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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
EXECUTI |E SECRETARIAT
TRANSMITTAL FORM

S/S 8514416
July 16, 1985

Date

For: Mr. Robert C. McFarlane
National Security Council
The White House

Reference:

. The Chairman
To: The President From: Citizens Rights Association

Date: April 30, 1985 Subject: Economic summit and

the President's visit to Bitburg

WH Referral Dated: May 10, 1985 NsSc 1Dp# 8503806
(if any)

The attached item was sent directly to the
Department of State

Action Taken:

A draft reply is attached.
A draft reply will be forwarded.
A translation is attached.
X An information copy of a direct reply 1is attached.

We believe no response is necessary for the reason
cited below,. '

The Department of State has no objection to the
proposed travel.

Other.

Remarks:

éwh%mmMuwwﬁ

icholas Platt
" Executive Secretary

(Classification)



10 July, 1985

The Chairman

Citizens Rights Association
"Appassionato”

Martin Luther Str.l9

1000 Berlin 30

Dear Mr. Chairman:

Thank you for your letter of April 29 to President Reagan,
concerning the economic summit and his visit to Bitburg.

We appreciate very much your concerns about the necessity
to preserve and enlarge the area of economic activity so that
the economic needs of mankind are served in the best way
possible. Allowing the marketplace the greatest possible
leeway in which tc operate alsc contributes to the atmosphere
in which freedom and human dignity have the best possibilities
to flourish, As you know, eince its beginning, the United
States has had as a major goal the protection of individual
liberties.

The President's visit to Bitburg was intended to emprhasize
the themes of peace and reconciliation. We believe it was
successful; the visit helped to strengthen the ties between
Germany and the United States in a positive manner from which
all humanity cean draw hope.

Thaenk you for sending your thoughts to the President.-
Sincerely,

S

John Ci Kornblum
Director, Office of
Central European Affairs
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
REFERRAL DATE:

MEMOR2ANDUM FOR: STATE SECRETARIAT

DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION: TO: PRESIDENT
SOURCE: UNKNOWN
DATE: 29 APR 85

KEYWORDS: BERLIN

SUBJ: LTR TO PRES IN GERMAN
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FOR HOBERT M. KIMMITT

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY



DEPARTMENT OF STATE
DIVISION OF LANGUAGE SERVICES

(TRANSLATION)

LSNO. 116292
BL
German

Citizens Rights Association
"Appassionato"

Martin Luther Str. 19

1000 Berlin 30

Tel. 2 11 20 38

April 30, 1985
U.S. Mission

Clayallee 170
1000 Berlin 33

Ladies and Gentlemen:
The Citizens Rights Association "Appassionato" would like to

request transmission of this letter to the U.S. President.

The Chairman

signature



Citizens Rights Association
"Appassionato"

Martin Luther Str.19

1000 Berlin 30

Tel. 2 11 20 38

April 29, 1985

Dear Mr. President:

The Citizens Rights Association "Appassionato" was recently
founded as an instrument in the service of humanity. In what was
called our "May Appeal", the association declared that mankind
has reached a critical stage at which it may achieve a new level
of consciousness or, failing that, may slip into the abyss and
perish.

We will take a stand at the abyss and passionately (appassionato)
fight to save mankind from a last and fatal step in the wrong di-
rection.

Peace, friendship, and especially humaneness; these are the
new goals.

You, Mr. President, wanted to bring understanding to friends
and found to your distress how difficult it obviously is today to
reach out to others, to hold mankind back from false steps towards
the abyss when other interests are pushing it.

It is not really a matter of.the dead, but of animosity, spite,
and extorsion attempts. There is method in this madness, for what
they really mean concerns their own self-interest and economic
power. For this they do not hesitate to disturb the dead and black-

mail friends.

Many in your country would do well to remember Vietnam, Hiroshima
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and Nagasaki, the suppression of the American Indians, the enslave-
ment of the blacks, and the assassinations of John . Kennedy and
Martin Luther King.

Those who act the way a number of highly-placed representa-
tives of your nation are now doing has truly not learned anything
and are clearly concerned only with the President pursuing a hard
line at the economic summit. If you are well-to-do and living in
the lap of luxury, it is easy to talk of freedom and human dignity.

You, Mr. President, are on the right track. Don't let a hopeless-
ly stubborn economic mafia hobble you at the economic summit. What
is important is not the consolidation of the system and the avoidance
of unpleasant consequences for a few of the powerful.

Seize the chance that fate has offered you in this field, too.

In addition to being a president who stands for humane impulses, you
must also become a president who stands for the liberalization of the
economy. American economic interests are not the only ones in the world.

Your visit to Bitburg, Mr. President, should strengthen the
friendship between all men. It should lead to greater humanity.

We appeal to all men of good will: Go to Biburg! Embark on a
campaign for humanity.

Bitburg must be allowed to become a symbol for a new intellectual
climate in which hate, extorsion, and group egotisms can no longer
thrive.

Dear Mr. President, we hope you will be a Bitburger in this
spirit.

For the Citizens Rights Association

"Appassionato"
The Chairman
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US Mission

Clayallee 170

1000 Berlin 33

Berlin, den 30.04.1985

Sehr geehrte Damen und Herren,

der burger-recht-verein "appassionato' Uberreicht hiermit ein Schreiben an den

amerikanischen Prasidenten, mit der Bitte um Weiterleitung.

fir den blrger-recht-verein "appassionata"

Der = 7



An den

amerikanischen Prasidenten

Berlin, den 29.04.1985

Sehr geehrter Herr Prasident,

der blrger-recht-verein '"appassiontao" stellte sich kiirzlich als Neugrindung im
Dienste der Menschlichkeit vor. In einer sogenannten Maiparole verbreitete der
Verein, daf sich die Menschheit im Aufbruch befindet, dal sie auf dem Weg sein
konnte, eine neue BewuBtseinsstufe zu erklimmen oder, wenn das nicht gelingt,

in den Abgrund zu stiirzen, zu enden im Nichts.

Wir stellen uns vor den Abgrund und wollen mit Leidenschaft (appassionato)

kampfen und die Menschheit vor einem letzten Fehltritt zu bewahren.

Friede, Freundschaft, vor allem Menschlichkeit. Das sind die neuen Ziele.

Sie, Herr Prasident, wollten Freunden Menschlichkeit bringen und muBten
traurigen Herzens erkennen wie schwer es heute offensichtlich ist, einem
anderen die Hand zu reichen, die Menschheit vor falschen Schritten in Richtung

Abgrund zu bewahren, wenn andere Interessen dagegen stehen.

Anfeindungen, Gehdssigkeiten, Erpressungsversuche, nicht die Toten sind es.
Methode steckt dahinter, denn was sie in Wirklichkeit meinen sind ihre eigenen
Egoismen und wirtschaftliche Macht. Dabei schrecken sie vor den Toten und vor

Erpressung von Freunden nicht zuriick.

Viele in Ihrem Lande taten gut daran, sich an Vietnam, Hiroshima und Nagasaki
zu erinnern, an die Unterdrickung der Indianer, Versklavung der Schwarzen und

die Ermoderung von John F. Kennedy und Martin Luther King.

/ 2.




Wer so vorgeht wie ein Teil hoher Reprasentanten Ihres Volkes, der hat
wahrlich nichts gelernt und dem kommt es offensichtlich nur darauf an, daB der
Prasident wenigstens H&arte im Wirtschaftsgipfel zeigt. Mit vollem Magen,

gebettet in Wohlstand, spricht es sich leicht von Freiheit und Menschenwirde.

Sie, Herr Prasident, sind auf dem richtigen Wege. Lassen Sie sich auch fir den
Wirtschaftsgipfel von einer unbelehrbaren Wirtschaftsmafia keine Bremsklotze
vorlegen. Es geht nicht nur um Festschreibung des Systems und Vermeidung

lastiger Folgen fir nur einige Machtige.
Ergreifen Sie auch hier die Chance. Werden Sie neben einem Prasidenten der
Menschlichkeit ein Prdsident der Liberalisierung der Wirtschaft. Es gibt nicht

nur amerikanische Wirtschaftsinteressen in der Welt.

Ihr Besuch in Bitburg, Herr Prasident, soll die Freundschaft aller Menschen

starken. Er soll zu mehr Menschlichkeit fihren.

Wir rufen alle Menschen auf, die guten Willens sind: Geht nach Bitburg! Begebt

euch auf den Feldzug der Menschlichkeit.

Bitburg muB zu einem Zeichen, zu einem neuen geistigen Klima werden, in dem

HaB, Erpressung und Gruppenegoismen nicht mehr gedeihen konnen.

Herr Prasident, seien Sie in diesem Sinne ein Bitburger.

fur d ‘ht-verein "appassionato"

Der Prasident
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JOSEPH R. BIDEN, Jr. )
- DELAWARE

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510

May 1, 1985

The President
The White House
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

Enclosed is a letter from a young constituent of mine,
Mr. Mike Schneider of Wilmington, Delaware. Mike is eight
years old, and asked me to forward his letter to you.

Mike is concerned about your visit to the cemetery at
Bitburg, and would like to have your comments.
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April 30, 1985

The Honorable Ronald Reagan
President of the United States
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Mr. President:

It is my hope, and that of many others, that you reconsider your
proposed visit to the Bitburg Cemetery during your trip to West Germany.

How can you, or your advisors, equate the "murder" of eleven million
persons with "honor and dignity”"? These lives were lost, not on the
battlefields, but were lost due to monstrous inhumanity to man. Should
we forgive and forget? We must never forget, but your reminder, today,
provides division amongst us and makes forgiveness much more difficult.

Mr. President, you have changed your mind, with respect to a visit to a
death camp, why can you not change your mind concerning the cemetery?
There are other means for accomplishng your intended purposes, and yet
add another opportunity for respect and stature for yourself and your
office.

Listen, Mr. President, 1listen to the voices of those past and of the
present for what they consider to be ethical or justice; and if that is
not sufficient, ask yourself what will be the immediate effects or the
lasting effects on the Republican Party?

With best wishes for your health and wiser advice.

Sincerely,

CITY OF/LA MIRADA

" Lou Piltz

Mayor
LP:sm

k 13700 LA MIRADA BOULEVARD. LA MIRADA, CALIFORNIA 90638 - (213) 943-0131
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;symbolize the reconciliation of the former enemies of World War II.

FRANCIS T. PURCELL
COUNTY EXECUTIVE

A2 s

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE
NASSAU COUNTY EXECUTIVE BUILDING
ONE WEST STREET
MINEOLA. N. Y. 11501

April 23, 1985

Honorable Ronald Reagan
The President

The White House
Washington, D. C. 20515

Dear Mr, President:

I fully share your wish to formalize the reconciliation
between Germany and the United States by taking part in an
appropriate ceremony 40 years after the end of World War II. The
antagonisms are now long behind us, democracy is firmly established
in Germany, and Germany and the West have enjoyed four decades of
peace and friendship. I am sure that is what you had in mind when
your staff scheduled a visit to Bitburg cemetery. Your intentions
and Chancellor Kohl's were the best.

But Bitburg is more than just a military cemetery. Because
it contains the graves of members of the Waffen-SS, it has come to
symbolize the Nazi barbarities that were committed four decades ago
in the name of the German people. As a U.S. Army captain, I was
sent to Buchenwald concentration camp a few days after its
liberation. The horrors that I saw there are seared forever into my
mind. The SS were the hunters who scoured Europe for victims to
feed into the concentration camps. They were the butchers who
planned and executed the genocide that occurred in the camps.

The SS were not simply draftees. They were eager
volunteers, the elite of Nazi Germany's New Order, solemnly sworn to
uphold Hitler and all he stood for. To honor them, even indirectly
by their presence in the same cemetery with German Army dead, is a
blasphemy on the memory of the millions who were consumed in the
Holocaust.

I urge you to change your plans to visit Bitburg and to
find some other, more appropriate, less offensive, action to

Bitburg does not symbolize reconciliation. It symbolizes
inhumanity, and it will re-open rather than_heal old wou

Sin erz;éi:
v bt "

Francis T. Purcell

County Executive

ftp:jgiks
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May 3, 1985

President Ronald Reagan
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Pregident Reagan:

I am writing to you to express how shocked and dismayed
I was when you announced your stopover at the Bitburg military
cemetery. It seemed unbelievable that you would proceed with
this ill~advised and insensitive way of smybolizing the
friendship of the American and West German peoples.

As President of the Borough of Brooklyn, which is home
to more survivors of the Holocaust than any other locale outside
of Israel, I have talked to many of my constituents on this
matter. The Jewish people feel mortally wounded by your action,
other constituents are taken aback. I cannot believe that there
was no change in your plans and that you did not reverse an
obvious mistake and error of judgement.

While you were in Europe, I have gone throughout
Brooklyn. The anger and anguish has not abated. Your visit to
Bitburg continues to cause great sorrow among the people of
Brooklyn. I do not know, frankly, how these wounds can ever be
repaired.







Dr. Greg Dixon, President
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COALITION FOR RELIGIOILIS FREEDOM

325 PENNSYLVANIA AVE. SE I} WASHINGTON, D.C. 20003
(202) 544-5160 (800) 852-2528

May 9, 1985

President Ronald Reagan
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

Today I bring you and your administration
two points of mutual interest.

(1) In a recent telegram from our office
Dr. Greg Dixon objected in the name of the
Coalition for Religious Freedom to your deci-
sion to visit the graves in Bitsburg, Germany.
As of today I assue you our organization stands
behind your decision and action in this matter.
I am grateful for your role as a reconciler of
nations in this most vital area.

(2) Dr. Dixon has resigned as president
of the Coalition and I have accepted this posi-
tion as of Mav 8, 1985.

Mr. President, I may not always agree with
you or your decisions but I assure vou the
Coalition for Religious Freedom will stand -
behind and support your leadership. As fellow
Americans we must stand together to guarantee
that tomorrow our children and grandchildren
will have a place of freedom from which their
aspirations and dreams may become a reality.

Qur prayers are with you.

Lie cciician ive vawaw
President
DNS/tkl

“Americans of All Faiths Defending the Free Exercise of Religion”
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May 6. 1985

President Ronald Reagan
White House
Waghington, D.C.

I support your action in visiting the cemetery at Bitburg.
Those opposed to your visit either do not understand the
purpose of the visit or choose to misunderstand.

The press again has taken the opportunity for an unwarranted
ettack. I commend you for your message delivered following
the cemetery visit. You overshadowed the efforts of the

press to misconstrue the intent of your visit.

So often the right actions are the most difficult. Thank

you for the courageous example you set.

Sinceregly,
e Ao
Stephen D, Hill

layor
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May 6, 1985

Assistant to the President

for Legislative Affeirs
The White House
1600 Pennsgylvania Avenue, N.W,
Washington, D.C. 20500
Dear Sir:

Enclosed you will find copies of a letter I received from

several of my constituents. I have indicated to my constituents

that I have brought this matter to ycur attention and would

appreciate your thoughts and comments.

Please direct your response to my Washington office marked

to the attention of Karl Stegenga.

Thank you for your assistance and consideration in this

matter.
e
L
Sifcerely,
A
/ i/ ,/’/7
/ ,#%%5”“““”
/o .
(Dan Quayile
United States Senator
DQ/ksl
Enclosure ! E |
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Mr. Michael Vogel
6531 Sunset Lane
Indianapolis, Indiana 46260

March 26, 1985

Mr. Ronald Reagan,
President
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Dear Mr. Reagan:

RE: Your news conference oOf 3/21/85 about VlSltlng
Dachau Concentration Camp

Mr. President, you said it was time to forgive and
forget. As a survivor of Aummwitz and Dachau, I would
like to ask a few guestions.

When the Nazia took me away from my parents and took
me to Auschwitz ... should’I forgive or should 1' forget?

. When they put my Mother and my 10 year old sister and my
8 year old brother into. the ovens..: should. I.forgive or
should I’ foxget? '

When they gassed my father in November, 1942, at the age
of 44, should I forgive ... or should I forget?

When my 18 year old sister, Rose was put to death in Ausch-
witz in May, 1942, should I forgive ... or should I forget?

When my 16 year old brother, Arpad, was tortured and killed
"in October, 1942, should I forgive and forget?

Mr. President, I am the only one left from my immediate family,
not to mention my grandparents, aunts, and uncles. As a sur-
vivor, I feel strongly that you and Chancellor Kohl should
visit Dachau to show the world that this happened =- and let
the world know that IT MUST NEVER HAPPEN, AGAIN!

Sincerely,
Pl Vel

Michael Vogel



Notre Bame atm School

Notre Bame, Indiana 45556

April 3, 1985

Senator Dan Quayle
Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. /

Dear Senator Quayle: \ =7
I am enclosing a copy of a letter I have sent today to President
Reagan, protesting his decision not to visit the site of a Nazi cong
-eentrabion~-camp-while he visits Germany next month. I would appreci-
ate hearing of your views on this matter, and if you share my feelings,

I would appreciate your also communicating them to President Reagan.

Thank you.

Sincerely yours,

Joseph P. Bauer

rofessor of Law

JPB:wp



Notre Bame Tafn Scljool

Notre Dume, Indiana 46556

April 3, 1985

Hon. Ronald Reagan
The White House
Washington, DC

Dear Mr. President:

I am writing to express by disappointment at your decision not to visit
a Nazi concentration camp during your visit to Germany next month, and my
outrage at your subsequent insensitive explanation of this decision at your
news conference.

The Holocaust is the greatest affront to liberty, justice and human
rights in the history of mankind. Six million Jews, and hundreds of thousands
of other people, were killed and tortured by the Nazis. It was partially to
prevent an even greater spread of these atrocities that this country fought
in World War II, and that 200,000 American soldiers gave their lives to remove
the scourge of Naziism from Europe. To fail to recognize this important
aspect of our history, and to fail to commemorate the memory of these
millions of victims of Hitler, is terribly troubling.

Your explanation of this decision is even worse. How can you possibly
say that "the German people have very few alive that remember even the war?"
The Germans are very well aware of World War II, whether they were in fact
alive in 1945 or not. But, if your intended point was that many Germans know
of this only through their history books, and would rather forget that the
whole thing happened, your explanation is more defective. It is precisely
because people may tend to forget, or wish to forget, these horrible events,
that we should remind them that mankind can never forget the horrors of
Hitler. For, to forget is a dual wrong—It denigrates the tragic loss of
millions of lives of these martyrs to tyranny. And, it makes it more likely
that such horrible events might again occur. :

In short, I urge you to reconsider your decision, and to make a trip to
a concentration camp while you are in Germany. In such a way, you will
exemplify the comitment of the American people to the values you so often
proclaim.

Sincerely yours,

Joseph P. Bauer
Professor of Law

JB:wp

cc: Senator Richard Lugar
Senator Dan Quayle
‘Congressman John Hiler














