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¥p W= Algonkian Court
Kitty Hawk, N.C.27949

April 29, 1985

President Ronald Reagan
Commander in Chief

1600 Pennsylvania Ave,
Washington, D.C.

Dear President Reagan,

I urge you to cancel your visit to Bitburg
Cemetary, on May 5, 1985.

As a young army officer, in 1945, I saw the
inhuman acts administered by the Waffen SS at
Dachau and Buchenwald. Their murderous conduct
can not be honored by our country's flag or the
flag of the presidency. I can find no justification
for this site selection and I ask you to reconsider.

The people who elected and honored you to be
our President for a second time, do not approve of
this gesture.

Respectfully,

S

-

3, %
& [l

Harold R. Stokqgi%”\\

MGen. AUS (Ret.) ™~
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CON THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

June 14, 1985

Dear

President Reagan has asked me to
and your deep concern. I can ass!
understands the sense of personal

regarding the PresS.cc.ic o wucecacavi co vaoan
tune werman cemetery at Bitburg. I regret the delay in this
response.

As I am sure you know, the President spoke at Bitburg Air
Base on May 5 of his regret that his visit had reopened old
wounds in what should be a time of healing. The President
made clear, however, that the reconciliation which he sought
in no way diminishes our love and honor for those who fought
and died for our country. Nor does it mean forgetting or
forgiving either the terrible crime of the Holocaust or the
evil deeds of the SS whose crimes, the President said, "must
rank among the most heinous in human history."

Because of your concern, I am sending you the enclosed full
transcripts of the President's remarks at the Bergen-Belsen
Concentration Camp and at Bitburg Air Base.

With the President's best wishes,

Sincerely,

Anne Higgins .
Special Assistant to the President
and Director of Correspondence

(6/10/85)

Vinside_address¥
Enclosures

AVH:CAD:AVH:
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(Presicernt ~eagan. . page =)

separated from my crew, for guestioning, and I never
saw any of them again. :

I would wish that anyone who doubts the brute ferocity
of the Germans of that era, should enjoy the experience
of interrogation by the SS.

I escaped, met up with a group of Partisans who led me

at night through 250 miles of enemy territory to an advanced
British position. Back at my base, I could barely wait to
get out of the hospital and return to flying status.

There were so many Germans who needed killing.

Mr. President, as one personally involved with German
soldiers and German civilians; as a member of the D.A.V.;
as the Grand Master of Brith Abraham-Bnai Zion; as a
Jew, both directly and generally affected by the holocaust;
as one who believes you are good for the country and who
wishes you to remain high in world esteem, please do
neither the Bitburg memorial nor the death camp visitation.
The first lowers the stature of the Presidency; the second,
as a 'balance' under pressure, demeans the memory of the
victims of a country gone mad. Together, they will blur
your image as a strong leader of decision.

Mr. President, our members and our affiliated organizations
support you, and have worked for you. But you are making
it difficult to explain some things away. For no gesture and
no apology by anyone, can speak about the unspeakable, or
forgive the unforgiveable, except the victims. It is like
forgiving the Inquisition, or the Crusades; or for the tens

of millions of Jews who died in campaigns of hate and destr-
uction in the Diaspora - more than in all the wars in history
up to WW 2,

Who forgives whom, and for what? The Jews, as a people,
never lost faith in the Lord. The ultimate judgment is His,
not yours, not the Pope's, not the Germans, not even the
Jews.

I do business with Germans. We get along rather well,

(continued on page 3)



(President Reagan..page 3)

and we assist each other, cordially, as gentlemen.

But I have difficulty being close friends, even after

40 years+ To forgive, and to forget, is an anachronism.
We must do the first. We dare not do the second.

Mr. President, my grandfather left Russia at the time
of the Kishenev massacre, and made his way with my
grandmother and my father across Europe,on to America.
When I prepared for the service in 1941, he offered me
these words:
"Never dishornor this great country.
Never dishonor your People, your family,
your name.
Never, never, honor the dishonorable',

Mr, President, we should heal the wounds with Germany.
We should be Allies against the Soviets, and partners in
commerce. We should share our bounty and exchange our
technical expertise.

But please, not at Bitburg, not any military posturing,
not mollification at Dachau or Buchenwald, not with
dramatic gestures and empty platitudes. Get rid of the
people of bad judgment who advised you and set you up
in this embarrassing and dangerous position.

And remember Grandpa. He never lied to me.

Respectfully,

Aot Fran

Robert Freeman
Grand Master
Brith Abrahams=Bnai Zion

RFfm












FANNING THE FLAM

If I could ascend the hi
mind, I would shout:

"I am most proud to be a

Indeed! I have voiced s
occasions--but never have I used t
proud to be an American?

I refer to President Reagan's controversial visit this
month to the tiny, flower-bedecked cemetery at Bitburg, West
Germany. At this final resting place for a small part of
Germany's World War II dead, our Chief Executive placed a
wreath. It was a solemn and reverential moment for the
President and his host, West Germany's Chancellor Helmut Kohl.
However, that simple act of decency and respect for the dead ig-
nited cruel and bitter condemnation of President Reagan.

Principal inciters of this ultra liberal rhetoric were
citizens of Jewish origin in Europe and the United States. Ob-
viocusly this minority faction has never forgiven its former en-
emies who perpetrated the terrible holocaust. It continues to
fan the dangerous flames of hatred. Certainly no thinking per-
son will ever blot out memories of the atrocities committed by
Adolf Hitler's Nazis during the holocaust--a deeply scarred re-
minder of man's inhumanity to man. But--that Austrian madman is
dead, and his sins against the human race are history. Why per-

petuate hatred?



This columnist served in the United States Marines in
World War II. Because of this wartime service in the Pacific,
do I hate the postwar generations of decent citizens of Japanese
origin now? Certainly not! If I did, I would be fanning the
flames of perpetual hatred.

I must admit, however, I am overly weary each year of
being reminded of the alleged mistreatment of American citizens
of Japanese origin during their wartime incarceration at
Tulelake in Northern California. This is the theme of one of
Congressman Robert Matsui's annual oratories. If any injustices
occurred during that incarceration, the blame lies with the
leaders of that day and time. No representative or senator from
the U.S. Congress takes the podium on December 7 to unleash vi-
tuperative oratory in condemnation of wartime Japan's infamous
attack on Pearl Harbor.

Face the incontrovertible facts! Under Gen. Douglas
MacArthur's supervision, the United States completely rebuilt
postwar Japan's B-29-bombed industrial plants. Why? Was it be-
cause we continued to hate the Japanese citizenry? Definitely
not!

Today the peace-~loving Japanese are providing the most
formidable competition for the American manufacturing complex.
This competition is healthy, because each country must continue
to strive to improve its products. And, after all, both the
United States and Japan are competing in the Free World's
marketplace. This is the way it should be between friends and

trading partners.



The same holds true in postwar Europe. Under the
Marshall Plan, the United States rebuilt the devastated cities
in the NATO pact countries. Today postwar Western Germany is a
trusted ally and trading partner. Would this reconstruction
miracle have been possible if American citizens had perpetuated
their hatred of the Axis leaders? Negative again.

President Reagan merits high praise for not kowtowing
to the advocates of perpetual hared. He is an honorable, com-
passionate and decent Chief Executive. He is a man of strong
convictions. Most admirably, he is patriotic and never afraid
to show the United States Flag. He is a strong President --and
history will judge him as such.

As for his critics, let them heed the admonition of
American poet Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, who in his "A Psalm of
Life," wrote:

"Let the dead past bury its dead!"

# #% #









THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 31, 1985

Dear Senator Abdnor:

M. B. Oglesby, Assistant to the President for Legislative
Affairs, asked me to respond to your May 16, 1985 letter on
behalf of your constituent, Mr. Rudolph Luedemann of
Flandreau, South Dakota. Mr. Luedemann requested information
about the cost of the President's recent trip to Germany. The
cost of that trip was paid from funds of the State Department,
and accordingly, I am unable to provide the information you
requested.

Please thank Mr. Luedemann for his interest in the President.

Sincerely,

Wuwa_

Christopher Hicks
Deputy Assistant to the President
for Administration

The Honorable James Abdnor
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510
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ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC WORKS
WASHINGTON, DC 20510 CHAIRMAN—WATER RESOURCES

TRANSPORTATION
ToxiC SUBSTANCES-ENV. OVERSIGHT
JOINT ECONOMIC—VICE CHAIRMAN
CHAIRMAN—AGRICULTURE AND TRANS.
. TRADE, PRODUCTIVITY, ECON. GROWTH

May 16, 1985

The Honorable Max Friedersdorf
Asgistant to the President
for Legislative Affairs
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Max:

Enclosed is a copy of letter from Mr. Rudolph Luedemann of
Flandreau, South Dakota inquiring about the expense involved with
the President's recent trip to Europe. Your assistance in
responding to Mr. Luedemann's inquiry would be most appreciated.

With best wishes,

United States Senator

JA/dk
Enclosure



May 10, 1985

U.S. Senator James Abdnor
L4327 Dirksen Office Buildineg
Washington, D. C. 20510

Dear Sir:

If the figures ever become available it would be most interesting to learn
Just how many taxpayer's dollars were expended on the President's ceremonial
trip to the cemetery in Germany where some Naziz are buried, and to the other

spots he visited in Eurepe.

During all the hue and cry to cut the deficit spending and in view of the
fact that social security recipients and civil service retirees and also the
military retirees are being asked to shoulder the balance of the budget cuts

it would be refreshing if the administration would also accevt some responsibility

in this matter.

The Congress also could lead the way in budget cutting if they had the will to
do so. It is not easy to sit back and watch the congress dilly, dally, and keep

on living in the same old way when everyone is supposed 1o be concerned with cutting

the nation's deficit spending.

So I for one would like to know just how many millions of dollars were sguandered on
this latest junket by the President. I would also like to see the figure placed in
the national press and on other media coverage. You know that ordinary citizens do
not have access to press coverage as do politicians. We have only one voice, at the

ballot boxland T hope that next election time everyone will get interested and

-

make their voice heard,

Sincerely,

PP 2 Ay

Rudeolrh J. Luedemann

PO Box 26L ‘
Flandreau, SD 57028












May 10, 1985

U.S. Senator James Abdnor
4,327 Dirksen Office Building
Washington, D. C., 20510

Dear Sir:

If the figures ever become available it would be most interesting to learn
Jjust how many taxpayer's dollars were expended on the President's ceremonial
trip to the cemetery in Germany where some Naziz are buried, and to the other

spots he visited ih Eurepe.

During all the hue and cry to cut the deficit spending and in view of the

fact that social security recipients and civil service retirees and also the
military retirees are being asked to shculder the balance of the budget cuts

it would be refreshing if the administration would also accept some responsibility

in this matter.

The Congress also could lead the way in budget cutting if they had the will to
do so. It is not easy to sit back and watch the congress dilly, dally, and keep
on living in the same old way when everyone is supposed to be concerned with cutting

the nation's deficit spending.

So I for one would like to know just how many millions of dollars were sguandered on
this latest junket by the President. 1 would also like to see the figure placed in

the national press and on other media coverage. You know that ordinary citizens do

not have access to press coverage as do politicians. We have only one voice, at the
ballot box,and I hope that next election time everyone will get interested and

make their voice heard.

Sincerely,

gy .

Rudolrh J. Luedemann

PO Box 26L
Flandreau, SD 57028
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May 21, 1985

M. B. Oglesby, Jr.

Assistant to the President
for Legislative Affairs

The White House

Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. Ogelsby:
Enclosed please find a letter from my
constituent Mr. Robert Levine. [ would

appreciate your assistance in forwarding it
to President Reagan.

Sincz:ely,

Mel Levine

ML:job
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

June 12, 1985

Dear Mr. Van Heest:

On behalf of President Reagan, I wish to acknowledge receipt
of the resolution adopted by the Synod of Michigan of the
Reformed Church in America regarding the President's
decision to visit the military cemebery at Bltburg, West
Germanvy.

Your sending of this statement 1s appreciated, and the views
contained in it have been communicated to the appropriate
Administration officials. I am taking the liberty of
enclosing copies of the President's speeches at Bitburg Air-
Base and the Bergen~Belsen concentration camp that you may
wish to have available for the record.

With the President's best wishes to you and to the members
of the Synod of Michigan,

Sincerely,

Anne Higgins
Special Assistant to the President
and Director of Correspondence

The Reverend Cornelius Van Heest
Center Office

Post Office Box 247

Grandville, MI 49418



*LETTER PROCESSING INFORMATION

Letter.......: JFR.850607.8

Name.........: The Reverend Cornelius Van Heest
Letter Type..: WH

Signature....: AH

ENV/LBL......: ENV

Number Pages.: 1
Number Copies: 1

Reviewer..... : MLO
Review Date..: 850611
Print Date...: June 12, 1985
Notes
-~AVH387~--

5/5/85 Remarks of the President at Bitburg and Bergen-Belsen
noteZ .......... copy outgoing for files
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FRED WICKER

CIRCUIT JUDGE ALCORN
PonroToc, Mississippi 38863 ITAWAMBA

30975 €%

COUNTIES:

LEE
MONROE
PONTOTOC

CIRCUIT COURT _ PRENTISS

TISHOMINGO
FIRST DISTRICT OF MISSISSIPPI

May 17, 1985

Honorable Ronald Reagan
President of the United States
The White House

Washington, D. C. 20515

Dear Mr. President:

Having made your visit to the cemetery at Bitburg Germany, you
are probably interested in how the general public feels about the
matter.

As one who was barely 20 years old when I landed in Normandy and
returned to New York City on December 25, 1945, my personal feelings
are that it was a very fine act on your part and one that needed to
be done. When a nation has been defeated, why should the wvictor not
be magnanimous? What reasonable product of Judeo~Christian Civilization
could possibly find fault with the placing of a wreath in a cemetery
filled with the war dead of the erstwhile foe. This would be part-
icularly true as to West Germany, now our staunchest ally.

I have not been out of Mississippi since the news media started
the furor but have been in several areas of this state. This brought
me into contact with a fair cross section of the population and, frankly,
the subject was never mentioned until I brought it up out of curiosity
about the general attitude and reaction. Invariably the attitude of
the others present was the same as mine.

Yours was a noble gesture and when the voices of the small souled
critics have died away you will be vindicated in the minds of people
of good will everywhere and hailed for it when the history of this
time is finally written.

When the Senate and House of Representatives, frightened and
excited by the press, were requesting that you change your plans, I
was fearful that you would do so. I realize now that I was doing you
a disservice in harboring such doubts. 'What went ye out into the
wilderness for to see? A reed shaken in the wind?" Matthew 11:7

Congratulations for doing the right thing.

Sincerely,

~Thod LU Leher—









THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

June 24, 1985

MEMORANDUM FOR DANIEL J. ENGLER
STAFF ASSISTANT
OFFICE OF WHITE HOUSE CORRESPONDENCE

FROM: JOHN G. ROBERTS W
ASSOCIATE COUNS TO THE PRESIDENT
SUBJECT: Proposed Letters to Judge Fred Wicker

and Judge Samuel Rosenstein

Counsel's Office has reviewed the above-referenced proposed
letters to judges, and finds no objection to them from a
legal perspective. Thank you for submitting them for our
clearance.









THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

June 18, 1985

Dear Judge Wicker:

Thank you very much for your kind message. 1 am
most grateful for your generous words. They mean
a great deal to me, especially in view of your own
wartime experience.

It seems to me we achieved something most unusual
forty years ago. Back through history, wars were
settled in such a way they planted the seeds for
the next war. The hatreds and rivalries remained.
Not this time. Here it is four decades later and
our erstwhile enemies are our staunchest friends
and allies,

Again, my thanks to you and very best wishes.

Sincerely,

The Honorable Fred Wicker
Circuit Judge
Circuit Court
Pontotoc, Mississippi 38863
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May 17, 1985

Honorable Ronald Reagan
President of the United States
The White House

Washington, D. C. 20515

Dear Mr. President:

Having made your visit to the cemetery at Bitburg Germany, you
are probably interested in how the general public feels about the
matter.

As one who was barely 20 years old when I landed in Normandy and
returned to New York City on December 25, 1945, my personal feelings
are that it was a very fine act on your part and one that needed to
be done. When a nation has been defeated, why should the victor not
be magnanimous? What reasonable product of Judeo-Christian Civilization
could possibly find fault with the placing of a wreath in a cemetery
filled with the war dead of the erstwhile foe. This would be part-
icularly true as to West Germany, now our staunchest ally.

I have not been out of Mississippi since the news media started
the furor but have been in several areas of this state. This brought
me into contact with a fair cross section of the population and, frankly,
the subject was never mentioned until I brought it up out of curiosity
about the general attitude and reaction. Invariably the attitude of
the others present was the same as mine. ’

Yours was a noble gesture and when the voices of the small souled
critics have died away you will be vindicated in the minds of people
of good will everywhere and hailed for it when the history of this
time is finally written.

When the Senate and House of Representatives, frightened and
excited by the press, were requesting that you change your plans, I
was fearful that you would do so. I realize now that I was doing you
a disservice in harboring such doubts. '"What went ye out into the
wilderness for to see? A reed shaken in the wind?" Matthew 11:7

Congratulations for doing the right thing.

Sincerely,

~:7rced, L wehon —
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SUPREME OFFICE ¢ COLUMBUS PLAZA ¢ NEW HAVEN, CONNECTICUT 06507 e (203> 772-2130

(
VIRGIL C. DECHANT
SUPREME KNIGHT

May 21, 1885

The Honorable Ronald Reagan
President of the United States
The White House

Washingten, D.C. 20500

Dear President Reagan:

On Sunday, May 20, I had a visit from the Most Reverend Paul J. Cordes, Vice
President of the Pontifical Council for the Laity at the Vatican and consultor to
several other major bodies in Rome. Bishop Cordes is also a former Auxiliary Bishop
of the diccese of Paderborn in Germany.

Among our discussions he pointed out how muech your visit to Germany meant to the
German people and expressed the satisfaction they had concerning all aspects of your
visit, including the stop at Bitburg. He said that your reputation as a great
statesman was enhanced by this trip.

Given the controversy surrounding the short visit to the cemetery in Bitburg, I
thought you would want to know of this positive assessment by a man who not only
is highly placed in the Vatican but who also is a citizen of West Germany.

6Ll r

Virgil Dechant
Suprerffe Knight

With best wishes and regards, I am,

Respectfully,

VCD/ef









June 18, 1985

Dear Virgil:

Many thanks for letting me know about Bishop Paul J.
Cordes' support for my trip to Germany, including the
stop at Bitburg. It is refreshing to know that such a
leader of the Catholic Church saw my trip as an attempt
at reconcilliation. Since His Excellency is a citizen
of West Germany, I particularly value his opinion on
this subject.

Sincerely,

s/ RONALD REAGAN

Mr., Virgil Dechant
Supreme Knight
Knights of Columbus
Columbus Plaza
New Haven, CT 06507
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VIRGIL C. DECHANT
SUPREME KNIGHT

May 21, 1985

The Honorable Ronald Reagan
President of the United States
The White House

Washingten, D.C. 20500

Dear President Reagan:

On Sunday, May 20, I had a visit from the Most Reverend Paul J. Cordes, Vice
President of the Pontifical Council for the Laity at the Vatican and consultor to
several other major bodies in Rome. Bishop Cordes is also a former Auxiliary Bishop
of the diocese of Paderborn in Germany.

Among our discussions he pointed out how much your visit to Germany meant to the
German people and expressed the satisfaction they had concerning all aspects of your
visit, including the stop at Bitburg. He said that your reputation ag a great
statesman was enhanced by this trip.

Given the controversy surrounding the short visit to the cemetery in Bitburg, I
thought you would want to know of this positive assessment by a man who not only
is highly placed in the Vatican but who also is a citizen of West Germany.

Ll r

Virgil Dechant
Suprerfe Knight

With best wishes and regards, I am,

Respectfully,

VCD/ef
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VIRGIL C. DECHANT
SUPREME KNIGHT

May 21, 1985

The Honorable Ronald Reagan
President of the United States
The White House

Washingten, D.C. 20500

Dear President Reagan:

On Sunday, May 20, I had a visit from the Most Reverend Paul J. Cordes, Vice
President of the Pontifical Council for the Laity at the Vatican and consultor to
several other major bodies in Rome. Bishop Cordes is also a former Auxiliary Bishop

of the diocese of Paderborn in Germany.

Among our discussions he pointed out how much your visit to Germany meant to the
German people and expressed the satisfaction they had concerning all aspects of your
visit, including the stop at Bitburg. He said that your reputation a§ a great
statesman was enhanced by this trip.

Given the controversy surrounding the short visit to the cemetery in Bitburg, I
thought you would want to know of this positive assessment by a man who not only
is highly placed in the Vatican but who also is a citizen of West Germany.

G lder

Virgil Dechant
Suprerfe Knight

With best wishes and regards," I am,

Respectfully,

VCD/cf





