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WASHINGTON OFFICE:
317 CANNON HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING
WASHINGTON, DC 20515
202-225-5061

9TH DISTRICT, NEW JERSEY

COMMITTEES:
FOREIGN AFFAIRS
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

DISTRICT OFFICE:
COURT PLAZA
25 MAIN STREET
HACKENSACK, NJ 07601
201-646-1111

lay 9, 1985

The President
The White House
Washington D.C.

Dear Mr. President:

It is with great regret that I write to return to you the
military decorations of Dr. Victor Borden. Dr. Borden, who
volunteered to serve his country during the Vietnam War and
served in the Air Force medical corps for two years, felt it
inappropriate to keep these mementos of service after your recent
visit to the cemetery at Bitburg. Dr. Borden lost four
grandparents and many relatives in the ovens of the Holocaust.

Dr. Borden's family is typical of many who fled the horror
of prewar Germany. They sought refuge in a nation renowned for
its commitment to the freedom of its people regardless of race,
religion, or culture. America represented an island of sanity in
a world gone mad. Grateful for the freedoms he knew were
precious, Dr, Borden did not think twice when his nation asked
for his service. He served capably and honorably.

It is a sad day when a man so appreciative of this nation can
no longer muster the pride he once had. Dr. Borden feels no
animosity, only grief. I share his sadness and pray, that in the
future, ill-conceived symbols of reconciliation do not in the
process pay homage to deeds repugnant to the American dream.

Member of Congress
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Personal - Not Official
May 7, 1985

Honorable Ronald Reagan
President of the United States
The White House

Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. President:

I strongly feel that the continued criticism of your May 5 visit
to the Bitburg cemetery is unfair and unjust.

From what I have read and heard, when the invitation was extended
you had no way of knowing who was buried in that cemetery and what it
symbolized.

As a man of integrity you felt that having accepted the invitation,
the good relationship you had established with Germany would be
adversely affected if you cancelled the appointment.

I have no doubt that had you been advised of the entire situation
in advance, you unquestionably would not have accepted the invitation.

| You did all that you reasonably could under the circumstances and your

address at the airport was a masterpiece.

As usual, Mrs. Reagan proved herself to be a most worthy helpmate
both in Germany and Italy. Both of you continue to enjoy the respect,
confidence,and admiration of thinking, fair-minded people.

Definitely, if you are able to accomplish a reconciliation with
Russia and retain the support of Germany, you will have given a
legacy to future generations of Americans which they have never before
had.

With expressions of my respect and high regard for your and
Mrs. Reagan

Cordially,

\/) RN L . - R RN

~ Samuel M. Rosenstein
SMR/11 Senior Judge
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

June 24, 1985

MEMORANDUM FOR DANIEL J. ENGLER
STAFF ASSISTANT
OFFICE OF WHITE HOUSE CORRESPONDENCE

FROM: JOHN G. ROBERTS W'
ASSOCIATE COQOUNS O THE PRESIDENT
SUBJECT: Proposed Letters to Judge Fred Wicker

and Judge Samuel Rosenstein

Counsel's Office has reviewed the above-referenced proposed
letters to judges, and finds no objection to them from a
legal perspective. Thank you for submitting them for our
clearance.






THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

June 18, 1985

Dear Judge Rosenstein:

Please accept my heartfelt thanks for your message
of May 7. 1 appreciate more than I can say your
kind and generous words.

My purpose was never to suggest we forgive
and forget, and I found that today's Germans do
not suggest such a thing. They have preserved
the camps with evidence of all the horror of the
Holocaust, and they say along with us, "Never
again."

You were kind to write as you did and your
message means a great deal to me.

Sincerely,

The Honorable Samuel M. Rosenstein
Senior Judge
United States Court
of International Trade
Suite 403, Federal Building
299 East Broward Boulevard
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33301
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- - UNITED STATES COURT OF INTERNATIONAL TRADE
FEDERAL BUILDING—U.S. COURTHOUSE
. o ’ SUITE 403
i :L’J H'.‘ 295 EAST BROWARD BLVD.
,"As iy FORT LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA 33301
CHAMBERS OF Personal - Not Official
SAMUEL M. ROSENSTEIN
SENIOR JUDGE May 7, 1985

Honorable Ronald Reagan
President of the United States
The White House

Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. President:

I strongly feel that the continued criticism of your May 5 visit
to the Bitburg cemetery is unfair and unjust.

From what I have read and heard, when the invitation was extended
you had no way of knowing who was buried in that cemetery and what it
symbolized.

As a man of integrity you felt that having accepted the invitation,
the good relationship you had established with Germany would be
adversely affected if you cancelled the appointment.

I have no doubt that had you been advised of the entire situation
in advance, you ungquestionably would not have accepted the invitation.
You did all that you reasonably could under the circumstances and your

.address at the airport was a masterpiece.

As usual, Mrs. Reagan proved herself to be a most worthy helpmate
both in Germany and Italy. Both of you continue to enjoy the respect,
confidence,and admiration of thinking, fair-minded people.

Definitely, if you are able to accomplish a reconciliation with.
Russia and retain the support of Germany, you will have given a
legacy to future generations of Americans which they have never before

had.

With expressions of my respect and high regard for your and
Mrs. Reagan

Cordially,

’ J

~ Samuel M. Rosenstein
SMR/11 Senior Judge
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May 8, 1985

The President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

I regret your trip to the Nazi Cemetery but I applaud your
motives in going. After the furor arose, you did right by not
changing your mind. Fortunately, our great country or your
efforts at governing do not rise or fall on one possible misstep
by the President or his staff.

You should know that many of your views on issues, impacting
church/state separation cause us great concern. We find our-
selves compelled to oppose you on these issues.

You should also know that as our President, you have our

prayers and every best wish. You and your staff can call on us
anytime we can be of service.

Sincerely,

Dr.
Executive Director

cc: Doug Holladay
Patrick Buchannan

vy









March 22, 1985
2.

The President
The White House

namely, to remind the world what Nazism was and to rededicate our-
selves to a world without the bestiality that Nazism represented.
That lesson must be brought home not only to the German people but
indeed to all people of the world.

On behalf of all twelve hundred rabbis who I am honored to repre-
sent, I appeal to you to reconsider wur decision so that in

stepping on German soil you may not only represent this great
democracy but you also may give expression to those hopes and prayers
of so many who martyred themselves for the sake of the ideals of
liberty and justice absolutely fundamental to the life of this land.

Once more, my thanks for your hospitality and for the openness of
your spirit.

Re§pectfully yours,

~ L
|

AL/EXANDER PIRO

rml

*Oheb Shalom Congregation
170 Scotland Road
South Orange, New Jersey 07079
(201) 762-7067


















May 14, 1985

The Honorable Ronald W. Reagan
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President,

I thought you would enjoy reading the Tetter which I have enclosed for you. It was
sent to me by Mr. & Mrs. Samuel D. Hummel of Greensboro, North Carolina. The Tetter was
sent to them by their godson, 16-year-old Stephan Heidenhain of West Germany. I was
impressed with the thoughts expressed by Stephan about your visit to his country, and
especially your visit to Bitburg.

Mr. & Mrs. Hummel tell me that Stephan's own grandfather was killed on the Eastern
Front during the war. Stephan felt that you should visit the cemetery at Bitburg. 1
thought you would appreciate receiving one young German's opinion about your trip.

If there is anything else you need from our office, please do not hesitate to
contact us. With best wishes I am

Sincerely,

Atgiont

HOWARD COBLE
Member of Congress

JHC/mac
enclosure

cc: Mr. & Mrs. Samuel D. Hummel
201 North Elm Street
Greenshoro, North Carolina 27402



- rhlhalten, den 30. april 1985

Dear Anne and Sam,

Maybe you are a little bit amezed, holding this letter in your hands=,
maybe very amazed about the theme I'm writing about.

The theme is the planned visit of President Reagan in Germany 8th
of May, the VE Day and there especially the planned visit of a cemente-
ry in Bitburg/Eifel. In our newspapers was to read, that in America
is a big argument caused by this cementery-visit and that many Ameri-
cans are in opposition to it. For example I tell you the resolution
of the Kongress against it, then the opinion of Elie Wiesel, maybe -
speaking for the most Jews in the USA: ,That place, Mr. President, is
not your place. Your place is with the victims of the SS."

Now I would like to tell you my opinion. My opinion is, that Reagan
should visit the cementery in Bitburg and the concentration camp in
Bergen-Belsen. |

As the most important argument against the visit of the cementery
seems to be said, that there are ,50-SS-Graves" (Newsweek). But it is
not said in this article, that on this cementery in Bitburg are in
addition buried 23 soldiers, fallen in the World-wWae I, and 1946 sol-
diers, fallen in the World-War II. But in my opinion these 50-S5-gra-
ves (only less than 2.5% of all graves) aren't a valid reason for non-
visiting thé cementery. Are we allowed to decide, this wgs a good sol-
dier, this was a bad cne, there are 50 bad, that is why we shouldn't
visit this cementery, douldn't remember all soldiers? What is to do
with the other 1969 soldiers? Is this the right argument? It is the az-
gument, used by some groups in this discussion, isn't it? Is don't
think, that this is the right one. Can we then explain young soldiers
to do military service for 18 months or more on the one hand, when
we're disputing, whether 18-year-old soldiers died 40 years ago to vi-
sit or not, on the other hand? I don't think so. In myopinion the visit
is a symbolic act. A symbolic act for remembering all the soldiers
and all the civilians of all nations, who died in World-War II. And
this especially in Bitburg, as there are living l12.o000 Germans and
ll.000 Americans together in peace. This act should show the world,
vhat changed between Germany and America last 40 years. 4o years ago
America and Germany vere enemies, today they are friends.

You could compare this act with the ceremony at Verdun last year,
vvhere Mitterand and Kohl remembered at a cementery the died soldiers
and the friendship between France and Germany, at a cementery, vhere
French soldiers and German soldiers are buried, but in Germany there
aren't any cementeries, wvhere American and German soldiers are buriec.

And by this symbolic act should be remembered Germany's liberation

E~sT ) )
from the Nazi-dictatorship, but on e Germany turned into a new dic-

tatorshop, the other into a democratic freestate’ o [ ! ‘-LL Wh‘(j:
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without Germany could not.exist.

The visit of Bergen - Belsen is clear, and about this part of
Reagans Germany-trip wasn't argued. There is "Mr. PresidentsS place
vith hhe victims of the SS!"(Elie Wiesel). There should be remembered
the victims, murdered under the barbarity of Nazi—dictatorship, the
most brutal gouvernment, that had ever been.

That's my opinion to the visit o$§ President Reagan in Germany. I
simply wanted to tell you this problem, seen by a young Gérman. I
don't know your opinion, if it was the same, this letter could be a
completion, if not maybe an impulse. I hope I haven't used too many
words changing the sense or provoking. I wrote this letter alone,
sometimes using a dictionary.

Hoping this letter reachs you before the 8th of may

Love ' 1
Sioom

PS: We hope that our rough brickwork of our new house is finished

Whitsuntide, so that we are able to move in autumn.

Hoce roud M ”Wf” h(ggl
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May 13, 1985

Mr. Kenneth Duberstein

Assistant to the President for
Legislative Affairs

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue

Washington, D.C. 20004

Dear Ken:

Enclosed you will find a letter addressed to President Reagan from
Reverend Richard Andersen, a constituent, who has several observations
with respect to the President's recent trip to West Germany.

I hope that Reverend Andersen's views will be taken into consideration.
Your assistance in this matter is greatly appreciated.

Encl.
cc: Reverend Richard Andersen



THE REVEREND RICHARD ANDERSEN, Pu.D.,
PasToR 1
THE REVEREND CLYDE SHOWALTER, PH.D.,
PASTOR 11
Pastor MARK C. Fry, B.A., INTERN
MicHAEL FISHER, B.Mus., M, Mus,
B . MINISTER OF MUsIC
F ] (= -7 i4- MRs. ELEANOR LETT
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April 28, 1985

The Honorable Ronald Reagan
President of the United States of America
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D.C. 20004

Dear Mr. President:

I am grateful to you for the Christian leadership you have shown
the nation and the world in your concern for reconciliation. I can
understand the furor that your trip to Bitburg is causing, but I be-
lieve your opponents have failed to see several vitally important rea-—
sons for pursuing the visit.

First of all, World War II resulted because of the severe devision
between people and their ideologies. 2An alien influence had upset the
accepted ethical and religious norms with the advent of National Social-
ism. The reason why war resulted was not solely in defense of freedaom,
but to restore the broken world to a wholeness again where respect for
people of varying political, spiritual and cultural values would be
universally shared and guaranteed.

The Nazis rejected people as people, making Jews, Gypsies, homosex-
uals, the mentally and physically handicapped, Communists, Jehovah
Witnesses and other sects to be something less than what God created.
The defeat of the fascist ideals united people once more as people. The
tragedy is that Hitler and his associates did more than send six million
Jews to their deaths, and twelve million other persons. He blinded the
minds and souls of all too many Germans and others. Those who were in
the military of the Third Reich, whether foot soldiers or Waffen SS or
Gestapo, were the most tragic of the victims Hitler destroyed. They not
only lost their physical lives, but many gave their souls to his mind-
less preachments.

It is well, Mr. President, that you go to Bitburg to remind the world
that the problems that ended the War forty years ago still exist. Anti-
semitism is still around. Brainwashing and mind-control are still with
us. Nazism is resurfacing here and abroad in pseudo-patriotic para-mili-
tary groups. Political intrigue has not been defeated. I believe that
you go to Bitburg to remember the German sacrifice, rather than honor .
the political, ethical and moral attitudes of those buried in its soil.
There is a distinction. Through you, we remember what these men could
have been had they not so willingly sought the cheese in the Fuhrer's
trap.

To go in the spirit of reconciliation is certainly Scriptural and
Christian. As pastor of the congregation that made Raoul Wallenberg a
member, I am particularly interested in the well-being of all of the

'SS I i ) T ed, save



Page Two

victims of the Holocaust, especially my Jewish neighbors. Your visit to
Bitburg does not speak against them or the terrible sacrifice they were
forced to make. What it does is remind us of the tragic lesson World War
IT has taught us: NEVER AGATN!

In recent months, due to my involvement in awakening the worldwide
ILutheran Church to the circumstances of Raoul Wallenberg, I have spoken
in a number of synagogues, and been involved in a mumber of programs
dealing with the Holocaust. I am fully sympathetic to its victims. I
believe, however, they make a mistake in repudiating your visit, for
they fail to see is worth to them and their cause, as well as to the rest
of the world. Neither Chancellor Kohl nor you seek to open old wounds,
but instead to heal them. To remember Germany's own terrible price, its
continuing embarrassment and shame with dignity, to weep with them in
their own losses as well as our own, is to build a bridge so that in our
solidarity such madmen as Adolph Hitler will never usurp the leadership
of an educated, free, and thoughtful society again.

I stand shoulder-to-shoulder with you in this regard. Having discussed
these ideas with my parish informally, I am aware they share my views to
a large degree.

May God bless you in this important venture.

7
»,
Richard Andersen
Pastor T

RA/hs

P.S. My former parishioner, Lois Lundberg, Chairman of the Orange County
Republican Party, suggested I forward this directly to you. I am
asking Congresaman Lungren to share the letter with your staff.
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May 10, 1985

President Ronald Reagan
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D.C. 20500
Dear President Reagan:

I am enclosing a letter from one of my constituents, Charles
Hunsinger, regarding your visit to Bitburg.

Mr. Hunsinger is a World War II veteran who fought in the Battle of
the Bulge.

He asked that I forward his letter to you.

Perhaps you will find wisdom in his words.

m/‘
‘

Paul SiImon
U.S. Senator

My best wishes,

PS/jg
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