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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 23, 1985

Dear Nir. Zeeman:

I'm sorry tc be so late in answering your letter of
March 30. I've been away, as you know, so it wasn't
brought to my attention until a few days ago.

Believe me, I can understand your feeling of outrage and,
yes, that cf Mr. Rosensaft, but I would like to point out
that the presentation of this episode in the media has been
grossly distorted. Let me put the matter in proper
perspective,

I will be in West Germany at the end of this month, as a
guest of the German government, as we commemorate the
40th Anniversary of the end of World War II. Chancellor
Helmut Kohl approached me some time ago as to what might
be a proper observance of that event. 1 expressed the
opinion that it was time for the world to view the day as
one of gratitude that we have achieved friendship between
former enemies, and forty years of peace. Of the seven
nations represented at the Economic Summit, three were
enemies of the other four in World War II. Now we meet
annually as Allies.

Some time later, Chancellor Kohl asked me to be a guest of
his government for a state visit following the Summit. He
outlined a schedule which included our joint visit to the
Bitburg Cemetery on our way to a visit with our American
troops. Although the idea of a visit to Dachau had been
raised, I had the impression that the German government
preferred that I not visit that camp. I felt that for me to
do this on my own while a guest of the German government
would be taken as an affront to the people of Germany,
and would be at odds with the spirit of reconciliation the
Chancellor was trying to achieve. I am afraid I did not
explain this very well when the question was asked in the
press conference.



2

Only a short time ago did I learn thst there had been
some confusion, and that a visit to a concentration camp
was being suggested by the German government as part of
the official itinerary. I, of course, immediately accepted.

Mr, Zeeman, my feelings about the Holocaust can be
summed up in the words I have used a hundred times, "we
must never forget and it must never happen again." Since
I have been President, we have regularly hosted gatherings
in the East Room of survivors of the Holocaust. I am more
pleased than I can say that the visit to a concentration
camp will be a part of the official program,.

Thank you for giving me a chance to explain and to
respond to Mr. Rosensaft's article.

Sincerely,

1< mta (o

Mr. Jesse A. Zeeman
2500 Virginia Avenue
Washington, D.C. 20037



April 24, 1985

MR. PRESIDENT:

You drafted the attached
response to Mr. Zeeman and NSC

has edited it to conform with
your recent public statements.

David L. Chew
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THE NEW YORK TIMES, SATURDAY, MARCH 30, 1985
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" By Menachem Z. Rosensaft

President Reagan apparently be-
lieves that all Germans alive today
are under 60 years old. According to
him, “very few”’ Germans today even

remember, let alone took part in, the

Second World War, and none of them
‘‘were adults and participating in any
way’’ in the events of 40 years ago.

This is his rationale for not going to
Dachau next month and not paying
homage to the victims of Nazism. He
is afraid that the German people’s
“unnecessary’’ guilt feelings would
be aggravated if the President of the
United States were to visit ‘the site of
a Nazi concentration camp. It would
seem that a brief history lesson is in
order.

In 1943, when my parents arrived at
Auschwitz, they were in their early
30’s. Most of the German guards and
doctors who tortured them and sent
their families to the gas chambers
were their age or younger. Similarly,
many of the killers of Treblin-

Menachem Z. Rosensaft, a lawyer, is
founding chairman of the Interna-
tional Network of Children of Jewish
Holocaust Survivors.

ka, Bergen-Belsen, Dachau and all
the other death camps were in their
20’s and 30’s when they participated
in the annihilation of six million Euro-
pean Jews. Nazi Germany was, after
all, youth-oriented. Relatively few of
these mass murderers died in battle,
and only a handful of them were exe-
cuted for their crimes after the war.
Thus, many of them are today in their
60’s and 70’s, still alive and well and
living in Germany.

Josef Mengele, the notorious chief

doctor of Auschwitz, for example,
was two months younger than my fa-
ther and a year and a half younger
than my mother. Mengele is now 74
years old — exactly the same age as
President Reagan. Somehow, I think
Mengele remembers the Third Reich.
So do his high school and university
classmates.

Klaus Barbie, a Gestapo chief in
Nazi-occupied France, who is now
awaiting trial in a French jail, was
born in 1915. Seven of the 22 defend-
ants in the 1963 trial in Frankfurt of
onetime Auschwitz SS men were also
born after Mr. Reagan.

One frequently reads about the
reunions that old SS gangs hold
throughout Germany. When they
meet, they reminisce about the good

old days -— when men were men and
Jews were subhuman — and pro-

claim anew their loyalty to the .

Fiihrer. Today, they must be in great
spirits. After 40 years, the President
of the United States has finally said
that it is all right to forget all about
them and their barbarous exploits.

But Nazi war criminals are not the
only Germans who were adults be-
tween 1940 and 1945. West Germany’s
President, Richard von Weizsacker,
is 65 years old; the Bavarian Prime
Minister, Franz Josef Strauss, is only
70. They, together with all the surviv-
ing veterans of Hitler’s armed forces
and storm troopers, bear at least a
share of responsibility -— if not per-
sonal guilt — for the Holocaust.

I do not mean to imply that all Ger-
mans were Nazis, or that any Ger-
raan born after 1945 should be held re-
sponsible for the Holocaust. The fact
is, however, that Hitler’s Final Solu-
tion of the ““Jewish Question” was
planned and implemented by the Ger-
man Government in the name of the
German people. Whatever President
Reagan thinks, a nation’s identity is
the totality of its past, the bad as well
as the good. Thus, the Holocaust is
and must remain forever a part of the
German national heritage.

an Errs on the Holocaust

None.of this should really surprise
President Reagan. He, too, remem-
bers the war. Two years ago, he told a
gathering of more than 15,000 Holo-
caust survivors: “Our most sacred
task now is insuring that the memory
of this greatest of human tragedies,
the Holocaust, never fades — that its
lessonssare not forgotten.”

Why, then, his disingenuous excuse
for not going to Dachau? The disturb-
ing answer is that while it is politi-
cally advantageous for him to speak
about the Holocaust to Jewish audi-
ences in the United States, he does not
want to risk offending anyone — even
Nazis — in Germany. )

President Reagan’s refusal to ob-
serve the 40th anniversary of the end
of the Holocaust is morally offensive.
He has made it clear that for him, the
dead of Dachau, symbolic of the dead
of all the Nazi concentration camps,
are less worthy of respect than the
fallen soldiers of Normandy or the
G.1.’s who lie buried in Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery. In essence, he is
telling the world that he cares more
about contemporary German sensi-
bilities than about the memory of Hit-
ler’s victims. As a son of Holocaust
survivors, I am angry. As an Amer-
ican, I am ashamed. 0
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ACTION April 22, 1985

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT M. RIMMITT

Al

FROM: TYRUS W. COBB

SUBJECT: Presidential Letter to Jesse Zeeman Regarding
Visit to Concentration Camp

Attached at Tab I is your response to David Chew regarding the
revised letter to Mr. Zeeman. You note that the NSC has no
objection to this revised draft.

RECOMMENDAT ION

That you approve the response to Chew at Tab I.

Approve IC Disapprove

Attachment
Tab I Response to David Chew -~ Revised Draft




Draft Revised by Senior Staff

Dear Mr. Zeeman:

I'm sorry to be so late in answering your letter of March 30th.
I've been away, as you know, so it wasn't brought to my attention
until a few days ago.

Believe me, I can understand your feeling of outrage and, yes,
that of Mr. Rosensaft, but I would like to point out that the
presentation of this episode in the media has been grossly
distorted. Let me put the matter in proper perspective.

. I will be in West Germany at the end of this month, as a guest of
the German Government, as we commemorate the 40th Anniversary of
the end of World War II. Chancellor Helmut Kohl approached me
some time ago as to what might be a proper observance of that
event., I expressed the opinion that it was time for the world to
view the day as one of gratitude that we have achieved friendship
between former enemies, and forty years of peace. Of the seven
nations represented at the Economic Summit, three were enemies of
the other four in World War II. Now we meet annually as Allies.

Some time later, Chancellor Kohl asked me to be a guest of his
government for a state visit following the summit. He outlined a
schedule which included our joint visit to the Bitburg cemetery
on our way to a church service with our American troops. Al-
though the idea of a visit to Dachau had been raised, I had the
impression that the German Government preferred that I not visit
that camp. I felt that for me to do this on my own while a guest
of the German Government would be taken as an affront to the
people of Germany, and would be at odds with the spirit of
reconciliation the Chancellor was trying to achieve. I am afraid
I did not explain this very well when the question was asked in
the press conference.

Only a short time ago did I learn that there had been some
confusion, and that a visit to a concentration camp was being
suggested by the German Government as part of the official
itinerary. I, of course, immediately accepted.

Mr. Zeeman, my feelings about the Holocaust can be summed up in
the words I have used a hundred times, "we must never forget and
it must never happen again." Since I have been President, we
have reqgularly hosted gatherings in the East Room of survivors of
the Holocaust. I am more pleased than I can say that the visit
to a concentration camp will be a part of the official program.

Thank you for giving me a change to explain and to respond to Mr.
Rosensaft's article.

Sincerely,

Ronald Reagan
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MEMORANDUM'

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
April 19, 1985

MEMORANDUM FOR DAVID CHEW

FROM : ROBERT M. KIMMITT L} 5,.

SUBJECT: Presidential Letter to Jesse Zeeman
Regarding Visit to Concentration Camp
[ ]

Attached at Tab A 1s a redraft of the President's letter to
Jesse Zeeman to include the edits of the NSC staff and
State.

EE

Attachment
Tab A ~ Redraft of Presidential L.etter to Zeeman
Tab B ~ Original Draft
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ACTION April 18” 1985
MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT M, KIMMITT
FROM : TYRUS W. COBI
SUBJECT: Presidential Letter to Jesse Zeeman Regarding

Visit to Concentration Camp

Attached at Tab I is a memo from you to David Chew, forwarding
our edits on the President's letter to Jesse Zeeman regarding a
visit to a concentration camp.

Attachments
Tab I Memo to Chew
Tab A ~ Re-draft of Presidential Letter
Tab B - Original Draft and Background Material



DRAFT

April 17, 1985

hes beon goossly

Dear Mr. Zeeman: ef////
I'm sorry to be so late in answering your lett of March 30th.

I've been away, as you know, so it wasn't brogght to my attention
until a few days ago.

Believe me, I can understand your feeling ¢f outrage and, yes, that
of Mr. Rosensaft, but i that the -media~
presentation of this -whete episode_i 1

put the matter in propér perspective. ,Helm

® s e
. . Ry 3%??01“6& bo W Couma >
I will be in West Germany as 3"2 gﬁ% o thefgover ment at-the-time-
$<the 40th anniversary of % Chancellor/Kohl approached me

some time ago as to what might be a proper observance of that &a. :
I expressed the opinion that it was time for the world to view the

day as one of , at have achieved friendship, and forty .
years of peacef{between enemies—6f—the 8&Ven nations represented
at the economic summit; were enemies of the other four in Ww II.

Now we meet annually as allies.

Some time later Chancellor Kohl asked me to be a guest of his government
for a state visit following the summit. _He outlined a schedule which
included our joint visit to the Bitberg cemetery on our way to a church
service with our American troops. At about this same time I was told
a West German political figure had asked me to pay a visit tq Dachau.
I felt that for me to do this on my own while a guest of EE%?MG§Ernment
would be taken as an affront to the people of Germany and at odds with
the spirit of reconciliation the Chancellor was trying to achieve.

- 3 L3 ive-. I'm afraid
I didn't explain this very well when the question was asked in the press

conference. N
9o
Only a short time ago when the media blitz reached {Germany did I 1 afﬁﬁig

there had been some mix-up or confusion and that u visi
part of the official itinerary. I, of course, immediately accepte

Mr. Zeeman, my feelings about the Holocaust can be summed up in the
words I've used a hundred times; "we must never forget and it must

never happen again." Since I've been President we have regularly qﬁ €
hosted gatherings in the Fast Room of survivors of the Holocaust.

I'm more pleased than I can say that the visit to a concentration

camp will be a part of the official program. -
In a few days frem now and prior to my trip I'll be attending a ZL”S
ceremony here honoring survivors of the Holocaust.

Thank you for giving me a chance to explain and to respond to-
Mr. Rosensaft's article.

Sincerely,

RONALD REAGAN



DRAFT

April 17, 1985

Dear Mr. Zeeman:

I'm sorry to be so late in answering your letter of March 30th.
I've been away, as you know, so it wasn't brought to my attention
until a few days ago.

Believe me, I can understand your feeling of outrage and, yes, that
of Mr. Rosensaft, but let me say in my own defense that the media
presentation of this whole episode is a gross distortion of fact.
I'll try to put the matter in proper perspective.

I will be in West Germany as a guest of the government at the time

of the 40th anniversary of V.E. Day. Chancellor Kohl approached me

" some time ago as to what might be a proper observance of that day.

I expressed the opinion that it was time for the world to view the

day as one of gratitude that we have achieved friendship and forty

years of peace between erstwhile enemies. Of the seven nations represented
at the economic summit, three were enemies of the other four in WW II.

Now we meet annually as allies.

Some time later Chancellor Kohl asked me to be a guest of his government
for a state visit following the summit. He outlined a schedule which
included our joint visit to the Bitberg cemetery on our way to a church
service with our American troops. At about this same time I was told

a West German political figure had asked me to pay a visit to Dachau.

I felt that for me to do this on my own while a guest of the government
would be taken as an affront to the people of Germany and at odds with
the spirit of reconciliation the Chancellor was trying to achieve.
Frankly I suspected the invitation had a political motive. I'm afraid

I didn't explain this very well when the question was asked in the press
conference.

Only a short time ago when the media blitz reached Germany did I learn
there had been some mix-up or confusion and that the Dachau visit was
part of the official itinerary. I, of course, immediately accepted.

Mr. Zeeman, my feelings about the Holocaust can be summed up in the
words I've used a hundred times; "we must never forget and it must
never happen again." Since I've been President we have regularly
hosted gatherings in the East Room of survivors of the Holocaust.
I'm more pleased than I can say that the visit to a concentration
camp will be a part of the official program.

In a few days from now and prior to my trip I'll be attending a
ceremony here honoring survivors of the Holocaust.

Thank you for giving me a chance to explain and to respond to
Mr. Rosensaft's article.

Sincerely,

RONALD REAGAN



Draft Revised by Senior Staff

Dear Mr., Zeeman:

I'm sorry to be so late in answering your letter of March 30th.
I've been away, as you know, so it wasn't brought to my attention
until a few days ago.

Believe me, I can understand your feeling of outrage and, yes,
that of Mr. Rosensaft, but I would like to point out that the
presentation of this episode in the media has been grossly
distorted. Let me put the matter in proper perspective.

. I will be in West Germany at the end of this month, as a guest of
the German Government, as we commemorate the 40th Anniversary of
the end of World War II. Chancellor Helmut Kohl approached me
some time ago as to what might be a proper observance of that
event. I expressed the opinion that it was time for the world to
view the day as one of gratitude that we have achieved friendship
between former enemies, and forty years of peace. Of the seven
nations represented at the Economic Summit, three were enemies of
the other four in World war II. Now we meet annually as Allies.

Some time later, Chancellor Kohl asked me to be a guest of his
government for a state visit following the summit. He outlined a
schedule which included our joint visit to the Bitburg cemetery
on our way to a church service with our American troops. Al-
though the idea of a wvisit to Dachau had been raised, I had the
impression that the German Government preferred that I not visit
that camp. I felt that for me to do this on my own while a guest
of the German Government would be taken as an affront to the
people of Germany, and would be at odds with the spirit of
reconciliation the Chancellor was trying to achieve. I am afraid
I did not explain this very well when the question was asked in
the press conference.

Only a short time ago did I learn that there had been some
confusion, and that a visit to a concentration camp was being
suggested by the German Government as part of the official
itinerary. I, of course, immediately accepted.

Mr. Zeeman, my feelings about the Holocaust can be summed up in
the words I have used a hundred times, "we must never forget and
it must never happen again.” Since I have been President, we
have regularly hosted gatherings in the East Room of survivors of
the Holocaust. - I am more pleased than I can say that the visit
to a concentration camp will be a part of the official program.

Thank you for giving me a change to explain and to respond to Mr.
Rosensaft's article.

Sincerely,

Ronald Reagan
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JESSE A. ZEEMAN

/m{f
March 30tk 19395

The Honorable Ronald Reagan
The Presi‘dent of the United States
Washington, D. O,
Dear !'r, President:
I cannot conceive of any Jewish person in the
United States disagreeing with the enclosed
article, written by i.. 4. Rosensaft, concern-
ing your decision not to visit Dachau during
your planned visit to Germany. I feel sure
multitudes of people of other nersusions hold

this view, as well.

In addition to the point stressed by !r. Rosensaft
that tnere are many Zermsnsg alive who participated
in that infamous pogrem, the abuse and slaughter
of six million Jews is a part of Germany's
heritage and should not be allowed to be forgotten

Jest it happen again.

Please iir. President, reconsider your plan and

place Dachau on your itinerary.

TE€ESSE A . 2 Z2EMAN




" By Menachem Z. Rosensaft

President Reagan apparently be-
lieves that all Germans alive today
are under 60 years old. According to
him, *“‘very few'’ Germans today even

remember, let alone took part in, the

Second World War, and none of them
‘““were adults and participating in any
way” in the events of 4) years ago.
This is his rationale for not going to
Dachau next month and not paying
homage to the victims of Nazism. He
is afraid that the German people’s
‘“‘unnecessary’’ guilt feelings would
be aggravated if the President of the
United States were to visit the site of
a Nazi concentration camp. It would

seem that a brief history lesson is in

order. ‘

In 1943, when my parents arrived at
Auschwitz, they were in their early
30’s. Most of the German guards and
doctors who tortured them and sent
their families to the gas chambers
were their age or younger. Similarly,
many of the killers of Treblin-

Menachem Z. Rosensaft, a lawyer, is
founding chairman of the Interna-
tional Network of Children of Jewish
Holocaust Survivors. ‘\“

THE NEW YORK TIMES, SATURDAY, MARCH 30, 195

Reagan Errs on the Holocaust

ka, Bergen-Belsen, Dachau and all
the other death camps were in their
20’s and 30’s when they participated
in the annihilation of six million Euro-
pean Jews. Nazi Germany was, after
all, youth-oriented. Relatively few of
these mass murderers died in battle,
and only a handful of them were exe-
cuted for their crimes after the war.
Thus, many of them are today in their
60’s and 70’s, still alive and well and
living in Germany.

Josef Mengele, the notorious chief

doctor of Auschwitz, for example,
was two months younger than my fa-
ther and a year and a half younger
than my mother. Mengele is now 74
years old — exactly the same age as
President Reagan. Somehow, I think
Mengele remembers the Third Reich.
So do his high school and university
classmates.

Klaus Barbie, a Gestapo chief in
Nazi-occupied France, who is now
awaiting trial in a French jail, was
born in 1915. Seven of the 22 defend-
ants in the 1963 trial in Frankfurt of
onetime Auschwitz SS men were also
born after Mr. Reagan.

One frequently reads about the
reunions that old SS gangs hold

throughout Germany. When they
meet, they reminisce about the good

old days -—— when men were men and
Jews were subhuman — and pro-

claim anew. their loyalty to the .

Fiihrer. Today, they must be in great
spirits. After 40 years, the President
of the United States has finally said
that it is all right to forget all about
them and their barbarous exploits.

But Nazi war criminals are not the
only Germans who were adults be-
tween 1940 and 1945. West Germany’s
President, Richard von Weizsécker,
is 65 years old; the Bavarian Prime
Minister, Franz Josef Strauss, is only
70. They, together with all the surviv-
ing veterans of Hitler’s armed forces
and storm troopers, bear at least a
share of responsibility — if not per-
sonal guilt — for the Holocaust.

1 do not mean to imply that all Ger-
mans were Nazis, or that any Ger-
man born after 1945 should be held re-
sponsible for the Holocaust. The fact
i5, however, that Hitler’s Final Solu-
tion of the “Jewish Question” was
planned and implemented by the Ger-
man Government in the name of the
German people. Whatever Presjdent
Reagan thinks, a nation’s identity is
the totality of its past, the bad as well
as the good. Thus, the Holocaust is
and must remain forever a part of the
German national heritage.

None, of this should really surprise
President Reagan. He, t00, remem-
bers the war. Two years ago, hetold a
gathering of more than 15,000 Holo-
caust survivors: “Our most sacred
task now is insuring that the memory
of this greatest of human tragedies,
the Holocaust, never fades — that its
lessonsgare not forgotten.”

Why, then, his disingenuous excuse
for not going to Dachau? The disturb-
ing answer is that while it is politi-
cally advantageous for him to speak
about the Holocaust to Jewish audi-
ences in the United States, he does not
waunt to risk offending anyone — even
Nazis — in Germany. )

President Reagan’s refusal to ob-
serve the 40th anniversary of the end
of the Holocaust is morally offensive.
He has made it clear that for him, the
dead of Dachau, symbolic of the dead
of all the Nazi concentration camps,
are less worthy of respect than the
fallen soldiers of Normandy or the
G.1.’s who lie buried in Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery. In essence, he is
telling the world that he cares more
about contemporary German sensi-
bilities than about the memory of Hit-
ler’s victims. As a son of Holocaust
survivors, [ am angry. As an Amer-
ican, ] am ashamed. 0

D
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The President drafted a response to Mr. Zeeman's letter at Tab A.

As this draft has been overtaken by events, the NSC has prepared

a revised draft at Tab B. We propose sending in the revised draft in
for the President's signature this afternoon unless there are any
objections.

RESPONSE: The NSC has no objection to the revised draft letter to
Mr. Zeeman at Tab B. .

Robert M. meitt

Executive Secretary David L. Chew
Staff Secretary

Q2 AP ﬁﬁuv Ext. 2702
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for the President's signature this afternoon unless there are any
.objections.

RESPONSE:

David L. Chew
Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702



" By Menachem Z. Rosensaft

President Reagan apparently be-
lieves that all Germans alive today
are under 60 years old. According to
him, ‘‘very few”” Germans today even
remember, let
Second World War, and none of them
“were adults and participating in any
way”’ in the events of 40 years ago.

This is his rationale for not going to
Dachau next month and not paying
homage to the victims of Nazism. He
is afraid that the German people’s
‘“‘unnecessary’’ guilt feelings would
be aggravated if the President of the
United States were to visit ‘the site of
a Nazi concentration camp. It would

seem that a brief history lesson isin

order.

In 1943, when my parents arrived at
Auschwitz, they were in their early
30’s. Most of the German guards and
doctors who tortured them and sent
their families to the gas chambers
were their age or younger. Similarly,
many of the Kkillers of Treblin-

one took part in, the

Menachem Z. Rosensaft, a lawyer, is
founding chairman of the Interna-
tional Network of Children of Jewish
Holocaust Survivors. Ts
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~ Reagan Errs on the Holocaust

ka, Bergen-Belsen, Dachau and all
the other death camps were in their
20’s and 30’s when they participated
in the annihilation of six million Euro-
pean Jews. Nazi Germany was, after
all, youth-oriented. Relatively few of
these mass murderers died in battle,
and only a handful of them were exe-
cuted for their crimes after the war.
Thus, many of them are today in their
60’s and 70’s, still alive and well and
living in Germany.

Josef Mengele, the notorious chief

doctor of Auschwitz, for example,
was two months younger than my fa-
ther and a year and a half younger
than my mother. Mengele is now 74
years old — exactly the same age as
President Reagan. Somehow, I think
Mengele remembers the Third Reich.
So do his high school and university
classmates.

Klaus Barbie, a Gestapo chief in
Nazi-occupied France, who is now
awaiting trial in a French jail, was
born in 1915. Seven of the 22 defend-
ants in the 1863 trial in Frankfurt of
onetime Auschwitz SS men were also
born after Mr. Reagan.

One frequently reads about the
reunions that old SS gangs hold

throughout Germany. When they
meet, they reminisce about the good

old days — when men were men and
Jews were subhuman — and pro-

claim anew. their loyalty to the .

Fiihrer. Today, they must be in great
spirits. After 40 years, the President
of the United States has finally said

that it is all right to forget all about

them and their barbarous exploits.

But Nazi war criminals are not the
only Germans who were adults be-
tween 1940 and 1845. West Germany's
President, Richard von Weizsidcker,
is 65 years old; the Bavarian Prime
Minister, Franz Josef Strauss, is only
70. They, together with all the surviv-
ing veterans of Hitler’s armed forces
and storm troopers, bear at least a
share of responsibility — if not per-
sonal guilt — for the Holocaust.

I do not mean to imply that all Ger-
mans were Nazis, or that any Ger-
man born after 1945 should be held re-
sponsible for the Holocaust. The fact
is, however, that Hitler’s Final Solu-
tion of the ‘‘Jewish Question” was
planned and implemented by the Ger-
man Government in the name of the
German people. Whatever President
Reagan thinks, a nation’s identity is
the totality of its past, the bad as well
as. the good. Thus, the Holocaust is
and must remain forever a part of the
German national heritage.

None, of this should really surprise
President Reagan. He, too, remem-
bers the war. Two years ago, he told a
gathering of more than 15,000 Holo-
caust survivors: ‘“‘Our most sacred
task now is insuring that the memory
of this greatest of human tragedies,
the Holocaust, never fades — that its
lessonsiare not forgotten.”

Why, then, his disingenuous excuse
for not going to Dachau? The disturb-
ing answer is that while it is politi-
cally advantageous for him to speak
about the Holocaust to Jewish audi-
ences in the United States, he does not
want to risk offending anyone — even
Nazis ~ in Germany.

President Reagan’s refusal to ‘ob-
serve the 40th anniversary of the end
of the Holocaust is morally offensive.
He has made it clear that for him, the
dead of Dachau, symbolic of the dead
of all the Nazi concentration camps,
are less worthy of respect than the
fallen soldiers of Normandy or the
G.1.’s who lie buried in Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery. In essence, he is
telling the world that he cares more
about contemporary German sensi-
bilities than about the memory of Hit-
ler’s victims. As a son of Holocaust
survivors, I am angry. As an Amer-
ican, Tam ashamed. n







DRAFT

April 17, 1985

Dear Mr. Zeeman:

I'm sorry to be so late in answering your letter of March 30th.
I've been away, as you know, so it wasn't brought to my attention
until a few days ago.

Believe me, I can understand your feeling of outrage and, yes, that
of Mr. Rosensaft, but let me say in my own defense that the media
presentation of this whole episode is a gross distortion of fact.
I'll try to put the matter in proper perspective.

I will be in West Germany as a guest of the government at the time

of the 40th anniversary of V.E. Day. Chancellor Kohl approached me

some time ago as to what might be a proper observance of that day.

I expressed the opinion that it was time for the world to view the

day as one of gratitude that we have achieved friendship and forty

years of peace between erstwhile enemies. Of the seven nations represented
at the economic summit, three were enemies of the other four in WW II.

Now we meet annually as allies.

Some time later Chancellor Kohl asked me to be a guest of his government
for a state visit following the summit. He outlined a schedule which
included our joint visit to the Bitberg cemetery on our way to a church
service with our American troops. At about this same time I was told

a West German political figure had asked me to pay a visit to Dachau.

I felt that for me to do this on my own while a guest of the government
would be taken as an affront to the people of Germany and at odds with
the spirit of reconciliation the Chancellor was trying to achieve.
Frankly I suspected the invitation had a political motive. I'm afraid

I didn't explain this very well when the question was asked in the press
conference.

Only a short time ago when the media blitz reached Germany did I learn
there had been some mix-up or confusion and that the Dachau visit was
part of the official itinerary. I, of course, immediately accepted.

Mr. Zeeman, my feelings about the Holocaust can be summed up in the
words I've used a hundred times; "we must never forget and it must
never happen again." Since I've been President we have regularly
hosted gatherings in the East Room of survivors of the Holocaust.
I'm more pleased than I can say that the visit to a concentration
camp will be a part of the official program.

In a few days from now and prior to my trip I'll be attending a
ceremony here honoring survivors of the Holocaust.

Thank you for giving me a chance to explain and to respond to
Mr. Rosensaft's article.

Sincerely,

RONALD REAGAN
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DATE: ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY:
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SUBJECT: DRAFT LETTER TO MR. JESSE ZEEMAN RE VISIT TO A CONCENTRATION

CAMP DURING VISIT TO GERMANY

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI

VICE PRESIDENT O O OGLESBY O O

REGAN O O ROLLINS O O

DEAVER O O SPEAKES ‘G/ 0

STOCKMAT" — 0 SVAHN O 4
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REMARKS:

The President drafted a response to Mr. Zeeman's letter at Tab A.

As this draft has been overtaken by events, the NSC has prepared

a revised draft at Tab B. We propose sending in the revised draft in
for the President's signature this afternoon unless there are any
.objections. '

RESPONSE:

David L. Chew
Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702
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DATE: 4/17/85 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE By: _10:00 A.M. TOMORROW 4/18
CUBIECT- PRESIDENTIAL LETTER TO JESSE A. ZEEMAN RE VISIT TO CONCENTRATION
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REMARKS: |

The attached was dictated personally by the President. Please provide
any edits/comments by 10:00 a.m. tomorrow. Thank you.

RESPONSE:

David L. Chew
Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702



April 18, 1985

MEMORANDUM FOR DAVID L., CHEW
STAFF SECRETARY

FROM: FRED F. FIELDI!
COUNSEL TO THE __.__ _DENT
SUBJECT: Presidential Letter to Jesse A. Zeeman

Regarding Visit to Concentration Camp

I have reviewed the proposed letter from the President
concerning the German itinerary dispute, and recommend that
it not be sent in its present form. Two explanations are
given in the letter for the decision not to visit Dachau:
that it would be taken as an affront to the German people
and that the President was under the mistaken impression
that the invitation was a politically motivated one from "a
West German political figure." The latter explanation
simply mires the President further in German domestic
politics, and portrays him as erroneously suspecting a
German official of political manipulation.

The former explanation -~ that a visit to Dachau would be
viewed as an affront by the German people -- simply plays
into the hands of those who would accuse the President of
insufficient sensitivity to the Holocaust. The magnitude of
the crime at places like Dachau -- and the need to remember
-- should, critics will argue, overshadow any concern about
how the Germans might feel.
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REMARKS:

The attached was dictated personally by the President. Please provide

any edits/comments by 10:00 a.m. tomorrow. Thank you.

RESPONSE:

David L. Chew
Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702
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PRESIDENTIAL LETTER TO JESSE A. ZEEMAN RE VISIT TO CONCENTRATION

SUBJECT:
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REMARKS:

The attached was dictated personally by the President. Please provide
any edits/comments by 10:00 a.m. tomorrow. Thank you.




DRAFT

April 17, 1985

Dear Mr. Zeeman:

I'm sorry to be so late in answering your letter of March 30th.
I've been away, as you know, so it wasn't brought to my attention
until a few days ago.

Believe me, I can understand your feeling of outrage and, yes, that
of Mr. Rosensaft, but let me say in my own defense that the media
presentation of this whole episode is a gross distortion of fact.
I'l1l try to put the matter in proper perspective.

I will be in West Germany as a guest of the government at the time

of the 40th anniversary of V.E. Day. Chancellor Kohl approached me

some time ago as to what might be a proper observance of that day.

I expressed the opinion that it was time for the world to view the

day as one of gratitude that we have achieved friendship and forty .

----rs of peace between erstwhile enemies. Of the seven nations represented
the economic summit, three were enemies of the other four in WW II.
we meet annually as allies.

e time later Chancellor Kohl asked me to be a guest of his government
a state visit following the summit. He outlined a schedule which
inclnAdad Anr dndint vdicit +n +ha Rithars cometery on our way to a church
1t this same time I was told
1@ to pay a visit to Dachau.
11le a guest of the government
would be taken as an affront to the people of Germany and at odds with
the spirit of reconciliation the Chancellor was trying to achieve.
- T o ' oo v e T e e I'm afraid

s
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conference.

Only a short time ago when the media blitz reached Germany did I iearn
there had been some mix-up or confusion and that the Dachau visit was
part of the official itinerary. I, of course, immediately accepted.

Mr. Zeeman, my feelings about the Holocaust can be summed up in the
words I've used a hundred times; "we must never forget and it must
never happen again." Since I've been President we have regularly
hosted gatherings in the East Room of survivors of the Holocaust.
I'm more pleased than I can say that the visit to a concentration
camp will be a part of the official program.

In a few days from now and prior to my trip I'll be attending a
ceremony here honoring survivors of the Holocaust.

Thank you for giving me a chance to explain and to respond to
Mr. Rosensaft's article.

Sincerely,

RONALD REAGAN
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Honorable Rohald Reagan
e Presi‘dent of the United States
shington, D. G,
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Dear lir. Presgident:

cannot conceive of any Jewish person in the
United States disagreeing with the enclosed
article, written by il. Z. Rosensaft, concern-
ing your decision not to visit Dachau during
your planned visit to Germany. I feel sure
multitudes of people of other persusions hold

this view, as well,

In addition to the point stressed by lMr, Rosensaft
that there are many Cermans allve who participated
in that infamous pogrem, the abuse and slaughter
of six million Jews is a part of Germany's
heritage and should not be allowed to be forgotten

lest 1t hapven again.

Please lir. President, reconsider your plan and

place Dachau on your itinerary.

/e TésstE AL 2EEMANV
nseo Viderns ™4 /iuezvdef-.
MAS/‘///U(I-I‘Z’/&// . C ;‘?‘800“.‘)7
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April 19, 1985

MEMORANDUM FOR DAVID CHEW

FROM : ROBERT M. KIMMITT [}[fé,.

SUBJECT: Presidential Letter to Jesse Zeeman
Regarding Visit to Concentration Camp

Attached at Tab A is a redraft of the President's letter to
Jesse Zeeman to include the edits of the NSC staff and
State.

Attachment
Tab A - Redraft of Presidential Letter to Zeeman
Tab B ~ Original Draft
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Dear Mr. Zeeman:

I'm sorry to be so late in answering your letter of March 30. I
have been away, as you know, so it was not brought to my attention
until a few days ago.

Believe me, I can understand your feeling of outrage and that of
Mr. Rosensaft, but I would like to point out that the presentation
of this episode in the media has been grossly distorted. Let me
put the matter in proper perspective.

I will be in West Germany at the end of this month, as a guest of
the German Government, as we commemorate the 40th Anniversary of
the end of World War II. Chancellor Helmut Kohl approached me
some time ago as to what might be a proper observance of that
event. I expressed the opinion that it was time for the world to
view the day as one of gratitude that we have achieved friendship
between former enemies, and forty years of peace. Of the seven
nations represented at the Economic Summit, three were enemies of
the other four in World War II. Now we meet annually as Allies.

Some time later, Chancellor Kohl asked me to be a guest of his
government for a state visit following the summit. He outlined a
schedule which included, our joint visit to the Bitburg cemetery

on our way to a church-service.with our American troops. Although
the idea of a visit to Dachau had been raised, I had the impression
that the German Government preferred that I not visit that camp.

I felt that for me to do this on my own while a guest of the
German Government would be taken as an affront to the people of
Germany, and would be at odds with the spirit of reconciliation
the Chancellor was trying to achieve. I am afraid I did not
explain this very well when the question was asked in the press
conference.

Only a short time ago did I learn that there had been some
confusion, and that a visit to a concentration camp was being
suggested by the German Government as part of the official
itinerary. I, of course, immediately accepted.

Mr. Zeeman, my feelings about the Holocaust can be summed up in
the words I have used a hundred times, "we must never forget and
it must never happen again." Since I have been President, we
have regularly hosted gatherings in the East Room of survivors of
the Holocaust. I am more pleased than I can say that the visit
to a concentration camp will be a part of the official program.

In a few days, and prior to my trip, I will be attending a
ceremony here honoring survivors of the Holocaust.

Thank you for giving me a chance to explain and to respond to Mr.
Rosensaft's article.

Sincerely,

Ronald Reagan






DRAFT

April 17, 1985

Dear Mr. Zeeman: e
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Thank you for giving me a chance to explain and to respond to
Mr. Rosensaft's article.

Sincerely,
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The attached was dictated personally by the President. Please provide
any edits/comments by 10:00 a.m. tomorrow. Thank you.

RESPONSE:

David L. Chew
Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702
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The Honorable Ronald Reagan
The Presi‘ent of the United States

-~

Washington, D. O,

Dear !r. President:

I cannot conceive of any Jewish person in the
United States disagreeing with the enclosed
article, written by il. 4. Rosensaft, concern-
ing your decision not to visit Dachau during
your planned visit to Germany. I feel slre
multitudes of people of other nersusions hold

this view, as well,

In addition to the point stressed by Mr. Rosensaft
that there are many Cermans alive who participated
in that infamous pogrem, the abuse and slaughter
of six million Jews is a part of Germany's
heritage and should not be allowed to be forgotten

lest it hapven azain,

Please iir. President, reconsider your plan and

place_Dachau on your itinerary.

Regpectfully,
Té€ssé A 2EEMAN /

asco Vikdern 4 Aot €- \
&J/_LS” sV C;/-i’/l// . G ‘??00-1.7 \_/



By Menachem Z. Rosensaft

President Reagan apparently be-
lieves that all Germans alive today
are under 60 years old. According to
him, ‘“‘very few’* Germans today even

remember, let glone took part in, the |

Second World War, and none of thern
“‘were adults and participating in any
way” in the events of 40 years ago.
This is his rationale for not going to
Dachau next month and not paying
homage to the victims of Nazism. He
is afraid that the German people’s
“‘unnecessary’’ guilt feelings would
be aggravated if the President of the
United States were to visit the site of
a Nazi concentration camp. It would

seemthatabnefhlstorylessonlsin.

order.

In 1943, when my parents arrived at
Auschwitz, they were in their early
30’s. Most of the German guards and
doctors who tortured them and sent
their families to the gas chambers
were their age or younger. Similarly,
many of the killers of Treblin-

Menachem Z. Rosensaft, a lawyer, is
founding chairman of the Interna-
tional Network of Children of Jewish
Holocaust Survivors. T
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Reagan Errs on the Holocaust

ka, Bergen-Belsen, Dachau and all
the other death camps were in their
20’s and 30's when they participated
in the annihilation of six million Euro-
pean Jews. Nazi Germany was, after
all, youth-oriented. Relatively few of
these mass murderers died in battle,
and only a handful of them were exe-
cuted for their crimes after the war.
Thus, many of them are today in thejr
60’s and 70’s, still alive and well and
living in Germany.

Josef Mengele, the notorious chief

doctor of Auschwitz, for example,
was two months younger than my fa-
ther and a year and a half younger
than my mother. Mengele is now 74
years old — exactly the same age as
President Reagan. Somehow, I think
Mengele remembers the Third Reich.
So do his high school and university
classmates.

Klaus Barbie, a Gestapo chief in
Nazi-occupied France, who is now
awaiting trial in a French jail, was
born in 1915, Seven of the 22 defend-
ants in the 1963 trial in Frankfurt of
onetime Auschwitz SS men were also
born after Mr. Reagan.

One frequently reads about the
reunions that old SS gangs hold
throughout Germany. When they

meet. they reminisce about the good

old days — when men were men and
Jews were subhuman — and pro-

claim anew. their loyalty to the .

Fiihrer. Today, they must be in great
spirits. After 40 years, the President
of the United States has finally said

that it is all right to forget all about

them and their barbarous exploits.

But Nazi war criminals are not the
only Germans who were adults be-
tween 1940 and 1945. West Germany’s
President, Richard von Weizsédcker,
is 65 years old; the Bavarian Prime
Minister, Franz Josef Strauss, is only
70. They, together with all the surviv-
ing veterans of Hitler's armed forces
and storm troopers, bear at least a
share of responsibility — if not per-
sonal guilt — for the Holocaust.

I do not mean to imply that all Ger-
mans were Nazs, or that any Ger-
man born after 1945 should be held re-
sponsible for the Holocaust. The fact
i3, however, that Hitler’s Final Solu-
tion of the “Jewish Question” was
planned and implemented by the Ger-
man Government in the name of the
German people. Whatever President
Reagan thinks, a nation’s identity is
the totality of its past, the bad as well
as the good. Thus, the Holocaust is

; and must remain forever a part of the

German nationpal heritage.

None, of this should really surprise
President Reagan. He, too, remem-
bers the war. Two years ago, he told a
gathering of more than 15,000 Holo-
caust survivors: ‘“‘Our most sacred
task now is insuring that the memory
of this greatest of human tragedies,
the Holocaust, never fades - that its
lessonsyare not forgotten.”

Why, then, his disingenuous excuse
for not going to Dachau? The disturb-
ing answer is that while it is politi-
cally advantageous for him to speak
about the Holocaust to Jewish audi-
ences in the United States, he does not
want to risk offending anyone — even
Nazis — in y.

President Reagan’s refusal to ob-
serve the 40th anniversary of the end
of the Holocaust is morally offensive.
He has made it clear that for him, the
dead of Dachau, symbolic of the dead
of all the Nazi concentration camps,
are less worthy of respect than the
fallen soldiers of Normandy or the
G.I.’s who lie buried in Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery. In essence, he is
telling the world that he cares more
about contemporary German sensi-
bilities than about the memory of Hit-
ler’s victims. As a son of Holocaust
survivors, I am angry. As an Amer-
ican, I am ashamed. 0

o]









THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 18, 1985

MEMORANDUM FOR DAVID L. CHEW
STAFF SECRETARY

FROM: FRED F. FIELDIN
COUNSEL TO THE l.woausna

SUBJECT: Presidential Letter to Jesse A. Zeeman
Regarding Visit to Concentration Camp

I have reviewed the proposed letter from the President
concerning the German itinerary dispute, and recommend that
it not be sent in its present form. Two explanations are
given in the letter for the decision not to visit Dachau:
that it would be taken as an affront to the German people
and that the President was under the mistaken impression
that the invitation was a politically motivated one from "a
West German political figure." The latter explanation
simply mires the President further in German domestic
politics, and portrays him as erroneously suspecting a
German official of political manipulation.

The former explanation -- that a visit to Dachau would be
viewed as an affront by the German people -- simply plays
into the hands of those who would accuse the President of
insufficient sensitivity to the Holocaust. The magnitude of
the crime at places like Dachau -- and the need to remember
~- should, critics will argue, overshadow any concern about
how the Germans might feel.

FFF:JGR:aea 4/18/85
cc: FFFielding
JGRoberts
Subj
Chron
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

DATE: 4/17/85 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: _10:00 A.M. TOMORROW 4/18
<upigc;.  PRESIDENTIAL LETTER TO JESSE A. ZEEMAN RE VISIT TO CONCENTRATION
CAMP
ACTION FYI | ACTION FYI

VICE PRESIDENT | a OGLESBY O O
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REMARKS:

The attached was dictated personally by the President. Please provide
any edits/comments by 10:00 a.m. tomorrow. Thank you.

RESPONSE:

David L. Chew
Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702



DRAFT

April 17, 1985

Dear Mr. Zeeman:

I'm sorry to be so late in answering your letter of March 30th.
I've been away, as you know, so it wasn't brought to my attention
until a few days ago.

Believe me, I can understand your feeling of outrage and, yes, that
of Mr. Rosensaft, but let me say in my own defense that the media
presentation of this whole episode is a gross distortion of fact.
I'l1l try to put the matter in proper perspective.

I will be in West Germany as a guest of the government at the time

of the 40th anniversary of V.E. Day. Chancellor Kohl approached me

some time ago as to what might be a proper observance of that day.

I expressed the opinion that it was time for the world to view the

day as one of gratitude that we have achieved friendship and forty

years of peace between erstwhile enemies. Of the seven nations represented
at the economic summit, three were enemies of the other four in WW II.

Now we meet annually as allies.

Some time later Chancellor Kohl asked me to be a guest of his government
for a state visit following the summit. He outlined a schedule which
included our joint visit to the Bitberg cemetery on our way to a church
service with our American troops. At about this same time I was told

a West German political figure had asked me to pay a visit to Dachau.

I felt that for me to do this on my own while a guest of the government
would be taken as an affront to the people of Germany and at odds with
the spirit of reconciliation the Chancellor was trying to achieve.
Frankly I suspected the invitation had a political motive. I'm afraid

I didn't explain this very well when the guestion was asked in the press
conference.

Only a short time ago when the media blitz reached Germany did I learn
there had been some mix-up or confusion and that the Dachau visit was
part of the official itinerary. I, of course, immediately accepted.

Mr. Zeeman, my feelings about the Holocaust can be summed up in the
words I've used a hundred times; "we must never forget and it must
never happen again." Since I've been President we have regularly
hosted gatherings in the East Room of survivors of the Holocaust.
I'm more pleased than I can say that the visit to a concentration
camp will be a part of the official program.

In a few days from now and prior to my trip I'll be attending a
ceremony here honoring survivors of the Holocaust.

Thank you for giving me a chance to explain and to respond to
Mr. Rosensaft's article.

Sincerely,

RONALD REAGAN



VAT
25co Vikernd '+ Aduen JE-
s are . 0.c RI03T7

30 s

JESSE A. ZEEMAN

/mf’;/
Yarch 30th 1935

The Honorable Ronald Reagan
The President of the United States
Washington, D. =,
Dear lir., President:
I cannot conceive of any Jewish person in the
United States disagreeing with the enclosed
article, written by il. Z. Rosensaft, concern-
ing your decision not to visit Dachau during
your planned visit to Germany. I feel sure
multitudes of people of other nersusions hold

this view, as well.

In addition to the polnt stressed by lMr. Rosensaft
that there are many Cermsns alive who participated
in that infamous pogrem, the abuse and slaughter
of six million Jews is a part of Cermany's
heritage and should not be allowed to be forgotten

lest it happen again.

Please iir, President, reconsider your plan and

place Dachau on your itinerary.

TEss€ A 2EEMAN




' By Menachem Z. Rosensaft

President Reagan apparently be-
lieves that all Germans alive today
are under 60 years old. According to
him, “very few’’ Germans today even

remember, let glone took part in, the

Second World War, and none of them
“‘were adults and participating in any
way”’ in the events of 40 years ago
Tmsxshxsrauonalefornotgoingto
Dachau next month and not paying
hamage to the victims of Nazism. He
is afraid that the German people’s
‘“‘unnecessary”’ guilt feelings would
be aggravated if the President of the
United States were to visit the site of
a Nazi concentration camp. It would

seemthatabnefhlstorylessonixin.

order.

In 1943, when my parents arrived at
Auschwitz, they were in their early
30’s. Most of the German guards and
doctors who tortured them and sent
their families to the gas chambers
were their age or younger. Similarly,
many of the killers of Treblin-

Menachem Z. Rosensaft, a lawyer, is
founding chairman of the Interna-
tional Network of Children of Jewish
Holocaust Survivors. - Ts
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was two months younger than my fa-
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years old — exactly the same age as
President Reagan. Somehow, I think
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task now is insuring that the memory
of this greatest of human tragedies,
the Holocaust, never fades — that its
Jessonsyare not forgotten.”

Why, then, his disingenuous excuse
for not going to Dachau? The disturb-
ing answer is that while it is politi-
cally advantageous for him to speak
about the Holocaust to Jewish audi-
ences in the United States, he does not
want to risk offending anyone — even
Nazis — in Germany.

President Reagan’s refusal to ob-
serve the 40th anniversary of the end
of the Holocaust is morally offensive.
He has made it clear that for him, the
dead of Dachau, symbolic of the dead
of all the Nazi concentration camps,
are less worthy of respect than the
fallen soldiers of Normandy or the
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