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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 8, 1985

Dear John:

Thank you for sharing with us your constituent's views concerning the
President's State Visit to the Federal Republic of Germany. We fully
understand the depth of your constituent's concerns and assure you
the President's feelings about the crimes against humanity perpetrated
by the Nazi regime are no less deeply felt. President Reagan has
attempted to make absolutely clear during his visit the revulsion all
Americans feel for the horrors which were committed in the name of the
German state and our determination not to forget them. As you know,
his itinerary included a ceremony at Bergen-Belsen concentration camp
in order to pay homage to all those who perished at the hands of the
Nazis. As he said on the anniversary of the liberation of that camp
April 21, there can and should be no absolution.

President Reagan is certain your constituent agrees that, as part of our
efforts to learn from the experiences of this dark era, we must not reject
opportunities for reconciliation. The President was asked by Chancellor
Kohl to pay a visit to a German military cemetery in Bitburg, and he has
honored that request.

For four decades, the Federal Republic of Germany has faced up to the guilt
and responsibilities of its Nazi past and has, in countless ways, demonstrated
concretely its commitment to democratic ideals and human rights, including
standing shoulder to shoulder with us in the Alliance in defense of freedom.
With particular regard to the younger generation in Germany, it is important
to demonstrate that, while we continue to hold the nation responsible for its
past, we do not consider them to bear individual responsibility for the crimes
of Nazism.

Let me make clear that the President does not consider his appearance at
Bitburg to represent an act of forgiveness for those crimes, but rather one
of acknowledgment of the democratic society the German people have built.
He considers this to be a positive gesture which in no way detracts from
his full and heartfelt commitment to remember and honor the victims of the
Holocaust and the American soldiers who gave their lives to defeat the Nazi
regime and its crimes.

Sincerely,

M. B. Oglesby, Jr.
Assistant to the President

The Honorable John J. Duncan
A S S SR S o WP mtantirrac
MBO/STATE/NSC/KRJ/ech-MB®8
cc: Will Ball, Cong. Affrs.
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April 30, 1985

The President
The White House
Washington, D. C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

Enclosed is a copy of a letter I received from a constituent of
mine, Reverend John M. Taylor, expressing his opposition to your up-
coming visit to the Bitburg cemetery. I hope you will take Reverend
Taylor's comments into consideration and respectfully request that you
respond to his letter.

Thank you in advance for your timely response.

With kind personal regards.

WJH: emp
Enclosure
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April 17, 1985

Congressman William J, Hughes .
2307 New Road L0 O oy s
Northfield, N.J. 08225 Sl g datf

Dear Congressman Hughes,

I am writing to you in the hope that you would convey a message for me to
President Reagan; I strongly believe that the President, in his forthcoming
trip to Germany, should reconsider his planned trip to the Bitburg cemetery.

At work today, our men were talking of the President!s desire to celebrate

the forty years of armistice which exists between Germany and America, It is
a modern marvel, possibly the longest period of cessation of warfare in modern
times on European soill ‘

One of our men seemed to think that the trip to the Bitburg cemetery was a
helpful gesture of goodwill on America's part, He commented that probably no
German war cemetery would be without the presence of graves of the SS troops.
Besides he commented,that's forty years ago and soldiers of totalitarien nations
either followed orders or were shot.

This last comment disturbed me all dey and was with me as I attended dinner and
special commemorative 40th anniversay service of the hollocaust here in Ventnor
at Beth Judah Synagogue this evening, When I came home, I searched through my
library to see if admidst writings on the hollocaust, I could find a definitive
word for the President, as well as a word of correction for my business associate.
I believe I have found just such a word.

One of the great writings on the hollocaust is the memoirs of French Pastor Aime
Bonifas who was himself incarcerated by the Nazi, beginning Pentecost, June 13, 1943.
Pastor Bonifas, who at the time of his capture was only a divinity student seeking

to flee to Algeria via Spain, relates in his memoirs his imprisonment in such notorious
camps as Buchenwald, Laura, Mackenrode and Osterhagen, Not only is this writing a
telling of a hell of inexpressible suffering, as are other such writings, it is a
marvelous demonstration-in the words of Pastor Marc Boegner of the French Academy-
"that in the midst of the worst trials of the spirit and of the flesh, a man, servant
of Jesus Christ, can manifest, in the liberty which his Lord gives him and in which He
sustains him, the sovereign beauty of life, received as a gift from God, and preserved
by His grace alone from the powers of death which conspire to destroy him,"

In Pastor Bonifas's Epilogue, I rediscovered in my re-reading this evening words

I believe vhich are relevant in considering the honoring of the German war dead.
Writes Pastor Bonifas, "We were not enriched by our ordeal, but,as a result of our
experience, we perceive more clearly what we should cultivate and defend,_ _This
lesson is for everybody, for the Nazis perpetrated their crimes ageainst humanity._ _
It would be necessary to delve deep into history, into periods of dark barbarity,to

discover a comparable refinement of the art of exterminating buman beings. The Nazis
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made extermination a political goal and derived pleasure from watching their viectims
suffers The responsibility of the German people is most disconcerting._ _Did not

the civilians whom we met know? The representatives of large corporations, who
exploited us as slaves, often sniggered when the SS bludgeoned us,_ _Oh, the
unfathomable evasioc ns of the German soul. It frightens me that among those who
seemed shocked that such incidents took place in their country, a majority brought
Hitler to power, desired his victory, and would have covered up the crimes perpetrated
to ensure a thousand-year domination by the master race, If Hitler is renounced today,
he is renounced because he was defeated,_ _Depraved individuals are to be found
everywhere, Of course, I understand the economic, political, and social cauges which
explain the rise of Nazism in Germany, but how could Nazism find thousands and % I
thousands of men for a police force of blindly criminal character, Indeed, I have
never encountered a single member of the SS who was not a criminal, I do not know
what accounts these criminals will be required to settle with God, but I believe that,
in terms of human justice, it would be cripinal negligence some day to exonerate these
culprits as if nothing had ever happeneds"

Congressman Hughes these remarks I have quoted are contained in a writing that
surprisingly contains so much that is positive amidst unspeakable horror, Writes
Pastor Bonifas, "We do not want vengeance; we want justice and a measure of decency,
And most of all we want never again to witness what has been, We do not seek

vengeance against the German people, but we seek to help them cast out their demons,

of vhich militarism is one of the most tenacious. _ _We conquered the Nazis militarily,
but did we conquer Nazism? Nazism is absolute evil, the power of demons who sleep in
the hearts of all human beings(!'I cannot emphasize strongly enough that frightful
evidence demonstrated to us that man is a wolf to man, that he is naturally not
altruistic but egotistic and that all of us are guilty!)and who wait only to discover
receptive spirits over which to cast their spell. Henceforth we must not tolerate
disrespect for any person anywhere; we must not permit anyone to be hungry, to be j
brutalized by the police, to be committed to a degrading penitentiary, to become only
a number in the blind cogs of economic interestses Nor can we permit racist propaganda
to be freely disseminated._  _Furthermore, we must work passionately for peace, because
peace is never definitively achieved, FEach individual can work wherever he finds
himself; he can work as he reestablishes a sense of belonging, as he cultivates through
dialogue his relationship with others, as he ensures that no system, ideologies or |
myths will ever destroy this relatiomnshipe To this end we must educate our youth,

Thus perhaps we shall spare our children the horror of the concentration camps, At
least we shall-indeed, we must~spare them from becoming hangmen, even if we cannot

save them from becoming martyrs,"

Thank you Congressman Hughes for passing this on to the President or to whoever in
his staff may find this helpful,

Warmest personal regards,

Sincereali(:tw/ I 2

The ReV, John M, Taylor, Member and a
past chairman INTERFATTH AREA CLERGY
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Vermonters Voice Criticism
Of Reagan’s Cemetery Trip

The Associated Press

Several Vermonters, including
former Gov. Richard Snelling and
Jewish leaders, say President Rea-
gan should cancel his scheduled trip
to gravesites of German SS troops.

“It’s a very bad idea,” Snelling
said. “Mllhons of us who went over-
seas durmg World War II know the
differénce between forgiving a na-
tion, which I think we ought to do,
and zeroing in on SS troops whether
they are dead or alive.”

" Rabbi Max Wall of Burlmgton
said he does not understand why
Reagan has stuck to his original
plans. “It’s as if he were far removed
from the reality of human feelings.
It’s as if he were saying that the SS
soldiers were the same victims as
the people slaughtered in the SS
concentration camps,” Wall said.

~ Bruce Chalmer, spiritual leader
of Beth Jacob Synagogue in Montpe-
11er, said the ptesxdent s-understand-
ing of the s1tuatmn is” “shallow at
best.”

A spokesman for veterans sa1d he
was upset, too.

“He’s off his rocker,” said Tom
McTigue, commander of the Barre
Veterans of Foreign Wars post. “He’s
so completely wrong that I can’t

- -~ R -

understand how he could be that bad.
He shouldn’t be anywhere near
there.”

Reagan and West German Chan-
cellor Helmut Kohl plan to visit the
Bitburg Cemetery during the presi-
dent’s May 1-6 trip.













THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

June 4, 1985

Dear Mr. Stone:

On behalf of President Reagan, I wish to acknowledge receipt
of the resolution adopted by the Pittsburgh City Council
regarding the President's decision to visit the military
cemetery at Bitburg, West Germany.

Your sending of this statement is appreciated, and the views
contained in it have been communicated to the appropriate
Administration officials. I am taking the liberty of
enclosing copies of the President's speeches at Bitburg Air
Force Base and the Bergen-Belsen concentration camp that you
may wish to have available for the record.

With the President's best wishes to you and to the members
of the City Council,

Sincerely,

Anne Higgins
Special Assistant to the President
and Director of Correspondence

The Honorable Robert Rade Stone
President

Pittsburgh City Council

Room 510

City-County Building
Pittsburgh, PA 15219
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May 1, 1985

President Ronald Reagan

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President,

On April 24 the Minnesota House of Representatives passed a
resolution expressing our sense that you should not proceed

I am disappointed that you have not yet reconsidered your decision
and again urge you to do so. Keeping to your plans is not a
morally correct act. It instead sends a message of intransigence
and Tack of grace under pressure which is not the will of the
American people and is a mockery, however wunintentional, of

the freedoms we all hold dear.

Please find a way to keep us from feeling ashamed.
Sincerely,

(Lo M i

Ann H. Rest
State Representative

AHR:dv
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United States Department of State

Washington, D.C. 20520

May 21, 1985

Dean C. Lomis, Ph.D.

Chairman

American Hellenic Institute

Public Affairs Committee, Inc.

1730 K Street, Northwest, Suite 319
Washington, D.C. 20006

Dear Dr. Lomis:

I am replying to your April 30 letter to President
Reagan regarding his trip to the Federal Republic of
Germany.

During his visit, the President made absoclutely clear
the revulsion all Americans feel for the horrors committed
in the name of the German state before and during World War
I1, and our determination not to forget them. His itinerary
included a ceremony at the site of the Bergen-Belsen concen-
tration camp to pay homage to those who perished at the
hands of the Nazis, As he said on the April 21 anniversary
of the liberation of that camp and again during his own
visit, "There can and should be no absolution.,”

President Reagan strongly believes, as part of our
efforts to learn from the experiences of this dark era, we
must not reject opportunities for reconciliation. 1In this
spirit, he was asked by Chancellor Kohl, and accepted the
invitation, to visit a German military cemetery in Bitburg.

For four decades, the Federal Republic of Germany has
faced up to the guilt and responsibilities of its Nazi past.
It has demonstrated concretely in countless ways its com-
mitment to democratic ideals and human rights, including
standing shoulder to shoulder with us in the Alliance in
defense of freedom. The President's trip to Bitburg in-
cluded a visit to the large Bitburg Air Base, which houses
members of both the U.S. and German Air Forces.

It is important to demonstrate, particularly to the
younger generation in Germany, that although we continue to
hold the nation responsible for its past, we do not consider
them to bear individual responsibility for the crimes of
Nazism., The President did not consider his appearance at
Bitburg to represent an act of forgiveness for those crimes,
Rather, it was an acknowledgment of the democratic society
the German people have built. He considered this to be a
positive gesture which in no way detracted from his full and



heartfelt commitment to remember and honor the victims of
the Holocaust and the American soldiers who gave their lives
to defeat the Nazi regime and its crimes.

Sincerely,

Robert M. Smalley
cting Assistant Secretary
for Public Affairs
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April 30, 1985

The President
The White House
Washington D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

T wish to be included in the never-ending list
of opponeﬂ_tiwtgm your proposed visit to the German
cametery in which troops of the dreaded SS units are
buried. . ‘

There are millions of survivors of the Nazi
atrocities —- victims of the Holocaust, of the Rus-
sian extermination and of the European occupation —
who remember vividly the many more millions who
suffered and died cruel deaths as innocent victims
of a ruthless regime. 2As CGerman Chancellor Helmut
Kohl stated recently, "Germany bears historical
responsibility for the crimes of the Nazi tyranny."
What he termed "never-ending shame" cannot be erased
by the visit of an American President to the graves
of the guilty, but by the goodwill and humane actions
of the German people themselves, a process that they
are carrying out.

I suggest, Mr. President, that rather than visit
the Nazi cemetery, you commemorate the 40th anniver-—
sary of the end of World War II by sending high gov-
erment officials to lay wreaths to cemeteries which
bear the heroes of all allied nations which, united,
won over the tyramny of the Nazis. Mr. President,
please reconsider your visit with one to the West
Germany's Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, a genuine

- gesture of goodwill to the German people and not to

those whose atrocious actions continue to haunt the

mind of us all.

Respectfully vours,

vean C. LOMS, Hl.U.
Chairman






THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 13, 1985

Your Excellency:

The President has asked me to respond to your letter of
April 28th in which you voice your concerns over his
visit to Bitburg. It is most unfortunate that the
President's attempt to reinforce the reconciliation
which has taken place between the German people and
their enemies of World War II should have become so
devisive.

In respect to the President's perspective on the
Holocaust, I thought you might like to see the remarks
he made both at Bitburg and at his visit to
Bergen-Belsen Concentration Camp.

Best regards, T /
12 L\t

Robert R. Reilly
Special Assistant to the President
for Public Liaison

Most Reverend Howard J. Hubbard
Bishop of Albany

465 State Street

P. O. Box 6297

Albany, NY 12206



April 28, 1985

The Honorable Ronald Reagan

The President of the United States
The White House

Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

I wish to lend my voice to the countless other Americans who
have expressed dismay over your proposed visit to the cemetery at
Bltburg, West Germany. On the one hand, I am appre01at1ve that you
would take the time to pay your respects at the graves of the
deceased as a sign of our ongoing efforts for reconciliation between
the two great peoples of West Germany and the United States.

On the other hand, I find the cemetery at Bitburg to be a totally
inappropriate setting for otherwise admirable intentions.

The atrocities of the Holocaust remain etched upon the minds
and hearts of our Jewish brothers and sisters and ourselves as
well. 1Indeed the respect we owe in deference to all victims of the
Holocaust, our deceased Jewish and Christian brethren, demand
reconsideration of the proposed visit to Bitburg and another more
appropriate cite selected instead. May 1 suggest, as others have,
the home of Chancellor Conrad Adenauer or another cemetery where you
might be able to pay fitting tribute to the German people in such a
way as not to be distracted by the scar of the Holocaust which we
all carry.

I propose for your reflection the words of a prayer from the
Yom Ha Shoah Service, a Holocaust Commemoration for Days of
Remembrance:

Mercifully hear our prayer which arises from the anguish in our

souls 1in recalling the holocaust in which millions of our

brothers and sisters, your children of the house of Israel,

were slaughtered and burned.

With every kindest regard, 1 am,

Sincerely yours,

Howa J. Hubbard
Bishop of Albany






THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

June 12, 1885

Dear Commissioners:

On behalf of President Reagan, I wish to acknowledge receipt
of the resolution adopted by the Washington State Human
Rights Commission regarding the President's decision to
visit the military cemetery at Bitburg, West Germany.

Your sending of this statement is appreciated, and the views
contained in it have been communicated to the appropriate
Administration officials. I am taking the liberty of
enclosing copies of the President's speeches at Bitburg Air
Base and the Bergen-Belsen concentration camp that you may
wish to have available for the record..

With the President's best wishes to you and to the members
of the Com1551on,

Sincerely, _

Anne Higgins
Special Assistant to the President
and Director of Correspondence

The Members of the Washington State Human
Rights Commission

402 Evergreen Plaza Building

Olympia, WA 98504
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Mr. Ronald W. Reagan
President of the Unite

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenuc uw
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

Let me congratulate you on the resolve you have shown throughout the
controversy over your visit to Bitburg cemetery. Once again, the press has
demonstrated its ability to make the news instead of reporting it.

Although you have faced a great deal of criticism in the press, 1
believe you made the right decision in visiting the cemetery and the Bergen-
Belsen concentration camp. I fully understand the powerful feelings
generated by your visit. I believe you have effectively answered the
concerns of Jews who were offended by your visit by adding the stop at
Bergen-Belsen, over the objections of those who felt that such a side-trip
would be logistically impossible.

It is extremely important to remember the horrors of the Holocaust in
order to prevent the possibility of another such disaster. However, I agree
with Jody Powell”s statement that, "...memory is mankind”s curse as
well as its blessing. It can bind us in its coils as well as strengthen,
inform, and uplift. By what we choose to remember and how, we decide
whether we will be the master of our memories or their slave..."

Becoming slaves to our memories forces us to live in the past. By
walking backward we shall surely trip over such obstacles as the Berlin
Wall. Your visit to Bitburg is important because it emphasizes the need to
look to the future. A strong bond between the free nations of the world is
needed to turn back communist aggression. Specifically, this means that a
strong and unified NATO alliance is essential to the maintenance of freedom
throughout the world. Your visit to Bitburg is a strong affirmation of our
alliance with West Germany.

Again, I commend you on your commitment to our European allies, and
urge you to make this important visit. Your espousal of a strong and
consistent foreign policy is a refreshing alternative to Congressional
foreign policy based upon vacillation and inconsistent application of
principle.

Sincerely,

DICK ARMEY
Member of Congress
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 8, 1985

Dear Tommy:

Thank you for sharing with us your constituent's views concerning t
President's State Visit to the Federal Republic of Germany. We fully
understand the depth of your constituent's concerns and assure you
the President's feelings about the crimes against humanity perpetrate
by the Nazi regime are no less deeply felt. President Reagan has
attempted to make absolutely clear during his visit the revulsion all
Americans feel for the horrors which were committed in the name of
German state and our determination not to forget them. As you kno
his itinerary included a ceremony at Bergen-Belsen concentration car
in order to pay homage to all those who perished at the hands of th
Nazis. As he said on the anniversary of the liberation of that camp
April 21, there can and should be no absolution.

President Reagan is certain vour constituent agrees that, as part of
efforts to learn from the experiences of this dark era, we must not
opportunities for reconciliation. The President was asked by Chance
Kohl to pay a visit to a German military cemetery in Bitburg. and h
honored that request.

For four decades, the Federal Republic of Germany has faced up to
and responsibilities of its Nazi past and has, in countless wavs. den
concretely its commitment to democratic ideals and human rights. inc
standing shoulder to shoulder with us in the Alliance in defense of !
With particular regard to the younger generation in Germany, it is i
to demonstrate that, while we continue tc¢ hold the nation responsibl
past, we do not consider them toc bear individual responsibility for t
of Nazism.

Let me make clear that the President does not consider his appearan
Bitburg to represent an act of forgiveness for those crimes, Duf rat
of acknowledgment of the democratic society the German people have
He considers this to be a positive gesture which in no waxy detracts
his full and heartfelt commitment to remember and honor the victims
Holocaust and the American soldiers who gave their lives to defeat t
regime and its crimes.

Sincerely .

M. B. Oglesbyv, Jr.
Assistant tc the President

The Honorable Thomas F. Harinertt
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515






Wi - “ 120 West 94th Street
L AT U T I New York, K.Y, 10025
May 1, 1985

Conegressman Thomas F. Hartnett
228 Canmnon

House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman:

On Monday, April 29, 1985, while watchine a poular televised
news station, I saw you commenting about your support for the
President's trip to Germany, and, in particular, his desire to
visit the cemetery at Bitburg. Since I was unsuccessful in con-~
tacting a presidential aide at the Executive Office (1-202-456~76%29)
due to a continually busy circuit, and in view of your remarks, 1
thoueht it best to call yvour office,

My wish, as I know yours is also, is to see that the President
achieves success especiallv in attracting the full cooveration of
the German government in the goal for peace, freedom and respect

throughout the worlj

The results of the Bitburg visit is crucial to how Americans
and those abroad view the stature of the Office of the President,
Consequently, I feel I must also contribute my effort if it would

in any way add to such success,

Just layvine a wreath at the gravesite may not be satisfactory.

Communication to all people of all nations is essential.

I have enclosed a speech which I feel people can identify
with and believe. It mav go a long way in bringing together tﬁ@e
groups of people who are vociferously negative to the Bitbure visit,
and those who feel the President must eo, so that both sides may

reconcile their differences to support our President,

I feel the speech enclosed has something of value for all
concerned about the vigit and make the Presidential trip most suc-

cessful,

If possible, please see that the speech reaches some aide of

the President.

Thank you.
Very truly yours,
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