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June 21, 1985 

Dear General Story: 

President Reagan has asked me to acknowledge your message 
and your deep concern. I can assure you that the President 
understands the sense of personal pain you expressed as a 
combat veteran regarding the President's decision to visit 
the German cemetery at Bitburg. I regret the delay in this 
response. 

As I am sure you know, the President spoke at Bitburg Air 
Base on May 5 of his regret that his visit had reopened old 
wounds in what should be a time of healing. The President 
made clear, however, that the reconciliation which he sought 
in no way diminishes our love and honor for those who fought 
and died for our country. Nor does it mean forgetting or 
forgiving either the terrible crime of the Holocaust or the 
evil deeds of the SS whose crimes, the President said, "must 
rank among the most heinous in human history." 

Because of your concern, I am sending you the enclosed full 
transcripts of the President's remarks at the Bergen-Belsen 
Concentration Camp and at Bitburg Air Base. 

With the President's best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

Anne Higgins 
Special Assistant to the President 

and Director of Correspondence 

MGen Harold R. Story, USA (Ret.) 
SR-13 Algonkian Court 
Ky-y Hawk, NC 27949 

~closures 
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President Ronald Reagan 

Commander in Chief 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear President Reagan, 

SR-13 Algonkian Court 

Kitty Hawk, N.C.27949 

April 29, 1985 

I urge you to cancel your visit to Bitburg 
Cemetary, on May 5, 1985. 

As a you~g army officer, in 1945, I saw the 
- - -

inhuman acts administered by the Waffen SS at 

Dachau and Buchenwald. Their murderous conduct 
can not be honored by our country's flag or the 

flag of the presidency. I can find no justification 

for this site selection and I ask you to reconsider. 

The people who elected and honored you to be 

our President for a second time, do not approve of 

this gesture. 

Respectfully, 

/f::::f. Go.tp 
MGen. AUS (Ret.) 
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Dear Vnj1\_eV: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 14, 1985 

-turrnrr fr isqy,,er o-r war o,..&.. ~ 
yela-fi 11 e ~ +lto~ <,Jlto ~rHl,,eA.. , .,..._ 
~e -1..folo C3u sf, 

President Reagan has asked me to acknowledge your message 
and your deep concern. I can assure you that the President 
understands the sense of personal pain you expressedAas a A 
~emsat 'r9toFaR regarding the President's decision to' visit 
the German cemetery at Bitburg. I regret the delay in this 
response. 

As I am sure you know, the President spoke at Bitburg Air 
Base on May 5 of his regret that his visit had reopened old 
wounds in what should be a time of healing. The President 
made clear, however, that the reconciliation which he sought 
in no way diminishes our love and honor for those who fought 
and died for our country. Nor does it mean forgetting or 
forgiving either the terrible crime of the Holocaust or the 
evil deeds of the SS whose crimes, the President said, "must 
rank among the most heinous in human history." 

Because of your concern, I am sending you the enclosed full 
transcripts of the President's remarks at the Bergen-Belsen 
Concentration Camp and at Bitburg Air Base. 

With the President's best wishes, 

Vinside addressV 

Enclosures 

AVH:CAD:AVH: 
ConBB2 (AVHNON) 

Sincerely, 

Anne Higgins . 
Special Assistant to the President 

and Director of Correspondence 

(6/10/85) 
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Brith Abraham-Bnai Zion 
ORGANIZED 1887 tJ,I ( 

p1 ., 
AMERICA-ISRAEL FRIENDSHIP HOUSE 

136 EAST 39TH STREET 
CH A RTERED lftlO 

NATIONAL OFFICERS 
Robert S. Freeman 

Grand Master 
S. Charles Salzer 

Vice Grand Master 
George 0 . Arkin 
Grand Secretary 

Ellis J. Meyerson 
Grand Treasurer 

Bernie Orlow 
Grand Trustee 

Joseph M. Levin 
Deputy Grand Secretary 

Ida Brinn 
President , Woman's Council 

PAST GRAND MASTERS 

Harold O.N. Frankel 
George 0 . Arkin 
Louis G. Baurer 
Henry H. Tator 

EllisJ. MeyerSOR 
Albert S. Norman 

Samuel F. Schwag 
Saul Davis 

Herbert E. Fink 

DEPUTY GRAND MASTERS 

Joseph M. Levin 

New York 
Benjamin Rothstein 

Brooklyn 
Leon Weshnak 

New Jersey 
Herbert Siegal 
Pennsylvania 

MauriceH. Kaufman 
Massachusetts 

NEW YORK, N.Y. 10016 
(212) 725-1211 

April 1 6, 1 985 

The Honorable Ronald Reagan 
President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

With all the media coverage, you hardly require additional 
comment regarding your proposed visit to honor the German 
dead at Bitburg . Then, to an extermination camp, for 
'balance'. Y ou are in a situation in which you can gain 
nothing, but where you may lose a great deal of support 
from large segments of Americans, and even from our 
Allies w ith considerable war dead. 

I have some strong reasons for writing to you. I am the 
head of a l arge Jewish organization and that is my first 
area of concern . A great many of our members are 
survivors of various death camps and have lost many of 
their family members in them . Many of our own close 
family perished at Treblinka and Auschwitz . Most of the 
camps and much of the trappings of the barbarism used 
there have been hastily removed after the war, but not 
before thorough photo and witness documentat ion by Allied 
Forces i.n the liberation . 

Secondly, in 1944 I was a B-24 heavy bomber pilot . My 
aircraft sustained severe flak damage over the target in 
Germany, then was hit by ME-109's. I descended from 
bombing altitude with two engines out, to a rocky area 
just west of Zagreb, and be Hy-landed . We had two dead, 
two badly wounded, the rest of my crew of 1 0 suffering 

v ' flak injuries in varying degrees . But everyone, including 
myself, was bleeding . The Germans had followed the smoke 
trail : waiting for us at the site were two half- tracks and 
a truck, fully man ned, with an SS officer in charge. We 
were savage ly treate_d and thro':!"n into the truck with a 
brutality that exacerbated our injuries and murdered my 
two seri'?_usly ~ ounded crewmen . · For having detonated my 
Norden bombsight which I was required to do as lead pilot, 
and to keep it out of the hands of the enemy, the SS officer 
knocked out three of my teeth with his luger . Later, I was 

( continued on page 2) 
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separated from my crew, for questioning, and I never 
saw any of them again. 

I would wish that anyone who doubts the brute ferocity 
of the Germans of that era, should enjoy the experience 
of interrogation by the SS . 

I escaped, met up with a group of Partisans who led me 

CH AR T E RED 1810 

at night through 250 miles of enemy territory to an advanced 
British position. Back at my base, I could barely wait to 
get out of the hospital and return to flying status. 

There were so many Germans who needed killing. 

Mr. President, as one personally involved with German 
soldiers and German civilians; asa member of the D .A.V.; 
as the Grand Master of Brith Abraham-Bnai Zion; as a 
Jew, both directly and generally affected by the holocaust; 
as one who be li.eves you are good for the country and who 
wishes you to remain high in world esteem, please do 
ne ither the Bitburg memorial nor the death camp visitation . 
The first lowers the stature of the Presidency; the second, 
as a 'balance' under pressure, demeans the memory of the 
victims of a country gone mad. Together, they will blur 
your image as a strong leader of decision. 

Mr. President, our members and our affiliated organizat ions 
support you, and have worked for you . But you are making 
it difficu lt to explain some things away . For no gesture and 
no apology by anyone, can speak about the unspeakable, or 
forgive the unforgiveable, except the victims . It is like 
forgiving the Inquis ition, or the Crusades; or for the tens 
of millions of Jews who died in campaigns of hate and destr 
uction in the Diaspora - more than in all the wars in history 
up to ·WW 2 . 

Who forgives whom, and for what? The Jews, as a people, 
never lost faith in the Lord . The u ltimate judgment is His, 
not yours, not the Pope 's, not the Germans, not even the 
Jews. 

I do business with Germans . We get along rather well, 

( continued on page 3) 
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and we assist each other, cordially, as gentlemen. 
But I have difficulty being close friends , even after 
40 years• To forgive, and to forget, is an anachronism. 
We must do the first • We dare not do the second • 

Mr. President, my grandfather left Russia at the ti.me 
of the Ki.shenev massacre, and made his way with my 
grandmother and my father across Europe, on to America. 
When I prepared for the service in 1941, he offered me 
these words: 

"Never dishonor this great country. 
Never dishonor your People, your family, 

your name. 
Never , never, honor the dishonorable". 

Mr. President, we should heal the wounds with Germany. 
We should be Allies against the Soviets, and partners in 
commerce. We should share our bounty and exchange our 
technical expertise, 

But please , not at Bi.tburg , not any military posturing, 
not mollification at Dachau or Buchenwald, not with 
dramatic gestures and empty platitudes. Get rid of the 
people of bad judgment who advised you and set you up 
in this embarrassing and dangerous position . 

And remember Grandpa. He never lied to me. 

Respectfully, 

f<W~ 
Robert Freeman 
Grand Master 
Brith Abraham-Bnai Zion 

RF:fm 

ORGANIZED 1908 

CHARTERED 1910 



ID# 304601 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

CORRESPONDENCE TRACKH1G WORKSHEET 

INCOMING 

DATE RECEIVED: MAY 20, 1985 

NA~~E OF CORRESPONDENT: MR. JEFFERSON D. YOHN 

SUBJECT: WRITES IN SUPPORT OF TRIP TO BITBURG AND 
REQUESTS AUTOGRAPHED PHOTOGRAPH 

ACTION DISPOSITION 

ROUTE TO: ACT DATE TYPE C COMPLETED 
OFFiCE/AGENCY (STAFF NAME) CODE YY / Ml'l"/DD RESP D YY/MM/DD 

COMMUt1ICATIONS ORG 85/05/20 C: g--5 P7 I _!3 
REFERRAL NOTE: ATTENTION: SUE MATHIS 

_/_/_ - _/_/_ 
REFERRAL NOTE: 

_/_/_ _/_/_ 
REFERRAL NOTE: _ /_/_ I _/ _ 
REFERRAL NOTE: 

----------REFERRAL NOTF: 

CO!'l"MENTS: 

ADDITIONAL CORRESPONDENTS: MEDIA:L INDIVIDUAL CODES: 

MI MAIL USER CODES: (A) ( B) ( C) ------ ------ ------

********************************************************************* 
*ACTION CODES: 
* 

*DISPOSITION CODES: 

* 
*A-APPROPRIATE ACTION *A-ANSWERED 
*C-COMMENT/RECOM *B-NON-SPEC-REFERRAL 
*D-DRAFT RESPONSE *C-COMPLETED 
*F-FURNISH FACT SHEET *S-SUSPENDEP 
*I-INFO COPY/NO ACT NEC* 
*R-DIFECT REPLY W/COPY * 
*S~FOR-SIGNATURF * 
*X-INTERIM REPLY * 

*OUTGOING * 
* CORRESPONDENCE: * 
*TYPE RESP=INITIALS * 
* OF SIGNER * 
* CODE= A * 
*COMPLETED= DATE OF * 
* OUTGOING* 
* 
* 
* 

* 
* 
* 

********************************************************************* 

REFER QUESTIONS AND ROUTING UPDATES TO CENTRAL REFERENCE 
(ROOM 75,OEOB) EXT. 2590 
KEEP THIS WORKSHEET ATTACHED TO THE ORIGINAL INCOMING 
LETTER AT ALL TIMES AND SEND COMPLETED RECORD TO RECORDS 
MAt1AGEMENT. 

~9 



CALIFORNIA 

ASSOCIATION 

May 18, 1985 

The Honorable Ronald Reagan 
President 
The United States of America 
The White House 
Washington, District of Columbia 

Dear Mr. President: 

of HIGHWAY 

PATROLMEN 

I salute you, Sir, for making the trip to Bitburg. It required 
great courage to demonstrate your innermost feelings. You, 
President Reagan, have inspired millions around this troubled 
planet to stand foursquare and perpetuate God-given freedoms. 

Because of your great patriotism as demonstrated by your daily 
deeds, there has been a conspicuous return by the American 
citizenry to a greater love of country, the home and our funda
mental belief in Almighty God. 

Thank you, too, for visiting the graves at Normandy. Thank you 
also for commemorating the return of Vietnam's Unknown Warrior. 

/

Enclosed for your perusal is my weekly column that appears in 
The Elk Grove Citizen. It relates to your journey to Bitburg. 
May God continue to bless you, Nancy and your staff. 

I request an autogra bed (to Jeff and Martha) photograph of you 
on horseback at your ranch. ,. __ .. __ ----

Respectfully, 

~efferson D.Yohn 
Editor, The APB 
2030 V Street, Sacramento, CA 95818 
P.O. Box No. 161209, Sacramento, CA 95816 Phone (916) 452-6751 



JEFFERSON D. VOHN 
APB Editor 

California Association 
of 

Highway Patrolmen .. 

2030 V Street 
Sacramento, CA 95818 
Phone (916) 452-6751 



FANNING THE FLAMES OF HATRED 

If I could ascend the highest mountain and speak my 

mind, I would shout: 

"I am most proud to be an American!" 

Indeed! I have voiced such pride on countless 

occasions- - but never have I used the adverb "most." Why am I so 

proud to be an American? 

I refer to President Reagan's controversial visit this 

month to the tiny, flower-bedecked cemetery at Bitburg, West 

Germany. At this final resting place for a small part of 

Germany's World War II dead, our Chief Executive placed a 

wreath. It was a solemn and reverential moment for the 

President and his host, West Germany's Chancellor Helmut Kohl. 

However, that simple act of decency and respect for the dead ig

nited cruel and bitter condemnation of President Reagan. 

Principal inciters of this ultra liberal rhetoric were 

citizens of Jewish origin in Europe and the United States. Ob

viously this minority faction has never forgiven its former en

emies who perpetrated the terrible holocaust. It continues to 

fan the dangerous flames of hatred. Certainly no thinking per

son will ever blot out memories of the atrocities committed by 

Adolf Hitler's Nazis during the holocaust--a deeply scarred re

minder of man's inhumanity to man. But--that Austrian madman is 

dead, and his sins against the human race are history. Why per

petuate hatred? 



This columnist served in the United States Marines in 

World War II. Because of this wartime service in the Pacific, 

do I hate the postwar generations of decent citizens of Japanese 

origin now? Certainly not! If I did, I would be fanning the 

flames of perpetual hatred. 

I must admit, however, I am overly weary each year of 

being reminded of the alleged mistreatment of American citizens 

of Japanese origin during their wartime incarceration at 

Tulelake in Northern California. This is the theme of one of 

Congressman Robert Matsui's annual oratories. If any injustices 

occurred during that incarceration, the blame lies with the 

leaders of that day and time. No representative or senator from 

the U.S. Congress takes the podium on December 7 to unleash vi

tuperative oratory in condemnation of wartime Japan's infamous 

attack on Pearl Harbor. 

Face the incontrovertible facts! Under Gen. Douglas 

MacArthur's supervision, the United States completely rebuilt 

postwar Japan's B-29- bombed industrial plants. Why? Was it be

cause we continued to hate the Japanese citizenry? Definitely 

not! 

Today the peace-loving Japanese are providing the most 

formidable competition for the American manufacturing complex. 

This competition is healthy, because each country must continue 

to strive to improve its products. And, after all, both the 

United States and Japan are competing in the Free World's 

marketplace. This is the way it should be between friends and 

trading partners. 



The same holds true in postwar Europe. Under the 

Marshall Plan, the United States rebuilt the devastated cities 

in the NATO pact countries. Today postwar Western Germany is a 

trusted ally and trading partner. Would this reconstruction 

miracle have been possible if American citizens had perpetuated 

their hatred of the Axis leaders? Negative again. 

President Reagan merits high praise for not kowtowing 

to the advocates of perpetual hared. He is an honorable, com

passionate and decent Chief Executive. He is a man of strong 

convictions. Most admirably, he is patriotic and never afraid 

to show the United States Flag. He is a strong President --and 

history will judge him as such. 

As for his critics, let them heed the admonition of 

American poet Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, who in his "A Psalm of 

Life," wrote: 

"Let the dead past bury its dead!" 

# ## # 



Fanning th~ flames of.hatred. 
If I could ascend the highe~t mountain and speak my 

mind. I would shout: , 
··1 am most proud to be an American!" 
Indeed! I have voiced such pride on countless 

occas ions--but never have I used the adverb '·most." 
Why am I so proud to be an American? . _ . _ 

I refer to Pre~ident Reagan ·s controversial v1s1t this 
month to the tiny. llower-bede.cked cemetery at Bitburg, 
West Ge rmany. At this final resting place for a small 
part of Germany's World War II dead. our Chief Ex-. 
1.:1.:utive placed a wreath. It was a ~ntemn and reverenu~t 
moment for the President and his host. West Germany s 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl. Howev~r. that simple act of 
decency and respect for ·the dead ignited ·c ruel and bitter 
1.:ondemnation of President Reagan. · : 

Prin.:ipal inciter, of this ultra liberal rhetoric_ were 
citizens of Jewish origin in Europe and the United ·States . . 
Obviously this minority faction has never forgiven its . 
former enemies who perpetrated the terr ible holocaust._ It 
.continues to fan the dangerous flames of hatred. -Ccrtatn
ly no thinking person will ever blot out mem·orie_s of the 
atrocit ics rnmmittcd by Adolf Hitler's Nazis during the . 
holocaust--a deeply scarred rerninder of man ·s inhum_ani.~, 
ty to man. But--that Austrian madm~n is dead·. and his 
~ins against the human race arc history. ~hy perpctuat.e 
hatred'! 

• , > 

This rnlumnist served .in the United States Marines in 
World War II. Because of this wartime ~ervice in the · 
Padfic. do· I hate the postwar generations of d,ecent . 
citizens of Japanese origin now? Certainly- not! .If I 'did, I 
wou ld be_ fanning the tl<1me~ of perpetual hatred. · · . . 

1,11.,u~~ .admit. howi.war. I am -~ve~ly, w~ry eac_h•:Y_~a~ of 
bdng. re.miodcd of the alleged mistreatment ~f A_mer-1can - · 
citizens of Japanese origin during their -~ilrt l_me m~ . 
carceration at Tulelake in Northern Calttorma. This 1s 
the theme nf one of Congressman Robert Matsui's annual 
oratories. If any injust ices occurred-during that i~car~era◄ 
tiun·. the blame lies with the leaders of that day and time. 
N:o representative or senator from the U.S . C~ng~ess . 
·takes the podium on Decemhcr 7 to unleash vnupera11ve 
matory in ,ondemnation of wartime Japan's infamous at
tac·k on Pearl Harbor . 

Through wk .: 
~•Gla~s f! ··: 
Darkly kw 

1
_~

11
; ::;;,J.L.t1t71rc~r:f -: -5£½ 

Face the incontrovertible facts! Under Gen. Douglas 
·MacArthur's supervision, the United States completely . 
rebuilt postwar Japan ' s B-29-bombed industrial plants. __ _ . 
Why'! Was it because we continued to .hate the Japane~e ·· '· 
citizenr.y? Definitely not! · · . · , 

Today the peace-loving Japanese arc providing the ·'. ·•' 
most formidable competition for the ._American rnanufac-

• turing .complex . This competition is healthy. because 
each country must continue to ~trive tu improve its pro•. . 
ducts. And. after all . both the Unit~d States and .Japan : __ :. 
are competing in the Free World's marketplace. This is 

· the way it should be between friends. "and tr~ding 
partners . .. · .. 

The sa111c holds true in postwar Europe. Under the 
Marshall Plan. the Unitt;d States rebuilt the de vastated 
cities in the NA TO pact countries .. Today postwar 
Western Germany is a trusted ally, and trading partner. .. 
Would 'this ·reconstruction miracle have been possible if 
American dtizens had perpetuated their hatred of' the 
Axis lead~rs? Negative _agai_l\, ~. , ,

1
, ,. , . ,. , -,,,.,. _.' , 

Fresident Reagan ment/i ll.1glr12ra1se fo'. not kow!o-.ying·, 
to the advocates of perpetual hatre.d. He 1s an. honorabli;:, 
compassionate .and decent Chief Executive. He -is a-m~~ 
of strong convictions. Most admir;ibly, he is patriotic and 
never afraid to show the United States Ffag. He il\ a 
strong President -- and hist.ory-7.-will j udge him as. such . 

As for his critics. let them )teed the admonition -of 
American poet Henry Wadsworth Longfellow. who in his , 
"At Psalm of Life. " wrote: ' ·, •, ,.;· • 

· :Let the dead past bury its dead! '" 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 31, 1985 

Dear Senator Abdnor: 

M. B. Oglesby, Assistant to the President for Legislative 
Affairs, asked me to respond to your May 16, 1985 letter on 
behalf of your constituent, Mr. Rudolph Luedemann of 
Flandreau, South Dakota. Mr. Luedemann requested information 
about the cost of the President's recent trip to Germany. The 
cost of that trip was paid from funds of the State Department, 
and accordingly, I am unable to provide the information you 
requested. 

Please thank Mr. Luedemann for his interest in the President. 

The Honorable James Abdnor 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

Sincerely, 

Christopher Hicks 
Deputy Assistant to the President 
for Administration 



May 23 , 1985 

ih~nk 7ou for your May 16 l_tter o., _ehalf 
o: your conetituant , Kr . Rudalp1 Lu~dw~ann , 
r~garding tho cost of thd _r~sidun t _ trip 
to :.:ur• pe . 

1.:._~2se ssur~d h<;'.t t.t1is corr .spond n ~e 
h s b·~·,..n rtl~yed t.O th;J -p9r p:ri~t. 
.-,.dm.ini,t.r ... t·on Qff..:c.i l"" in - rder th t 
youir- o.y r~coiv .. , turtl e-c- at:.t . it.lo:1 .. 

With best 1i~hes , 

~ Ogli:! b~. # :r. 
AHEiGt nt to the Prd c id ~t 

·rh _ Hr :lor~.bla J ... ml:S 1 dnor. 
Uni t.ed ta tr __ , Sen · U-: 

_,h.L.gt,.n, D.C. 21J510 

cc: w/ cop',! of L,c to hrL-; tH ,kr; 
- f(~ DIREC r~sro~ae 



j AMES ABDNOR 
<:~un< DAKOTA 

SI ,_., , HA.OT ~ ESATE OFFICE BUILDING 

12021 224-2321 

TOu..fREE Hl00-952-0018 tlnitcd ~tares ~cnatr 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

May 16, 

The Honorable Max Friedersdorf 
Assistant to the President 
for Legislative Affairs 

The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Max: 

1985 

COMMITTEES: 

APPROPRIA TION S 

CHAIRM AN- TRE AS URY, USPS, G,N . GOVT. 

AGR ICULTURE 

[ Nrnr;v ANO WATER DEVELOPM[NT 

HU D-INOEP>NDENT AGENCIES 

T RANSPORTATION 

ENVI RONMENT A ND PU B LI C WORKS 

CH AIRMAN-WATER RESOURCES 

T RANSPORTATION 

TOXIC SUBSTANCES-ENV. OVERSIGHT 

JOINT ECONOMIC- VICE CH AIRMAN 

CHAIRMAN-AGR ICULTURE AND TRAN S. 

TR ADE, PRODUCTIVITY, ECON. GROWTH 

Enclosed is a copy of letter from Mr. Rudolph Luedema.nn of 
Flandreau, South Dakota inquiring about the expense involved with 
the President's recent trip to Europe. Your assistance in 
responding to Mr. Luedemann's inquiry would be most appreciated. 

With best wishes, 

JA/dk 
Enclosure 

United States Senator 



U.S. Senator Jame s Abdnor 
4327 Dirksen Office Building 
Washington, D. C. 20510 

Dear Sir: 

}fay 10, l 9RS 

If the figures ever become available it would be most interesting to learn 

just how many taxpayer's dollars were expended on the President's ceremonial 

trip to the cemetery in Germany where some Naziz are buried, and to the other 

spots he visited in Europe. 

During all the hue and cry to cut the deficit soen-:iing and in view of the 

fact that social security recipients and civil service retirees and also the 

military retirees are being asked to shoulder the balance of the bu~~et cuts 

it would be refreshing if the administration vmuld also accept some responsibility 

in this matter. 

The Congress also could lead the way in buiget cutting if they had the will to 

do so. It is not easy to sit back and watch th~ congress dilly, dally, and keep 

on living in the same old way when everyone is supposed to be concerned with cutting 

the na~ion 1 s deficit spending. 

So I for one would like to know just how many millions of dollars were squandered on 

this latest junket by the President. I would al~o like to see the fi~ure placed in 

the national press and on other media coverage. You know that ordinary citizens do 

not have access to press coverage as do politicians. We have only one voice, at the 

ballot box,and I hope that next election ti~e everyone will get interested and 

make their voice heard. 

Sincerely, / 

~LPc;tc2,-~~ 
Rudolph J. Luedemann 
PO Box 264 
Flandreau, SD 57026 
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TRANSPORTATION 

tf} 0 
May 16, 1985 

The Honorable Max Friedersdorf 
Assistant to the President 
for Legislative Affairs 

The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Max: 

TOXIC SUBSTANCES-ENV. OVERSIGHT 

JOINT ECONOMIC-VICE CHAIRMAN 

CHAIRMAN-AGRICULTURE AND TRANS. 

TRADE, PRODUCTIVITY, ECON. GROWTH 

Enclosed is a copy of letter from Mr. Rudolph Luedemann of 
Flandreau, South Dakota inquiring about the expense involved with 
the President's recent trip to Europe. Your assistance in 
responding to Mr. Luedemann's inquiry would be most appreciated. 

With best wishes, 

JA/dk 
Enclosure 

United States Senator 
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U.S. Senator James Abdnor 
4327 Dirksen Office Buildin~ 
Washington, D. C. 20510 

Dear Sir: 

May 10, 1955 

If the figures ever become available it would be most interestin~ to learn 

just how many taxpayer's dollars were expended on the President's ceremonial 

trip to the cemetery in Germany where some Naziz are buried, and to the other 

spots he visited in Eurepe. 

During all the hue and cry to cut the deficit spendinis and in view of the 

fact that social security recipients and civil service retirees and also the 

military retirees are being asked to shoulder the balance of the budget cuts 

it would be refreshing if the administration would also accept some responsibility 

in this matter. 

The Congress also could lead the way in budget cutting if they had the will to 

do so. It is not easy to sit back and watch the· congress dilly, dally, and keep 

on living in the same old way when everyone is supposed 1,0 be concerned with cutting 

the nation's deficit spending. 

So I for one would like to know just how many millions of dollars were squandered on 

this latest junket by the President. I would also like to see the figure placed in 

the national press and on other media coverage. You know that ordinary citizens do 

not have access to press coverage as do politicians. We have only one voice, at the 

ballot box and I hope that next election tine everyone will get interested and 
I 

make their voice heard. 

~;;;;✓~~ 
Rudolph J. Luedemann 
PO Box 26h 
Flandreau, SD 57026 

. l 
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COMMITTEES: 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT 
OPERATIONS 
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MEL LEVINE 
27TH DISTRICT, CALIFORNIA 

3a'-l,~I 
- :: WASHINS.TON ofF1cE: 

602 CANNON HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, 0.C. 20515 
TELEPHONE: 202-225-6451 

-----DISTRICT OFFICE: 

6250 WEST CENTURY 80ULEVAAD 

SUITE 447 
Los ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90045 

TELEPHONE: 213-215-2035 

213-393-4135 (SANTA MONICA) 
213-737-6393 

t{) May 21, 1985 

M. B. Oglesby, Jr. 
Assistant to the President 

for Legislative Affairs 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. Ogelsby: 

Enclosed please find a letter from my 
constituent Mr. Robert Levine. I would 
appreciate your assistance in forwarding it 
to President Reagan. 

Siz;L 
Mel Levine 

ML: job 

THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPER MADE WITH RECYCLED FIBERS 





ID# 304747 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

CORRESPONDENCE TRACKING WORKSHEFT 

INCOMING 

DATE RECEIVED: MAY 23, 1985 

NAME OF CORRESPO~TDENT: 'I'J-TE HONORABLE GERALD B. SOLOMmJ 

SUBJECT: ENCLOSES LETTER FROM H. T. 0' BRIAN, TROY, ~TEW ---YORK SUPPORTING THE PRESIDENT'S VISIT TO THE 
BITBURG CEMETERY AND REQUESTS A REPLY 

ACTION DISPOSITION 

ROUTE TO: ACT DATE TYPE C COMPLETED 
OFFICE/AGENCY (STAFF NAME) CODE YY/MM/DD RESP D YY/MM/DD 

M. B. OGLESBY 
REFERRAL NOTE: 

ORG 85/05/23 (l t L ) 4 ~ 6'{i,3_fj A~ 
_ !_!_ - _/_/ _ 

REFERRAL NOTE: 
_ !_/_ - _/_/ _ 

REFERRAL NOTE: _ /_/_ _!_! _ 
REFERRAL NOTE: _ /_/_ _/_/ _ 
REFERRAL ~TOTE: 

COMMFNTS: ---------------------------------

ADDITIONAL CORRESPONDENTS: MEDIA:L INDIVIDUAL CODES: 1240 

MAIL USEP CODES: (A) ( B) ( C) ------ ------ ------

********************************************************************* 
*ACTION CODES: 

* 
*DISPOSITION CODES: 

* 
*OUTGOING 
* CORRESPONDENCE: 

* 
* 

*A-APPROPRIATE ACTION *A-ANSWERED *TYPE RESP=INITIALS * 
*C-Cm.1MENT/RECOM *B-NON-SPEC-REFERRAL * OF SIGNER * 
*D-DRAFT RESPONSE *C-COMPLETED * CODE= A * 
*F-FURNISH FACT SHEET *S-SUSPENDED *COMPLETED= DATE OF * 
*I-INFO COPY/NO ACT NEC* * OUTGOING* 
*R-DIRECT REPLY W/COPY * * * 
*S-FOR-SIGNATURE * * * 
*X-INTERIM REPLY * * * 
********************************************************************* 

REFER QUESTIONS AND POUTING UPDATES TO CENTRAL REFERENCE 
(ROOM 79,OEOB) EXT. 2590 
KEEP THIS WORKSHEET ATTACHED TO ']'FE ORIGINAL HTCOt>~ING 
LETTER AT ALL TIMES AND SEND COMPLETED RECORD TO RECORDS 
MA~1AGFMENT. 



'i'ivink. ·'CU ;:'i:·r ·:1...,\u lei.t:~r 0..: H~ . i~ 
"" .1c.~''.i!.>L·i1 .::;. \·c, ,.' cf 1 lr-<d::-•;· .r~)H' M:t . P.: . 

o•_•3t"J.:.:'~l , ;J:·::n;-,~c; ,in, h-~~ '.'.~upp,n:t -fo.: t. i .. ! 
Pr,::·.J.!.:1::·,,t i :, ~;.;. :.:it t-.o t.he d-ltbur:J t.:-1·<,,~t.~r.:1 ,. 

Yc,u1: iLl-;:..i~l:t,;.~.;;1~ i .1:-: b.ri;iq ~ .. ng t.J1i.~ .av·t\;·~ }4:.g~ tt\ 

0uc ,it: ~:,t::H:.rn: L. gr . .:tt1:y .~.1~!u~:··i~21:,-'!J. • 
.f.! t::~;,; i d.t.: r, 'C R~;. ·:-; , :1 Wtt :'i S;.t:' ~ t~ tu.:. to x· •~c-:d .. v,·1 
~·t.c ,.. V*e::-itir1'!1 C ~);rrn,H:l~S <,r;c1 .,..0 }:r1 r)W (Jf. ~1.i:--; 
-::,,;~·,r,-:;:,-a-;ior: •.>.L tsl.l?P,:>.:-' • 

1'b-.1 H::>r,o.:·, b l '!:. Gv:r.: :La I3 • ~:;..,u. t~,n 
.i'tt>)u:;.e oi fi.t:prtJ~:-t:! .. 1t.:t~l.\11

~~:: 

Wt, ~:h ::. ri01:.,r·1, ) • -~ 0 :> 15 

MBO:KRJ~MDB:mdb 

WH RECORDS MANAGEMENT HAS RETAINED ORIGINAL INeOMING 



/1'l 
J ' 

GERALD B. SOLOMON 
MEMBER OF CONGRE5'3 

24TH DISTRICT, NEW YORK 

ROOM 2342 RAYBURN BUILDING 
WASHINGTON, DC 20515 

(2021226-5614 

GASLIGHT SQUARE 
SARATOGA SPRINGS. NY 12866 

(5181 587-9800 

CHAIRMAN, 
HOUSE TASK FORCE ON AMERICAN 

PRISONERS OF WAR AND 
MISSING IN SOUTHEAST ASIA 

MEMBER 
HOUSE TASK FORCE ON 

NATIONAL DEFENSE 

O:ongrtss of tht llnittd ~tatts 
~oust of Rtprtsmtati\lts 

Washington, 3B~ 20515 

May 21, 1985 

M.B. Olgeby, Jr. 
Assistant to the President for Legislative Affairs 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

3 0C/7Lf 
COMMITTEE ON FOREIG AFFAIRS 

SUBCOMMITTEES: 

HUMAN RIGHTS AND INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 
(RANKING REPUBLICAN MEMBER! 

ASIAN AND PACIFIC AFFAIRS 

COMMITTEE ON VETERANS" AFFAIRS 

SUBCOMMITTEES: 

COMPENSATION, PENSION AND INSURANCE 

(RANKING REPUBLICAN MEMBER) 

HOSPITALS ANO HEALTH CARE 

EDUCATION, TRAINING AND EMPLOYMENT 

Er.closed is a letter written to the President by my constituent, 
Mr. H.T O'Brien of Troy~ New York. 

I would appreciate your seeing that a response is mailed to Mr. 
O'Brien. He sent his letter to the editor of several newspapers in my 
district to support the President on his visit to Bitburg. 

This letter is worthy of a pleasant response. 

Best wishes. 

GBS/ajf 
Enclosure 

SOLOMON 
Congress 

------------------------DISTRICT OFFICES------------------------

568 COI.UMBIA TURNPIKE 

EAST GREENBUSH, NY 12061 

518-477-2703 

14 CENTER STREET 

RHINEBECK, NY 12572 
914-875-2200 

419 WARREN STREET 

HUDSON, NY 12534 
518-828--0181 

21 BAY STREET 

GLENS FALLS, NY 12801 
518-792-3031 
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THE WHITE HOU!:it. 

WASHINGTON 

June 12, 1985 

Dear Mr. Van Heest: 

On behalf of President Reagan, I wish to acknowledge receipt 
of the resolution adopted by the Synod of Michigan of the 
Reformed Church in America regarding ~he President's 
d ecision to visit the military cemetery at Bitburg, West 
Germany. 

Your sending of this statement is appreciated, an~ the views 
contained in it have been communicated to the appropriate 
Administration officials. I a~ -taking the liberty of _ 
enclosing copie~ of the President's speeches at Bitbur~ Air · 
Base and the Bergen-Belsen - concentration camp that you ma~ 
wish to have available for the record . 

With the P-resident' s best wishes to you and to the members 
of the Synod of Michigan, 

Sincerely, 

Anne Higgins 
Special Assistant to the President 

and Director of Correspondence 

The Reverend Cornelius Van Heest 
Center Office 
Post Office Box 247 
Grandville, MI 49418 
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t-J· May 18, 1985 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, o.c. 20500 

Dear Mr. President; 

God's people joined in 
fello wship and mission 

During your European trip you visited a German cemetary, an act 
which was questioned, criticized and demonstrated against. Yet 
you persevered with your plans, made the symbolic visit, and 
courageously faced the opposition. 

/

While you were there, the annual assembly of the Synod of 
Michigan of the Reformed Church in America gathered to conduct 
its regular business. Recognizing the symbolism of your presence 
at the cemetary, the church leaders and delegates took special 
attention of your international display of reconciliation for the 
40th anniversary of the conclusion in the European theatre of 
World War II. 

The Synod of Michigan, representing some 200 churches in this 

~

region, went on record to affirm and to support you in your 
steadfast decision to visit the cemetary. We did so because your 
action illustrated a very central Christian truth, namely 
reconciliation. Jesus Christ instructed us to "love our 
enemies," and invited us to pray, "Forgive us our trespasses as 
we also have forgiven those who trespass against us." He further 
demonstrated the all ij inclusive grace of forgiveness even to those 
who crucified Him. The capacity of man's forgiveness illustrates 
the degree of consciousness he has about the depth of forgiveness 
he himself has experienced. we who know the extent of God's 
grace to us, work hard to extend our forgiveness to others. We 
view your commemorative visit within that framework. 

To us you are in step with the scriptural instruction, "Be kind 
and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as 
in Christ God forgave you" (Ephesians 4:32). Therefore we affirm 
and support your action. 

very Respectfully yours, 

Rev. Cornelius van Heest 
Stated Clerk 
Synod of Michigan, Reformed Church in America 

CVH/nkk 

CENTER OFFICE / P.O. BOX 247 / GRAN DVILLE, Ml. 49418 / (616) 538-3470 
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May 1, 1985 

OPEN LETTER TO PRESIDENT REAGAN: 

Mr. President, on May 5th you will be laying a wreath at the 
German Military Cemetery at Bitburg, West Germany, to commemorate 
German soldiers who died in past wars. Such an activity is a 
time-honored part of international diplomacy, and countless 
heads-of-state have done exactly the same when they have come to 
Washington . In your case, you seek to honor 40 years of 
German-American friendship, and, considering the depth and sincerity 
of that friendship, we should indeed pay honor to the West Germans . 

However, the visit to Bitburg is not an acceptable way for you to 
honor our friends. For Bitburg, Mr. President, is the gravesite for 
some 49 former members of Hitler's 2nd Waffen SS Panzer Division "Das 
Reich" and the 10th Waffen SS Panzer Division "Frundsberg." It was 
the 2nd Waffen SS Panzer Division which committed one of the worst 
massacres of the war at the French town of Oradour-sur-Glane on June 
10, 1944. On that day SS troopers from the 2nd Waffen SS Panzer 
Division shot or burned 642 villagers, including women and children. 

When you first announced your visit to Germany, Mr . President, 
you stated that you wanted to "emphasize the spirit of reconciliation" 
between America and West Germany. Consequently, you were not going to 
visit the former concentration camp at Dachau because you feared such 
a visit would send Germans "the wrong signal." 

On April 18th you stated that "I think that there's nothing wrong 
with visiting that cemetery where those young men are victims of 
Nazism also, even though they were fighting in the German uniform, 
drafted into service to carry out the hateful wishes of the Nazis. 
They were victims, just as surely as the victims of the concentration 
camps." 

It is extraordinary that you, Mr. President, would consider the 
SS as being "victims of Nazism" for the SS was clearly the central 
essence of what it was to be a Nazi. It was the SS which planned, 
organized, and ran the concentration camps where Hitler's FINAL 
SOLUTION was carried out. It was the SS that murdered the young Anne 
Frank who, despite the horror of her life and its tragic ending in the 
death camps, wrote in her diary that "In spite of everything I still 
believe that people are really good at heart." And it was Adolf 
Eichmann and his SS troops who hoped to complete the FINAL SOLUTION in 
Budapest, Hungary by eliminating the last remaining Jewish community 



PRESIDENT REAGAN: page 2 

in Europe in 1944. Fortunately for these people, Honorary American 
Citizen Raoul Wallenberg arrived in Budapest in the Summer of 1944, 
and by the end of 1945 he had saved over 100,000 people from certain 
death at the hands of Hitler's killers - the SS. 

In 1956, John Fitzgerald Kennedy noted that: "For without 
belittling the courage with which men have died, we should not forget 
those acts of courage with which men . .. have lived .... A man does what 
he must -- in spite of personal consequences, in spite of obstacles 
and dangers and pressures -- and that is the basis of all human 
morality . " In 1981 you, Mr . President, honored Raoul Wallenberg for 
the exceptional courage and personal morality which he demonstrated in 
his s t ruggle to save as many human beings as possible from the 
greatest single threat humanity has known -- the SS and Adolf Hitler . 
It is indeed an honorable move to pay tribute to those youth of all 
nations who rose in the defense of their individual countries. But the 
SS cannot be considered among this group of honored dead . For their 
basic purpose was to destroy the racially and politically impure of 
the Third Reich , and they accomplished this task with brutal 
efficiency. 

It has been noted by even your Secretary of Education, Mr. 
President, that the American youth of today have a poor sense of 
history. Since the controversy over your visit to Bitburg began , all 
too many college students at some of the country ' s best colleges have 
indicated their approval of what happened in World War II to the 
victims of the Holocaust . To a certain extent, this controversy has 
lead to the re-emergence of that hideous form of bigotry -
Anti-Semitism. History since the end of the War has clearly 
demonstrated the enormous ease with which events can be repeated if we 
forget the lessons of the past. The thousands of dead in the killing 
fields of Cambodia bear witness to that fact . 

It is a noble cause to honor forty years of West German-American 
friendship, Mr. President. By going to Bitburg, however, this cause 
will not be achieved . The SS were the central architects of the 
Holocaust in which many races (not only Jewish) died. As such, they 
represent the greatest threat to the worth of the human condition that 
man has ever known . By laying a wreath at the gravesite of even a few 
SS, you have only served to revive the nightmares of the past for 
those lucky enough to survive the Holocaust, and you have 
unintentionally given new life to one of the most hideous forms of 
hatred "civilized" man has ever produced . In this respect, your visit 
to Bitburg represents the saddest point of your entire presidency . 
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June 18, 1985 

Dear Judge Wicker: 

Thank you very much for your kind message. I am 
most grateful for your generous · words. They me·an 
a great deal to me, especially in view of your own 
wartime experience. 

It seems to me we achieved something most unusual 
forty years ago. Back through history, wars were 
settled in such a way they planted the seeds for 
the next war. The hatreds and rivalries remained. 
Not this time. Here it is four decades later and 
our erstwhile enemies are our staunchest friends 
and allies. 

Again, my thanks to you and very best wishes. 

Sincerely, 

The · Honorable Fred Wicker 
Circuit Judge 
Circuit Court 
Pontotoc, Mississippi 38863 

RR/DE/CAD/AVH/efr BTBURG 
Bitburg 5 

fi 
.,I 



FRED WICKER 

CIRCUIT JUDGE 
PONTOTOC, MISSISSIPPI 38863 

CIRCUIT COURT 
FIRST DISTRICT OF MISSISSIPPI 

May 17, 1985 

Honorable Ronald Reagan 
President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20515 

Dear Mr. President: 

Having made your visit to the ceme t e r y at Bitburg Germany, you 
are probably interested in how the general public feels about the 
matter. 

As one who was barely 20 years old when I landed in Normandy and 
returned to New York City on December 25, 1945, my personal feelings 
are that it was a very fine act on your part and one that needed to 
be done. When a nation has been defeated, why should the victor not 
be magnanimous? What reasonable product of Judea-Christian Civilization 
could possibly find fault with the placing of a wreath in a cemetery 
filled with the war dead of the erstwhile foe. This would be part
icularly true as to West Germany , now our staunchest ally . 

I have not been out of Mississippi since the news media started 
the furor but have been in several areas of this state. This brought 
me into contact with a fair cross section of the population and , frankly 1 

the subject was never mentioned until I brought it up out of curiosity 
about the general attitude and rea ction. Invariably the attitude of 
the others present was the same as mine, 

Yours was a noble gesture and when the voices of the small souled 
critics have died away you will be vindicated in the minds of peoJ?le 
of good will everywhere and hailed for it when the history of this 
time is finally written. 

When the Senate and House of Representatives, frightened and 
ex cited by the press, were requesting that you change your plans , I 
was fearful that you would do so , I realize now that I was doing you 
a disservice in harboring such doubts. "Wha t went ye out into the 
wilderness for to see? A reed shaken in the wind?" Matthew 11 : 7 

Congratulations for doing the right thing. 

Sincerely , 

--::fkJUL UJ ~-,✓ 

COUNTIES: 

ALCORN 
ITAWAMBA 

LEE 

MONROE 
PONTOTOC 
PRENTISS 

TISHOMINGO 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 24, 1985 

MEMORANDUM FOR DANIEL J. ENGLER 
STAFF ASSISTANT 
OFFICE OF WHITE HOUSE CORRESPONDENCE 

FROM: JOHN G. ROBERTS~ 
ASSOCIATE couNs-K.'fo -THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Proposed Letters to Judge Fred Wicker 
and Judge Samuel Rosenstein 

Counsel's Office has reviewed the above-referenced proposed 
letters to judges, and finds no objection to them from a 
legal perspective. Thank you for submitting them for our 
clearance. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 18 , 198 5 

1 e o or : Dianna Holland 

Fro : Dan Engler 
Office of Correspondence 
X 610 , Rm. 96 

Re : ated _ ater i al for clearance 
b or off ice 

Here are cop~es of two Presidential 
rep_ie s to j dges, dated June 18, 
whic ,-e o _ like to send by COB 
June 20 . 

We tho g ~ ·e could s ave your office 
the tro e o~ co posing a memo of 
reply if •·e co ld just mail the replies 
by COB l ess your office 
has a s . 

Thank ·o - ' 

Dan Engle r 





THE WHITE HO US E 

WASHIN G TON 

June 18, 1985 

Dear Judge Wicker: 

Thank you very much for your kind message. I am 
most grateful for your generous words. They mean 
a great deal to me, especially in view of your own 
wartime experience. 

It seems to me we achieved something most unusual 
forty years ago. Back through history, wars were 
settled in such a way they planted the seeds for 
the next war. The hatreds and rivalries remained. 
Not this time. Here it is four decades later and 
our erstwhile enemies are our staunchest friends 
and allies. 

Again, my thanks to you and very best wishes. 

Sincerely, 

The Honorable Fred Wicker 
Circuit Judge 
Circuit Court 
Pontotoc, Mississippi 38863 



FRED WICKER 

CIRCUIT JUDGE 

PONTOTOC, MISSISSIPPI 38863 

CIRCUIT COURT 
FIRST DISTRICT OF MISSISSIPPI 

May 17, 1985 

Honorable Ronald Reagan 
President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20515 

Dear Mr. President: 

Having made your visit to the cemetery at Bitburg Germany, you 
are probably interested in how the general public feels about the 
matter. 

As one who was barely 20 years old when I landed in Normandy and 
returned to New York City on December 25, 1945, my personal feelings 
are that it was a very fine act on your part and one that needed to 
be done. When a nation has been defeated, why should the victor not 
be magnanimous? What reasonable product of Judeo-Christian Civilization 
could possibly find fault with the placing of a wreath in a cemetery 
filled with the war dead of the erstwhile foe. This would be part
icularly true as to West Germany, now our staunchest ally. 

I have not been out of Mississippi since the news media started 
the furor but have been in several areas of this state . This brought 
me into contact with a fair cross section of the population and, frankly, 
the subject was never mentioned until I brought it up out of curiosity 
about the general attitude and reaction. Invariably the attitude of 
the others present was the same as mine. 

Yours was a noble gesture and when the voices of the small souled 
critics have died away you will be vindicated in the minds of people 
of good will everywhere and hailed for it when the history of this 
time is finally written. 

When the Senate and House of Representatives, frightened and 
excited by the press, were requesting that you change your plans, I 
was fearful that you would do so. I realize now that I was doing you 
a disservice in harboring such doubts. "What went ye out into the 
wilderness for to see? A reed shaken in the wind?" Matthew 11:7 

Congratulations for doing the right thing. 

Sincerely, 

-::1M-L l{j ~~~/ 

COUNTIES: 

ALCORN 
ITAWAMBA 

LEE 

MONROE 

PONTOTOC 
PRENTISS 

TISHOMINGO 
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VIRGIL C. DECHANT 
SUPREME KNIGHT 

The Honorable Ronald Reagan 
President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear President Reagan: 

May 21, 1985 

On Sunday, May 20, I had a visit from the Most Reverend Paul J. Cordes, Vice 
President of the Pontifical Council for the Laity at the Vatican and consultor to 
several other major bodies in Rome. Bishop Cordes is also a former Auxiliary Bishop 
of the diocese of Paderborn in Germany. 

Among our discussions he pointed out how much your visit to Germany meant to the 
German people and expressed the satisfaction they had concerning all aspects of your 
visit, including the stop at Bitburg. He said that your reputation as a great 
statesman was enhanced by this trip. 

Given the controversy surrounding the short visit to the cemetery in Bitburg, I 
thought you would want to know of this positive assessment by a man who not only 
is highly placed in the Vatican but who also is a citizen of West Germany. 

With best wishes and regards, I am, 

Respectfully, 

VCD/cf 



ANNE HIGGINS 
Special Assistant to the 
President and Director 

of Correspondence 
Room 94, x7610 
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Dear Virgil: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 18, 1985 

Many thanks for letting me know about Bishop Paul J. 
Cordes' support for my trip to Germany, including the 
stop at Bitburg. It is refreshing to know that such a 
leader of the Catholic Church saw my trip as an attempt 
at reconcilliation. Since His Excellency is a citizen 
of West Germany, I particularly value his opinion on 
this subject. 

Mr. Virgil Dechant 
Supreme Knight 
Knights of Columbus 
Columbus Plaza 
New Haven, CT 06507 

Sincerely, 

s/ RONALD REAGAN 
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VIRGIL C. DECHANT 
SUPREME KNIGHT 

The Honorable Ronald Reagan 
President of the United ·States 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear President Reagan: 

May 21, 1985 

On Sunday, May 20, I had a visit from the Most Reverend Paul J. Cordes, Vice 
President of the Pontifical Council for the Laity at the Vatican and consulter to 
several other major bodies in Rome. Bishop Cordes is also a former Auxiliary Bishop 
of the diocese of Paderborn in Germany. 

Among our discussions he pointed out how much your visit to Germany meant to the 
German people and expressed the satisfaction they had concerning all aspects of your 
visit, including the stop at Bitburg. He said that your reputation a~ a great 
statesman was enhanced by this trip. 

Given the controversy surrounding the short visit to the cemetery in Bitburg, I 
thought you would want to know of this positive assessment by a man who not only 
is highly placed in the Vatican but who also is a citizen of West Germany. 

With best wishes and regards, I am, 

Respectfully, 

VCD/cf 
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