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The Chairman 
Citizens Rights Association 
"Appassionato" 
Martin Luther Str.19 
1000 Berlin 30 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

10 July, 1985 

Thank you for your letter of April 29 to President Reagan, 
concerning the economic summit and his visit to Bitburg. 

We appreciate very much your concerns about the necessity 
to preserve and enlarge the area of economic activity so that 
the economic needs of mankind are served in the best way 
possible. Allowing the marketplace the greatest possible 
leeway in which to operate also contributes to the atmosphere 
in which freedom and human dignity have the best possibilities 
to flourish. As you know, since its beginning, the United 
States has had as a major goal the protection of individual 
liberties. 

The President's visit to Bitburg was intended to emphasize 
the themes of peace and reconciliation. We believe it was 
successful: the visit helped to strengthen the ties between 
Germany and the United States in a positive manner from which 
all humanity can draw hope. 

Thank you for sending your thoughts to the President. 

Sinc\;ly, 

John c\SKinblum 
Director, Office of 
Central European Affairs 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
DIVISION OF LANGUAGE SERVICES 

Citizens Rights Association 
"Appassionato" 
Martin Luther Str. 19 
1000 Berlin 30 
Tel. 2 11 20 38 

U.S. Mission 
Clayallee 170 
1000 Berlin 33 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

(TRANSLATION) 

LSNO. 116292 
BL 
German 

April 30, 1985 

The Citizens Rights Association "Appassionato" would like to 

request transmission of this letter to the U.S. President. 

The Chairman 

signature 



Citizens Rights Association 
"Appassionato" 
Martin Luther Str.19 
1000 Berlin 30 
Tel. 2 11 20 38 

Dear Mr. President: 

-2-

April 29, 1985 

The Citizens Rights Association "Appassionato" was recently 

founded as an instrument in the service of humanity. In what was 

called our "May Appeal", the association declared that mankind 

has reached a critical stage at which it may achieve a new level 

of consciousness or, failing that, may slip into the abyss and 

perish. 

We will take a stand at the abyss and passionately (appassionato) 

fight to save mankind from a last and fatal step in the wrong di

rection. 

Peace, friendship, and especially humaneness; these are the 

new goals. 

You, Mr. President, wanted to bring understanding to friends 

and found to your distress how difficult it obviously is today to 

reach out to others, to hold mankind back from false steps towards 

the abyss when other interests are pushing it. 

It is not really a matter of_ the dead, . but of animosity, spite, 

and extorsion attempts. There is method in this madness, for what 

they really mean concerns their own self-interest and economic 

power. For this they do not hesitate to disturb the dead and black

mail friends. 

Many in your country would do well to remember Vietnam, Hiroshima 
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and Nagasaki, the suppression of the American Indians, the enslave

ment of the blacks, and the assassinations of John F. Kennedy and 

Martin Luther King. 

Those who act the way a number of highly-placed representa

tives of your nation are now doing has truly not learned anything 

and are clearly concerned only with the President pursuing a hard 

line at the economic summit. If you are well-to-do and living in 

the lap of luxury, it is easy to talk of freedom and human dignity. 

You, Mr. President, are on the right track. Don't let a hopeless

ly stubborn economic mafia hobble you at the economic summit. What 

is important is not the consolidation of the system and the avoidance 

of unpleasant consequences for a few of the powerful. 

Seize the chance that fate has offered you in this field, too. 

In addition to being a president who stands for humane impulses, you 

must also become a president who stands for the liberalization of the 

economy. American economic interests are not the only ones in the world. 

Your visit to Bitburg, Mr. President, should strengthen the 

friendship between all men. It should lead to greater humanity. 

We appeal to all men of good will: Go to Biburg! Embark on a 

campaign for humanity. 

Bitburg must be allowed to become a symbol for a new intellectual 

climate in which hate, extorsion, and group egotisms can no longer 

thrive. 

Dear Mr. President, we hope you will be a Bitburger in this 

spirit. 

For the Citizens Rights Association 
"Appassionato" 
The Chairman 



US Mission 

Clayallee 170 

1000 Berlin 33 

Sehr geehrte Darnen und Herren, 

3806 

Berlin, den 30.04.1985 

der bUrger-recht-verein "appassionato" Uberreicht hiermit ein Schreiben an den 

amerikanischen Prasidenten, mit der Bitte um Weiterleitung. 

fUr den bUrger-recht-verein "appassionato" 



bOrci er-recht-verein 
»appassionato« 

Martin-Luther-Str. 19 · 1000 Be~lin 30 
Telefon 2 11 20 38 

An den 

amerikanischen Prasidenten 

Sehr geehrter Herr Prasident, 

• 

Berlin, den 29.04.1985 

der burger-recht-verein "appassionto" stellte sich kurzlich als Neugrundung im 

Dienste der Menschlichkeit vor. In einer sogenannten Maiparole verbreitete der 

Verein, daB sich die Menschheit im Aufbruch befindet, daB sie auf dem Weg sein 

konnte, eine neue BewuBtseinsstufe zu erklimmen oder, wenn das nicht gelingt, 

in den Abgrund zu sturzen, zu enden im Nichts. 

Wir stellen uns vor den Abgrund und wollen mit Leidenschaft (appassionato ) 

kampfen und die Menschheit vor einem letzten Fehltritt zu bewahren. 

Friede, Freundschaft, vor allem Menschlichkeit. Das sind die neuen Ziele. 

Sie, Herr Prasident, wollten Freunden Menschlichkeit bringen und muBten 

traurigen Herzens erkennen wie schwer es heute offensichtlich ist, einem 

anderen die Hand zu reichen, die Menschheit vor falschen Schritten in Richtung 

Abgrund zu bewahren, wenn andere Interessen dagegen stehen. 

An feindungen, Gehassigkei ten, Erpressungsversuche, nicht die Toten sind es. 

Methode steckt dahinter, denn was sie in Wirklichkeit meinen sind ihre eigenen 

Egoismen und wirtschaftliche Macht. Dabei schrecken sie vor den Toten und vor 

Erpressung von Freunden nicht zuruck. 

Viele in Ihrem Lande taten gut daran, sich an Vietnam, Hiroshima und Nagasaki 

zu erinnern, an die Unterdruckung der Indianer, Versklavung der Schwarzen und 

die Ermoderung von John F. Kennedy und Martin Luther King. 

I 2. 
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Wer so vorgeht wie ein Teil hoher Reprasentanten Ihres Volkes, der hat 

wahrlich nichts gelernt und dem kommt es offensichtlich nur darauf an, da0 der 

Prasident wenigstens Harte im Wirtschaftsgipfel zeigt. Mit vollem Magen, 

gebettet in Wohlstand, spricht es sich leicht van Freiheit und Menschenwurde. 

Sie, Herr Prasident, sind auf dem richtigen Wege. Lassen Sie sich auch fur den 

Wirtschaftsgipfel van einer unbelehrbaren Wirtschaftsmafia keine Bremskli::itze 

var le gen. Es geht nicht nur um F estschreibung des Systems und Vermeidung 

lastiger Folgen fur nur einige Machtige. 

Ergrei fen Sie auch hier die Chance. Werden Sie neben einem Prasidenten der 

Menschlichkeit ein Prasident der Liberalisierung der Wirtschaft. Es gibt nicht 

nur amerikanische Wirtschaftsinteressen in der Welt. 

1hr Besuch in Bitburg, Herr Prasident, soll die Freundschaft aller Menschen 

starken. Er soll zu mehr Menschlichkeit fuhren. 

Wir rufen alle Menschen auf, die guten Willens sind: Geht nach Bitburg! Begebt 

euch auf den Feldzug der Menschlichkeit. 

Bitburg mu0 zu einem Zeichen, zu einem neuen geistigen Klima werden, in dem 

Ha0, Erpressung und Gruppenegoismen nicht mehr gedeihen konnen. 

Herr Prasident, seien Sie in diesem Sinne ein Bitburger. 

fur 

Der 

de# cht-verein 

Prasident 

"appassionato" 
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June 11, 1985 

Dear Senator Miles: 

Thank you very much for your kind message and 
generous words. I am truly grateful and particu
larly so for your approval of my recent visit to 
West Germany. I felt from the start that I was 
doing the morally right thing, · and feel that even 
more so now that the trip is over. Your message 
strengthens my conviction. 

Sincerely, 

The Honorable James G. Miles 
Eighteenth Guam Legislature 
Post Office Box CB-1 
Agana, Guam 96910 

RR/DE/ CAD/ AVH/efr 
Bitburg 6 

cc: Ceci Cole-Mcinturff 
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President Ronald W. Reagan 
President of the United States 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania A venue 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear President Reagan: 

May 3, 1985 

Although the chances of you personally receiving this letter are slim, I am sending it 
nonetheless. 

I just wanted you to know that I support your visit to the WWIJ cemetery in Germany where 
German sc.ldiers are buried. As a retired military man myself, I know that soldiers of all 
nations have certain righteous qualities that are common to the military profession; such 
as love of country, to answer the call to arms in defense of what they believe in, to do 
their duty and be prepared to give their lives if necessary. It is my understanding that 
the typical German soldier of WWI1 wasn't really that different from American scldiers 
and those of our allies. With the exception of Hitler's death squads and factions within 
the SS, the Japanese soldiers were probably much more brutal and sadistic than the 
majority of German soldiers. 

American prisoners of war in Germany generally received humane treatment from their 
captors. Of ccurse, there were exceptions even on our side in the treatment of prisoners. 

Field Marshal Irwin Rommel, for example, insisted that prisoners of war be afforded 
humane treatment, food, clothing, sr.elter and medical attention. 

West Germany is one of our most important allies. Your presence in a brief ceremony to 
pay respect tc their war dead was, in my opinion, appropriate. It wasn't condoning the 
atrocities that took place in the concentration camps or paying tribute to Hitler. It merely 
recognized the price paid by all soldiers who died in defense of what they believed in. A 
simple and fitting tribute to our West German allies. 

General Patton had great respect for the German military, excluding of course those 
factions involved in the death camps and other atrocities. Patton wanted to accept the 
cc,nditional surrender of conventional German Milita ry Units and then use them to oust 
the Soviets from German scil. If we had done that, I'm convinced that the situation in 
Europe would be much more stable, militarily than what it is today. 

The media, in my opinion, have been thirsting to find a "chink" in your armor and they 
have latched onto the German War Cemetery visit and made it a sensationalized contro
versy. I don't have to re mind you of just hc,w notorious they are at distorting the truth 

Phone : 472-3_~20 / 427 

I . . . .. .. 



President Reagan 
May 3, 1985 

twisting the facts and inflaming the appropriate segments of our society to suit their 
needs. 

Please keep up the good work and God Bless. 

Sincerely yours, 
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STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS 

Department of Community Affairs 
OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 
150 Washington Street 
Providence, R.I. 02903 

The President 
The White House 
Wash:ington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

April Z7, 1985 

Political leaders sanetimes find that their intentions 
and the public perception of those intentions differ. 

I 
In the case of the Bitburg cemetery visit, I do not 

question your :intentions. But s:ince your visit there seems 
to say we want to forget the atrocities designed by the Nazis, 
·when :in fact renanbering them as atrocities is the best guarantee 
we can have that we will not let this happen again , you should 
not appear to have written the Holacaust off as lm.pleasant 
history. 

Yes, we want to establish strong ties with C-ennany. But 
Gennany cannot expect us to in any vmy honor SS criminals . 

/ Please cancel your Bitburg visit. 

Sincerely yours , 

~~ 
Director 
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ATLANTA , GEORGIA 

fl ROBERTO C . GOIZUETA 
CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD 

AND 

CH IEF EXE C UTI V E OFFICER 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

May 8, 1985 

20500 

Dear Mr. President : 

ADDRESS REPLY TO 

P. 0. DRAWER 1734 

ATLANTA, GA. 30301 

404 676 -2121 

I simply want to express my high regard 
for your handling of the events of this past 
Sunday. Mrs . Reagan and you conveyed a 
dignity and compassion which touched me deeply 
-- transforming what I know was a difficult 
situation into a proud moment for our Nation. 

With warm regards to y ou and to Mrs. 
Reagan. 

Sincerely, 

RCG:hk 
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May 20 , 1985 

Dear Sen tor Eiden : 

Thi.a .is to «cknrn,.•l•.;idge your May 1 h1ttt::1r forwarding 1ik<; 
S~;h,1cidrtt· • s co.rreBpondcr,.c.:2 ~e ga.rding thi2 Pr~isi~c:r:1t ' E:~ St&ta 
V:i.si t to thr~ Fr!d,s:r,:d Rt~publ.:tc of G(lr.tn.~n:t . v?,~. tull y u 1dF, r!?lb:ind 
th~ d~pth c[ your con2titu0nL ' s roncerns and nAsu.~ you 
the,, Pre~idr~nt ' i fn,i::li 1gs about the er imQ$ a.ga.in.st. hurn,-.m:i ty 
p 0 rp•:;.:tr~\tl1d by the Jazi reg1m€: ,;tr<':: no 1~~Si:3 de~pl,:/ f nl t . 
Pr!?.:·id;;!nt Reag,ftr. h<1s ,\ttt:~nrptcd to mEo.k::- -.:lb~;clut:ely cJ 1.::•"l..r dur.ing 
hi g virit Uk n?vulsio!t all ii.rneri::-.:in!'J :;.t~e·l for th€! horrori:, 
t:1hich Wto:X'<": commi t.t.ed in th~ nr-~c ':Ji the Germdr1 st.at~ ami our 
detf!rminati.cin not t<:, :f o,rget them . lL} you know , his j ti.neirtnty 
incl u dt,d .::-1. cer(11r.1-d1y ilt Ber-gt•n-D·:d.~~-:n c,::,;r,c.--.;ntr~ t::ion. ca!llp i.n 
order t:O p;~; __ homa.q-, to ;:dl th0:;a who per:i.sh(::d at the l'1.s:.u~dt:: of 
th~ n.1 ... .is . A.£~ h!: c~ id on th~. t1.nni.•1,11rsary c,f th0 libr,r.otion {~Y. 

th1:1t ctnnp Apr Jl ~-1, tht~r-.1 ,::.:;~ and nhou ld be ,,c, ahf:,11 uth,n . 

pr .... s idcnt Reagi.1.11 is t!er4'.:air: y,Jur. (:-')nsi:i tu•':.1t dgr"~:3 that, :1.s 
p r:.. r ,. 1.> ~ ,)Ur .::f:i"ort!'> t(, leArn r.r '>rtt th-::: e>',P~l"iP.1.:r1c.e£ of th:.i-.:~ dcr:k 
Grn , w0 mu~t no~ rej~ct opportu~iticB f~r roconcilia~ior1 . The 
Pr~sid0n~ was JRked by Chancellor Kuhl to pay a visit to a 
Gi?:rmar milit,:n-y Gf~mete.ry in Bith1n·g1- .:1nd hf~ hr:e hcmorHd that. 
n.,quor:t . 

For .four d~Cilde9., '~he Fcder.31 Rrlpub U .f..~ cf G~:.r-m&,y has f a(~ed up 
to the guilt :~nd reBpou~ibil t ti2s ~ f i r.~ No\Z i pa'~t ,~.1d ha"', in 
(..'o\lnt l ,.=H:~~ wet ye;, di:.'wun;;,.t~a tcd co,1cr.::,1:P.ly its r::ommi tm.ent t.c.J. 
df::t:;ocrntic id<---:;1.l·· i.:\nd human right:f; f ii;clud.i.n9 st?..nding ehouldu:
to shoulder with us in ~ha Allianc~ in de£en$c or freedom . 
With particular regard to th0 you~g~r gcn0ration i n Germa~;, 
it :i.a .import.ant t.t:i d-~tmon.:1tr;:1 t.t' th, t, whii~ Wft cont.tnu~ to hold 
th,:: , ... tti n r.,;,J ,<:Jponf!ible !or It.:. past.. \1ift? de, not ccnsid,yc them 
t.D l.x~r, r individual 1~t-:(~pon.sibili ty for t.hr.; er iuvts of Na 7. ism. 

L~t m~ make clcFr th~t the President doc5 not consider his 
app~ar~nc~ at DitbuYg to rapresent an act of forgi,~neus tor 
t hosi, er im~"S, but. rathf:'.r one cf acl<i'W\ilt:dqmei1t cf the d1;.;mocr ;• tic 
g~:>ci~ty tl-H~ C,,:nn~n pLQf)lf! hP.v~, built . H!' · considf:rc:; thir.:; to h~~ 



o posi t:.iv¾: g.J~tu r,.., whici1 in rm ·•,JUJ\f tl(,?t.r;1cts f r-:,rr. hir; r·u l l and 
h •;artfc.l t com.mi t!f;c,n t to n~n-.cnbt:~.r ~tid her.or the vi.ct.~ ms of th~ 
HoloCilU~t and th·~ Amerii::,in ~Q1diers wh<.• gave thr.1.ir 1 iv~:; to 
def.n-at t.he Na;!i regim2 -1.,i.:i it'i crii{105 ., 

P. B. Ogl~ s by, Jr . 
Asf:ist.e. .1 t to tlw Pr.::·;;;idtJ:nt 

MBO:STATE:NSC:KRJ:hlb 



JOSEPH R. BIOEN, JR, 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 2.0510 

May 1, 1985 

Enclosed is a letter from a young constituent of mine, 
Mr. Mike Schneider of Wilmington, Delaware. Mike is eight 
years old, and asked me to forward his letter to you. 

Mike is concerned about your visit to the cemetery at 
Bitburg, and would like to have your comments. 

Joseph R. Biden, Jr. 
United States Senator 
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BILL LOW E RY 

CALIFO R NIA 

CONGRESS OF THE UN ITED STATES 

WASHINGTON , D . C . 20515 

May 10, 1985 

Dear B: 

I would like to take this opportunity to 
correct the record regarding my position 
on the President's visit to Bitburg. 

The Gary Ackerman letter to the President, 
deploring the visit, incorrectly included 
my name. Immediately after the error was 
discovered, one of the members of my staff 
contacted your office by telephone to have 
my name removed. 

I apologize for any misunderstanding this 
might have caused, and I look forward to 
working with you in the future. 

ILL LOW 
Member of Congress 

Mr. B Oglesby 
Assist. to the President 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

BL:rb 



ID# 304111 
THE WHITE HOUSE //4 ~:J .,c;/ CORRESPONDENCE TRACKING WORKSHEET 

UTCOMING MAY 141985 
DATE RECEIVED: J.IIIAY 13, 1985 

NAME OF CORRESPONDENT: TFE HONORABLE LOU PILTZ 

SUBJE.CT: URGES RECONSIDERATION OF VISIT TO THE 
BITBURG CEMETERY 

ROUTE TO: 
OFFICE/AGENCY ( STAFF NAME) 

j RONALD ALVARADO 
~ ~ ' I REFERRAL U)V\Aq1 

NOTE: 

REFERRAL NOTF: 

REFERRAL NOTE: 

REFERRAL NOTE: 

REFERRAL NOTE: 

COMMENTS: 

ACTION DISPOSITimJ 

ACT DATE TYPE 
CODE YY/MM/DD RESP 

C COMPLETED 
D YY/MM/DD 

OPG 85/05/13 
---- ----· __ ~ BS; tJ5; lq 

_/_/_ - _/_/_ 

_/_/_ --- - _/_/_ 

_/_/_ - _/_/_ 

ADDITIONAL CORRESPONDENTS: MFDIA:L INDIVIDUAL CODES: 2500 

IA J.IIIAIL USER CODES : (A) ( B) (C) ------ ------ ------

********************************************************************* 
*ACTION CODES: 

* 
*DISPOSITION CODES: 

* 
*A-APPROPRIATE ACTION *A-ANSWERED 
*C-COMME't--1T/RECOM *B-NON-SPEC-REFERRAL 
*D-DRAFT RESPONSE *C-COMPLETED 
*F-FURNISH FACT SHEET *S-SUSPENDED 
*I-INFO COPY/NO ACT NEC* 
*R-DIRECT REPLY W/COPY * 
*S-FOR-SIGNATURE * 
*X-INTEPIM REPLY * 

*OUTGOING * 
* CORRESPONDFNCE: * 
*TYPE RESP=INITIALS * 
* OF SIGNER * 
* CODE= A * 
*COMPLETED= DATE OF * 
* OUTGOING* 
* 
* 
* 

* 
* 
* 

********************************************************************* 

REFER QUESTIONS AND ROUTING UPDATES TO CENTRAL REFERENCE 
(ROOM 79,OEOB) EXT. 2590 
KEEP THIS WORKSHEET ATTACHED TO THE ORIGINAL INCOMING 
LETTER AT ALL TIMES AND SEND COMPLETED RECORD TO RECOPDS 
MANAGEJ.IIIF NT. 



April 30, 1985 

The Honorable Ronald Reagan 
President of the United States 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Mr. President: 

It is my hope, and that of many others, that you reconsider your 
proposed visit to the Bitburg Cemetery during your trip to West Germany. 

How can you, or your advisors, equate the 11 murder 11 of eleven million 
persons with 11 honor and dignity 11 ? These lives were lost, not on the 
battlefields, but were lost due to monstrous inhumanity to man. Should 
we forgive and forget? We must never forget, but your reminder, today, 
provides division amongst us and makes forgiveness much more difficult. 

Mr. President, you have changed your mind, with respect to a visit to a 
death camp, why can you not change your mind concerning the cemetery? 
There are other means for accomp l i shng your intended purposes, and yet 
add another opportunity for respect and stature for yourself and your 
office. 

Listen, Mr. President, listen to the voices of those past and of the 
present for what they consider to be ethical or justice; and if that is 
not sufficient, ask yourself what will be the immediate effects or the 
lasting effects on the Republican Party? 

With best wishes for your health and wiser advice. 

Sincerely, 

/ 
// 

/Lou Piltz 
Mayor 

LP:sm 

13700 LA MIRADA BOULEVARD. LA MIRADA. CALIFORNIA 90638 (213) 943-0131 
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June 21, 1985 

Dear Mr. Purcell: 

President Reagan has asked me to acknowledge your message 
and your deep concern. I can assure you that the President 
understands the sense of personal pain you expressed as a 
combat veteran regarding the President's decision to visit 
the German cemetery at Bitburg. I regret the delay in this 
response. 

As I am sure you know, the President spoke at Bitburg Air 
Base on May 5 of his regret that his visit had reopened old 
wounds in what should be a time of healing. The President 
made clear, however, that the reconciliation which he sought 
in no way diminishes our love and honor for those who fought 
and died for our country. Nor does it mean forgetting or 
forgiving either the terrible crime of the Holocaust or the 
evil deeds of the SS whose crimes, the President said, "must 
rank among the most heinous in human history." 

Because of your concern, I am sending you the enclosed full 
transcripts of the President's remarks at the Bergen-Belsen 
Concentration Camp and at Bitburg Air Base. 

With the President's best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

Anne Higgins 
Special Assistant to the President 

and Director of Correspondence 

Mr. Francis T. Purcell 
County Executive 
One West Street 
Mineola, NY 11501 

/nclosures 
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OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE 
NASSAU COUNTY EXECUTIVE BUILDING 

ONE WEST STREET 

MINEOLA. N . Y. 11501 

Honorable Ronald Reagan 
The President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20515 

Dear Mr. President: 

April 23, 1985 

I fully share your wish to formalize the reconciliation 
between Germany and the United States by taking part in an 
appropriate ceremony 40 years after the end of World War II. The 
antagonisms are now long behind us, democracy is firmly established 
in Germany, and Germany and the West have enjoyed four decades of 
peace and friendship. I am sure that is what you had in mind when 
your staff scheduled a visit to Bitburg cemetery. Your intentions 
and Chancellor Kohl's were the best. 

But Bitburg is more than just a military cemetery. Because 
it contains the graves of members of the Waffen-SS, it has come to 
symbolize the Nazi barbarities that were committed four decades ago 
in the name of the German people. As a U. S . Army captain, I was 
sent to Buchenwald concentration camp a few days after its 
liberation. The horrors that I saw there are seared forever into my 
mind. The SS were the hunters who scoured Europe for victims to 
feed into the concentration camps. They were the butchers who 
planned and executed the genocide that occurred in the camps. 

The SS were not simply draftees . They were eager 
volunteers, the elite of Nazi Germany's New Order, solemnly sworn to 
uphold Hitler and all he stood for. To honor them, even indirectly 
by their presence in the same cemetery with German Army dead, is a 
blasphemy on the memory of the millions who were consumed in the 
Holocaust. 

I urge you to change your plans to visit Bitburg and to 
~/ find some other, more appropriate, less offensive, action to 
/~ symbolize the reconciliation of the former enemies of World War II. 

Bitburg does not symbolize reconciliation. It symbolizes 
inhumanity, and it will re-open rather than heal old wou 

ftp:jg:ks 
.,, 

Francis T. Purcell 
County Executive 
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PRESIDENTOFTHE BOROUGH OF BROOKLYN 

HOWARD GOLDEN 
PRESIDENT 

President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear President Reagan: 

CITY OF NEW YORK 

May 3, 1985 

I am writing to you to express how shock~d and dismayed 

/
I was when you announced your stopover at the Bitburg military 
cemetery. It seemed unbelievable that you would proceed with 
this ill-advised and insensitive way of smybolizing the 
friendship of the American and West German peoples . 

As President of the Borough of Brooklyn, which is home 
to more survivors of the Holocaust than any other locale outside 
of Israel, I have talked to many of my constituents on this 
matter. The Jewish people feel .mortally wounded by your action, 
other constituents are taken aback. I cannot believe that there 
was no change in your plans and that you did not reverse an 
obvious mistake and error of judgement. 

While you were in Europe, I have gone throughout 
Brooklyn. The anger and anguish has not abated. Your. visit to 
Bitburg continues to cause great sorrow among the people of 
Brooklyn. I do not know, frankly, how these wounds can ever be 
repaired. 

BOROUGH HALL, 209 JORALEMON STREET, BROOKLYN, N.Y. 11201 /212 643-2051 
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p COALITION FOR RELIGIOUS FREEDOM 

Dr. Greg Dixon. President 
Dr. Donald N. Sills, Executive Director 
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325 PENNSYLVANIA AVE. SE 

(202) 544-5160 
H WASHINGTON, D .C. 20003 

(800) 852-2528 

May 9, 1985 

President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington--; -D :-C.- 2 0-5 0 0 

Dear Mr. President: 

Today I bring you and your administration 
two points of mutual interest. 

(1) In a recent telegram from our office 
Dr. Greg Dixon objected in the name of the 
Coalition for Religious Freedom to your deci
sion to visit the graves in Bitsburg, Germany. 
As of todai I assue you our organization stands 
behind your decision and action in this matter. 
I am grateful for your role as a reconciler of 
nations in this most vital area. 

(2) Dr. Dixon has resigned as president 
of the Coalition and I have accepted this posi
tion as of May 8, 1985. 

Mr. President, I may not always agree with 
you or your decisions but I assure you the 
Coalition for Religious Freedom will stand 
behind and support your leadership. As fellow 
Americans we must stand together to guarantee 
that tomorrow our children and grandchildren 
will have a place of freedom from which their 
aspirations and dreams may become a reality. 

Our prayers are with you. 

DNS/tkl 

Re;~ 
Dr. Donald N. Sills 
President 

':Americans of All Faiths Defending the Free Exercise of Religion" 
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June 11, 1985 

Dear Mayor Hill: 

Thank you very much for your kind message and 
generous words. I am truly grateful and particu
larly so for your approval of my recent visit to 
West Germany. I felt from the start that I was 
doing the morally right thing, and feel that even 
more so now that the trip is over. Your message 
strengthens my conviction. 

Sincerely, 

The Honorable Stephen D. Hill 
Mayor of Lordsburg 
Lordsburg, New Mexico 88045 

RR/DE/CAD/ AVH/efr 
Bitburg 6 / 

cc: Ron Alvarado 



---..... STEPHEN D . HILL COUNCILORS : 

M AYOR PAUL BRAVO 
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JJ,l.f'/,/ 
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GEORGE D . CRAIG 
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CHRIST0BALG . MUSQUIZ 

MANUEL C . RAMIREZ 

LINDA L. SCHU L Z 
J. ') f .. jl,h,; .. 
.J •" i/ /~\.< · 

/ ~~ it t 

206 SO. MAIN PHONE 542-3421 

LORDSBURG, NEW MEXICO 88045 ARTHUR CLARK SMITH , PRO-TEM ui 0 "/'\ ft 
========FOR LIVING===========FINE CLIMATE========FOR BUSINESS======= 

President Ronald Reagan 
White House 
Washington , D. C. 

IVIay 6 , 1985 

I support your action in visiting the cemetery at Bitburg. 
Those opposed to your visit either do not understand the 
purpose of the visit or choose to misunderstand. 

The press again has taken the opportunity for an unwarranted 
a ttack. I commend you for your message delivered follo wing 

the cemetery visit. You overshadowed the efforts of the 
press to misconstrue the intent of your visit. 

So often the right actions are the most difficult. Thank 

you for the courageous example you set. 

Si~~errJ-y , .I-on 
-~62-/~ 

Stephen D. Hill 

Mayor 

===============1#. 11u, 1a,u1 o/ c~ =============== 
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. DAN QUAYLE 
INDIANA 

SH 524 HART SENATE OFFICE BUILDING 
(202) 224-5623 

V✓ INDIANAPO LIS OFFICE· 

I ROOM 447, 46 EAST OHIO STREET 

INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 46204 

(317) 269-5555 

ilnitcd . ~tares ~rnatr 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510 

May 6, 1985 

Assistant to the President 
for Legislative Affa i rs 

The White House 
1600 Pennsy l vania Avenue , N.W. 
Wash i ngton, D.C. 20500 

Dea r Sir: 

COMMITTEES: 

ARMED SERVICES 

BUDGET 

LABOR AND HUMAN RESOURCES 

Enclosed you will find copies of a letter I received from 

several of my constituents. I have indicated to my constituents 

that I have brought this matter to your attention and would 

appreciate your thoughts and comments. 

Please direct your response to my Washington office marked 

to the attention of Karl Stegenga. 

Thank you for your assistance and consideration in this 

matter. 

NORTHWEST OFFICE: 

5530 SOHL AvE, # 103 

HAMMOND, IN 46320 

(219) 937-5380 

/ )'°) 
/ ,,(.{ ;,' 

S i,r{c~r:~1.y, 
/ I _.-
' fjJ/ / / _ .. /. 

' I / " .,,.,_ I i.,p..,.,, ..__ ____ _ 
I ,{/. 
{/Dan Quay l e 
· United States 

NORTHEAST OFFICE: 

340 FEDERAL BUILDING 

FORT WAYNE, IN 46802 

(219) 422-1505 

Senator 

SOUTHWEST OFFICE: 
127 NW. 7TH ST. 
122 FEDERAL BLOG. 

EVANSVILLE, IN 47708 

(812) 423-6871 EXT. 440 

SOUTHEAST OFFICE: 
JEFFERSONVILLE FEDERAL DEPOT 

1201 EAST 10TH ST. 
ROOM 103, BLDG. 66 

JEFFERSONVILLE, IN 4 7132 

(812) 288-3377 



March 28, 1985 

Michael M. Vogel 
6531 Sunset Lane 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46260 

The Honorable Senator Dan Quayle 
306 Hart Building 
Washington, D. C. 20510 

Dear Senator Quayle: 

I have mailed this letter to the President of the United 
States. (see attached copy}. 

~lease use your influence with Mr. Reagan and ask him 
to reconsider and go to visit Dachau toncentration 
Camp while he is in West Germany! ,, . . , ,. 

Thank yol:l. 

Sincerely, 

Michael M. Vogel 

1Y!td~7nt/~ 
Enclosure as noted. 

•·. · • . . , .. .... : 
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March 26, 1985 

Mr. Ronald Reagan, 
President · 
UNI.TED STATES OF AMERICA 

Dear Mr. Reagan: 

Mr. Michael Vogel 
6531 Sunset Lane 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46260 

RE: Your news conference of 3/21/85 about visiti~g 
Dachau Concentration Camp 

Mr. President, you said it was time to forgive and 
forget. As a survivor of AU:etw.itz and Dachau, I would 
like to ask a few questions. 

When the Nazis took me away from my parents and took 
.IOe to Auschwitz ••. should ' I forgive or should I ' fo~get? 

. When they put my Mother 
8 yea~ old.brother into 
ehou1d I'f'or.get? 

I •.:. , 

~ ._,. . . ~ r .,, . .. ,. 

and my 10 year oJg. sister and my_ 
the ovens •• ~.• .t:ih.Quld . r ..... forgive or 

When they gassed my father in November, 1942, at the ~ge 
of 44, should I forgive ••• or should I fo~get? 

When. my 18 year old sister, Rose was put to death in Ausch
witz in May, 1942, should I forgive ••• or should I f.orget? 

When my 16 .year old brother, Arpad, was tortured and killed 
-1n October, 1942, .should I forgive and forget? 

Mr. President, I am the only one left from my immediate family, 
not to mention my grandparents, aunts, and uncles. As a sur
vivor, I feel strongly that you and Chancellor Kohl should 
visit Dachau to show the world that this happened -- and let 
the world know that IT MUST NEVER HAPPENrAGAINJ 

Sincerely, 

' 11!ul.(d)j ·!¾~ 
Michael Vogel 



► 

Senator Dan Quayle 
Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Quayle: 

~otre ~ame Ifiafn ~tqool 
~otre ~ame, c'.3111biium 46556 

April 3, 1985 

I 
1 
' ---I am enclosing a copy of a letter I have sent today to President 

Reagan, rotestin his de · · not to visit the site · 
.Qef-l:t~wiR i;:~·w 1 e he visits Gennany next non th. I vX:>ul.d appreci
ate hearing of your views on this matter, and if you share ITrf feelings, 
I would appreciate your also carnnunicating them to President Reagan. 

Thank you. 

~

incerely yours, 

J~C?~~ 
rofessor of Law 

JPB:wp 



' ► . ... 

Hon. Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, DC 

Dear Mr. President: 

~otre ;!Dnme 1finbt ~drool 
~otre ;I[lame, ~nbium1 16556 

April 3, 1985 

I am writing to express by disapp:)inblent at your decision not to visit 
a Nazi concentration camp during your visit to Germany next rronth, and my · 
outrage at your subsequent insensitive explanation of this decision at your 
news- conference-;-

The Holocaust is the greatest affront to liberty, justice and huma.n 
rights in the history of mankind. Six million Jews, and hundreds of thousands 
of other people, were killed and tortured by the Nazis. It was partially to 
prevent an even greater spread of these atrocities that this country fought 
in World War II, and that 200,000 Arrerican soldiers gave their lives to renove 
the scourge of Naziism from EuroJ?e. To fail to recognize this imfortant 
as~ct of our history, and to fail to co:rmernorate the rrenory of these 
millions of victims of Hitler, is terribly troubling. 

Your explanation of this decision is even worse. How can you i;ossibly 
say that "the Gennan people have very few alive that rerrernber even the war?" 
The Germans are very well aware of World War II, whether they were in fact 
alive in 1945 or not. But, if your intended i;oint was that many Gennans know 
of this only through their history oooks, and v.0uld rather forget that the 
whole thing happened, your explanation is rrore defective. It is precisely 
because J?eOple nay tend to forget, or wish to forget, these horrible events, 
that we should remind them that mankind can never forget the horrors of 
Hitler. For, to forget is a dual wrong--It denigrates the tragic loss of 
millions of lives of these martyrs to tyranny. And, it makes it nore likely 
that such horrible events might again occur. 

In short, I urge you_to recon_sider your decision, and to make a trip to 
a ooncentration camp while you are in Germany. In such a way, you will 
exemplify the ccmniblent of.the Arrerican ~ople to the values you so often 
procla.un. 

JB:wp 

cc: Senator Richard Lugar 
Senator Dan Quayle 
Congressman John Hiler 

Sincerely yours, 

Joseph P. Bauer 
Professor of Law 
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SENATE 

MICHAEL J . O'BRIEN 
DETROIT 

May 1, 1985 

President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

In view of your strong commitment to Chancellor Kohl 
to visit the Bitburg military cemetery, can we expect 
in return that he will soon be visiting and honoring 
our fallen soldiers at Arlington National Cemetery? 

I look forward to your response. 

Warmest regards, 

~ 6 




