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MEMORANDUM FOR MITCH DANIELS

FROM: CECI COLE
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In New York, Democrats have introduced a very strongly worded
resolution urging the President to cancel the stop. Further, a
highly-respected Democrat is urging the other public officials
and members of the Jewish community to accompany him to Germany
where he will appear at Bitburg when the President does and
protest his presence there.

Sponsoring the New York resolution is Senate Minority Leader
Manfred Ohrenstein, an actual Holocaust escapee and Chairman of
the Board of Directors of the New York State Holocaust Exhibit
and Resource Center, who is more of an outspoken showman.
Initiating the trip to West Germany is Assemblyman Alan Hevesi,
President of the National Association of Jewish Legislators, who
is said to be more respectable, wise, and less of a grandstander
than most. Hevesi, who represents the Forest Hills/Queens
district, is currently Deputy Majority Leader of the Assembly,
and has been rumored for Speaker. This is the only reason New
York political veterans say they can guess why he would be at the
head of such a move. At least 14 Democrats, no Republicans, have
announced they will join the trip.

Politically, the Bitburg visit is hot in New York as the state
has a very large Jewish community, the largest percentage of
concentration camp survivors of any U.S. state, and approximately
8% of the U.S./German population.

Republicans hold a nine seat edge in the New York State Senate,
and are the minority party in the Assembly. Concern is high
among Republican Senate incumbents, particularly, that the
Bitburg issue will be harmful electorally for many of them
considering the large Jewish populations of their districts.
They have formally conveyed their intention to buffer as much as
possible the Democrats' efforts to pass this resolution or
otherwise embarrass the President, but feel many of their number
many need to sign onto a less strident resolution to preserve
their own political livelihoods.
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Senate President Warren Anderson and Senate Finance Committee
Chairman John Markey plan an attempt to have the resolution
shunted to committee.

In New Jersey, the State Assembly today passed a mild resolution
urging the President not to go to Bitburg. The resolution was
sponsored by Democratic Leader John Paul Doyle.

In Vermont, on Friday, April 26, the House of Representatives
(where the GOP holds a six—-seat advantage) passed a resolution
which called on the President to reconsider his trip to Bitburg.
It also called on the citizens of Vermont to communicate their
concern for this planned visit directly to their Members of
Congress. The Vermont Senate is not expected to consider this
resolution.

The House resolution was cosponsored by three Democrats: Micque
Glipman, Tim Corcoran, and Peter Youngbaer. GOP Representative
Gwen Bronson was responsible for watering down the Democrats'
first draft, which called on the President to cancel, as opposed
to reconsider his visit to Bitburg.
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WASHINGTON
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THE WHITE HOUSE

L cHINGTON

May 23, 1985

Dear Mr. Schifter:

Thank you very much for your letter of April 28.
It was kind of you to write and I'm most grateful.

I was sorry about the furor that was raised
over my visit to Bitburg and to Bergen-Belsen,
all of it based on a misunderstanding of my
purpose. Certainly, I intended no forgive or
forget regarding the Holocaust and those
responsible for it. The interesting thing is
that today's Germany doesn't seek this either.
Not only have they preserved the death camps
and the evidence of the horrors committed there,
they bring schoolchildren every year to see the
camps so there will never be a repeat.

I'm enclosing the speeches I made that day,
first at Bergen-Belsen and then at the Bitburg
Alr Base where our airmen serve with a German
unit on the NATO line.

Thank you again for your letter. It meant a
great deal to me.

Sincerely,

The Honorable Richard Schifter
6907 Crail Drive
Bethesda, Maryland 20817







April 28, 1985 v WM

President Ronald Reagan
Dear Mr. President, o‘vfi

T am writing you from Ottawa, where I am leading the
——

U

United States delegation, your delegation, to the human rights

m——
conference convened as a followup to the Helsinki Accord.

e —

I am writing you, also, as one who lost his own father

and mother and most of his close relatives in the Holocaust.

I have just heard Donald Regan, on TV, describe your
personal feeling of hurt. It's an understandable feeling.

As one who has carried another feeling of hurt with him for
over 40 years, let me just say this: No one can speak for

the Jewish community and I won't purport to do so. But

there are, I am sure, a good many of us who know that no
other President has understood Jewish concerns as well

as you and no other President has acted on this understanding
as well as you have. That's what is important, whether you
do go to the Bitburg Cemetery or whether you don't.

I, for one, am proud to have been associated with the
Administration which bears your name and continue to be proud
of that fact.

God bless youl

Richard Schifter











