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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON,
May 8, 1985

Dear Bob:

Thank you for sharing with us your views concerning the President's State
Visit to the Federal Republic of Germany. We fully understand the depth
of your concerns and assure you the President's feelings about the crimes
against humanity perpetrated by the Nazi regime are no less deeply felt.
President Reagan has attempted to make absolutely clear during his visit
the revulsion all Americans feel for the horrors which were committed in
the name of the German state and our determination not to forget them.

As you know, his itinerary included a ceremony at Bergen-Belsen concen-
tration camp in order to pay homage to all those who perished at the hands
of the Nazis. As he said on the anniversary of the liberation of that camp
April 21, there can and should be no absolution.

President Reagan is certain you agree that, as part of our efforts to learn
from the experiences of this dark era, we must not reject opportunities for
reconciliation. The President was asked by Chancellor Kohl to pay a visit
to a German military cemetery in Bitburg, and he has honored that request.

For four decades, the Federal Republic of Germany has faced up to the guilt
and responsibilities of its Nazi past and has, in countless ways, demonstrated
concretely its commitment to democratic ideals and human rights, including
standing shoulder to shoulder with us in the Alliance in defense of freedom.
With particular regard to the younger generation in Germany, it is important
to demonstrate that, while we continue to hold the nation responsible for its
past, we do not consider them to bear individual responsibility for the crimes
of Nazism.

Let me make clear that the President does not consider his appearance at
Bitburg to represent an act of forgiveness for those crimes, but rather one
of acknowledgment of the democratic society the German people have built.
He considers this to be a positive gesture which in no way detracts from
his full and heartfelt commitment to remember and honor the victims of the
Holocaust and the American soldiers who gave their lives to defeat the Nazi
regime and its crimes.

Sincerely,

M. B. Oglesby, Jr.
Assistant to the President

The Honorable Bob W. Edgar
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

MBO/STATE/NSC/KRJ/ech-MBO8
cc: Will Ball, Cong. Affrs.
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April 12, 1985

The Honorable Ronald Reagan
The White House
Washington, D. C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

I must express my serious concern over your decision not to
acknowledge the memory of the millions who died at the hands of the Nazis
in concentration camps during World War II during your visit to Europe
next month.

I find this oversight even more of an embarrassment to the
United States in light of your plans to pay tribute to the memory of
those Germans who participated in the Holocaust and were seeking to over-
throw the free world.

I certainly appreciate your decision to focus the attention of
your visit on a spirit of reconciliation, peace and friendship. As we look
to our future and that of our children, we need to strengthen our bonds
with both our present allies and our potential adversaries if we are to
achieve world peace. The recognition, however, of the atrocities and war
crimes committed by the Nazis has not in the past, and should not now,
undermine our current strong relationship with the present government of
the Federal Republic of Germany.

Over 400,000 Americans gave their lives in military service
during World War II to make possible the victory which we will commemorate
next month. Part of what they fought and died to achieve should also be
symbolized by the 40th anniversary next month as well of the liberation of
the concentration camp at Dachau. In marking this occasion I would hope that
we will not forget that "those who cannot remember the past are condemned
to repeat it".

As a ranking member of the House Veterans Affairs Committee and
Chairman of its Hospitals and Health Care Subcommittee, I have received
numerous calls from veterans and their organizations expressing concern
over your present plans. I respectfully pass these concerns on to you in
the hope that your travel agenda can be altered to rectify this oversight.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.










\ THE WHITE HOUSE
, WASHINGTON

May 8, 1985

Dear Mike:

Thank you for sharing with us your views concerning the President's State
Visit to the Federal Republic of Germany. We fully understand the depth
of your concerns and assure you the President's feelings about the crimes
against humanity perpetrated by the Nazi regime are no less deeply felt.
President Reagan has attempted to make absolutely clear during his visit
the revulsion all Americans feel for the horrors which were committed in
the name of the German state and our determination not to forget them.

As you know, his itinerary included a ceremony at Bergen-Belsen concen-
tration camp in order to pay homage to all those who perished at the hands
of the Nazis. As he said on the anniversary of the liberation of that camp
April 21, there can and should be no absolution.

President Reagan is certain you agree that, as part of our efforts to learn
from the experiences of this dark era, we must not reject opportunities for
reconciliation. The President was asked by Chancellor Kohl to pay a visit
to a German military cemetery in Bitburg, and he has honored that request.

For four decades, the Federal Republic of Germany has faced up to the guilt
and responsibilities of its Nazi past and has, in countless ways, demonstrated
concretely its commitment to democratic ideals and human rights, including
standing shoulder to shoulder with us in the Alliance in defense of freedom.
With particular regard to the younger generation in Germany, it is important
to demonstrate that, while we continue to hold the nation responsible for its
past, we do not consider them to bear individual responsibility for the crimes
of Nazism.

Let me make clear that the President does not consider his appearance at
Bitburg to represent an act of forgiveness for those crimes, but rather one
of acknowledgment of the democratic society the German people have built.
He considers this to be a positive gesture which in no way detracts from
his full and heartfelt commitment to remember and honor the victims of the
Holocaust and the American soldiers who gave their lives to defeat the Nazi
regime and its crimes.

Sincerely,

M. B. Oglesby, dJr.
Assistant to the President

The Honorable Michael D. Barnes
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

st 1 e

MBO/STATE/NSC/KRJ/ech-I@fbs
cc: Will Ball, Cong. Affrs.












THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 8, 1985

Dear Mark:

Thank you for sharing with us your views concerning the President's State
Visit to the Federal Republic of Germany. We fully understand the depth
of your concerns and assure you the President's feelings about the crimes
against humanity perpetrated by the Nazi regime are no less deeply felt.
President Reagan has attempted to make absolutely clear during his visit
the revulsion all Americans feel for the horrors which were committed in
the name of the German state and our determination not to forget them.

As you know, his itinerary included a ceremony at Bergen-Belsen concen-
tration camp in order to pay homage to all those who perished at the hands
of the Nazis. As he said on the anniversary of the liberation of that camp
April 21, there can and should be no absolution.

President Reagan is certain you agree that, as part of our efforts to learn
from the experiences of this dark era, we must not reject opportunities for
reconciliation. The President was asked by Chancellor Kohl to pay a visit
to a German military cemetery in Bitburg, and he has honored that request.

For four decades, the Federal Republic of Germany has faced up to the guilt
and responsibilities of its Nazi past and has, in countless ways, demonstrated
concretely its commitment to democratic ideals and human rights, including
standing shoulder to shoulder with us in the Alliance in defense of freedom.
With particular regard to the younger generation in Germany, it is important
to demonstrate that, while we continue to hold the nation responsible for its
past, we do not consider them to bear individual responsibility for the crimes
of Nazism.

Let me make clear that the President does not consider his appearance at
Bitburg to represent an act of forgiveness for those crimes, but rather one
of acknowledgment of the democratic society the German people have built.
He considers this to be a positive gesture which in no way detracts from
his full and heartfelt commitment to remember and honor the victims of the
Holocaust and the American soldiers who gave their lives to defeat the Nazi
regime and its crimes.

Sincerely,

M. B. Oglesby, Jr.
Assistant to the President

The Honorable Mark D. Siljander
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

wW-.IVEBO/STATE/NSC/KRJ/ech-—M\]/BPS
cc: Will Ball, Cong. Affrs.
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The President
The White Heouse
W#ashington, D.C. 20500

Mr. President:

I rejoice with you in the forthcoming celebration nf 40 vears of
peace. HNevertheless, I am digtressed by your mlan to visit the
cemetery at Bittburg. T e e e

““'It‘iS'healtﬁy”to focus on peace and forget the horrors of war.
It is critical, however, tc remember the lesgons we learned from wonrld
conflizts,.

The message of Yad Vashem, the Holocaust memorial in Jerusalem,
is "Never Again."

Such memorials remind vs t+hat, never again, will 10 million
Gerrans lose their lives in world warse Never again will 6 millicn
Jews lose their lives in death camns. Never again will n=arly half a
million Americans die on foreign soil. More than 77,000 Americans
died at Bittbturg alone.

American mnhilosopher George Santayana warned that "those who
cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it."

Living in the shadow of nucle2ar missiles, the world cannot afford
to forget old wounds. We need not reopen them. But it is dangercnus
to ignonre the scars.

The men and women who lived through the world wars live today.
3tored in their memories are scenes filled with fire and smoke and
deathe.

Let us embrace the nation we once called our enemye. Let ns mourn
with its people tha deaths of their sons and daughters, But, in ocur
rassion for healins, let us not dishonor the others who bore arms
against them or the innocents who went defenseless to their deaths.

Please, Mr. President, aid a wvisit to Dachau and to the
cemetaries of Americans and our allies to your gesture of peacm.

Sincerely,

M?Jher of Congrgss
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; : THE WHITE HOUSE
? WASHINGTON

May 8; 1985

Dear Tom:

Thank you for sharing with us your views concerning the President's State
Visit to the Federal Republic of Germany. We fully understand the depth
of your concerns and assure you the President's feelings about the crimes
against humanity perpetrated by the Nazi regime are no less deeply felt.
President Reagan has attempted to make absolutely clear during his visit
the revulsion all Americans feel for the horrors which were committed in
the name of the German state and our determination not to forget them.

As you know, his itinerary included a ceremony at Bergen-Belsen concen-
tration camp in order to pay homage to all those who perished at the hands
of the Nazis. As he said on the anniversary of the hberatlon of that camp
April 21, there can and should be no absolution.

President Reagan is certain you agree that, as part of our efforts to learn
from the experiences of this dark era, we must not reject opportunities for
reconciliation. The President was asked by Chancellor Kohl to pay a visit
to a German military cemetery in Bitburg, and he has honored that request.

For four decades, the Federal Republic of Germany has faced up to the guilt
and responsibilities of its Nazi past and has, in countless ways, demonstrated
concretely its commitment to democratic ideals and human rights, including
standing shoulder to shoulder with us in the Alliance in defense of freedom.
With particular regard to the younger generation in Germany, it is important
to demonstrate that, while we continue to hold the nation responsible for its
past, we do not consider them to bear individual responsibility for the crimes
of Nazism.

Let me make clear that the President does not consider his appearance at
Bitburg to represent an act of forgiveness for those crimes, but rather one
of acknowledgment of the democratic society the German people have built.
He considers this to be a positive gesture which in no way detracts from
his full and heartfelt commitment to remember and honor the victims of the
Holocaust and the American soldiers who gave their lives to defeat the Nazi
regime and its crimes.

Sincerely,

M. B. Oglesby, Jr.
Assistant to the President

The Honorable Tom Lantos
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

MBO/STATE/NSC/KRJ/ech MB 8
cc: Will Ball, Cong. Affrs.









-

— T0¢ed

. leader.

' T Hasor

Ronald Reagan

President of the United States ' /fkéﬂﬁfiﬁz
White House Q(\SU \,
Washington D.C. 20500 QEQ ‘2 /é%z

Sir:

Forty years ago a small remnant of what has been a great Jewish
community, walked, crawled, hobbled or was carried out from
German concentration camps. One need only to read the eyewitness
description of General Eisenhower and this will void any need

to describe it, as if one ever could.

Your being in Germany during the first week of May, and demon-
stratively ignore an anniversary as propitious as this is a
grievous mistake. Not only will it place at the wrong side, it
will also have the opposite of the desired effect.

You ought to reconsider.

Because you so auspiciously celebrated the allied landings on
their fortieth anniversary. :

Because you are negating the words you uttered before thousands
of Jewish survivors gathered in Washington.

Because you, I am sure do not have the desire to be listed along
the Babi Yar crowd.

Because you are the moral leader of the West, proferred on you by
these millions of well intentioned people having elected you their

Because by not memorializing you are negating the slow process of
accepting the fact that there just might have been some predestinef
leaders in this country who cared but had no opportunity to act
at that time, but will now and in the future stand up with us and
be counted. -

Last but not least; because Germans, decent ones, the vast:
majority, grapple with the guilt feelings imposed upon them by a
heritage not of their making, but theirs forever, need to be
reassured that to remember is not to demean. To remember is not to
repeat. To remember is to remind of what hatred by one group and
ignoring it by others will cause. Remembering is coming to terms
with it. There is no reason why Germans troubled by their heritage
can not one day remember and mourn the past and then on another
celebrate the future. : :

From one of those who hobbled out, an American citizen who is the
proud possesor of a 35 year old $10.000.00 uncc

_Arsurance olicy.
Sincerely, ’ /&A VIL:}_ .

Martin H. Lax

[

X

Ve V4 .
: RAMADA aivin

24801 Rockside Road ¢ Bedford Heights, Ohio 4414€
(216} 439-2500




A Declaration of Solidarity and Sympathy:

Forty years, I can not forget, I will not ignore, I have made
an effort to forgive the pain and debasement I had to endure,
but I will not even entertain the thought of forgiving the most
obscene carnage in history visited upon my fellow Jews. This
will not keep me from reaching out in sympathy and solidarity
to that great majority of the younger German generation pained
by the legacy they have inherited, struggling to understand
what their fathers wrought.

Decent Germans grapple with the guilt feelings imposed upon them
by a heritage not of their making, yet their's forever. Germans
have alot to celebrate and alot more to remember. To remember

is not to demean, but to remind of what ignoring, not caring

and spreading hatred leads to. In their case to come to terms
with the past.

Being a former K-zettler and observing the dilemma our leaders
are in, I ask people of goodwill to join me in order to give
strength in numbers to add volume to the voice making a
declaration of solidarity and sympathy with those Germans who
feel a need to remember, to reassure them that there is no reason
why Germans troubled by their heritage can not one day remember

" the past and another celebrate the future.

RAMADA INN

24801 Rockside Road e Bedford Heights, Ohio 44146
(216) 439-2500
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April 12, 1985
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MEMORANDUM FOR/mﬁ\IE HIGGINS
"4",

FROM: JOAN DE CAIN
SUBJECT: ) o
The President received many ' ‘ "7 regarding his proposed
visit to the German Cemetery. =v, cu..c.s expressed negative

feelings to the trip as planned and 24 were favorable. These
calls were received between 9:00 A.M. and 1:30 P.M., Friday,
April 12, 1985




CLASSIFICATION

CIRCLE ONE BELOW MODE PAGES
IMMEDIATE B SECURE FAX # DTG
PRIORITY ADMIN FAX # RELEASER
ROUTINE RECORD #

FROM/LOCATION

. SARA EMERY/WHITE HOUSE

TO/LOCATION/TIME OF RECEIPT

. DAVID CHEW/SANTA BARBARA

\ LARRY SPEAKES/SANTA BARBARA

L

1.
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1.

2.

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS/REMARKS:
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MEMORANIN N

WASHINGTON

April 15, 1985

MEMORANDUM FOR ANNE HIGGINS

FROM: JOAN C. DE CAIN M
i

1)

SUBJECT: RIP

The following represents a tally of the calls received regarding
the President's visit to the German cemetery. The calls reflect
positive and negatives to the trip as planned.

positive negative
~- close of business 4/12 75 677
~—- as of 11:15 A.M. 4/15 75 170

150 847



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

April 15, 1985

TO: ANNE HIGGINS
FROM: (CAD
RE: Mail on President's Germany Trip

The total volumwe of mail received on the
President's forthcaoming trip to Germany
and its itinerary is 929 pieces. Almost
80% of the mail came in this morning in
telegrams/mailgrams. Considered in terms
of the President's decision not to visit
Dachau or another concentration camp site,
the count is as follows:

FRO CON COMMENTS
59 863 7

Approximately one-fourth of the "CON"
mail asks the President to visit both a
concentration camp and the German war
cemetery or do neither. The rest are
straight pro-and-con a visit to Dachau.















SIDNEY G. SLOVES
249 KNEELAND AVENUE
YONKERS, N. Y. 10705

-

3108472

~

April 12, 1985

President Reagan:

For shame that you would allow Patrick J. Buchanan to dictate policy
for you that you know is morally wrong.

The murder of 6 million Jews and millions of non - Jews in brutua},
sadistic, cold calculating fashion can NEVER be forgotten or for-
given.

We can have normal relations with those that were our enemies, Japan,
Germany and our present adversary, Russia, but each generation must
be aware of the atrocities of the past. That is the only hope against
it repeating itself.

You should visit the death camps and if you want to remember dead
soldiers, remember OURS, lying in every country in western Europe,
forever, never to return.

To honor dead German soldiers, some of those who may have participated
in the Malmedy massacre is outrageous.

Fear not for German feelings, you are the President of the United
States, not the German Republic, and your first allegiance is to the
feelings of your people.

You were elected President, NOT Pat Buchanan. He has consistently
made his position about the Nazi atrocities clear on his cable
programs and in his columns. He wants it to be forgotten, to go

away. I hope and pray you will reconsider and that you will not for-

get the brutalization of an entire race.

8incerely,




Mail/ Telegrams Count on President'. Visit to Bitburg Cemetery N }ﬁ ,7( /{/? - .

A D
Date PRO CON TOTAL COMMENTS
April 8-11 - - -
April 12-13 3 104 107
April 15 67 898 965
April 16 17 144 205 5
39(p)*
April 17 22 252 275 1
April 18 17 276 299 6
April 19-20 119 676 939 le
128 (p)
April 22 329 1361 1824 45
‘ 89 (P)
April 23 83 815 1164 145
121(p)
April 24 77 542 743 7
117 (p)
April 25 80 797 914 21
16 (P)
April 26-27 335 1245 2219 34
605 (P)
April 29 364 799 1260 18
79 (P)
April 30 700 3083 3984 40
151(p)
2 21 TonAn2 14,898 338%*
1,2:5(®)
12,347
* Mail marked with a (P) is "— " or preprinted mail, including

identical telegrams, sent ... «wo part of an identifiable, organized
mail campaign.

*%  Comments is a category for mail identifiable as neither "pro" nor
"con", Lut typically offering suggestions or relating a personal exper-
ience.

Telephone Calls/Count Re Bitburg (By Week)

PRO CON TOTAL
April 8-12 75 677 752
April 15-19 851 2419 3270
April 22-~26 1437 4488 5925
April 29-30 2190 - 2358 4548
TOTAL 4483 9942 A AnE

5/2/85


















4-0180495105 04/15/85
I1CS IFMMTZZ CSF
5167425238 FOM TDMT ALEERTSON NY 38 04-15 1P48F EST:

FMS FRESIDENT RONALD KEAGAN
WHITE HOUSE DC 20500
DO NOT HONOR NAZI SOLDIERS WHO COMMITED ®AGTTIE© ATonrtTroe ATTERFTING
TO DESTROY FREEDOM ANDSLAVE WORLD
RATHER EXFRESS AMERICAN SYMFATHY FOR MILLIONS MURDER VIGCTIMS ARND
AMERICAN ALLY CHILDREN WHO DIED DEFENDING DEMOCRACY AND FREEDGM DO
NOT HONOR HITLER NOW

M EBURDMAN

59 HILLDALE RD

ALEERTSON NY 11507

1

1247 EST






4-0045365105 04/15/85
ICS IPMENGZ CSF o

5137616299 FON TDEN CINCINNATI OH 35 04-15 09374 E640 A0: 57
FMS FRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN
WHITE HOUSE DC 20500
ME ARE SHOCKED RY YOUR INSENSITIVE DECISION TO HONOR NATZI WAR DEAD
AT A GERMAN MILITARY CEMETERY AND YOUR REFUSAL TO VISIT ONE OF THE
HOLOCAUST CONCENTRATION CAMFS. THIS IS FOLITICAL HYFOCRISY AT ITS
WORSE

RAE AND EOE LEVIN

906 OREGON TRAIL

CINCINNATI OH 45215

0936 EST



4-0077245105 04/15/85
ICS IPMMTZZ CSF 05 v e
3059892938 FOM TDPMT HOLLYWDOD FL 20 04-15 10304 EST =~ '0 Al g8
FMS FRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN
WHITE HOUSE DC 20500
I CANNOT BELIEVE THAT YOU AS PRESIDENT MADE THE DECISION NOT TO VISIT
AMERICAN SOLDIERS KILLED WW II VERY DISAFFOINTED
IDA ROSENELUM
3111 NORTH OCEAN DR
HOLLYWOOD FL 33019

1029 ESTY
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4-0194508105 04/15/85
1CS IFMENGZ CSF

5166763651 FOM TDEN ROCKVILLE CENTER NY 13 04095\BHdar By p/
FMS FRESIDENT KONALD REAGAN
WHITE HOUSE DC 20500
AS A WORLD WAR II VETERAN I FROTEST YOUR VISIT TO NAZI’S CEMETARIES.

SIDNEY WAYNE

145 HARVARD AVE

ROCKVILLE CENTER NY 11570

1304 EST






4-0032968105 04/15/85
ICS IPMMTZZ CSF
6097998487 FOM TDMT CRANEURY NJ 10 04-15 09944 EHT A G : ZD
FMS FRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN
WHITE HOUSE DC 20500
VISITING GERMAN CEMETARY DIFLOMATIC COURTESY. VISITING AUSCHWITZ
NECESSITY FOR HUMANITY |
DR AND MRS MICHAEL BROWN
15 CHANNING WAY
CRANEURY NJ 08512

0903 EST
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THE IT HOU!

ASHINGTON

4-15-85

TO: DAVID CHEW
FROM: ANNE HIGGIN
SUBJECT: CALLS ON GERMAN TRIP

Just fyi, the calls on the President's proposed visit to a
German cemetary number as follows:

Positive Negative
4/12 75 677
4/15 160 432

235 1,109
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