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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
DEPENDENTS SCHOOLS
GERMANY REGION
OFFICE OF THE PRINCIPAL
BONN AMERICAN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

AMERICAN EMBASSY, BOX 125
GERMANY APO NY 0S080-0005

27 March 1985

MEMORANDUM FOR President Ronald Reagan
SUBJECT: Presidential Visit to Bomn
Dear Mr. President,

Enclosed are letters from some of our students inviting you to visit
our school during your trip to Germany.

We are a relatively small school, 220 students, kindergarten to grade 5.
Our students have parents working in our American embassy, and many of
the foreign embassies throughout the Bonn area.

The most fascinating aspect of this school is the diversity of nation-
alities and the high level of acceptance and friendship among the
children.

We realize how busy you will be once you arrive, but hope you or one of
your party would be able to visit with our children for a few minutes.

Wishing you a happy Easter and a safe trip to Europe.
/ﬁﬁ.,;//k/ﬂ»caz‘. /(j éfg{g v‘-——;»w(:'é/éé,:/

BARBARA R. RUDOMETKIN
Principal
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MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE

L

WASHINGTON

i\mm

4-17-85

TO: Pat Buchanan

Telegrams and mailgrams on the President's proposed visit to a
German military cemetery as of this date number as follows:

Pro Con Conments

95 1,320 12

I'm attaching a sample of their contents.

The telephone calls since last Friday number:
304 1,423

The calls seem to be coming mainly from Florida, New York and California;
those in favor of going to the German cemetery are from the mid-west, although

support for this is very weak.

I think the attached telegrams sum up the feelings.

cc: Dave Chew
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WASHINGTON

4-22-85

TO: DAVID CHEW

FROM: ANNE HIGGINS W

RE: Public Reaction to Proposed Presidential Visit to German Cemetery

Comment Office Calls for the period April 8 - 22 regarding the
above proposed visit number:

1,358 Pro
3,789 Con

5,147 Total
Tetegrams/Mailgrams during the same period number:
335 Pro

2,912 Con
38 Cormment

3,285 Total

Per your request, I'm attaching some sample telegrams.

Also attached is a breakdown of some comparative issues that have
brought large telephone volume in the past year.



Comparative issues that have brought large phone volume during this

Administration follow:

December, 1983: Nebragka Religious
School Problem
Marines in Lebanon

January, 1984: President's
State of Union 2Address
Ambassador to the Vatican

February, 1984: U.S. Policy
in Iebanon

March, 1984: School Prayer
Amendment

November, 1984: U.S.-Uentral
America Policy
Aid to Ethiopia

December, 1984: Tax on Charitable
& Church Contributions

Going back further, October, 1983 saw 46,700 telephone calls.

Rescue Mission accounted for:

President's 10/27/83 speech
on Grenada & Lebanon

Pro

123
234
1;760
47

5,957

2816

2,315
1,046

13

Pro

13,196

13,407

3,868

1,513

191
3,320
1,283

751

2,679

4,547

Con

3,689

1,228

Total

3,991

1,747
1,951
3,367
7,240

3,567

4,994
1,053

4,560

Total

16,885

14,638

After the shooting down of the KAL airliner in September, 1983 we

received 1,900 telephone calls in less than a one day period and 1,800 telegrams.

The Grenada



4-0184467510% 04/15/85
ICS IFMRNCZ CSF )
4155269054 FOM TDRN KENSINGTON CA 7 04-15 1253;359fT;S
FMS FRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN
WHITE HOUSE DC 20300
FLEASE GO TO DACHOU AND NOT EITEURG

RICHARD F A4ND LISA KIDD

108 YORK AVE

KENSINGTON Ca 94708



4-01461%928105 04/15/85
ICS IFMENGZ CSF ~
9133623212 FOM TDEN SHAWNEE MISSION KS 20 03;
FMS FPRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN
WHITE HOUSE DC 20500
U.5. RATIFIED GENOCIDE TREATY WITHOUT CHANGES. DON'T HONWNOR DEAD
GERMAMN SOLDIERS, VISIT CONCENTRATION CAMFS. DON'T CHANGE FOREIGN AID
TO ISRAEL.

MR AND MRS LOUIS MALLIN 2400 W 69 ST SHAWNEE MISSION KG 66208

2400 W 69 5T

SHAWNEE MIGSSION KES 66208

wd 1

15 1226FPEST £,
ST



4-0040515105 04/15/85
ICS IFMMTZZ CSP -

2128890275 FOM TDNT NEW YORK NY 26 04-15 0924A. EST . o . 5
FMS FRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN e
WHITE HDUSE DC 20500
DO THE ONLY HONDRAELE THING AND CHANGE YDUR FLANS. A STATE VISIT TO A
NAZI CEMETERY IS A MARK DF AFFROVAL FOR DASTARDLY CRIMES AND
CRIMINALS.

MELVIN DUEINSKY

113 EAST 31 ST

NEW YORK NY 10016

0924 EST
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ICS IPMWGWD WSH

04011 04~15 0954F EST 05 heR |5 POl 5

FMS WHITE HOUSE DC
4-03532325105 04/15/85
ICS IFMRNCZ CSFP
2136754889 TDRN WHITTIEZ7A 42 04-1F 0954F EST
FMS FRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN RPT DLY MGM
WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON DL 20500
WITH REGARD TO THE WREATH LAYING CEREMONY ON YOUR FORTHCOMING TRIF TO

WEST GERMANY, THANK YOU FOR TEACHING US NOT TO HATE AND FEAR, THANK
YOU FOR EMBODYING THAT MOST DIFFICULT OF ALL CHRISTIAN TENETS -
FORGIVENESS. GOD EBLESS YOU MR PRESIDENT.

RUTH AND SUSAN NAULTY
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(1grafinsert x x x cemetery ceremony; picksup8thgraf: At the White A//”f’v
Wiesel's Reagan to spend 45 minutes at concentration camp, only 20 at A
cemetery)

By IRA R. ALLEN / 57675?/

WASHINGTON (UPI) -~ ™ °* ' T came face to face today witl 7’

memories of the Nazi genuciuc, awaruusyg a congressional gold medal to Euc / s 4
Wiesel, literary conscience of the Holocaust, who implored the president to A /}‘ 24
- L I . » . —~ - - - - l o o VA g
111 @il slvuusdl CESpulste W nedgdil's cdll [or reconciaation, ana rull of /%’
praise to the president "for being a friend to the Jewish people," Wiesel

said he must follow Jewish tradition and "speak truth to power."

"I know of your commitment to to humanity, and therefore I am
convinced that you were not aware of the presence of SS graves in
Bitburg Cemetery,” Wiesel said after receiving the medal.

"May I, Mr. President, if it is possible, implore you to do something
else to find another way to find another site. That place is not your
place. Your place is with the victims of the SS."

He said all issues relating to Reagan's May 5 and 6 reconciliation state
visit to Germany "transcend politics and diplomacy. The issue here is not
politics -- it is good and evil. We must never confuse them."

Just after the ceremony, the White House and the West German
government announced that Reagan would visit the former concentration
camp at Bergen-Belsen, as a counterbalance to Reagan's cemetery
ceremony.

White House spokesman Larry Speakes said Reagan will spend 45
minutes at the concentration camp and 20 minutes at the German cemetery.
At the White House, Reagan never took his eyes off the concentration
camp survivor, one of the most famous, who is a novelist, essayist and

history professor. The president, who had ahready spoken, did not
respond to Wiesel's comments.

In his remarks, Reagan said, "Today there is a spirid of reconciliation
between the peoples of the allied nations and the people of Germany and
even between the soldiers who fought each other on the battlefields of
Europe. That spirit must grow and be strenghtened.”

"You seek reconciliation and so do I and so do we." replied Wiesel.
"And I too wish to attain reconciliation with the German people ... and I
believe, Mr. President, we must work to bring peace and understanding to
a tormented world which as you know is still awaiting redemption.™

Wiesel, who met with Reagan before the packed Roosevelt Room
ceremony, opened by saying as a result of the session, "a stage of
reconciliation has been set in motion between us but then we were never
on two sides. We were on the same side. We were always on the side of
justice, always on the side of memory, against the SS and against what
they represented.”

As he finished his powerful commemoration of the Holocaust, Wiesel
said, "I have seen the SS at work. I have seen the victims. They were
my friends. They were my parents. There was a loneliness and suffering
in the concentration camps that defies imagination. ... Sons watched
helplessly their fathers being beaten to death. Mothers watched their
children die of hunger. And then there was Mengele and the selections.
Terror, fear, isolation, torture, gas chambers, flames, flames rising to the
heavens."

Speaking to news reporters outside the White House following the
ceremony, Wiesel said Reagan gave him no indication that he would cancel
his visit to the cemetery, and said the president "explained why he
cannot change" it.



IRA ALLEN (continued)

Said Wiesel, "He said because it is a state visit, too much involved,
there are foreign policy consideration. I understand, but to me, this is a
moral issue. The issue is good and evil and there, there can be no
compromise,"

Wiesel had considered boycotting the ceremony, marking Jewish Heritage
Week, in protest of Reagan's decision to visit the cemetery and his labeling
Thursday of young German soldiers as "victims of Naziism also, even
though they were fighting in the German uniform, drafted into the service
to carry out the hateful wishes of the Nazis. "They were victims just as
surely as the victims in the concentration camps." _

"I am in total disagreement with him," Wiesel said before the ceremony
in a CBS interview. "Such an analogy is beyond the vocabulary that I
have learned.”

A spokeswoman said Wiesel, a survivor of the death camp at Auschwitz,
‘said Wiesel, an author on the Holocaust and spokesman for the 6 million
dead and thousands of surviving victims, decided to attend the White
House ceremony because the medal "isn't actually a gift of the president.
The president is acting for Congress. And clearly, Congress is not
implicated at all.”

Congress voted a year ago to award the gold medal to recognize Wiesel's
work in advancing human rights and for his contribution to literature. He
heads the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Council.

His council sent a blistering telegram to Reagan late Thursday
denouncing the president for his comments earlier in the day "equating
the deaths of Nazi soldiers who fought for Hitler with the victims who were
murdered by Hitler in concentration camps."

~ "We were shocked to learn that a president of the United States could
utter such a distortion of what took place during the Holocaust," the
telegram said.

upi 04-19-85 01:24 pes



3 AP-NY-04-19-85 1250EST
Cemetery Visit Still Planned

WASHINGTON (AP) -- Holocaust survivor Elie Wiesel, accepting a
Congressional Gold Medal from President Reagan Friday, implored Reagan
not to go through with his plan to visit a Germany military cemetery next
month where Nazi SS troops are buried.

Minutes after the ceremony, however, presidential spokesman Larry
Speakes said Reagan would still visit the cemetery, but would also visit
the Bergen-Belsen concentration camp to "honor the victims of Nazism"
before flying by helicopter to the cemetery at Bitburg.

Speakes said Reagan, who had spoken by telephone this morning with
West German Chancellor Helmut Kohl and explained his decision to Wiesel
during a half-hour private meeting before the ceremony, remained
determined to pay tribute to the German dead at Bitburg, whom he has
called victims of Nazism "just as surely as the victims in the concentration
camps."

Wiesel, who was a child prisoner in the Auschwitz and Buchenwald
concentration camps, recalled in vivid detail the horrors he witnessed and
the Jews and other Nazi victims suffered.

"One million Jewish children perished. If I spent my entire life reciting
their names, I would die before finishing the task. Mr., President, I have
seen children, I have seen them being thrown in the flames -- alive!
Words, they die on my lips."

Reagan, sitting behind Wiesel after presenting the medal honoring the
survivor's work in keeping the memory of the Holocaust alive, listened
intently and appeared close to tears.

Weisel praised Reagan as "a friend of the Jewish people" and told the
president he was compelled "to speak truth to power" and did so‘with
respect and admiration.

"I wouldn't be the person I am, and you wouldn't respect me for what
I am if I were not to tell you also of the sadness that is in my heart"
over Reagan's plan to lay a wreath at the Bitburg military cemetery during
a visit to West Germany next month.

Saying he was convinced Reagan didn't know at the time he made the
decision to go to Bitburg that members of the SS were buried there, Wiesel
said, "May I, Mr. President, implore you to do something else, to find
another way, to find another site. That is not your place."

The president, who already had paid tribute to Wiesel without
mentioning the storm of controversy swirling about the cemetery issue, did
not respond when Wiesel finished, except to stand and shake hands with
the honoree.

Reagan said Thursday he would not cave in and change his planned
cemetery visit in the face of criticism but would add a stop at a
concentration camp to honor the millions of Jews and Eastern Europeans
killed by the Nazis.

Weisel is chairman of the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Commission.

AP-NY-04-19-85 1250EST
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(complete writethru  details of visit)

BONN, West Germany (UPI) -- President Reagan will visit the former
Nazi concentration camp Bergen-Belsen as part of a state visit next month
that also includes a trip to a German war cemetery, the West German
government announced Friday.

The government press office, in a brief message to the media, said the
decision to visit Bergen-Belsen on May 5 was taken by Reagan and
Chancellor Helmut Kohl on the basis of consultations between their two
governments.

Bergen-Belsen, located in a sparsely populated area north of Hanover
and close to the East German border, became a synonym for Nazi cruelty
partly through the diaries of Anne Frank, a teenager who died there.

About 60,000 inmates of the camp were liberated by advancing British
troops on April 15, 1945, after thousands of others had been killed there.
The camp was promptly burned by the British to head off a possible
plague caused by rotting corpses and unsanitary conditions inside.

"On the basis of further consultations between the American
government and the West German government and after visits to possible
sites by a White House delegation led by Michael K. Deaver with the
participation of the chancellor's aides, President Reagan and Chancellor
Dr. Kohl have decided to take part together in a rememberance ceremony
in Bergen-Belsen on May 5," the government statement read.

"The victims of Nazi tyranny will be remembered at the ceremony," it
concluded.

Reagan is also scheduled to visit the Nazi war cemetery at Bitburg,
West Germany, and lay a wreath. Among those buried there were 47
soldiers who belonged to Hitler's Waffen SS storm troopers.

The West German government's announcement came about the same time
Reagan was presenting a gold medal to Elie Wiesel, a writer and
concentration camp survivor, in Washington.

Wiesel praised Reagan "for being a friend to the Jewish people" but
implored him not to visit the German war cemetery.

"I know of your commitment to to humanity, and therefore I am
convinced that you were not aware of the presence of SS graves in
Bitburg Cemetery," Wiesel said.

Jewish groups have called on Reagan to call off the visit next month,
saying he should not honor those responsible for the Holocaust in which 6
million Jews died.

After the public outcry over the visit, U.S. officials began searching
for an appropriate Holocaust memorial for Reagan to tour.

Deaver and his team this week checked out Bergen-Belsen as well as
the concentration camps at Dachau, outside Munich and Flossenbuerg, on
the Czech border, as possible sites for a Reagan pilgrimage to honor Nazi
victims,

The White House delegation returned to Washington on Thursday to
make their recommendation to Reagan, who had earlier announced he would
visit a concentration camp to balance his planned wreath-laying at a
German soldiers's cemetery in Bitburg, southwest of Cologne.

The president had a couple of months ago decided against a visit to
Dachau during his state visit to West Germany next month. But vigorous
protests by Jews and U.S. veterans against the cemetery wreath-laying
apparently persuaded him to change his visit itinerary to include a
pilgrimage to a Nazi concentration camp as well.

upi 04-19-85 12:46 pes
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

DATE: _ 4/24/85 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: _ Noon, Friday, 4/26/85
SUBJECT: Letter from AIPAC re President's trip to Germany
ACTION FYI ACTION FYI

VICE PRESIDENT O O OGLESBY O 0
REGAN o O ROLLINS O O
DEAVER ] O SPEAKES O O
STOCKMAN O O SVAHN O O
BUCHANAN V O TUTTLE O .|
CHEW OP [(JSS VERSTANDIG O O
FIELDING O O WHITTLESEY O O
FRIEDERSDORF O | RYAN ] U
HICKEY o O DANIELS O O
HICKS O d [] U
KINGON O | O U
McFARLANE | d O U

REMARKS:

Please provide appropriate response for President's signature by
noon Friday. Thanks.

RESPONSE:

David L. Chew
Staff Secretary
Ext. 2702



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 22, 1985

MEMORANDUM FOR DAVID CHEW ™ =
STAFF SECRETARY TO THE PRESIDENT G
FROM: MARSHALL BREGER EE)\ =G
SPECIAL ASSISTA O THE PRESIDENT .
FOR PUBLIC LIAISON 2

Attached is a letter from AIPAC on the President's trip to
Germany, which was noted in the New York Times of Monday, April
22, 1985, The letter was handed to me on the dais of the AIPAC
opening session before I spoke. During later remarks both
Congressmen Fascell and Kemp associated themselves with the

letter and and stated that they would send similar letters to the
President.

I believe that you may wish to have the President respond to this
letter. I am told that the letter was engineered by Republican
supporters of the President to head off a demonstration during

that part of the program which included Secretary Shultz and my
own remarks.

For your information, also is attached is a copy of my remarks to
the ATIPAC Conference.

Attachments: 2



=2 AIPAC

THE AMERICAN ISRAEL PUBLIC AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

April 21, 1985

The Honorable Ronald Reagan
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

As an organization committed to Jewish dignity and survival,
we speak to you as friends to friend, from our hearts to your heart.
We seek to convey our message to you, Mr. President, because you
have demonstrated through your whole life a commitment to human
decency, compassion, and understanding. You are a good friend of
the Jewish people and the State of Israel. We know. your deep
feelings about the Holocaust.

As human beings, as Americans and as Jews, we join millions of
our fellow citizens in calling upon you to cancel your visit to
the Bitburg military cemetary. We profoundly agree with the state-
ment, ''That place, Mr. President, is not your place. Your place is
with the victims of the SS."

It is a sign of strength, not weakness, to correct this injustice.
To honor those SS soldiers who spread terror and death under the sign
of the skull and crossbones dishonors their victims -- the Jews and
the American GIs they slaughtered only 30 miles away at Malmedy, and
it dishonors those Germans who are today working to build a democratic
and free Germany. To honor those SS murderers could well ignite a
resurgency of neo-Naziism in Germany and elsewhere. To visit their
graves would be an outrage against human decency which cannot and
must not be ignored.

As it has been said, '"The issue here is not politics, but good
and evil." Mr. President, do not shame the victims of Nazi tyranny.

ZZ/ Sincerely, .
v *
L ¢
Robert H. Asher Thomas A. Dine
President Executive Director

444 NORTH CAPITOL STREET, N.W. -+ SUITE 412 - WASHINGTON, D.C. 20001 - (202)638-2256

President: Robert H. Asher, [L Chairman of the Board: Lawrence Weinberg, CA Vice Presidents: Robert L. Adler, IL; Donald Diamond, AZ; Edward C. Levy, Jr., MI; Rabbi Israel Mifler, NY:
Michael Stein, FL; Barbi Weinberg, CA:; Harriet Zimmerman, GA Secretary: Gordon Zacks, OH Treasurer: Bernard S. White, MD Regional Chairpersons: Marshall Brachman, TX:
Monte Friedkin, OH: Richard Goldman, CA: Harlan Hockenberg, IA: Herbert D. Katz, FL; Mayer Mitchell, AL; Robert Riesman, Rl: Presidents Emeritus: RabbiPhilip S. Bernstein, NY:
Irving Kane, OH; LL. Kenen, DC; Louis Lipsky, NY*; Edward Sanders, CA: Morton Silberman, FL*; Lawrence Weinberg, CA *Deceased

Executive Director: Thomas A. Dine Deputy Executive Director and General Counsel: Arthur D. Chotin Legislative Director: Douglas M. Bloomfield Research and Information
Director: Steven J. Rosen Community Issues Director: Jacqueline G. Abelman Political Director: Chris Gersten Administrative and Finance Director: Morris 5. Edeson

THE COMMITTEE CONDUCTS PUBLIC ACTION TO MAINTAIN AND STRENGTHEN THE FRIENDSHIP BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND ISRAEL



REMARKS OF
MARSHALL J. BREGER
SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT

FOR PUBLIC LIAISON

AT THE
ATPAC POLICY CONFERENCE
HYATT REGENCY - CRYSTAL CITY, VIRGINIA

SUNDAY, APRIL 21, 1985

Thank you very much Gordy for your kind remarks. I am
especially grateful as I feel somewhat like the warm up act for
the lions in the colosseum this afternoon.

And thank you Bob for the letter to President Reagan which
you have shared with me.

I understand your agony and share our communal pain. I just
returned Wednesday after two weeks with my family in Jerusalem
for Pesach the Festival of Freedom. I arrived in time to
participate in the Jewish Heritage Week ceremony and the
presentation of the of the Congressional Gold Medal to Elie
Wiesel. I was profoundly moved by his remarks as, I know -- in
both private and public sessions -~ was the President. I will

make certain that he receives this letter.



It's an honor for me to be here this afternoon. I came to
hear George Shultz. I know this is why you're here too, so I
will be very brief. But with all that is going on, I couldn't
resist the invitation to appear before AIPAC. You are the
vanguard of America's pro-Israel community, and the pro-Israel
"community really is America. AIPAC also has a professional
quality and caliber that is very rare. I know, because in my
job I have had the opportunity to work closely with Tom, with Bob
Asher, and with the other officers and staff. It is a daunting
experience, when you realize that you must match the standard of
excellence that is represented by this organization and these
people. I can tell you this -- even when you beat up on us =-- we
are impressed by how well you do it.

Before I accepted this job sixteen months ago, some people
urged me not to take it on. I had an exciting life as a Senior
Fellow in Law at an excellent conservative "think tank", the
Heritage Foundation. People told me that the work of the Jewish
desk in the White House is frustrating, because the community
expectations are so high. Some of those who warned me asserted
flatly that this is not a friendly Administration.

I concluded that all these well-intentioned advisers were
wrong, and now, from the vantage point of the President's staff,
I know they are. An enormous amount can and is being done. This
President is the best friend of our community who has ever sat in
the White House. He is taking steps that are bolder and more

far-reaching than anything that has been dared before.



-

He is in the process of creating a conceptual revolution in the
character of U.S.-Israel relations, that will raise the relation-
ship to a higher plane for decades to come.

To show what can be done, permit me to give a personal
example. In June of 1983, I took my boss, Ed Fuelner, President
of the Heritage Foundation, to Israel. We also took Pat
Buchanan, Assistant to the President, Midge Dector, and other
conservative leaders. In one meeting at the Ministry of Trade,
some junior civil servants broached in a very tentative way --
they had not really thought it through -- the idea of a free
trade area between Israel and the United States., Well, our team
was seized by the idea, and we brought it back immediately to
Judge Clark, whd was then the President's National Security
Adviser. He didn't flinch at the sheer chutzpah of the idea,
that America's very first free trade relationship would be with
the tiny state of Israel. So we wrote the President and then
everyone at the Department of Commerce and the Office of the
Special Trade Representative, who also saw merit in the idea,
knew they had a green light from Judge Clark and the President to
go ahead. And now, less than two years later, this historic pact
will be signed tomorrow. That is the kind of President and
Administration you have, and why it is so exciting to have my

position in these times



This is the President who had the bold vision to shift from
loans to all-grant aid to Israel, because he knew it is destruc-
tive to keep building the mountain of debt. And he did this at a
time of fiscal austerity and budget cutting in our own country,
because he knows that money to Israel is a sound investment for
America.

This is also the President who is committed to building a
new basis for defense cooperation between the United States and
Israel, because the United States and Israel are allies in the
defense of freedom in the Middle East. In the last year, since
I've had the privilege to be in this office, what has really
moved forward is strategic cooperation. For example, just five
days ago the Secretary of the Navy announced that the Navy will
build three diesel-powered submarines in Israeli shipyards and
has agreed that the United States and Israel will jointly develop
a new naval missile. That's strategic cooperation. This is an
historical development, and for me it is an honor to be a part of
it.

The test of real friendship is how parties handle adversity.
The Administration showed its true commitment to Israel when
disputes over moving the embassy to Jerusalem were never allowed
to impede progress on free trade or strategic cooperation. The
ability to withstand the give and take between friends, I
believe, is the most basic sign of a healthy relationship -- and
a solid alliance.

Well, I will stop now so that we can all hear the Secretary
of State. But I thank you for this honor and I wish you great

success at this conference.
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Noon, Friday, 4/26/85

DATE: __ 4/24/85 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY:
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MEMORANDUM FOR DAVID CHEW =
STAFF SECRETARY TO THE PRESIDENT iz
FROM: MARSHALL BREGEK |b o
SPECIAL ASSISTA O THE PRESIDENT .
FOR PUBLIC LIAISON =

Attached is a letter from AIPAC on the President's trip to
Germany, which was noted in the New York Times of Monday, April
22, 1985 The letter was handed to me on the dais of the “77°C
- e During later remarks botn
sociated themselves with the

retier wiiu wiin meueew cawe weewy; WOuld send similar letters to the
President.

—— e

I believe that you may wish to have the President respond to this
letter. I am told that the letter was engineered by Republican
supporters of the President to head off a demonstration during
that part of the program which included Secretary Shultz and my
own remarks.

For your information, also is attached is a copy of my remarks to
the AIPAC Conference.
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Thank you very much Gordy for your kind remarks. I am
especially grateful as I feel somewhat like the warm up act for
the lions in the colosseum this afternoon.

And thank you Bob for the letter to fresident Reagan which
you have shared with me.

I understand your agony and share our communal pain. I just
returned Wednesday after two weeks with my family in Jerusalem
for Pesach the Festival of Freedom. I arrived in time to
participate in the Jewish Heritage Week ceremony and the
presentation of the of the Congressional Gold Medal to Elie
Wiesel. I was profoundly moved by his remarks as, I know =-- in
both private and public sessions -- was the President. I will

make certain that he receives this letter.



It's an honor for me to be here this afternoon. I came to
hear George Shultz. I know this is why you're here too, so I
will be very brief. But with all that is going on, I couldn't
resist the invitation to appear before AIPAC. You are the
vanguard of Amerircale nrn-Teraal ~ammunity, and the nro-Tarae]l
comminity raally de Amaricg, AIPAC also has a professional
quality and caliber that is very rare. I know, because in my
job I have had the opportunity to work closely with Tom, with Bob
Asher, and with the other officers and staff. It is a daunting
experience, when you realize that you must match the standard of
excellence that is represented by this organization and these
people. I can tell you this -- even when you beat up on us =-- we
are impressed by how well you do it.

Before I accepted this job sixteen months ago, some people
urged me not to take it on. I had an exciting life as a Senior
Fellow in Law at an excellent conservative "think tank", the
Heritage Foundation. People told me that the work of the Jewish
desk in the White House is frustrating, because the community
expectations are so high. Some of those who warned me asserted
flatly that this is not a friendly Administration.

I concluded that all these well-intentioned advisers were
wrong, and now, from the vantage point of the President's staff,
I know they are. An enormous amount can and is being done. This
President is the best friend of our community who has ever sat in
the White House. He is taking steps that are bolder and more

far-reaching than anything that has been dared before.



He is in the process of creating a conceptual revolution in the
character of U.S.-Israel relations, that will raise the relation-
ship to a higher plane for decades to come.

To show what can be done, permit me to give a personal
example. 1In June of 1983, I took my boss, Ed Fuelner, President
of the Heritage Foundation, to Israel. We alen #+nnk Pa+
Buichanan. Accia+ant +n +he DPraocidant Mid~a Nantnr  ~nA ~rhar
conservative leaders., 77— -~~~ —-- LA —n o et - e,
some junior civil servants broached in a very tentative way --
they had not really thought it through -- the idea of a free
trade area between Israel and the United States. Well, our team
was seized by the idea, and we brought it back immediately to
Judge Clark, who was then the President's National Security
Adviser. He didn't flinch at the sheer chutzpah of the idea,
that America's very first free trade relationship would be with
the tiny state of Israel. So we wrote the President and then
everyone at the Department of Commerce and the Office of the
Special Trade Representative, who also saw merit in the idea,
knew they had a green light from Judge Clark and the President to
go ahead. And now, less than two years later, this historic pact
will be signed tomorrow. That is the kind of President and
Administration you have, and why it is so exciting to have my

position in these times



This is the President who had the bold vision to shift from
loans to all-grant aid to Israel, because he knew it is destruc-
tive to keep building the mountain of debt. And he did this at a
time of fiscal austerity and budget cutting in our own country,
‘because he knows that money to Israel is a sound investment for
America.

This is also the President who is committed to building a
new basis for defense cooperation between the United States and
Israel, because the United States and Israel are allies in the
defense of freedom in the Middle East. In the last year, since
I've had the privilege to be in this office, what has really
moved forward is strategic cooperation. For example, just five
days ago the Secretary of the Navy announced that the Navy will
build three diesel-powered submarines in Israeli shipyards and
has agreed that the United States and Israel will jointly develop
a new naval missile. That's strategic cooperation. This is an
historical development, and for me it is an honor to be a part of
it.

The test of real friendship is how parties handle adversity.
The Administration showed its true commitment to Israel when
disputes over moving the embassy to Jerusalem were never allowed
to impede progress on free trade or strategic cooperation. The
ability to withstand the give and take between friends, I
believe, is the most basic sign of a healthy relationship -- and
a solid alliance.

Well, I will stop now so that we can all hear the Secretary

of State. But I thank you for this honor and I wish you great

success at this conference.
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