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April 24, 1985

President Ronald Reagan

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear President Reagan:

I am writing this letter to ask you to reconsider your ill advised trip to the
Bitburg Military Cemetery. This gesture, while intended as an act of friendship
for our now German allies, would instead be an act of derision towards the memory
of those who were killed by Nazi brutality. It would also be an affront to the
veterans of World War II, Black and White alike, who risked their lives in the fight
to save democracy. The forty-seven Waffen SS buried among the two thousand German
dead at Bitburg were not victims of the Nazi war effort but leading protoganists of
its most evil actiomns.

Your original refusal to visit a holocaust site was unfortunate. Also, your
later decision to visit Bergen-Belsen, a site representative of the death camps
where millions of Jews and Christians were callously murdered, appears politically
motivated.

Your visit to Bitburg would grant an aura of respectability to today's neo-Nazi
organizations, one of whose members was just captured after a killing spree in
several Western states. As a Black American I am well aware of the evils inherent
in every aspect of Nazism. It stood and stands opposed to every principle upon
which our great Nation was founded. And, make no mistake, as President of the
greatest democracy in the history of the World, by visiting Bitburg cemetery and
placing a wreath you are, in effect, honoring those buried there and by implication
the cause for which they died.

Once more, on behalf of those I represent, I ask you to reconsider and cancel
your visit to the Bitburg Military Cemetery.

Sincerely,

AS:gj
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Honorable President Ronald Reagan o 4/21/85
c/o ¥White House i A R
1600 rennsylv-nia Ave,
Washington, D.C. DAN MICA, M.C.

TOYNTON BEACH. F

Dear ¥r, President:

In December of 1984 I wrote to voice my discontent at your
"Christmas'" remarks, on national television., I awaited your response
however, your office never had the decency to do so. Your obvious
lack of concern for ALL Americans apralled me, but I chalked it up
to anticipation and preparation of your inaugural.

Well Sir "Here You Go Again'., How could you, on the 4Oth
anniversary of the worst tragedies Qur world has ever seen, visit
the grave sites of the peryetratorse Your coldness is more than words
can express, To suffice it and say ''we are burying the hatchet! may
I remind you, Mr, Fresident, we began burying the hatchet at the war's
conclusion when we started pouring in U.S, DOLLARY to help re-build
that war torn country.

I beseech you to reconsider your travel plans and not only
act on world opinion dbut act for those voting Americans whose families
were destroyed in those atrocities,

SHZLDON M. HOFEMAN
10198 Bocas Woods Lane

Boca Raton, Florida 33L33

cc: Rep. Dan Mica Florida Representative







December 17, 1984

Ronald Reagan

President, United States of America
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D,C, 200

Dear Mr., President:

I am writing this letter to voice my discontent at your

statements on Sunday Nights NBC special,"Christmas in Washington",

I am an American, Jewish, citizen in a country whose premiss was
and is Freedom of Religien and was deeply offended by your alluding
to the fact that all citizens, in our great country, are Christian.
You did this in closing remarks when you wished everyone a Merry
Christmas. Why, on earth, could you not have wished ALL Americans
a Happy Holiday, as those of us of the Jewish Faith celebrate our
Festival of Lights, or Hanukah, at the same time of year,

It would appear to me that with your intelligence and the
tremendous amount of popular votes, which catapulted you to your
second term in office you would understand that you were the
PEOPLE'S CHOICE, ALL THE PEOPLE. I would Just like to remind you
that our great country has NO established religion and hope that
you right the wrong which you comnited Sunday evening.

HAPPY HOLIDAYS, -~ ;1 %§

Sheldon M. Hoffman
10198 Boca Woods Lane
Boca Raton, Florida 33433

cc Dan Mica -~ United States Representative - Florida
Rabbi M. Singer - Spiritual Leader - Temple Beth E1, Boca Raton, Fl.










- May 2, 1985

The Honorable Ronald Reagan
President

The White House

Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr., President:

As Lieutenant Governor of the State of Ca]ifornia, but more
importantly as a concerned citizen, I feel it is my duty to
urge you-not-to visit the military cemetery at B1tburg

I can understand your desire to make @ symbolic gesture
which would represent @ reconciliation with Germany. West
Germany has proved to be an important politiceal ally and
economic trading partner over the past forty years. Yet by
visiting a cemetery where forty-nine SS soldiers are buried,
you appear to honor the Nazis of World Wer II, and not the
Germans of today who seek to rise above their past.

If you visit Bitburg, children around the world will watch
you Sunday and see that the most enlightened nation in the
world says that it is acceptable to commit mass murder --
that it is acceptable to attempt to eliminate an entire race
of people. This is not the message that America or any
other nation should ever convey.

Children, Mr. President, do not know the history of the
Holocaust. Yet the only tool we have to prevent future
generations from attempting to destroy any people or creed
is the knowledge we gain from examining h1story We must
make sure that the history of the Holocaust is never wh1te-
washed in the quise of political expediency.

If you visit Bitburg, you will offend every family who lost
2 loved one to the Holocaust, every soldier and citizen who
fought aga1nst Nazism, and every other person who has
compass1on for those who suffered senselessly under Hitler's
regime.



President Ronald Reagan
May 2, 1985
Page Two

Surely no diplomatic gesture is worth the risk of alienating
a large percentage of the population in your own country. I
implore you to cancel your visit to Bitburg and to find a
more appropriate location. Follow, for example, the advice
of Elie Weisel, who suggests that you visit the Ploetzensee
Prison, where lTeaders of the anti-Nazi underground were
killed. 1In this way, you would be honoring the accomplish-
ments of German heroes while still showing sympathy for the
victims of the Nazi regime.

Please, Mr. President, do not ignore the voice of the
people. You cannot undo the past, but you can prove that
vou remember it, understand it, respect it, and have Tearned
from it.

Lieutenant Governor
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NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 37219 NASHVILLE

(615) 741-3858

April 30, 1985

The Honorable Ronald Reagan
President of the United States
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Mr. President:

We write to you in regard to your proposed visit to the Bittburg Cemetery in
West Germany, May 7, 1985. Although we commend you for your willingness

to honor the World War II dead of both the Allied and Axis sides, we feel that
the ceremonies should take place at a more appropriate s1te

America is still haunted by the horrors perpetrated by the Naz1 SS. Please
remember that 86 unarmed American POW's were massacred at Malmady by the same
Waffen SS group whose dead are buried at Bittburg. Forty years later these
German soliders' dishonorable actions are best not honored.

We realize that it was not your original intention to honor the SS dead. We
realize the situation could have been avoided were it not for Chancellor Kohl's
insistance that the visit to Bittburg take place. In memory of the millions
who were systematically tortured and killed by Hitler's SS, we urge you to

not betray the victims of Nazi tyranny.

Mr. President, you can preserve the faith of the American people by refusing
to go to Bittburg. Mr. President, you can tell the German people that the
war is 40 years over, but that the SS participation was not commendable.

Mr. President, you can take a stand for human rights by asking for a more
appropriate setting to commemorate the dead.

As Americans who believe in freedom and who oppose tyranny, we respectfully
urge you to bypass Bittburg.

Sincerely,

WiTl1am S. Owen

Senator Senator
- 'S
BT Y ,,
Ward CY‘UtChf'le]d QS JLTVE LUIICT
Senator Senator

KNOXVILLE’'S SENATOR









May 3, 1985

The President
The White House
Washington, D. C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

- As an American of Polish descent, I want to congratulate
i you for your firm stand on visiting the German cemetery

at Bitburg.

Having visited Poland many times over the past 30 years,
I have come to understand the feeling of the Polish
people regarding the Germans. Although Poland was the
first country invaded and devastated by Nazi Germany,

I have found that the Polish people want reconciliation
with modern Germany. They too believe it is time to

get on with living. While the Poles, like all victims
and opponents of the Nazis, cannot and wish not to forget
what happened, they believe that the present generation
should not carry the guilt of their fathers and grand-
fathers.

I have spoken to many of my friends in the Polish
American Community, and they are also in accord with you
and your spirit of reconciliation.

It takes a strong leader to lead, and you are that leader
May God Bless You.

Sincerely,

WALTER bamaw
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May 1, 1985

The President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

Out of respect for the hundreds of thousands of American and allied
servicemen and women who lost their lives in World War II in one of
history's clearest demonstrations of the forces of good arrayed
against evil; and

Out of respect for the thousands of Americans who lost their lives

in the Battle of the Bulge, and countless civilians who were massacred
in combat and other actions undertaken by Nazi SS Storm Troopers in
violation of the Geneva Conventionj; and

Out of respect for the millions of Jews who were exterminated in
the unfathomable annihilation of the Holocaust; and

Because the wrong message may be sent to a neo-Nazi movement striving
towards a resurgence in our own country if an inappropriate symbol

is communicated from the vicinity of the gravesites of Nazi SS Storm
Troopers;

The undersigned do hereby respectfully urge you, as President of the
United States and as representative of the citizens of this country,
neither to visit the military cemetery at Bitburg, West Germany,

nor to lay a wreath there or at any other military cemetery where
Nazi SS Storm Troopers are buried.

Res ectfully su mltted

s/

Ruth M. Easterllng

Additional signatures on following pages



The President . 2 May 1, 1985
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Rep. Ed Warren

wwfo_a.%% . Rep. David Redwine

Rep. Walter B. Jones, Jr.

Rep. Howard Barnhill
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Rep. Betty H. Wiser

(Rep. H. M. Michaux, Jr.)

Rep. Daniel T. Lilley






June 13, 1985

Dear Mayor Azzarello:

On behalf of President Reagan, I wish to acknowledge receipt
of the resolution adopted by 0ld Bridge Township Council
regarding the President's decision to visit the military
cemetery at Bitburg, West Germany.

Your sending of .this statement is appreciated, and the views
contained in- it have been communicated to the appropriate
Administration officials. I am taking the liberty of
enclosing copies of- the President's speeches at Bitburg Air
Base and - the Bergen-Belsen Concentration Camp that you may
wish to have available for the record.

With the President's best wishes to you and to the members
of the Council,

VSincerely,

Anne Higgins
Special Assistant to the President
and Director of Correspondence

The Honorable Russell J. Azzarello
Mayor of 0Old Bridge
One 0l1ld Bridge Plaza
01d Bridge, NJ 08857
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Howard M. Spiro, M.D. Campus address:
Gastroenterology Unit 2076 LMP
Department of Internal Medicine Telephone:
School of Medicine 203 785-5494
333 Cedar Street
PO. Box 3333

New Haven, Connecticut 06510-8056

April 24, 1985

President Ronald Reagan
White House, 1500 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

To go to a concentration camp in Germany and to a German
military cemetery are both reasonable, but to pray at a cemetery
that holds members of Himmler's Waffen SS is to symbolize, by your
enormous grace; the rehabilitation of the SSinot a much needed
reconciliation with Germany. Better, go to the burial place of
Goethe, I beg you.

Very respectfully,
/ T e

BRI -SSRV,
Howard M. Spiro, M:1.
Professor of Medicine

HMS /cf
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WASHINGTON
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Date:
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ANNE HIGGINS
Special Assistant to the
President and Director

of Correspondence
Room 94, x7610
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President Ronald Reagan
The White House
Washington, D. C. 20500
Dear President Reagan:

I have both admiration and respect for your recent determination to hold to your
trip. Reconciliation is shown in many ways, sometimes mysterious, sometimes
misunderstood. You have attempted such an act.

R

il F. Paul éﬁfifj;d

Mayor, City of Ames

/nd











