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c:: THE WHITE HOUSE 
CORRESPONDENCE TRACKING WORKSHEFT 

DATE RECEIVED: APRIL 17, 1985 

NAME "OF CORRESPONDFNT: MR. GEPALD H. COFEN 

ID# 302741 

SUBJECT.: UPGES INCLUDING VISIT TO DACFAU CONCENTRATION ---
CAMP DURH,TG UPCOMING TRIP TO GERMANY 

ROUTE TO: 
"OFFICE/ AGENCY (STAFF NAMF) 

REFERRAL tTOTE: 

REFERRAL NOTE.: 

REFERRAL NOTE.: 

REFERRAL NOTE: 

COMMENTS: 

ACTION 

ACT DATE 
CODF YY/MM/DD 

'ORG 85/04/17 

K gs 1fl!j_1 EL 
r-o. 1'\ ~ ):) OY10. ~ 1 

_/_/_ 

DISPOSITION 

TYPE C COMPLETED 
RESP D YY/MM/DD 

__ ~ '0._ I q_J_/ fl 

--( '!31JlliJJ/'1; 
- _/_/_ 

_ !_/ ___ _ - _!_! _ 

_ !_/_ - _/_/ _ 
---------------------------------

ADDITIO~AL CORRESPONDENTS: MEDIA:T INDIVIDUAL CODES: 

PL MAIL USER CODES.: (A) (B) ( C) ------ ------ ------

********************************************************************* 
*ACTION CODES: 
* 

*DISPOSITION CODES: 
* 

*A-APPROPRIATE ACTION *A-ANSWERED 
*C-COMMENT/RECOM *B-NON-SPEC-REFERRAL 
*D-DRAFT RESPONSE *C-COMPLETED 
*F-FURNISH FACT SHEET *S-SUSPENDED 
*I-INFO COPY/NO ACT NEC* 
*R-DIRECT REPLY W/COPY * 
*S-FOR-SIGNATURE * 
*X-INTERIM REPLY * 

*OUTGOING 
* CORRESPONDENCE: 

* 
* 

*TYPE RESP=INITIALS * 
* "OF SIG~ER * 
* CODE= A * 
*COMPLETED= DATE ·op * 
* 'OUTGOING * 

* 
* 
* 

* 
* 
* 

********************************************************************* 

REFER QUESTIONS AND ROUTING UPDATES TO CENTRAL REFERENCE 
(ROOM 79;OEOB) EXT. 2590 
KEEP THIS WORKSHEET ATTACHED TO THE 'ORIGINAL INCOMING 
LETTER AT ALL TIMES At1D SEND COMPLETED RECORD TO RECORDS 
MAt1AGEMENT. 



:... 

- - -~~-
~~4U~ ~ ~~, ~-- ~~ ~ 

jl/;t t_J-~(I ·16«j~ '-
4-ooa16as106 04/16/85 
res IPMMTZZ CSP 

30~7'r/ 

4048731661 POM TDMT ATLANTA GA 161 04-16 108,~~Flft,l-r6 AID: .1,6 
PMS PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN 

WHITE HOUSE DC 20500 

DEAR PRESIDENT REAGAN, 

ON BEHALF OF THE OFFICERS AND BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE ATLANTA JEWISH 

FEDERATION, I URGE YOU TO INCLUDE IN YOUR UPCOMING TRIP TO GERMANY A 

VISIT TO DACHAU CONCENTRATION CAMP. 

SUNDAY, IN SOLEMN TESTIMONY TO THE SIX MILLION JEWS WHO DIED IN THE 

HOLOCAUST, WE CELEBRATED YOM HASHOA AND REAFFIRMED OUR VOW NEVER TO 

FORGET THESE MARTYRS. I CALL UPON YOU TO REAFFIRM YOUR OWN WORDS, 

UTTERED ON APRIL 1:l, 1983, IN WHICH YOU STATED "OUR MOST SACRED TAS~{ 

NOW IS INSURING THAT THE MEMORY OF THIS GREATEST OF HUMAN TRAGEDIES, 

THE HOLOCAUST, NEVER FADES--THAT ITS LESSONS ARE NOT FORGOTTEN.'' 

YOUR PRESENCE AT DACHAU WILL BE A MORAL STATEMENT ASSERTING THAT THE 

FREE WORLD, INDEED ALL HUMANITY, CANNOT, AND WILL NOT, ALLOW ANOTHER 

HOLOCAUST TO OCCUR EVER AGAIN. FOR THIS REASON ALONE, IN MARKING THE 

40TH ANNIVERSARY OF VE DAY AND THE LIBERATION OF THE DEATH CAMPS, YOU 

SHOULD INCLUDE THIS VISIT TO DACHAU IN YOUR ITINERARY. 

GERALD H COHEN PRESIDENT 

ATLANTA JEWISH FEDERATION 

1753 PEACHTREE RD NE 

ATLANTA 

GA 30309 

1753 PEACHTREE RD NE 

) 



ATLANTA GA 30309 

1016 EST 



ID# 302742 
THE WI-TITE HOUSE 

CORRESPONDENCE TRACKING WORKSHEET )k/c23#/ 
INCOMING 

DATE RECEIVED: APRIL 17, 1985 

NAME ' OF CORRFSPONDENT: MR. CHARLES SI~OW 

SUBJECT: URGES VISIT TO DACHAU CONCENTRATIO:t-T CAMP 
DURING TRIP TO GERMANY 

ACTION DISPOSITION 

ROUTE TO: 
'OFF,ICE/ AGENCY (STAFF NA.ME) 

NOTE: 

ACT DATE TYPE 
CODE YY/MM/DD RESP 

' ORG 8 5 / 0 4 / 1 7 

C COMPLETED 
D YY/MM/DD 

/

ARSHALL BREGER 

JJJ rvtfV! REFERRAL 
- ~- 'j,.._ L,AJ_ ~L!_ _____ ----::-----· JL rt'§_ IQ:::L_/ d 

REFERRAL NOTE: A-nN: Fr-o..V\.~"""~ --\-c. t I r 
- _/_/_ _!_!_ 

REFERRAL t,TOTE.: 

REF ERP AL NOTE.: 

REFERRAL NOTE: 

COMMFNTS.: 

_ /_/_ 

_ / __ 
- _/_/ _ 
- _!_/ _ 

---------------------------------

ADDITIONAL CORRESPONDENTS: MEDIA:T INDIVIDUAL CODES: 

PL MAIL USER CODES: (A) (B) ( C) ------ ------ ------

********************************************************************* 
*ACTION CODES: 
* 

*DISPOSITION CODES: 

* 
*A-APPROPRIATE ACTION *A-ANSWERED 
*C-COMfl~ENT /RECOM *B-NON-SPEC-REFERRAL 
*D-DRAFT RESPONSE *C-COMPLETED 
*F-FURNISF FACT SHEET *S-SUSPENDED 
*I-INFO COPY/NO ACT NEC* 
*R-DIRECT REPLY W/COPY * 
*S-FOR-SIGNATURE * 
*X-INTEFIM REPLY * 

*OUTGOING * 
* CORRESPONDENCE: * 
*TYPE RESP=INITlALS * 
* 'OF SIGNER * 
* CODE= A * 
*COMPLETED= DATE ' OF * 
* 'OUTGOING * 

* 
* 
* 

* 
* 
* 

********************************************************************* 

REFER QUESTIONS At--1 D POUTHJG UPDATES TO CENTRAL REFERENCE 
(ROOM 79iOEOB) EXT. 2590 
KEEP THIS WORKSHEET ATTACHED TO ~HE 'OPIGINAL INCOMING 
LETTEP AT ALL TIMES AND SEND COMPLETED RECORD TO RECORDS 
MANAGFMENT. 



-- - - ~ ---..,... 

- 61~~ /J/!JtJitC / rl 
4-006945S106 04/16/85 

ICS IPMBNGZ CSP 

3133538004 POM TDBN souTHFIELD MI 76 04-16 0<@1A r gs-£ AID : o s 
PMS PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN 

WHITE HOUSE DC 20500 

DEAR MR PRESIDENT, 

AS AMERICAN CITIZENS, JEWS AND CHILDREN OF HOLOCAUST SURVIVORS, WE 

URGE YOU TO VISIT THE DACH ~Ol:LCENTRATION CAMP WHEN YOU VISIT WEST 

GERMANY. WE ARE DISAPPOINTED YOU HAV__g__JtECI DED _IO VISIT A CEMELER.Y.... OF 

GERMAN SOLDIERS THAT INCLUDES GESTAPO MEMBERS. IN LIGHT OF THE 

COMMITMENT YOU MADE TWO YEARS AGO IN WASHINGTON AT ~HE AMERICAN 

GATHERING OF HOLOCAUST SURVIVORS WE URGE YOU NOT TO FORGET THE 

HORRIBLE TRAGEDY AND SIGNIFICANCE OF THE HOLOCAUST. 

C.H.A.I.M. - CHILDREN OF HOLOCAUST-SURVIVORS ASSOCIATION IN 

MICHIGAN, CHARLES SILOW PRESIDENT 

27000 FRANKLIN RD APT 720 

SOUTHFIELD MI 48034 

0953 EST 



TD.U 302743 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

CORRESPONDENCE TRACKING WORKSHEET 

INCOMING 

DATE RECEIVED: APRIL 17, 1985 

NAME ·oF CORRESP0:t,1DEN'I': MISS SONIA LEVINE 

SUBJECT.: 'OPPOSES DECISION TO VISIT GERMAN MILITARY . 
CEMETERY DURING TRIP TO GERMANY 

ROUTE TO: 
'OFFICE/AGENCY 

f ARSHALL BREC.ER 

(STAFF :NAME) 

ACTION 

ACT DATE 
CODE YY/~1l.VI/DD 

DISPOSITION 

TYPE C COMPLETED 
RESP D YY/MM/DD 

ORG 85/04/17 ___ c_ ~5 / 0/._/ If 
j - 1JL [X)fl/'/9' REFERRAL t,

1
0TE.: 

~ REFERRAL NOTE.: 
1<: . '?'5 1011 I i.!i.. --C ~ / ~ /:-1 ~ .. : 

BON ; C:: ru"'- k })CMo._::\: f'\ \ , P p 
_!_,_ - _!_!_ , 

REFERRAL NOTE: 
_!_!_ _/_/_ 

REFERRAL NOTE: 
_/_/_ _/_/_ 

REFERRAL NOTE.: 

COMMEMTS: 

ADDITIONAL CORRESPONDE:t,1TS: MEDIA:T INDIVIDUAL CODES: 

PL MAIL USER CODES.: (A) ( B) ( C) ------ ------ ------

********************************************************************* 
*ACTION CODES: 
* 

*DISPOSITION CODES: 
* 

*A-APPROPRIATE ACTION *A-ANSWERED 
*C-COMMENT/RECOM *B-N0N-SPEC-REFERPAL 
*D-DRAFT RESPONSE *C-COMPLETED 
*F-FUR1'1ISH FACT SHEET *S-SUSPENDED 
*I-INFO COPY/NO ACT NF.C* 
*R-DIRECT REPLY W/COPY * 
*S-FOR-SIGNATURE * 
*X-INTERIM REPLY * 

*OUTGOING * 
* CORRESPONDENCE: * 
*TYPE RESP=INITIALS * 
* 'OF SIGN:E'R * 
* CODE= A * 
*COMPLETED= DATE ·oF * 

* 
* 
* 
* 

'OUTGOHJG * 

* 
* 
* 

********************************************************************* 

REFER QUESTIONS AND ROUTING UPDATES TO CENTRAL REFERENCE 
(ROOM 79;0EOB) EXT. 2590 
KEEP THIS WORKSHEET ATTACHED TO THE 'ORIGINAL INCOMING 
LETTER AT ALL TIMES AND SEND COMPLETED RECORD TO RECORDS 
MA:t,1AGEMENT. 



- /; ~ L /'#~ 
IM I I t 11..!/f tf 

/Iii/TV 
4-009497S106 04/16/85 

res IPMBNGZ CSP 

5024585566 POM TDBN LoursvILLE ~<Y 75 04-16 8:50NP~ rn sTAJO: 3 9 
PMS PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN 

WHITE HOUSE DC 20500 

THE 1100 MEMBERS AND THEIR FAMILIES OF THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF JEWISH 

WOMEN IN KENTUCKY ARE VERY DISTURBED AND BOTHERED BY YOUR ITINERARY 

PLANS WHILE IN GERMANY. TO VISIT AND HONOR A MILITARY CEMETERY WHERE 

HITLER'S SS TROUPS ARE BURIED IS A TERRIBLE BLOW TO ALL THOSE VICTIMS 

OF WORLD WAR II. BRAVE AMERICAN AND ALLIED SOLDIERS AND THE 6 MILLION 

JEWS ANNIHILATED IN THE HOLOCAUST. WE PLEAD WITH YOU TO RECONSIDER 

THIS SENSITIVE ISSUE. 

SONIA LEVINE, STATE PUBLIC AFFAIRS CHAIRWOMAN 

3630 DUTCHMANS LANE 

LOUISVILLE KY 40205 



THE WHITE HOUSE 
CORRESPONDFNCE TRACKING WORKSBEFT 

INCOMING 

DATF RECEIVED: APRIL 17, 198 5 

NAME 'OF CORRESPONDENT: MISS LENORE HOLT-DARCY 

SUBJECT: 'OP POSES DECISION TO VISIT GERMAt-T MILI TARY 
CEMETEPY DURING TRIP TO GERMANY 

TD~ 302744 

ROUTE TO: 
·oFFICE / AGEPCY (STAFF NAME) 

ACTION 

ACT DATE 
CODE YY / MM / DD 

DISPOSITION 

TYPE C COMPLETED 
RESP D YY / MM/DD 

MARSFALL BREGER ·oRG 8 5 / 0 4 / 1 7 __ C fS' /t;"/ I 12.. 
NOTE: /_ 7?. REFERRAL 

1L /)Of'; Ii 
REFERRAL NOTE: e aN ~ 

X J ~ /DL/ I J.:1 __ e: ~ / !2!1_ /Uz_ PY~_ 
C: c~ V'\ "'.',~ ::D Cl',,-\.~ :::\--e_ ( l t 

_ ! _ ! _ - _ !_/_ 
REFERRAL NOTE.: 

_ / _ ! _ / _ /_ 
REFERRAL ~JOTR: 

REFERRAL NOTF: 

cm~~ml'-1TS.: 

_ / _ _ 

- --------------------------------

ADDITIONAL C0RRESPONDENTS: MEDIA:T IFDIV I DUAL CODES: 

PL MAIL USEF CODES.: (A) ( B) ( C) ------ ------ ------

********************************************************************* 
*ACTION CODES: 

* 
*DISPOS I TION CODES: 

* 
*A-APPROPRIATE ACTION *A-ANSWERED 
*C- COMMENT / RECOM *B-NON-SPEC-REFERRAL 
*D-DRAFT RESPONSE *C-COMPLETED 
*F-FURNI SH FACT SHEET *S-SUSPF.NDED 
*I-INFO COPY / NO ACT NEC* 
*R-DIRECT PEPLY W/ COPY * 
*S-FOR-SIGNATUPE * 
*X-JNTERIM REPLY * 

*OUTGOING * 
* CORRESPONDENCE: * 
*TYPE RESP=INITIALS * 
* 'OF SIG1'-1ER * 
* CODE = A * 
*COMPLETED = DATE ·oF * 
* 'OUTGOING * 
* * 
* * 
* * 

********************************************************************* 

REFER QUESTIONS AND ROUTING UPDATES TO CENTRAL REFERENCE 
(ROOM 75iOFOB) EXT. 2590 
KEFP THIS WORKSHEET ATTACHED TO THF 'ORIGH1AL H1COMING 
LETTER AT ALL TIMES Al'-1D SEND COMPLETED RECOPD TO RECORDS 
MANAGEMENT. 



_5p 

;i?~~ 
4-008813S106 04/16/85 

res IPMBNGZ CSP 

i2 

3127987494 POM TDBN FLOSSMORE IL 23 04-16 10~ At~11 6 AIQ : 
PMS PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN 

WHITE HOUSE DC 20500 

THE 3000 ILLINOIS NCJW FAMILIES ARE DISTURBED BY GERMAN MILITARY 

CEMETERY VISIT. TRIBUTE TO GERMAN WARDEAD WITHOUT HONORING OTHERS IS 

TRAGIC. RETHINK ITINERARY. 

LENORE HOLT-DARCY 

STATE PUBLIC AFFAIRS CHAIRPERSON 

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF JEWISH WOMEN 

3024 BONNIE BRAE 

FLOSSMORE IL 60422 

1026 EST 



THE WHITE HOUSE 
CORRESPONDENCE TRACKING WORKSHEET 

DATE RECEIVED: APRIL 17, 1985 

NAME ·op CORRESPONDENT: MISS DIANE WOLFSON 

SUBJECT: 'OPPOSES DECISTO"t-1 TO VISIT GERMAN MILITARY 
CEMETERY DURING TRIP TO GERMANY 

ID# 302745 

ROUTE TO: 
'OFFICE/AGENCY (STAFF NAME) 

ACTION 

ACT DATE 
CODE YY/MM/DD 

DISPOSITIOt-1 

TYPE C COMPLETED 
RESP D YY/MM/DD 

fv'IARSHALL BREGER ·oRG 85/04/17 
NOTE.: 

'l- tf N ;t; R g,5; ~'1/ fl 
LA /) REFERRAL 

REFERRAL 1'10TE: ft-rrlV : FrOl-~C-D Cl""-0.. :\ t" \' ' _ /_/_ 

-- C ~ /01_ / t't ,b, 

__ (5/~ /¥ PYi I 

____ !_! _ 
REFERRAL NOTE.: 

I _/_ ---- _/_/_ 
REFERRAL NOTE: 

__ !_ ___ / _ 
REFERRAL NOTE: 

COMMENTS: 

ADDITIONAL CORRESPONDENTS: MEDIA:T INDIVIDUAL CODES: 

PL MAIL USER CODES: (A) ------ (B) ____ _ ( C) ------

********************************************************************* 
*ACTION CODES: 

* 
*DISPOSITION CODES.: 
* 

*A-APPROPRIATE ACTION *A-ANSWERED 
*C-COMMF1':T /RECOM *B-NON-SPEC-RFFERRAL 
*D-DRAFT RESPONSE *C-COMPLETED 

*OUTGOING * 
* CORRESPONDE:t-TCF: * 
*TYPE RESP=INITIALS * 
* ·op SIGt·JER * 
* CODE = A * 
*C0r1PLETFD = DATE ·op * *F-FURPISF FACT SHEET *S-SUSPENDED 

*I-INFO COPY/NO ACT NEC* , 
*P-DIRECT REPLY W/COPY * 
*S-FOR-SIGNATURE * 

* 
* 
* 
* 

'OUTGOING * 
* 
* 

*X-INTERIM REPLY * * 
********************************************************************* 

REFEP QUESTIONS A"t-1D ROUTING UPDATES TO CENTPAL PEFERENCE 
(ROOM 79iOEOB) EXT. 2590 
KEEP THIS W0RKSFEET ATTACHED TO THE 'ORIGINAL INCOMING 
LETTER AT ALL TIMES AND SEND corvrPLETED RECORD TO RECORDS 
MANAGEMENT. 



4-0106298106 04/16/85 
res IPMBNGZ CSP 

c... 

6122210558 POM TDBN ST PAUL MN 69 04-16 

PMS PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN RPT DLY MGM 

WHITE HOUSE DC 20500 

AS STATE PUBLIC AFFAIRS CHAIRWOMEN FOR NATIONAL COUNCIL OF JEWISH 

WOMEN REPRESENTING 2500 MINNESOTA MEMBERS AND THEIR FAMILIES WE ARE 

EXTREMELY DISTURBED WITH YOUR PLANNED VISIT TO A GERMAN MILITARY 

CEMETARY NEXT MONTH. THE HORRORS OF WAR RESPECT NO NATIONALITY 

INCLUDING THE SIX MILLION EUROPEAN JEWS WHO DIED IN THE HOLOCAUST. 

NCJW MINNESOTA URGES YOU TO CHANGE YOUR PLANS AND TO PUBLICLY 

COMMEMORATE ALL VICTIMS OF WORLD WAR II. 

DIANE WOLFSON, NCJW SPA MINNESOTA CHAIRWOMEN 

1117 GOODRICH 

ST PAUL MN 55105 



--
__ ,, 302746 

TffE WHITE HOUSE 
CORRESPONDE}TCE TRACKING WOPKSHEET 

INCOMING 

DATF RECFIVFD: APPIL 17, 1985 

NAME "OF CORRESPONDENT: ~ISS BARBAPA NEWMARK 

SUBJECT: "OPPOSES DECISION TO VISIT GERMAN ~ILITARY 
CEMETERY DURING TRIP TO GERMANY 

ROUTE TO: 
'OFFICE/ AGENCY 

MARSHALL BREGER 

(STAFF NAME) 

ACTION 

ACT DATE 
CODE YY/i1M/DD 

'ORG 85/04/17 

DISPOSITION 

TYPE C COMPLETED 
RESP D YY/MM/DD 

-- ~ ~~ /01._/ J.3_ 
/_ JJLl)tJ/VIJ REFERRAL NOTE: 

REFERRAL NOTE.: 
e-~ l '!!:f... / 13__ __ G i?S !Ol/ 126 .el'" 

,:;re~ 1· r- .-,J) c"V\G1..:i-c:. ITi ·- · 
_!_!_ _!_/_ 

REFERRAL NOTE: 
/_/_ _!_!_ 

REFERRAL NOTE: 

------REFERRAL NOTE: 

cm~MEt-1TS: ----"--------------------------------

ADDITTONAL CORRESPONDENTS: ~EDIA:L JFDIVIDUAL CODES : 

PL MAIL USER CODES.: (A) ( B) ( C) ------ ------ ------

********************************************************************* 
*ACTION CODES: 

* 
*DISPOSITION CODES: 
* 

*A-APPROPRIATE ACTION *A-ANSWERED 
*C-CO~MENT/RECOM *B-NON-SPEC-REFERPAL 
*D-DRAFT RESPONSE *C-COMPLETED 
*F-FURNISH FACT SffEET *S-SUSPENDED 
*I-INFO COPY/NO ACT NEC* 
*P-DIPECT PEPLY W/COPY * 
*S-FOR-SIGNATURE * 
*X-INTERIM REPLY * 

*OUTGOING * 
* CORRESPONDENCE: * 
*TYPE RESP=INITIALS * 
* 'OF SIGNER * 
* CODE= A * 
*COMPLETED= DATE -op * 

* 
* 
* 
* 

'OUTGOING * 

* 
* 
* 

******************************************~************************** 

REFER QUESTIONS At1D ROUTING UPDATES TO CENTRAL REFERE1'1CE 
(ROOM 79/0EOB) EXT. 2590 
KFEP THIS WORKSHEET ATTACHED TO THE 'ORIGHTAL INCOMING 
LETTER AT ALL TIMFS AND SEND CO~PLETED RECORD TO RECORDS 
~11 At-1AGEME NT. 



'-....... -· 

c.. 
ijt,l ·v 

/Jlt1' Ad f I (/ 

~-023875S106 04/16/85 

ICS IPMBNGZ CSP 
3149972530 POM TDBN ST LOU Is MO 73 04-16 02&41:· A~Ril 6 p 2 : 0 g 

PMS PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN 

WHITE HOUSE DC 20500 

AS STATE PUBLIC AFFAIRS CHAIRWOMAN FOR NATIONAL COUNCIL OF JEWISH 

WOMEN IN MISSOURI, REPRESENTING 3,000 FAMILIES, I AM DISTURBED ABOUT 

YOUR COMING VISIT TO A GERMAN MILITARY CEMETERY. PAYING TRIBUTE TO 

GERMANY'S WAR DEAD AND NOT THE ALLIE'S VICTIMS, INCLUDING THE SIX 

MILLION EUROPEAN JEWS WHO DIED IN THE HOLOCAUST, IS A SERIOUS 

OMISSION . I URGE YOU TO CHANGE YOUR PLANS ACCORDINGLY AND PUBLICLY 

COMMEMORATE ALL OF THE VICTIMS OF WORLD WAR II. 

BARBARA NEWMARK, STATE PUBLIC AFFAIRS CHAIRWOMAN 

8420 DELMAR 

ST LOUIS MO 63124 



'.IlHE vJH ITE HOUSE 
CORRESPONDENCE TRACKING WORKSHEET 

INCOMI1'1C 

DATE RECEIVED: APPJL 17, 1985 

NAME 'OF CORRESPONDENT: MR. SIEGFRIED REINKE 

SUBJF'CT.: WRITFS IN SUPPORT ·op DECISION TO VISIT 
BITBURG MILITARY CEMETERY IN GERMANY 

ID# 302748 

ROUTE TO: 
'OFFICE/ AGENCY ( STAFF NAME) 

ACTION 

ACT DATE 
CODE YY/Mt-11/DD 

DISPOSITrON 

TYPE C COMPLETED 
RESP D YY/MM/DD 

/ 
Z NAYKoJELis ·oRc s5 ; 04;11 ___ C!::,°6_1c1Sf z3AB 

vtjo,I REFERRAL NOTE: 

__ 9_w_
0 
__ RE_,F_E_R_R __ AL __ N--:-O-TF_: _Y_O_s __ .s_~_¼_k ~,~~;o-- S~ ~::;:_~ 

REFERRAL NOTF: 
_ !_!_ _!_! _ 

REFERRAL NOTE.: 

REFERRAL NOTE: 

COMMENTS: 

ADDITIONAL CORRESPONDENTS: MEDJA:M INDIVIDUAL CODES: 

PL MAIL USER CODES: (A) ------ ( B) ------ (C) ____ _ 

********************************************************************* 
*ACTION CODES: 

* 
*DISPOSITION CODES: 
* 

*A-APPROPRIATE AC1ION *A-ANSWERED 
*C-COMME1'1T / RECOM *B-NON-S PEC-REFERRAL 
*D-DRAFT RESPONSE *C-COMPLETED 
*F-FURNISH FACT SHEET *S-SUSPENDED 
*I-INFO COPY/NO ACT NEC* 
*R-DIRECT REPLY W/COPY * 
*S-FOR-SIGNATURE * 
*X-INTERIM REPLY * 

*OUTGOING 
* CORRESPONDENCF: 
*TYPE RESP=INITIALS 
* ·op SIGJ\TER 
* CODE = A 
*COMPLETED = DATE 'OF 
* 'OUTGOING 
* 

* 
* 

* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 

******************************************~************************** 

REFER QUESTIONS AND ROUTING UPDATES TO CENTRAL REFERENCE 
(ROOM 7S/OEOB) EYT. 2590 
KEEP THIS WORKSHEET ATTACHED TO TFE 'ORIGINAL INCOMING 
LETTER AT ALL TIMES AND SEND COMPLETED RECORD TO RECORDS 
MANAGEMENT. 



For: 

U Cl SSlfl 
(Classification) 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
EXECUTI \E SECRETARIAT 

TRANSMITTAL FORM 

Mr. Rober~ C. Mcfarlane 
Nat~wnal Security Council 
The White House 

S/S 8512331 

Date May 13, 1985 

Reference: 

To: President Reagan From: Mr. Siegfried Reinke 

Date: April 16, 1985 Subject: Writes in support to 

visit Bitburg Military Cemetery in Germany 

WH Referral Dated: April 23, 1985 NSC IDII 302748 
(if any) 

The attached item was sent directly to the 
Department of State 

Action Taken: 

A draft reply is attached. 

A draft reply will be forwarded. 

A translation is attached. 

x An information copy of a direct reply is attached. 

Remarks: 

We believe no response i s necessary for the reason 
cited below, 

The Department of State has no objection to the 
proposed travel. 

Other. 

,. ~~ 
~ icholas Platt 

~ SSIFIE Executive Secretary 

(Classification) 



Mr. Siegfried Reinke 
President 
German American National Congress 
4700 North Western Avenue 
Chicago IL 60625 

Dear Mr. Reinke: 

United States Department of State 

Washington, D. C. 20520 

I have been asked to reply to your recent message to 
President Reagan concerning his trip to Germany. 

The President very much appreciates your expression of 
support. Coming on the eve of the 40th anniversary of the end 
of World War II, his visit constitutes an important symbol of 
the reconciliation between the United States and the FRG which 
has allowed us to stand side by side in defense of freedom and 
the peace which has been maintained in Europe since the war. 

Sincerely, 

Tho s 
Deputy Assistant Secretary 

for European Affairs 
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Dear Mr. Weiss: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 8, 1985 

Thank you for sharing with us your views concerning the President's State 
Visit to the Federal Republic of Germany . We fully understand the depth 
of your concerns and assure you the President's feelings about the crimes 
against humanity perpetrated by the Nazi regime are no less deeply felt. 
President B,eagan has attempted to make absolutely clear during his visit 
the revulsion all Americans feel for the horrors which were committed in 
the name of the German state and our determination not to forget them. 
As you know, his itinerary included a ceremony at Bergen-Belsen concen
tration camp in order to pay homage to all those who perished at the hands 
of the Nazis. As he said on the anniversary of the liberation of that camp 
April 21, there can and should be no absolution. 

President Reagan is certain you agree that, as part of our efforts to learn 
from the experiences of this dark era, we must not reject opportunities for 
reconciliation. The President was asked by Chancellor Kohl to pay a visit 
to a German military cemetery in Bitburg, and he has honored that request. 

For four decades , the Federal Republic of Germany has faced up to the guilt 
and responsibilities of its Nazi past and has, in countless ways, demonstrated 
concretely its commitment to democratic ideals and human rights, including 
standing shoulder to shoulder with us in the Alliance in defense of freedom. 
With particular regard to the younger generation in Germany , it is important 
to demonstrate that, while we continue to hold the nation responsible for its 
past, we do not consider them to bear individual responsibility for the crimes 
of Nazism. 

Let me make clear that the President does not consider his appearance at 
Bitburg to represent an act of forgiveness for those crimes , but rather one 
of acknowledgment of the democratic society the German people have built. 
He considers this to be a positive gesture which in no way detracts from 
his full and heartfelt commitment to remember and honor the victims of the 
Holocaust and the American soldiers who gave their lives to defeat the Nazi 
regime and its crimes . 

The Honorable Ted Weiss 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. ,. 1515 

Sincerely, 

M. B. Oglesby, Jr. 
Assistant to the President 

· -·MBo ;s'T A TE/NSC /KRJ /~ch~ MBj B 
cc: Will Ball, Cong. Affrs. 
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President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear President Reagan: 

April 15, 1985 

Foreign Affairs 

Government Operations 

Children, Youth and Families 

National Commission 
on Working Women 

Executive Board Member, 
Congressional Arts Caucus 

Secretary, New York State 
Congressional Delegation 

It has been announced by the White House press office that 
during your upcoming trip to Germany to commemorate V-E Day, you 
plan to lay a wreath at Bitberg, a German war cemetery. This follows 
an earlier decision not to visit any of the Nazi war concentration 
camps. I join numerous Jewish organizations and individuals and 
American veterans of World War II in expressing outrage over the 
lack of sensitivity demonstrated by this combination of actions. 

\ 

I do understand your argument that it would be opening old 
wounds to recall Nazi atrocities and to pay tribute to World War II 
survivors and victims. To the contrary, on this 40th anniversary of 
victory over Nazism, we are presented with an jnvaluable opportunity 
to honor Allied efforts to end Hitler's evil and bring peace. 
Equally invaluable is the opportunity to bring attention to the 
lessons of history for the benefit of current and future generations 
in Germany and elsewhere. 

I urge you to rethink the decision. world war II in Europe was 
waged against the evil of Adolph Hitler's nazism. The deliberate 
murder in those camps of six million Jews and millions of other 
nationalities whom the Nazis considered to be inferior was the 
ugliest aspect of nazism. Not to recall that by a Presidential 

!
visit to such a camp at the time of the commemoration of V-E Day 
while visiting a cemetery where German S.S. troops are buried is to 
desecrate the memory of those people killed by the Nazis as well as 
those Americans and others who fought and died to defeat Nazi 
Germany. 

Sincerely, 

~D~ 
TED WEISS 
Member of congress 

District Offices 
37 West 65th Street, New York City 10023 212/787-3480 490 West 238th Street, Bronx 10463 212/884-0441 
4060 Broadway, New York City 10032 212/927-7726 131 Waverly Place, New York City 10011212/620-3310 655 East233rd Street, Bronx 10466212/652-0400 
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u THE WHITE HOUSE 
- . 

WASHINGTON 

May 8, 1985 

Dear Ed: 

Thank you for sharing with us your views concerning the President's State 
Visit to the Federal Republic of Germany. We fully understand the depth 
of your concerns and assure you the President's feelings about the crimes 
against humanity perpetrated by the Nazi regime are no less deeply felt. 
President Reagan has attempted to make absolutely clear during his visit 
the revulsion all Americans feel for the horrors which were committed in 
the name of the German state and our determination not to forget them. 
As you know, his itinerary included a ceremony at Bergen-Belsen concen
tration camp in order to pay homage to all those who perished at the hands 
of the Nazis. As he said on the anniversary of the liberation of that camp 
April 21, there can and should be no absolution. 

President Reagan is certain you agree that, as part of our efforts to learn 
from the experiences of this dark era, we must not reject opportunities for 
reconciliation. The President was asked by Chancellor Kohl to pay a visit 
to a German military cemetery in Bitburg, and he has honored that request. 

For four decades, the Federal Republic of Germany has faced up to the guilt 
and responsibilities of its Nazi past and has, in countless ways, demonstrated 
concretely its commitment to democratic ideals and human rights, including 
standing shoulder to shoulder with us in the Alliance in defense of freedom. 
With particular regard to the younger generation in Germany, it is important 
to demonstrate that, while we continue to hold the nation responsible for its 
past, we do not consider them to bear individual responsibility for the crimes 
of Nazism. 

Let me make clear that the President does not consider his appearance at 
Bitburg to represent an act of forgiveness for those crimes, but rather one 
of acknowledgment of the democratic society the German people have built. 
He considers this to be a positive gesture which in no way detracts from 
his full and heartfelt commitment to remember and honor the victims of the 
Holocaust and the American soldiers who gave their lives to defeat the Nazi 
regime and its crimes . 

Sincerely, 

M. B. Oglesby, Jr. 
Assistant to the President 

The Honorable Edward F. Feighan 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

·•·--··-- ·-- ·-·--- -
MBO/STATE/NSC/KRJ/ech-MB08 
cc: Will Ball, Cong. Affrs. J 
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El F. FEIGHAN 1223 LONGWORTH BUILDING 
WASHINGTON. DC 2051 5 
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M'E MBER: 

COMMITTEE ON 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

COMMITTEE ON 
THE JUDICIARY 

<tongrtss of tht tlnittd £,tatts 
iltouse of 1Rtpresmtatll1t.s 

~ashington, B~ 20515 

April 16, 1985 

The President 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

2951 FEDERAL OFFICE BUILDING 
1240 EAST NINTH STREET 

CLEVELAND, OH 44199 
216-522-4382 

1 
I am very concerned and disturbed by your intention to place a wreath 

at the German military cemetery at Bitburg during your European visit next 
month. The ceremony is an affront to the merrory of all those who died at 
the hands of Hitler's legions and all those who sacrificed to ensure that 
freedom would endure in Western Europe. It should be canceled immediately. 

As you are aware, the power of symrolism is great indeed. Surely, it 
is inappropriate for an American head of state, representing the people who 
liberated Gennany and Western Europe from the greatest horrors in the history 
of humankind, to participate in a cerem:my of remembrance for those who fought 
to extend the terrors of Nazism during the Second World War. 

I am aware that the public outcry against this ceremony has led your 
staff to consider an additional ceremony during your trip, perhaps to a 
German concentration camp, as a means of adding "balance" to your presence 
at Bitburg. This is simply not enough. Nothing can justify your partici
pation in a memorial ceremony for Nazi storm troops and infantrymen who 
bear responsibility for the deaths of thousands of American and allied 
troops and of countless civilian innocents. 

Your stated goal of increasing "reconciliation" between the German 
and American peoples is one I fully share. The place..:1ent of a wreath 
at a military cemetery, however, undennines that goal considerably. The 
American and German people have come together in the post-war years beca.use 
of our shared comnibnent to enduring values, the values of peace, and liberty, 
and democracy. Since the defeat of Nazism in Europe, the people of West 
Germany and of West Berlin have dedicated and demonstrated their comnitment 
to those values. Rather thari commemorate the deaths of those who opposed 
those values, might it not be far more appropriate to commemorate the lives 
of those who fought for freedom and for the progressive future for Ccennany? 
I am thinking, of course, of men such as Konrad Adenauer, where a gravesite 
ceremony with your participation might have great benefit to the cause of 
American and German reconciliation and trust. 



2 

( 

Mr. President, I cannot over-emphasize my concern over your participation 
in a cerenony to commenorate Nazi dead. The sacrifices made by so many during 
the grim years of the Second World War deserve far better from an American 
leader. Rather, we have every reason to . consider our role in the liberation 
of Europe with continued pride. The graves of young Americans throughout the 
continent bear testLt0ny to the evils which American lives were committed to 
halting. I would urge you to commenorate America's participation in the 
conquering of Hitler, the ending of the Holocaust, and the freedom of Western 
Europe rather than honor those who carried out some of the rrost unspeakable 
horrors of all time. 

Americans can be proud not only of our conduct during the 1940's, but 
also for our efforts in the post-war era to bring about a revitalized 
Germany under a free and denocratic governrrent. Our efforts under the Marshall 
Plan helped to forge a growing and vibrant economy there, and our work in 
NATO has ensured that all the citizens of West Germany and West Berlin have 
had a chance to live in peace and freedom. Your trip to Genuany should not 
be used to gloss over the past, or to rewrite history. Rather, it should 
serve as a statement of our two contries'continuing efforts to secure .the 
peace and the freedom of Europe, remembering always, in the words of Goethe, 
that the highest wisdom is the realization that "he only earns his freedom 
and existence who daily conquers them anew." 

With every best wish, I remain 

Member of 

EFF/gjk 
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THE WHITE HOUSE · 

WASHlNGTON 

May 8, 1985 

Dear Paul: 

Thank you for sharing with us your views concerning the President1s State 
Visit to the Federal Republic of Germany. We fully understand the depth 
of your concerns and assure you the President1s feelings about the crimes 
against humanity perpetrated by the Nazi regime are no less deeply felt. 
President Reagan has attempted to make absolutely clear during his visit 
the revulsion all Americans feel for the horrors which were committed in 
the name of the German state and our determination not to forget them. 
As you know, his itinerary included a ceremony at Bergen-Belsen concen
tration camp in order to pay homage to all those who perished at the hands 
of the Nazis. As he said on the anniversary of the liberation of that camp 
April 21, there can and should be no absolution. 

President Reagan is certain you agree that, as part of our efforts to learn 
from the experiences of this dark era, we must not reject opportunities for 
reconciliation. The President was asked by Chancellor Kohl to pay a visit 
to a German military cemetery in Bitburg, and he has honored that request. 

For four decades, the Federal Republic of Germany has faced up to the guilt 
and responsibilities of its Nazi past and has, in countless ways, demonstrated 
concretely its commitment to democratic ideals and human rights, including 
standing shoulder to shoulder with us in the Alliance in defense of freedom. 
With particular regard to the younger generation in Germany, it is important 
to demonstrate that, while we continue to hold the nation responsible for its 
past, we do not consider them to bear individual responsibility for the crimes 
of Nazism. 

Let me make clear that the President does not consider his appearance at 
Bitburg to represent an act of forgiveness for those crimes, but rather one 
of acknowledgment of the democratic society the German people have built. 
He considers this to be a positive gesture which in no way detracts from 
his full and heartfelt commitment to remember and honor the victims of the 
Holocaust and the American soldiers who gave their lives to defeat the Nazi 
regime and its crimes . 

Sincerely, 

M. B. Oglesby, Jr. 
Assistant to the President 

The Honorable Paul S. Sarbanes 
United States Senate 
Washington, D. C. 20510 

- - ·- -
MBO/STATE/NSC/KRJ/ech-MR'os 
cc: Will Ball, Cong. Affrs~V 
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M. B. Oglesby, Jr. 
Assistant to the President 

for Legislative Affairs 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue , NW 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. Oglesby: 

April 16, 1985 

Like many of my constituents , I am at a loss to e x 
plain the President ' s decision to visit the German ceme
t~~Y- ~~-..aitJ::uu:.g during his forthcoming trip to the Federal 

---rre-public of Germany, especially in light of his decision 
to cancel a previously agreed- upon memorial visit to Dachau . 
The two decisions, in my view, reflect not only an e x tra
ordinary disrespect for deep ly-held American feelings and 
convictions but also a profound failure to comprehend the 
historical and moral significance of the Second World War. 
I can only hope that President Reagan himself will give 
careful reconsideration to the plans for his trip to 
German:y ···ttffic1i"naVe""'caus 'e"d-", such dismay and even anguish to 
Americans everywhere, and that the plans will be appro 
priately revised. 

I would appreciate your comments on the question of 
President Reagan's itinerary so that I can share them with 
the many, many constituents who have called or written to 
e xpress concern about it. 

With best regards, 

PSS/jdd 

Sincerely, 

,IJJfl.L__ 
Paul S . Sarbanes 
United States Senator 
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June 26, 1985 

Dear Ambassador Feldman: 
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Thank you for your gracious and eloquent words of 
support for my recent visit to Bitburg. 

As you correctly noted, I have never snagested 
that we in any way forget the ghastly crimes 
perpetrated against all humanity in the name of 
Nazism. I did, however, think it important to 
demonstrate, particularly to the younger 
generation in Germany, that we do not assign 
individual guilt. 

The people of the Federal Republic ha ve stood 
shoulder-to-shoulder with us in the defense of 
freedom in the post-war period. We are proud of 
this new relationship, and I am con f ident that 
history will show that my visit wa s the right 
thing to do. 

Again, thank you very much for your kind letter. 

Sincerely, 

a.~~ 
The Honorable George J. Feldman 
800 25th Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20037 
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MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 4790 
WASHINGTON 

June 25, 1985 

.... 
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: ROBERT C. McFARLAN:Ff=-7 

SUBJECT: Letter from Former US Ambassador George Feldman 

Issue 

Your reply to former US Ambassador George Feldman. 

Facts 

George Feldman, forme r US Ambassador to Malta and Luxembourg in 
the 1960's, has written praising your determination to go to 
Bitburg. In his letter he equates your theme of reconciliation 
with the moral courage of Abraham Lincoln. 

Discussion 

Feldman, who is Jewish, is highly complimentary, and I thought 
you would want to send him a nice reply. 

Recommendation 

OK No 

~ That you sign the attached letter to Feldman. 

Attachments 

Tab A 
Tab B 

Letter to Feldman 
Letter from Feldman 

Prepared by: 
Peter R. Sommer 



MEMORANDUM 4790 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

June 21, 1985 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

FROM : 

SUBJECT: 

ROBERT C._ McFARLANE {,l_~---
NIC~SSAS / PErER 

Former Ambassador Feldman's Letter to the 
President 

George Feldman, former US Amba s sador to Malta and Luxembourg in 
the 1960 ' s, wrote the President a flattering letter praising his 
determination not to cancel his Bitburg visit. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the Tab I self-explanatory memorandum to the 
President. 

Approve Disapprove 

Tab I Memorandum to the President 
Tab A President's reply 
Tab B Incoming 



.AMBASSADOR GE OR GE J. F E LDMAN 

June 11, 1985 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

My Dear Mr. President: 

As an American and a Jew, I was profoundly distressed 
at the widely publicized indignation - some of it clearly 
contrived - which focused on the Bitburg phase of your 
recent trip to Europe. While I share my co-religionists' 
deep concern - as I know you do - for the victims (Jews 
and non-Jews) of the Nazi terror, I do not share the 
sense of vindictiveness aroused by some who would have 
objected no less strenuously had there been no SS troops 
buried at Bitburg. In fact, I regard such an attitude 
as a betrayal of the Judea-Christian precept of forgive
ness and reconciliation. Joseph forgave his brothers, 
who sought his death and later sold him into slavery. 
And who does not tremble before that devastating line 
in the Pater Noster: "Forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass agaisnt us?" 

Mr. President, you occupied the moral high ground 
with your theme of reconciliation . Your perseverance 
in it will, in the long run, redound to your credit 
and honor among the American people. I am reminded of 
another President who harbored malice towards none 
but charity for all, and manifested a generous firmness 
in the binding-up of old wounds . 

800 25th Street, N.W . 
Washington, D. C. 20037 

yours, ~ fh; 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 26, 1985 

Dear Ambassador Feldman: 

Thank you for your gracious and eloquent words of 
su2po ;c_t _ for my recent Vi§it ta Bi t hurg 0 

As you correctly noted, I have never su9gested 
that we in any way -forget the ghastly crimes 
perpetrated against all humanity in the name ~f 
Nazism. I did, however, think - it important to 
demonstrate, particularly to the younger 
generation in Germany, that we do not assign 
individual guilt. 

The people of the Federal Republic have stood 
shoulder-to-shoulder w_it_h us in the defense of 
freedom - in the _post-~ar per1.-0d .-- - We are proud of 
this new relatiunship ,- and _I arn _conf ident that 

-history will show th-at my visit was the right 
-thing to - do. -

Again, thank you very rnueh for your kind letter. 

Sincerely, 

Q~~ 

The Honorable George J.~~ldman 
800 25th Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20037 

.JtJ r:24 V«SS 
4l~ #ga72iz:f4 
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