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HENRY M., JACKSON, WASH,, CHAIRMAN

FRANK CHURCH, 1DAHO
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FLOYD K. HASKELL, COLO.
DALE BUMP.RS, ARK.
WENDELL H. FORD, KY.
JOHN A, DURKIN, N.H.

CLIFFORD P, HANSEN, WYO,
MARK 0. HATFIELD, OREG,
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PAUL LAXALT, NEV,

HOWARD M. METZENSAUM, OHIO

SPARK M. MATSUNAGA, HAWA|I
WENDELL R. ANDERSON, MINN.
JOHN MELCHER, MONT.

COMMITTEE ON
ENERGY AND NATURAL RESOURCES

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510

GRENVILLE GARSIDE, STAFF DIRECTOR AN COUNSEL
DANIEL A. DREYFUS, DEPUTY STAFF DIRECTOR FOR LEGISLATION

D, MICHAEL HARVEY, CHIEF COUNSEL May‘ 25 5 1 9 78

W. Q. CRAFT, JR

MINORITY COUNSEL

Mr. Michael Carowitz

2260 Rolling Hill Drive Southeast
Grand Rapids, Michigan

49506

Dear Michael:

Thank you for your recent letter asking me to
respond to my impressions of what I saw at Buchenwald,
It would take some time for me to adequately describe
what I saw at this death camp in the closing days of
World War II.

I can only say that I could not believe my eyes
as to what I saw in terms of what had happened there.
This is the camp where the lady who was the wife of the
Commander, Elsa Koch, who had made lamp shades out
of human skin, Bodies were stacked up like cord wood.
The ones who were not sent to the death chamber were

left to die in their bunks in row upon row in the barracks,

Suffice it to say, I could not believe it until I saw
it that a country as advanced as Germany could engage in
such genocide. I made a commitment then and there to do
everything in my power to see, in particular, the Jews who
had been refugees and who had survived the death camp,
to have the opportunity to live in their own land, That is
why I became a staunch supporter of Israel.

I hope this will help you some.
With best wishes,
Sincerely yours,

237

Hehry M, fackson,
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i ONE OF ISRAEL'S LEADING SURGEONE. PROFESSOR ERWIN
T. JACOB ASKED THAT THE EMBASSY PASS ON THE
FOLLOWING MESSAGE OF SUPPORT FOR PRESIDENT REAGAN' S
DECISON TQO VISIT A GERMAN MILITARY CEMETERY

2.
MISTES PRESIDEINT:

FROM 134« TC THE END OF THE WAR AT THE AGE OF 16, I
WAE A VICTIM OF THE DANTESQUE HELL OF THE NAZI
CONCENTRATION CAMP UNIVERSE.

WITHIN THE HORROR OF THAT WORLD, MY LIFE WAS SAVED ON
THREE OCCASIONS BY ONE S5 OBERSCHARFFUHRER AND TwO
OTHER $S MEN wHO WERE AND REMAINED ANONYMOUS TO ME.
THESE ACTS WERE, INDEED, THE EXCEPTION AND NOT THE
RULE OF BEHAVIOR OF THESE UNITS OF THE GERMAN ARMED
FORCES. NEVERTHELESS, SHOULD I KNOW WHERE THESE MEN
ARE BURIED, I wOULD HAVE NO HESITATION WHATSOEVER TO
LAY A WREATH ON THEIR TOMB.

BY ACTING AS YOU ARE, MR. PRESIDENT, YOU MAY BE
PAYING RESPECT TO THE FEW 55 SOLDIERS OR OFFICERS
WHO IN THAT INDESCRIBABLE TURMOIL OF HISTORY, HAVE
PRESERVED THEIR HUMAN DIGNITY AND HELPED
COURAGEOUSLY, SOME OF US TO SURVIVE

NOTWITHSTANDING, I SHALL PURSUE EVERY ENDEAVOR THAT

MIGHT HELP PREVENT THE EVENTUAL RECURRENCE OF SUCH A
ITYy AS THE NAZI REGIME. I ALSO REMAIN IN
SECUTING THE NAZI WAR CRIMINALS STILL

D TO YOU, MR. PRESIDENT, THIS SHORT PERSONAL
TESTIMONIAL IN ORDER TO EXPRESS MY SUPPORT OF YOUR
DECISION TO VISIT BOTH A NAZI CONCENTRATION CAMP AND
A GERMAN MILITARY CEMETERY

RESPECTFULLY YOURS,

/S/

PROF. ERWIN T. JACOB, M™M.D.
CHIEF DEPARTMENT OF SURGERY
SHEBA MEDICAL CENTER
UNIVERSITY OF TEL AVIV
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PME THE PRESIDENT
WHITE HOUSE DC

i COMMEND YDUR DECIGION TO VISIT ONE OF THE WORBT NIGHTMARISH
GEIGHTS DF MAN'S INHUMANITY TO MAN. 1 COMMEND YOU FOR HAVING CHOSEN
ON THIS VISIT TO A FREE GERMANY TO EMPHASIZE THE THEME OF
40 YEARS OF PEACE, FRIENDSHIF AND ALLIANCE. I UNDERSTaAND, SIR,
THAT YOUR VISIT TO THE GERMAN MILITARY CEMETERY AT BITBURG,
WHERE TWO THDUSAND BOILDIERS ARE BURIED, WAS UNDERTAKEN AT y
THE REQUEST DF CHANCELLOR KOHL, TO HELF FUT  BEHIND OUR TWO ‘
PEOPLES THE HATRED AND ENMITY THAT EXISTED BETWEEN OUR NATIONTE
DURING THE WAR. I COMMEND THAT PURFOSE OF RECONCILIATION.

I ALSO COMMEND YOU, SIR, FOR YOUR RECUGNITION, ON THIS
COMING VIBIT, THAT VICTORY DVER WAR CAN BEST EBE ASSURED BY
STRENGTHENING THE RONDS OF FRIENDSHIF BETWEEN FREE NATIONS. &

. IT I8 OUR HOFE THAT FREE PEOPLE EVERYWHERE WILL DRAUW, FROM

THE EVILS OF THE PAST, THE LESSONS THAT
ALONE CAN PREVENT THEIR RECURRANCE.

IT I8 DUR FUTHER HOFE, MR. PRESIDENT, THAT A8 CUOMMANDER-
IN-CHIEF, YOU WILL REEMFHASIZE THESE MESSAGES AT AFFROPRIATE
MEMORIAL AND VETERANS DAY OBSERVANCES, HONORING THE WARD

DEAD OF OUR OWNN COUNTRY, A8 YOU HAVE 80 OFTEN IN THE FAST.
RILLY RAY CAMERON

NATIONAL COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF
VETERANES OF FDREIGN WARE OF THE U.8.
200 MARYLAND AVENUE N

WASHINGTON DU 20002
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Attached are two letters for the
President that were given to Don
Regan at last night's reception.
If you feel they merit the
President's immediate attention,
please let me know.

laat i
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The Honorable Ronald Reagan
April 18, 1985
Page Two

The two views are in no way inconsistent. To the contrary
both views are held and expressed by today's West Germany
leadership. It is entirely appropriate to observe the
significance of the Holocaust by a visit to one of the death
camps. Such a visit could not legitimately offend anyone. It
in no way condemns present day West Germany. Rather the
occasion could provide the opportunity not only to properly
observe the Holocaust but to contrast the freedom and democracy
of today's Federal Republic of Germany with the nightmare of
Nazism, and to praise the character and courage of those
Germans who can be proud of the change they have wrought.

Sincerely,

P

PETE WILSON









THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

April 29, 1985

TO: LINDA

FROM: KATHY RATTE JAFFKE
Office of Legislative Affairs

Pam recommended that the Kennedy letter
I told you about go in to the President.

I am attaching the original in the
event that that is the final decision.
I wasn't sure if the memo should be
from Max or B, but I've also attached
a suggested memo to accompany the
letter.

Let me know if I can do anything else.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

April 29, 1985

TO: PAM

FROM: KATHY RATTE JAFFKE
Office of Legislative Affairs

Do you think we should send the
original over to the West Wing for
Max/B to send in to the President?



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 29, 1985

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
FROM: MAX L. FRIEDERSDORF
SUBJECT : Senator Ted Kennedy's Personal Note
About your Planned Visit to Bitburg
You received the attached letter today from Senator Kennedy.
The Senator writes a very thoughtful note suggesting that you
consider laying a wreath at a civilian cemetery near Bitburg in
order for your visit to be "equally successful and free of

controversy."

I thought you should see Senator Kennedy's letter.



Edmward M. Kerinedy
Massachuselty *

April 26, 1985

/AZszaoua4?/

The President and Mrs. Reagan é}i?\p
The White House, ~ ‘)02
Washington, D. C.

Dear President and Mrs. Reagan:

I know how concerned you both must be about
the unfortunate controversy over the plan to
visit the German military cemetery in Bitburg. I
remember how proud my brother Jack was of his
visit to Germany in 1963, and I am hopeful that a
way can be found for your visit to be equally
successful and free of controversy.

Earlier this week, the enclosed article from
the Los Angeles Times of April 20 happened to
catch my eye. As you will see, the town of
Bitburg was totally destroyed by American bombers
during an air-raid on Christmas Eve 1944,

It occurred to me that, if a civilian
cemetery with German victims of that raid exists,
an appropriate gesture of both reconciliation and
remembrance would be to lay a wreath there,
rather than at the military cemetery.

My staff checked briefly with the Senate Air
Force Liaison yesterday, and it appears that
there are a number of civilian cemeteries in and
around Bitburg -- whether they were in existence
in 1944 or contain graves of victims of the raid,
I do not yet know.



Perhaps nothing will come of this possibility
-- but I wanted to pass it along to you
privately, for whatever value it may have.

Respectfully,

4 /4.7;

Edward M. Kennedy



By TYLER MARSHALL, Times Staff Writer

BITBJRG, West Germany—
When Mayor Theo Hallet first
learned of President Reagan’s plan
to lay a wreath at the local war
cemetery, he saw it as a great
opportunity to put his town on the
map.

Now he’s not so sure.

The 12,000 or so citizens of this
slcepy garrison town, tucked into a
rural backwater near the Luxem-
bourg border, have been left
dumbfounded and more than a
little resentful by the intensity of
the cqontroversy in the United
States over Reagan's plans.

It is not difficult to understand
why Bitburgers are confused.

After all, every Memorial Day
since 1959, they have scen the
commander of the U.S. Air Force's
36th Tactical Fighter Wing, which
is based nearhy, join the mayor in
laying a wrecath at the same spot
where Rcagan plans to place one

Vagw.

on May 5. In recent years, the
commander of a French army con-
tingent hasalso taken part. .
Some members of the Waffen SS,
the clitc World War II German
combat force that was a part of the
much larger SS organization that
among other functions supervised

INDEX

Astrology  Part! Page 26
Bridge V CALENDAR g
Classificd VI CLASSIFIED 1-22
Comics V CALENDAR 9
Crossword VI CLASSIFIED 22
Deaths 1§18 3
Doonesbury V CALENDAR R
Letters I METRO 2
Films V CALENDAR 1-8
Local News 1 METRO 1,3,4,8
Markets 1V BUSINESS -8
Religion 11 METRO 5-7
Sports 111 SPORTS : 1-24
TV-Radio V CALENDAR 1,10,12
Weather 1131

| Zééye the Dead in Peace,” German Mayor Says J—-'AT L// Q'O N
Bitburg Confused Over Cemetery Furor

Nazi concentration camps, arc bur-
jed at Bitburg. A U.S. official said
the presence of the SS graves was
commonly known,

"The thinking was that we are
all allies now and we're working
together,” cxplained Victoria Bills,
an American civil servant in
charge of publicity at the Air Force
base.

“On this day, we remember those
of all nations who died in the war,”
Mayor Hallet said.

But the intensity of the protest in
the United Slates has shaken the
faith of many citizens here, people
who are openly proud of the hospi-
tality they offer servicemen from a
country they hclieved was their
closest ally.

As emotions rise, what warrics
Bitburgers is no longer whether
Reagan will actually make the visit
or what the SS soldiers buried in

Please see BITBURG, Page 20






N

April 26, 1985

SIS

VR /.f' P/f p—

MEMORANDUM FOR PATRICK J. BUCHANAN / j{ e
FROM: PEGGY NOONAN S ey

Pat, here's a thought that may yield something helpful on
the Bitburg problem. Remember way back when, when Mayor Curley
was Jjailed for illegally taking some civil service test for a
croney of his? The Irish of Boston forgave him because, "He did
ih Fow n Frdaea W Tt's a sort of wry old political joke to say
ciemv pemem—y; ~-t in a funny way it still resonates. People
appreciate and respect personal loyalty. They get it.

yle

My parents live in New Jersey; New Jersey is America. If my
parents think this a lot of people think it. And my parents were
especially strong in their perception that Ronald Reagan is
taking a fall for a friend of America. They feel for Reagan.

And they're mad at the people who are making him suffer.

I think there's something to be tapped here. We all watch
too much T.V. in this White House and think America thinks what
T.V. thinks. But America's got its own mind and I think millions
are out there feeling really sympathetic to our guy, and no one's
calling and interviewing them or getting soundbites from them.
It's ever thus as you know but we ought to remember: A lot of
people are on our side.

We can turn this story into: Ronald Reagan is putting
himself through personal anguish and exposing himself to
political danger for only one reason: to protect a strong and
valued ally. Ambassador Burns's comments on how the German
government could fall are helpful here.

I think we must continue to try hard to get this line across
to the press. And I think (I've mentioned this to Ben and to
Josh Gilder, who's doing the remarks) that at the Bitburg Air
Force Base we have to face the whole issue head on by saying: I
just honored some innocents, folks, and I want you to know what I
didn't honor, I didn't honor the SS and I didn't forgive them.
That's God's job, not mine. But I honor the German victims of
Hitler today, and that's the right thing to do, and now let's
move on.



s Aapril 26, 1985

MEMORANDUM FOR DONALD T. REGAN

FROM: Larry Speakes j)y

UPI has been considerably in debt to the White House press plane
charter fund, which is comprised of money provided by the news
organizations on a pro-rata basis for lease of press charter
aircraft. They currently owe $22,000 after a tedious collection
over the past several months. They have manifested six people '
for the European trip at an estimated cost of $6,000 per person,
for a total of $36,000.

Since UPI may go into bankruptcy over the weekend and also can
not honor its paychecks issued on Thursday, we feel that our
assuming an increased obligation which would then total $58,000
would be unwise. It is our responsibility to administer the
White House press charter fund in a responsible manner since the
monies are contributed by press organizations.









THE NICK THIMMESCH COLUMN

For release Sunday, April 21, 1985

THE RUCKUS OVER REAGAN AND THE HOLOCAUST

By Nick Thimmesch

(c) 1985, Los Angeles Times Syndicate

WASHINGTON -~- At first look, it seems that
President Reagan's staff committed a colossal blunder
in scheduling a visit to a German military cemetery
in that country early next month., All manner of dead
cats have been thrown at the White House in protest
of the president's initial decision not to visit
a Nazi concentration camp, and then to approve the
cemetery visit. But this political blunder belongs
more to Reagan, for his good intentions, than it
does his staff.

Reagan has great political instincts about
what will work and what won't. In this situation
he ignored those instincts, and thus incurred the
wrath of Jewish and veterans' organizations, whose
members were understandably furious that their president

avoided a camp but was going to the cemetery.



THIMMESCH 4/21 PAGE 02

Now Reagan tries to gquiet the furor by announcing

that he will, indeed, visit one of the camps, places

he has called "a great moral obscenity."™ Officials

of Jewish organizations do not doubt that Reagan

has deep feelings of sorrow over the horrors suffered

by victims in those camps.

Still, Reagan's original thinking about the

trip was that it would be offensive to the Germans

~- two-thirds of whom were born after World war II

-- to lay another guilt trip on them. Reagan felt

that the 40th anniversary of the end of World War

II should be a time for reconciliation.

Since the French and Germans reconciled last

summer at a cemetery where soldiers from both nations

were buried, Reagan saw no problem in visiting the

German cemetery at Bitburg, though no Americans are

buried there. West German Chancellor Helmut Kohl

vas pleased with the president's decision, but also

suggested that he visit a concentration camp site

as well,

Well, what to say about all of this? Actually,
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visiting a German military cemetery where ordinary
draftees are buried is an entirely different matter
from visiting a camp where Nazi race theories were
carried out in the most hideous and vicious manner.

Anyone visiting the military cemeteries in
Luxembourg where the dead from the Battle of the
Bulge are buried comes away with a profound sorrow
over war. The American cemetery is a splendor of
marbled Latin crosses and stars of David in a beautifully
landscaped setting. Young men from many states are
buried here, and it gets to you.

The German cemetery at nearby Sandweiler is
quife different. It is simple, a bit foreboding and
without tableaus of victory. Many of the small markers
are for boys from 16 to 20, others for older men
in their 60s. Hitler scraped the bottom of the barrel
at the end. The ages of the dead evoke a feeling
of sadness,

A concentration camp is quite another experience,
a ghastly one, and doesn't equal a military cemetery,.

Its victims didn't die for their country as German
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and American soldiers did. Its No. 1 target, the
Jews, were exterminated just for being Jews. Many
other millions were killed for what the Nazis charged
them with, race or religion being a second cause.
Altogether, the brutal killing of these people is
called the Holocaust.

Dr. Bohdan Wytwycky's remarkable monograph,
"The Other Holocaust," recounts how 9 million non-Jews
were put to death by the Nazis in concentration camps
and elsewhere. Some 400,000 gypsies were exterminated.
Nearly 3 million Poles and an equal number of Ukrainians
perished. Many thousands of Catholic priests and

nuns were executed.

The Nazi elite regarded gypsies, homosexuals
and Slavs as subhuman and deserving death, Millions
of political prisoners, resisters and clergy were
killed because they dared to defy the Nazi regime.
There were thousands of Germans also killed in the
camp.

There are no TV programs about this 9 million,

no memorials, or cries to remember. And yet Jews
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and non-Jews suffered this together. Auschwitz's
inmates represented 30 nationalities. As Rabbi Seymour
Siegel, director of the Holocaust Memorial Council,
wrote of Dr. Wycwycky's book, "there is a brotherhood
of suffering."

It is unfortunate that the word, "Holocaust,"
makes most people think of only the Jewish victims
of Naziism., Hitler's fierce racism and madness caused
the deaths of many millions of people. Germans have
been reminded of this for 40 years, as well they
should be.

Still, laying excessive guilt on anybody or
an entire nation isn't very healthy. Two-thirds of
today's Germans were born after Hitler. Europeans
©0ld enough to remember the Nazi period know that
it inflicted suffering on all Jews and many millions
of others whose agony was just as genuine.

So, when Ronald Reagan, in a rare display of
political naivete, decided that after 40 years of
living as good citizens, the Germans didn't need

another guilt i1oad in 1985, his good intentiomns got



-
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him into big trouble. When the Rev. Billy Graham
visited him recently, and they talked of the Jewish
protests over his visit to Bitburg cemetery, tears
came to Reagan's eyes.

(c) 1985, Los Angeles Times Syndicate









THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 14, 1985

Dear Justice Held:

Thank you for your letter of April 24,
Its brevity underscored its obvious sincerity.

The President did reconsider his visit to the Bitburg Cemetery

1985 to the President.

-- many times in fact. He resolved that he should go.

trust that his remarks during the trip explained his resolve,
and I sincerely hope that you and the many other Americans who
counseled against the visit understand not only these reasons,
but also the depth of the President's commitment to neither
forget the Holocaust nor to allow a similar pattern in history

to take shape again.

The Honorable Gerald S. Held

Justice

The Supreme Court of the
State of New York

Brooklyn, New York 11201

FFF:EH:ph 5/2,

cc: FFPFieldinc
HHewitt
Subject
Chron.

Sincerely,

Fred F.
Counsel

Fielding
to the President



May 1, 1985

MEMOCRANDUM FOR FRED F, FIELDING
FROM: HUGH HEWITT

SUBJECT: Letter to the President from
Justice Gerald Held, N.Y.

Attached for your review and signature is a draft response to
Justice Gerald Hall of New York who wrote the President urging
him to reconsider the Bitburg visit,

Attachment
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SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
JusTICES’ CHAMBERS
Brooxryn, NUY. uzo1

GERALD S. HELD
JUSTICE

PERSONAL § UNOFFICTAL

April 24, 1985

The President

The White House

Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Ma. Presddent:

Please neconsidern your decisdion fo go to Bitburg Cemetery. The hurt that
A5 felt by Amenican Jews, by veteran's organizations and by our citizenry
An genernal A48 Limmeaswrable.

Sincernely and respectfully yours,

Loal 2]
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What steps is the United States going to make to alleviate

the world debt situation and, in general, to help the
economies of Third World nations and thus close the

North-South gap?

How do you explain the fact that after so long a time you
still have not convinced the people and governments of many
other nominally friendly countries that your concerns and
actions in Central America are correct and worthy of
support?

Not too long ago you said that world economic ills were not
the fault of U.S. policies but of the economic weaknesses
and structural rigidities of vour European and other trading

partners. Do vou still believe that to be the case and if so,

what do you recommend that other nations should do about it?

Since you are about to set off on a State visit to West
Germany as well as the Eccnomic Summit in Bonn, what message
do yeu have, on virtually the eve of vour departure for the
German pecple?

Does your Administration foresee a stronger or weaker role
in the future for international financial institutions such
as the World Bank and International Monetary Fund? Will the
U.S. increase monetary contribution to such organizations,
or accept the creation of a new organization to deal with
exchange rates?

Do you favor attempts to create more political unity and a
common European currency and other such things that would
further economic and political unification there?

Why did you decide to go to Bitburg and are you still
planning to go?
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urgent
Reagan determined to visit Bitburg
By HELEN THOVAS

UPI white House Reporter

WASHINGION (UPI) -- President Reagan said Monday he is determined to visit a
West German military cemetery where Nazi SS troopers are buried despite a
worldwide outcry because it is "morally right to do so."

On the eve of his 10-day European trip, Reagan also told a group of
foreign correspondents in an interview televised live in Europe that
those buried in the Bitburg cemetery have "long in a sense met the
supreme judgment of right and wrong."

"The final word has been said as far as I'm concerned," Reagan
said when asked about the "trauma" of his decision on survivors of the
Holocaust and others who were affected by World War II.

"I think I'm morally right to do so and I'm not going to change my
mind," he declared.

Reagan earlier told White House reporters that former President
Richard Nixon approved of his decision.

more

upi 04-29-85 03:44 ped
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(combining takes)

Reagan determined to visit Bitburg
By HELEN THOVAS
UPI white House Reporter

WASHINGICN (UPI) -- President Reagan said Monday he is determined to visit a
West German military cemetery where Nazi SS troopers are buried despite a
worldwide outcry because it is "morally right to do so."

On the eve of his 10-day European trip, Reagan also told a group of foreign
correspondents in an interview televised live in Europe that those buried in the
Bitburg cemetery have "long in a sense met the supreme judgment of right and
wrong. "

"The final word has been said as far as I'm concerned,"” Reagan said when
asked about the "trauma" of his decision on survivors of the Holocaust and
others who were affec4ed by World War II.

"I think I'm morally right to do so and I'm not going to change my mind,"
he declared.

Reagan earlier told White House reporters that former President Richard Nixon
approved of his decision.

The president said that "private polls" conducted by the White House
indicated that the opposition to his decision to go to Bitburg was not "that
great."

A Gallup survey published by Newsweek Sunday found 55 percent of Americans
questioned opposed Reagan's visiting Bitburg -- where a few dozen members of
Hitler's elite "Schutzstaffel” are buried -- while 36 percent supported the
plan.

White House spokesman Larry Speakes said there were 'no change in plans"
for laying a wreath Sunday at the cemetery, where 47 members of the elite Nazi
SS Waffen corps are buried, spending about 15 minutes on the grounds.

In West Germany, the Bild Zeitung newspaper said the wreath had already been
ordered for Reagan's visit and it will be decorated in the red, white and blue
of the American flag.

Reagan is clearly annoyed that attention being paid to the 10-day trip,
during which he plans to give four major speeches, is focusing on the brief
ceremony planned at the cemetery.

Reagan blamed the media for "some of the distortions" surrounding the trip,
and said that he had misunderstood the invitation from West German Chancellor
Helmut Kohl to also visit a concentration camp, thinking he would be accused of
"ooing off on my own."

Before going to Bitburg, the president will tour the Bergen-Belsen death camp
-- a stop added after the public uproar over his decision to visit Bitbqrg --
and will speak briefly.

"I understand how some people feel," he said in the foreign television
interview, but he added that he wanted his visit to be a gesture of
reconciliation to recognize that 40 years after the war Germany was a democratic
nation and an allied partner.

"We want to make it plain that it should never have happened and there must
never be anything like the Holocaust again. This is a time for reconciliation
after years and years," he said.

-more-—



UPI (continued)

"Yes, I know all the bad things that happened in that war ... I was in
uni form myself for four years," said Reagan, who never saw combat during World
War 1I while serving in the first motion picture unit of the Army Air Corps.
"But as I said to my friends all of those who are buried in that cemetery
have long since met the supreme judgment of right and wrong. Whatever punishment
or justice is needed has been rendered by one who is above us all."

Reagan said he did not believe the nearly month-long controversy over the
Bitburg visit will mar his European journey that begins Tuesday night when he
flies to Bonn, West Germany. He will attend the European Economic Summit and
make a state visit to West Germany, Spain and Portugal.

Asked whether Nixon urged him to stand firm on his decision that has evoked
widespread criticism in the House and Senate, and among Jewish and veterans
groups, Reagan answered, '"No, he approved of it."
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April 30, 1985

MEMORANDUM FOR WHITE HOUSE AND EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE
PRESIDENT STAFF

FROM: Christopher Hic@é})\
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You are invited to bring your family and friends to attend the
departure of President and Mrs. Reagan this evening from the
South Lawn of the White House for the President's trip to Europe.

Entrance to the South Lawn will be through the East Wing and West
Wing. Please be in place by 9:00 p.m.

The West Wing will be open to tours beginning at 7:00 p.m. The
Residence will be closed all evening.

Thank you.
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LEO GREENLAND. CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

April 9, 1985

President Ronald Reagan
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

-

"Dear Mr. President:

As a person whom I admire and for whom I voted,
one of your recent decisions has me a little puzzled.

When I was in Munich last Fall with the Chief
Executives Organization, one of the activities on
the program was a visit to Dachau. We were encour-—
aged by our German hosts to visit this former con-
centration and death camp. It seemed to me that the
current leaders of Germany, with whom we met, and .
the local Munich officials wanted the American visit-
ors to see in detail what went on in their country.
They were ashamed that it happened there, and there
was no doubt that they felt the way to prevent geno-
cide happening in any country was to be sure that
people never forget. There are Neo-Nazis in.Germany
as well as in our great country, who wotlg/like to
have people forget.

I do not mean to be presumptuous, Mr. President,
but you are currently playing into the hands of the
Neo-Nazis. As far as the general U.S. public is con-
cerned, you just have to check the ratings of Holo-
caust mini-series to understand their great interest
in this subject, especially the most recent series
on Raoul Wallenberg. On its first night in the New
York area alone, the series on NBC had a rating of
23, as compared to 11 for ABC and 14 for CBS.

A visit to Dachau, commemorating all the victims
which include thinking people from every ethnic group,-
would prove to be extremely sensitive and beneficial
to you personally. If you do not visit Dachau, it
would be great opportunity lost in the name of human-

ity and decency.
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I respectfully suggest you reconsider your
position. )

~ § With admiration, I am

Yours respectfully,
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cc: Santa Barbara, California

bc: Daniel Mariaschin, ADL 2 _ L
Nathan Perlmutter, ADL
Rita Greenland









