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New York University
A private university in the public service

Gallatin Division
Office of the Dean

715 Broadway, 6th Floor
New York, N.Y. 10003
Telephone: (212) 598-7760

April 16, 1985

Mr. Pat Buchanan

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D.C.

Dear Pat,

Recognizing the problem generated by Mr. Deaver's bad judgment
and Chancellor Kohl's pressure, the President is in a fix - to put
it mildly - with Jewish organizations and veterans groups over his
visit to a Nazi war memorial. I have an idea, however, that could
conceijvably mitigate the dilemma. It is an idea that emerged from
a conversation with Leo Rosten.

Suppose the President sponsored a meeting of Veterans of Foreign
Wars, The American Legion and Concentration Camp Survivors in which
tribute is paid to those American and Allied soldiers who liberated
Jews from the camps. Suppose Elie Wiesel, who has been so critical
of the President's trip, leads the Jewish delegation in what can only
be viewed as a heartfelt response to the Allied effort. If handled
properly - always a problem - this meeting could defuse the negative
criticism of the President and most importantly reassert the President's
interest in our victory over Naziism and the 1iberation of Jews.

I hope this suggestion proves to be useful to you.

Dean
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
EXECUTI VE SECRETARIAT
TRANSMITTAL FORM

S/S 8512580 -

Date May 13, 1985

For: Mr. Roberg C. McFarlane
Natiunal Security Council
The White House

Reference:

To: President Readan From: Mr. Elfriede Sisario
Date: April 16, 1985 Subject: Supports President's

Trip to Germany

WH Referral Dated: April 24, 1985 NSC ID#311403
(if any)

The attached item was sent directly to the
Department of State

Action Taken:

A draft reply is attached.
A draft reply will be forwarded.
A translation is attached.
X An information copy of a direct reply is attached.

We believe no response is necessary for the reason
cited below.

The Department of State has no objection to the
proposed travel.

Other.

Remarks:
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United States Department of State

Washington, D.C. 20520

Mr. Elfriede Sisario
14432 Pinebrooke Drive
Tustin CA 92680

Dear Mr. Sisario:

I have been asked to reply to your recent message to
President Reagan concerning his trip to Germany.

The President very much appreciates your expression of
support. Coming on the eve of the 40th anniversary of the end
of world War II, his visit constitutes an important symbol of
the reconciliation between the United States and the FRG which
has allowed us to stand side by side in defense of freedom and
the peace which has been maintained in Europe since the war.

Sincerely,

Tho M.T. Niles
Deputy Assistant Secretary
for European Affairs

1



8512580

THE WHTITE HOU S E OF FICE
REFERRAL

APRIL 24, 1985
TO: DEPARTMENT OF STATE

ACTION REQUESTED:
DIRECT REPLY, FURNISH INFO COPY

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING:

ID: 311403

MEDIA: LETTER, DATED APRIL 16, 1985
TO: PRESIDENT REAGAN

FROM : MR. ELFRIEDE SISARIO

14432 PINEBROOKE DRIVE
TUSTIN CA 92680

SUBJECT: SUPPORTS PRESIDENT'S TRIP TO GERMANY

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL ~- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE

UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486.

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE

(OR DRAFT) TO:
AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE

SALLY KELLEY
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
EXECUTI \E SECRETARIAT
TRANSMITTAL FORM

s/s 8512579

Date _
For: Mr. Roberg C. McFarlane
NatZional Security Council
The White House
Reference:
To: Linas Kojelis From: Mr. and Mrs. G. Popke
Date: April 16, 1985 Subject: Supports President's
Trip to Germany |
WH Referral Dated: April 24, 1985 vﬁSC ID#_311405

(1f any)

The attached item was sent directly to the
Department of State

Action Taken:

A draft reply is attached.
A draft reply will be forwarded.
A tramslation is attached.
X An information copy of a direct reply is attached.

We believe no response is necessary for the reason
cited below,

The Department of State has no objection to the
proposed travel,

Other.

Remarks:

T m (pllint
ﬂ‘\.—Nicholas Platt
Executive Secretary

(Classification)



United States Department of State

Washington, D.C. 20520

Mr. and Mrs. G. Popke
4343 Ranch Gate Road
Anaheim CA 93807

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Popke:

I have been asked to reply to your recent message to
President Reagan concerning his trip to Germany.

The President very much appreciates your expression of
support. Coming on the eve of the 40th anniversary of the end
of World War II, his visit constitutes an important symbol of
the reconciliation between the United States and the FRG which
has allowed us to stand side by side in defense of freedom and
the peace which has been maintained in Europe since the war.

Sincerely,

Tho MJT. Niles
Deputy Assistant Secretary
for European Affairs

1



8512579

THE WHTITE HOU S E OF FICE
REFERRAL

APRIL 24, 1985
TO: DEPARTMENT OF STATE

ACTION REQUESTED:
DIRECT REPLY, FURNISH INFO COPY

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING:

ID: 311405

MEDIA: TELEGRAM, DATED APRIL 16, 1985
TO: LINAS KOJLIS

FROM : MR. AND MRS. G. POPKE

4343 RANCH GATE ROAD
ANAHEIM CA 93807

SUBJECT: SUPPORTS PRESIDENT'S TRIP TO GERMANY

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE

UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486.

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE
(OR DRAFT) TO:
AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE

SALLY KELLEY
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE












United States Department of State

Washington, D.C. 20520

Mr. Hans W. Eberhard

German American Business
Association of California, Inc.
15125 Burbank Boulevard

Van Nuys CA 91401

Dear Mr. Eberhard:

I have been asked to reply to your recent message to
President Reagan concerning his trip to Germany.

The President very much appreciates your expression of
support. Coming on the eve of the 40th anniversary of the end
of World war 1I, his visit constitutes an important symbol of
the reconciliation between the United States and the FRG which
has allowed us to stand side by side in defense of freedom and
the peace which has been maintained in Europe since the war.

Sincerely,

Th;lés M.T. Nifles

Deputy Assistant Secretary
for European Affairs

1
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
EXECUTI VE SECRETARIAT
TRANSMITTAL FORM

§/5 8512658

For: Mf. Roberg C. McFarlane
National Security Council
The White House

Reference:

To: President Reagan From: Mr. Hans W. Eberhard

Date: April 15, 1985 Subject: Writes in support of

President's Trip to Germany

WH Referral Dated: April 24, 1985 NSC ID# 311406

- (if any)

The attached item was sent directly to the
Department of State

Action Taken:

A draft reply 1s attached.
A draft reply will be forwarded.
A translation is attached.
X An information copy of a direct reply is attached.

We believe no response is necessary for the reason
cited below.

The Department of State has no objection to the
proposed travel.

Other.

Remarks:

‘12:;;n¢~£:p¢g‘;nAL—~
%L/Nic‘holas Platt
Executive Secretary

(Classification)



4512658

THE WH ITE HOUSE OF FICE
REFERRAL

APRIL 24, 1985
TO: DEPARTMENT OF STATE

ACTION REQUESTED:
DRAFT REPLY FOR SIGNATURE OF WHITE HOUSE STAFF MEMBER

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING:

ID: 311406

MEDIA: LETTER, DATED APRIL 15, 1985
TO: PRESIDENT REAGAN

FROM: MR. HANS W. EBERHARD

GERMAN AMERICAN BUSINESS
ASSOCIATION OF CALIFORNIA, INC.
15125 BURBANK BOULEVARD

VAN NUYS CA 91401

SUBJECT: WRITES IN SUPPORT OF PRESIDENT'S TRIP TO
GERMANY

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE

UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486.

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE
(OR DRAFT) TO:
AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE

SALLY KELLEY
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE



United States Department of State

Washington, D.C. 20520

Mr. Hans W. Eberhard

German American Business
Association of California, Inc.
15125 Burbank Boulevard

Van Nuys CA 91401

Dear Mr. Eberhard:

I have been asked to reply to your recent message to
President Reagan concerning his trip to Germany.

The President very much appreciates your expression of
support. Coming on the eve of the 40th anniversary of the end
of World wWar II, his visit constitutes an important symbol of
the reconciliation between the United States and the FRG which
has allowed us to stand side by side in defense of freedom and
the peace which has been maintained in Europe since the war.

Sincerely,

Thomas M.T. Niles
Deputy Assistant Secretary
for European Affairs

1
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April 15, 1985

The President of the _ Pl
United States 8512658

The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W.
washington, D. C. 20230

Dear Mr. President:

Recent criticisms deliberately aimed at countering your
noble endeavor while in Germany this year are not only
deplorable but are thoroughly rejected as well. We are
reminded of Emerson's statement that rightfully there
is no history, only biography. Through the ages men in
places of power have made ( and broken ) the course of
mankind's destiny. Far too few of these have elected to
undertake the seemingly less popular course of
reconciliation, of healing - -~ these steps you have
elected to take.

We are writing this letter not only to let you know,
Mr. President, that we fully support your currently
planned and noble undertaking, and that without
reservation; but we also want to convey to you our
deeply felt reassurance that honest, unencumbered
history will some day prove you right; and that every
truly holy writing, however conceived and inspired, is
also, and above all, on your side.

It is our fervent hope that you will not be swayed by
those whose interests, false ideology, and willfully

misdirected public relations would attempt to dictate
another course to you.

Respectfully yours,

Hans W. E b e r har d






April 18, 1985

MEMORANDUM FOR PAT BUCHANAN

FROM: LINAS KCJELI

“UUL DT g LIlTPT YLuUuUp/d AL livL CQPC\.-.LCI.J-J-_Y WS L oL u;gau.&.acu Cidivdk UuU druL
constitute a powerful lobby in Washington, a factor worth consi-
dering. On the other hand, there are 49 million German-
Americans, they vote, and 68% of them voted for the President
last November.

I thought this information might be of interest to you.
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DEAR FPRESIDENT REAGAN
GERMAN AMERICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS SUPPORTS YOUR PLAN TO LAY A WREATH

AT THE CEMETARY IN BITBURG WEST GERMANY AND GERMAN AMERICANS AGREE
WITH YOU THAT IT IS NECESSARY TO COMMEMOATE THE WAR DEAD EVERYWHERE
AND IN EVERY COUNTRY IF LASTING PEACE IS TO RE THE WORLDS FUTURE

THIS SYMEBOL WOULD BE AN ACKNOWLEDGEMENT, PARTICULARLY FOR THE YOUNG
WEST GERMAN NATO SOLDIERS THAT THEIR FATHERS - SOME OF WHOM MIGHT RE
RURIED AT BITBURG ~ WERE ALS0O FIGHTING COMMUNIST EXPANSION WHILE
GIVING THEIR LIVES FOR THEIR COUNTRY (NOT FOR THE NATIONAL SOCIALIST

..

PARTY)

IT IS IN THE INTEREST OF THE UNITED STATES TO EMPHASIZE THIS ASPECT
OF THE COMMEMORATION FOR THE END OF WORLD WAR II

IT WOULD SEEM A SHAME IF THE HEAD OF STATE OF THE UNITED STATES WOULD
REFUSE TO PARTICIPATE IN A CEREMONY SIMILAR TO THE ONE IN WHICH THE
FRENCH PRESIDENT MITTERAND TOOK PART WITHIN THE PAST YEAR
SINCERELY
ELSEETH M SEEWALD NATIONAL PRESIDENT GERMAN AMERICAN NATIONAL
CONGRESS
999 ELMHURST RD
MOUNT PROSFECT IL 40056



April 15, 1985

The President of the
United States
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W.
washington, D. C. 20230

Dear Mr. President:

Recent criticisms deliberately aimed at countering your
noble endeavor while in Germany this year are not only
deplorable but are thoroughly rejected as well., We are
reminded of Emerson's statement that rightfully there .
is no history, only biography. Through the ages men in
places of power have made ( and broken ) the course of
mankind's destiny. Far too few of these have elected to
undertake the seemingly less popular course of
reconciliation, of healing - - these steps you have

elected to take.

We are writing this letter not only to let you know,
Mr. President, that we fully support your currently
planned and noble undertaking, and that without
reservation; but we also want to convey to you our
deeply felt reassurance that honest, unencumbered
history will some day prove you right; and that every
truly holy writing, however conceived and inspired, is
also, and above all, on your side.

It is our fervent hope that you will not be swayed by
those whose interests, false ideology, and willfully
misdirected public relations would attempt to dictate
another course to you.

Respectfully yours,

Hans W. E b e r h ar 4

GERMAN AMERICAN BUSINESS ASSOCIATION .

15125 BURBANK BLVD.-VAN NUYS,CALIFORNIA 91411

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED
RETURN POSTAGE GUARANTEED

Mr. Linas Kojelis
Assariate Nivartaw
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PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN
WHITE HOUSE DL 20800
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AS PRESIDENT OF THE GERMAN AMERICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS CHMAPTER CHICAGO
NORTH WITH 4,000 MEMBERS, WE SUPPQRT YQUR PLAN TQ GO TO BITBURG wEST
GERMANY [N THE INTEREST QOF THE UNITED STATES QF AMERICA AND NATO,

SIEGFRIED REINKE, PRESIDENY

4740 NORTH WEITERN AVE

CHRICAGO IL 60425

160149 £97T
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TO REPLY BY MAILGRAM MESSAG'E, SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR WESTERN UNION'S TOLL - FREE PHONE NUMBERS
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PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN

C_ATIN LINES G KOJELISY

WHITE HOUSE-~—mee—"
1600 PENNSYLVANIA AVE NORTHWEST
WASHINGTON DC 20500

WE THME GERMAN AMERICAN COMMUNITY OF QRANGE COUNTY SUPPQRY THE
PRESIDENT IN HIS NOBLE ENDEAVORS WHILE IN GERMANY

JOMN 3CHANK WONORARY PRESIDENT

GERMAN AMERICAN SCHMQQL ASSN
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TO REPLY BY MAILGRAM MESSAGE, SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR WESTERN UNION'S TOLL - FREE PHONE NUMBERS









THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 8, 1985

Dear Pete:

Thank you for sharing with us your views concerning the President's State
Visit to the Federal Republic of Germany. We fully understand the depth
of your concerns and assure you the President's feelings about the crimes
against humanity perpetrated by the Nazi regime are no less deeply felt.
President Reagan has attempted to make absolutely clear during his visit
the revulsion all Americans feel for the horrors which were committed in
the name of the German state and our determination not to forget them.

As you know, his itinerary included a ceremony at Bergen-Belsen concen-
tration camp in order to pay homage to all those who perished at the hands
of the Nazis. As he said on the anniversary of the liberation of that camp
April 21, there can and should be no absolution.

President Reagan is certain you agree that, as part of our efforts to learn
from the experiences of this dark era, we must not reject opportunities for
reconciliation. The President was asked by Chancellor Kohl to pay a visit
to a German military cemetery in Bitburg, and he has honored that request.

For four decades, the Federal Republic of Germany has faced up to the guilt
and responsibilities of its Nazi past and has, in countless ways, demonstrated
concretely its commitment to democratic ideals and human rights, including
standing shoulder to shoulder with us in the Alliance in defense of freedom.
With particular regard to the younger generation in Germany, it is important
to demonstrate that, while we continue to hold the nation responsible for its
past, we do not consider them to bear individual responsibility for the crimes
of Nazism.

Let me make clear that the President does not consider his appearance at
Bitburg to represent an act of forgiveness for those crimes, but rather one
of acknowledgment of the democratic society the German people have built.
He considers this to be a positive gesture which in no way detracts from
his full and heartfelt commitment to remember and honor the victims of the
Holocaust and the American soldiers who gave their lives to defeat the Nazi
.regime and its crimes.

Sincerely,

M. B. Oglesby, Jr.
Assistant to the President

The Honorable Pete Wilson
United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510

MBO/STATE/NSC/KRJ/ech-MBOS
cc: Will Ball, Cong. Affrs. /





















April 24, 1985

Deay

fie wrv i veww wuydeStion, the more I consider it, seems to have
tremendous merit for the consideration of President Reagan and his
forthcoming trip to Europe.

I submit it with the suggestion that someone discuss the idea
further with Lo Anne Wagner whose telephone number is to be found in the
last paragraph of the memorandum.

I urge your immediate consideration for, if you feel favorable, it
should be brought to the attention of the correct officials at the White
House, including President Reagan.

I hope you will find this helnful.

Friendliest personal regards

Frank A.
COMMISSIONER

Enclosure:
Memorandum from Lo Anne Wagner

Mr. Patrick J. Buchanan
Director of Communications
The White House.
Washington, D.C.






Frank_ Whetstone
Qpnil 24, 1985
Page Two

I believe the President should stick with his intended
objective of symbolic reconciliation with the German people
by visiting Bitburg despite the disdain we all feel for the
SS troopers. But he could add the dimension of paying tribute
to an American hero like Patton who inspired his men to endure
the horrors of war as they literally inched their way across
Europe -- thousands dying in the process —-- to bring freedom
to today's generations in Western Europe.

Please feel free to call me if you have any questions.
My office number is 377-6280 (FHLBB) and home number in
Virginia is 573-1716.






April 24, 1985

Dear

The enclosed suggestion, the more I consider it, seems to have
tremendous merit for the consideration of President Reagan and his
forthcoiming trip to Europe.

I submit it with the suggestion that someone discuss the idea
further with Lo Anne Wagner whose telephone number is to be found in the
last paragraph of the memorandum.

T urge your immediate consideration for, if you feel favorable, it
be brought to the attention of the correct officials at the White
including President Reagan.

hope you wiil find this helpful.

Friendliest personal

Frank A. Whetst
COMMIS

Enclosure:
Memorandum from Lo Anne Wagner

The Honorable
Donald T. Regan,
Chief of Staff and
Assistant to the President
The White House
Washington, D.C.



MEMORANDUM M///J

TO: Frank A. Whetstone } DATE : April 24, 1985
FROM: Lo Anne Wagner SUBJECT : President Reagan's
Visit to West Germany

0

President Reagan could overshadow the criticism he has
received for his planned visit to Bitburg cemetery by adding
a stop to his current itinerary: GENERAL GEORGE PATTON'S
GRAVE IN LUXEMBOURG.

This stop should be added to the itinerary and should be
the last stop on his trip for the following reasons:

1) Gen. Patton was, of course, one of our greatest
military strategists in planning the conguest of Hitler;

2) Gen. Patton was a ground commander of soldiers
who eventually liberated those in the German concentration
camps as well as private anti-Nazi citizens in France and
Luxembourg;

3) Gen. Patton is buried in Luxembourg as a co-equal
with his troops -- his grave marked by only the standard
white cross used on all the Americans buried in Luxembourg.
I have visited the cemetery and it is lovely. Also, it is
a moving experience for an American to witness how revered
this man and his troops remain among the citizenry,

4) Tiny Luxembcurg's citizens offered strong resistance
to Hitler's effort and took our wounded soldiers into their
homes as they crossed Luxembourg into Germany. I am not an
authority on Luxembourg's plight during WWII, but from :stories
told by relatives of mine in Luxembourg, even the children
committed quiet acts of sabotage against Hitler. For example:
young girls were taken from their homes and put to work mending
Nazi uniforms. One form of sabotage these 8, 9 and 1l0-year
olds committed was to sew the legs of uniforms closed. My
cousin, who was a participant, is still living in Luxembourg
and I could get more details if desired.



e -
- .

Frank Whetstone
April 24, 1985
Page Two

I believe the President should stick with his intended
objective of symbolic reconciliation with the German people
by visiting Bitburg despite the disdain we all feel for the
SS troopers. But he could add the dimension of paying tribute
to an American hero like Patton who inspired his men to endure
the horrors of war as they literally inched their way across
Europe =-- thousands dying in the process ~- to bring freedom
to today's generations in Western Europe.

Please feel free to call me if you have any questions.
My office number is 377-6280 (FHLBB) and home number in
Virginia is 573-1716.



April 24, 1985

Dear

e encirosea suggestion, the more I consider it, seems to have
tremendous merit for the consideration of President Reagan and his
forthcoming trip to Europe.

I submit it with the suggestion that someone discuss the idea
further with Lo Anne Wagner whose telephone number is to be found in the
last paragraph of the memorandum.

I urge your immediate consideration for, if you feel favorable, it
should be brought to the attention of the correct officials at the White
House, including President Reagan.

I hope you will find this helpful.

Affectionately

Enclosure:
Memorandum from Lo Anne Wagner

Mrs. Nancy Reagan,
The White House,
Washington, D.C.
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Frank Whetstone
April 24, 1985
Page Two

I believe the President should stick with his intended
objective of symbolic reconciliation with the German people
by visiting Bitburg despite the disdain we all feel for the
SS troopers. But he could add the dimension of paying tribute
to an American hero like Patton who inspired his men to endure
the horrors of war as they literally inched their way across
Europe =-- thousands dying in the process -- to bring freedom
to today's generations in Western Europe.

Please feel free to call me if you have any questions.
My office number is 377-6280 (FHLBB) and home number in
Virginia is 573-1716.









Dear Elie:

Please accept these few words of personal appreciation for
your remarks at Friday's White House holocaust ceremony. They
evoked the pain and heartbreak of that ghastly time in a way

that was truly unforgettable. s

The debate goes on about my plans to commemorate>the 40th
anniversary of the liberation of Europe from the Nazi tyranny.
I am not insensitive to the arguments and concerns. I have not
exhausted my ability to learn about the holocaust, a time of extra-
ordinary horror which befell the world. The implications of that
event are immense, almost beyond anyone's capacity to describe and
comprehend. Let mé tell you a little bit of what is in my mind,

atter listening to you and thinking again about the holocaust years.

We must remember those years not only with sorrow but with

shame. There was the shame of a Nazi regime so murderous that
even today our minds strain to comprehenc it. Some people watched
this Nazi terror unfeelingly. Some gave only weak cries of pro-

test. I have the great privilege of leading a nation that helped
crush this monster to death, but there is enough evil in the holo-
caust to shame all of us. Few among us, wherever we lived, saw
guickly enough what was happening. Few among us did all that we

could.



Some hope did arise from the ashes, just enough to tell us
that God had not forgotten His world. The state of Israel emerged
from the fire. 1In West Germany, out of the nightmare of the
totalitarian years arose a strong democracy that has beccme one
of our staunchest allies in the fight against the dehumanization

that totalitarism brings.

These transformations have been swift and confusing. The
memories of the past are hard to piece together with the peolitical
realities and necessities of the present. For some of us, talk
of the holocaust upsets strong political convictions. It poses
an even deeper challenge to the ability of others to think of
themselves as decent human beings. Some of us do not know enough
;gbut the event. Some of us try to avoid it. Some of us make the
wrong choices in trying to decide how best to remember and com-
memorate it. None of this should be surprising. None of this

should be keyond our ability as Amerxicans to understand and for-

give in one another.

In the days to come, as I remember the holocaust and the war
in my travels here and abroad, I will speak of responsibility and
of reconciliation. I consider both the blaming and the peace-
making part of my duty to build memorials to the innocent, so that
in some way they may triumph over the dreadful death that over-
took them. I ask for your understanding and your help in this

solemn task.

- - Sincerely,
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ELSA SANDSTROM
8860 Villa LaJolla Drive

LaJolla, Ca. 92037
April 20, 1985

President Ronald Reagan
The White House
Washington, D. C. 200
Dear Mr. President -

Our sincerest commendations to vou for the
steadfastness and strength you have shown in dealing with your oppo-
sition since entering your second term, ¥We are indebted to you; and
we know you will continue to have our country's best interests at heart.

Kudos to you also for standing firm on your commitment to place
a wreath in the German cemetery. Having been invited to do so by
the German Chancellor, it would have been most discourteous to refuse.
We are all aware of the atrocities of war; and deplore them with all

of our hearts and do not forget. However, as you have so eloquently

stated, there is also a time for reconciliation . . .

Sipcerely,

Elsa Sandstrom (Mrs.)

"Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rether give place
unto wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is mine, I will repay,
saith the lord." Romans 12:19

"Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord; and the people
whom he hath chosen for his own inheritance, Psalms 33:12

"But his delight is in the law of the Lord; and in his law doth
he meditate day and night." Psalms 1:3









THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 8, 1985

Dear Marge:

Thank you for sharing with us your views concerning the President’s State
Visit to the Federal Republic of Germany. We fully understand the depth
of your concerns and assure you the President's feelings about the crimes
against humanity perpetrated by the Nazi regime are no less deeply felt.
President Reagan has attempted to make absolutely clear during his visit
the revulsion all Americans feel for the horrors which were committed in
the name of the German state and our determination not to forget them.

As you know, his itinerary included a ceremony at Bergen-Belsen concen-
tration camp in order to pay homage to all those who perished at the hands
of the Nazis. As he said on the anniversary of the liberation of that camp
April 21, there can and should be no absolution.

President Reagan is certain you agree that, as part of our efforts to learn
from the experiences of this dark era, we must not reject opportunities for
reconciliation. The President was asked by Chancellor Kohl to pay a visit
to a German military cemetery in Bitburg, and he has honored that request.

For four decades, the Federal Republic of Germany has faced up to the guilt
and responsibilities of its Nazi past and has, in countless ways, demonstrated
concretely its commitment to democratic ideals and human rights, including
standing shoulder to shoulder with us in the Alliance in defense of freedom.
With particular regard to the younger generation in Germany, it is important
to demonstrate that, while we continue to hold the nation responsible for its
past, we do not consider them to bear individual responsibility for the crimes
of Nazism.

Let me make clear that the President does not consider his appearance at
Bitburg to represent an act of forgiveness for those crimes, but rather one
of acknowledgment of the democratic society the German people have built.
He considers this to be a positive gesture which in no way detracts from
his full and heartfelt commitment to remember and honor the victims of the
Holocaust and the American soldiers who gave their lives to defeat the Nazi
regime and its crimes.

Sincerely,

M. B. Oglesby, dJr.
Assistant to the President

The Honorable Marge Roukema
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

MBO/STATE/NSC/KRJ/ech-MBO8
cc: Will Ball, Cong. Affrs.
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