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THE SUN, WEDNESDAY, MAY 1, 1985

ON BITBURG

I'm going to violate one of my own rules in doing
editorials for this column...the one which says you don't
write about national or international issues about which
you know nothing and can contribute only confusion, or
worse, uninformed opinion.

However, I'm going to go on record as agreeing with
President Ronald Reagan and his determination to visit
the German cemetery at Bitburg, West Germany, in spite
(I)zf' the superhuman pressure which has been placed on

im.

I also want to tell you why.

I was a child of World War II — old enough to
understand and remember, but not quite old enough to
serve. I absorbed a heavy dose of “Win The War"
propaganda and by 1944 pretty well felt anything
German or Japanese just about represented the dewil
himself. :

My father felt much the same way and in 1944, even
though his age and his occupation would have kept him
out, he enlisted in the Army and ended up as an infantry
replacement in the 104th Infantry Division as it pushed
across Belgium later that year.

It was 40 years ago in February that he died...in the

first assault wave of the 104th as they crossed the Roer

River in the start of the final push that brought V-E Day
later in 1945.

He is still there, Pfc. William K. Jackson, under a
white cross in a pretty little Belgian town called Henri-
Chapelle. '

Thirteen years later, Pfc. William §. Jackson was an
infantry replacement with the 8th Infantry Division at
Mainz and Bad Kreuznach, West Germany...a young
American soldier with hatred in his heart.

And I came to know not only the professional
American Army, but the German people as well.

I heard from my World War II sergeants how, in the
dash across Europe, very often prisoners weren't
taken...how young Germans, soldiers with hands on their
heads, were herded behind the nearest hill and gunned
down simple because there wasn't anything else to do
with them; how the little town I was stationed in had
been the site of a factory which made artillery aiming
devices and a saturation bombing raid by U.S. planes
flattened the town, killed 5,000 people...and missed the
factory that was two miles out of town; how 5,000
German prisoners of war starved to death in a POW
camp near us while the French, British and Americans
argued over who would feed them.

And I met Emst, a college professor who taught me
photography and tolerance; who was a fighter pilot and
had the main steering column from a U.S. B-24
Liberator he shot down hanging over his fireplace; and
freely admitted he disliked Hitler, but disliked us even
more for what we were doing to his country in the War.

And in the end, I marveled that the German people
didn't spit on us when we passed in the street. But they
didn't, I think because they knew what I came to
know...that war brutalized everyone who is touched by it
and in the final analysis, there are no winners, only
survivors...or those victims who didn't survive; like the
millions of jews who died in the concentration camps; or
like my father, in combat.

Which brings me back to the German military
cemetery at Bitburg.

I think Ronald Reagan understands about war and he
goes there to pay respect to another group of victims of
World War II. He doesn't forget...and we should never
forget the evil Hitler and the Nazis visited upon this
planet...but I think he is making an effort to forgive a
nation, 60 percent of whose population today had
nothing to do with World War II, and I find that an
admirable effort. )

Hatred, passed on jrvyn one generation to another,
produces nothing but mor hatred.
Where is the wisdom in that?

. W.5.J.
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The President Pro Tempore

UNITED STATES SENATE
May 13, 1985

The President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr., President:

Persuant to S. 118, a bill creating the Commission on the
Bicentennial of the United States Constitution, I am submitting
the following name, upon the recommendation of the Majority and
Minority Leader, to fill the vacancy created by the Honorable
Wendell Ford, Senator from Kentucky, who has asked that his name
be removed from the list of recommendations previously sent to the
White House for appointment:

The Honorable Edward M. Kennedy,
Senator from Massachusetts

With warmest personal regards and best wishes,

Respectfully,

Strom Thurmond

ST/r
Enclosures



ROBERT C. BYRD

WEST VIRGINIA

Nnited Dtates Senate
Office of the Pemocratic Leader
Washington, BE 20510

April 22, 1985

The Honcrable Strom Thurmond
President pro tempore

United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Mr. President:

Under the provisions of S. 118, a bill creating the
Commission on the BiCentennial of the Constitution,
I am making the following recommendation to you.

In accordance with the provisions of that bill, I
submit the following named individual to be recommended
for appointment to the Commission:

The Honorable Edward M. Kennedy, £
Massachusetts.

Sincgrely’yours,

-

~

Rohert C. Byrd

Enclosure



EDWARD MOORE KENNEDY
UNITED STATES SENATOR

BORN
Boston, Massachusetts, February 22, 1932
Youngest of nine children of Joseph P. Kennedy and Rose
Fitzgerald Kennedy.

EDUCATION
Milton Academy
Harvard University, B.A. 1956
International Law School, The Hague, The Netheriands, 1958
University of Virginia Law School, LL.B., 1959

MILITARY SERVICE
U.S. Army (1951-53), Private First Class Infantry. Served in France and Germany

FAMILY
Three Children: Kara Anne, born February 27, 1960; Edward M., Jr., born September 26,

1961; Patrick Joseph, born July 11, 1967

SENATE SERVICE
Elected to the U.S. Senate November 6, 1962 to fill the unexpired term of John F. Kennedy
Reelected to full six-year Senate terms in 1964, 1970, 1976, and 1982

SENATE COMMITTEES

Labor and Human Resources
Senior Democrat Full Committee
Senior Democrat Subcommittee on Investigations and General Oversight
Member: Subcommittee on Labor
Member: Subcommittee on Education
Member: Subcommittee on Employment and Productivity

Judiciary
Senior Democrat Subcommittee on Immigration and Refugee Policy
Member: Subcommittee on Juvenile Justice

Joint Economic Committee
Vice Chairman: Subcommittee on Investment, Jobs and Prices
Member: Subcommittee on Monetary and Fiscal Policy

Joint Technology Assessment Board: Senate Member

Armed Services
Member: Tactical Warfare, Manpower and Personnel, and Sea Power and Force Projection

Subcommittees
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May 17, 1985

Mr. M. B. Oglesby
Assistant to the President
for Legislative Affairs

The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear "B":

A number of my constituents have written expressing their views
with respect to President Reagan's recent trip to Germany during
which he visited a World War II Nazi cemetery and laid a wreath
in commemoration of the dead. I have enclosed copies of these
letters for your information and would appreciate any assistance
you might provide which might helo me respond to them.

GMO:jr

Enclosures (9)

[
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DATE: April 25, 1985 NAME : GARCIA, Jose

TO: .. GMO _ ADDRESS: P.0O. Box 44

FROM: Scott ) Joliet, IL 60434
TOPIC: President's visit to German cemetary )

SUMMARY : Mr. Garcia called the office to comment on President Reagan's

planned visit to the German cemetary and the graves of the Nazi SS
soldiers. He is "shocked" and can't believe this will take place.
He said that he has taken this decision personally and can't understand

why President Reagan wou1d do this.



MEMORANDUM

DATE: April 18, 1985

TO: GMO

FROM: Mary

SUBJECT: ZAUGH, Margery Mrs.

2638 Apollo Circle
Olympia Fields, IL 60461

Mrs. Zaugh telephoned the office to say that she finds it
unbelievable that President Reagan would to to the German cemetery
and place a wreath there. "I am not Jewish. I am a Catholic. I
am 40 years old. I voted for President Reagan and I am appalled
that he would do this. That would be enough to turn me totally
and always away from him. To me placing a wreath in the German

cementery is honoring the dead of the SS."
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DATE: April 25, 1985
TO: GMO

FROM: Betsy

SUBRJECT:
' Ed Mihelic ’ KRUMREICH, AL Mr.
1802 Heatherway, Apt 2-F
1901 Glenwood New Lenox, IL. 6045]

Joliet, ITlinois 60435

(815) 725-7611

Constituent called to say that he was very much against -President
Reagan visiting the German soldiers' cemetery. Mr. Mihelic was in

the infantry, in WW2 and has strona feelings on this matter.

Mr. Krumreich also is very much against President Reagan

visiting the above cemetery.



MEMORANDTUM

DATE: April 15, 1985
TO: - GMO
FROM: Mary

SUBJECT:  FOREMAN, Richard Mrs.
710 Argyle
Flossmoor, IL 60422

Mrs. Foreman telephoned the office today to protest the
President's proposed visit to Germany to lay a wreath in the German
cementery. "I do not like that at all. Have him do it at the Death

Camp. I think it is absolutely ridiculous for him to do it."



-

“re . _  MEMORANDUM

DATE: April 15, 1985
TO: GMO
FROM:; Mary

SUBJECT: HILLMAN, Alan Mr.
15 Dogwood
Park Forest, IL 60466

Mr. Hillman telephoned the office today and he is upset
about the President saying that he is going to visit a cementery
for German soldiers and he has refused to go to Dachau because
he thinks that it is time for all of this to be forgotten. I think

it is something that should never be forgotten.



MEMORANDUM
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'DATE: April 30, 1985 NAME : LONGINO, George A.

TO: GMO ADDRESS: 19518B 116th Avenue
FROM: Szott . Mokena, IL 60448

TOPIC: President's visit to Germany and budgét

SUMMARY: Mr. Longiho called the office to expréss his support of
President Reagan and his visit to the Bitburg military cemetary.
Mr. Longino served in WWII and said the war has been over for

40 years and it is time to "live and forget."

He said he and his family are 100% in favor of this

and also back President Reagan's budget proposal.



MEMORANDUM
I

.DATE: April 30, 1985 NAME: LATZ, LeRoy(Ruth)

TO: GMO ADDRESS: 1453 Midland Court
.FBOM: " Scptt : Joliet, IL 60436
TOPIC: President's trip to Germany | |

SUMMARY : Mps. Latz called the office very upset about the problems
President Reagan has faced because of his decision to visit the
Bitburg military cemetary in West Germany. She said that he made the
decision and should stick to it. .She said we have to come together on

this and forget about what happened many years ago.

She is "sick and tired" of this situation and said that we
are fortunate to have a President who makes his decisions and if he
really beleives he is rﬁght, will not let anyone talk him out of it.
She said that the Jewish people are killing others in foreign countries
everday and no one says anything about that. She also said that the
media have worsened the situation and made it more disturbing fhat it is.

She hopes Mr. 0'Brien will support the President on this.

He daughter and son-in-law also agree with her on this. They
are:
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy(Margaret) Reading
406 Wilcox Street |
Joliet, IL 60435



C e e

et e e, S e

S

—~7 3 Trase 2ohon ) enviun SNarua

T SJOLIET—On April 3 the Jo-

liet Junior College Bro-Sis Club-

entertained the students and staff
‘at Washington Junior High
School. These talented perform-
.ers worked long and hard to bring
a few hours of enjoyment to -our

school.
They asked for nothmg in re-

ward for their talent. They would -

rather give than receive.

These young men and women
were a tremendous example of
what Joliet Junior College is all
about. We commend their efforts
and truly appreciate the kindness
they showed us at Washington
Junior High School. Joliet Junior
College should be proud.

We would like to especially
thank the sponsor, Mr. Edward
Johnson, the president Ms.
Whanda Thomas, Mr. J.D. Ross,
Mr. Carl Willis, and Ms. Dorothy
Westbrook. These people along
with many other performers made
a wonderful afternoon occur at
our school.—~Eugene Toms,
- principal, Charles Kollross,
assistant principal, Dennis
Anderson, student adviser,

Letters policy

Letters to Voice of the people
and John Whiteside’s mailbag are
limited to 300 words and one let-
ter a month per person. Prefera-
bly, they should be typewritten,
double-spaced. Letters must dis-
cuss issues or events and not per-
sonalities. Political endorsements
are not used. Neither is poetry.
Include your daytime phone num-
ber. It will not be published, but is
needed for verification and possi-
ble clarification. The editor re-
serves the right to edit, condense
or reject any letter. Letters can-
not be acknowledged or returned.
Opinions expressed in letters are
not necessarily those of the Her-
ald-News. Letters should be sent
to Joliet Herald-News, 300 Cater-
pillar Drive, Joliet, Ill. 60436.

_L HERALD-NEWS
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LOCKPORT—If President
Reagan is contemplating going to
visit a German cemetery, where
Nazi SS soldiers are buried, I say
don’t.

-I am a former member of the

World War II and a former com-
pound commander of the largest
concentration of prisoners of war
German Nazi SS elite officers in
the world. The camp had a con-
centration of over 10,000 men all
captured in North Africa. They

had ranged from 1st lieutenant to

field marshall. This camp site was
located in Dermott-MaGabie, Ar-

-kansas, formerly a Japanese in-

ternment camp from 1941-45,

It has been my experience that
these German Nazi SS elite
troops were a very proud group.
At no time were they sympathetic
for anything other than upholding

the ideals of the Nazi system and’

Adolf Hitler.

It is my belief that the atroci-
ties created by this group is a
chapter in history documented
and proven by the Nuremberg tri-
als. Because of this the German
people must bear and carry the
cross that burdens them forever.

Other cemeteries can be visited
which represent a greater signifi-
cance than the Nazi SS cemeter-
ies~—~Ross Margentina, 207

Pine St. (/0[7/(/{

REATA T LT SR ¥ R Tk T

a disabled veteran- of
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somehow. .. .., , . ., W

How long has it been since you
took the time to skip a ﬂat rock
across the water?

North of Savanna, 1 followed a
farmer driving a tractor and pull-
ing a heavy piece of equipment.
He wasn’t moving very fast
through several miles of a no-
passing zone. I honked and cussed
him.

But it did no good. He didn’t
move any faster.

The tractor’s speed along that
country highway forced me to

We have

BOSTON — Daniel Patrick
Moynihan came back to Harvard
this month in search of common
ground. The New York senator,
the former Harvard professor, de-
livered three lectures on the
American family, or to be more
precise, on American families.

It was no coincidence that
Moynihan’s words came on the
20th anniversary of his famous—
or infamous—analysis of the Ne-
gro family. In that work he de-
scribed the shattering relation-
ship between family
disintegration and poverty.

This time, Moynihan reap-
peared as a social policymaker in
an era of limits. The problems he
described have been engorged by

25 YEARS AGO, 1960: An
all-time high temperature re-
cord for April 22 was registered
in the Joliet area yesterday.
The mercury soared to 86 de-
grees at Joliet Municipal Air-
port and it was 82 at Brandon
Road Locks. Today’s reading
at the airport was the highest
temperature since Sept. 20,
1959, when the mercury tipped

Earlier days in this

Employees of America has
failed to bring a break in the
13-day bus strike. The union
offered to settle for 23 cents an
hour plus five paid holidays,
but the company is adhering to
its offer of 14 cents an hour for
all employees, with an addi-
tional five cents an hour for

top mechanics.
50 YEARS AGO, 1935:

Qo
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MEMORANDUM

N

DATE:  April 25, 1985 NAME: MARGENTINA, Ross

TO: ~_GMO v ADDRESS: 207 Pine Street
FROM:  sScott , Lockport, IL 60441
TOPIC: President's visit to German cemetary

SUMMARY: Mr. Margentina came into the office today with the attached
information fegarding President Reagan's planned visit to a German
cemetary where Nazi SS so]d}ers are buried. As a veteran of this
war, Mr. Margentina is very much against this and can't understand why
the President would want to go there and why he would Tet the Germans
make him think that this cbu]d be beneficial.

He said that Mr. 0'Brien is the only representative whom
he could voice his opinion to and believes he will understand his
position. He asked if Mr. Q'Brien could respond to his attached letter

and column from the newspaper.
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1007 E. 153rd St.
South Holland, Il.
60473

April 29, 1985

To: Senator Dixon, Senator Simon, Congressman O'Brien
From: Robert O, Murphy

Re: President Reagant's Vislit to Germany

This 1s to express my deep disappointment on the response
of the Senate and the House to the President's proposed visit
to a German military cemetary. Initiated by the West German
govermment, a strong and faithful U,S. ally, the visit's pur-
pose was for our President te Indicate a sense of reconcilia-
tion with the German people forty years after the end of World
War IT. Recognizing the horrors of past wars, the visit re-
sponds to the Christian ethic that we should forgive those who
have harmed us, The perpetuation of hate, as history shows,
leads only to further suffering and withers the souls of those
who wallow in it,

For his efforts the President is publicly scolded by a
recipient of our nation's highest civilian award, excoriated
by segments of the press, denigrated by groups he has been
responsive to for thirty or more years and finally abandoned
by the Senate and House by the passage of adverse resolutions.

I wonder at a Congress that can be so swiftly united on
such a secondary issue when it is so fragmented on matters that
are of greater significance. I question the power of any group
that has such immense influence that it can bumiliate our Presi-
dent and have our senators and congressmen promptly heal to
their directions.

I note that President Nixon and Henry Kissinger urge the
President to adhere to his schedule, Can it be that those who
no longer hold high national office think more clearly than
those still in office? Or is it that they no longer need
election cempaign financing so that their careers might continue?

I urge each of you to support the President on this issue,
It is not the expedient thing to do. It is the right thing
to de, People with whom I have spoken--your constituents--
wholly support the President of the United States. Why don't

you do likewise?
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Randolph, MA Town Meeting May 7, 1985.

President Ronald Reagan
The White House
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. President:

The Elected Town Meeting Assembly representing the 30,000 citizens of the
Town of Randolph, MA. has passed the following resolution:

Whereas, The Town of Randolph, MA. played an important part in shaping the
history of The United States when its original settlers fought and died
for freedom against British tyranny during the Revolutionary War and...

Whereas, Randolph sons and daughters fought and died for freedom against
Nazi tyranny during World War II and....

Whereas the President of The United States, Ronald Reagan, has participated
in a wreath laying ceremony in honor of the Nazi dead soldiers at the
Bitburg Cemetery in West Germany, which also contains the remains of the

49 members of the hated Nazi Waffen SS Troops and....

Whereas, the Waffen SS Troops were responsible for not only the massacre
and oven burning and gassing of over six million men, women, and little
children of the Jewish Faith, as well as many other religious and social
groups who opposed the Nazi regime brutality, and also the cold blooded
murder of many American prisoners of war during the Battle of the Bulge,
whose butchered bodies were afterwards used for target practice and....

Whereas in addition to the cries of outrage from the Congress of The
United States, the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, and all veterans'
organizations....

May we, the 30,000 citizens of the Town of Randolph, MA protest your
participation in a wreath laying ceremony at Bitburg Cemetery in West
Germany, in honor of the dead Nazi and SS soldiers.

We realize, Mr. President, that you were under great pressure from the
West German government not to cancel your plans. But we know you also
realize and appreciate the tremendous vote of confidence in your



President Ronald Reagan

leadership given you by the voters of America during the past presidential
elections. Please do not allow an unwise political decision to jeopardize

our strong faith in your leadership.

We trust you understand that the grief and painful memories of the loss of
the loved ones of many American families are still too fresh and hurt too
much, for us to forgive and forget the brutality of the Nazi and SS soldiers
as you publicly ask us to do. In fact, many of us have taken a solemn
VOW....Never to Forgive...Never to Forget...and above all...Never Again!

Town of Randolph
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 29, 1985

1

Thank you very much for your kind message. I am
most grateful for your generous words. They mean
a great deal to me ~~—~~ioMen S oo o oo

wartime experience

It seems to me we achieved something most unusual
forty years ago. Back through history, wars were
settled in such a way they planted the seeds for
the next war. The hatreds and rivalries remained.
Not this time. Here it is four decades later and
our erstwhile enemies are our staunchest friends
and allies.

Again, my thanks to you and very best wishes.

Sincerely,

tr lr /Aary

Vinside__addressV

RR/DE/CAD/AVH/
Bitburg 5

Vinsert__)ﬂZ
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Manchester,

New Hampshire 03104
27 May 1985

Honorable Ronald Wilson Reagan

PRESTIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
The White House., 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, District of Columbia, U.8.A.

Dear Mister President :

I am herewith enclosing copies of an excellent editorial by Mrs. Nackey
Scripps Loeb, my response to that editorial, and a short note to the new
editor of the PURPLE HEART MAGAZINE, asking him to run the whole package
in an upcoming issue of the Magazine,

I realize that the Bitburg incident is many months removed from our Con~
vention issue of August 1985, but, the point worth stressing to our
fellow Patriots while in conclave is to remind them that they fought a
staunch enemy, and they acquitted themselves as heroces will,

The Reagan~hating media did their thing again, but you can be assured

Mr, President that it hss backfired. The television anchor dandies try
each evening ( &n shedule ) to induce Mr. & Mrs America, and their duly
elected Congress that to didcredit the President of the United States is
a"fun thing". I think that we are all smart enough to realize that these
"fun thing" perverts have the amazing ability to abhor atrocities of A0
years ago while at the same time totally ignoring the Communist atrocities
that occur today.

Members of the Chapter, as well as the readership of the newspaper these
artcles appeared in have urged me to send copies on to you, Mister
President, and I must confess I find it a very good idea.

Keep up the good work, and keep following the dictates of your good common

8€NSCevecss It hasn't let you down yeteessseo

George Gosselin, Past National Historian.,
Adjutant, Chapter 395, MOPH/USA

Sincerely, ';

ENCL

[ 2]















’ -
£ 7 gsSION g,
{.“‘N ,’0‘4

.
P

e NCCPA

Ny
ran s

AT
g 0*4(
N

A poied

e

AMILY MEDICAL CLINIC

617 CHURCH STREET JAMES W. CARRUTH, P.A.C.
PLAQUEMINE, LA. 70764 PHYSICIAN ASSOCIATE
(504) 687-6220 | (504) 343-2185 FAAPA

» May 22, 1985

Dear Bresident Ronald Reagan:

As an American I am extremely proud of President Ronald Reagan's
attempt to reconcile and close old war wounds with his wvisit to
West Germany.

The horrors of the Jewish extermination camps will never be
forgotten and forgiveness will come around the twelfth of never.
President Reagan laid a wreath at the graves of young men that
were kids like our kids, fathers like our fathers. They died for
their country, for the wrong reason (war). Those young Germans
were drafted into war by a group of political dictators lead by
Adolf Hitler. They were carrying out orders of a sadist tyrant.

As in Vietnam, there were atrocities committed by both warring
countries. In war you follow the dictates of your military leaders,

without question.

Thank God for a president who has the guts to stand up for

his convictions of heart.
/-

w
ames W. Carruth
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,Reagan had COUI’Qgev . Baton Rouge,LA
to make cemetery visit

Editor, State-Times: .

As an American | am extremely proud of President
Ronald Reagan’s attempt to reconcile and close old war
wounds with his visit to West Germany. . o

The horrors of the Jewish extermination camps will
never be forgotten and forgiveness will come around the
twelfth of never, President Reagan laid a wreath at the
graves of young men that were kids like our kids, fathers
like our fathers. They died for their country, for the
wrong reason (war). Those young Germans were drafted
into war by a group of political dictators lead by Adolf
Hitler. They were carrying out orders of a sadist tyrant.
As in Vietnam, there were atrocities committed by both
warring countries. In war you follow the dictates of your
military leaders, without question.

Thank God for a president who has the guts to stand up
for his eonvictions of heart.

James W. Carruth
222 W. Parkland Drive
Baton Rouge, La. 70805
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