg Cemetery 
following the Battle of the Bulge. While the German people 
today cannot and should not be held responsible for the 
atrocities committed by the Nazis , the horrors of the Holocaust 
cannot be forgotten . Six million Jews were killed . 

Thousands of American soldiers also lost their lives fighting 
the Germans during World War II. Those lost lives were the 
costly price of f r eedom . We cannot afford to forget that fact . 
Neither should the world ever forget the immortal lives of 
the Jews who died at Dachau . 

Mindful of the past , America has become the world leader for 
peace and freedom . The Bonn Summit, in which you are 
participating , is a prime example of America ' s commitment to 
global cooperation , peace and freedom . However, a visit to 
the Bitburg Cemetery, particularly in the absence of a visit 
to Dachau , would reflect an insensitivity to the families and 
victims of the Holocaust which is not reflective of the views 
of Americans . 



The Honorable Ronald Reagan 
April 15 , 1985 
Page Two 

Therefore , I request you to reconsider your plans . This 
week , ceremonies will be he l d at the U. S . Capitol and in 
the capitols of all 50 states commemorating the 40th anniversary 
of the end of the Holocaust . An official visit to Dachau 
during your trip to West Germany , would be an appropriate 
opportunity for you to remind the world of the historic 
statement made by Baal Shem Tov , "Forgetfulness leads to 
exile - while remembrance is the secret o f redemption . " 
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u THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH! NGTON 

May 8, 1985 

Dear Mrs. Schroeder: 

Thank you for sharing with us your views concerning the President's State 
Visit to the Federal Republic of Germany . We fully understand the depth 
of your concerns and assure you the President's feelings about the crimes 
against humanity perpetrated by the Nazi regime are no less deeply felt. 
President Reagan has attempted to make absolutely clear during his visit 
the revulsion all Americans feel for the horrors which were committed in 
the name of the German state and our determination not to forget them. 
As you know , his itinerary included a ceremony at Bergen-Belsen concen- · 
tration camp in order to pay homage to all those who perished at the hands 
of the Nazis. As he said on the anniversary of the liberation of that camp 
April 21 , there can and should be no absolution. 

President Reagan is certain you agree that, as part of our efforts to learn 
from the experiences of this dark era, we must not reject opportunities for 
reconciliation. The President was asked by Chancellor Kohl to pay a visit 
to a German military cemetery in Bitburg, and he has honored that request. 

For four decades, the Federal Republic of Germany has faced up to the guilt 
and responsibilities of its Nazi past and has, in countless ways, demonstrated 
concretely its commitment to democratic ideals and human rights, including 
standing shoulder to shoulder with us in the Alliance in defense of freedom. 
With particular regard to the younger generation in Germany , it is important 
to demonstrate that, while we continue to hold the nation responsible for its 
past, we do not consider them to bear individual responsibility for the crimes 
of Nazism. 

Let me make clear that the President does not consider his appearance at 
Bitburg to represent an act of forgiveness for those crimes , but rather one 
of acknowledgment of the democratic society the German people have built. 
He considers this to be a positive gesture which in no way detracts from 
his full and heartfelt commitment to remember and honor the victims of the 
Holocaust and the American soldiers who gave their lives to defeat the Nazi 
regime and its crimes . 

Sincerely, 

M. B. Oglesby , Jr . 
Assistant to the President 

The Honorable Patricia Schroeder 
Tfouse of Representatives 
Washington , D. C . 20515 

MBO/STATE/NSC/KRJ/ech-MBP8 
cc: Will Ball, Cong . Affrs . .A/ 
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-3 SCHROEDER 
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2410 RAYBURN HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20515 

(202) 225-4431 

DISTRICT OFFICE: 

1767 HIGH STREET 

DENVER, COLORADO 802 18 

(303) 398-0970 

.:If ,3C)o26 ?6 

~ongrcss of tbc 11 nitcb ~tatcs 
J,oust of l\epresentatibts 

Ma~bington, :m.c. 20515 

April 15, 1985 , 

Dear Mr. President: 

ARMED SERVICES COMMITTEE 

POST OFFICE AND CIVIL 
SERVICE COMMITTEE 

J UDICIARY COMMITTEE 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON 
CHILDREN, YOUTH & 

FAMILIES 

CONGRESSIONAL CAUCUS FOR 
WOMEN'S ISSUES, CO-CHAIR 

/ Your plan to visit the German military cemetei:y_ng .a.c. -Bi-tbu~g- is- wi:-o.ng. 
A few weeks ago you decided not to visit the Dachau concentration camp . 
I have visited that camp with my family. Everyone, government official 
or private citizen , should make that pilgrimage . 

It is not a question of whether there are , as you remarked, "very few 
alive that remember even the war." Although your statement is obviously 
unt r ue , i f it were true that would be all the more reason to visit 
Dachau • 

Dachau is a chill i ng remi nder of t he power and inhumanity of a state 
gone mad . We need to be reminded. 

I sincerely hope you will reconsider your plans. 

. ~ . ~ 

at Schroeder 
Congresswoman 

THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPER MADE WITH RECYCLED FIBERS 
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u THE WHliE HOUSE 

W-AS HI NG TON 

May 8, 1985 

Dear Clay: 

Thank you for sharing with us your views concerning the President's State 
Visit to the Federal Republic of Germany . We fully understand the depth 
of your concerns and assure you the President's feelings about the crimes 
against humanity perpetrated by the Nazi regime are no less deeply felt . 
President' Reagan has attempted to make absolutely clear during his visit 
the revulsion all Americans feel for the horrors which were committed in 
the name of the German state and our determination not to forget them. 
As you know , his itinerary included a ceremony at Bergen-Belsen concen­
tration camp in order to pay homage to all those who perished at the hands 
of the Nazis. As he said on the anniversary of the liberation of that camp 
April 21, there can and should be no absolution. 

President Reagan is certain you agree that , as part of our efforts to learn 
from the experiences of this dark era , we must not reject opportunities for 
reconciliation. The President was asked by Chancellor Kohl to pay a visit 
to a German military cemetery in Bitburg, and he has honored that request . 

For four decades , the Federal Republic of Germany has faced up to the guilt 
and responsibilities of its Nazi past and has, in countless ways, demonstrated 
concretely its commitment to democratic ideals and human rights , including 
standing shoulder to shoulder with us in the Alliance in defense of freedom . 
With particular regard to the younger generation in Germany , it is important 
to demonstrate that , while we continue to hold the nation responsible for its 
past , we do not consider them to bear individual responsibility for the crimes 
of Nazism. 

Let me make clear that the President does not consider his appearance at · 
Bitburg to represent an act of forgiveness for those crimes , but rather one 
of acknowledgment of the democratic society the German people have built. 
He considers this to be a positive gesture which in no way detracts from 
his full and heartfelt commitment to remember and honor the victims of the 
Holocaust and the American soldiers who gave their lives to defeat the Nazi 
regime and its crimes . 

Sincerely , 

M. B . Oglesby , Jr. 
Assistant to the President 

The Honorable E . Clay Shaw , Jr. 
House of Representatives 
Washington , D . C . 20515 

MBO /ST ATE/NSC /KRJ I ech-MB Q>8 
cc: Will Ball, Cong. Affrs. 
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IUBCOMMITTEH: 

322 CANNON HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 
WASHINGTON, DC 20515 

MONOPOLIES AND COMMERCIAL LAW 

CRIME 
(2021 225--3028 

DISTRICT OFFICE: 

BROWARD FEDERAL BUILDING 
299 EAST BROWARD BOULEVARD 

FORT LAUDERDALE, FL 33301 
(3051 522-1800 <tongrts.s of tht tlnittd £,tatt.s 

11\on.se of Rtprt.smtati\lt.s 
~ashington, ll~ 20515 

The Honorable Ronald W. Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

April 12, 1985 

I have been quite concerned over one segment of your 
itinerary for the Economic Summit in Europe . It has been 
reported that while your itinerary is still incomplete, 

\

it includes the possibility of a visit at a German cemetery 
for their World War II dead. I strongly recommend that yo u 
do not do this. 

PUBLIC WORKS AND 
TRANSPORTATION 

SUBCOMMITTEES: 

PUBLIC BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS 

INVESTIGATIONS AND OVERSIGHT 

AVIATION 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON 
NARCOTICS ABUSE AND CONTROL 

There are individuals and families living in the United States 
whose memories and lives remain scarred by not only World War II, 
but because of the atrocities committed by Adolf Hitler and his 
Nazi butchers. The Nazi Holocaust remains a vivid memory in the 
minds of the American people, both Jew and non-Jew. Although I 
am in no way questioning you or your staff's motivation in 
considering such a visit, I would hope that you wou l d not do so 
as such a visi t by the President of the United States would be 
most offensive to many peop l e whom you and I serve. 

Best wishes for a most successful Summit; vou continue to 
make the American people proud by your represe 

ECS:rds 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

CORRESPONDENCE TRACKING WORKSHEET 
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DATE RECEIVED: APRIL 17, 1985 

1'1AME TOF CORRESPONDENT: THE HONORABLE HAMILTON FISH 

SUBJECT: WRITES IN SUPPORT 'OF VISIT TO GERMAN MILITARY ---CEMETERY AND URGES ALSO PLACING WREATH AT 
SOMF TOTHER CONCENTRATION CAMP 
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'OFFICE/ AGENCY ( STAFF t,1AME) 
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REFERRAL NOTE.: 
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REFERRAL NOTE.: 

REFERRAL NOTE: 

COMMENTS: 
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---------------------------------
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MAIL USER CODES: (A) ( B) ------ ------ (C) ____ _ 

********************************************************************* 
*ACTION CODES: 
* 

*DISPOSITION CODES; 
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*A-APPROPRIATE ACTION *A-ANSWERED 
*C-CO~MFNT/RECO~ *B-NON-SPEC-REFERRAL 
*D-DRAFT RESPONSE *C-COMPLETED 
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* 
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* 

********************************************************************* 

REFER OUESTTONS AND ROUTING UPDATES TO CENTRAL REFERENCE 
(ROOM 79iOEOB) EXT. 2590 
KEEP THIS WORKSREET ATTACHED TO THE ·oRIGI1'1AL INCOMING 
LETTER AT ALL TIMES AND SEND COMPLETED RECORD TO RECORDS 
MAf'1AGEMEFT. 



-HAMILTON FISH 

655 PARK AVENUE, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10021 

(212) 628-5592 

Honorable Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington D.C. 

Dear Mr. President, 

April 13, 1985 

I am glad you intend to place a wreath at the 
German ceremony connected with their armed forces. 
I also urge you to p l ace a wreath at Dachau or 
some other German concentration camp where . Jews 
were killed which would satisfy the 50 million 
Germans in this country and 6 million Jews 
and most of the American people. But if you fail 
to do so, not only Democratic Jews but the Demo­
cratic organization will try to make a racial 
issue out of it. 

With kind regards and best wishes. 

Sincerely yours, 
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CORRFSPOt-1DENCE TRACKING WORKSHEET 1 i(/J3tl 
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DATE PECEIVFD: APFIL 17, 1985 

NAME 'OF CORPESPONDENT.: REAP ADMIRAL GEORGE W. BAUERNSCHMIDT t) r .. 

SUBJECT: WRITES IN SUPPORT 'OF DECISION TO VISIT 
GFRJITAN MILITARY CE~11ETERY 

ROUTE TO: 
'OFFICE/ AGENCY (STAFF NAME) 

EDWARD FICKEY, ·JR 
J) REFERRAL NOTE.: 

0Jwe.u. ITV\.ffinkA-
REFERRAL N0TE: 

REFERRAL NOTE: 

REFERPAL NOTE.: 

REFERRAL NOTE.: 

C0~MENTS: 

ACTION DISPOSITION 

ACT DATE TYPE 
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********************************************************************* 
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*R-DIPECT REPLY W/COPY * 
*S-FOR-SIGNATURE * 
*X~INTERIM REPLY * 
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* CODE= A * 
*COMPLETED= DATE OF * 
* 'OUTGOING* 
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* 
* 

* 
* 
* 

· ********************************************************************* 

REFER QUESTIONS AND ROUTING UPDATES TO CENTRAL REFERENCE 
(ROOM 79iOEOB) EXT. 2590 
KEEP THIS WORKSHEET ATTACHED TO THE ORIGINAL INCOMING 
LETTER AT ALL TIMES AND SEND COMPLETED RECORD TO RECORDS 
MAi'1AGEMENT. 



,Tune 14 ~ 19n5 

Th~::ink ·you v,?,ry much for your vJnd message . ! mn 
most g:1.",.'!.tef ul for your geni'::rm.ts wordi.; . Th•:y merm 
tt g;re.d d(>al t{' t"'ie , eBpeciRlly i .. vie·w of your own 
wru.--tir;ie e::-..l:)o:ri1:u·:·e and all you1• servic~ to our 
oou:ntry . 

H .s\'.?cm~ t~ M:C v?e ~ettieved &omethiHg i~iot,t untrnual 
forty years &go. f:ack th1•-our;h history ~ war8 were 
::iettled in eiuch 1J way they planted the seeds 'for 
the next war . The hatreds and dvr<lt•ies ~t¾nninerl . 
Not this Um0. J.!ere it is f,:>,.ir d1E!c .• rt~£: later s .d 
QUI' erstwhile em mies nre our stnunehest friends 
and allies .. 

Ag.ai.:1 ~ my th:mkn to .r•:.u t nd very best wist-ws . 

Sincerely, f 
RONALD REAGAN 

~ADti" George w. n uer,lfiChi;1idt. USN' Ret . 
681 Hendler Rond 
Se¥e~n~ Pa:rk , '\~ar,dund 21146 

RR/DE/AVH /efr B T B URG 
Bitburg 5(v) 

850614 



Pl'l"ON 

BITBURG svaY-

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTOl' ' 



REAR ADM IRAL GEORGE W. BAUERNSCHMIDT. RET. 

681 HENDLER ROAD 

SEVERNA PARK. MD 2 1 1 46 

T ELEPHONE (30 1) 6 4 7-5505 15 April, 1985 

Dear President Reagan, 

As a military professional who served in World Wars One 
and Two I applaud your decis_iDR t -0- -V-i · :t · a qem~ter of the 
German war dead. Those graves represent humans who d i ffer from 
me only in that they are dead and they lost the war. But like 
me and many mil l ions of other Am ericans t hey served their Country. 

Aga in I applaud. 
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CORRESPONDE1'1CE TRACKH!G WORKSHEET 

DATE FECFIVED: APRIL 17, 1985 

NAME 'OF CORRESPONDENT: MISS SALLY FRIEDMAN 

ID# 302702 

SUBJECT: URGES CHANGING PLANS TO VISIT GERMAN MILITARY ---
CEMETERY AND SUGGESTS COMMEMORATING ALL 
VICTIMS -op WORLD WAR II 

ACTTON DISPOSITTON 

ROUTE TO: 
'OFBICE/ AGENCY (STAFF NAME) 

ACT DATE TYPE 
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C COMPLETED 
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---------------------------------
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********************************************************************* 
*ACTION CODES.: 

* 
*DISPOSITION CODES: 

* 
*A-APPROPRIATE ACTION *A-ANSWERED 
*C-COMMENT/RECOM *B-NON-SPEC-REFERRAL 
*D-DRAFT RESPONSE *C-COMPLETED 
*F-FUFNISH FACT SHEET *S-SUSPE~DED 
*I-INFO COPY/NO ACT NEC* 
*R-DIRECT FEPLY W/COPY * 
*S-FOR-SIGNATURE * 
*X-INTERIM REPLY * 

*OUTGOING * 
* CORRESPONDENCE: * 
*TYPE RESP=INITIALS * 
* 'OF SIGNER * 
* CODE = A * 
*COMPLETED = DATE 'OF * 
* 'OUTGOING * 
* * 
* * 
* * 

********************************************************************* 

REFER QUESTIOJl~S AND ROUTING UPDATFS TO CENTRAL REFERENCE 
(ROOM 79iOEOB) FXT. 2590 
KEEP THIS WORKSFEET ATTACHED TO THE 'ORIGINAL Il'1COMING 
LETTER AT ALL TIMES AND SEND COMPLETED RECORD TO RECORDS 
MANAGEMFNT. 
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6621 WOODWELL. :sT 
PITTSBURGH PA 11217 
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RONALD REAGAN 
WM?TE HOUSE oc ao,oo 

- yi1it•'' 
- "111~ 
-~· I YOUR PLANS TO VISIT GERMANY MtL?TARV 'CIMETERV 

o~oiY A 0lSSERVlC! TO THE MEMORY OF THAT DAV, 
HORRORS OF WORLD WAR II STILL ~IVES, URG! YOU 
COMMEMORATE ALL 'VIC T t MS OF W0Rt.. D WAR I I• 

ON 40TM ANNIVEAIARV •O' 
THE VICTIMS OF 'ME 
CHANGE YOUR PLANS AND 

SALLY FRIEDMAN PA NATIONAL COUNCIL OF i EWlSH WOMEN 
&~21 WOOOWEI.L ST 
PITTSBURGH PA 1121? 
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SUBJECT: 'OPPOSES DECISION TO VISIT GERMAN MILITARY 
CEMETERY DURING TRIP TO GERMANY 
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DOUG RIGGS 
REFERRAL NOTE.: 

REFERRAL NOTE.: 

REFERRAL NOTE.: 

REFERRAL NOTE: 

REFERRAL NOTE: 

COMMENTS: 

ACTION DISPOSITION 

ACT DATE TYPE 
CODE YY/MM/DD RESP 

C COMPLETED 
D YY/MM/DD 

'ORG 
85/04/1713'\£32-~~~ ~ () ~ 
_/_/_ --- - _/_/_ 

_ /_/_ 

_ /_/_ 

_ /_/_ ---

- _/_/ _ 
- _/_/ _ 
- _/_/ _ 

ADDITIONAL CORRESPONDENTS: MEDIA:L INDIVIDUAL CODES: 

PL MAIL USER CODES: (A) ( B) ( C) ------ ------ ------

**********************fa********************************************** 
*ACTION CODES: 
* 

*DISPOSITION CODES: 

* 
*A-APPROPRIATE ACTION *A-ANSWERED 
*C-COMMENT/RECOM *B-NON-SPEC-REFERRAL 
*D-DRAFT RESPONSE *C-COMPLETED 
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LETTER AT ALL TIMES AND SEND COMPLETED RECORD TO RECORDS 
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THE W H ITE HO U SE 

WASHINGT ON 

May 2, 1985 

Dear Mr. Tyler: 

Your letter to the President dated 
April 17, 1985 has been received 
at the White House. 

Thank you for writing. 

Sincerely, 

~,;e-tt~~cr--.. J ...... ... ,..;=.. -t"r-:--H~~ ~1' /,,,------
Special Assistant . 
to the President 
for Public Liaison 

Mr. Gus Tyler 
National Chairman 
American Veterans Committee 
1346 Connecticut Avenue, N.W. 
Suite 930 
Washington, D.C. 20036 



AMERICAN VETERANS COMMITTEE 
"CITIZENS FIRST, VETERANS SECOND" 

NATIONAL OFFICE • 1346 CONNECTICUT AVENUE, N.W., SUITE 930, WASHINGTON, D.C. 20036 • 202-293-4890 

OFFICERS !'\'{)I J>r... 
Gus Tyler _y"': _ \) 
p~f~~~:ei'n~~i~rman ~ ~ 
National Vice Chairman ~ 

June A. wmenz 
EKecutive Director 

Arthur Bernstein 
Regional Vice Chairman 

Sal Giardina 
Regional Vice Chairman 

Ralph Spencer 
Regional Vice Chairman 

Frank E.G. Weil 
National Secretary 

Robert Goldring 
National Treasurer 

Martin N. Sandler 
National Administrative Director 

Phineas lndritz 
National Counsel 

lothar Nachman 
Special Counsel 

Andrew E. Rice 
Finance & Budget Chairman 

Lawrence Lewy 
National VAVS Representative 

Rudolph Sobernheim 
Legislative Chairman 

Michael w. Beasley 
Veterans Service Represenlative 

Irv ing Baksi 
Veterans Service OHicer 

FORMER NATIONAL CHAIRMEN 
Charles G. Bolte 
Raymond Bramucci 
Samuel Byer 
Dr. Eugene Byrd 
Curtis Campalgne, Jr. 
Dr. Paul P. Cooke 
Arthur S. Freeman 
Murray Gross' 
Gilbert Harrison 
Mickey Levine 
am Mauldin 
W. Robert Ming , Jr.· 
Chat Paterson 
F.J . Pepper, M.D. 
Sau l Rosen 
John S. Stillman 
Michael Straight 
"deceased 

NATIONAL BOARD 
Louis G. Alexander 
Eugene Arist 
Michael W. Beesley 
Bernard Beder 
Laurence Davis 
Dave Dechant 
Martin Frost 
Dock Gordon 
Tibor Heister 
Arthur L. Hilson 
Jack Hochman 
Sonny LeG laire 
Lawrence E. Lewy 
Everett Lewis 
Louis Montenegro 
Jack Mordente 
LothBr Nachman 
Ben Neufeld 
Lawrence Robbins 
Martin Sandler 
Harold Wool 
Ruth Young 

NATIONAL ADVISORY COUNCIL 
Judge Herbert L. Will , Chairman 
Morris B. Abram 
William L. Batt. Jr. 
Judge Leon Becker 
Cong. Jonathan Bingham 
Hon. William MCc. Blair, Jr. 
Hon. Richard Bolling 
Arthur Buck 
Sol C. Chaikin 
Donald Eberly 
Dr. Elmer Ellis 
Irving M. Engel 
Dean Russell N. Fairbanks 
Judge John D. Fauntleroy 
Judge Arnold L. Fein 
Hon. OonBld M. FrBser 
Hon. Orville Freeman 
Rabbi Roland Gittelsohn 
Hon. Jacob Javits 
Prof. Stanley A. Kaplan 
Admiral Gene LaRocque 
Robert A. Low 
Dr. Harry A. Marmion 
Judge Joseph Mazur 
Judge Abner Mikva 
Hon. James O'Hara 
Frederick O'Neal 
Hon. Richard Ottinger 
Hon. Endicott Pe11body 
Sen. Claiborne Pell 
Joseph L. Rauh. Jr. 
Hon. Henry Reuss 
Cong . Peter W. Rodino, Jr. 
Hon. Franklin D. Roosevelt, Jr. 
Hon. James Roosevelt 
Cong . James A. Scheuer 
Rudolph Sobernhelm 
Hon. Neil Staebler 
Or. Loundes Stephens 
Telford Taylor 
Judge William S. Thompson 
Hon. Franklin H. Williams 
Hon. G. Mennen wtm11ms 
Hon. Ralph Yarborough 
Adam Yamolinsky 
Cong . Sidney R. Yates 
Hon. Stephen M. Young 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

April 15, 1985 

The American Veterans Committee is greatly 
disturbed at your decision to visit the German 
cemetery at Bit~~rg during your forlhcoln1ng v1sit 
to~The Federal Republic of Germany, after your 
decision not to visit a concentration camp. 

Meeting in Washington this past Saturday, the 
National Board of the AVC passed a resolution which 
we are attaching. 

We hope that you will reconsider your decisions 
and reverse them. 

ATTACHMENT: RESOLUTION 

Since~ y ,__,= ( . 

Vo · /'~ 
Gus Tylra -
National Chairman 

To achieve a more democratic and prosperous America and a more stable World 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 17, 1985 

MEMORANDUM FOR: Pat Buchanan 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

DOUGLAS A. RIGGS 
Special Assistant to the President 

for Public Liaison 

Letters to the President 
from veterans opposing visit 
to the German cemetary 

For your information, I am forwarding 
to you the attached lette3: 
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Na1,on11 I A.omImstra1,ve D1rec101 

Pr11nees 1nor 1t:: 
Na1,ona1 Counst- ' 

lotha, Nec"1man 
s~c11t1 COJl1S8 
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FORMER NATIONAL CH AIRMEN 
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Ravm '.'..> n c: Bra= u ::::­
S11rr,,.1t, 6ve· 
D· E uoene Br rd 
Cunis Cempa,onf-' ., 
Or Pau l ~ Go~o.f 
Artnu1 S F raemar 
M i:1ra ~ Gros~· 
Gilbert Harnsor, 
Pv1 1cke) Lev, m 
8 111 MaulOII'\ 
W Aobe n M ing Jr · 
Chat Paterso n 
F J Pepper M D 
Se u! Rosf'r 
J ohn S St111man 
M•chael Sua,ght 
· oeceesed 

NATIONAL BOARD 
Louis G Ale xa nder 
Eugene A r1s1 
M,chae! W Beasley 
Bernard Bede• 
Laurence D 11v1!. 

Dave DeChanl 
Manin Fros1 
Dock Gordon 
T ibor He isler 
Arthur L . Hilson 
Jack Hoch man 
Sonny LeGlaire 
Lawrence E Lewy 
Everett Lew1s 
Louis Monlenegro 
Jack M o rd ente 
Lolher Nachman 
Ben Neu leld 
Lawrence Robbms 
Martin Sandler 
Harold Wool 
Ruth Young 

NATIONAL ADVISORY COUNCIL 
Judge Herbert L. Will . Chairman 
Morns B. Abram 
William L Batt. Jr 
Judge Leon Becker 
Cong Jonathan Bmghem 
Hon William MCc. Bia!!, Jr. 
Hon. Richard Bolling 
Arthur Buck 
Sol C . Chaikm 
Ooneld Eberly 
Ot. Elmer Ellis 
Irving M Engel 
Oe1m Au"ell N Fe irban ks 
Judge J ohn D Fauntleroy 
Judge Arnold L Fem 
Hon. Donald M. Fraser 
Hon Ot\'Ule Freeman 
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Hon. Jacob Javil s 
Prol. Stanley A Kaplan 
Admiral Gene LaRocque 
Robert A . LO"l'I' 
Dr Harry A Marmion 
Judge Joseph Mazur 
Judge Abnet Mekva 
Hon. James O"Hara 
Freder,ck O"Nea l 
Hon Richard Ortmg er 
Hon. Endicott Pee boOy 
Sen Cl111borne Pell 
Joseph L Rauh. Jr 
Hon Henry Reuss 
Cong . Peter w . Rod ino , Jr 
Hon. Franklin D Roosevelt. Jr. 
Hon. James Roosevell 
Cong James A . Scheuer 
Rudolph Sobernhe1m 
Hon Nell Staebler 
Dr. Loundes Stephens 
Telford Taytor 
Judge W1ll 111.m S. Thompson 
Hon. Franklin H. WUhams 
Hon G. Mennen Williams 
Hon Ralph Yarborough 
Adam Yamol lnsky 
Cong . Sidney R. Yates 
Hon. Slephen M. Young 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

April 15, 1985 

The American Veterans Canmittee is greatly 
disturbed at your decision to visit the Gennan 
cemetery at ~i_tb_wg during yourfonhccming~sit 
to- The Federal Republic of Germany, af'ter your 
decision not to visit a concentration camp. 

Meeting in Washington this past Saturday, the 
National Boe.rd of the AVC passed a resolution which 
we are attaching. 

We hope that you will reconsider your decisions 
and reverse them. 

ATTACHMEN.l': RESOLUTION 

Sincerely, 

O'lv> --, ~1 ~-"---
Gus Tyl(b- U 
National Chainnan 

2S", 000 Mt::M.hex._5 

~d-e.d /9l/.-'f-

To achieve a more democratic and prosperous America and a more stable World 
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WlIEREA.S President Reagan has indicated that he plans 

to participate in a mE:morial service s.t the :Bitburg 

Military Cemetery honoring the Germ.an soliders slain 

during the Battle of the .B-u.lge in 1944 

WHEREAS t:1Qse buried at Bitburg included S.S. 

active Nazis ·and not just conscripts and that the 

Battle of the Bulge was closely li_nked to the Nazi plan 

of total domination of ~'urope and furthennce of its 

genocidal purposes against innocent peoples, and 

WHEREAS Pres:f.dent Reagan recently refused to visit 

any of the concentration death camps where Nazi death 

dealing monsters killed millions of innocent victims 

to further Nazi genocidal goals, and 

WlIEREA.S such decisions by the President of the 

United States are wholly inconsistent vlth .American 

ideals and purposes, and cannot be justi:fied under any 

rubr1c of 'reconcilation' with modern Gel"ffiSn democracy vhich 

has also repudiated. the objectives of the Naz:f. tyranny • 

NOW THEREFORE, the National Board of the American 

Veterans Committee deplores President Reagan's decisions 

and urges that h~ reverse them. 

· To achieve a more democratic and prosperous America and a more stable World 
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{J 
Jewish War Veterans of the United States of America 

1811 R Street, N .W., Washington, D.C. 20009 
(202) 265-6280 tr!Y(\ 

~ . fjl,,.,..../ 'Ii~ 
NATIONAL COMMANDER 

President Ronald Reagan 
The 1:lhi te House 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. 
Washington, DC 20050 

Dear Mr. President: 

0485130R 

April 11, 1985 

It is with a deep sense of indignation that I write to you today. 
As National Commander of the J e wish War Veterans of the U.S.A., I 
am appalled at your -~ ~_cisi~!:2. yi.§j. t,_ __ a German military cemete!'.y, 
and pay homage to German soldiers. To memorialize those who killed 
American ··soldiers ·· :E{ghti ;..;g ·to · preserve the world from the onslaught 
of Nazi madness is an outrage. 

I protested your earlier decision not to visit a concentration camp 
and, in that communique, reminded y ou that the Germany we defeated -­
the fascist, totalitarian regime of Hitler -- is not the Germany of 
today. We smashed and destroyed Hitle r's Germany with our armed 
forces -- and we have a long list of American war dead by which to 
remember WWII. 

In laying a wreath at the German military cemetery you show, not 
solidarity but, disdain for the American human sacrifices whose 
memory it is your duty, as Commander-in-Cheif, to sanctify. 

It is not too late to reverse a bad decision. I urge you, in t h e 
name of all of our American war dead, not to cheapen their deaths 
b y laying a wreath at the graves of their adversaries. Alliances 
are not made by denying what was but, rather, by acknowledging the 
past, learning from it, and dedicating ourselves to a better tomorrow . 

Sincerely, 

National Commander 



T HE WH !TE HOUSE 

WASH I NGTON 

April 17, 1985 

MEMORANDUM FOR: Pat Buchanan 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

DOUGLAS A. RIGGS JY\lL--
Special Assistant to the President 

for Public Liaison 

Letters to the President 
from veterans opposing visit 
to the German cemetary 

For your information , I am forwarding 
to you the attached lette:f-
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202-737-960□ 
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1\1 • -:-:.-::-:..-wii:' 
~att~ •--· 

<railtO 
OF 

rltfulf% 
' AMERICA 

2 MASS,.,_'fffibbL I I 5 AR:N UE N. W. 

WASHINGTON. D . C . 20001 

.,-:; -.,,,-, - --;/ I -
_.:, Z..,.- / ~ 

15 April 1985 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

My dear Mr. President: 

We of the Catholic War Veterans, U.S.A., petition you to cancel 
your planned wreath laying tribute to the buried German military 
personnel at B itburg on May 5th. 

If the United States, and you as Commander in Chief, wish to 
commemorate the end of World War 11 without reawakening the 
memories and passions of that era, discretion would be the greater 
part of valor to demonstrate 40 years of peace and reconcilation in 
Europe by paying tribute to those Americans who made the supreme 
sacrifice at the Battle of the Bulge. 

The wounds of World War 11 suffered by this nation's 28 million living 
veterans and their acts of heroism to preserve a humane world would 
be placed on a parallel with the inhumane war criminal acts of Nazi 
Germany. The atrocities and scars of our soldiers who were 
prisoners of war y their Nazi ca p tors cannot be eradicated within a 
short period of 40 years. 

Mr . President. we of 
ot America ,--2.-P.-P,eaL to v o,u t.,o.,,,f_ore,99_an)UlLlbllc oemonstratmn on your 
part to pay homage in honoring the members of the German Armed 
F.w:,.ce,s_who fought to destroy humanity and freedom througHour f he 
world. 

Qcer~l~iyo~'tl 
f ¾-<--c>(_ . / ., 
David J. i I in ski 
National Co mander 

35,()00 YYI~~ 
~ ~L I q 3~ 

' \ 
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THE W H ITE H O U SE 

WASHINGTON 

May 2, 1985 

Dear Mr. Zielinski: 

Your letter to the President dated 
April 15, 1985 has been received 
at the White House. 

Thank you for writing. 

r-- .sincerely, '~ ; 
l I . ./ -
1 i~: -
, l -

~/ ' ' / --- , / ~/ 

Douglas~¼~ >---7-------.. ,,,,,-
Special Assistant v ~ 
to the President 
for Public Liaison 

Mr. David J. Zielinski 
National Commander 
Catholic War Veterans 
of the United States of America 

2 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20001 
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\Jilll{OltC Wit, ,~f trn'{s-' 

o F TH E u iii, TE 01 s TAT E s 1~ ri AM ER • c,. 

2 MA55-6(CH'IJSE-T-'T'-S- AVENUE N. W. 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20□ □ 1 

· :3 ,o;, 711,,:; 

15 April 1985 

T he President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

My dear Mr . President: 

We of the Catholic War Veterans, U.S . A . , petition you to cancel 
your planned wreath layingt ribute to the buried German military 
personnel at B itburg on May 5th. 

If the United States, and you as Commander in Ch ief, wish to 
commemorate the end of World War 11 without reawakening the 
memories and passions of that era, discretion would be the greater 
part of valor to demonstrate 40 years of peace and reconcilation in 
Europe by paying tribute to those Americans who made the supreme 
sacrifice at the Battle of the Bulge . 

The wounds of World War 11 suffered by this nation's 28 million living 
veterans and their acts of heroism to preserve a humane world would 
be placed on a parallel with the inhumane war criminal acts of Nazi 
Germany. The atrocities and scars of our soldiers who were held 
prisoners of war by their Nazi captors cannot be eradicated within a 
short period of 40 years. 

Mr . President, we of the Catholic War Veterans of the United States 
of America, appeal to you to forego any public demonstration on your 
part to pay homage in honoring the members of the German Armed 
Forces who fought to destroy humanity and freedom throughout the 
wor ld . 

~::o~yo3il 
David J. Zi linski 
National Coh! mander 
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... ~ t( --. ~,,vV DEPARTMENT OF PENNSYLVANIA 

rn?'Jewfo!~}J!,ar Veterans of the United States of America 
Adjutant 

PHILIP M. REIN RAYMOND FEINBERG 
1115 Brighton Street 

Philadelphia, Pa. 19111 
(215) 725-6634 Res. 
(215) 785-2855 Bus. 

Sr. Vice Commander 
Saul Katz 
144 Dithridges Street Apt. 814 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 15213 
(412) 68"7-6266 

Judge Advocate 
Jack Litz, Esquire 

Commander - Easter District 
Jules Goldberg 

Commander - Central District 
Harry Smulovitz 

Commander - Western District 
Sidney Weiss 

Quartermaster 
Ira Poliakoff 

Co-Adjutant 
Sydney Levin 

Chiefs of Staff 
Edward Blatt 
Willie Herbst 

Past Commanders 

Edward Blatt 
Harold Block 
Jerome Block 
LeRoy Bloom 

* Dr. Leon Braunstein 
Harold Bressler 
Oscar Brown 

* Josh Cohen 
Lou Cohen 

* Max A. Daroff 
Howard Fishbein 
Carl A. Gelb 
Leon C. Goldberg 

* Dr. Adolph Goldblum 
* Joseph J. Goldstein 

Samuel Greenberg 
* Benjamin I. Griffin 
* Barney Gross 

Charles Grossman 
Col. David Henshell 

* Harry Kessler 
Sheldon Kretchman 
Harry Markovitz, Esq. 
Nathan Mayerstein 
Dr. N.N. Mendelson 
Judge Paul Rihner 
Isadore Ritt 

* I.T. Rockman 
* Edgar Rolle, Esq, 

Eugene Rosenstein 
I. Bernard Rotberg, Esq. 

* Leon Sacks, Esq. 
Joseph Savitz, Esq. 
Harry Segall 
Jack Shapiro 
Martin Silver 

* Max Slepin 
Nathan Sokoloff 
Sydney Speen 

* William Unger 
Herman Weiner, Esq. 
Samuel Weiner 

* Danial Weise 
Theodore H. Yudkovitz 
Ronald Ziegler, Esq. 
Meyer Zucker 

* DECEASED 

President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

81 Candle Road 
Levittown, Pa. 19057 

(215) 945-7253 

4/15/85 

On the 6 P.M. news, April 12, 1985, 
you st a ted that you will visit a cemetary in Germany 
and lay a wreath on a German soldier's grave. 

May I remind you Mr. President,you 
will be visiting the grave of a soldier who defended 
Adolph Hitler and his henchmen's slaughter of thirteen 
million Christians and Jews. Six million Jews died be­
cause they were Jewish, seven million Christians died 
because they did not adhere to Hitler's ideology. Not 
to mention that over one million servicemen were either 
killed or maimed for life. 

As the D_g_partment Commander of the 
Pennsylvania Jewish War Veterans_ of_ A:m..e..r-1...c_,;i,_, with "a mem-- - - ~---
bersh ip of thirty-six posts and thousands of members 
throughout Pennsylvania, I must protest this action. I 
personally feel that this visit will be a SLAP IN THE 
FACE to all the people who served our country, both the 
living and the dead. 

/: 

At this time, I must ask you to recon-
sider your honoring a German soldier and do not make 
this visit to the cemetary. 

As Commander-In-Chief of the Armed 
Forces, please do not do this to those people who fought 
for freedom and the thirteen million who died at the 
hands of the Nazis. 

Thanking you for your consideration 
of this request. 

PMR/ehs 
cc: United States Senate 

House of Representatives 

?fil£ 
Philip M. Rein 
Commander 

SERVING ALL VETERANS SINCE 1896 
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National Council of Jewish Women 
15 East 26th Street • New York, N .Y. 10010 
Telephone: (212) 532-1740 Telex: 428540 NCJW UI 

Barbara A. Mandel 
National President 

Dadie Perlov, CAE 
Executive Director 

Ji ~ 
/ April 15, 1985 

1V' 
The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C . 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

On behalf of the 100,000 members of the National Council of 
Jewish Wanen, I must express how deeply disturbed we are with 
your plans to visit a German military cemetery next month, 
on the 40th anniversary of VE Day. To pay tribute to the 
German war dead, without honoring the Allied fallen, is a 
serious and tragic omission. The horrors of war respect no 
nationality, including the six million European Jews who 
died in the Holocaust, as I mentioned in our letter of April 
3rd. 

Thus, NCJW once again urges you to change your plans and 
publicly commemorate all the victims of World War II. 

Sincerely, 

Barbara A. Mandel 
National President 

BAM:sm 




