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C O U N T Y O F B E A G E N, N E W J E A S E Y 

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL 50 WASHI NGTON AVE. • DUMONT, NJ 07628 

AREA CODE 201-387-5022 

MAYOR 

DAVID DERVITZ 
BOROUGH C LERK 

MARY C. PRICE 
COUNCIL 

WILLIAM P. BOCHI CCHI O 

CASIMIR KROPKOWSKI 

TERRY PAUL BOTTINELLI 

JAMES P. MORIARTY 

ANTH ONY J. NAZZARO 

GERARD DRUMMOND 

May 1 , 1985 

President Ronald -Reagan 
White House 
Washington, D. c. 

Re: Reconciliation and May, 1985 visit to 
Bitburg Cemetary 

Dear Mr. President: 

As a matter of principle - and with all due respect -
we urge both you and German Chancellor Helmut Kohl to distance 
\yourselv es from the 49 SS graves that lie in the Kolmeshohe 
\Cemetary in Bitburg, Germany , when you visit there nex t week . 

In the history of Western Civilization , no lower or more 
vile form of human organization has ever existed than the 
SCHUTZSTAFFEL (SS) or elite guard and security arm of the 
racist Nazi Party . Whether it was the Waffen (weapons) SS who 
once massacred 71 unarmed American PCW's at Malmedy, Belgium 
or the TOTENKOPF ("Death Head") SS who savagely butchered 
10 million civilian concentration camp victims , the SS has 
symbolized the personification of racist evil more vividly 
than any major force in living memory . 

Yes , it is true that our great ally West Germany has 
publicly borne this shame and that we Americans have no more 
business de-nazifying their military cemetaries than would a 
foreign head of state have in searching out villians at D. S . 
Civil War Memorials . 

However , it is precisely because of what West Germany and 
the United States stand for today - a free and humane democracy -
that our leaders, you and Mr. Kohl , have no business offering the 



Page - 2 -

enemies of that democracy the opportunity to draw the slightest hint 
of Nazi-fascist threads in the social-political fabric that we have 
woven together, freely, and laboriously, these past forty years. 

This is not a question of he-who-is-without-sin casting the first 
stone. None of us is above that judgement. Nor are we Americans, for 
example, proud of our history of black slavery. No, we cannot turn back 
the clock. Nor can we offer you a painless remedy for the quanda~y in 
which you now find yourself. Nor do we challenge your intent or motiva­
tion. 

There is a gospel story, "The Parable of the Weeds," that we find 
appropriate here. You know it, we are sure. 

It goes something like this: 

During the day a good farmer sowed seeds of wheat. Than at night 
his enemy sow~d weeds. The weeds and wheat proceeded to grow together. 
One worker wanted to pull out the weeds. But the farmer ordered his field 
hands to wait until harvest time lest some of the unripe wheat be pulled 
out along with the weeds. At harvest, he said,the workers could separate 
the mature wheat from the weeds, and then burn the weeds. (See Matthew 
13: 24 ff ) . 

The meaning for Bitburg is simple. And please note, in a spirit 
of full reconciliation, we pass no judgement on the souls of those 49 
who wore the SS uniforms. But we do recognize - as those who designed 
the cemetary may have - that the 3% SS "weeds" are clearly distinguished 
from the other 97% who fought - however misled - to defend their homeland. 
These 97% we can be reconciled to; it is the 3% SS "weeds" - in the sense 
of what they explicitly stood for - with whom reconciliation is impossible. 
Reconciliation with any symbol (even a tombstone) bearing the letters "SS", 
is tantamount to selling one's social-political soul to the devil. And 
that we could never do. 

As our leader, aad as the leader of the free world, we urge you to 
make this message loud and clear when, as you are determined, you do 
visit Bitburg. May God be with you. And his spirit of peace and 
reconciliation, too. 
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INCORPORATED VILLAGE OF LAKE SUCCESS 
318 LAKEVILLE ROAD • GREAT NECK • NEW YORK 11020 • TELEPHONE 516 482-4411 

Mayor 
REUBEN L. KERSHAW 

Village Administrator 
J OHN GIORDANO 

Village Clerk Treasurer 
CHRISTINE A. REED 

President Ronald w_ Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

SETILED IN 1783 • INCORPORATED 1927 

April 29, 1985 

On behalf o f the residents of the Village of Lake Success, 
we are strongly opposed to yq~F_ planned cemetery stop in Bitburg, 
West Germany . · ------·- -------, 

Such a stop in Bitburg only leads to an inference of condon­
ing the action of SS Troopers buried there who were so responsible 
for the evils against humanity that will forever darken the pages 
of History. 

To ease the strain on West German-American relat i ons, we feel 
that perhaps a visit to Munich to lay a wreath at the unknown 
soldiers monument would be more practicable. 

SU £~ 
Reuben L. Kershaw, Mayor 

K~:lT~ 
Daniel Axinn, ~ -

J~ 
s ein, Trustee ~n~ 
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ARCHIE SPIGNER 
COUNCIL MEMBER, 17TH DISTRICT, QUEENS 

114•71 FARMERS B O UL'EVARD 

ST. ALBANS, N . Y . 11412 

776-3700 
566-4276 

President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear President Reagan: 

THE COUNCIL 
OF 

THE CITY OF NEW YORK 
CITY HALL 

NEW YORK, N. Y. 10007 

CHAIRMAN: 

~KQM!:OCH~~J!lXOO­
Hous i n~d Building 

COMMITTEE MEMBER: 

STATE LEGIS L ATION 

<KNKIHOOXi,oxXXOOHMl!I~ 
C O NSUMER AFFAIRS 

Economic Development 

April 24, 1985 

I am writing this letter to ask ~ to . reconsig er ygur _ill ... a,dy ised _tr_:!-g to the 
Bitburg Military Cemetery. This gesture, while intended as an act of friends ip 
for"- ou'r ' now· Gerni'ari"" al1 Tes-:-would instead be an act of derision towards the memory 
of those who were killed by Nazi brutality. It would also be an affront to the 
veterans of World War II, Black and White alike, who risked their lives in the fight 
to save democracy. The forty-seven Waffen SS buried among the two thousand German 
dead at Bitburg were not victims of the Nazi war effort but leading protoganists of 
its most evil actions. 

Your original refusal to visit a holocaust site was unfortunate. Also, your 
later decision to visit Bergen-Belsen, a site representative of the death camps 
where millions of Jews and Christians were callously murdered, appears politically 
motivated. 

Your visit to Bitburg would grant an aura of respectability to today's neo-Nazi 
organizations, one of whose members was just captured after a killing spree in 
several Western states. As a Black American I am well aware of the evils inherent 
in every aspect of Nazism. It stood and stands opposed to every principle upon 
which our great Nation was founded. And, make no mistake, as President of the 
greatest democracy in the history of the World, by visiting Bitburg cemetery and 
placing a wreath you are, in effect, honoring those buried there and by implication 
the cause for which they died. 

Once more, on behalf of those I represent, I ask you to reconsider and cancel 
your visit to the Bitburg Military Cemetery. 

SincereLy, 

AS:gj 
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April 30, 1985 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr . President: 

We the undersigned members of the Vallejo City Council oppose your planned 
trip to Bitburg Cemetery . 

It is an act which, contrary to your thoughts, will not heal old wounds, but 
will create new wounds in the hearts of countless numbers of people throughout 
the world. 

Vallejo is a community of 90,000 people. Many of our citizens had relatives 
and friends who suffered and died at the hands of members of the Waffen SS. 
Some of our citizens survived the death camps and still bear the tattoos and 
scars and memories of those terrible years. In honoring those dead at Bitburg 
you dishonor these Vallejo citizens . 

Please, Mr. President, don ' t go to Bitburg. 

eccbk6 
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May 17. 1985 

This i~ t 1
> ,~cln1owl ::dgL your !'h-:i-,r 1 l~t<f::•H' f orwa1· i.rxg 

LOrnisponde:r:cs regarding th~ Pr~i.:1i<l0nt ' s Stut~ Vi~.t t tc Lh~ 
Ft.~d~ral R public of Ccr.r,Fn/ . ';/f full: unde~at.and the <:L .. pth 
of your constituant ' • co1r~rn£ d~d a.1~ure you thl ~ra~ido~t •s 
f""€':1i ng:~ .:~bout thr: crimc;.:e llgn.innt: humanity parpetr~h~d hy t.hiJ 
t;a:..i r-:>gimt:; are ~ o 1cze dw~ply f~lt . Pn:si.de:'it .Rf'u.Cfc;.H trne 
att-.::mpt,.d ti') m!'tk~ ~J.>f:olut<Gly cl.:?,;ir <lur:1 1·-n;r hie, -.,isir. the 
r.ero~ .. ~inn ~. 11 Am···.1.·.,_c ,· r::~ f•~t~l t :;r thi~ hurr,:,r.s which w0i:.f 

committ":!d in the n.;1m,.~ of the G~rii-1. st;-:t.,...,;! ,'l.nd our a~'hn··mi11.=1t.ion 
not to ·fcrget th,-:-im ., As vcu hinw , his itim:r~r::/ iricludc.d ~ 
ce:ceroor:.y ut f3Grgen-H,-,.l$;~n C()n<.'~!;trat:ion c2r<'p in --rd..:ir to p:~f 
hoin.a~m to n.11 thos . whu p~ri:-,!v~d ut th,.• h;;•hirJ of: t. 1e tta::is . 
A.;:; h 'c sa · <1 OH thP. .1Hri:ivcr-sary 0£ the 1 i.bi:-•r:"·t.iun ri th..:tt r·.,..nnp 
April 21, t.rHH.'C: C,~n .rnd ;eh0u ld .Cl\.' n,J i.~b::~.1.tutic~. 

:Pr~::;i<lent Rei:1gan Is c~rt. .. 1.in y,.mr ~o st...it.ua., t r1g:i:;e (:$ tha if •. ;::, 

p, rt. t,f ou.r <Ee £1:c,rtf.. t.. le.:!rn ·rvm t.he -0'/:peri~~.ce~ oi -thi~; dar:k 
~r,., we mur-:.t net re:}~:ct 0ppnrtunit.1e!" for r,;!ccncili<"tio; ~ Th;,:• 
Pn.-:sid -nt was ac.ked by Ch.-.xm:;-.liP.r ~ 0hl t.o pav a. vfa-,:it to ;:_ 
GP>r.!' ,.m 111! l i t-:t t · :,;· cemf~ h x·:·· in ; i tbuni, ,Hd hi':: h;:! s hon,.,n.'.'CC tlv-. t 
l't:qU!".'St . 

Pc1: f:<.mr dccados, th'"' F-?d .r,11 R.::·puhi.ic ·.>: GrYr, an-; h~:.:: f:fl.cl! up 
to the guilt ~r.d n.~.spon, ,L iliti~s · f it~ ~:c. ;!i po:,st: 6nd h,H: , in 
cuw1tl .~s vays, demon.;.trated c0ncr{?t1c, 1/ .itB COh1,•nU.:~ <.mt to 
d m CI""ut.i. ·- i~-r.:&lfi ana hum.--i.a right~ .. in(~Jui~ ·.;:-,g -,ta.;Hli.ng .~ht)Ul~""t' 
tc shoul<.h-n- i.v1.t.h u:; in .::ize Allian\,.~"" ii . .:.kf1.-,D$i<;. of fr•~•-:dom . 
i 1ith p~~rticulfir regard · <-" the y-ou;lg,jr g-mr..,.r. t.ion i :, G,irm:.•n.;-• ¥ 

it L:: itJpcrt.c ;-1 t: to del!\( nstril tc th t, whi. r; . ,~ co:ItinU•:? ti'} hu d 
thr nvt.ion r<!1:::nnrH1ibl~ ftH' itc fU.iStr Wf."t do not (:;: -,.n,iider th,1ro 
to bear ir:cH ,lidual reffpon.;:ibil i ty for t-he cri.!uef: )f ~-J.;:; zi srq. 

L~t ~a make cl~ar th~t the ~rcsidc~t does not cc~stder hi~ 
appear.:mc.~ at Bitburg t:0 reprcJ.Brent .1n :ct · f forgiv•-,HH:':i!.'; fc.r 
th0s . crim.<.;!1,, but. r 'ither one,; o: 6iCknow1 cHigcm.m. t of the d•::cF:ir;,crllt ic 
~~ .. :-ci.~:t/ th;~ G,2rmt n p,.·,opl·. ' "-Vt· built. no ~::tmsid~r::: this t.o b,--: 



."3. ?C1~itiV(~ ~r-:=:~tur.:! which in no way <let.r._ (: t.s f,.r;m his full anJ 
heart£ r:il t commi tmf!nt to rt:mc•r~b.?r nnd hcno.r the vi ct ins t'f the 
Holr.>c.1 u st anf. t.hc A!ueric:an Joldi0r~ whc <:_~cvc. their livei: to 
defeat tha N~zi roqime and its crimes, and h~ appreciate~ your 
$Uppcrt. for 1 im it! thi:;. rel)'ard . 

M. B. Ogl~sby, Jr. 
Assistant to tho Pr~sid~nt 

The Ronorable Da~icl A. Mic1 
House; ~f 'Pe,_1.,.1"''""entc,. iv•..,,.,, 

v.~~:::'~~C~nci:: : :11 Ba ll, Cong Affrs, State - FYI 

MBO:STATE:NSC:KRJ:hlb 
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'I'h is i:-, tn ack~()t,df.,dg~1 your !•!-'.:!''.'/ 1 l 1~t ~<?r ~.or.W61' fng 
corr~f)pe-,n<lenc,~ .rE!g~rding the l'~t~hidt:c:1t ' !5 St:.i,tu V:l. !: it ,,__o \.ht~ 
Peder~l R~public of Gerrn~~y . We fully und~r~t~Pd the depth 
0f y0ur cc.r,.1titU(•;n ..... ' :; co:.~cerns <.tid ; F;;.~ur'~ vr_.,u th".", t~,,.,~:,:;id!':rit ' ::; 
t::>~!li:ngs -:-bout th<• crir-1e~ ;3g,""in'.3t huir,;:\ni t•; p£>r.pl ·trt!."':t~d by the 
r-~azi rogi~;> arc no 1-:ss d,;1,~pl~ · f1.'lt . Pr0 .;idf"nt Re•-g,: ::-1 h,,;;.· 
att_r•11,1pt~tl tc makL t.b:;olutt}ly cl1:::J.r cl.uring i1is vis.it t.ht" 
.~uulr:iPn rill .~mr-r · c 01;1•:- ~-c--1 =--,:c t.h~ horror,' which wer~ 

comrt,i tt: d in tht< r.xHn-::? of ~h.~ Gt! .c::r..~r, s L tu E.n' our d.,~t-':r.m.if"i! t :le 'Jrt 

not t~ forge~ ~hem . A~ ;ou knou , hi~ ttin~r~rv i~clud~d a 
r:.-::cr.r1m,)fl'/ ,':,::. B~rgt..::1- B..., l: 0 :'n r..·orn··0nt rati.~ri camp i '.1 ,,rdtH.:· ti") p.i.f 
homage to all ;;.hosi.-; wnc, pt::-iri ~;~wd a.t the irn-rids uf tl_-tci r :.:,: i~ . 
A~-= rY.: 3a.i.d un thf. anniV.,Jt"$~1r; of th£• 1.U.:iPl"8t · r-a ot ti'Ft camr, 
April ~l, thf!.·fi ca;, ar:d f.:hnuld b~· ii() ,,;_bl'c;olnticn . 

l:rf.-~i:.h~::t Rf"~;gar~ i~ .:.--~~r~"\in your cnr,~tit.u-:mt "gr.?0~1 th..:1t 1 , :, 

pc:,rt of ~ul.· t::ffot· t·i2: ,L} l :or.·-:. frr.:n t.h0 1:<YpPri1_•gc.::~ (12. thi:: dt .. r►.. 
::.~ra , •.7-2 1,..11u 1';:t not r,:•ji.:ct· qppur~·ur:it.i~.--~ for n .. it;•11;.C il i;.,tic;n . 'l'h•· 
Pn-· r1id~:rrt. "JlaS €1~,.ked by Ch,?!': ,cr: l 1or . ·,-;hJ to pe ;\ vhd.\., t.c P 

G;_H'f,,.:r. rnili.t.,;,-i~~y c-)r!l.etJ;?"'~ i!• EHtburg, find hi~ h,1;1_::, honored th,.it 
r~,qm:. S'!' • • 

Fnr four dec~de~, the Pcct.r~l Republic l.i Gcrm~ny hRs f~ceJ up 
t ·:, ti".-::: qiiilt a~d r{;8f;i).r...~il iJ..i.+:i,:;..; (~·:' ~t...~ 1;J~~:.~i !'.~.~t- n~tl h .. :~~, J..!' 
.;::otU'.l t l:~;:n:!. w:-y,;, d~ruons tr .~~d r:,:-ii, ~r .~t-2li ii.:~ ,:-r1ml:1i tP.K!n+-. to 
dt-::uo.::r .:.H::Lc ioe-;;.d.2' ?"'td hu~1,:u, ri9ht:; 1 :: ;, ,:~ l ud.i!ig ~ t-:1 uHnq sh0td.d.-)r 
tu •);1'..)Uld~-.,r with t!,;; in th~~ Alli.,,nce i.r, dt~fc:ns,.::: o:: fr,:e om . 
i!:i.. tJ1 pi'l.rt.icuL. r 1·~g.1rc! L0 th(~ ycu•,,;c.r gGt'!c•r:;tior, in G(~r.rn:1n~·, 
i:.. i.~ import;-:mt t: .. :i ~,"'tMm~t.rtit..-• thatr whiln w~ i;~_mt inu'A tn V"h: 
the r,atiot1 xe'"',pc.m.sib1,:, -::: -.r itr-:, P·""'St, w;" <Li r1ot- cor;:di.:h:r t!10m 
t-:) hear i;;dividu~l r~::;pcn,:;ibilitv i:__.r the ct·.ir1~G of :r,,:.,zi~·~t . 

:., \ ''C :t:li"! make: clt•,;u-- tn(}t tl'k; 1-'rf"~idcnt ~, ~':E nut CQ(itd .. th;r hi·s. 
app,.w . .r~,~ic•" ,Sit i'5itbtu:g ~:f) l.''."'pres:-.,, t ar:. ac:-:-- •Jf !\.)rgivc-,no,.~.; f-.1r: 
t.hoi;.,~ {"'Ti"n-:-:~~ t but: r . .1t:h<?r C\"'r'~ 0r .. 1,c;)n vwl,:_d.~H~l(~f1t t..:.f. i.:h · ,.i"::nc,c.::i:ntic 
siuch3,t:.•:' th~ Gi~!"!tl:"-51 pe.ci:;::il··' ha,;,:;; bui1.t. RrJ co~midc:: :r:1-,; thi;~ to h~ 



~:: ...... 

l.'i v si ti•-:.~r, gcst1.n·t: ,-:hl r::h in no w-11~· dfltract.r;; f 1•01:1 hi· fu11 ar;d 
h;.::a.r-t felt ,co:nmi t:rrtt;;nt t" rett1~nh-:!:r ~nd hcJ'h')r the vir.tir1s of tha 
Hc.lucau!·t IJ,nd th0 Amcrictin soldier~ who gave th(1i r 1 i J•~is to 
defe-at t .he f-l,.;;zi rt:-:gin1c ?Jn{! i.t3 c ri~t-?S . 

Uith hc~t wishea , 

tL H. OgL~r~by, ,Jr.. 
AsGiSt.::U't: to the Pr,:::--,x.id?-.Hlt 

The Hor.or~ble D;::m\t' .;. ;. • ~ic..:; 
Bou .1.:,e of. Fi::,pr•~s,;.tltativt:s 
Washifi:gton , D.C . 20515 

cc: w/copy of inc to Will Ball, Cong Affrsr State - FYI 

MBO:STATE:NSC:KRJ:hlb 
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< OFFICE BUILDING 
.JO M 131 

WASHINGTON , DC 20515 
DANIEL A. M ICA 

14TH DISTRICT, FLORIDA 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 

SUZANNE STOLL 

t EGISLATIVE ASSISTA NT 
JAMES E. LAMBLE 

<!Congress of tbe llntteb ~tates 
J,ouse of l\epresentatibes 

Basbington, 110<! 20515 

Mr . M. B. Oglesby, Jr . 
The Whi t e House 
Washington , D. C. 20500 

Dear Mr . Oglesby : 

IN REPLY PLEASE R~j~R TO 
DOCUMENT NUMBER: CUL,-

May 1 , 1985 

FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

VETERANS' AFFAIRS 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON 

AGING 

The attached communication regards a situation of which I 
have had previous correspondence with you . I would appr ecia t e it 
if you would investigate the statement s contai ned therein and 
r espond to me wi th your f i ndings . 

Thank you for your kind a t tent · 

DM :dr 
Enclosur e 

PLEASE REPLY: 
0 CANNON HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 

ROOM 13 1 
WASHINGTON, DC 20515 

THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPER MADE WITH RECYCLED FIBERS 

✓639 EAST OCEAN AVENUE 
SUITE 3 0 3 

BOYNTON BEACH, FL 3343 5 



Honorable president Ronald Reagan 
c/o W"."dte House 
1600 penns ylv~nia Av~. 

\
1.'ashington, D. Co 

Dear Mr. President: 

DAN MICA, M.C. 
qQYNTON BEACH , FL 

4/21/85 

In December of 1984 I wrote to voice my discontent at your 
"Christmas" remarks , on national television. I awaited your response, 
ho wever, your office never had t he decency to do soo Your obvious w 

l ac k of conc ern for ALL Americans appalled me, but I chalked it up 
to anticipation and preparation of your inaugural. 

Well Sir "Here You Go Again". How could you, on the 40th 
a nniversary of thJe worst tragedies ~ur world has ever seen, visit 
the gr ave sites of the perpetrators. Your coldness is more than words 
can expres s . To suffice it and say "we are burying the hatchet" may 
I remind you, Mr. pr esident, we bega n burying the hatchet at the war's 
conclusion when v:e started pouring in U .s. DOLLAR$ to help re-build 
t ha t war torn country. 

I beseech you t o re consider your travel plans and not only 
act on world oni nion but act for thos e voting Americans whose families 
were des troyed~ i n those atrocities~ 

c c: Rep. Dan Mica 

SHELDON M. HOFFMAN 

10198 Boca Woods Lane 

Boca Raton, Florida 

Flor ida Representative 

33433 

·· • 
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Ronald Reagan 
President, United 
1600 Pennsylvania 
Washington, D.c. 

States of America 
Avenue 
200 

December 17, 1984 

Dear Mr. President: 

I am writing this letter to voice my discontent at your 
statements on sunda;r Nighfs NBC special, "Christmas in Washington". 
I am an American, Jewi lih, citizen i n a countr:y whose preraiss was 
and is Freedom of Religi an and was deeply offended by your alluding 
to the fact that all citizens , in our great country , are Christian. 
You did this in closing remarks when you wished everyone a Merry 
Christmas. Why, on earth, could you not have wished ALL Americans 
a Happy Holiday, as those o! us of the Jewish Faith celebrate our 
Festival or Lights, or Hanukah, at the same time of year. 

rt would appear to me that with your intelligence and the 
tremendous amount of popular votes, which ca tapulted you to your 
second term in o!!ice you would understand t hat you were the 
PEOPLE''S CHOICE, ALL THE PEOPLE. I would just like to remind you 
that our great country has NO established rel igion and hope that 
you right the wrong which you commited Sunday evening. 

Sheldon M. Hoffman 
10198 Boca Woods Lane 
Boca Raton, Florida 33433 

cc Dan Mica - United states Representative - Florida 
Rabbi M. Singer - Spiritual Leader - Temple Beth El, Boca Raton, Fl. 





y THE WHITE HOUSF 
ID# 303778 

7k!/cJ?:l;.-1-0/ COFRESPO~DENCF TPACKING WORKSFEFT 

INCOMING 

DATE RECEIVED: MAY 06, 1985 

NAME OF CORRESPONDENT: THE HONORABLE LEO MCCARTHY 

SUBJECT: URGES THE PRESIDENT NOT TO VISIT THE 
MILITARY CEMETERY AT BITBURG 

ACTION DISPOSITION 

ROUTE TO: ACT DATE TYPE C COMPLETED 
OFFICE/AGENCY (STAFF NAME) CODE YY/ MM/DD RESP D YY/MM/DD 

AN EW CARD ORG 85/05/06 (!_ ZS" Io SI o gin=-
Q H l GG,. REFERRAL NOTE: 

C)rf'c.:s r,d. t!-,.Jc._ ,:_ . 

REFERRAL NOTE: 
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REFERRAL J'TOTF: 

COMMENTS: 

ADDITIONAL CORRFSPONDENTS: MEDIA:L INDIVIDUAL CODES: 2200 

IA MAIL USER CODES: (A) ------ (B) ____ _ (C) ____ _ 

********************************************************************* 
*ACTION CODES: 
* 

*DISPOSITION CODES: 
* 

*A-APPROPRIATE ACTION *A-ANSWERED 
*C-COMMENT/RECOM *B-NON-SPEC-REFERRAL 
*D-DRAFT RESPONSE *C-COMPLETED 
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* CODE= A * 
*COMPLETED= DATE OF * 
* OUTGOING* 
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********************************************************************* 

REFER QUESTIONS AND ROUTHJG UPDATES TO CENTRAL REFERENCE 
(ROOM 79,OEOB) EXT. 2590 
KEFP THIS WORKSHEET ATTACHED TO THE ORIGINAL INCOMil'.TG 
LETTER AT ALL TIMES AND SEND COMPLETED RECORD TO RECORDS 
MANAGEMEJ'.1T. 



. May 2, 1985 

1[i£ut£nant ~~£rnnr 

Leo McCarthy 

~tat£ of illal ifornia 

The Honorable Ronald Reagan 
President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

STATE CAPITOL 
SACRAMENTO, CA 95814 

(91 6) 4 45-8994 

107 SOUTH BROADWAY 
SUITE 4007 

LOS ANGELES, CA 90012 
(21 3) 620-2560 

As Lieutenant Governor of the State of California, but more 
importantly as a concerned citizen, I feel it is my duty to 
u r ~....o.lJ---P-G..t-t.o_yj_s it _ t __ h_e m iJ_i_t a r y cemetery at Bit burg • 

-~- -, ... ·-·---- .. --~--
I can understand your desire to make a symbolic gesture 
which would represent a reconciliation with Germany. West 
Germany has proved to be an important political ally and 
economic trading partner over the past forty years. Yet by 
visiting a cemetery where forty-nine SS soldiers are buried, 
you appear to honor the Nazis of World War II, and not the 
Germans of today who seek to rise above their past. 

If you visit Bitburg, children around the world will watch 
you Sunday and see that the most enlightened nation in the 
world says that it is acceptable to commit mass murder -­
that it is acceptable to attempt to eliminate an entire race 
of people. This is not the message that America or any 
other nation should ever convey. 

Children, Mr. President, do not know the history of the 
Holocaust. Yet the only tool we have to prevent future 
generations from attempting to destroy any people or creed 
is the knowledge we gain from examining history. We must 
make sure that the history of the Holocaust is never white­
washed in the guise of political expediency. 

If you visit Bitburg, you will offend every family who lost 
a loved one to the Holocaust, every soldier and citizen who 
fought against Nazism, and every other person who has 
compassion for those who suffered senselessly under Hitler's 
regime. 



President Ronald Reagan 
May 2, 1985 
Page Two 

Surely no diplomatic gesture is worth the risk of alienating 
a large percentage of the population in your own country. I 
implore you to cancel your visit to Bitburg and to find a 
more appropriate location. Follow, for example, the advice 
of Elie Weisel, who suggests that you visit the Ploetzensee 
Prison, where leaders of the anti-Nazi underground were 
killed. In this way, you would be honoring the accomplish­
ments of German heroes while still showing sympathy for the 
victims of the Nazi regime. 

Please, Mr. President, do not ignore the voice of the 
people. You cannot undo the past, but you can prove that 
you remember it, understand it, respect it, and have learned 
from it. 

~h\~ 
LEO McCARTHY 
Lieutenant Governor 



THE WHITE HOUSE 
CORRFSPONDENCF TRACKING WORKSHEET 
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SUBJECT: URGES THF PRESIDENT NOT TO VISIT THE 
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*ACTION CODES: 
* 

*DISPOS ITIO1'J CODES: 
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*A-APPROPRIATE ACTION *A-ANSWERED 
*C-COMMENT/RECOM *B-NON-SPEC-REFERRAL 
*D-DRAFT RESPONSE *C-COMPLETED 
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LETTER AT ALL TIMES AND SEND COMPLFTED RECORD TO RECORDS 
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Ai 



WILLIAM 5. OWEN 
SENATOR 

7541 MIDDLEBROOK PIKE 

KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE 37919 

SUITE 9. LEGISLATIVE PLAZA 

NASHVILLE. TENNESSEE 3721 9 

(615) 741-3858 

j,.euat.e @qamh.er 
~tat.e of ffl.euu.esHH~.e 

NASHVILLE 

April 30, 1985 

The Honorable Ronald Reagan 
President of the United States 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Mr. President : 

VICE CHAIRMAN 
EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

MEMBER OF COMMITTEES 
JUDICIARY 

TRANSPORTATION 

We write to you in regard to your proposed visit to the Bittburg Cemetery in 
West Germany, May 7, 1985 . Although we commend you for your willingness 
to honor the World War II dead of both the Allied and Axis sides, we feel that 
the -~e.r_emo.n..i.e-s---s-ho-1:.1-ld - t~ake place at _a_more. appropriate site . 

America is still haunted by the horrors perpetrated by the Nazi SS . Please 
remember that 86 unarmed American POW 1 s were massacred at Malmady by the same 
Waffen SS group whose dead are buried at Bittburg . Forty years later these 
German soliders' dishonorable actions are best not honored. 

We realize that it was not your original intention to honor the SS dead. We 
realize the situation could have been avoided were it not for Chancellor Kohl 1 s 
insistance that the visit to Bittburg take place , In memory of the millions 
who were systematically tortured and killed by Hitler's SS, we urge you to 
not betray the victims of Nazi tyranny . 

Mr . President, you can preserve the faith of the American people by refusing 
to go to Bittburg. Mr. President, you can tell the German people that the 
war is 40 years over, but that the SS participation was not commendable. 
Mr . President , you can take a stand fo r:._ human rights by asking for a more 
appropriate setting to commemorate the dearl . 

As Americans who believe in freedom and who oppose tyranny, we respectt0lly 
urge you to bypass Bittburg . 

~4v~ Wi 1fus: Owen A 
Senator 

~ 1c~~~:st 
Senator 

KNOXVILLE'S SENATOR 



THE WHITE FOUSE 
CORPESPONDENCE TRACKING WOPKSHEET 

INCOl-~ING 

DATF FECEIVED: JlftAY 06, 1985 

NAME OF CORRFSPONDENT: THE HONORABLE WALTER BARAN 

SUBJECT: SUPPORTS THE PRESIDENT VISIT TO TFE 
GERMAN CEMETERY AT BITBURG 

ROUTE TO: 
OFFICE/AGENCY ( STAFF NAME) 

ACTION 

ACT DATE 
CODE YY/MM/DD 

DISPOSITION 

TYPE C COMPLETED 
RESP D YY/MM/DD 

CARD OFG 85/05/06 ___ ~ ~t~f~ 
REFERRAL NOTE : /l -.4 # -¼t'"/ 

~"-==-F~===;~=-=-e:-~=----~ 'lsfoITaf r' e'Qt7b 19~1a ~ 
FERRAL NOTE: 

----------REFERRAL NOTE: 

REFERRAL NOTE: 

REFERRAL NOTF: 
_/_/_ - _/_/_ 

COJlftMENTS: 

ADDITIONAL CORRESPONDENTS: MEDIA:L INDIVIDUAL CODES: 2310 

IA MAIL USER CODES: (A) ( B) ( C) ------ ------ ------

********************************************************************* 
*ACTION CODES: 

* 
*DISPOSITION CODES: 

* 
*A-APPROPRIATE ACTION *A-ANSWERED 
*C-COMMENT/RECOM *B-NON-SPEC-REFERRAL 
*D-DRAFT RESPONSE *C-COMPLETED 
*F-FURNISR FACT SFEET *S-SUSPENDED 
*I-INFO COPY/NO ACT NEC* 
*F-DIRECT REPLY W/COPY * 
*S~FOR-SIGNATURE * 
*X-INTERIM REPLY * 

*OUTGOING * 
* CORRESPONDENCE: * 
*TYPE RESP=INITIALS * 
* OF SIGNER * 
* CODE= A * 
*COMPLETED= DATE OF * 
* OUTGOING* 
* 
* 
* 

* 
* 
* 

********************************************************************* 

REFER QUESTIONS AND ROUTING UPDATES TO CENTRAL REFERENCE 
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June 18, 1985 

Dear Mr. Baran: 

Please accept my heartfelt thanks for your message 
of May 3. I ·appreciate more than I can say your 
kind and generous words. 

My purpose was never to suggest we forgive 
and forget, and I found that today's Germans do 
not suggest such a thing. They have preserved 
the camps with evidence of all the horror of the 
Holocaust, and they say along with us, "Never 
again." 

You were kind to write as you did and your 
message means a great deal to me. 

Sincerely, 

The Honorable Walter Baran 
Secretary of General Services 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17125 

RR/DE/CAD/AVH/efr BTBURG 
Bitburg 4 / 

cc: Andrew Card ✓ 

-



WALTE R B A RAN 
SEC RE TARY 

Comm.onw-eaUh of Penns!:flvania 
Department of General Services 

Harrisburg 

May 3, 1985 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C . 20500 

Dear Mr . President: 

I 
As an American of Polish descent, I want to congratulate 
you for your firm stand on visiting the German cemetery 
at Bitburg . 

Having visited Poland many times over the past 30 years, 
I have come to understand the feeling of the Polish 
people regarding the Germans. Although Poland was the 
first country invaded and devastated by Nazi Germany, 
I have found that the Polish people want reconciliation 
with modern Germany . They too believe it is time to 
get on with living. While the Poles, like all victims 
and opponents of the Nazis, cannot and wish not to forget 
what happened, they believe that the present generation 
should not carry the guilt of their fathers and grand­
fathers . 

I have spoken to many of my friends in the Polish 
American Community, and they are also in accord ~ .;i,J:;l.1_ you 
and your spirit of reconciliation . -

It takes a strong leader to lead, and y ou are that leader -
May God Bless You . 

Sincerely , 

wti/;. ~~ 
WALTER BARAN 

Room 515 North Office Building, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 
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,ortq aiarolimt ~.en.era! J\ss.emhl~ 

REP. RUTH M. EASTERLING 

58TH DISTRICT 

HOME ADDR ESS : 81 1 BROMLEY ROAD , APT. 1 

CHARLOTTE. N . C . 28207 

HOME N U MBER: 704-375-5934 

O FFICE N U MBER: 919-733-5786 

May 1, 1985 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

;Mouse of ~cprcscnhtfo.tcs 

~bk Jlicgislutiuc J@uilbi11g 

~ulcigq 27611 
COMMITTEES: 

CHILDREN & YOUTH, CHAIRMAN 

CULTURAL R ESOURCES, V ICE CHAIRMAN 

GOVERNMENTAL ETHICS, VICE CHAIRMAN 

APPROPRIATIONS BASE BUDG ET 

ON HUMAN RESOURCES 

APPROPRIATIONS EXPANSION BUDGET 

ON HUMAN RESOU RC ES 

ENERGY 
JUDICIARY I 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT II 
MANUFACTURERS AN D L A BOR 

Out of respect for the hundreds of thousands of American and allied 
servicemen and women who lost their lives in World War II in one of 
history's clearest demonstrations of the forces of good arrayed 
against evil; and 

Out of respect for the thousands of Americans who lost their lives 
in the Battle of the Bulge, and countless civilians who were massacred 
in combat and other actions undertaken by Nazi SS Storm Troopers in 
violation of the Geneva Convention; and 

Out of respect for the millions of Jews who were exterminated in 
the unfathomable annihilation of the Holocaust; and 

Because the wrong message may be sent to a neo-Nazi movement striving 
towards a resurgence in our own country if an inapp ro priate symbol 
is communicated from the vicinity of the gravesites of Nazi SS Storm 
Troopers; 

The undersigned do hereby respectfully urge you, as President of the 
United States and as representative of the citizens of this country, 

~

neither to visit the military cemetery at Bitburg, West Germany, 
nor to lay a wreath there or at any other military cemetery where 
Nazi SS Storm Troopers are buried. 

Re~}]ect;ully su~mitted, 

J,:;;zt_ /fr . /~ ~ -,-
Ruth M. Easterling 

Additional signatures on following pages 
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;Mouse of ~cprczcnhttiucz 
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~ulei_g~ 27611 
REP. RUTH M . EASTERLING 

58TH DISTRICT 

HOME ADDRESS : 81 1 BROMLEY ROAD. APT. 1 

CHARLOTTE. N . C . 28207 

HOME NUMBER: 704- 375-5934 

OFFIC E NUMBER: 919-733-5786 

The President 

~.~ ~orm~ 

J~P- Jo Graham Foster 

klW~ 
Rep. Ed Warren 

w~ ... a.~~ -
Rep. Walter B. Jones, Jr. 

(j)~Jt-~ 
Stamey 

2 

Rep. Daniel! f!!z#-
~nif<J J, M~k~ 
· ep. James F. Richardson 

~rn. ~ 
Rep. Donald M. Dawkins 

~1/.ul~ 
Rep. Betty H. Wiser 

COMMITTEES: 

CHILDREN & YOUTH . CHAIRMAN 

CULTURAL RESOURCES. VICE CHAIRMAN 

GOVERNMENTAL ETHICS. VICE CH A IRMAN 

APPROPR IATIONS BASE BUDGET 

ON HUMAN RESOURCES 

APPROPR IATIONS EXPANSION B U DGET 

ON HUMAN RESOURCES 

ENERGY 

JUDICIARY I 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT II 

MANUFACTURERS AND LABOR 

May 1, 1985 

~ " 
~ 
JJH 
Rep. David Redwine 

~~ 
Rep. Howard Barnhill 

(Rep. H. M. Michaux, Jr.) 
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June 13, 1985 

Dear Mayor Azzarella: 

On behalf of President Reagan, I wish to acknowledge receipt 
of the resolution adopted by Old Bridge Township Council 
regarding the President ' s decision to visit the military 
cemetery at Bitburg, _ West Germany. 

Your sending of .this statement is appr~ciated, and the views 
contained in· it hav e been communicated to the appropriate 
Administr~tion officials. I am taking the liberty of 
enclosing copies of - the President's speeches at Bi~burg Air 
Base and -the Bergen- Belsen Concentration C~mp that you may 
wish to have available for the record. 

With the President's best wishes to you and to the members 
of the Council, 

Sincerely, 

Anne Higgins 
Special Assistant to the President 

and Director of Correspondence 

The Honorable Russell J. Azzarella 
Mayor of Old Bridge 
One Old Bridge Plaza 
Old Bridge, NJ 08857 
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MAYOR 

Russell J. Azzarello 
(201) 721-5600 & 679-5034 

Township of Old Bridge 
MIDDLESEX COUNTY, N.J. 

ONE OLD BRIDGE PLAZA • OLD BRIDGE, N.J. 08857 

May 3, 1985 

The Honorable President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear President Reagan: 

On May 2, 1985, in formal session·, the Township Council of the 
Township of Old Bridge voted unaniII:_ously reques_:t~t.h.?.,1: you by_-:-_pass you_r __ 
visit to the Bitberg Cemetary in West Germany. 

Those of us elect.ed to serve whether /at the grass rsoots of the local 
level or the highes,t "position\ in the '~at ,ta'n such as yourself rea lize when 
the will of the people is to b e se~ved !_ :we should adife re, to their wishes. 
There are many times in our offic;i.al cap1 city we are mandat~ d by laws to 
take an unpopular stand, howev er,wh~n we h ave total dis c r eti on to make 
decisions, it would appear our fi r st il.oya lity 

1
is to those , we' 1serve. 

~ , t , \. $ 

" ! \ 
Mr. President, we in ,Old Bridge hav e the greatest res ,p:ect for you 

and your Office and can wJ 11 understah d t he t ~ emendous pre ssu res that 
burden y ou. Even on a local level we know how difficult : ~t is at times 
to support the wishes of our cons t ituent-s . .. 1• _ ,~-~ 

,. I I . i • / ,.__.' ,. ,., 
! , I - ! /I .l'i . ~,I 

Again Mr. Pr esident , i. we wish i you! no'-' d i sr'espec · kn o f_£'er to you 
in our official capacity , a n y .help ou~ small community ca ; _p rovide in 
your endeavors. All we a-s ~ ~;i.s that y ou acknowledge t;,he opi.t-'nion of the 

_'- . "' ,. / 'A , ',/ ma j or it y • f .,, , ,, • , , , 

/ 

.,. l ly~ o~ 
r • 

RJA:ar 
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Th:mk you v·""rv :-nuch for your tr..iud m~:::1sagc. I ar:1 
most ~r·•H,.ful fol' : our ger1errn.,s \ 1orcts . They m,eun 
ii sr~~.1t defl-1 t,"J ~,e , eqpcciany· ln viet>v of yon' own 
servic~ to our country ~ 

It !.,ecnns to r"'t: ""t: ~.ichieved ~ xnethh,g :uo•.,t uriucual 
forty :years a/o ~ Hnck throug-h hiatory, wHra were 
G tt1~.d in ~- h!h ,. ~y th~y pl·: t•.?.d the -Sf!Cdti f r 
the t ext 'lK'I.' . ·:'ho l-sh•,.~ds and riv lrlee 1·eraQiua<-1 . 
►:ot this tir~~ . rlcre it is fot.n· ctccu, f>'- late - •mri 
oul" er.~twhil enemi s are ou1· stRuncho.:;t frlcncts 
nnd allies . 

Si:' earel:: , 

RONALD '-fAGAl • ft 

MG Joseph ·t . Ar~bl'Old~. AUS , Rct. 
114. Howe Stt•,H~t 
Frn.1'1b{~hart, . : ,.iir,.schusetts Ol'l01 

RR / DE / AV H/efr 
Bitb urg 5(v ) 

BTBURG 

850614 
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MAJOR GENERAL . JOSEPH M. AMBROSE, AUS (RET) 
114 HOWE STREET 

FRAMINGHAM, MASSACHUSETTS 01701 

617 879-7428 

~ _,., 
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v MARVLA'ND 

Janice Ann Piccinini 
Pres ident 

Harvey Zorbaugh 
Executive Director 

STATE 
TEACHERS 
ASSOCIATION 

An NEA affil iate 

President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

344 North Charles Street 
Baltimore, Maryland 21201 
(301) 727-7676 

Maryland (Toll Free) 

800-492-9650 

April 25, 1985 

.jTJ03gc9 0 
TWX 
710-234-1 635 
MD ST TE A BAL 

As president of the Maryland State Teachers Association, and on behalf 
of our Board of Directors, I respectfully and urgently ask you ~o reconsider 
your decision to visit the Bitburg Military Canetery. · --·-·---- ··· --

We fully understand and support your desire to comnerrorate forty years 
of peace and cooperation with the Federal Republic of Germany, but there must 
surely be another way to accomplish that without a visit to the grave site of 
Nazi SS soldiers. In view of the outrage expressed over your planned visit to 
Bitburg within Congress, veterans and Jewish organizations and within the American 
public generally, such a visit would do rrore harm than good for German-American 
relations. 

As teachers, we are particularly concerned that your visit would obscure 
the rroral lesson to be drawn from the Holocaust. Rarely in history does one 
find evil so clearly defined. We can and should celebrate our reconciliation 
with the German people, but we cannot and must not reconcile ourselves to the 
horror of the Holocaust or even appear to make peace with its perpetrators. We 
understand that it was never your intention to condone the Holocaust or to 
honor the SS, but we ask you as teachers not to cloud an important rroral lesson 
that we attE!Ilpt to pass on to our students, and that is that genocide is an 
unmitigated evil that cannot be condoned under any circumstances, in the past, 
in the present or in the future. 

JAP:jb 

z;:;(l~~ 
l:.ce A. Piccinini 
Presidents 
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OFFICE OF THE 

PRESIDING SUPERVISOR 

TOWN OF HEMPSTEAD 

TOWN HALL, HEMPSTEAD, N . Y. 11550 

April 24, 1985 

THOMAS 5 . GULOTTA 

PRESIDING SUPERVISOR 

President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President, 

I am writing to formally protest your plans to visit Bitburg 
:\cemetery during your trip to Germany. I . 

While I can appreciate your stated intention of emphasizing 
the positive aspects of the American/German relationship, the 
vehicle by which you have chosen to demonstrate that intention 
is inappropriate and unacceptable. 

The atrocities committed by many of those whose bodies lay 
at the Bitburg Cemetery are well documented. These atrocities 
have properly come to stand as a symbol of what must never be 
permitted to occur again. 

I hasten to point out that opposition to your planned 
cemetery visit is not limited to Jewish Americans who justifiably 
share a sense of outrage. It is shared by many Americans regardless 
of race, color, creed, or religion, who properly feel that placing 
a wreath at Bitburg in honor of those whose job it was to kill our 
soldiers, results in a disservice to our veterans and veterans' 
f amilies, who sacrificed to preserve the freedom and liberties 
which we enjoy today. 

I recognize that plans for your trip were undoubtedly made 
by ill-advised staff members. As a member of your own party 
affiliation, I respectfully urge you to reject this ill 
conceived visit to Bitburg Cemetery. 

Surely there must be a better way to demonstrate the 
positive aspects of the relationship between the German and 
American people. It is not too late to restore our faith in 
your sensitivity to those whose families were victims of those 
horrible days. Morality and justice dictates that your cemetery 
visit be cancelled, and I urge you to do so. 

~ /I / C:...P~----'-"'-. _ _ _ 

THOMAS S. GULOTTA 

TSG:cd 
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Yale University 

President Ronald Reagan 
White House , 1500 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr . President : 

Howard M. Spiro, M. D . 
Castroenterology Unit 
Department ef Internal Medici11e 
School of Medicine 
333 Cedar Street 
P.O. Box 3333 
New Haven, Connecticut 065 10-8056 

April 24 , 1985 

Campus address: 
2076 LMP 

Telephone: 
203 785 -5494 

To go to a concentration camp in Germany and to a German 
milit ar y cemetery a re both rea sonable , but to pray a t a cemetery 
that holds members of Himmler's Waffen SS is to s ymbolize, by your 
enormous gr ace1 the rehabilitation of the SS . not a much needed 
reconcilia tion with Germany . Better, go t o

1 
the bur i a l place of 

Goethe, I beg y ou . 

Professor of Medicine 

HMS/cf 
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LAW O FFICES 

H . BRADLE Y -..JONES , INC . 

President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

May 1, 1985 

96 0 1 W I L S HIR E B O UL EVARD, SU I TE 744 

B EVERLY HILLS , CALIFORNIA 90210 

TELEPHONE ( 2 13) 273-3221 

When you left for Germany today, followed by shrill chants of so 
many of our unforgiving countrymen, Mary and I felt that you and 
Nancy should know that we admire, agree with and vigorously 
defend your courageous journey. 

The American Spirit has rarely been more clearly evoked than in 
your embattled gesture of reconciliation at Bitburg. Forty years 
is long enough for any national wound to fester. By healing it, 
you are showing the world a way to ameliorate antagonism - such 
as has poisoned the Middle East and Southeast Asia for more than 
a thousand years - that leads to war. 

Many of your friends, sometimes because of their anger over the 
Holocaust, occasionally by reason of some war experience, have 
difficulty in following your Presidential purpose in this matter. 
We do not. We are convinced that you are right, both now and in 
the light of history. I thought that you would like to know how 
we felt. 

Sincerely and gratefully yours, 

03 
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June 18, 1985 

Dear Ambassador Durbrow: 

Please accept my heartfelt thanks ·for your message 
of May 6. I appreciate more than I can say your 
kind and generous words. 

My purpose was never to suggest we forgive 
and forget, and I found that today's Germans do 
not suggest such a thing. They have preserved 
the camps with evidence of all the horror of the 
Holocaust, and they say along with us, "Never 
again." 

You were kind to wire as you did and your 
message means a great deal to me. 

Sincerely, 

The Honorable Elbridge Durbrow . 
3505 Porter Street 
Washington, D. C. 20016 

RR/DE/CAD/ AVH/efr BTBURG 
Bitburg 4 

5 61 
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itBR_lt>G-E ~DURBROW 
3505 PORH:.R ST 
WASHINGTON DC 20016 

1•0067155120 05/06/85 !CS IPMMTZZ CSP WSHA 
2029603635 . MGMS TPMT WASHINGTON DC 26 05•06 oq2sA EST 

PRESIDENT RUNALO REAGAN 
WHITE HOUSE DC 20500 

PLEASE SUPPURT YOUR STEADFAST DETERMI~ATION AND COURAGE IN MAKING 
YOUR FINE R~CONCILIATION VISIT TO BITBURG DESPITE THE LOUD ORGANIZED 
OPPOSITION OF A SMALL MINORITY OF CITIZENS 

AMBASSADOH ELBRIDGE DURBROW RETIRED 
3505 PORTt:R ST 
WASHINGTON DC 20016 

09 ;25 EST 

-~ MGMCOMP 

TO REPLY BY MAILGRAM MESSAGE, SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR•WESTERN UNION'S TOLL - FREE PHONE NUMBERS 
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Special Assistant to the 
President and Director 

of Correspondence 
Room 94, x7610 



VICTOR M . W E XLER 

ROSEANN WEXLER 

President Ronald w. Reagan 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, DC 20007 

Dear Mr. President: 

36 S T ONEWALL DRIVE 

LIV INGSTON . NEW J E RSEY 07039 

May 6, 1985 

It is with deep regret that I herein tender my 
resignation as a Vice Chairman of the President's Dinner to be 
held on May 16, 1985. As you may know, Mr. President, I have been 
a loyal supporter of yours for several years. 

Your visit to the Bitburg Cemetery has caused me a great 
deal of emotional pain and I have found it extremely difficult to 
try to understand the significance of the visit. It is this 
feeling that currently prevents me from fully enjoying and 
contributing to the festivities of the President's Dinner. I 
therefore feel that I have no choice but to resign as a Vice 
Chairman. 

Mr. President, please do not misinterpret my action, I 
understand your decision and I ask that you also understand mine. 

Respectfully yours, 

Vi/&.l:l/7 
4705M/122M 



VICTOR M. WEXLE;R 

ROSEANN WEXLER 

President Ronald w. Reagan 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, DC 20007 

Dear Mr. President: 

36 STONEWALL DRIVE 

LIVINGSTON, NEW JERSEY 07039 

April 15, 1985 

As a Republican Eagle, I am a very active and strong supporter 
of your administration and policies and will continue to lend my 
support for the good of your administration and the good of this 
country. In light of my allegiance, please take the following comments 
in the manner for which they are intended, that is, the well-being of 
the country, the Republican Party and your administration. 

I am particularly troubled by the tentative scheduling of a 
visit and payment of homage by you to the German soldiers who perished 
in World War II. Mr. President, as you know, world War II and "The 
Holocaust" is a deep emotional issue for your Jewish supporters. 
Although your visitation would in no way indicate your condonation of 
the actions of world War II, it is important that you realize that on a 
highly emotional issue, such as this, one's perception can play a much 
stronger role than reality and I think you run the risk of falling into 
this trap in this situation. 

Mr. President, I know that you are deeply committed to civil 
liberties and I know that no one could ever equate this action as 
support or condonation of the German actions in World War II. However, 
as an individual who lost the majority of his immediate family to the 
Nazi atrocities in world War II, I can identify with many of your 
supporters who feel that your visit would in some way legitimize their 
actions. 

Additionally, I am in close contact with many ex-servicemen 
and veterans' committees and I know that the possibility of this visit 
also offends them deeply as it would the many Americans who were 
touched by the perils of world war II. 

As a Vice Chairman of the President's Dinner to be held on May 
16, 1985, I hope you understand that my support of and allegiance to 
your administration is unquestioned. I am only writing to you in the 
hopes of averting an issue which could cause some misconceptions in the 
future. 

Very truly yours, 

Victor M. 

4665M/122M 
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/ 3 03<17<l 
Byelo.russian American Republican Federation 

The Honorable 
Ronald W. Reagan 

P.O. BOX 317, Hereford, Maryland 21111 

President Of The United States 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

May 6, 1985 

We, the members of The Byelorussian American Republican Federation, wish to send you our warmest 
congratulations on y~ur firm decision to go to B.itburg Cemetery.Jt must have been painful for you and 
Nancy to undertake this journey in light of the venom that was unleashed by the press and the special 
interest groups. 

We hoped and prayed that you would not waver under such overwhelming pressure. Once again you have 
demonstrated to us that you are a man of vision and determination. Once again you have shown us 
that with you Americas' interests come first. God bless you for that. 

We, Byelorussian Americans, many of whom came out of the Nazi slave labor camps and factories know 
very well what it was like for the Slavic people to live and die under the Nazi rule. Millions of Slavs died. 
Every fourth Byelorussian perished. Many were herded like cattle to Germany to slave for the master 
race. They were branded as "OST" on a white patch with blue letters. 

At the end of the war these people chose to stay in the West as refugees never again to see their beloved 
homelands. They did not want to live under a new tyrant - The Russian Communism. The Russian 
Communists and their collaborators are now the masters in their land. Thousands were forced to go 
behind the Russian lines to certain death . However thousands survived. Some had to lie to escape the 
dragnet. Now many of these individuals are hounded by our Justice Department OSI division. Many are 
accused of crimes they did not commit.In most of the cases the accusers are the KGB who delight 
in persecuting those who dared to stand up against them before, during, and after World War Two. The 
Soviets find many collaborators in the United States who eagerly do their bidding. 

Often the charges are leveled agains Byelorussians whose only crime is of being anti-communists. The 
communists can't forgive them for standing up against communism even under extremely harsh 
conditions of Nazi occupation. The Soviets and their collaborators know well that most of these 
people are innocent of crimes that the communists accuse them of. Not being able to catch them 
the Soviets try to discredit and ruin them economically. Our Justice Department has been tricked 
into doing the dirty work of the KGB using the taxpayers money. Why are we using the taxpayers 
money to hound many innocent people while we cut our defenses Why are we denying these accused 
the full protection of the Judicial System that we Americans assume that every citizen has Why Soviet 
fabricated evidence is used to prosecute these people without giving them even achance of examining 
the witnesses and of being judged by a jury ? 

Mr. President, we admire your stand against communism. Please don't abandon the Nicaraguan 
and Afghan freedom fighters. Far too often the West has abandoned the anti-communist fighters. 
America needs you more then ever. Don't let her down and the people who stood by you, believed 
in you, and followed you in good and bad times. 

God Bless You and your family. 

Chairman 
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June 11, 1985 

Dear Mayor Goodland: 

Thank you very much for your kind message and 
generous words. I am truly grateful and particu­
larly so for your approval of my recent visit to 
West Germany. I felt from the start that I was 
doing the morally · right thing, and feel that even 
more so now that the trip is over. Your message · 
strengthens my conviction. 

Sincerely, 

The Honorable F. Paul Goodland 
Mayor of Ames 
Ames, Iowa 50010 

RR/DE/CAD/ AVH/efr/ 
Bitburg 6 

cc: Ron Alvarado 

fi 
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AMES 

l 1111' CITY OF AMES, IOWA 50010 

515/232-6210 

ALL-AMERICA CITY 
1982-1983 

tr 

F. PAUL GOODLAND 

l l 

President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear President Reagan: 

May 6, 1985 

I have both admiration and respect for your recent determination to hold to your 
trip. Reconciliation is shown in many ways, sometimes mysteri ous, sometimes 
misunderstood. You have attempted such an act. 

/nd 

' 

F. Paul G .odland 
Mayor, City of Ames 
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SENATOR 

DAVID H. SHOLES 

Deputy Majority Whip 
32 Mauran Street 

Cra nston, Rhode Island 02910 

Room 21 State House 

Prov idence, Rhode Island 02903 

J~ 

f ~ President Ronald Reagan 
White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear President Reagan: 

May 2, 1985 

Secretary 

Comm ittee on Judiciary 

Committee on Health , 

Education and Welfare 

rour visit to the Bitburg Cemetery, where there are 49 SS 
Troopers buried, is a dis~ervice to all those who fought 
and those who died in World War II. That War was a classic 
battle of good and evil. The SS were the force of evil. 
Their crimes should never be forgiven or forgotten. 

lI urge you not to honor those individuals but to honor 
the victims of their crimes. As a leader of the Western 
World, you have a duty to speak out for liberty and free-
dom and to honor those who had died in the defense of these 
ideals. 

Please reconsider your decision. 

Se 
Deputy Majority Whip 

DHS/smd 

~ ·· 




